Ouachita Baptist University
Scholarly Commons @ Ouachita

Honors Theses Carl Goodson Honors Program

1973

Learning Centers

Tanna Murry
Ouachita Baptist University

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarlycommons.obu.edu/honors_theses

b Part of the Early Childhood Education Commons, Educational Methods Commons, and the Elementary
Education Commons

Recommended Citation

Murry, Tanna, "Learning Centers" (1973). Honors Theses. 500.
https://scholarlycommons.obu.edu/honors_theses/500

This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by the Carl Goodson Honors Program at Scholarly
Commons @ Ouachita. It has been accepted for inclusion in Honors Theses by an authorized administrator of
Scholarly Commons @ Ouachita. For more information, please contact mortensona@obu.edu.


https://scholarlycommons.obu.edu/
https://scholarlycommons.obu.edu/honors_theses
https://scholarlycommons.obu.edu/honors
https://scholarlycommons.obu.edu/honors_theses?utm_source=scholarlycommons.obu.edu%2Fhonors_theses%2F500&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1377?utm_source=scholarlycommons.obu.edu%2Fhonors_theses%2F500&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1227?utm_source=scholarlycommons.obu.edu%2Fhonors_theses%2F500&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1378?utm_source=scholarlycommons.obu.edu%2Fhonors_theses%2F500&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1378?utm_source=scholarlycommons.obu.edu%2Fhonors_theses%2F500&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholarlycommons.obu.edu/honors_theses/500?utm_source=scholarlycommons.obu.edu%2Fhonors_theses%2F500&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:mortensona@obu.edu

Henoers Preject

learning Centers

Tanna Murry
May 7, 1973



Learning Centers

Individualized learning through the Learning Center method is becoming
more and mere popular in teday's classrooms. For this reasen I chose to
develop two basic Learning Centers--one for math and one fer language
artes--for my honers project. I plan to use these centers and others when
I begin te teach,

In preparing these Learning Centers, I used two basic handbecks:

Invitation te Learning: the Lesarning Center Handbook;by Ralph Claude Velight

and Learning Centers:{Chitdren:en Their Own prepared by the Asseciation

for Childheed Educatien Internatienal, These two seurces helped me to
sort eut and apply ideas of my ewn and ideas from ether sources to the
Learning Centers I developed,

In general Learning Centers, when fully.develeped, imply certain
characteristic behaviers en the part of the teacher, an enlarggd learning
environment, greater independence on the part of the learner, and revised
physical arrangements in ths classreom, The basic idea behind learning . -
Centers is that sach child will grow at his ewn rate, in his own styls,
and te his uniquely personal petential. The Lsarning Centers can provide
a highly personal experience fer the child and can facilitate learning
through a feedback system,

The individualized learning through Learning Centers has caused the

role of the teacher te Change. New teaching skills and attitudes are



necessary as a teacher moves from a role of imparter ef informatien and
eccupant of the center stage to that of an observer, stimulator, guide.

and assistant to each of the childern. . ‘The teacher must also bqéomn a
manager of time, space.and:materialg,as well as a student of learner
behavior. An increased understanding of the learning process is essentisl
‘for the teacher in the -individualized, open classroom. The teacher needs
to assist children to: learn for themselves rather than from fear of -
rejection or desire for praise, Records must koFS’;n oach‘child, noting
where the ¢hild ig, what' he has accomplisheéd, what learning he has achieved,

For a long time teachers have relied on someene else's textbooks,
curriculum guides and the like to provide a formal classreem structure.

But today individualized learning places a larger degree of responsibility
for the design and implementation of learning squarely on the shoulders

of the teachers. The Learning Centers call for the uss of diverse materials
which need net all be commercial., Some of the bsst materials are those
develeoped by teacher and the children themselves from everyday components
found in the community.

A number of interest centers provids a setting for children to
develop their skills, understanding and appreciations. Lsarning progresses
at the rate approprisate to each child's capacities, interests, and needs;
rather than at a rate prescribed by the teacher, curriculum or graded
groupinggg,. Choices for-ﬁho children are broad, creating many opportunities
for successful experiences that nurture a positive solf—concopt. When
properly handled it permits older children to help younger, brighter to
aselist less bright, and alse it encourages development of appropriate

self-discipline without undue reliance upon the authority of the teacher,






The UNIT IFARNING CENTER is organized by the teacher with the central
theme ceming from a preblem area of the class. The fermat for the Unit
Center reflects the use of exposition te attract interest and to stimmlate
quéstions, and the use of skill-building activities te accquire infermation
and to develop concepts and generalizatiens.

The CCOPERATIVE LEARNING CENTER is planned jointly by the student
and the tcacher.vlThoy discuss the topic of interest to the student. Then
the student plans and evaluates the details of the center, including the
time limits, under the direction of the teacher,

In the STUDENT LEARNING CENTER the student designs the Center areund
an interest of his own cheice, and then shares this interest with his teacher
and his clagsmates. The student establishes ebjectives and carries forth
a planned wxperience. The teacher provides guidance at.tho students rsquest.,
 The purpose of the SKILL DEVELOPMENT LEARNING CENTER is te develop a
skill, psychemeter in nature, through practice by the learner. These Learning
Centers facilitate the develepment ef single (simple) or multi- (cemplex)
skills by previding appfopriate activities that fester their develapment,

The teacher is enceuraged te approach tkﬁ-facot of tesaching with all the
creativity he can muster. The Single Skill Learning Center assumes the

child can already perform the task and that the accuracy and efficency will
develop through the practice provided by the activity., The Center can have
one task assignment er be open and provide a variety of task assignments

from which to cheese., The Multi-Skill activities are characterized by their
complexity and their sequence. These assignments are usually problem=-centered

and require the student to ume a variety of materials in resclving the questien

while the major bdbjective remains acquiring proficiency in the skills invelved.






In addition to the games this center includes a poster with all the
number facts from one to ten to be used in checking answers in the games.
Als I made an addition table te use in this center. Counting men and
counting beads will be added later,

For the language arts center I made three games to help the child
learn to listen to sounds and to discriminate between initial sounds in
words. Also I made a tape to be used with headphones in a listening lab,

The first seund discrimination game was "Find the Seound That's Differantﬁ.
This game contains sets of cards that have pictures of word§ that begin
with like sounds and ene that begins with a different sound. For example,
one set.has foﬁr cards of pictures that begin with the "n" sound and one
that does not. The child finds the card with the sound that deesn't
match the ethers and leeks at the back of it, If there is a star on the
back then he knows he is right.

On larger cards I made another game, "Find the Sound That Is Different
From the First Soufid". These cards have three sounds on them. The child
says the first word (illustrated by a picture) in the row listening to the
initial sound. Then he says the second word to see if it starts like the
first one and so on until he hears a baginning sound that is different.

He covers the different sound with a circle.

The third game is "Match the Sounds". The child says all the words,
illustrated by pictures, on the game board. Then he takes a card from the
envelopes.says the word, then matches it with the picture of the word

on the board with the same initial sound.

To improve listening and reading skills I made a cassette tape of

the stories in Fun In Story to be used with headphones in a listening center.




I was given six cepies of Fun In Stery by an elementary school who didn't

use it anymere., On a cassette tape I recorded the stories in the book.
The child can listen and follow:the words as I read the stories. This
gives him practice in reading and listening and also most ¢children think
it is lots of fun; teo, For review of the new words, I made a poster of
pictures of the new words in the book with peckets beside-eath; picturs.
Werd cards can be ﬁlaced in the pocket by the correct picture, Alse I
recorded stories and nursury rhymes fer just-for-fun listening.

I feal like these two Learning Centers ﬁill be to my advantage te
have as I go out into the teaching world. I énjeyed doing this project

and I feel I learned alet about a new concept in teaching,
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