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The final beek 1% a ceollection of stories net in the mythical Welsh land
of Prydain wen the 1969 award for Lleyd Alexander. The High King concludes the
astory ef Taran, Princess Eilonwy, Gurgl, Filewddur Fflam and Dell, Although I
am not familiar with any of the other stories ( 1l Black Cauldren was runner-up
for the 1966 award) I think this one can be read well without knewledge of the

others even though there are references to former incldents. Zhis story had as

a majer emphasis knewledge of self and loyalty to mood,

Based on a true story told to the author in bis childheod,Sounder won the
1970 Newbery, Willlam H. Armstrong writes in a simple style that belies the depth
of the beek, Theugh the stery is simple and the characterizatlions not rounded, the
beek transcends chlldren’s llterature, easily classifylng as a classic for all ages.

Summer of the Swans by Betsy Byars received the 1971 award, The story tra

ces Sara's grewing up within the search for her rethrrded brother. An excezlent
story ef self acceptance and realization. The brok 15 natural and heonest,

Robert C. O'Brien wom in 1972 with hls story of cooperatien, Mrs., Frisby and

the Rats of NIMH, This story ls unique in i{s anlmi) viewpoints., The mouse who

" - v ] i

alds the rats who ald her is loeked upon by oblizw ios ws v iy Trwve, ol sl T

‘1l hedpplng onre anether must be a way of 1life. The mixture of third and first

persen te tell the steries of past and present is aliso very geod, ‘
This February a book in the traditien of Island of the Blue Dolphins(the 1961

winner) received the award for outstanding work in children's literature, Julle ef

the Wolves by Jean Craighead George 1is a btouchling clory conco.miiag 2 zirl caught
batwewn ot only a changing soclety but also in the srips ef maturing to wemanheed.
It 1s ene of the mest realistic of all of the Uewbery beooks, Perhaps it will net
be appreciated by many but children whe read it will understand the glrl with twe
names and her struggle feor survival, The beok wutllizes leng flashbacks as well as

the mere cemmen linear story line,

As the table shows, the steries are set in many different lecales., The setting
for mest ef the books(18) is the United States ates, This figure includes beoks
with specific American settings and these with a goneral American setting. Eurepe
i1s next wlth six boeks set in most or all eof the Huropean countries. Seuth America
and Galiles have ene bheck each.

The duratlion ef the stories varies from the @xtreﬁely short ene day ef A
Wrinkle in Time Te the long (90 years) of Amos Fortune and Carry en Mr. Bewditch,

Although almest twice as many wemen receilved the asmard than men,more stories
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