Ouachita Baptist University
Scholarly Commons @ Ouachita

Honors Theses Carl Goodson Honors Program

1967

A Beginning Survey of Sociological Theory

Kathryn A. Shaddox
Ouachita Baptist University

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarlycommons.obu.edu/honors_theses

b Part of the Sociology Commons

Recommended Citation

Shaddox, Kathryn A., "A Beginning Survey of Sociological Theory" (1967). Honors Theses. 260.
https://scholarlycommons.obu.edu/honors_theses/260

This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by the Carl Goodson Honors Program at Scholarly
Commons @ Ouachita. It has been accepted for inclusion in Honors Theses by an authorized administrator of
Scholarly Commons @ Ouachita. For more information, please contact mortensona@obu.edu.


https://scholarlycommons.obu.edu/
https://scholarlycommons.obu.edu/honors_theses
https://scholarlycommons.obu.edu/honors
https://scholarlycommons.obu.edu/honors_theses?utm_source=scholarlycommons.obu.edu%2Fhonors_theses%2F260&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/416?utm_source=scholarlycommons.obu.edu%2Fhonors_theses%2F260&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholarlycommons.obu.edu/honors_theses/260?utm_source=scholarlycommons.obu.edu%2Fhonors_theses%2F260&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:mortensona@obu.edu




A Beginning Survey of Sociological Yheory

Since early anticguity man has been inquisitive and tried to
explain the phenomena with which he comes into contact. I[lowever,
many years elapsed before man made a concentrated effort to explain
his rclations to others. In the third quarter of the 19th century
we have the beginnings of a new discivlins which tried to explain
the conditions uncer which human associction takes place., This
was the beginning of soclolopgy as a field of scientific endeavor.

Sociolugy as a lield of study was conceived in Ifrance, and
later, German scholars formulated many theories about society.
Cowmte and Durltheim, in looking for golutions of social problenms,
came upon the field of sociological inguiry. HBuropean scholars
vere a profound influence on the new discipline. Joward the end
of the 19th century, sociolopy spread to the United States where
it flourished.

‘'ne purpose of this paper 1s to ewphasize the outstanding
contributions of several of the more important or influential

social theorists of the 19¢h and 20th centuries.



August Comte
1796-135

Comte vlaced sociology in a special position in relation to
the system of social sciences. le proposcd two types of gcience:
the theoretical and the applied. Lhe theoretical is divided into
two cotegories: descriptive and abstracts, the newest abstract
scilence being sociology or social vhysics. iven though smociolougy
had not obtained the pogitive or third stuage of develonuent, the
wethod of cociologsy was vositive. Yhis mesns thoat social phenomena
are repulated by social lows, and the task oi the soclologist is
to find those laws., Study is to be through direct observation;
by higctorical review; by controlled exveriment; or by comparing
the phenomena to each other.]

Comte belicved that social phenomcna should be studied from
two points of view, the static and the dywmruic. Social statics

studics scociety in cross smecticns as a functing whold. DSocicl

4l

static alms to dnvestigate horwmony :ad to Jdiscover the condld

o

oif social stability. Hocial dyusanics may be defined as tae sclence
of progsress or the successive modificoticn of sociely whica have
talzen place in o determincd order. 'The first is the descripticn
of tne parts and tie vefers to how the parts cuane aid dateract,

Coute's taree storss of ooclial evolution cre:  the theclogical,

Tz mevaphysical a.d tae joritive. Uhe theolopical began torus.

van then guve suvcraatural powers to cortain objects, The relipgion

of fetishismn. Vhen man grouped several felish s, the zproup wos

termed a dicty. man acguires gseveral dietics, and ais reli don

1Leouard broom ond Philin sSelzidiclz, Sociology, (Hew sori:

Hdarper o How, 1905), rPeo b
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became solytheistic. This wus the first step toward rotional or
metaphysical thialking. Yhe zetaphysical . smocthes the tronsition

of the society from the theological to the positive by establisning

an intellectual class. he positive period is attained when .an

- . e
cdopts beliefs based c¢f fact and reason.
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Comte's oris ranslated into inglish:

Yranslated by 1. C. Doualiin and
n: Urubner and Co., 18599,
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warly wssays on Social ‘hilosophy. Urans e Do Hutton.

London: .‘ouplcd} , 1911,
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of auguste Couwte. wranaslabtea by
: Block, 1901.

Syotem of VPositive lolicy. {4 vols. Uranslated by 4. ll. oridres.
london: Longua.is, Lrewen and Co., 18375-1577.
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The individual was inmportant in Svencer's sociology. He
felt the individual should be free to adaplt in his own manner and
to uge nis initiative; however, there should be limits iaposed
walch prevent idls encroachiment oo others. Also, Spencer recognized
the importance and risidity of huwman hobits. He collected a wealth
of materials on customs and laws of varicus societiesz, but
he did not concern himself with the effeclt of these customs on
the individual.

.
Spencer recogsnized the relationship of persons to society

as a two way process, lthe sgocletly beinz in a state of equilibrium

of forces. He acuepted the vhilosophy that happincss is the goal

of human life and socicty cexiste to produce tihne preot npiness

for the greatest unumber of people, 1o do this society is in

-
e
[

constant conflict, Whis coaflict is mainly econoic cnd uilitary.

. '

Since the iwctitutions in these arews ave changing, couflict wou 14
it turn become less iwmportont. Whe processes of di. fereatiation
and speclalizgation in woclety accompenied tae strusgle for exist-
ence. S0 Spencer's conception of universal evolution was a change
from the howorenecus aud indai.nitc to the hetero:eleous and
[

definite.”

Spencer went into social change in much detail. He stated
that all thi gs change and become nore cenplex. Change in one
arca of lifc brings changes at difverenlt aud varying rates ol

: o

spoeed ia others. Spencer went as Tar as to clasoify the factors
in social chouge as priaary and secondary. Jrinary L ocltors are
the character of the iandividuals of the mociety and the conuitions

Yon .artincale, whe Joturc and .ypcc of Bociolorical Theory

- H
(Woston: woughton .ifllin Compauny, 1U60), p. 240.



under which the society exists. Spencer's secondary, or derived,

factors of human change were five in number. All these cowmbine
to briag about the process of developaent toward greater size,

coherence, multiformity, and definiteness.
With Comte, Spencer wade socioloy a scieuce and doyined

ies scope. DLy linkinsg sociely to navural phenowecna, i8S organ-

istic theory of society suve Llaperuvs to tiae brouws:s froaw the

metaphysical and rol:

Lous ideas of the tines

Kie
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Lester Mranle Viard
165L1-1913%

i
S

he first American master systeu-builder was lLester Frank

Yard believed in the intelli

5
e
o,
.

at, purposive activity of

man--social telesis or creuative evolution--inctead of tiac auto-
metic evolution oif Swencer and Sumner. He considered feeclin: s

tite dynamic, movivating aent in aniials and wan, and the needs

and desires of the group for its preservation and developument as
the wotivating factors din the evolution of culture.

Unlise wost of his contemporaries vard insisted that soclal
laws gained in ure sociolopy. Fure sociclory is the ciudy of
social values, norms, and instituiions as they exist in the socilety.
rure sociolosy was divided into genesis, or the natural unconscious
evoluticinary develovnment of wman, and telesis, or the consclous

planned evolutionary developuent of wman. Uenisis vas furtaer svb-

divided iato statics and dyncmics. Applied sociology is tae

application ol the Imovledge gaincd

)

“om pure soclology tor the

purpose of ameliorating difficulties in the society, ‘whe soclolo, ist

N

should use nis thcoretical iwnowledpge in community planning and

gination ol social problems. Lhe utilization oi soclal

6

in eli.
lavs in anplied soclelo;y 78 accomplished torou;lr telesis.
Lard, like Spencer, agrecd that socicty is a product of
natural selcection or adaption. Uowever, he made two significant
additions Lo this theory: syapodial developunent and creative
synthesis or synergy. In sympodial developnent he neld that

eveluticn dovelops in zizas like a vine.

Anold liose, Jheory aad ..etiaod in social scicncee ( cdnneapolis
; "

University oif wii.egsota «ress, 1Y
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Because ‘Ward considered the striving of gratification as the

4 [

driving power of human aclti-n he worked on a classificotion of

husan desires., Desire ds defined as the exvpression of any natural

impulse which, at the aoment, nas not been groetified. ilature has

two primary ovjects: the preservaticu of the individual oand the

continuance of the gspecies or roce which are secured by the
Ly K R G demad et o ] e 5 IR el I S
functions ol nutritiocn and reproduction, vhich corrcopond to the

1

desires of pgustatory and sexual appetites. ‘Uhese are th. original
and esuential social forces., Jhe pencswential iunclude the
aesthetic sentiments, the emoticnal or moral Fforces, and the
intellectual forces.

Physical or wseential ‘orces
{(functiun bodily)

1. DlPreservative forces
They form the basis of all action aad desgire, and
Licey preserve ond aalntaln iacividual 1life,
“he chief force is hunger, which pives rise to p overty,
slavery, labor, and industry.
Ao VFYositive cor wattractive, seelilng plecsure
Le Hepative or protective, cveldiag pain
2. Leproductive forces
vitey for:a the basis of oll eflforts ol acture to cortiuue
tie race. Yhe cihief force is love, Lhoe 1. luewce of
which is internal and molding, not creative.
Ao Dircect, Yhe sex

al dosires
e Indircct. Afrlection for rents or Xkin

HSplritual o wonesseatial Forces

Je Hoclaliwving forcee
hey arce the basgis for r.ce elevation, and cuicel
civilizing dmpulscs.
Ao Inotional or moral, seeking the safe and good
ae the beautiful 9
king the true and uselul

L. Jdesthetic seck
C. Intellectual, seu

LJard in turn taugnt that group feclings were capable of direc-

tion by wan's mind and thot thic enabled wman to rain contrel over

evolution prevalent in the animal world, Irom this lard arrived

5

Vine, op. cit., @. 7. .
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