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equipment. Graduating
from the University of

Missouri 2 age nineteen
with & degree in Civil En-
gineering, Gerig began
work in his profession,
winch eventually took him
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By 1905, he became a di-
vision engineer in charge
of constructing a major
segment of the Panama
Canal. When the canal be-
CRame ';,r"ah'mal It was
the largest American en
OINeeTIng project to date
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project,

s Gerig returned
the United States and
kedd first for a railroad

then as consulting en

ginerr for the digging of
the New York Barge Canal
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2014 the Barge Canal
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Plades “as a nationally sig-
nificant work of early
twentieth century engi-
neering and construction
that affected transporta-
tion and maritime com-
merce for nearly half a
century.

William Gerig retired
to Arkadelphia in 1938.
He died in 1944 and was
buried in Rose H)"' Ceme-
tery. A couple of years af-
ter his death, the L()r‘pﬁ of
..”:'!T a 352
ing dredge boat
named it the “Gerig”

in his honor
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William Cnﬁg whde not a native of Clark County
calied Arkadeiphia home, and he held a distin-
zuished career as an enzineer.
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