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A SURVEY OF EDUCATICONAL LITHRATURE

There is much literature being written today pertaining to the
field of education, I feel that by reading tbis literature a perspective
teacher can gain great insight into the profession of teaching. The
problem today is that few people have enough time to read, Much of
the valuable literature goes to waste sitting on a shelf.

I decided that for my snecial studies project I would read some
books and see what I could learn. I feel that I have gained-a lot
from reading these six books. I have developéd many new ideas which

I think will be useful to me in the classroom,



THE SABER TOOTH CURRICULUM

The first educatioﬁal theorist and practitioner was a man of
Chellean times named New-Fist-Hammer~Maker, Néw-Fist was superior in
everything he did, ¥e saw what needed to be done in the community
‘and he did it, Because of these characteristics he was considered an
educated man.,

New-Fist was also a thinking man. By the standards of the community
this was a socially disapproved practice. While other men slept off
their stupors, New-Fist was thinking, The more he thought the more
dissatisfied he became with the ways of the tribe., He began to have
visions of a better life for his family and for the group as a whole,

One day, while New-Fist was watching his childréen play, he
envisioned the idea of conscious systematic education, Ie realized
there was no purpose in the plesy other than nleasure. NIew-Fist wanted
to see the children do things that would give them more food, shelter,
and security. This would be a way of helping the whole tribe to have
a better life,

After New-Fist planned his educational goals, he began construction
of a curriculum, He wanted this curriculum to pertain to real life
situationg, Therefore, his courses consisted of fish-grabbing-with-
the-bare-hand%, woolly-horse-élubbing, saber-tooth-tiger-scaring~with-
fire,

As time passed it was obvious to all that New-Fist's children had
a definite advantage over the other children, They were prepared to
venture forth into the world with the confidence that they could meet

whatever came,












There are numerous valuesg in creative writing. Children involwved
in creative writing are using more of their mental capabilities. They
are giving their best, This provides them with emotional satisfaction.

" Creative writing has therapeutic value, It 1s a means of releasing
bottled up tensions, anxieties, and frustrations, Feelings and emotions
are brought to the surface so that the child can gain grester insight
into his own being.

When creative writing is done by the class, it can cut across
ability levels, Fach child can express himself at his own level,

Of course, there are many more vlaues, A child will gein a larger
vocabulary and a greater understanding of some subject matter, Creative
writing will cause a child to be more observant of what goes on around
him, |

Children will only write when they have something to write about.
A teacher must continuously add ideas and experiences to those that
the civild brought with him to school. A teacher can read to her students
and give them ample opportunity to read on their own. She should give
them time to observe, appreciate, and talk about things. She may point
out expressive words and phrases that could be uced in writing, A
teacher should draw upon objects, pictures, and soinds. Children
should be urged to rely on many of their own experiences, too., A
teacher should never expect a student to write unless he has had a
sufficient amount of input of materials,

Teachers who vealize the importance of crestive writing mannge to
make time for it. Writing projects can be combined with other subjects,
In social studies class a student could write an adventure story set
in another land or a :pioneer's diary. Children could write a story
to accoupany # nicture they've drawn. In science class, the students
could write a weather report. snother possibility would be to have the

class compose rhymes to chant as they exercise,
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