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PHILIPPIANS
A BRIEF INSIGHT

The letter to the church at Philippi, containing four chapters
104 verses and 2,002 words, is perhaps the most personal of Paul's
writings. This epistle takes on a simple meaning, urging Christ-
ians to strenghten their faith in Christ. It is inter-penetrated
with doctrines, not in formal statement as in Galatians, Romans,
and Hebrews, but in incidental allusion for practical ends. !l

The dominant theme of this short letter is joy. There
is a marked absence of formal doctrine, showing that Paul's
principal motive was not to systematically teach formal doctrine,
but rather to commend their fellowship and to thank them for
their prayers and gifts sent by Epaphroditus.

In discussing the gq%eral background of this epistle, sev-
eral points will help in understanding its message to not only
the church at Philippi, but to modern day Christions as well.
These points are: 1) Authorship (internal and external evidence)

2) Date of letter
3) Destination and origin (place and people)
4) Purpose and occasion of writing
5) Theme and contents (outline)
AUTHORSHIP

The Pauline authorship has never been seriously doubted.

External evidence is both early and strong. References are found



that confirm Paul's authorship in the writings of early Church
leaders. These begin with Polycarp, and include the ancient
letters from the Christigns of Vienne and Lyons.2 Another
allusion to: a Pauline authorship is found in the letter of
Clement of Rome to the Corinthians. (c. A.D. 96)3

Internal evidence is equally convincing. There is an
artlessness, a delicacy of feeling, a frank outpouriné of the
heart which could not be simulated. Like II Corinthians, this
letter is a mirror of the Apostle's personal life.4

In the opening salutation Paul and Timothy are mentioned,
yet Paul is responsible for the composition. He begins at once
in verse three of the first chapter with a singular use of his
name and continues throughout. 1In chapter 2 verses 19-23,
Timothy is mentioned gQuite objectively but is not named in the
final salutation of 4:21. This implies to the reader that

Paul was the only author of the book of Philippians.5

DATE OF LETTER
It is more difficult to speak with any confidence as to the
actual date of the writing of the epistle. 1In fact the chron-
ology of Paul's life has been under discussion among theologians
for years. Robertson emphasizes that "the crucial date is that

of the arrival of Festus as Procurator of Judaea."6

To pin

an actual date of writing depends on the year in which the
Procuratio Felix was recalled and replaced by Festus. Some point
to the end of the year 55 or the early paré of 56. This would

make 57 the year of Paul's arrival in Rome, and thus, if the

former arguments are valid, Philippians would have to be

)



assigned to the year 59, as he approached the close of his two
years' captivity at Rome. However, this dating is much earlier
than the accepted chronology, which would refer the recall of
Felix to 60 and the Apostle's arrival in Rome to 61. This
would date the letter somewhere within the year 63.7
But, C.H. Turner in his articles on Biblical Chronology,

states that the year 58 is the year of the recall of Felix and
the arrival of Festus in the province of Judaea. Paul would
thus have reached Rome early in 59. Hence, in all likelihood,
Philippians was written towards the close of the year 61, when
matters had taken so favorable a turn that the Apostle could

reasonably expect a speedy release.®

DESTINATION AND ORIGIN

The church of Philippi was the destination of his letter.
In Acts 16:12 it says that Philippi is a city of Macedonia.
The city was probably the first city in the first district and
not the capital city. The capital city at this time would
probably be Thessalonica.9 The people loved Paul and were
interested in his work. Being discouraged by his imprisonment
they sent Epaphroditus, a fellow churchman to visit Paul and
to carry a gift to him. It is important to realize that Paul
is not writing to people that he does not know but that he is
writing to a former congregation. This context gives the

L. 4
writingvpersonal and warm touch.

PURPOSE AND OCCASION OF WRITING

The occasion for Paul writing this letter came when Paul



was going to send Epaphroditus home after his recovery from
a serious illness. This gave Paul an opportunity to write to
them and to give them insight into Christian living and also
to commend his co-workers, Timothy and Epaphroditus.

Commentaries mention other purposes for Paul's writings.
American Commentary mentions the possibility that Paul was
softly warning the church to guard against divisions. "Dangers
threatened them. Dangers from persecuting heathen, from false
Jewish teacherj, and from the pernicious example of worldly
Christians. Against all these threatening perils the apostle
urges them to stand fast in a spirit of loving, unselfish
harmony, and of careful observance both of his teachings and
life.l0

Broadman suggests that the major purpose was that Paul
wanted to pour out his temptations. He gave them the story of
the awaited news. First his imprisonment and that it had
advanced the gospel. This is shown in 1:12-30. Secondy that
the verdict was still being awaited (2:23). Third! that he
was confident of his release (2:24). And fourthkthis gave

£
. . . . i . 11
him an opportunity to give them some basic exéﬁtatlons.

THEME AND CONTENTS
As stated previously Paul's main theme is joy. And as
stated above this theme was carried out by means of several
e#é;tations. These basic points help the reader to see that

Paul's intent was to build up and not to tear down.



These exertations are:

12

1) Harmony and unity is the aim of work (1:27-29)
2) Humility as exemplified by Christ (2:1-11)
3) They should have joy and gladness among difficulities
(3:1-41;4:7)
4) They should have noble virtues (4:8-9)
5) They should settle the disagreements among themselves
6) Warning against the Judeaizers (3:18-21) (273
Also a detailed outline Paul's path of thought.
Two are listed below.
OUTLINE
I. Salutation..e.ceeeeeocecsnccoscsancnns 1:1,2
II. Thanksgiving and prayer........ eeees 1:3-11
III. The unconquerable Gospel...ceeeeesss 1:12-14
IV. Unprincipled preaching......... +eess 1:15-18
V. Life or death?...iccieeereeccecccnns 1:19-26
VI. Exhortation to steadfastness........ 1:27-30
VII. An app=al to Christian experience... 2:1-4
VIII. The supreme example of self-denial.. 2:5-11
IX. Continued exhortation............ ee. 2:12-18
X. Plans for reunion......ceeeceeeeecens 2:19-30
XI, An interrupted conclusion.......... . 3:1-11
XII. The homestretch.....ccceeescee ceeess 3:12-16
XIII. A Christian commonwealth.....c.oc... 3:17-21
XIV. Apostolic advicCeeseseececocceccsssanss 4:1-9
XV. Appreciation for the gift........... 4:10-20
XVI. Greetings and benediction........... 4:21-23

From The Open Biblsa




Salutation 1:1-2
Thanksgiving and Prayer for the Philippians 1:3-11
For Paul to Live is Christ 1:2-4:1
Therefore the Gospel is Carried Wherever Paul Goes 1:12-13
Believers in Rome are Encouraged 1:14
Paul's Attitude Reflects Christ 1:15-18
A Difficult Decision: to Live Here Below for Christ or to
tea be With Christ 1:19-26
The Meaning of "To Live is Christ" 1:27-2:30
The Manner of Life is to be Worthy of the Gospel 1:27-30
The Attitude of Christ is to h@ Ours 2:1-18 .
The Example of TlmothyCZ 19-24/ and Epaphrodltus\2 25~ 30
Surpassing Worth of Knowing Christ 3:1-11
Necessity of growth 3:12-16
Contrast between the Enemies of the Cross and the Friends
of the Cross 3:17-4:1
Some Final Exhortations 4:2-23
Plea for Unity and Peace 4:2-9
Concluding Testimony and Repeated Thanks 4:10-20
Greetings and Benediction 4:21-23

From The Biblical Expositor




FOOTNOTES

lB.H. Carroll, An Interpretation of the English Blble,
(Nashville: Broadman, 1947) pp. 214-15.

2y. Robertson, The Expositor's Greek Testament, (Grand
Rapids: Eerdmans Publishing Company) p. 401.

3Robert Mounce, Introduction to Philippians,The Open
Bible, (Nashville: Nelson, 1975) p. 11l1l1.

4Robertson, p. 407,

5Merrill C. Tenney, Zondervan Pictorial Encyclopedia,
vol. 4: Letter to the Philippians, (Grand Rapids: Zondervan
Publishing Corporation, 1975) pp. 762-767.

6Robertson, p. 406.
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81bid.

9F.F. Bruce, The Acts of the Apostles, (London: 1955)
pp.312-13,

lOAlvah Hovey, An American Commentary on the New Testament,
(Philadelphia: American Baptist Publications, 1896) PP. 3-4.

1lprank Stagg, Broadman Bible Commentary, vol.ll: Philippians,
(Nashville: Broadman, 1971) pp. 178-84.
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