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RAT ¢

THE DIRASCTION OF
A CHRISTWAS CAROL

A Special Study
Presented to
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Ouachita Baptist University

In Partial fulfillment
of the Requirements for

Honors Program

by
LeBlla Rateliff

December 1970



I choge for wy spezial study io Honors for this semes-
ter to direct the Guachita Children's Theatre production A

Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens. I decided on this par-

ticulur play because I felt us though the seuson (Decewber 9-
12) demanded it and because of its infinite opportunities in
the arza of special effects. I also chose this play because
it required a lurge nuoamber of cast members (aporoximately
thirty) and I enjoy working with larger casts more. Try-outs
were held October 27 and 28 and I was fortunate enough to have
fifty students audition. from these, I selacted a "PURFICT!
group of pneople with which to work and never had a moment's
regret as to my choice. (They are listed in the newsvaper
article and program iucluded in this report). Although we
were operating on an extremely "tight" rehearsal schedule,
everything developed smoothly---with the exception perhaps of
the set which, true-to-form, failed to develop at all until I
managed to drive every nuil myself. But I "got by with a little
help from my friends” and the result was a totally satisfying
production which I believe I heurd being described most oftewn
as BaAUTIFUL. The things that enhanced the production most
were the scene with the carolers in the aisles, the elavated
effect of the ghosts, and the use of tableaus in the falshback
scenes. e sported a full house almost every pecrformance, with
“standing room" for two performances, a standing ovation for
Serooge at four out of six performances, and a box oirice in-
take of around $240.00. All-in-zll, I could not have been any
prouder and I am deeply grateful for the opportunity of being

allowed to work in this cap=city. VTHANK YOU, lir. Holti"
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