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I Don’t Have a Clue.

A First-Time Director’s Guide
by a First-Time Director

An Honors Thesis
by Isabella Owen
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Background

| was given the opportunity to direct the 2023 MUSE
Project, Clue. All of the resources | was recommended
were written by experienced professionals. They had
all mastered their craft, and | didn’t even know where
to start. | decided to write this because it was
something | wish | had..
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Introduction

Who Am I and What Am I Doing?
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hid

Who Am I and What Am I Doing?

Ouachita Baptist Uni artment of Theatre Arts Presents

Director of the 2023 MUSE Project

A first-time director

Writing a survival guide for other first-time directors
| am grossly unqualified to tell somebody how to
direct.
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Chapter One

Casting and Crewing
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Casting and Crewing

Your Suspects Are:

'WADSWORTH - Mac Ricks
YVETTE - Maddy Moore
MISS SCARLET - Amaya Hardin
MRS. PEACOCK - Julia Letcher
MRS. WHITE - Erin Bagley
COLONEL MUSTARD - Thomas Lilley
PROFESSOR PLUM - Noah Warford

Casting: e
o ono TAP DANCING TELEGRAM GIRL - Murion.We
e Planning the audition process S LI
ENSEMBLE MAN 2 - Tom Huston

e Sending out audition information | AN
~ SCARLET UNDERSTUDY - Grace Wooﬁ rd

o H (@) | d in g qau d itions ~ PEACOCK UNDERSTUDY - Sarah Franklin .
/HITE UNDERSTUDY - Abby Burlison
e Holding callbacks "( o coot e

ENSEMBI E MAN 1 and 2 SWING/DEAD BODY - Dalton

e Creating the cast list _ 4 it
Crewing NSs. : g
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Chapter Two

Rehearsals
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Rehearsals

The Rehearsal Schedule

e Structuring the rehearsal

e Making the schedule

e Changes in the schedule
Running the Rehearsal

e Leading

e Dealing with conflict

e Blocking

e Giving notes




| January 18[6pm-10pm Read-Through and Tablework

January 196pm-10pm Block Scene 1 (pages 7-15)

January 23|6pm: Finish Blocking Scene 3 (pages 28-34)
Block Scene 4 (pages 34-36), Scene 5 (pages 36-38), and Scene 6 (pages 39-44)
Block Scene 7 (pages 45-46), Scene 8 (pages 46-48), and review/run Scenes 1

Opm
P
January 26/6pm-10pm
January 27|6pm-10pm Block Scene 9 (pages 49-51), Scene 10 (pages 51-52), and Scene 11 (pages 52-61)

6pm-10pm Finish Blocking Scene 11 (pages 52-61), Scene 12 (pages 61-62), and Scene 13 (pages 62-64)
january 31(6pm-10pm Block Scene 14 (pages 64-78)
Finish Blocking Scene 14 (pages 64-78) and review/run Scenes 9-14 (pages 49-78) OFF-BOOK
February 2|6pm-10pm Clean Scenes 9-14 (pages 49-78)
February 6|6pm-10pm Run/Clean
Run/Clean
February 8|6pm-10pm Run/Clean
February 9]6pm call Crew View
Dry Tech (actors not called)
Tech wiactors
Dress Rencarsal
Monday February 13(6pm call Dress Rehearsal
Tuesday February 14/6pm call, Dress Rehearsal
Thursday February 16/7:30pm go Show #1
Frid February 17[7:30pm go Show #2
7:30pm go
| February 19]2:30pm go Show #4 and STRIKE!
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Chapter Three

Behind the Scenes
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Behind the Scenes

Stage managers
Props

Costumes

Set

Lights

Sound
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Chapter Four
Putting It All Together
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Putting It All Together

Tech Week
e Drytech
e Cuetocue
e Dress rehearsals
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Chapter Five
Letting It All Go
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Letting It All Go

e Trusting the work you've done
e Trusting your cast and crew
e Enjoying the final product

B 7t v e L
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Conclusion
Who Are You and What Are You Doing?
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e Expect the unexpected
e Be confident
e Remember your passion
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