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The Trowbridge Gang

‘VOSnnteﬁfeiting 1e the unlawful production of any
article in imltation of another, especially the imitation
of money, Many states encountered problemg with counter-
felters during the 183%0s and 1840s. Arkenesas was not
without her gangs of caunterfeiters who worked in the
cities of Little Rock, Van Buren and Lewigburg, These
genge copied not only paper mOney but coins, corporation
notea.and bank notes.

One of the more natorious gangs in Arkangas was the
TroWbridge Gang-led by Samuel G. Trowbridge. Not much
is known about Prowbridge except that he came to Arkaneas
from Ohicago, I1linois. He leased the American Hotel,
later to become the Anthony House, and all its furniture
in April, 1840, Trowbridge also managed to make friends
with many neweomers from abraad whose favorite pastimes
»aaumad to be frequenting hotels and parrooms. |
" Ohe State Leglslature met in 1838 and amended the
clty cherter., This act allowed Little Rock to lssue
corpoﬁation.notes‘of gmall denominations. Samuel Trowbridge
and hia gang begen producing coples of these notes in 1841,
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: Williem ¥, Pope, Early in Arkansasg (Little
Roeks ‘Gazette Pyblishing Oompany p. 255, .
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By 1842 Arkansas, especially Little Rack and Van Buven,
‘witneased a sharp increage in bogus money. Dn Juhe Ts

1842,'the Arkansés Gagzette published an article warning

citizens of the possible circulation of epurious three
dollar Little Rock Corporation Notes issued in 1841. A
young men from Lewisburg named Hamilton tried to pass
gome of these notesg.at a store where he was trading.
Hamilton claimed he received the money from a Conway
citizen in payment for a keelboat,

The notes were so well repvoduced that it was ..
difficult. to distinguish between the genuine and the
spurious notes, The only way to tell the difference
wes, |

Q..by comparing the length-- the former
being nearly one-fourth of an inch longer
than the latter. The ink psed in filling
up the spurious is consgiderahly lighter
than that in the genuine note, The three
pignatures are so well imitated, that it
16 difficult to detect them, except on
the closest scrutiny. T%ose we have seen
are dated '6 April 1841.°:

Two weeks later, on June 15, the Gagette carried a
letter to the editor written by Earl Buxton, who had
purchased the keelboat from Hamilton, Buxton denied any
allegation of possessing a large roll of the bills.

Buxton further claimed the young man had told a "bare,
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2Arkahéae'Gazéttet‘Jﬁne 1,.1842, p. 233,
S1p1d.
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