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MANUSCRIPT WRITING

Teachers influence the writing of children by
example, planned lessons, and by establishment and
maintenance of standards. To do this teachers need
to be able to use acceptable manuscript writing,’diagnose
the individual needs of children, and plan experiences
to meet those needs. Teachers do this by understanding
the nature of the task to be done, the materials and
tools, used and current procedure and philosophy;
acquiring the.persenal 8kills needed; and understanding
the range of individual differences among learners.'

The primary child frequently lacks the muscular
cce@rdination needed for writing. He is encouraged
to work with clay, finger paint, or other materials
that require finger coordination. The paper used has
spaces of 4 inch between lines. Thick, soft lead |
pencils ére used. Speed is never emphasized. Each child
sets his own progress pattern. -

Early handwriting instruction should use whole words
that have real meaning for the children--words they
are interested in and that are easy to write. It wiil
probably be necessary to bring in words like queen, quiet,

quail, fox, fix, box, excuse, zebra, zoo, buzz, and dozen,
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