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by forest areas or from
the clearing of land.
However, with growth
and expansion of popu-
lation and improvements

ucts industry emerged.
During the 1800s,
lumber operations ex-
panded across the North
American continent. At
the beginning of the
nineteenth century, men
made lumber by hand-
sawing it from logs. Nor-
mal production was
about 100 board feet per
day for one man. Tech-
nological developments
improved production by
the 1900s—water and
steam ; the circular
saw mmd saw; and
other new equipment
with which to move logs
and boards through a
sawmill and to season
and finish the lumber.
e sawmills could
produce 100,000 board

per 3%

Iy, locomotives enabled

lumbermen to bring
of logs to their

look
ber, they began to buy
tracts of longleaf pine in
Louisiana and Missis-
sippi, and shortleaf pine
i south 1 Mi ;

given the region's size, -

the Ouachita Mountains
contained what was eas-
ily the largest shortleaf
pine forest in the world.

As timber country, the
Ouachitas were less invit-

Lumber  companies
moved to the to set
up new mills to cut the
southern yellow pine.
There were mills
throughout the South's
longleaf pine area and
operators began to cut
the loblolly and short-
leaf pine of southern
Arkansas.

Cutting trees and saw-
ing the logs into lumber
was an important local
enterprise almost from
the beginning of the set-

ing than the level
pinelands further south,
The pine was generally
smaller, and the rugged
mountains seemed a ma-

Jor obstacle for building -

logging railroads. But,
much of the area con-

tained more than 5,000 -

board feet per acre, and

at the time, it was be- -
lieved that anything over -
4,000 feet an acregould ~
be profitable. A lumber- *

man
0

tlement of Arkansas, but
the market remained pri-
marily local until after
the 1870s. In some sec-
tions of the state in the
1880s, mills to produce
lumber sprang up at cen-
tral locations near the
forests. While timber
companies initially used
small-scale, portable
mills for sawing timber,

companies invest-
ed in more centralized,
less mobile mills. To get
timber to these facilities,
miles of y rail-

War, sawmillers largely

the supply of
timber along the New
England coast and
moved into western New
York and Pennsylvania.
After the war, they
moved into the Great
Lakes states, Virginia,
the Carolinas and Geor-

The
msﬁn;thedmbalup-
ply at one location and
then moving on came to

~ be referred to as “cut out
and get out.”
In the 1880s, as Great

road track pierced the
forests to facilitate re-
moval of the logs.

River transportation
made possible the ex-
porting of timber in
south and southeastern
Arkansas to markets in
Louisiana and Missis-
sippi, but the lack of ad-
equate transportation left
much of the state's
forests loited

and make some money.
Railroads could travel
the easy grades up the

could go in witha ~
d, remove the logs *

Dies

creek valleys and logs .
could be skidded by
mules or hauled on wag- »

ons down the hills to the
tracks. The availability

of railroad transporta-

tion meant that for the
first time, large-scale cut-
ting and processing of
timber promised profits.
Products could be sald to
a national market.
Entrepreneurs chose to
take advantage of this
opportunity. A number
of companies set up op-
erations by acquiring
rights to timber land and
constructing mills for
processing their harvest.
Many people came to be
interested in the timber
in southwest Arkansas,
beginning an industry
that continues to be of
prime importance in the
region’s today.

Among the tracts that
remained available to
buyers were the hard-
wood portions of the
Ozarks. There was also
one important pine for-
est remaining—a very
large area of virgin short-
leaf in the Ouachita
Mountains. Shortleaf
pine was the most com-
mon type of vegetation in
the Ouachitas at the tum
of the 20th century, and

For additional infor-
mation about Clark
County history, visit or
contact the Clark County
Historical Museum at the
train depot (www.clark-
countyhistory.org = or
230.1360) or the Clark
County Historical Asso-
ciation's Archives at the
OQuachita Baptist Uni-

versity Library
(www.obu.edu/archives
or 245.5332).
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