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ADOPTING A CHILD

Thesis: The joys of being an adoptive parent are no less than if one
had given birth 4o his own child.
I. Child Placement Agencies
A, ©State Department of Welfare
1. Purpose
2. Adoptive families
a. Ideal
b. Different
c. One parent
3.Child's need
B. Grey Market
C. Foster Homes

1. Réquirements
2. Payment

D. Adoptive Parents

II, Child's Emotions
A, Telling about adoption

B. Patience
I1I, Legal Adoption Steps

A, Tgial adoption
B. Rights of the child



ADOPTING A CHILD

Adoption is the method through which people become parents legally
rather than biologically. ‘Xet, the joys of being an adoptive parent
are no less than if one had given birth to his own child.1

Adoption is serious and for that reason most child care experts
feel that the best way to adopt a child is through a licensed child -
placement agency. The social worker with a licensed agency takes time to
assist both the natural and adoptive parents in reaching their decisions.
The child's and parent's best interests are considered.

Training, experience and a great deal of careful investigation are
required to match babies and homes successfully, to select the families
that can give the children the most love and security, to save the real
mother from a lifetime of feeling guilty for having given up her baby
and to protect the adoptive parents from the threat of having her haunt
or snatch away'the child they have grown to 1ove.3

There is a baby shortage for the white parents who are going to
agencies seeking a Caucasain baby. Today for the first time, a growing
nunmber of agencies have simply stbpped accepting appiications for normal
white infants. Adoption workers point to three social changes as rea-
sons for the current acute shortage of white infants: 1) Every year
more and more couples have been turning to adoption agencies. 2) The
prevalence of birth control and the availahility of abortion have cut
down the‘numbers of white children who might have come up for adoption.
"

3) There is a very marked trend for unwed mothers to keep their babies.

The most worrisome aspect of the current white-baby shortage is
the possibility that the black market will pick up again. The black
market involves a procurer who pays for an unmarried mother's expenses

and also pays her a fee for her baby. He then contacts his "waiting
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problem for a child to be subjected to excessive criticism and un-
Justified disapproval. The possibility that such problems might arise
are diminished when a child is adopted. The adoption makes him so-
cially and legally a family member, with all the "rights and priv-
iieges."' The knowledge that he i1s a member of a socially acceptable
family is reassuring to any child.26
| An agency never lets natural and adoptive parents know each
other's identity or whereabouts, much less meet. This may seem a
cruel injustice to the real mother. But actually it is the kindest
solution, the only one which leaves her free to make a clean break
with her past and reorganize her life and emotions constructively and
afresh. For the adoptive family too it means security and peace.27
The adoptive parents do not get any information about their
child's personality, health, or mental capacity. The information
about the child is kept atithe State Welfare office and is accesible
to the child at any_time.28
Before applying for a child the parents must be at least twenty-
one years old. The agency then plans at least four interviews with -
the couple. Also during this period of interrogation, the workers
make sure that the prospective parents plan to tell the child that
he is adopted.29 It is generally agreed that it is unlikely that an
adopted child can grow up without finding out he is adopted. |
Adoptive parents tend to think that if the child is aware that he
is adopted he will never have the same love for them as he would have
for his natural parents., This is an error based on the fallacy
that there is some magic that binds parent and child together irr-
espective of everything else.30
There is no such thing as "natural love." . Love comes from pro-

pinquity and as a return for love. The child has no love for parents
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in the abstract. The love given to a child by its adoptive parents
will call forth as real a response as any ties of blood could do.
The feeling between an adopted child and his adoptive parents will be
what the parents make it. The future is up to them.31

It may take time and effort to build up a happy relationship;
it will not happen in a few days or a few weeks. DBoth parent gnd
child need to get acquainted, to grow close to aone another in under-
standing and affection., Patience is always required of those who
want children. Perhaps it 1s necessary for those who would attain
anything rare and waluable, and special.32

No adoption, in private or otherwise, is completed until six
months after the child has been placed for trial adoption. It is dur-
ing this time that the child and parents try to function as a whole
to see if it would work out on a permanent basis. The child lives
in the home and acts as a family member during this period.33

After the pérents have decided on the child, the adoptive family
employs a lawyer of their selection who draws up a petition to the
court for adoption. If the child is obtained through the State Wel-
fare agency the only fee paid during the proceedings will be approx-
imately $300 to the lawyer. The parents and child must appéar in
court before the Judge. The judge does not need to question them at
great length because the information on the adoptive home is supplied
by the agency.y+ |

No child is forced to live with a family. The purposé of an a-
doption agency is to find a home for a child, not a child for a home.
Yet, children are seldom removed from homes they have been placed in,
and theﬁ only if very serious situations arise.35 |

Formal legal adoption is usually concluded in court about six

months to one year after the child has been with his new parents. With
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