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and inventive person is like a flocodlight. It "expands

perceptions, breaks dewn categories, and permits new in-

sightes and appreciations to c>ccur.":L One striking quality

of c;eativé people is that they are rarely aware of their‘

limitations.2 People who are creative have a special

capacity, but are not mecessarily tremendously gifted

with ability. Several investigations have pointed‘out

that creativity is not the same thing as brightness,

There is a positive correlation between the two, but it

is low. It has been discovered that creative children,

as compared with high IQ, uncreative children, tend to

be more independe;t, more imaginative, less conforming,

less respectful of authority, and interestingly enough,‘

less liked by their teachers.3
Dr., P, Barron described some traits that are typical

of creative people in "The Rsycholegy of Imagination,"

which appeared in Scientific American. He lists the follOw-

ing characteristics:

(1) ability te keep many ideas in focus at
one time,

(2) independence of judgement

(3) preference for complex phenomena

(4) self-assertiveness

(5) ability to integrate diverse elements

: lS. Krippner, "Ten Commandments That Block Creativity,"
Education Digest, January, 1968, p.25.

2S. School, '"Cultivation of Creativity," Peabody Journal
of Education, March, 1967, p. 284,

3

Merse and Winge, loc. cit.
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These commandmenqs,-mqgh net actually spoken, are often
characteristic of our attitudes in teachimg children.
The elementary teacher must seek to avoid providimg the
source of inhibition for her children by stepping over
cultural fences and allowing freedom in her classroon.

In cenclusion, we might say that there are many
patterns of learning and no one teaching method meets
the varying needs of all children. It is vitally important
to provide alternatives in the educational program. We
must realize that the teacher cannot tell the child how
to think, but must provide him with the freedom, the
encouragement, and the oprortunity to do so., Learning
must be considered an active, not a passive, process and
must involve participation in a task rather than mere
absorption of information. Thus, we can see fhat teacher
motivation is very important in helpiﬁg children to be

creative.
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