Ouachita Baptist University
Scholarly Commons @ Ouachita

Honors Theses Carl Goodson Honors Program

1971

A Political Survey of OBU

John Dale Hodges
Ouachita Baptist University

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarlycommons.obu.edu/honors_theses

b Part of the American Politics Commons

Recommended Citation
Hodges, John Dale, "A Political Survey of OBU" (1971). Honors Theses. 388.
https://scholarlycommons.obu.edu/honors_theses/388

This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by the Carl Goodson Honors Program at Scholarly
Commons @ Ouachita. It has been accepted for inclusion in Honors Theses by an authorized administrator of
Scholarly Commons @ Ouachita. For more information, please contact mortensona@obu.edu.


https://scholarlycommons.obu.edu/
https://scholarlycommons.obu.edu/honors_theses
https://scholarlycommons.obu.edu/honors
https://scholarlycommons.obu.edu/honors_theses?utm_source=scholarlycommons.obu.edu%2Fhonors_theses%2F388&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/387?utm_source=scholarlycommons.obu.edu%2Fhonors_theses%2F388&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholarlycommons.obu.edu/honors_theses/388?utm_source=scholarlycommons.obu.edu%2Fhonors_theses%2F388&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:mortensona@obu.edu

A POLITICAI. SURVEY OF OBU

93 Homors Speclal Studies

Exam, Permit No., G567

John Dale Hodges



A POLITICAL SURVEY OF OBU

Objeotive
The objeetive of this survey is to determine what effect young people,
espectly the new 18 to 20 year old voters will have on elections, The
results of this survey are to show what type of voter the OBU student is,
and what he thinks are the most lmportant issues facing Arkansas and the
nation, This survey also shows how some of the candidates are doing, and how

popular they are in the eyes of joung voters.

Writing the Questionnaire

The questionnaire was writen with the objeotive of finding out as
much as possible about the students baskground, what his political and
soclal views are, and how he would vote, This was to be done with the
least number of questions possible,

The questiomaire contains thirty-eight gquestions. The first nine
questions were sclected to identify the student. These questions included
age, religlon, ocoupation, size of cormmunity, and home state. Questions
ten through tweanty-nine were writen to determinc how the student :ill
vobe, what his political and social views are, and how he feels about
dmportant political issues, Questions ten through twenty-nine also show
which candidates are doing the best in receiving support from the student.
Questions thirty through thirpy-four deal only with Arkansas candidates.
Lspecially trying to determine if John licClsllan can be casily defeated
or not. Questions thirty-five and thirty-cix show what the student feels



are the worst problems facing Arkansas and the nation, UWith the last
two questions the students are able to determine how good of a job that

they feel Dr. Grant and Dean Dixon are doing.

Drawing the Sample
The sample was drawn from a list of the OBU student body. There

were 124y names on the ¥ist and around 200 students were to be surveyed,
I made both a random sample and a stratitied sample, To make the random
sample I devided 225 into 124k and it went 5,5 times, This met that
every fifth name on the 1list was to be surveyed, To makse the stratitied
sample the names of all the students on the list were placed in a box
and 225 were drawn out to be surveyed, After both ssmples were made it
wag desided that I would use the random sample, All Black students who
were included in the 248 names to be surveyed were withdrawn from the
survey because they were to be surveyed by another student in a separate
survey. This left 233 names that were devided between another student

and myself, I was left with 115 people to survey,

Surveying the Students
I personally surveyed about thirfy-five of the students on my list,
These names included 8ll male students who live in the dorms, But I was
unable to personally sxmeybﬁhe people who live off campus and the fomale
students who live in the dorms, T malled each of them a survey, thirty-

seven {1lled out thelr gurvey and returned it,

Results of the Survey
The results of this survey are taken from seventy that were turned

in., HNearly hadfi the students surveyed hadn't even registered yet, but






Kennedy appears to be leading in the Demoeratic party. When compared
with the top men in the party he leads with the support of 25¢% of the
students, Mills was second with 21%, Muskle was third with 173 and MeGovern
was fourth with 11¥, Kennedy also reseived the support of 35% of the
students when plaged in a rase with Mixon and Wallage which was higher
than any other Democratie candidate surveyed,

Govaﬁ:rs Race!

Govenor Bumpers is in good shape, 78% of the students sald that
they would have voted for Bumpers in the last election., L% of those
surveyed sald that he 1s doing an expellent job, 43% sald that he is

doing a good job, 31% said that he is deing an average job, 10% said
that he 1s doing a fair job, and 5% sald that he is doing a poor job.

Congressional Race:

Pryor may be able to beat MeClellan if he ran aginst him, 1In a
race between Pryor and MeClellan LO% of the students said that they would
support Pryor, 25% said that they would suppert McClellan, and 313 were
not sure who they would support, In two other rases MeClellan was able
to receive the majority of the support. But in a race between him and
Bumpers the results were very glose, '

When asked to rate the Arkansas Congrossional delegation and the
CGovecnor, Mills vas considerec the best officlal Arkansas has, Dumpers
was ranked cecond, Pryor third, MeClellan fouith, Ftﬂbright) £ifth,

Harmerschmidt sixth, and Alexander seventh.



National and State Prioritles:

The students of OBU eonsider Education the most important prieritie
in both Arkamsas and the Nation., As national priorities pollution was
ranked second, orime third, employment fourth, overpopulation fifth,
poverty sixth, rase relations seventh, Vietnam war and defense elghth,
welfare nineth, and transportation tenth., The priorities for Arkansas
followed a similar pattern to the national priorities.

It appears that young people will not vote radically different from
their parente. Thus they will not have a profound effect on National
elections, But politicians will now take a greater interest in young
people and their problems than they have in the past since they have becoﬁe

voters.
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