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Two of the most basic elements in the establishment
of classroom control is the ability to plan and to organigze.
Disorganization and lack of planning will give the teacher
a frenzied type of existence at best.

Much can be seen of the interest a teacher has in her
students by the type of room environment she provides for
them, A pretty room with a variety of interesting displéys
lets children know that their teacher cares. Teachers have
gaid that an arranged room environment works positively in
the maintenance of contrbl. The establishment of monitdr-
ships which give children a sense of responsibility and a
;feeling of pride in their room also helpswith classroom
control.

A classroom behavior problem is probably best handled
by the teacher 1) learning all she can about him; 2)
arranging displayé and discussions to appeal to his inter-
ests; 3) building his ego; 4) giving him responsibility;
and 5) showing him that she cares,

It is often a good practice to let the students help
formulate the classroom behavior standards and then ﬁut
these standards on a chart at the front of the room. The
teacher should then be consistent in demahding that the
standards be obeyed. The children must be made to realize
that they must accept the consequences if they exhibit

deviant behavior,

At the beginning of the year it is wiser for an
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inexperienced teacher to be too strict than for her not
to be strict enough. "A tightly held reign can be l&bsened
at a projected date, but a loosely held reign can seldom
be tightened."

For a teacher to be successful and satisfied in her
profession, she must have a high degree of commitment and
a positive attitude. She will receive from teaching only

what she puts into it.
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something to write about. The teacher can encourage
children to be observant and to find experiences worthy
of expression themselves. |

One of the most successful methods of getting chil-
dren to write is the assignment of'a specific topic;‘ A
teacher can also have her students write about invented
dircumstances. Often nonsense titleé will spark their
imaginations. Young writers can also be stimulated by
working from a given beginning. The class as a whole
might write the beginning of a story and then each indi-
vidual could complete it. Children can also write about
familiar characters or objects. Any of these methods will
be more beneficial if a discussion of ideas, de¢scriptive
words, and possible situations precedes the writing
activity.

Children should be introduced to a thesaurus early,
and shoula have the importance of using effective synonyms
stresséd to them. The teacher should make her students
aware of the different ways of arranging a sentence and
of the different kinds of sentences. Punctuation should
be faught with as little rule-recitation as possible.
Models can be found to copy when the need arises,

Various writing forms which children are capable of
employing include autobiography (this form must be limited),
biography, diaries and journals (a good form for relating

social studies and writing), letters, soripts, serialized
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stories, poetry (cinquain, limerick, haidu, couplet,
triplet), tall tales, reviews, advertisements, parodies,
and news stories.

Elementary children can absorb much material on the
organization of a story.; This includes plotting, char-
acterization, mood, setting, tense, and pointfog;view.

nPersonification, onomatopoeia, alliteration, internal
rhyme, metaphor, simile, and analogy are important writing
tools that elementary children need to become familiar
with.

Even the best planned writing program can hit a slump,
but the teacher should not let this discourage her. BShe
should, with the help of her students, try to find and
eliminate the problem and then proceed full speed.

The only writing that really should be rewritten is
that which is basically good but needs "touching up."
Recopying will be less discouraging to a young writer if
it is done in the handwriting practice session.

In evaluating children's writing, a teacher must
consider the goals she has set, the needs of each child,
and what each child has attempted to do. Grades should be
given on the basis of what is praiseworthy in the child's

work, not as the climax of fault-finding.



Up the Down Staircase by Bel Kaufman, Prentice-~Hall, Inc.,
Englewcod Cliffs, N.J., 196l.

Up the Down Stalrcase is a novel about a young, inexper-

lenced English teacher in a large New York City high school.
The school is in a depressed area of the city and mest ef
the students are from disad%antaged homes,

The tragedy of ineffective teachers is reflecteé.in
this book. One of the teschers is simply teaching scheel
to make a living until he can get one of his books published,
He feels that his sfudents' growth and advancement academ-
lcally and soclally are not his concern. Another teacher
tries .to make a game or a joke out of learning. Her main
concern 1ls that heristudents like her--that she esm be thelr
"pal." A math teacher in thls school has a pure hatred for
children, He feels that they should all be kicked eut intoi
the world at the age of fifteen and that the girls should be
sterilized so that they could not reproduce mere like them-
selves. The Guidance Counselor is much more interested in
labeling the students with pseudo~Freudisn phrases than in
understanding and helping them.

The students reactions:te these teachers ls quilte
negative., They resent the indifferent and the antagonistic
teachers and do thelr best to be rebellious and uncooperative.

with them. Their "pal" teacher and her learning games are









The Saber~-Tooth Curriculum by Raymond Wayne, McGraw-H1ll
Boek Cempany, Inc., New York, 1939,

The Saber-Teeth Curriculum contains a serles eof lectures

which, in effect, satirize the modern precess of educatien.
These lectures were delivered to the author by the imaginary
J. Abner Peddiwell, Ph.D., of the imaginary Petaluma State
College at a bar in Tijuana.
The beginning ef Dr. Peddiwell's lectures concerned
the develepment of education in a prehisteric coﬁmunity.
A forward-looking member of the tribe decided that if the
play of the children were gulded and used te prepare children
fér adulthood, the whole tribe weuld benefilt. Be felt that
by - training-children. in-.the:three most lmportant areas ef
-1ife at that time, woolly herse clubbing, fish grabbing with
bare hands, and saber-tooth tiger scaring with fire, that
the cemmunity as a whole would profit from mere hldes fer
clething and shelter, more fish to eat, and mere security
frem sﬁber-toath tigers. In this first curriculum the
courses were practical and the chlldren liked te learn,
Before long, however, the way of life in the communlty
changed., The little woolly horses and the saber-teoth tigers
left the area. The streams became teo muddy and the filsh
became too agile for catching Hew-sebelwiws them bare-handed.

Yet the school curriculum still contained only these three









L1 in Classrooms by Philip W, Jackson, Holt, Rinehart and
Wi.._ton, Inc., New York, 1968.

Li in Classrooms glves insight into how significant

the elementary school experience f{ircluding:the teacher) is:
to chlldren. |

The young child must lesrn to deal with three new facts

of 1life in elementary school: crowds, pralse, and power.

In public schools most things sre done with or in the
presence of others. Children must learn to be alone in the
crowd if they asre to be successful students. They must learn
to concentrate in splte of interruptions by classmates. It
is, 1iIn part, the demands of the group that keep the teacher
so busy. She must plan class activitles for the group, keeping
in mind that the speed of the group is the speed of 1ts
slowest member, Another bad consequence of the crowd is the
fact that lining up and waiting wastes a surprising amount
of class time.

Fallure and success, pralse and criticlsm first become
officlal in the classroom. The classic form of evaluation
is tests. .The teacher 1s not the only source of judgement,.
however. A child's classmates, as well as the child himself,
take part in the evaluation., The teacher should keep in

mind that a chilld ierform in a way that will bring
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Many teacher feel that gaining the attention of their
students should be their main objective. However, since a
child's attention is so changeable and deceptive, a teacher
should strive for involvement instead of attention from her
students. A student's motives should be more important
than his classroom manners.

The problems of classroom rules of order fall into five
ma jor classes. These are 1) who may enter and leave the
room; 2) how much molse is tolerable; 3) how to preserve
privacy in a crowded setting; L) what to do when work assign-
ments are prematurely finished; and 5) how far to go in
-establishing the clagsroomiequivalent of social etiquette.
In snswering these problems teachers must remember that
different classes have different needs,

In interviews with teachers who were considered out=-
stending by their administrations, immediscy, informsality,
autonomy, and individuality were the themes mentioned as ' -
necessary for the fulfillment of teaching duties. These
teacheps felt that the results of thelr teaching were quite
visible. They felt that a student's enthusissm and involve-
ment were more important than his ferformance on tesgts,.

They favored a flexible curriculum and an informal atmos-~
phere; The teachers felt that they should be free of control
and interference from their administrations. As a whole,
they saw the accomplishment of individuals as foremost in

importancs.






Children's Thinking by David H. Russell, Ginn and Company,
Boston, 1956,

What is thinking? It is a term that most people sare
familiar with and meke use of frequently; but what sort of
process does 1t define? Perhaps a more lmportant question
is: what is children's thinking?

Although a child's thihking may seem quite dlfferent in
varying situations, the influences on his thinking are
probably more or less constant. The environment the child
finds himself in, the extent of hls confrontation with spe=-
cific problems, and the maturity and personality of the ¢ '
child influence a child's thinking whether hils thoughts
involve images, percepts, memories, vocal sounds, feelings,
idesas; or judgments.

Four main factors included in a study of thinking
processes are: the materisls of thinking (sensations,
memorles, concepts, etc.); the motives in thinking (the
feelings, attitudes, and habilts which influence thinking);
the processes of thinking (from relatively undirected
thinking to inductive thinking to problem solving, critical
thinking, and dlscovery); and the abilitles in thinking
which produce ease and accuracy in problem situations.

One of the most profitable ways of classifying thinklng

processes 1ls according to the amount of direction involved
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1) a general impression to 2) differentiation of parts to

3) some sort of intergration to the whole again. To develop
percepts, the home and school should give sthe child many
opportunities in s free enviromment to explore, manipulate,
and play with toys, tools, and other equipment.

Concepts often develop slowly out of perceptg, memoriles,
and lmages, Concept development>as such is not a problem -
for the normal child, but the type and scope of hls concepts
might be., In the modern world there is an enormous number
of concepts which may be acqulred by children. These cons~:
cepts may be known thoroughly, partially, inaccurately, or
not at all by a child. The child's environment and flrst-
hand experilences influence his knowlédge of concepts.

Emotions and attitudes are forces orlginating thought
and directing it into certain channels, All attitudes
(prejudice, opinion, etc.) include both an emotional core
and a knowledge factor. The problem in working wilth children
is not of éliminating emotional and attitudinsl behaviors,
but of giving them a directive force in thinking processés
which wlill increase the purposefulness and efflciency of -
thought,

Much of children's thinking is of a reproductive nature.
Memory and asssoclations are an important psrt of chlldren's
mental actlvity. Daydreams and fantasy are less dlrected

and more personal forms of associative‘thinking. Daydreams

and fantasy merge into the ‘imaginatlive, creative thinking
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