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The Journeyman Program

A Report
Presented to

Dr. Wolber

In Fulfillment of

A Special Studiles

by
Sheryl lathrop

December 1970




For my special studies I have chosen to do a study of the
Journeyman Program for several reasons. First of all, I am in-
terested in misslons and would like to become involved in them,
I am even considering becoming a part of the Journeyman Prograf.
Of course this decision must first be made by God refore I will
follow the plan because I am a sincere bellever of following
God's plan for my life., Although I do not know the exact plan
yet I feel that God does want me somehow to help other people
to meet their needs and hopes not only educationally but most
importantly spiritually. By making a study of this program I
will be able to discover its advantages and limitations.,

The missionary journeyman program was started in 1965,

The results of the program were so beneficial that it has been
continued.,

In order to qualify for the journeyman program one must
be a college graduate under 27 years of age. The applicants
may be eilther single people or married couples without child-
ren. Other qualifications include a skill such as teaching,
agruculture, secretarial or student work. Also good physical
health is required. The above mentioned qualifications are
basic and important but in my opinion the major qualifications
are spiritual maturity, a desire to serve and dedication to

Christ.



The service period feor journeymen is two years which in-
cludes eight weeks of training. The training program is design-
ed to prepare journeymen for what they are to face in another
culture. They learn to withstand the pressures and stress of a
tight schedule, to listen and accept varying viewpolnts and to
assoclate with a group. The program shows the journeyman what
he can cope with. It 1s a period of growing, learning and selfe
discovery. The journeymen become aware of the problems they
will face. They also become more aware of God's universal love.
After the eight week training period comes adjustments to climate,
culture and language barrier in an overseas country.

All expenses are paild for both the training period and the
term of overseas service. Transportation is provided to the
field and return. Journeymen overseas receive an allowance for
food and housing, plus a small monthly stipend tc cover inciden-
tal expenses. Severance pay ls provided upon completion of the
two-year term.

The categories of work are many. Elementary, secondary and
college teachers, medical workers, office workers, student work-
ers, youth workers, librarians, soclal workers, evangelism assis-
tants and other speciallsts are categorlies of work which journey-
men are nceded fore.

The many jobs of a Jjourneyman gives him wany opportunities
to witness. Although a journeyman may be assigned to teach
missionaries® children, her job may consist of many other things

as Dee Donaldson, missionary journeyman to Jordon, discovered.



Besides her assigned job Dee alded in Vacation Bible School,
taught courses in the summer, helped to publicize for revivals
and acted as a tourlst guide.

Journeyman John W. Hinkle was assigned to student work in
Malawli. This journeyman's work, however, varied within the first
few months., He assisted in building twe African churches by
making building blocks. This job caused blisters but it was
excliting and rewarding to Hinkle. He also used his creative
abllity to make posters for the Baptist book store windows.
Through this service Hinkle hoped to extend the good news of
Christ to the people of Malawi.

The student work involved organizing a choir, leading
Bible study, and contacting students. Hinkle discovered that
there are students everywhere who need to know Christ as their
Saviour.

Jesus witnessed to everyone, He did not omit anyone from
knowing about the promises of God. He accepted those who were
poor, dirty and sick. He did not let culture or color stand
in his way. Journeymen have an excellent opportunity to follow
Christ by loving and caring enough for people to tell them of
Christ's love,

Leo Waldrop, missionary Jjourneyman to Gecorgetown, Guyana,
had an opportunity to witness to gamblers. As a result of
Leo's concern and the presence of the Holy Spirit, several peo~
ple, including gamblers, heard the word of God and accepted Christ

as their Saviour,



The two-year service as a journeyman prepares young people
for careers in missions. To relate, to share and to love are
reasons why missionary journeymen serve.

One journeyman realized from her two year term that we
Americans put too much emphasis on words when it is the action
behind our words that is our witness. Journeymen realize new
meanings for words., They see need in an entirely new setting
and pegin to realize that thelr personal needs are not so ur-
gent, Upon seeing children go hungry, people dying because
of a lack of medicine, unclothed people and alert children being
denied any schooling we may see the true meaning of need,

Journeymen experlence lonellness because of the distance
from their homes, For Hllen Dossett, return journeyman from
Kenya, her loneliness led to a deeper relationship with God.

Sne learned to rely on God for all her human needs and discover-
ed that loneliness 1s a part of life,

An extremely difficult task as an American missionary is to
portray Jesus as the universal Christ. It is so easy to let our
culture rule our witness. Missionary Jjourneyman Ashley T, Wilt-
shire, Jr. discovered the Americanization of Jesus during his two-
year term. A Thal boy had a difficult time accepting the story
of Jesus as a Jew, Because of our American mistakes the Thai
child pictured Jesus as a rich Americans,

Culture plays a big part in witnessing for Christ. Witness-

ing must be done through Christ and not through ourselves.



Some missionary Jjourneymen have the opportunity to make
people real through Jesus even though they may be physically
handicapped, Through helping the missionary doctors and nurses
the missionary journeymen do their part for people they have
iearned to love,

Starting YWA groups may be a job for journeymen. Through
such an opportunity questions and discussions arise which jour-
neymen can lead and help to find answers. The goal, however,
is for the new YWA's to learn to find their own answers and to
become concerned for their own pecple.

Answering guestions about Christianity and dealing with
troubled youth are some of the ways student workers serve,
Honesty and simplicity are what youth are seeking fcr in the
answers to their guestions. Youth centers set up in countries
overseas, Whichare staffed with missionaries, serve as a place
fer youth to come with their questions. Those at the center seek
to proclaim on a personal level what it means to receive Christe.

Through the many jobs of a journeyman, excellent opportun-
ities occur to tell the people in other countries of the love
of Jesus.

Missicnary journeymen assist full time missionarles and
thus help to make their work more effective. Through firsthand
experience the eyes of journeymen are opened to the needs in the
mission fleld.

Upon returning to the United States Jjourneymen hecome
communicators to others by sharing the needs and opportunities

in the area where he has served.



Conc lusion

By correspondance, talking with a former missionary
Journeyman, and reading articles written by journeymen I
feel that the missionary journeyman program is a beneficial
one. The only limitations I can see are being away from
home and the small income. To me, however, these limita-
tions are greatly overcome by the fact thit the Jjourneymen
are serving people with needs and following Christ's ex-
ample. The rewards are much greater than the limitations.

I olan to continue my correspondance and also to apply
for the missionary journeyman program as soon as I am avall-

able to apply.



A Schedule of a Dedicated Journeyman

Have a quiet time every day unless it is just
impossible,

Exegete the book of Romans,
Memorize Scripture.
Study the language.

Witness every day to someone unless it is just
impogsible,

Pray for others,

3e alert for opportunities,.



JOURNEYMAN, LISTEN

Journeyman, listen:
Christ is calling you
To go serve him,

His great work to do,
His Holy Spirit,
Living in your heart,
Guldes you in dalily life
As you do your part

To help all mankind,
In his troubled mind,
To know Jesus

And his live sublime,
Journeyman, listen:
Christ is calling you.

Copyright 1970

With words by Tim Shaw and music by
Margaret Mitchell, twoe 1970 missionary
journeymen, this song was presented by
the new Jjourneymen at their commlssioning
service,












PROCEDURE AND SCHEDULE FOR MISSIONARY JOURNEYMAN PROGRAM

APPLICATIONS

Applications are mailed upon request and completion of preliminary
information coupon.

Each application includes personal data, photograph, life sketch,

transcript, references, medical questionnaire, and a doctrinal
statement.

Applications are processed once each year.

The deadline for applications is January 15.

REGIONAL CONFERENCES

Qualifying applicants will be invited to attend a regional conference
which will be held during the month of February. The conference
program will include information about overseas assignments, job

descriptions, group meetings, and personal interviews with members of
the Foreign Mission Board staff.

Applicants who are invited to attend a regional conference should
anticipate being away from their campus or job Friday. Saturday, and
Sunday. The conference program will begin Friday evening and conclude
late Saturday evening. Conference participants will be reimbursed for

the actual cost of transportation, meals, and housing expenses incurred
in connection with the meeting.

February 12 - 13, 1971 Regional Conference
February 19 - 20, 1971 Regional Conference

TRAINING

By March 15 applicants who are approved by the personnel committee of

the Foreign Mission Board will receive authorization to schedule physical
examinations and an invitation to enter training for a specific overseas
assignment in the Journeyman Program.

The training program is an intensive eight-week course intended to
prepare the applicants for their mission assignments. Training will
begin June 12 and conclude August 7, 1970.

COMMISSIONING

Following the completion of training, the journeymen will be presented
in a public commissioning service by the Foreign Mission Board. They

will have approximately one week's leave before departure for overseas
assignments.







































selection and training

Applicants must submit biographical data, references,
college transcript, and a doctrinal statement. Qualified
applicants are required to attend a regional conference
with Foreign Mission Board staff members. Those who
complete the selection and receive medical clearance
are invited to enter training.

During the eight-week summer training session, journey-
men are given a thorough orientation for their roles as
overseas workers and in the history and culture of their
host countries.

how to apply

To receive additional information, mail the attached form
to Missionary Journeyman Program, Foreign Mission
Board, SBC, Box 6597, Richmond, Va. 23230. Also, your
local Baptist Student Union director can tell you about
this program.

The deadline for application is January 15.

Published by the Department of Missionary Personnel, Foreign Mission
Board, SBC, Richmond, Virginia 23230 sw
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