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CURSIVE WRITING

There is no generally accepted agreement concerning the
exact time when cursive writing should be introduced. Ruth G.
Strickland says that the second grade appears to a number of
people to be too early for two reasons: (a) children still have
not developed enough muscular skill to make cursive writing easy
and an excessive amount of time must be spent learning it, and (b)
children have just reached the stage in which they can enjoy
manuscript writing as a tool and are beginning to be better writers.
Herrick says that, in general, the time necessary for making the
transition decreases as the transition period is postponed.

Not all pupils are ready at the same time; some will be by
the middle of the second grade, others wﬁould wait until the
latter part of the third or the beginning of the fourth year.
However, most children develop a readiness for cursive writing
sometime during the second or third year'of school. Evidence of
this readiness includes: (a) ability to write manuscript letters
well from memory; (b) ability to read cursive writing from the
chalkboard and from paper; and (c) a desire to learn cursive
writing.

The pupils in the class should be able to read cursive
writing and be familiar with the order of the alphabet before

beginning cursive writing. Wall charts of the letters placed
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prominently on the wall of the classroom are helpful.

Before the pupils start to write, it is desirable for the
teacher to demonstrate on the chalkboard by writing simple words
or sentences which contain the letters to be studied. In order

to introduce the capital letters, as well as the Jummias

ndwe letters,
the teacher might start with the names of the c@ildren in the
class. After the word has been written, the teacher should call
attention to the basic strokes in each letter and the connective
strokes that control the spacing between the letters within a
word. Another way to stimulate interest in cursive writing is
to have the bupils dictate sentencés which the teacher should
write on the board for the pupils to read and study.

Emphasis should be placed on those letters which the pupils
will write ﬁost frequently. For example, most pupils will have
little need to write capital X and Z. On the other hand, Dr.

Frank N. Freeman in Teaching Handwriting states: "It has been

found that errors in the formation of certain few letters account
for a large proportion of all illegibilities of letters. These
letters all occur with high frequency in the writing of English,
and it is doubtless because of this that they are responsible
for most of the errors. These letters are e, n, d, t, r, i, a,
h, and b, Special attention, therefore, should be given to see
that these letters are correctly formed."

Four to six weeks of daily instruction are usually sufficient
for the transitional instructional period. The following more
specific suggestions may be helpful with initial lessons in

cursive writing.
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