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A SLUDY Cit BILLL

This paper is o tyoe of study of a nine veor old boy whom
I stall call Bil1l. Bill is from a rnormal widdle class family. He

s

is in tne fourth grade. His IL.qe 1s sversge.idis nental age snd

foe)

chronological age are Jjust about the same. In 2ll respects Bill

¢

geems to be o very normal boy., e does have lasses,; bult as yetb
he has not worn them to his sesslions,

Bill's problem is that he lacks an interest in reading. He was
civen the Durrell Analysls of Heading Difficulty test. 1s mediun
arade for the orsl reading w2eg 3.9. 2nd nls wedinn grade for silent
rendiny was 4.9, He seems to be better in silent readins. His score
was sbout £ifth grode in listening, 6.5 in flash words, and 4,0
in gpelling.

Bi1) rneeds orsal reading practice. He tries to read too [rgt,
and then does not comprehend what he reads. He needs securlity in oral
rendine, He malnly lacks et fort,

31171 needs to learn to orgonlize what he rends and pget out
the main idens,  when he reads, his volce 13 nervous, hizh-pitched,
repetitious.

is reading speclallst let him pick oub some hooks to take

A

home. He sald he looked a2t them but dld not resd theime.
Bill's wmother 1g particulsrly interested 1n nis taking an
1in the sunmer,

blsns for him.

e Ohe also w ots to



he 1s reading. *he 1s going to try to improve his concentration,
3111l has aleo been reported as a bhehavior oprohlem in school.

I am not sure how thilg relates to his reading proovlem,.



February 5, 1970
Today Bill brought his glasses for the first time. wWhen he cane

1

in,; he had them on ton of his he=d. The tescher beogn by Lalklng
about his plasses nnda her contact lenses.  she took one of hers out
for him to sec. He geemoed to he very intervested, Thls losd to an

lmprombu sclence lesson on the eye.

Bill seemed to be personsble enourh, but he gove the lupression

-

—h

of trying to prove himself. iHe acted very Lioleal of his e roup.

)

te moemed to B oa 1litle nervous because all during the sension he

tock hig sloasses on #nd off and ola

ayed with 2 pencil.

e tescher gove him o Heading Interest Inventory and sak hilm

to fi11L 1t out. He was very oblicing, He sald he wag very 1ohereated

s

0

By

in television, e likes Adem 12 and Lwilli-ht Zone. He told about

2o oartleular episode on Lwili-ht Zone.

Bill also soid he likes to nlay rames. He keot brinciv o oo
pool.  That geewms to be a favorite., e also told asbout a onoer wome
he hod made up and scemed quite nlensed anout it,

B1L1Ll then informed the tescher that he did nobt like to read
snyohing. de gald 1t took too much tilmwe. e had never cven heoced of

sports Illustrsted. In sclence class he saild he didn't pay ~ttention,

he Just drew pletures. e doesn't even vead the funny novers.  Howe
gver he does like to rerd the funny in bnbale -um,

According to 8111, he hasn't read o hook In over » yeoi. iie hes
checked out hooks in the &ibroary, but Jjust tokes thea brcke. e

' £ £

corirented thot he wiched his wother wouldn'®t nHush him to read.

The teacher ask him about sueh wn-czlnes asg Jack and Jill and

pnipty Lumoty . Le said they were for bhabiles. lie alao cownnentbed



thet books hud too meny pa_es. e saild he 1ikes to collect them, but
he doesn't 1ike to reod them. He said aobody cver reade to hivl.

B11) did show a sli-ht interest in science Tiction. wne alao
gald he liked joke books, The teacher showed him o book with soue

code messaes In 1t,  He onicked un the book and bersn flipoiw

through 1it. e took the hook home with him, It is o book by
gdgrr Allen 2oe with scoary stories in it.
8111 swys he wants to be = bachelor, out he conldn't spell
it. e wents Lo 50 o dates nll the time. e also Lold about
other thin_.s he had done lilke toke » olrl to Lhe show, ‘o to brsketbs11
eames, ond dreams he had hed,
I was ver,; interested in the fact that there was something
BiJl wented to tell the tenscher, but he -ouldn't tell her with me
in the reom. e said Lhet becruce I am worried I o m svn <dult,
ie gald aduits ulways tell when they sren't supposed to, Lhe

firuy thins ig that the‘TGQOUCP i1g older then I am,




Name of Pupil

1.

2.

9.
10,
11,
12,
13,

14,

REANING INTEREST INVENTORY

Date

What do you do when you are not in school?
What games do you like to play?
Do you enjoy reading magazines and books?

What kind of books do you like to read?

Biography News
Adventure legends
Animal Stories Aviation

Name some books you have read this past year.
the best,

Do you get books you read from home? Sd ool?
friend?

What kind of books and stories would you like
What magazines do you readz VWhy?

Do you like to read newspapers? Why?

Do vou like to have somecne read to you? Who

NDoes anvone encourage you to read during your

Mystery

Poetry

plays

Check the one

you like

Public Library? lL'rom a

to read?

reads to you?

leasure time?

Would you like to have books of your own? what kind?

What school worlk do you like best?

What do you want to be?

who?

Myths



Febru-ry 12, 1970

Bill came in todoy wesarine his loases ogain and in = very
vood mood. He told the tencher how he hod sotten in trouble in school
today. Lhey talked for o little while =aboutl flying kiteg and other
thi gy of interesl Lo the bhoy.

oiJl s=aild he hod worked on the book of codes, lowever, he hoo
not read the book yet. He 1s poins to keep it for o while longer and
try 6o read 1t.

The teacher had brought sone books on ghosts and scary stories
like 111 had sureested he wizht bhe lotercested in. <2he read him Lwo

and o oot peses of o story from Ghosts, ghosts by Phyllis K. tenmer,

Ihen she had nin write 5o endiny for the story. ne seemned to be
interested in what was golng on,
It took him o few minutes Lo cet started with his writing. after

he finished, the te:cher read whot he had written. Then she read him

the endin. to the ori ina1l storye. e @21d he would 1ike to take the
book home snd re d o few of the stories, The tesmcher nlso told him

-bout cnother book she had there for him to look at, & Wrinkle in Lime

by Madeline L'Znle.



February 19, 1970

Bill came in straight froﬁ school today, He said he had read a little in
the book of ghpst stories the teacher gave him last week, e said he tool it to
church to read, byt didn't read it., He also commented that he had tried to
read to a friend, but the friend would not let him.

The teacher got out the textbook More Than Words, She and Bill looked

through it and talked about some of the stories, She ask him to read the story
of William Tell and he did, 1le was reluctant to start reading and kept putting
it off,

Bill seemed to be trying to read very EFast. lle made such mistakes as saying
blow for bow, shaves for slaves, and Swess for Swiss, Ile does not watch his
punctuation too close at times and his reading is not always smooth.v e would
run words together and then couldn't understand what he had read,

The teacher asked him questions about the story., He answered most of
them ccrreectly,

Next he read from a Reading Skills Card from the Webster Classroom Reading
Clinic., 7Te answered four out of the six questions on the story correctly,

Tle also worked through two of the Webster Word Wheels, He pronounced all
but five of the words correctlv, His mistakes were things such as saying shot for
shoot,shock for shook, aud:c%ooge for close,

A\t the end of the sessicn, the teacher took him over to the Cuachita

library and showed him where to find bobks to read,



IPebruary 26, 1970

Today RBill came in singing 2 song about school not being for him. lle
talked about school for awhile and how he does not like noems, !¢ salid he
hadn't read anvthing this week but his school books, lie forgot Lo read the
ghost story that his teacher ask him to., She ask him to read one of the
stories and tell it to her next week, Ile sald he would tell it to her, but
he would not read it to her,

The teacher as!t Yim 1f he had ever been to the zoo. He said ves
and they talked about aniwmals, This lead to his reading about cawels Erom
the Yebster Reading Clinic, On the questions he had to answer on the card,
he missed one. When the teacher First ask him to veaa it, he said he didnt't
want to, We wanted to do gscmething sensible like wmnake airnlanes. The
teacher also told him about : bhook on camels tu.t he could read Lor next
weel and f£ind the answers to some questions.

Next the teacher had him read some sight vphrase cards by Dolche. 1le said,
"y read them? I low all the words,'" sfter he got siarted, he seemed to

LN

enjoy it, he few mistakes he wmade were due to carelessnesse.

Beginning next weck, the teacher is going to wake a poster to record
the hooks and stories he reads. Tor books, he gets a bipg star; and for
stories he rets a small star., Ile salid he thousht this would help to wotivate
him, Then he remembered a

story e had read on Batman, e told about ik,

The teacher told him a storv about Jea Wolfe. He was very interested.



March 5, 1970
7111 came in today without his glasses. lle was carrying a stack of

booits, He said he had read the story Eddie and the Fire Engine and he told

us about.it, The reading svecialist ask him some questions about the book
which he answered,

Bill said that he and some friends had written secret codes to each other
from the code list in 7Toe's book. However, he said he had forgotten to read
any stories, 1ile also said that he didn't ansﬁer the questions on camels;

nor did he read any of the stories out of Ghosts. WHe is going to take the

book home for another week,
Bill got to put a star on his chart for reading a story this week,
He commented that he was glad he had read one so he could put up the stare
After a few minutes, Bill remembered that he had read the story Lddie

and the Fire Engine a long time ago. He couldn't remember the name of the book

he had read this week, ¥Finally, he remembered that it was Clara Rarton, Then
he told us about the new story,
e all went to the library. The reading specialist rcad him the story

"How the Camel Got His Hump,” from Just So Stories by Rudyard Kipting.

This was the story he was supposed to have read for himself this week, He
seemed to be pretty intercsted in the story.

Also, in the librarv they looked up camels in the World Booke Then the
specialist read him the story of the'Tell-Tale Heart" by l'oe. lie nlayed with
a paper cup while she rcad, but he seemed to be listening. He said he liked

the storv,



ez

For next week, Bill is supposed to read some more stories out of
Ghosts. She ask him to bring in any other books that he read.

Billts mother was sunposed to come in this week to talk to the specialist,
but she forgot to come., They tried to set up another tiwme, but couldn*t £ind
one convenient to both, They will try to get together one day next weck,

The reading snpecialist wants to ask the mother such questions as:

1. Does Bill know why he is coming here?
2. Do vou try to wotivate him to read without pressuring him?

3. Does he see vou all read at home?



March 12, 1970

I was unable to go to the session with Rill today, but L found out the
details from the reading specialist. She used the tachistoscope and the
controlled reader with RBill, She said he seemed to enjoy it wore than he
has anything so far. He did real well, too.

Pill had read a story about soae wittens., The rearning specialist saild
it was not much of a story, but it was something., 'e gol to 'ut a star on
his chart.. le enjovs this a lot,

The specialist still has not worked out a timc te mect with Bill's

mother, but she is still trying.



March 19, 1970

pill came in today wearing his glasses, Ile looked real tired and said he
had had a tiring day at school. He did not seem to be too enthusiastic about
doing anything.

Bill was determined to get his star this week even though he had not read
a story. He thought up all sorts of reascns why he should have one. |le
said he had read a story about India in Geography and wanted to count it, but
the teacher would not let him., He also said someone had read a story to him,but
that did not count either,

We all went upstairs to the reading lab and Bill read from the Controlled
Reader, The story was about Andrew Johnson, After the story, he answered the
questions, lle missed. two,

When we went back downstairs, Bill said that he had been forgetting to
read the story from the ghost book, UHe said he had too much homeworks

The rea@ing specialist read him the first chapter from the book

A Wrinkle in Tiwe, This is a scary story about esp. When she had finished

reading, she ask him if he w,s interested in finding out how the story ended. He
said he was, but he did not want to take the book home. She said they could

read on it sowme more next weeck,



CONCLUSIONS

This was my last time to wvisit with Bill because I will be going out to
do my practice teaching. I have really enjoyed this, and I feel like I have
profited a lot from going to these sessions,

In my opinion, Bill's problem is more of a home problem than a reading
problem, Apparently, his mother‘just reprimands him for not reading, but does
not encourage him to read, BShe doesn't remind him to read his stories eash.week, Ile
doesn't even realize he has a reading problem, It seems that he gets little or
no stimulation from home, Perhaps if his mother or father would ask him
to read to them that would help, The father is hardly ever mentioned. The
mother seems to be the strong influence in the home,

I think Bill reads about average for his age. He does not like to read out
loud, and when he does he tries to go too fast and doesn't pay attention te
what he is saving, I think he lacks self-confidence,

Some weeks he seems to be a little more enthusiastic, and then the nest week
he won't be, However, I think coming to these sessions will help him in the

long run,
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