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il » E) . 1
fne evoluthon of man from scvepge to soplisticnted cosmo-

nolit n, o his - Tron bribel Lo technonalitin, and of its

—

i

istitutions from femi-y o hipghly speciolized educotion systems

has reouired hundreds of thonsands of yeors. Huring that tiae
m nts needs have chonged, his soclety hed matured, snd its
irvstitutions hove dnereasas in fhelr nuwber and comnlesity.

“hronghout this evolvement, however, certein cloments have

alweys been orcs nb. fweng these elerents has beon relipicn.  from

the time man [irs sone myotical nover, he has always

ober thos himself, The erbodiment of this

looled wo o boing
nower hes chinged 2t differont 41 es thronghout the opes.  Zach
time such a tr-nsformaticon hes occuored, there have beoen wen

Hosteorn woat Pomllinoe with the leaders of the Judaco-

Christisn heritpe. Sorapsm led his vife nnd nepheuw from the
Land of Ur to "o lond thvet &L will show you' and ting Look the

Tirst stoo tow . wd the cstablishment of the moncthelstic webrow

f~ithe  An enlargement of this £oith came with vesus Christ's

three~yenr ministey on earth. When he left, he charged el

discinles with the responsibility to lead men to sce vhriobls
coobhe folnileent of the lebrew foith.

-]
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Yince thot time there heve been wany aMerstions within the
Christion church. len such as Yonstantirve, buther, end Yesley
were insi umentsl in these chongos, In the twentieth century,

there are also rcligions leaders who are instignting chenss

within the Christisn church vhich +ill, they howc, ma
misgion ~nd ministry more comvatible with the iadustrelized,
urbon socinty of the day,

among these leacers are lsrvey Loz, tialcolm boyd, and
Wiliinam Slonne Uofiin, This neper will attewnt to denl wit = the

ideas of these mern conecerning the apvroach they consiccr most

immwortant to o chenge within the churceh,

UL VEY COX

darvey Uox analyrmes the condition of today's church and
discusscs internal slterations the Church is making and must
make in order for 1t to be current with the chensos occurring
within society. These chineos must be made, Cox maint ins,
hacsuse tho theolosicsl doctrines and relipgicis forms we nove

o

inherited from the nost hove rosched the end of thelr usefulness.

some of the traditionsl dogmas sirike modern “hwistlons as ot

H
i

oot misleading, nt worst downright superstitious. +or thou
the iden thot faith mesns believing witheut decunte evidence hus
lost ~1L onol,

is not its voctrine

The moin com isint chout toe chieh to

but that it o

[ Rad

ls to live un to i
whe droo out of church <o so not becruse they connot vnse stred

their ch reh's doctrine but boesnse the church hoas ab ndened ibs



Page 3

. o

role ns the conscilence-trovbler and morsl avint-garde of soeclety.
duving the merches in Liles o which martin Luther sing led, one
young Catholic admitied to Lox that he Y. o qit attending not
becsuse Ll'm bothered by the lrmaculate Yoncoption but begcause
the Uardinal hns done nothing o clame down on those lHass-poing
Cotholics who cre clobbering Yegrocs with rocks and bot .uo“l
dccording to Vox, the yornger reverntion of Lhristisons is
now insicting thst the chu ch eitier live us to ite words or get

out of business, for these Uhristinns, Yod can be encountercd not

orly lnside a church building but also in the com-lexities of

everydey 1ife. The prowing groun of voung churchmen who are

it costs
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ployving in soclety ic not

1inited to rrotestants; meny Catholics are aluo intercated.

Cox attributes the civil rights movesent with giving these

ge their work and to come up {rom the

veo Lo the Lmpetus to en
"undergpound.® dn the civil rights morches, mony people whe
agreod on many of the some issuss were broupght bogethce for the

1

first time. ‘revicusly, bthey had been kevot unasrro ol their

rotenti ) wower bacouse they hod been senarited by differcnt

il
[

clitias,

denominaticns and
o0 - . e N - B e . .
the clerpy hos taken successiul Ulrot in its eflorts to

tici ate fully in coclsl dssucos however,

obtain the right to no

nefore it can

it has mary more longer and harder stens to
elain full success, In s 1906 issues of “ormenvesl, the editor
listed violations of freedon of consclence that had come to his
attention during the precoding two weeks. Lhe erticle menticned

two dosuits at St. feter's Collepe who had boon ordered to shut



Yope |y

W eiter vublicly stating thot they thought dmericals wosition

in Viet wrm wos dmmoral.  fnother case eited was that of LTy

in New York. The faculty member:, some ol them

‘ricsts, had staged o strile sgaingt a serins of inf.ingments on

their aciomic ivesdon, Thirty-one were fired, Une co.ld ensily
make oosi dlor list of Frot:otont elergymen whe have been dismissed
or demoted for trolki g unnooulsr steonds or have snent oo much

2
- - H - v - N - 0 3 bl
tice dn "novrcliglouns” cetivities,

Lox is confidently ovtimistic that the domen Untholic Uhurch
will follow the lend of the procressives, i points oub tont
while they ~re not iwow succecding in removing conserv tive

archi:ishe s and crrelinals, they reo not bel ¢ excommunic b«

either., *e iurther emphisiges the uncenny [lenibiiity of the

somen Uotholic Church ~nd exprer sus thet Abg ¢ opneity

o
£

Tor dilversity and dnner tension will prebably puel

room
it throush the coming cvisis v lotively uvhited,

In the P'rote. t-nt churches, the minister's biggest problem
ig the socially conservitive laymen vho sit on the boards thet

‘nietions are not entlroly

rale the churches, fqlthough mout denc

Leyecontrolled, it is from this source that west of the nowerful

inl action comes. Hinioters whe do not serve

ro wore insuloted fro- this lay contreol

and ore thms rmore litely to particirate in sociil wction than
vastors of local churches. Yox states that of the mny cleryy-
non vhe lew inbo Yolmn, a disprouortionste wmriber weoe deno=

pinational and interdenominctional sbalfl workers, coliepe and
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university chapleins, ond ministers of missions not directly

3
3

denendent on o congropstion for finsncisl suovort.'t

il

ine crisls o minloter has to fAce usually hos moro to do 1iith

what the m'nicter doos thrn with whot he siys. douthern congre-

cotions have been known to tolke larges dosens of brotherly love

1

in sermons, but when the min stor sgrees Lo serve on & corru-

niby relntions council or a biracilal committue, he courts real

trouble. The sime thing heppens to a Northern minister uvho joins

2 grom nrotisting de facto seprerg tion or cupperting the picketing

B

of a real-esbobe apent wie nroctlees discrimin bl i,

.

4oprowing hurmier of noonle on the nrtionsl misslon strfls

tive exnerience in inner-city slw: churchew,

Joring the ten years following vorld war 11, many of the most

vouny minil tors turned down suburbon ehurches

and went to the Horlems and wetts of

A

whng spiritual? mindstry was dnediourte snd boror o

.

desl vwitp institutionsl oolilics ond structor’ oroblems.
Therne men have now moved into the hierarchies of the fret-

estant denominations. They are determined to bring the church
o £

inte a larje-sc 1ieh they once I cod

locolly., *her are ass ming the reins of woior in cort in

o the Ulmreh. ‘heir i:oflucnce will wrebsbly contime to ex

and sivce t sre dnside the structurs of the Uhurch, the

bossibliity of 2 rupture which mony hove predicted s dlwinilshed,
fhese minicters hove no intention of puliing out when they have
iy

a rceal ehence of w-uing 1t over.



fhere are sirns of something new cmerping in the Church

at the grass-roots level, Uponns throughout the country have

eatoblished "churchos’ de the reods of that

gronp,  wuch congrogotions vary widely from one nnother,

but they have a cormon desire for erxperimentstion in worship,

s zeal for socisl ch in their communities, nnd an openne

to the seculir world. Une such congregabion iu the Church of the
vaviour in Weshinpgten, Dicd. Founded by dowbton Go Goobr, a former

wouthern Army chavlsin, it is famous lfor its coff-ehouse

ilon T

"The Potter's House," wherc part of the congre

weelkly over cgoresso ond mufiins, using a give-nnd~take formsb,

Cox belicves that,in addition to the lormation of new con-

lons vhose forn fits its members, new forms of worshi;: mist

be incorporntod dnte the services of traditional congreg

tions
He traces the use of the arts for religicus »urposes from a

20,000 year-old cove painbi to drama which was used by the

5

sncient Urrelis and we

ieval Vhristiens, to the use of music in
the chnreh after the sixteenth contury., smske whicn wos conten=-

norary with the tisea, he avers, inroduced dinto the

church; however, it tended to cling to the musicel modes ol the

rrevious century, e reminds those who onvose the we of guitors

.

and dres in bthe cliwrech that the vivs o wos oonee Vigorousdt)

7

f
G0

Uoncerning the chonses occurring within the church , Cox
Writes

"he current viporous novement of “hristisns out of
cultic withdrawal und Lano energ hic vLLcinﬁf' i




certainly ¢zl for reinterprctaiions of many troditlonal

doctrines, +dconle s VEERN the:

world Lik : i \1eughb hUC, nad anywhere

Loy snd mhaa; do men come ho terms with

iportont in 1ife? UO@S the puny humon
significonce in the HP~L$W“T"DU

wet  ts there anyt

' sbrivings

what iﬁ
enterny

i . '
fhe answer to these questions, according to Cox, will not
be obtrined by those who fearfully cling to troditicnsl formulatias,

nor will they be dlscovered Ly those who call for the dissolution

of deity ton of foith, Lf they found, vhose who

the oxbine

acowire them will be the ones who toke the risk of reconstructilon

and. innevation even in wmati

e thot affect the deepest hope

fears of wan,

s LG BUTG

e entl

In dircct controst to Harveyr Yox's
Church is ¥elenlm Boyd's streus on the neocds of the individual,

= hils work., dhile in

Boyd's

VO

~e boeame an sthwelst, but he Iatr chengsad his

seonolion miniotry in 19545, Before he entered the

'

ministry, he spent ten

rs Lo sdvertising, public relations,

- '( By N M T P ]
ond WYV owrih Loed, Loyd served

s productlion,

SR T s B
“hete Univeroity whers his GBS0

+

1 eonfessions brought bis foreed

served in croroity ot

.

by he also had bo rosign thers,

g

written soven boo s, ~oong thew a Look of modern pr




n

Yogo O

the forn

chaptain is most noted for hig work

at the hungry 1, a2 nightelub in San Fromelscn, Colifornis,  Shere

cging SOITON on wWer, race, sor, noverty, or the

church, omnles

iociunet  BUbvicnsly

2

+ con

e T - o S P - Yk e oy g PR
sho was un there boeonse he's unot

up therc--he's hero. 4 hone you're nod

to let this bullc

and God Llike you've let »ol'pgicn stand bebucen

seminarie; are oneof the g .

cite miniotors of The Lstoablish

~
i

Ingt od of

making peoris

ment, L'd trv bo bre clerpy end

1o, wiQ

other neo

Father Boyd is someti-es criticized baca

his ministry in the nightclub., lowever, he is able to rench

voung oeosle who (ind only irrvelevence in the “hiristie

el

their childhood,

In accordonce with his belief that the chwreh rust £ind new

woys Lo communicabe with peonle is boyd‘s interest in movies.

Fal

tte frequently revious the Shristisn “entury in one of

these ro iteirs, he 4 rds issued by the Hational

)

r ~

Untholic Office for Notion Ficbures ond the broadeasting end film

cormittee of the Hationst Couhcil of “hurches, In scvereol cas

the tiro grouns

have some mectings topether and

perhaps even lssues some joint nwards,
Uf more significonce in the
Cotholics and szo“r,w-f'atfﬁnts shotv

images and created new

3]

ones, ‘hey overlooked rany the industry's "religious

and rocopnized artenots bo portroy the humon




exisirnee in ite rov cso and anviety. this owormess ¢on levd
to new chnncas of dislogue brotween the chureh snd the Tilin Lidug. =
try.

sccording to boyd, corsiderab e srogress hes been mede in

1

bridging the goo bebwesn "sacred" and "seculor! films. “his has

brousht some mediiies don In the churceh's theolopicnl viev ol
"the world,?  the coor for seriou. confront:bion with the vest

crective men ond vomen of the cinems hog bare neen opencd,

svery effort shenid be mode to onen the dror to further com u-
nication with these personnges. lIrom this dislogne could come

2 new criverin lor film ckiticism, bhadly needad by Loth the ine

L 1.2

dustry =md the “hurch,’

Ln 1961, Bowd woo dutorvieved ior Hademolselle by three stu-

dents whose views rrnged fror 2snostic to practicing Unthelic.

©

in this interview, many ol his baliels nd motivetions were

4

revenled, Loels thot being a Christisn meens believing thit
God v come mon i desus “hvist.  What msn cannot understind about

the centor of

=

nimself or about others, God does understand, &t

Boyd's roligirn arc the sacraments. e has dally cormmunion and

belicves that he receives the body and blood of Uhrist, e uses

the strength of the sacrrments to "work out the implications of

wl2

a Christion-style 1ife in the world.

Thirough his work Boyd hopes to bring others into the Vhristian

r

hureh. He sees Christ a. Lord of all of life. tno of hils mejor

concerns Ls thet veonle relite the sacraments to thelr ovn sex-

uality, their vorl, their entertoinment, and their politics,.
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i S A i

According to him, peonle who divorce the sacraments from_the rest
of their lives are involved in something demonic,

Althiugh HJoyd honos to bring more peopie into the Vlvrdl
he does not consider it part of the Christisn ministry to bring

into the Church., Insteoad, he says, Shristions

& should help

i

,_,

them become botter Jdews. Christ died on the cross for all men
and not just for Christisns. Fany non-Uhristians act more “hristia
than some nominel Christicns, so obviously the ansuer is not to

bring them into some sort of institution. Instead, the problem

b4

is an exlstential onc of integrity, of Tinding cur idenbity.

In his approach to Christianity, Boyd prefers to work in

T

tmant becouse they give

1

cof feehvuses, bars, mnd his oim &

him flexibility which he csnnot find in the traditionsl method-

olopgy of the church, Fominal Christicnity, he avers, hos to do
with credsl stroteerts, proyers, nd ohysical attendonce in
lacks

buildings at ritusls het Chrictionity

is a style of Life. Chrid tlcnity wss not dntended to be vwrover
and respectoble but radicsl, He welcomes the racilsl ilssue be-

~lves, "o 1 lite, or do L

ceuse 1t forces neople to ask them

Lg previously stated, Boyd is concerned witi how tho 1uci-

his entire Llife to Uhristianity. Ye

vidunl iz sble to

speaks of the nom'nel Yhristiszn student vhose concept of Hod is

5

vhite, middle~class smerican, and lrotcstant. To the wiud

morlaity has lerpely to do with Purliten ethics; religion is a

.

denartment of his 1life which one doez nobt welale to sex or



nolities.  Boyd tries to shabier these Ml se presunvositions,
#fter one of his expresso nights where the students rend noetry,

b

sing f'olk songs, and relate to the arts, seversl sntheist studenis
comie to see leyd the following morning and esk, "Wio is Jdesus Cnrlsty
st is sin?  Uo you do roligleon for a living or do you believe

in 442" Uocause he particinated in » fresdom ride in Sentomber,
1961, Boyd ripoits thet Hegro students hove, also, come Lo hiy,

{ R R I y % e gy o
"The majority rren't s oxulicitly, but religious dmen=-

sion dsn't an cuolicit thing, 12

At one time tie #pisco.alian minister stated thot he would

be interested in taking a Yegro parish. lien cuestioned concern-

) 1

ing

(&)

this stetement, Hoyd indicsted that he had considered such
a position becruse he increasingly saw the need to integirate.

e v o By stoying ot Wayne and worlking wi
moybe L ecan do morc pood, becaus: herc 2 L hive
whites and Pepross e may relovo togozuer. e heur
i ehurch en Sunday isn't awfully relsted to the basle
life of a mau. Lt cowld be viey meaningiol if U c
vrest s there in the business oreg : TIOT, J16
Just try ng to 1ive out the ilmplicati raithe

ig dnvolvenent.,

A ley vord in Doyd's idea of ¢ hristi

g dous not offer ansi to questions, nor does he ofler ccmiort,

laslead, he says, "C-mc here to find out the identity f God
and your own icdentity and tnot of your brother. Ucme herc to be

. R . \ . . . 1
involved in the basic ereative and redeeming fovee of the universe 1

&

wlbo s oloekls CURIIN

Loyd, “iliiam Sloane Coifin, chaplain ot Yale University,

o

has chnsen to do his wori =among ctudenis, i feels very strongly

the nced for social reforr, especiclly in the Jleld of desegropa-
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1 © 3 1 1

. 15, . 1. o . L . T e R |
tion. dhus, much of his work i1s in this ares. Integration, which

he says "gets to the heart of the matter, the heart of every man,

. . . 18 .
and tims refers to something personal and ,’»mb[j,(-3(::1;:!.”&"8,"LL 18

. - . . e, 5 . .
not feasible now becaunse of world insecurity, ‘his worid insecu-

rity increases individunl insecurities--the root of discriminition.

.

Yesegregstion, however, rofers to "something impersonal snd

b

P

objective, a stste of alfeirs in which richis and opportunities

19

te the objections of sone,”

to all citizens des:i

his, Yoffin contends, is obtainable, The chaplein ecknowledges
hat even this geal is not easily attainsble, and he discuss g
the problems of and arguments apoinst desegregotion. Many peonle

feel that "tiwc willl take care of everything." DBut VYoffin points

to wvhat the extremist: in the vYouth have done with time since 195k,

Utier grouss wint to "let the Southerners work oul their
own problems.' Loffin attscls the argument by relsting a situn-
vion in one Youthern stote. Being an antisegregetionist in
Alabima is equal to commitiing social, economic, and politic:l
suicide. Y“e moinbrins that such a situation calls for outside
intervention and support,

The idea that "Neproes don't went civil rights” is stretehed--
advocoten of the view clalm novgﬁnnb,ﬂq han there actually are,
and the role of intimidsation is minimizsde. This idea produces
mern whe are willing to remaln second-¢less ciltizens, and, thus, this
becones & pood orgument ageinst segregation.

Southerners most often object to desegregation on grounds
that it will lower the standsrds of the schools and that it will

vroduce mixed marriages, Coffin de 1ls with these “pgucents
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briefly and effectively. *e acknowledg: s thut desegr grtion

>

does lownr stondards; tut, he avers, when tesching provides en

se aghine

t

incentive to the Yepro to study, then they cuickly v
iy 1 i 03 . 1 (3 1, - ) 1 L)
fhat the Negro is not inhorentiy less intelli; ent than whites

wes show by the resulte of army M tosts that were administered

during Vorld tnr LI, VYn thesc tests Northern Yegrovs aversged

nigher scorcs Lhon Soubhern whitcs.zo

Concerning 1i.ed narringces, Uoffin obsurves that they should
vresent no problem to the religious nerson since from the church's
voint of vicw no such thing exists, all marriages being strictly
interpersonal, The Listory of the North 1 dicates that fouw inter-
recicl marriages will occur until there are fewer objections to
them.21

Uoffin asserts thabt in o world whose poulation is two-thirds
Negro, it is no longer the place of the Hegro to adwpt nimself to
thie pace of the white, but instead, it is the duty of the wiite

)
to adant himself to the world as it is.

v
NG

In an srbicle in Hademolsclle in April, 1965, Coffin exslored

L N KR o £l K . . - fite + -

ohie root cause »F desepreg-tlon--vrejrdicoe.  lnerc is no ensy
answer to prejudice, for iis roots are deep., Goffin writez that
there ar: two schonls of thoupght which sccount for prejudice,

The first soys that it all comes from the envircrment. Lf educa-
tion were improved, jobs, h using, art, muic, and lLiternture

. -~ . 1. a v .. R "
available to 211, then prejudice woold disaprczr. Lhis school

holds that wrejudice is n~t inmnte,



“age 1h

The seond school sees man as o flawed creature, beset with

careg and fears. The environment needs to be improved, for the

environrent donditions, However, it conditions only; 1t does not
finally determine,

Innate in man's choracter is nride, Fride is promoied more

by self-doubt than by self-admirotion, 4t is .y competi-

tive, 4n individusl cannot be prejudices in his own favor without

N

inevitably - prejudiced agninst someonc else. Ye wont nob

oniy to be smart but to be smarter. Not rieh, but richer, not

talented, but more talentod,

T

“he roots of prejudice lie in the emotions and,thus, they
are so hoard to evedicate. “ducation alone is not the solution,

. - 2
"for what is emotionally reoted is not intellectually soluble,’ 3

Przjudice con never be eliminated because our need for security

[

-

ter bhan our meons to nrovids dt.

K - . -
WLl elwoys be g

. g . . &x
‘the truly religious verson, howcver, Lias an asseb. Lo knous

that his gecurity snd orth ars not his to a orly Lo

rocnive,  Goffin describas this gift ae Chrio

Ffrecdom i Srom the fear: of insceurits

“a freedor made vousible by“con'n.ﬁior ! which
conversion not fr;r 11fe to sometuing v
but 1 some* s then 1ife to uhe
of the nossibili
and Joyor and self'o“

seeling to prove onesoli, bt 3
resoongibily to exoregs oneself, ‘“the difiblﬁ,"
viously, is crucial,”

3

in short, courage is nesded 1f prejudice 1 to be contalined.

- be bred of religious conviction or simnly of the

vion thet bo assert oue's suseriority over anothor is very
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“Jthough Coffin is specificrlly inter sted in socisl reforn,
as choplain at fale he 1s also concerned with bhe activities of
college gtudents. In an srticle in Life in 1965, he discussed the
actbivisw of the sivties. Hﬂ credits the Youthern Negro with
Yuring the first part of tlie decade, they
ns, stond-lis, wade-Iings, cnd In bhe process

and made

whites who joined

the strugele not one of blacks agrinst whibes but of black and vhite

inst injustice,

i
i

iAs the movement has progressed, many uew groups have, of
course, been formed. Yoffin stated that the New Radicals would
orobably be the grow: that would most unset the fmcrican public.

Hg urged thet they not be referred to as "kooks™ since their lesders
have grest insight. They shruld not e lebeled communist,either,

cnative to worrant nny neslt ideo-

singe

logicnt label.

Licir most o nsbructive action thus fer hes beon thelr work

Lothh urban ~nd rursl slums. +heir efforts have becn focuscd

not so much on gebting the peovle out of th slums but on gelting

the slums out of the peonle, ULoffin aclnowledgos that

Hadicals oovesr to be destructive at 11 es: but, he says, this

wehanted with the normel dewocrae

26

1.

is becanseg b come dilo

hey hove

tic procodures thot seem to lend to hypoerisy.

CUHCLLD LU

2l

Bvery sres of socicty is presentiy involvad in sowe sort

of wrevolition, Yyring such tlres in history when the bssic assumr-



tions of socieby cre chonglng, all institutions are foreced to change

with that socicty, or they will no longer be a part of the society.

[P

hus, the church vill find it irmerative to make alteraticons.

0y, Poyd, ond Coffin 1uill heve on the Uhurch

el

The i=m ct the

ct

ske vlce in 1t connot be redletod.  dn wmany

ot

:;mr,’s"the chingas thaet

resoects church ler ‘ers mid nistoricns will be uneble o ne:

uro
their influence for some yeorsd, Lot Lox's insistuice thet the
church miust alter its oporosch to meet the demend: of o high.y

mobiie, industralized society wit: a chunp ng orientotion, loyd's

inberest in the individualls needs at a time vhen the individucl

= . 1 ~ - 1 ) i el ) -4 e o
froomeutly 1o Lmored in favor of the masses, and Loflin g intereost
i socisl refow: will surcly have an effect that will he folv

for some btime,
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