Ouachita Baptist University
Scholarly Commons @ Ouachita

Honors Theses Carl Goodson Honors Program

1974

An Analysis of Newbery Awards: 1922-1947

Pamela Jean Estes
Ouachita Baptist University

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarlycommons.obu.edu/honors_theses

b Part of the American Literature Commons, and the Children's and Young Adult Literature Commons

Recommended Citation

Estes, Pamela Jean, "An Analysis of Newbery Awards: 1922-1947" (1974). Honors Theses. 441.
https://scholarlycommons.obu.edu/honors_theses/441

This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by the Carl Goodson Honors Program at Scholarly
Commons @ Ouachita. It has been accepted for inclusion in Honors Theses by an authorized administrator of
Scholarly Commons @ Ouachita. For more information, please contact mortensona@obu.edu.


https://scholarlycommons.obu.edu/
https://scholarlycommons.obu.edu/honors_theses
https://scholarlycommons.obu.edu/honors
https://scholarlycommons.obu.edu/honors_theses?utm_source=scholarlycommons.obu.edu%2Fhonors_theses%2F441&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/441?utm_source=scholarlycommons.obu.edu%2Fhonors_theses%2F441&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1289?utm_source=scholarlycommons.obu.edu%2Fhonors_theses%2F441&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholarlycommons.obu.edu/honors_theses/441?utm_source=scholarlycommons.obu.edu%2Fhonors_theses%2F441&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:mortensona@obu.edu




The intent of this project has been to focus on read-
ing the Newbery award winners from 1922-1947 and to analyze
and compare the books,

In 1921, at the American Library Association meeting,
Mr, Frederic Melcher proposed an annual award to be given in

the name of John Newbery, the first publisher of children's

il

books, Newbery had encouraged the best authors to write

specifically for childfqﬁ thus the award would be given to

books that had made a contribution to children's literature.z'

The award is determined by a select committee of American
Library Association members according to to the following
criterias

The author shall be a citizen or a resident
of the United States, Someone living here temp-
ararily is not eligible, His contribution shall
be an original and creative piece .f work., It
shall be the "most distinguished contribution to
American literature for children," original in
conception, fine in workmanship and artistically
true. Reprints and compilations are not eligible
for consideration, The book need not be written
solely for children, The Jjudgment of the voting
librarians shall decide whether a book is a ‘con-
tribution to the literature for children.' The
Committee of Award considers only the books of
one calendar year, and does not pass judgment on
an author's previous work or other work during
that year outside the volume that may be named.-”®

liece Kingman, editor, Newbery & Caldercott Medal Books
1956-1965, (Boston, Horn Book, Inc., 1965), p. 1.

gEdﬁa Johnson and Carrie E. Scott, editors, Anthology
of Children's Literature, (Boston, Houghton-Mifflin Co.,

c
1935), page 859.
3Ibid., page 859.







Didacticism is not rampant,
The 1925 award went to a book of South American folk
tales by Charles J. Finger., ZEasy to read, the nineteen

stories in Tales from Silver Lands emphasize goodness and

beauty, The author ties the stories together with personal
experiences, These fascinating stories also focus on
strength and wisdom, generally seen as-coexisting virtues,
These stories would probably be interesting even to list-

ening audiences.

Shen of the Sea by A. B. Chrisman which won in 1926,
also was a collection of stories., These are set in China.
The author uses the Chinese words and gives English equivt
alents, There is no connecting material; the stories are
autonomous. They are picturesque and culturally enlighten-
ing, Stories are simple with slight Chinese didacticism, !

William R, James' Smoky received the award in 1927,

A story in the traditions of Black Beauty and the American

western, Smoky is written in cowboy substandard lingo.

James creates empathy for the cowhorse with vivid character-

izations of Smoky and the people. Easy to read and of

interest to almqst all youngsters, the plot is realistic,
The story of a pigeon's life won the 1928 award for

D. G, Mukerji., Gay-Neck is a story packed with insights

on Indian culture, As in Smoky, there is a correlation

drawn between human-animal relationships and success, The

plot has several complications which result from the



RS

geographfda%fr locations,

In 1929 The Trumpeter of Krakow by Eric P. Kelly won

the coveted award., Set in Poland with an engrossing plot,
it is based on history and the author's imaginative vision.
Understandable moral and philosophical implications do not
hinder the action. The story is appealing because of
characters, realism, and language.

A girl's story, Hitty: Her First Hundred Years was

voted the most distinguished contribution for 1930. Rachel
L. Field uses an unusual first person form to tell the
various adventures of a doll. Through her eyes we see
several girls, their families and values, and some rather
contrived situations, Although primarily a book interest=~ :
ing to girls, boys would probably enjoy it, too.

In 1931 Elizabeth Coatsworth won with The Cat who Went

to Heaven. One of the shortest books ever to win, this is
also one of the most universal, Although it has a Buddhist
slant, the character is a forgiving God. .Dependent on
illustrations, it is possible that it would have won the
Caldecott had it been in existence,) The ending seems com=

pletely uncontrived and natural.

In 1932 the winning book was Laura Adams Armer's exquig- i

&ftdly beautiful The Waterless Mountaing Interweaving anthro-
i1

pological fact with Navaho legend, Armer tells through her

story universal truths., The Indian is revealed as a person;

with a constant sense of beauty and high religious ideals,
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the hero matures in pilzrimage. This book i1s of reality
and of engrossing personality.
Elizabeth Forman Lewis won in 197373 with the book Young

Fu of the Upper Yangtse. Set in a Chinese city, this story

follows a boy growing up into rights and responsibilities,
Chinese culture is well represented; the built-in problems
of generation gaps, marriage, and trade are not avoided., The
book has fairly simple lansuage, an excellent glossary, and
an appendix,

Finally,in 193@,a biography was given the award.,

Invincible Louisa 1s written to show not just fact but also
J

to show whys to Louisa May Alcoett's character and writings.
Cornelia L., Meigs is able to roveal the beauty that came
through the fire of sorrows for Miss Alcott. Primarily of
interest to girls, this biography ic fairly honest in the
portrait of Louisa May Alcott,

In 1935 the Newbery award went to Monica Shannon for
Dobry. Although a "slow starter" this book is a realistic
narrative, Without any violence or badness, the story has
nonetheless colorful action, The plot is complimented by
grandfather's storytelling and by bulgarian customs. Again
in this book there is emphasis on wisdom, goodness, and,
egpecially for the maturing Dobry, beauty,.

Caddie Woodlawn by Carol R, Brink received the award in

1936, Focusing on a personable 12-year-old tomboy, the

book touches on human relationships, roles, and self under-
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Year

1923
1924
1925
1926
1927
1928
1929
1930
1931
1932
Lk
1934
1935
1936
1937
1938
1939
1940
1941
WL
1943
1944
1945
1946
1947

COMPARATIVE TABLE

Locale

England & S. Am
England

South America
China

U.s. (W.)
India & France
Poland

% (e )

India

S8 S (I 8
China

oS ol (B ) Burs
Bulgaria

ISS 1% (W)

L o SIS ()
Hungary

LR SR (W

IR MR
Polynesia

Ut (B )
England
ULBT0(ES )

ULE e (EY)

IEa ()

Ui e (E5)

Duration

1 year

Syears

10-15 years
5 years

1 year

100 years

1 month

6 months

18 months
85 years

1 year

1l year

1 year

3 generations

3 months
100 years
3 months
1l day

18 months
18 months
10 months
1l year

6 months

Focused
Character

male
male
male
male
horse
¢} e}
male
female
cat
male
male
female
male
female
female
male
female
male
male
male
male
male
rabbit
female

female
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