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THE COF=% MOUSE MINISTRY

With a handful of kids

And the coffee house itche-
Alive to missione-

It's happening,

Happeninz all over,..

From Maine to California.

A few talbes, a few chairs,
A lenter, a lamp,

And a candle or two,

In a barn, a basement,

A store downtown,

With a flash of lisht

On a three-legzed stool--
A strumminz sguitar

And a singer or two,

And suddenly, you'r~
Where the action is!

It's the place to be

On a Saturday night...

Or Friday, after the game,

To sit around

Have a Coke,

A cup of coffegw-

Scribble on the menue

And me~t the rest of town,

A 1ot of noise,



A little conversation-
And something happens!

At 10 o'clock sharp
The spot comes on,
The show begins,

A folk sinz-r, a combo
A ballad, a nrotest,

Alwavys timely

And up-to-date,
Sometimes controvorsia
But nev-~r dull,

The program over,
Dialogue begins,

Her~ a group,

There a discussione-
Issues at hand,

And kids around

With the coffee house
And wmission in mind,
Searching for meaning
A cause for living.

Another cup,
A little cidrr...

‘e action quickens!

Hanginz loose,
Playing it cool,

Just being around,.,.
Caring

Listening

Waiting

Affirming

That Ged is at work,

A time for building
J[lonest relationships.,

A spark

b]

la=

itch

in life--

Leaping from heart to heart,

Igniting along th ay
New life,
A new beginning...

Because a handful of k

ids



With the coffee hnuse itch
Cauzht up in mission

Dared to venture, risk

Their lives, their faith

In a coffee house encounter,,.
Right where the action is,

The Scriptures tell us, "Thou shalt love thy neighbor as
thyself."z Romans 13: 10 savs, “Love worketh no ill to his
neighbor: therefnore love is the fullfilling of the law,!

There is a gresat need shown in the Bible for love for our
~fellow man., John tells that if we sav we love God but not our
brother that we are liars, But has the Church of the past and
more important is the Church of the present really loving our
fellow man., We say we do, We go out and invit- people inside
tur four wails to come to us if they want aay help. We announce
that we are going to have a revival only to se= who can Wpack
his pew, We advertige that the church 1s going to have a
study course and invite the community. We talke a basket of goods
to an underpriviledged family at Christmas, We sponsor a fifteen
minute religious program every weesk on the local KVRC and then
proudly stand and tell the world and God that WE LOVE ODR NEIGFTHOR
and that we are doing all that we possibly can for him,

Is the Church still resching the world? Can we continue to
stay with in our four walls and see people saved and feel that we
are accomplishing our mission as a €hurch? GSome people are saying
“Nol We are not doing ali we could do/ !"

The word that is being underlined in the churehes today that
are fulfilling their mission 1is WORLD:

God so loved the WIRLD
Go ve into all the WORLD
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For too long we have worried about, "What is the Church?"

It s tire we think about W"What is the Church for?" RBecause of
this new world--oriented spirit we see that the the Detroit In-
dustrial Mission is at work on the worldly terrain of factory and
office, We notice a congregation opening a storefront church in

a Baltimore shopping canter, We find dozens of coff~e houses
blossoming under church supervisions, Chaplainciss are multiplying
in state parks, hospitals, airport toerminals, on the docks, and
along the Las Vegas Strip.

For these groups who are doning s~mething about their concern
and for many of us Southern Baptists comes the realization that
Christ went out into the world where the sinners were, RBecause of
this many church have hesun special social ministries, Many have
opposed these saying that we falter from the straight and narrow
road of the Gospel when we attempt such ministries, I wonder,
though, if this mav not be what th= Gospel is all about in the
first place, This report, although not as complete as it needs
to be, 1is about a relatively new minictry of our churches, th-t
has blossomed with success one after another, knowpas the coflfee
house ministry, 4t has surely created an interest on my part to
experiment and dwell deeper into the ponssilities bf making this
a part of owur church's ministrv,

What exactly is a coffee house? There are quite a few
different types of social outlets of the church labelad as
Weoffee house", Lt originally came from the name of the meeting
place of the beatniks, vhere coffee, peotrv, music, and gensral

zathering of the group took place, The Christians have taken



these same approaches in order to reach lost people to Christ,
These Christian coffee houses ranze from a building for all the
people of the community to gather and assnciate in the heart of
a downtown metropolis to a small town church w th its little room
fro the young peopie of the community to m~et on Friday and/or
Saturday nizhts,

Lett us begin by first looking at th=> general co fees housa
that s-rves all the people and for all occasions thet is set

up in the large m~atroplises, We will then progress on to the

T

collese coiffee house with some stotistics on ifs minis

crv
across the nation, ‘then ws will conclude with a plan schedule for
the local church coffee house,

We will be able to receive murh insizht on the community
coffec housr by taking one particular coffee house in Lancaster,
Pennslvania, and studying it, This particular coffee house reaches
several different types of pcople with 1ts various prosrams, Let
us look quickly at some of the programs it offers,

I. Casual Confrontation

Staffed by a scoventy member Mlay proup', Encounter is opened
from seven to twelve hours a day, five davs a week, with one or
two persons manning the coffee urn at all times, Thus any and all
mayg come in just to z~t coffee and talk, What a ministry it is
just to take the time nnd listen to people and their problems,

Who cames in and takes advantage of this ministry?
LIhe unemployed worker poring out his job hunting frustatrions
The senior citizen with time hangine heavilv on his hands

The artist wondering whv the chiirch wou'ld be intere=ted in
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a Picasso,

The recently discharged mental patient trying to find a niche

in the world asain.

The teen ager wondoring at the dewn-to-earth face of the church

The college student caming to twist the "pious“.3
When vou can reach this many people with this many problems you have
accomplished sovnething by just being there waiting for them,

11, Group encounter: the art forms.

o take the worlid seriously means to listen to it, So when a
searching movie comnrs to town, signs g0 up in the theater inviting
people over to the Encounter to discuss the movie over a cup of
coffee, Many tin-s these discussions lead to religious matters and
the pplan of slavation mav be presented,

Discussions of novels snd plays also have becomne a vehicle of
church-world me~tingzs. Too long we have condemned books, plays,
and movies, Maybe its because we have hean afraid to face the world
with our Christiaon faith. We must face these. We must be npen to
them, if we are 2o0ing to reach the people that these medias reach,

ITI, Group=-life theology

Courses in Bible and theologv taught by Lancastsar Seminarv fac-

it

ulty also provides for intoresting and Inspiring experiences, Ad-
vertised by flirrs in bhotels, motels, bowling alleys, taverns, and
churches bring wor~ther an intr—-esting spectrum of inquirrrs from
the agnostics to the local pastor,
Iv, Public Witness

"When the church puts its feet: Jdown on the urban street, 1t

is not lone hefoars 1t beains tn feel the heat of its pavernsnt, Y

When vou ar~ ewposed ©on peopie, problems, and movernents that
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pulse through a city center=--you csn not help but hecomne involved
in rehumani-ation-=-Encounter in no excepntion,

It has made its premise availlable for a NAACP drive. Regular
meetings for the citv's civil rights groups in their thrust for
open housing took place at the Encounter, Encounter's invélvement
in public issues has served two purposes:

1, 1t has provided a handle for church-men to coune to grips
with critical social questions and do sowmething about them,

2, Servedithe zladfly function of alerting lecal churches
to thess issues and prodding them to action,

Again nany WGood Christian® people would obiect to the church's
invlovemnsnt in the issues »f the communitv, But agaln we cone back
to our original qus~stion, "What is the church for% And if the
answers include ministering to the peopie of the community how can

we get concernad with one part of their lives and not the rest, We
Nﬁ’r . - . ' / > .
arefcompromising with the world, or going down to its level--but

\
we are just reaching out to grab hold and pull op to our level.
It takes the extended hArm--we can'not grab hold without first reach-

ingz out to get that hold,

such of the activities of the c¢offee house takes place at
night, if it in a location like the Encounter, for that is when
most of the action takes place in the city., Lectures, discussions
and programs with well known personalities usually attr~ct large
crowds late in the eveninzs, Friday nishts are colleg= nights
with hootenanﬁys, r@cotd spins, or iust coffre and cokes with one's

date, To break awev from the convontional 7:30 p.n. tise for ail



church functions plays a vital role in rraching today's world,
Many of these discussions and prograns do not start until 11:00
or 12:00 p,m,

30 we gsee the work of the city cof fee house with its many
programs and various missiong, But ﬁhdwr no condition may one
continue to critize the institution that sponsors such a mission,

It must remembered that alwost every sinsgle successful coffee house
sees itself as a companion to, and nnt a suustitude for, the local
church, The very iLi“e of Encounter and othev cpffee houses lLike

i€ is dependent upon the local parishes,

But as has been mentioned carlier, there are other tvpes of
coffer housrcrs, In fact the first and still most typical coifee
houses are those operatad upon the premises of a student center on
Friday and Saturdsy nisghts, With this «¢roup can also be aided
your own local commnunity coffee houses, But now let us consider
the college coffee house as it has sprang up and multiplied across
our nation from the small eastern schonls to the hig western un-
iversities and from the Bible belt schools to the metroplis uni-
versities of the north, Their number continually increcses and
the sponsors represent virtually svery major Protestant denomination,

The best wav to report on these 1is to look at sowme statistics
taken from a survey seveoral vears azo, Although the survey was
taken in 1965 most of the ~eneral trends still hold true.5

First, we might ask where these coff-~e houses are located?
Two-thirds of the coffee houses roported on operate in existing
student center basemcents, two in all-purpose rooms, threr in rented

storefronts, Thev are open an average of 15 hours a week épread
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over three nights a week (fhe range is from three to 60 hours spread
over one to ssven days,) Generally, weakend op~ninss are most common,
All but two of the coffee houses are located within a block of a
coliege campus or clrser; the two exceptions are found in down-
town business districts, Two thirds of themn sre sponsordd pre-
dominately or completelv by studesnt groups, but several are nun in
whole or in part by local churches, Thoses 'ncated in urban settings
arc open to the general public as well a= to college students; sev-
eral, however, discriminate asgainst high school stud~-nts,

"What do you serve here?" The study shows a variety from "just
coffee™ to no fewer than 40 different kinds of drinks; par is two
or three kinds of coffee, fwo or three kinds of tea, and a cold
drink, The food side of the menus is just as diverse, from “chips
aund dips"™ and dourshnuts at Koinonia (University of Connecticut) to
20 varieties of pastries at the Loft (Univ-rsity of Burlington),
Two reported that they serve entire meals, one being the Unmuzzled
Ox (Cornell) featuring Oxburgers, Prices range from a modest ten
cents a cup to 25 or 30 cents for the more exotic flavors., Four
of the ho uses set only a 50 cent admissinn charge for all the cofa
you can drink,

The average coffee house has about 90 customers a day, ar-
ound 90 per cent of them students, Some boast a higher faculty
participipation than others; some involve local chur~hmen, Prote
estants make up ahout 55 per cent of the averaze crowd; atheists
account for somewhat more than half thes remalning number, Catholics
and Jews the r~st, Anmain the ranegc is ‘rom 100 per cent Protestant

at the Java Room (Columbia, Mo.) to 20 p»r cent at Gon Squee
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(a summer coffee house on Nantucket island,)

The number of staff members varies from one tn 25, with an
average dailly work crew of five and an averase total committee of.
thirty, Most of these are students, but five houses report that
over half of their staffs ares wade up of local churchmen or fac-
ulty mewnbrrs, It is interesting to note that the workers are
86 per cent Protestant, 3 per cent atheists, while some 33 per cent
of the customers are atheists, Thus, to a large degree, this is
a mission of the churched servingz the unchurched,

The programns are just about as divers~d as the menues, As a
general practlcs over half  of them offer planned prozrams, usually
folk sinzinz anid peotry readings by local students who ave seldom
if ever paid for their participation., WMiscussions, lectures,

.

movies, drama, jazz, soap-bor specches and classical music also

have a place on sone of the programs, Perhaps more important than

tuds

all these others are the many spontaneous personnal discus<ions which
every coffee house committee hopes will arise,

These colle:

Y

e coffee houses give wmany purposes for their work,
Some and most €aeel that in many respecis the coffee house stands in
the same relationship to the campus ministry as the church social
supprr does to the church: it provides a place for fun and fellowship
for mecting and makineg new friends, Most campus coffes houses act-
ively seek to entarlish some wind of dialogue between two or more
polar groups which at first seam to have nothing more ‘n commin

Than their mutual thirst for coffre, Very often ©his means that

the studends are enabled to meest informally with their téachers,

or at least with some of them,
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The fact that the coffee house is almost operated as a "public'
snack bar or resaurant means that it differs frowm the church soc-
ial supp r, which unfortunstely is usually a "closed" meal, after
the manner of its sacramental analoguee--at leasr it is very much
an in-group afair; people no longer drop in off the strerct, The
coffee house, on the contrary, offers an "Open'" meal, Whon Christ-
ians start offering food through an open door, they must be pre-
pared o accept the fact that anyone--and evervone--mizht come in,
even “"undesirables,"

As James @Gustafson wirtes in Treasure in Earthen Vessels:

WGod uses that which can be interpreted without refsrence to him
as a means of ruling and making himself known, Il uses the realm
of the natural and the social as an azency of mask for his pre-
sence and will toward men,"0

All the cofie~ houses se~ their activities as some manisfest-
ation of a Chri iian mission, thouszh the specific form and degree
of sophistication varies, Bill Holist=<r of the Loft see the
Christian's role in the cofifers house Yto be where Christ said he'd
meat us--in the stranger, the sick, the imprisoned, the neishbor,"
Chricstians nust point point to God's saving work "not by shouting
or erectine neon signs, but by 'shouting the gospel with our lives!
by being fr-e to speak or be silente..'" This is Y“to witness by
a missionary presence' in the world,

Now, what about your own cownunity and iis vyoung people?
Can you have a successful ocoffee house that will meet the needs
of the teenagers? What does it take to create a coffee house with

your own church vouth group?
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First you ne=d a dedicatad group of kids, a lot of d#etermination
hours of prepsration and Lrav v ani fa'th in God that He will bless
yvour endeavour, In order to really got ready for the coffeea house
itself, you nesd ahout siw work se«sions and three rehexrsals,

Thesa can take place in a week-end retreat, a camp, or confersnce,
0r an once-a-we:k meeting,

The first session can be used to see it the membrrs of your
group arc really cut out for a2 cnffee hruse endeavor, To hasgin
ths whole journey, make ihe me-iting have & coffee house atmosphere,
Ask each one present t£o draw on a pircce of papsr his 1ife on a
graph of sowe kind, especiallv noting the spirituall aspect of it,
Then divide off into small groupss asking each nnna to share with
the others his graph, Ask the members if they are really inter-
ested in working together for ths coffee house, If so, then they
ave rrady for the first unit of prepsration. (Let me make note

that this section is taken from Coffees House ltch and is only an

outline of the planning vrozram that is presented in it, Because
of the lack of desire to copy straight frow the boot and lack of
time and spaceg the work sessions and rehersal sungzestions are only
a surface look at the sugeestions presented in this source book
for presenting coffes houses, )

A few thinss should be kept in mind bv the sponsor as work

hegzins, ©ne of e important thinss is "Whyv have a coffer house

M-

n the first place?" The coffee house ministry offers a unique

opusertunity for a mesting hetween the chorrch and the secular

Q

society. It affords the voung people with a face-to-face dialogue
about the five issues of this dav., 1t offers a tangilbe way for

the yough of the church to get involved and in a way that often
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pervokes a mo e mnroninaful cownittment to Christ in their own lives,
Finallv it provides a cfimat@ for voung people with a personal faith
to Wlive ocuth this fait’ het will ultimately earn ths right Co be
heard °

Secondly, the spousor must rralize thai the real secret of an
effective coffee house is a "developed core of dedicated young people,
These you ¢ people can assist is various wavs--as walters and wait-
resses, decorators, progran comnittee, publicitv cownitt e, enter-
tainers, ets, But their main r@spﬁnsihilitv is to he a WYearing
co wunity" for kids who come to the coffee house, The pgroup wust
be welded into a real teéam, Lhev nust be honast with each other,
Learn how to communicate their faith in non-relizions terms, know
how o studv the Scriptures creativily, anl how to relate to people
in =eneral, All of these will he coveresd in the worlk sessions and

rehaoarsals,

1

Third, it is an importsnt rule to remenber that "wheres there
is no commitment, thers should be no coffe: house," This should be
understood from the first, If the vougn people are going to be in
charge and feel responsibityvy for the cnffes house, they must play
a major role in its planning, The more they can think on their own,
the better it will be, A good wav toviudge the sincerity of the
sroup, is to hove each one buy é work boaokon coffes houses such as

The Cofire House Iltch, =2nd pay for it himself,

If vou have a dediceted srous who are realiy re:dy to work
then you are ready to go fu!l blast into .reparation, VYther publi-

s

cations that might be helpful in vour preperation are Acts Alive

and Man Alive, Acts Alive is a series of eight, fast moving, group
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centered crestive workbook based uwon the Book of &cts, Man Alive
is a creative study of the orisinal Scriptures Handel used to create
"Ihe Messiah¥®, Thus a 20th Centurvy folk oratorio in a theater-in-
the-round r~sults,

The first worlk session is to help the youns peonle learn the
art of comnurication--especially with young penple in the secular
world, It seems that the biggest barrier the group will face is
communication., 4‘herefore, this is whére the training ne~ds to be-
Zin.

When the young people arrive, ask them to loo through sections
of the newspapers provided for them and teor out headlines, want ads
advertisements, pictures, and anything else that would be signifi-
cant in explsining what the averase younz person in the community
thinks, cares 2nd talks about., Then forwming these into a collage,
give each one a chance to explain his collaee to thie others, Then
a collage should he drawn of what each pei'son thinks he is like,

a kind of self-portrait., Azaln remember honesty 1s ﬁecessary. 1t
may hurt, but it is essentilal,

Again the sacond worlk session involves communication., At
this session =ach individual ‘s to tsake his person in the collace
and cpeak for him, ‘This can be written in a2 disrv style or free
verse poem or whatever, but it shoull include sore exprsssions of
strivings, troubles, disappointments, longings and yearnings., This
will help each meanber of the group better realize some of the prob-
lemns they micsht face at the coffee house, Then the session should
close with some questions such as “WApart from cevteln externals,

what avre the thiags about your Life thal wale yvou uninteresting to
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[

this versont®  Conclude by asglzineg e~ch one to answer, “If you had
the chance, how wouid you 70 «~bout relating to this oerson in a
coffee housr?® T is is & gond startivsg [olnt in Melping the young
people get ready to listen and tallk to the man? who will he attend-
ing the coffee house when it is finallv opened,

The rehersal is used to ost pesdy €05 e talent arogram part
of the coffer housse axd as a tlwé nf recrezition and fellowship for
the group and ilavited guests, The firs=t reh~rsal should include
a sgroup fwon another denomination, the sccond include a gsroup fpom
another ethicel, recial, or econimical from your own and the thrid
include a group of unchurched young people, Three main committees
should be chosan prior to the first reah-rsal, These ar~ the dec-
oration commibtes, the ﬁefreéhm@nt comnittee, and a program comait-
tee,

The decorsting comunittee will be responsible for the tables,
chairs, mwrals, lights, all sound equip-ent, and other decorations,
Tables ne~1 to bhe coversd with peper tablecloth, Ihis is ©n pro-
vide a usiace for visitors to wrjte or doodle, The wall decorations

i

will Lo supnliesd by work desioned duriae oh~ work sesnions,

£

The refreshment cowmgittss is wesponsible for creating the

menu and seacving the food, Menues should be placed on esach table--

s

listing th= choices and rhe price, Various members need to be
chosen tn work in the kitchen, while others will walt on tables,
It wili also be this comnittee's responsibility to tases care of the

N

purse,
The progrem committee will be responsibility for orgenizing

the Y“special fratureW of the coffee house, This is usually a

short, fifteen=~ or twenty-minute presentotion, It is hoped that
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it will le - ©n discussions and will by sowething of interest, There
are four kinls of prosrams: (1) a sing-a-long hootenany with a folk
combo, (2) a “show" made up of several people reading their poems,
sinzing thein original boillads, 200 interpreting their murals, (3)

A short prosentetion and discussion of a controversial subiesct of
interest, such as "the new mnrality¥, a0l (4) an open-ended time of
Creative expression anl dialogue, such as describing your Y“spiritua:
pilgrimaz=" or "self-portrait" ir a doodle--only this time you wil
be doing it with some of vour invited suests, Hold the first re-
hersal with another =zroup so ss to enlist their help and co-opera-
tion in vour & deavor,

The third work session heiins o help the voung people better
rralize reletionships within the cbffee house itself, It is not
thet difficult to g~ a larg~ crowd to attend, The problem is
heving a real impaet upon the voung people who do attend, the kids
must he able to relate t£n themdelves so that their enthusiasm mieht

1
i

@ contaginus, To crorie this feeling--and possiblyg us~ 12 a re-

Fay

source for & program--hsve the group focus upon three verses from

I Corinthians 13-«the Lnve Chapter--that tallk about relating to

-

people in the risht wav, Take verses 4, 5, and 6 ard put these

]
into your own words, Include persnnal illustrrtions and examples,
fhen notze this study f Love practical, As vou read whst you have
written ask yourself, "In all honestyv, whai is he biapest need [
have at the moment in my 1life?" Lry to realize your faults and
try to estahlish some practical steps in overcoming these faults,

With this, write & ballad or draw a picture of love (or laclk of

love) in vour worid, Rememnber this includes you,
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The fourth work session is geared to help the individual feel
the sense of belonging and being personally related to God and won-
derfully related to others through Christ, In the second rehersal

it is suzpgest

D

d to invite o group fron anoth~r ethniec or cultural
background, This wiil see how much the group hes really lecrned
abont relating with others, With this in mind, the classic "Good
Samaritan® story wiil be us~din this sassion., HKfter writing some
20th Century comnparisions, do one of thres things: (1) write a
baliad, (2) paint a mural, or (3) crente a modern play or story,
fow hink about vour oﬁﬂ 1ife and some situation vour nesd to work
on, Gan you sé~ anv similarity between your thinking and the Le-
vitel!s? Will you w+ally he albe to relate to Yundesirables% in
vour community? Be hopnest, This will really help in formulating
new attitudes,

At the second rehersal, vnu may want to arme he cofee house
and decoraze acrordingly, Since wvou ho e hed one rohersal, vou
wi L probrbly be more relaxed and be able to do a mueh heticr job,
IThe progran coariitiies now hes e vast roanurse of material fo use
for a program, Une suzzestion 1 sht he a "tb@atcr-in—tho-rOund”

production of a modern take off on "The Good Samaratan®,

The fifth work scanion hezine the la ¢ section h~fore the
actual opening, Emphasils hers is placed upon Wencounter", VYou
are now apzroaching the tise when you wi'l encounter voung people
who have bhoon turned off by the "status quo" church and its lang-
uazma, You wnust net resdy o avoid such languase when such en-

counter occurs, Session five is desizned to help in that area,

se II Corinthians 5: 17-18 and put pPaul's Christian erp-oriecae



suamary into your own words, Get away frow Wchurch talk, Then
20 a step further and degcribe the change Chrdst hon made in your

Life, not in words, but by sheping

w a pi~rce of wire, Gonclude the

session by asking "What ave fhe three greoatect issu~s the young
poepie of ihis conmunity face?" and YIn what way way has Jesus
Christ m#le a diff=rence in your own outlook on these issues?®

In the le=t of th~ work s=ssions, laok in fths Bible to the
typical coffre house tvpe, the existentialist of Christ's time--
Thomas, Recreate the story of Thomas! doubting expcrience as he
must have felt, This will heln vou to rralize that we are all just
seekers after the truth, Then in conclusion draw acain a self-
portralt as vou have changed vourseIf durine the training program,

It is time for the final rehersal, This is the first time
for unchurched guests, A coffee hnuse Cahin~t should be chosen
to hplb nrrenize the coffee house in its final stases, Lhe decor-
ating committee should chonse what thev want for wall murals and
tough up what they can for oprning night, The refreshasnt committee
should lknow what it wants to scyve and all business transacted
handled, All waiters end waitresas=s stould remember that, their
primary aim is to relet: o people, nnt just do business, Lhe
program committe~ is responsible for the feature and should plan
about a month in advaned, The progzram should be more of an en-
tertaining nature if it is geared more to the high schooler, and
more open=ended discusions if college ase is planned,

S0 hrre we h=ve it, a treininsg period outline to help your
church youth olan a coffee hounes, You are now on ynur own., Well,

not completely on vour own, You hrve each other and, most of all,

you have God, &nd as a tean there 1s no limit to whet can happen.
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The coffee house--the church in mission, the church in the
world, In the world of the college students, in the world of
the downtown metropmlis, in the World of your own youth eroup
and the vouth of your community. GCoffee houses are allies, not
competitors of ths local church. They are "to bs the hands and

feet of the Body of Chiist which enable it to work and walk in

thé world".8

I think & quote by Elizabeth O'Connor telling ithe purpose
of “The rotter's House'" in Washington sums up this paper's object-
ives in prescpiing this form of ministry:

"We will serve you, we will he with you in the
way in which you naturally =nather, Ws are not afraid
of vou, You can come anl gre thooe shrenoe people
called Christians in the martet plece~-not in their
place of worship but in your ~wn natural habitat., You
can cone apn'd ask questions., You can come and volce
your hostitilities, We «ill be uith you six nishts a
week, We will seorve vou, we will love vou, we will
pray for you anl if hy chance vou ask the reason for
the hope that *s in us, wo will talk to you, hut the
tolking will come at the end of scale, We will AJust
be there where you can find us, We wil'l Live a little
chunlk of our 1lifs~ wh=+~ you can watch what is gzoing
ONess See whethrr we know anvthing about the mercy of
God, wheth=* or not thers 1is & quality of being here
which is different from what you have found else where,
You come, ~ni1 obgerve, anl test us, We will rot pro-
tect ourselves,n?

Wilhat we seez to do is tn embody the Gospel--to
be the forpiving community, the com?gnity which knews
how to accept, knows how to love,"
May God bless ithm work of the coffee house, both now and
in the future as men and women and bovs and girls try to
talte the Gospel to the people, Where they can practice Chricte
ianity, not just preach it, There they can love and do some-

thing about it, not just pray for people, Christ said "Go".

With the coff~e houses ministry thr~ church is recally on the Y“Go,"
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