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The Philosophy and Religion Honors Seminar has studied various theological
existentialists this semester, and in order to contrast the views of sthe-
istic existentlalists, the views of an atheistic philosopher has been pre-
sented. The method of presenting the ideas is to find the actual ob jective
facts of human existence, then to find the bases of hope in the human life,
and finally to find the existential category that results from the hope that
is generated. Sartre is the athelstic philosopher presented, and he finds
ail;the details of life, then he sees these as meaningless, and finally life
is presented as nauseating. By contrast, Paul Tillich finds man in a state
of anxiety, through a faith committment, man is then reunited with God,

and then man has the "courage to be." the following philcsopher

were studied in the seminar, and a summary of their beliefs are presented in

this report.

Fredrich Nietzsche Abraham Heschel
Jean Paul Sartre 3erdyaev

Soren Kierkegaard Martin Buber
Paul Tillich Gabriel Marcel

Jagues Maritain



Nietzsche

Nietzsche's phblosophy was that of the will to power.
His basic thoughts on changing values 1lie in the supposition
thatiGOJ is dead. Falth is an 1llusibn. Faith in God
causes man to lower himself, this 1s the cause of the present
catastrophe, He plctures the death of God as a frightful
event, but he wills godless, ness.

Believing in God causes a defamation of the world and
a fullness of actual life and to an escapism that wogld avandon
the‘world and the tasks that 1t imposes. This 1s all there
is. 1In Zarathustra God is a supposition: I want your
guppositions ta go no further than your creative wills..I want
them limited by what 1is thinkable; Neither the realm of the
inconceivable nor of the unreasonable sh&ll -be your home.
Thus God was the greatest danger and had to die. As a
delusion and produet ofhumen trickery, he became the greatest
objection to existence. But this.illusion not only distracts
men from what can actually be achieved; his existence would

bectually be unbearable for creative man.



JEAN PAUL SARTRE

Sartre starts by describing every little detail of his actual existence
including the actual mdvements of his fingers and hands. He describes the
feeling of a light house wall, the people around him, a "self-made man",

etc., and really finds no hope at all for the humen being who is attached

to this miserable existence. Life is nauseating to him in all respects,

and the human being tries to use all types of games to overcome his mean-
ingless existence, These all fail eventually, and one isbonce again faced with

the hopeless and horrible reality of his existence.

The sécond:.point is that man sees his 1life as it really is and findg no hope,
therefore he gives up even trying to make sense of his life. There is no
hope to the sickeéningilifeé:of ~the: first objective look at 1life, so men

éventually gives up .

The final point of hils philosophy is that man finally Just accepts life as
it comes without questioning lts meaning. Life becomes a thing of fate.

Man can do nothing to change the hopelessness of it all.


















Roger Schoeniger

ABRAHAM J. HESCHEL

Dr. Abraham Joshua Heschel, Professor of Jewish Ethics and
Mysticism at the Jewish Theological Seminary of America, is inter-
nationally known as a scholar and author. He is the author of many
studies on Jewish philosophy and mysticism. Rabbi Heschel was
named Harry Emerson Fosdick Visiting Professor at Union Theological
Seminary, New York, for 1965-66.

Dr. Heschel says that man finds himself in his existence and
asks himself why. In viewing life and the problems of the world, he
asks himself the supreme question, "How to Tive in a world pestered
with Ties and remain unpolluted, not to flee but to fight and succeed
in keeping the soul wunsoiled and even aid in purifying the world?"

The answer to man's problems is not to be found in reason.

Reason is limited and cannot bring man the answer. Instead of reason,
Dr. Heschel suggests that we use "radical amazement". The answer to
man's problem Ties behind the pattern and order of the universe. This
would lead man to a recognition of God, the creator of the pattern of
the universe.

Commitment to this belief in the creator leads man to a life of
piety. Piety is a life which points to something beyond itself.

This is the wisdom of the ultimate meaning of life. It results in a

righteous 1ife of service to man and dedication to God.



Nicolas Berdyaev

He was a contemporary Russian teacher and writer
on the philosophy of religion. He was é&xiled when he
was 25and was threatened with expulsion from the Russian
Orthodox Church at 43. He later became a professor of
philosophy at the University of Moscow. In 1922 he was
expelled from the Soviet Union. He went from there to
Berlin where he set up a school of philosophy. He later
moved the school to Paris. He was a very loud critic of
the way Russla was being ruled under thelr type of
communism.

He said there were three conditions of man. They
are: (1) Master; (2) Slave; (3) Free Man. He talks alot
the place of each of these conditions in his writings.

He says that the master can't exisit without the slave,
nor can the slave exist without the master. 1In his terms
there is no difference between the master and the slave
because both are in slavery to something. He says the
free man exists in himself. Slavery always indicates
alienation. Man wants to be a tyrannt, but he must strive

to be of himselfand not want to rule anyone but himself.

questlion witness answer

WHAT IS A FREE MAN
BIBLE, CHRIST, OTHER
PHILOSOPHERS
WILL TO POWER



o
MARTIN BUBER

. Thé phileospgphical ideas of Martin Buber may we#l be summed
up in his work entitled, "1 AND THOU",

He was born in Vienna and was influenced by his Jewish back-
ground, The intense mystical faith and piety of his Jewish world
encountered the world of Eurovean modern enlightment when he returned
to Austria in 1898 to study phikosophy,

Ther~ is no question that Buber's work ranks among the most
significant and creative in our day, . His cantral theme is persZon,
the value of persons as distinguished from things, His understanding
of person is a theory of relation, of the realm of the between, i,e,
of what happens batween men in interpersonal encounter,

QUESTION WITNESS 3 ANSWER

Man is in the The I-Thou relation Man becomes what
relation of 1% with God through the he is suppose-to
It, Why? @Grace of God, be,

The main thesis of 1 and Thou is the radical dif“erence between a
man's attitude to other mén and his attitude to things, The attitude
to other men is a relation between persons, To things it is a con-
nexion with objects, ‘

In the Personal relation 1l subject--l--confronts another subject
Thou. In counexion with thinzs the subject contenplates and experiences
an object,

Thus t"e basic two-fold situation in life is:

1--Thou . I--1t,

The content and rels&ion of these two worlds is the theme of I and Thou,

Thou, the other person, is shown to be a reality, It is given to me,
but not’ bound=d by me, "thou has no bounds,"

When a Thou is truly confronted it becowes an It, To speak of
and to act towards another person as if his reality consisted in his
being simply a He, that is, an It, is disloyalty to the truth of the
meeting with the Thou, A ,

There is one Thou which nev~r becomes ad It, The Eternal Thou
or God, Though we mav speak of God in 3rd person, the reality
of His approack is constituted in the fulness of the relation of an
I with a Thou,

: In truth, God may only be "addressed, not-experienced." It is
only through the relations™ip of I--Thou with God that a person cam
have the relation wilth others, Once this has been established the
I--Thou relation can fall into three spheres:

1, Li"e with nature :

2, Life with men

3. Life with intelligible forms,

This I--Thou relation with God can only tate place through the grace
of God, You must be chosen by God for this, Then it takes faith on
your part, This faith takes place aow, Nect in the past or in a dream
in the future, but now,

To Buber life is useless, except this idea of the possibililty
of the Il--Thou rel&ionship with God,

t's a mystical unity that is hard for us to realize, It goes
back to the idea of unity ad good and disunity as evil, Neverthel=ess
Buber fins this the answer to the problem of life ~nd the only hope
for man to become what he is spppose to be,
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