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IT’S UPLIFTING

Ministering In
The Marketplace

DURHAM, N.C. (BP)—By taking the
church into the world, Grace Baptist
Church is strengthening the world of the
church.

Grace Baptist, an inner-city congregation
in Durham, N.C., has found new purpose
through marketplace ministry, said Eddie
Hammett, minister of education.

When Hammett came to the church
nearly four years ago, he "‘began noticing
that we had some wonderful examples of
marketplace ministers in our church. But
they didn't see what they were doing as
ministry.”

Hammett talks one-on-one with church
members about their marketplaces. Then
he v them at work to get a feel for what
they experience.

Every worship service and every Sunday
school class includes time for marketplace
testimonies.

The testmonies show people ministering
in varied places:

— A postal clerk who serves interna-
tionals at his window every day learned to
speak basic phrases in those languages in
order to become a friend. By inviting
several internationals into his home, he is
building relationships that lead to sharing
the gospel.

— A home health-care nurse looks for
“divine appointments’’ with her terminally
ill patients. Because of her compassion,
several patients and their families have
started visiting church for the first time.

— Three women who work at the same
bank befriended a new employee, which
resulted in conversions to Christianity for
both the new employee and her fiance.

— A hospital administrator is known by
the 60 employees he supervises as their
minister. ‘*No one ever cared about me like
this before,”" said one employee whom the

inistrator dealt with compassi ly
during a termination.

GOOD

NEWS!

The Householder
And His Treasure

Matthew 13:51-52

Most scholars who have written on the
parables of Jesus ignore this parable
altogether. Herbert Lockyer calls it the un-
wanted orphan of the parables.

Although Jesus began his ministry with
the declaration of the kingdom of God
(Mark 1:15), he soon became aware that
people did not understand what God'’s
kingdom was all about. In this chapter, us-
ing the parabolic method, Jesus described
the nature of this kingdom. Then he ask-
ed, “Have you understood all these
things?"" To the disciples’ affirmative
answer, Jesus responded with a parable
which is the grand finale of the parabolic
symphony of this chapter.

“*You have been given the treasure of the
kingdom,”” Jesus said. “‘Now this is what
I want you to do with it" (author’s
paraphase).

A disciple who studies—The word
“disciple’ usually connotes the twelve
whom Jesus chose. The word, however,
had a more general meaning. A disciple was
a student, a person who directs his life
toward someone or something. Jesus told
his followers that they were to be students
who directed their minds toward the mat-
ters of the kingdom.

A bo holder

who provid A

householder was a person who had com-
plete authority over the distribution of the
goods stored in the house treasury. The
householder, familiar with persons in the
house, would provide those supplies that
would enable each person to have his
needs met and be equipped to fulfill his ap-
pointed task. Jesus told his followers that
they were to provide the supplies, out of
the treasury of God’s kingdom, that were
needed to meet the requirements and pro-
vide the tools for the manifestly different
members of the houschold of faith.

A scribe who teaches—The word
“'scribe” paints yet another picture. A
scribe was a teacher who stood in the midst
of the people and shared the meaning of
God’s Word with them. So it is in the
kingdom of heaven. Jesus' followers were
to be like scribes who taught his truth to
others.

The ultimate perpose of study is to share
that knowledge gained with others. This
passage also reminds us of the need for
freshness and creativity in our teaching.
One pastor carried out his ministry under
the theme ‘‘abiding truths in changing
categories.”" That is to be our approach. We
are to extract and teach from the old and
new treasures of God's kingdom that
perfect blend of spiritual truth for our day.

Adapted from **Proclalm,” Jan-March 1983. Copyright
1983 The Sunday School Board of the Southern Baptist
Conventlon. Al rights reserved. Used by permission. For
subscription information, write to Material Services
Dept., 127 Niath Ave. North, Nashville, TN 37234.
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EDITOR’S PAGE

Importance of Doctrine

J. EVERETT SNEED

Baptist doctrines are much more impor-
tant than many people realize. They not on-
ly express our beliefs, but also shape our
destiny. They provide unity and stability
for our churches, associations, state con-
ventions, and the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion. They give us protection when dif-
ficulties arise.

Let us examine the usually unnoticed im-
plications of Christian doctrines in our
lives. The unseen effects often can be more
important and profound than the obvious
ones. Decisions usually center around the
ible doctrines of the Christian faith, but
most of us miss the fact that the indirect
results of our faith are more numerous than
the direct ones.

This is particularly true in terms of Bap-
tist polity. Our polity grows out of the doc-
trine of the Priesthood of the Believer.
Simply stated, the doctrine of the
Priesthood of the Believer means that every
individual is directly responsible to God for
his actions.

In general, there are four different forms
of church government: (1) the monarchial,
in which the ultimate authority is in the
hands of one man (an example is the
Roman Catholic Church with the pope as
the head); (2) the episcopal, in which the
church is governed by a college of bishops;
(3) the presbyterian, in which the local
church is governed by elders, with higher
courts of appeals; and (4) the democratic,
in which the local congregation is self-
governed, and there is no outside human
authority to which the congregation is
responsible with reference to its own in-
ternal affairs.

There are many reasons found in the
New Testament which lead us to hold to
a democratic form of church government.
But all are directly or indirectly connected
with the doctrine of the Priesthood of the
Believer.

Since we, as Baptists, believe that every
believer is equal before God and is in-
dividually responsible to God, each
member is given the same voice, one vote.
Itis true that some members may be more
influential than others. A pastor, by virtue
of his office and the time that he invests
in the study of church affairs, should be the
one who provides leadership for the
congregation.

Representation at associations, state con-
ventions, and the Southern Baptist Conven
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tion is an outgrowth of our polity. Chur-
ches elect “‘messengers,” not “‘delegates.’”
A delegate is sent to a meeting with a
prescribed point of view. Messengers are
elected with no instructions being given to

them by their congregation. Each
messenger is free to vote as he feels led by
the Holy Spirit. This is of vital importance
because it means that one entity in Baptist
life cannot exercise authority over another.
The association, for example, does not ex-
ercise authority over a local church, nor
does a local church exercise authority over
the association. The same principle applies
in every area of Baptist life.

This principle applies in the selection of
committees which function ad interim be-
tween annual meetings of associations and
conventions. Both associations and con-
ventions often ask for recommendations to

be given to nominating committees.
Sometimes these recommendations come
from local churches. Other times they
might come from associations or in-
dividuals. It is important to remember that
these are recommendations and have no
binding effect on a given nominating
committee.

Recommendations
nominating committ particularly on a
state or SBC level. But great care should be
taken not to leave the impression that
recommendations are binding. Perhaps it
would be best if any individual, church or
association would recommend more than
one individual so that it would be totally
clear that no one expected the committee
to be bound by a recommendation.

Our system of administration has emerg-
ed to protect both the independence and
the interdependence of local churches. It
is obvious that most local churches cannot
carry out a worldwide mission thrust. But
it is also evident that the doctrine of the
Priesthood of the Believer demands that
every entity in Baptist life function
separately and freely.

Our method of checks and balances be-
tween freedom and responsibility has serv-
ed us well. It keeps churches free. At the
same time it provides a vehicle by which
thousands of churches can cooperate to do
worldwide work which could not be done
without our structure.

History has validated the method set up
by our fathers. The best way of doing God's
work is God's way, as free men worship-
ping God according to the dictates of their
consciences. This provides opportunity for
each individual to support the cause that
is on his heart with his gifts being given
through the local church.

are helpful to
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SPEAK UP

Letters to the Editor

Two Powers

Our nation is similar to Nineveh, in the
days of Jonah. We are standing on the brink
of disaster. The Lord has been warning us
through hurricanes, earthquakes, and other
disasters.

We, as ministers of the Southern Baptist
Convention, need to take a stand for our
Lord and Master. We need to preach on the
pitfalls facing us today.

We need to take a firm stand against
abortions, homosexuality, drugs, alcohol
and immorality. God has plainly told us
those things are an abomination to our
nation.

When Jonah preached to Nineveh, and
the people repented God spared the city.

There are two powers in the world to-
day, and has always been. Everyone is look-
ing for power. The devil stands ready to
lure us down the road to destruction. It is
our duty to warn our people of the impen-
ding doom if we listen to the voice of
Satan.

God through his love gives us power to
overcome the satanic forces of this life if
we will surrender our lives to him, take up
the cross and follow him.

I hope and pray God will help us to carry
out his will in our lives.—Graham
Roberts, Harrison

Poor Communication

Just a note to respond to your brief let-
ter entitled “Initial Culprit’ regarding the
Baptist Sunday School Board trustee
meeting at Glorieta. As you may know, the
trustee board of Golden Gate Baptist
Theological Seminary has recently affirm-
ed Dean Robert Cate. Our own board of
trustees examined carefully his writing and
found it to be, in part, poor communica-
tion rather than the work of a “culprit.”

Pray for us all as we seek to find ways
together that we can honor Christ in the
assignments we are given in behalf of
Southern Baptists.—Lloyd Elder,
Nashville, Tenn.

So Much Hurt

This letter and comments are submitted
in support of the feelings expressed in let-
ter headed “No Longer Bound"' of Sept. 28
(name withheld), also the one headed
*“Take The Risk"" of Oct. 12, by David Mon-
toya, each writer expressed the feelings of
a great number of Arkansas Baptists.
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I speak as a layman, a teacher/worker
since 1937, and a deacon of 48 years. My
wife and I have been most concerned with
regards to a number of actions and moves
taken by the “‘Fundamentalist/Conse
vative'' of the past 10 or more ye
build-up of vindictiveness and host
shown towards others within the leader-
ship areas of Southern Baptist work, as
reflected in our Baptist news media and
periodicals, all because of “‘their interpreta-
tion of the Scriptures.”

These feelings so strongly prevalent have
brought much hurt to our Baptist work
within the state and nation, and some mis-
sionaries report, through other parts of the
world. There seems to have been much
prompting prior to both the state and SBC
conventions. Is this really what we want
in our efforts to *‘save the lost in the
world?"" Do we desire to destroy our mis-
sion effort supported by the Cooperative
Program, one of our greatest efforts in our
work? I could go on and on and cite dif-
ferent cases and examples, but this only
brings on more hurts and dissension,

which we certainly do not need

I consider myself a conservative with an
open mind to what some of our problems
might be. 1 do support our state Baptist
staff, and feel strongly that we should sup-
port them all that we can. My wife and [
do pray for those in [(1d¢r\h|p roles, and
will continue to do so. Until we have a
united effort as we have had in previous
we will have ugly controversy as we
now seem to be havi ing. Christians should
be able to disagree without getting into an
al infighting as now seems
to be the case—Leo Matlock, Pine Bluff

Where is the Love?

It troubles me deeply that abortion has
become an issue rather than a tragic pro-
blem for which people are carnestly seek-
ing a solution.

While pro-lifers and pro-choicers are
busy digging in, fortifying and taking pot-
shots at each other, babies, and teens and
women with troubled pregnancies are get-

Woman'’s Viewpoint

Memories of Autumn

MARY ELLAN PUCKETT

“‘Offer unto God
thanksgiving ... (Ps.
50:14a).

- I love this time of year.
The crisp cool air brings a
lift to our life, as we enjoy
the outside before icy
winter closes in.

creations that make our
world beautiful, will be
here forever. Industry is
taking its toll on our
woods. Posted land has
restrictions, and you can-
not walk there. Find the
right place this autumn for
a stroll with your family.
The sweetest communion
with the Lord is pausing

Frosty mornings are

beautiful, just right for a
brisk walk. in the colorful
autumn woods. I pause, I
give thanks to God for life,
salvation, a sound mind,
and for autumn.

As 1 look around, my
heart stirs within, when I
sec so many children not
knowing the simple joys
that filled us with smiles, in
autumn days of yesteryear.
There were laughter and
good times as the family
went to the woods to pick
up hickory nuts, black

walnuts, and pecans, to last
all winter. It was not hard
work, it was fun because
we knew the tasty goodies
made from these nuts.
Just last year, during a
visit from our son's family,
we went to the yard of a
very gracious neighbor, to
pick up pecans. Our
precious grandson, 13, did
not know how to climb
trees. Momentarily [
thought Grandma was go-
ing to teach him how.
God is so good! We take
it for granted that all his

under the trees for a quiet
time while you are enjoy-
ing happy times together;
the Lord is very near.
Thank him for his tender
care, and his picking us up
when we stump our toes
on the logs in the woods.

Have a blessed Thanks-
giving with the children.

Mary Ellan Puckett is the
wife of Russell Puckett, in-
terim minister of music of
Rison Church. She has
been active in church work
for more than 50 years.
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ting cut down in the crossfire.

To our profound shame, I fear we Chris-
tians, in our cagerness to parade our
righteousne: somehow lost the love
Paul spoke of so ecloquently in 1 Corin-
thians 13.

Is it love that causes us to avert our eyes
from those vaguely troubling signs.that a
child is possibly being abused? Is it love
that conveys to a rape victim that we feel
it is somehow at least partially her own
fault? Our hearts are so hard!

We clamor about good girls and bad girls
then whisper “'but boys will be boys.” We
talk about special blessings from special
children then offer little help with the
special, sometimes overwhelming burdens.
We are such hypocrites!

Has prohibition stopped alcoholism,
drug addiction or child abuse? We've prac-
tically eliminated the scourge of small pox
not by treating its symptoms, but by recog-
nizing and treating its cause. Instead of
slinging guilt in front of abortion clinics,
we need to concentrate our efforts on
destroying those things that make pregnan-
cy a problem.

Where do I think Christ wants us to be?
Making it truly acceptable and easy for an
adult to obtain counseling. Offering teens
solid counseling on the problems of early
sex and instilling in them a real sense of
their own preciousness so they needn't
seek their value in another's arms. Standing
ready to step in to give families of the han-
dicapped and disabled a day off or help
with their financial needs. Making children
and a career complementary items rather
than things that must be chosen between.
Letting young men know true manhood
rests in compassion, not in conquest.

We can stop abortion, but only with con-
trite hearts, compassionate spirits, and the
realization that there, but for the grace of
God, go I.—Penelope Burgett, Moun-
tain View

Spiritual Battle

Since my first letter to you on abortion,
Sept. 16, 1989, 60,000+ more babies have
been murdered by the abortionists; over
60,000 +! What have you done to stop this
insanity?

Have you at least joined your local
chapter of Right to Life? Have you at least
started a local chapter of Southern Baptists
For Life, to lend their support to Right to
Life?

Let me ask one more question: *“What
good is it, my brother, if 2 man claims to
have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith
save him?"' Pardon me, I believe that ques-
tion has been asked before.

Hypocrisy, apathy, procrastination: are
these the virtues of our denomination? All
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the while these last 60,000 + babies were
being murdered; to my knowledge, not one
single professing Southern Baptist Chris-
tian has joined the fight! Why?

If I was not clear enough in my first let-
ter, let me say again: We (Southern Baptists
For Life, Arkansas Right to Life) need your
support now! The enemy is highly organiz-
ed; our continued delay in moblilizing
against the enemy only works to insure his
victory. The casualites (babies) are occur-
ring at a rate of approximately 4,000+ per
day! The spiritual damage occuring to the
country becomes deeper and deeper each
day we delay fighting the enemy. Please
make no mistake about it; although the
fight between the abortionists and those of
us in pro-life is being fought in the political
arena, it is a spiritual battle. A spiritual bat-
tle being waged at the highest levels. How
can we claim to love God and sanction (if
only by our silence and non-involvement)
the murder of those he is in the process of
creating and already “'knows'" (Ps. 139). If
you can hear what's being said, listen!

Pray, sincerely, from your heart; con-
tinue to pray unceasingly and then call or
write me for your application to the fight;
now! Listen! Do it now! [ can put you into
contact with those in your area already in
the battle—Dale W. Morfey, Fort Smith

Actions, Not Words

In recent weeks we-in Arkansas have had
an opportunity to observe the type of
political activity that has been used to gain
control of the Southern Baptist Convention
during the last 10 years. It has been coor-
dinated by the same people active on the
national level. This group has taken our na-
tional convention away from its conser-
vative biblical base and historic Baptist
beliefs. 1 pray the same does not happen
to our state convention.

Ronnie Floyd has stated in the Arkansas
Gazette the issue is affirming inerrancy.
The ‘‘Conservative Voice' has labeled
those that are not part of their political
organization moderate or liberal. I would
challenge them to publicly name the
moderates and liberals in our state conven-
tion leadership and what it is about their
Bible beliefs that make them not conser-
vative. They should tell if Don Moore, Cary
Heard, or other leaders have led us away
from inerrancy and how. Perhaps they
could be given time on the convention pro-
gram for this purpose. If they cannot do
this, I would suggest they use the time to
apologize to the convention and lead us in
a time of prayer of repentance and confes-
sion of sin by those involved in this
political effort.

If this were done, it could be that we in
Arkansas could begin the process of clean-

sing our convention of the partisan
political activities of the Pressler-Patterson
coalition. We might return our convention
to the days when being a strong supporter
of Southern Baptist mission causes was a
qualification for the SBC presidency, not
a disqualification; when our leaders look-
ed to Jesus for guidance, not the Judge;
when if our leaders called themselves in-
errantists they were referring to the Bible,
not the Republican party platform; when
our trustee and board meetings were open
to all Southern Baptists, not held behind
closed doors; when our leaders proved
their inerrancy with their actions, not their
words (Ex. 20:16; 2 Co. 4:2).

1 consider myself a conservative and an
inerrantist, therefore, I cannot support this
pseudo-conservative political organiza-
tion.—Ron West, Booneville

Santa, A Diety

Has there ever been a deity in history
who has been exalted as much as the
American Santa? Has Baal, Diana, or Bud-
dha ever been on as many housctops,
lawns, doors, mantles, trees, or cookies, or
been colored by so many children at
school? Have printing presses ever turned
out as many pictures of other gods in
history as this one? Have children sat on
the knees of other gods? Was any name
ever mentioned as much as Santa’s is dur-
ing our Christmas season?

This one that we have exalted so highly
and given supernatural powers has suc-
cessfully driven Jesus out of almost every
classroom in America and from our city
squares. We are deceived into thinking this
counterfeit gift-giver is the one who makes
Christmas so wonderful, when in reality,
his **magic and fantasy™’ leave us empty and
often depressed. Each Christmas has to get
a little “*bigger’” for us to get the same
“high' as the year before, so we feel
tremendous pressure before this holiday.

Christmas 1989 is the time for truth.
God has been patient with us long enough.
He forewarned us about an ““angel of light.”
Old Nick means Satan, Santa, rearranged,
spells Satan. Satan needed a “'son™ to get
our eyes off God's Son at a time the world
would remember him most.

Please this Christmas, don't mix Jesus
and Santa. They come from two different
kingdoms. When we invite Santa in, we are
inviting Jesus out. That's why we have all
the darkness at Christmas.

Let's put away the little plastic images of
the baby Jesus (and quit wondering
whether he cried or not). Let’s see him as
the man he was, as he became the
sacrificial Lamb on the cross. He asked us
to remember his death until he comes.—
Joyce P. Linton, Columbus, Miss.
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FAITH AT WORK

TIMNAH EXPEDITION

‘Technicolor Effect’

by Mark Christie
Ouachita Baptist University

ARKADELPHIA—A pair of sandals, a few
pictures, two or three sherds of pottery and
an olive wood nativity scene were all
things that Tish Campbell brought back
with her from her summer excavation ex-
pericne in Israel. But they were nothing in
comparison to what really made the trip
memorable. For her and five other students
from Ouachita Baptist University, the Bi-
ble came alive this s

“l cried when w J
River,"” said Campbell. *'It was so wonder-
ful, in fact, I think I cried that whole time
we were there!

When the team boarded a plane on May
27, bound for Jerusalem, they had one
primary goal: they were going to help the
excavation efforts to dig up the remains of
Samson’s home town—Timnah. For more
than two and a half weceks, they made the
transformation to archacologist, discover-
ing not only the remains of an ancient ci-
ty, but making personal, cultural, academic,
and spiritual discoveries as well.

“Just having the opportunity to help
piece togher the history of the Philistines
and the Israelites was exciting,”” said Dr.
Craig Price, instructor of religion at
Ouachiata. “*We found cookstoves,
slingballs, storage jars, and several nicely
painted pottery items. It was fascinating to
think the Bible people we've read about ac-

Depression can

tear you to pi(‘(*cs.

The New Hope Institute at Doctors
Hospital is the state's first inpatient
psychiatric program to offer an optional
Christian component to treatment.

If you or someone you love suffers
from depression or other emotional
problems, call New Hope Institute today
at 663-HOPE.

But now
there’s New Hope.

New Hope Institute

. At Doctors Hospital
6101 West Capitol Avenue
7 Little Rock, Arkansas 72205

tually.lived, work and walked there”

The site of the dig was Tel Batash
(biblical Timnah), located in the Sorck
Valley about midway between Jerusalem
and the Mediterranean coastline. It is the
site of the Old Testament account of Sam-
son, recorded in Judges and of King Uz-
ziah, who conquered parts of the territory
in 2 Chronicles 26. The excavation crew
numbered about 30 people, brought
together through a program sponsored by
Southwestern Baptist Theological
Seminary in Ft. Worth,
Texas. The program is
designed to give par-
ticipants a greater aware-
ness of biblical archaeo-
logical techinques.

‘It was neat to think that
you were the first person to
touch that piece of pot-
tery,” said Becky Wright, a
senior youth ministry ma-
jor from Fordyce. **Where-
as most of the excavators
there got nothing more out
of it than pure archacology,
we were excited just to find
a bone and think that it
could be Samson's jaw-
bone”

The group woke at four
a.m. every day to board
their bus by five and work-
ed all morning at the site
while the heat was at a
minimum. Every evening,
as a supplement to their
work, they attended lec-
tures by Southwestern pro-
fessors on the history of
each of the four areas of
excavation.

Although the group was
able to uncover a number
of items that told
something of the Israclite
culture, the most significant
archeaological find at the
site occurred in 1985, when the city gate
of the structure was uncovered. Timnah
was famous for its city gate, which guard-
ed several valleys between the eighth and
ninth centuries B.C.

But the most impacting lessons came
from living in Israel for two weeks.

“1 was walking with a guy from our
group one day, when this one man offered
to give him 40 camels for me,” said Gerri
Ann Stanton, a senior psychology major
from Texarkana. “‘I learned the place of

women in the culture real fast.”

The group also worked alongside of
members of the Jewish, Islamic and Chris-
tian faiths to get “a broader scope of the
international community,” said Price. They
also learned to live without many of the
conveniences of American life
“Washing your clothes in the sink ev

1 i ery humbling ex-
when you've grown up
>s of 1i ncluding
televisions, dishwashers, and English!™

But perhaps the most lasting benefit the
members of the team speak of is the fact
that they will never read their Bibles “‘the
same way again,”’ something Price refers to
as the “‘techinicolor effect.”

“It's unbelievable,” said Dennis Tucker,

0BU photo / Craig Price

Gerri Ann Stanton unearths an Israelite skeleton.

a biblical studies major from Charlotte,
N.C. “Now, every time I read the Bible, pic-
tures flood my mind!"

Attending the trip from Ouachita were
Sharon Brown, a junior from Blythville;
Letitia Campbell, a senior from Little Rock,
Dr. Craig Pr
Arkadelpt
from Texarkana; Denni:
from Charlotte, N.C;
junior from Forrest y
Wright, a senior from Fordyce.
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Arkansas Baptist Home
for Children.

For many those five words have
an institutional ring, the sound of
a ‘‘charitable organization.”

to do your best. A

dishes are washed 3
made, where joke
secrets are shared.

- But for hundreds of others one of
~ those words tolls more clearly
_ than the others. Home.

November 16, 1989
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At the same time came the disciples unto
Jesus, saying, Who is the greatest in the
kingdom of bheaven?

And Jesus called a little child unio him,
and set .bim in the midst of them.

And said, Verily I say unto you, Except ye
be converted, and become as little children,
ye shall not enter into the kingdon of

heaven.

Whosoever therefore sball bumble himself
as this little child, the same is greatestin
the kingdom of beaven.

And whoso shall receive one such little cblld
in my name receiveth me.

Matthew 18:1-5
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ILOCAL & STATE

Arkansas All Over

People

Michael G. Seabaugh began serving Oct.
1 as pastor of Pike Avenue Church in North
Little Rock, coming
there from Parkview
Church in Duncan,
Okla., where he serv-
ed as associate pastor
in charge of music
and youth. A native
of Magnolia, he is a
graduate of Ouachita
Baptist University
and Southwestern

L

—
<4
/.

Baptist Theological L

Seminary. He has served churches in
Oklahoma, Arkansas, and Washington.

Greg Kirksey has completed 10 years ser-
vice as pastor of Hillside Church in
Camden.

Fred Holst will be ordained to the
preaching ministry Nov. 19 at Sage Church.

Clayton D. Spriggs has been named ex-
ecutive coordinator of Jim Ponder
Ministries in Jacksonville, Fla. He has been
serving as associate pastor and program ad-
ministrator at First Church in Fort Smith.

Hal Graves will begin serving as pastor of
First Church in Dumas Nov. 19, going there
from Memorial Church in Hot Springs.

Charles Hampton has resigned as pastor
of Calvary Mission, Ebenezer.

Ernest Brooks has resigned as pastor of
First Southern Church, Magnet Cove, to
serve as youth pastor of Temple Church in
Sioux City, Iowa.

Robert Meeks has joined the staff of
Hilldale Church at Alexander as associate
pastor with responsibilities for discipleship
and leadership training.

Josephine Dew of Magnolia died Nov. 1
at age 66. She was the retired financial
secretary for Magnolia Central Church, hay-
ing served for 45 years. Memorials may be
made to Central Church. Survivors are two

sisters, Sarah Mae Dew and Catherine |

Cheatham, both of Magnolia.

Calvin Clytee Harness of Hot Springs
died Nov. 4 at age 21. He was a junior at
Ouachita Baptist University and 2 member
of Grand Avenue Church in Hot Springs
where his funeral services were conducted

Pigc 14

MILLIE GILL

Nov. 6 by his father, Clytee Harness, pastor
of the church. Memorials may be made to
Grand Avenue Church. Other survivors in-
clude his mother, June Harness; a brother,
Steven Harness, and a sister, Krissi Harness,
both of Hot Springs; and his grandmother,
Irene Harness of Dover.

Joha Nauman, pastor of Charity Southern
Church at Rogers, was ordained to the
ministry Oct. 29.

Harris Shuffield is serving as interim
pastor of First Southern Church in Magnet
Cove.

Jeff Rhoades has resigned as music and
education director of First Church in Alma.

Ward First Church held both a notebur-
ning service and dedication Oct. 29. The
church celebrated payment of a 15-year
note in 12 years and dedicated an educa-
tional and fellowship building.

Mena First Church has launched a Cradle

Roll ministry with Mary Jo Abernathy ser-
ving as director.

Hilldale Church at Alexander recently
celebrated its 14th anniversary with ser-
vices that featured O.C. Sutterfield and
Hank Harrington as speakers.

Valley View Church Harrisburg ordain-
ed Pastor Bill Scroggs to the ministry
Nov. 12.

Hindsville Church has begun construc-
tion of a parsonage, assisted by volunteers
from five churches of Washington-Madison
Association and Campers on Missions.

Sonora Church at Springdale ordained
Ben Mayes and Bob Glines to the deacon
ministry Oct. 8. The church also held a
noteburning service Oct. 22.

Pine Bluff Central Church celebrated its
42nd anniversary Nov. 5 when former
pastor Andy O'Kelly was speaker. The
Kinsmen provided special music.

Dumas First Church has begun a weekly
English language class as an extension of
the Sunday School.

Arkadelphia Third Street Church
ordained Julius Adams, Jim Laster, and
Art Riddle to the deacon ministry
Oct. 22.

ABN photo / Mille Gill

Glendon Grober (left), director of the ABSC Brotherbood Department, presents keys

to Darrell Garner, fur

bave a mode of transportation.

Sfrom
Department provides for miss{onary use. Grober is mging churches across the state
to provide other cars for this program since furloughing missionaries usually do not

, for a car the Brotherbood
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Crestview Church in a Day

by J. Everett Sneed
Editor, Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine

The Baptist Men, primarily from Con-
cord Association, constructed a building in
a day for the Crestview Church, Midway,
on Oct. 8. There were 103 individuals par-
ticipating in the construction of the 3,200
square foot facility located on Highway 22.

Glendon Grober, state Brotherhood
director, observed that this was the largest
group to be involved in the erection of a
church in a day. In addition to the men that
worked on the facility, several women were
present to prepare meals for those who
were involved in the construction.

The plans for the building were drawn
by Pastor Leroy French, who has also been
a construction contractor.

The mission was started on the first
Saturday in October in 1988 and the
building was erected on the first Saturday
in October 1989. The congregation has
been using a double-wide trailer owned by
the Concord Association.

The mission is sponsored by Southside
Church, Paris. The land was purchased by
Concord Association for $8,000.

The congregation is continuing to wor-
ship in the mobile chapel, but the facility
will soon be complete. The building is still
to be bricked and the sheet rock is to be
installed.

Some of the materials were donated, but
the balance is to be paid for by a loan
which was provided by ABSC State Mis-
sions Department. The facilities were con-
structed at a cost of approximately

$60,000, but will have a replacement value
of more than $150,000.

Associational Director of Missions Fer-
rell Morgan observed that Pastor Leroy
French is providing excellent leadership for
the congregation. The new work already
has more than 20 members.

On Sunday evening, Nov. 5, Verlon Taff,
associational Brotherhood director, was
leading a study on soul winning during the
Discipleship Training hour when an
8l-year-old man came into the service.
When asked if he was a Christian, the
gentleman acknowledged that he not on-
ly was not a Christian, but had not been
in church for 30 ye
a public profession of faith.

Jan Akins, pastor of the sponsoring
Southside Church, said, ‘It was a miracle
that we were able to erect this building in
one day.

Glendon Grober observed that this was
the most effective one-day project that he
had seen thus far in Arkansas. The Nail
Benders have erected eight buildings this
year and five have been constructed by the
Church in A Day crew.

Grober feels that working with construc-
tion teams such as these has a very positive
impact on the men who are involved. He
said, “‘Men see t a spiritual ministry,
and often it will encourage them to be
more effective in their home church.”

Associational Director Morgan said, "'l
am convinced that when Baptist men put
their hearts and hands to a job, they can
accomplish anything they desire for God."”

ABSC photo / Glendon Grober

Teams of Baptist Men work to complete Crestview construction.
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Ron West (right) and students

Missionaries
In Residence

ARKADELPHIA—After 20 years of
missionary work and teaching
mathematics in Taiwan, Ron West
and his wife, Elinda, have returned
to his alma mater, Ouachita Baptist
University, to serve as missionaries in
residence for the 1989-90 academic
year.

The Wests and their three sons ar-
rived in Arkadelphia this summer
and moved into a house on the
()u.lchln campus prov ded for

E . In addition to
being the campus missionary, West
teaches two courses at OBU, Chris-
tian Missions and Fundamental Struc-
tures of Algebra.

Free Church Quotes
We Insure Church Vans

Brotherhood Mutual Ins. Co.

* Insurance for all your church needs

* Hospitalization insurance for pastors
and self employed

* We can solve your insurance problems

BOB LAMB & ASSOC.

Office 847-2688 Home 847-4276
2213 N. Reynolds Rd. Bryant, AR 72022
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LOCAL & SFATE

Not ‘Either/Or’

by Mark Kelly
Managing Editor, Arkansas Baptist

Let no one say Cabot First Church is not
missions minded.

A growing, vital congregation which
averages more than 500 in Sunday School,
Cabot First has demonstrated an “‘over and
above'' commitment to missions.

That commitment is evident among the
membership, which has given rise to a
steady stream of individuals involved in
direct missions. In the last four years, the
church has sent out members on at least
five different projects:

— Don Elliott, retired superintendent of
the Cabot Schools, and his wife, Almeda,
taught English in a Chinese university for
a year and then helped organize an ex-
change program in which Chinese doctors
and nurses visited the United States.

— A team of 12 members participated in
the Arkansas-Brazil paretnership mission
project, serving in Manaus, where they
assisted a congregation with the construc-
tion of an educational building and con-
ducted door-to-door evangelistic visitation,
a Vacation Bible School, and a revival.

— Damon White, now a student at the
University of Arkansas at Fayetteville, was
a member of a High School Baptist Young
Men's basketball team which visited
Guatemala during the summer of 1989.

— Rhonda Ray, a student at Ouachita
Baptist University, was selected for OBU's
exchange program with a Japanese univer-
sity, and she is considering the possiblity

Gy

Classifieds

For Sale—1986 Champion Bus. 29
passenger, excellent condition, loaded.
First Baptist Church, Brinkley, Ark.,
734-2571 or 734-4641. 11723

Partner Sought—Christian couple is look-
ing for a financial partner to join in com-
pleting a Christian camp and conference
center located in the Ouachita Mountains.
95% complete at present time. Phone
501-394-3146. 11723

Classified ads must be submitted In writing to the ABN of-
fice no less than 10 days prior to the date of publication
desired. A check or money order In the proper amount,
figured st 85 cents per word, must be included. Multiple in-
sertions of the same ad must be pald for In advance. The
reserves the right to reject any ad because of unsultable
subject matter. Classified ads will be Inserted on a space-
available basis. No endorsement by the ABN Is implied.
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of serving as a Foreign Mission Board
journeyman. Another Cabot member, Kari
Utley, served two years as a journeyman to
Ivory Coast. She is now preparing for mis-
sion service at Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas.

— First Church’s minister of education
and administration, Steve Dewbre, and his
wife Kathy, were appointed as foreign mis-
sionaries in a service held at Little Rock last
spring. They made their commitment to
missions as a result of the Manaus trip and
now are on the field in Transkei, South
Africa.

All of this alone would speak well of a
congregation’s missions commitment, but
Cabot First Church also has maintained a
strong allegiance to missions giving in spite
of building needs brought on by a period
of strong growth.

Four years ago, the church was averag-
ing 330 in Sunday School, according to
Pastor Del Medlin, who came to Cabot
almost five years ago. Now the congrega-
tion is running 530 each week in Bible
raining their facilities to capacity,
of the fact that they built a 20,000
square foot educational building in 1987.
And in spite of the obligations required by
that enterprise, the church continues to
dedicate 15 percent of its undesignated
receipts to the Cooperative Program.

And so it was that this fine congregation
had just adopted its 1989 budget, which
reflected a 15 percent increase over the
previous year and called for §10,000 a
month in building payments, when they
were approached by the Caroline Associa-
tion with a missions need.

A survey of the community had reveal-
ed that no church was effectively reaching
the Briarwood area, located across
Highway 67/167 from Cabot. Composed of
manufactured homes situated on large lots,
the area’s people were not responding to
the outreach efforts of local congregations.
It seemed a good location for a new chapel
designed to meet the needs of the
residents.

Medlin recalls that the committee which
studied the proposal decided that,
although they did not know how the
church would pay for the project, they
should nonetheless agree to sponsor the
mission. After all, turning down missions
involvement because of a lack of money
would defeat the purpose of the church,
they reasoned.

So the congregation voted to launch the

5 et

ABN photo / Mark Kelly

Mission Pastor Scott Hamilton chats with
a Briarwood member:

ticipated in the Brazil project and felt call-
ed to greater personal missions involve-
ment. Scott Hamilton, a young man who
had only recently made a commitment to
the preaching ministry, was asked to serve
as the mission pastor.

The Briarwood project began in
February 1989 as a home Bible study with
10 in attendance. Two manufactured
buildings owned by Caroline Association
and the Arkansas Baptist State Convention
were placed on the site acquired for the
mission. When the effort was launched on
Easter Sunday, 57 attended

Six months later, the mi n's atten-
dance was averaging in the 30s. Five per-
sons had been baptized, 14 had come by
letter. Many of them were individuals who
were inactive in their churches.

Many congregations are “‘unbalanced" in
their approach to missions, Medlin says.

**Some churches will send 10 percent of
their receipts to win the lost in Africa, but
won't do anything locally to win people
to Christ,”” he observes. **Others will spend
their resources on building a great local
church program but lose sight of their
responsibilities to reach those in Africa.”

The Little Rock native and graduate of
Ouachita Baptist University insists that,
while it may be difficult to convince peo-
ple to meet both local and worldwide
needs, it is both possible and essential.

**This is not an either/or proposition. It's
a matter of both/and,” he says. “'It's easy
to say, ‘We'll just cut back on our missions
giving temporarily and take care of this

Briarwood i They ¢ d
almost a dozen members to work in the
new chapel, among them Doyne Plummer,
a Sunday School teacher who had par-

building debt’, but most will never go back.
We don't want a building to keep us from
doing what needs to be done in the area
of missions."
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Retirement Gains Examined

DALLAS (BP)—Annuity Board trustees
heard reports of growing retirement plan
earnings and rising medical claims at their
fall meeting in Dallas Oct. 30-31

Buoyed by increasing contributions and
rising earnings, the assets of the board have
increased by more than $1 million a day in
1989, I’ruxdml Darold H. Morgan told the

urer Harold D. Richardson noted
that while falling long-term interest rates
c:luscd a reduction in the funding rate for
i sing stock prices and increas-
ed bond values both worked to enhance
the value of members’ accounts.

Trustees in the insurance committee and
in the full board meeting grappled with the
continuing losses in the board’s medical
plans.

Heavy use of the Church Comprehensi
Medical Plan by pastors, other church staff
members and their families, and large doc-
tor and hospital bills resulted in losses of
$5.1 million in the plan during the first
nine months of the year, board officials
noted. Losses by year gnd are expected to
be $6.9 million to $§7 million.

In the past three years, claims paid by
Annuity Board medical plans have exceed-
ed premiums paid by $31 million. In recent

years, adequate plan surpluses made
moderate inc possible. Now, ad-
ministrators are trying to equalize

premiums and claims.

a number of whom are in-
discussed the national
medical insurance crisis and asked the An-
nuity Board staff to expand its efforts to
inform participants of the dangers of
canceling medical coverage.

The board has aiinounced rate increases
in the church medical plan that range from
9 percent to more than 30 percent, with
rates based on regional medical costs. The
aggregate increase in projected premium in-
come to match claims experience is 20 per-
cent. The aggregate increase in the Group
Comprehensive Medical Plan will be about
19 percent. The present Seminarian Com-
prehensive Medical Plan will merge into
the Church Plan Jan. 1

Reporting on retirement, Treasurer
Richardson noted that net earnings of
$291.4 million in nine months is the
greatest dollar earnings in any January-
September period. Equities led the earn-
inp \\ilh a year- m d‘m rate uf more than

Trustees,

(d the same nine-month period in 1988 b)
10.5 percent and totaled $126.3 million

Trustees approved a 1990 operating
budget of $26.2 million, an incre:
percent over 1989. The budget does not in-
clude cost-of-living adjustments in salaries
for 1990.

At an Oct. 30 evening dinner meeting,
Morgan, who will retire as chief executive
officer March 1, 1990, spoke to trustees

NASHVILLE—Sunday School cur-
riculum materials with a *‘clearly stated
opposition to abortion’’ are available
from the Southern Baptists Sunday
School Board for suggested use on Sanc-
tity of Human Life Sunday, Jan. 21, 1990,
according to Rusty Gilbert, an editor of
youth Sunday School materials.

The undated curriculum is available
with teacher and member materials for
adults, youth and older children, said
Gibert who served as coordinator of the
project.

The undated materials are le for

Sanctity of Life Materials Available

““We wanted quality Bible study
materials that were related to the topic of
abortion, not just a topical study of the
abortion issue,”’ Gilbert said.

The central Bible truth for the 1990
study states that, “‘because all people are
created in God's image and loved by God,
we should express our love and care for
all people and oppose abortion.”

Although the teaching aim varies for
the three age groups, it relates to
understanding biblical teaching concer-
ning the sanctity of human. life and
lating that und ding to attitudes

1990, and will remain available for several
years. Also, an annual sanctity of human
life session on the third Sunday in January
will be included in all curriculum lines
for adults, youth and older children
beginning in 1991.

The 1990 lesson materials for all three
age groups are based on the same Bible
passages, have similar content outlines
and vary as need to fit the age levels.

and actions in opposing abortion.

While the materials clearly identify
abortion as a sin, there is an emphasis on
churches dealing ptively with peo-
ple who may have had an abortion’ or
who have participated in abortions,
Gilbert pointed out.

‘“We are highlighting the churches’
responsibility to minster to persons. We
highlight forgiveness,”” Gilbert said.

November 16, 1989

about his years of ministry and the changes

he has seen
Morgan praised the trustees as the ‘ideal
for the rest of the denomination’ as they

have “‘again and again demonstrated the
true role of trusteeship.’”

Morgan honored the memory of his
predecessor, the late Alton Reed, and prais-
ed his su sor, Paul W. Powell.

The trustee relief committee reported ap-
proval of eight people for two year mon-
thly grants and eight for two-year expense
grants. One person received a one-time
grant. Relief funds are allocated from
Southern Baptist Cooperative Program
unified budget receipts after approval of
the trustee committee.

The committee approved a Christmas
check of $125 to each person on<the relief
roll as of Dec. 1, 1989.

A Symbol
To Depend On.
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742 New Sunday Schools

by Frank Wm. White
Baptist Sunday School Board

NASHVILLE (BP)—Southern Baptists
started 742 Sunday schools during the
1988-89 church year, a decline from the
861 Sunday schools started in 1987-88 and
the lowest total since 874 starts were
recorded in 1984-85.

““There is a desire for starting new Sun-
day schools, but few states have a strategy
for getting it done,”" said Jim L. Harvey, Sun-
day school growth and administration con-
sultant at the Southern Baptist Sunday
School Board.

Harvey singled out Texas as a consistent
leader in starting new Sunday schools.
Texas started 217 Sunday schools in
1988-89, down from the 273 started in the
state in 1987-88.

Florida had an increase in Sunday
schools, with 118 recorded, compared to
56 the previous year. Harvey pointed out
that Florida during the past year had a per-
son responsible for training churches in
conducting Outreach Bible Studies as a
strategy for starting Sunday schools.

Three state conventions met Or surpass-
ed their goals for starting Sunday schools.
Alaska started 15, with a goal of 10.

Maryland started 18, surpassing 2 goal of
15, while Minnesota/Wisconsin started 19,
with a goal of 12.

Other top state totals were California, 35;
North Carolina, 25; and Georgia, 21.

The emphasis for starting Sunday
schools supports the Southern Baptist Bold
Mission Thrust goal of 50,000 churches by
the year 2000. The convention has about
37,567 churches.

The outreach organization and potential
through the Sunday school is vital to a new
work, he said.

“*We need for new Sunday school starts
to become a major priority in order to
reach people,”” Harvey said.

He listed Outreach Bible Study, Backyard
Bible Clubs and Mission Vacation Bible

Schools as effective strategies to start new
Sunday schools.

The Sunday School Board offers
assistance for new Sunday schools with up
to $100 worth of Sunday school material
selected by leaders of the new Sunday
school. Also available for new Sunday
schools is a $50 discount at Small Sunday
School Leadership Conferences; a $25 gift
certificate from Baptist Book Stores for Bi-
ble study and administrative materials; free
materials to guide the church in starting a
media library; 25 *‘Baptist Hymnals;"' grad-
ed choir literature for three months; a
Holman pew Bible; $75 in discipleship
training material; a Vacation Bible School
Plan Book and a copy of the current
Church Materials Catalog.

A brochure, ““How to Start a New Sun-
day School™ will be available from the Sun-
day School Board in January.

Oak Hall Choir Robe Co.
Choir and Pulpit Robes
by Oak Hall and Bentley & Simon

Marty Sewald, Representative
6500 Mulberry St., Pine Bluff, AR 71603

536-4764 (h) 543-4313 (w)

Qupit
\;JA’nySales
Used 12 and 15 passenger vans, special prices
to churches. 501-268-4490, 1500 E. Race,
Searcy 72143, Larry Carson

Interested in a
Ministry of Love?

Arkansas Baptist Home is looking
for dedicated Christian singles, or
couples (with two or less children)
to live and work with children in
a home-like setting. Salary, fringe
benfits, and training are provided.
Call or write Royce Aston, P.O.
Box 180, Monticello, AR 71655;
phone 501-367-5358.

CP Sets Record in

NASHVILLE (BP)—Southern Baptists’
conventionwide budget launched its
fiscal year with record receipts in
October.

The Cooperative Program received
$11,561,367 at the national level in Oc-
tober, announced Harold C. Bennett,
president and treasurer of the conven-
tion's Executive Committee.

That amount is a $609,752—or 5.57
percent—increase over receipts for Oc-
tober 1988, Bennett said. The current U.S.
inflation rate is 4.3 percent.

*“This is a good beginning for the new
fiscal year,”” Bennett said. "I pray
Cooperative Program gifts will continue
to be strong because of the urgent mis-
sion needs."”

The Cooperative Program helps fund
18 Southern Baptist Convention organiza-
tions that conduct evangelistic, mis-
sionary and educational ministries
worldwide.

October was the Cooperative Program’s
first month under a new procedure that
set its basic operating budget according
to performance-oriented guidelines, as
opposed to the goal-oriented guidelines
used to develop previous budgets.

The new 1989-90 national basic
operating budget goal is $134,787,543.
That is the amount the program receiv-
ed in the 1987-88 fiscal year, the latest
year of record when the budget was pro-
posed in February. The goal is a 2.05 per-
cent decrease from the 1988-89 goal of
$137,610,000.

The 1989-90 budget also has a $2.5
million capital needs priority item,
designed to pay off the debt on the SBC

October
Building in Nashville, which will be five
years old in February.

Operating under the goal-oriented
guidelines, Southern Baptists failed to
meet their overall budget for most of this
decade and built up a backlog of capital
needs commitments.

Consequently, the new budgeting pro-
cedure was initiated in January 1989 by
the SBC Inter-Agency Council, compris-
ed of the executives of convention
agencies. ’

The performance-oriented procedure
was designed to enable Cooperative Pro-
gram recipients to set their budgets more
accurately, planners said. It also was in-
tended to make capital needs money
available, spread over a 10 year period,
so the convention can pay off the capital
commitments it made in the '80s, they
added. And it was established to make
“program advance” funds more readily
available.

Beginning in 1990-91, all Cooperative
Program income received in excess of its
performance-oriented basic operating
budget will be distributed between its
program advance and capital needs
budgets.

To illustrate, suppose the Cooperative
Program received $2 million more than
its basic operating budget goal. Of that ex-
cess, the program advance budget would
distribute $1 million to the 18 SBC reci-
pient organizations according to the
percentages by which they received the
basic budget. The capital needs budget
would distribute $1 million between
previously approved building projects for
various SBC organizations.
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Ruling Favors

by Lonnie Wilkey
Tennesse Baptist and Reflector

NASHVILLE (BP) county court judge
has dismissed a lawsuit involving several
Nashville Baptist Association churches.

Last December, Nashville's metropolitan
government filed a lawsuit seeking a judg-
ment regarding the taxability of church par-
sonages. The city was seeking to tax 141
tax-exempt properties that it claimed were
not used for charitable or religious pur-
poses. About 20 Nashville Baptist churches
were among those cited.

In the lawsuit, the government challeng-
ed the constitutionality of a 1984 state law
that said church parsonages should be tax-
exempted as “‘property used purely and ex-
clusively for religious purposes.

State law allows each church to claim an
exemption for only one residence as a par-
sonage. Metro Tax Assessor Jim Ed Clary
claimed the purpose of parsonages is
residential and" that they are not used
“‘purely and solely" for religious purposes.

Clary told the Baptist and Reflector, Ten-
nessee Baptists' weekly newsjournal, that
parsonages are built to “'provide a service
which every individual must have'" and
noted that residents of church parsonages
receive without cost the same government
services—such as fire and police

Churches

protection—that their neighbors purchase
through property taxes.

In a2 memorandum indicating his deci-
sion, Judge Irvin H. Kilcrease Jr. wrote that
state law “‘does not create a per se proper-
ty tax exemptiorn for parsonages nor does
this statute foreclose inquiry as to the ac-
tual use of parsonages.

““Tax exemptions in favor of religious,
scientific, literary, and educational institu-
tions are liberally construed, rather than
strictly,”” he said

“’A parsonage is the home of a full-time
regular minister of a local church. The
‘purely and exclusively' use test for proper-
ty to be tax exempt is met where the use
is ‘directly incidental to or an integral part
of" one of the recognized purposes of an
exempt institution.”

Kilcrease concluded the state legislature
intended to “‘exempt from property tax
parsonages used ‘purely and exclusively’
for religious purposes.’”

Attorney Bob Taylor, who represented
several of the Nashville churches, said he
was dchghlcd that the judge upheld the
constitutionality of the 1984 statute. A
negative decision would have impacted
churches across Tennessee, he said, predic-
ting "'a lot of tax assessors ross the state
were awaiting the outcome of the decision.

Sent

to Serve

Week of Prayer for Foreign Missions
Dec. 3-10, 1989

Lottie Moon Christmas Offering
National Goal: $81 million

November 16, 1989

Nashville pastors contended that church
parsonages always have been considered a
part of a church’s total ministry to the com-
munity and should be treated as other
church property and not be taxed

Churches perform *‘benevolent services
to the community that offsets the proper-
ty tax we would pay’ said Kenneth
Castleberry, pastor of Dalewood Baptist
Church

The churches have “won round one,
Taylor said, but the government may ap-
peal the ruling.

Clary told a reporter from The Tennes-
sean, Nashville's morning newspaper, that
he is “‘not ready to throw in the towel.” He
must get ady from the government's
legal department about whether-to appeal
Kilcrease's decision, he said

Nashville churches have spent several
thousand dollars in legal fees and would
like to avert further legal activity.
Castleberry said, noting, “'I would hope
that Metro attorne will review it
(Kilcrease's rulmg) and ‘Let’s stop it
right here!

HMB Toll-free
Volunteer Number

ATLANTA (BP)—The Southern Baptist
Home Mission Board has installed a toll-
free telephone line to assist home missions
volunteers and people needing volunteer
assistance.

The number is (800) HMB-VOLS, or (800)
462-8657.

Calls on the toll-free line will be
answered in the HMB's volunteer division
office. Division Director Don Hammonds
said the line was installed to allow
Southern Baptists easier access to informa-
tion about volunteer missions oppor-
tunities and to assist missionaries, pastors
and associational workers who want to re-
quest volunteer assistance.

Callers may use the toll-free line to
receive information about a variety of HMB
volunteer programs:

— Mission Service Corps, for
volunteers willing to serve one
longer.

— Chi n Service Corps, for adult
volunteers willing to serve in short-term
assignments of one week or longer.

— Student summer and semester mis-
sions, for college students willing to serve
10- to I4-week terms.

— Sojourners, for high school juniors
and seniors willing to serve four to 10
weeks, usually in the summer.

— Mission youth groups, for high school
church groups willing to serve one week
or longer, usually in the summer.
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SENIOR ADULTS

Money Management

by Terri Lackey
Baptist Sunday School Board

RIDGECREST, N.C. (BP)—Senior adults
never will reach an age when they can
withdraw from learning more about money
management, and churches should invest
time in helping them continue to do it, a
conference leader told seminar participants
at a senior-adult Chautauqua at Ridgecrest
(N.C.) Baptist Conference Center.

“‘It's not too late to plan how to manage
our money, and the church has a stake in
helping people better manage their lives
and financial situations,” said Horace Kerr,
retired manager of the single- and senior-
adult section of the Southern Baptist Sun-
day School Board’s family ministry
department.

About 50 senior adults attending one of
14 Chautauquas sponsored this fall by the
Sunday School Board participated in a
money management seminar sponsored
jointly by the board and American Express.

In pilot projects with Southern Baptists
and three other denominations, personnel
from American Express have been teaching
money management to senior adults to
determine their specific needs, said
Meredith Fernstrom, senior vice president

for public responsibility at American
Express.
Other groups included the United

Church of Christ, American Baptists and
Episcopalians.

““We decided to work with religious
organizations because a large number of
senior adults are church goers, and they
look to the church to meet a wide range
of needs, not just spiritual,” said Fern-
strom, a Southern Baptist who was reared
near Ridgecrest.

Jay Johnston, a senior-adult consultant
at the board, said the information gathered
from the four pilot projects will be con-
solidated and adapted into a money
management resource for churches to teach
their senior adults.

The resource will be produced by the
board’s family ministry department and
released in late 1991, reported Doug Ander-
son, director of the family ministry depart-
ment. Before the product is completed, the
material will be field tested in several chur-
ches in 1990, he said.

Kerr, who has been working on the pro-
ject since its inception about two years ago,
said the changing lifestyles of senior adults
require knowledge of life planning as well
as financial planning.

*“‘As we look forward to the new phases
in our lives, we have to begin planning for

to plan for the rest of life by learning the
options that we have and by thinking
creatively and honestly.”

In the two-part seminar, life planning
and financial planning, Kerr told senior
adults they should be prepared for the tran-
sitions and changes that come with aging
and retirement.

“‘We have to understand our personal
perception of aging and feel good about it,”
he said.

Some of the changes that accompany
retirement, said Kerr, who retired earlier
this year, include more discretionary time,
more opportunities for volunteerism, feel-
ings of not being needed and relief from
work pressures.

Retired people must work to maintain
their spiritual life, their social relationships
and their physical and mental well-being,
he said.

They must plan how to spend their
lusun time, and they must dcudc on hous-
ing *'b
ideal living space,’ he noted.
look at all these things as we plan for the
rest of our lives. In almost all of these areas,
you are talking about spending money.”

To spend and save money properly,
senior adults need to know what's available
for them, said Bill Steinke, regional direc-
tor for IDS Financial Services, a subsidiary
of American Express.

“‘Financial planning is crucial all through
aid Steinke, who led the second part
of the seminar. "It takes money to make
us mentally and physically well, and there
are plenty of options and opportunities for
managing your money during retirement.”

Preserving Family Memories

RIDGECREST, N.C. (BP)—The room fell silent when Robert Hastings launched
into a story of his childhood during the Great Depression.

A natural storyteller, Hastings moved the room of senior adults back into a
familiar time when food was scarce, money was tight and sacrifices were made.

At the end of his tale, Hastings, an author, writing consultant and editor emeritus
of the Illinois Baptist newspaper, had made an unspoken point.

Family memories must be preserved.

Hastings led a seminar on ways to preserve family memories during a Senior
Adult Chautauqua at Ridgecrest (N.C.) Baptist Conference Center Oct. 23-27.

Author of the fictional Broadman Press books “Tinyburg Tales” and **Tinyburg
Revisited,” Hastings began in 1970 penning the memories he had of his family.
The death of his mother only two years after his father’s death triggered those
memories, which eventually became a book, “A Nickel's Worth of Skim Milk,’
and its sequel, “A Penny’s Worth of Minced Ham."

‘It wasn’t until after my parents passed away that I realized the rich treasures
said Hastings. "'Buried in our childhood memories are a lot of rich stories.””

People can preserve their family memories in several ways, he said, adding,
“‘There is no one way to do it, and it is never too late.”

1had,”

Annice Matthews can attest to that.

Matthews, an Episcopalian who traveled with the senior adult group of First
Bapus( Church of New Orlcans started a journal two years ago at age 80, at the

of her g

“My grznddaughtcr said: “You tell such wonderful stories about your girlhood.
Why don't you write them down, so I can keep them.’ So I am,” Matthews said.

Matthews has no real pattern for keeping her journal, she said, noting,
“‘Whenever I remember something, I just write it down.”

Hastings said jotting down memories does not necessarily need order. '
are just now going to start, write down what you can remember about your life,’"

he explained.

The difference between a journal and a diary, Hastings said, ‘‘is that a diary
is just a factual account of your day, and a journal is an account embellished with

thoughts and emotions.’’

If you

Keeping pbooks of

bilia, old ph b

clippings “‘or whatever helps bring memories back to you'' is another way to

preserve the past, Hastings said.

It is best if names are marked on old photographs, he said.
Cassette tapes, video tapes and genealogy or family descent research are other
ways of preserving family history, he said.

locks of hair, newspaper

these changes,” he said. "'"The objective is
Page 20
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Lawyer Thanks Trustees

Letter Commends Agreement with Dilday

by Dan Martin
Baptist Press

ATLANTA (BP)—An Atlanta lawyer, who
last month threatened a lawsuit, has thank-
ed trustees of Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary for “‘developing an
agreement” with President Russell Dilday.

Hugh Gibert, a partner in the Atlanta
lawfirm of Arnall, Golden and Gregory,
mailed a letter to the 36 trustees of the Fort
Worth, Texas, seminary in early October
threatening to sue them individually if they
tried to fire Dilday in the Oct. 16-17 board
meeting.

At the board meeting, trustees and Dil-
day met behind closed doors for nearly five
hours before emerging with a three-
paragraph statement which said Dilday and
the trustees *‘covenant together . . .to cease
and desist from making any statements, or
writings, or engaging in any activities that
could reasonably be interpreted as being in-
tentionally political in nature, all the while
seeking to deal with each other and the in-
stitution we serve in truth and love.”

On Nov. 2, Gibert mailed a letter to
Chairman Ken Lilly, a medical doctor from
Smith, which said,
Southern Baptist pastors and laypeople on
whose behalf I wrote to you last month
wish to express appreciation to . . . trustees
for developing an agreement with its presi-
dent by which terms seemingly apply,
evenly and equally, to each trustee of the
institution as well as to the president.”

The letter went on to say: "It will be
presumed the agreement was covenanted
in good faith should each trustee refrain
from participation in meetings that are
perceived to be politically motivated and
otherwise will iduously avoid expres-
sions, spoken or written, that could be
considered intentionally political in nature.

‘It is expected the precedent establish-
ed by Dr. Dilday and the trustees will con-
tribute to restoration of Christian proprie-
ty and justice in conduct of the denomina-
tion's affairs.’”

In addition to Lilly, the letter was mail-
ed to all trustees, as well as to Harold C.
Bennett, president and treasurer of the
Southern Baptist Executive Committee, and
to Baptist Press.

Gibert, contacted by Baptist Press after
the letter was received, was asked what
will happen if trustees fail to abide by the
agreement.

“*“What happens is always the same,
whether in this case or others. I will discuss
it with my clients and decide what to do,”
he said.

November 16, 1989

“'From my point of view, it is just wait
and see. I am a lawyer; this is not my
dispute. My clients will monitor the situa-
tion, and if they feel they need to take any
action, 1 am sure we will discuss it and
decide what is possible and appropriate. |
cannot really anticipate or speculate on
what that might be.”

Gibert said he is not a Southern Baptist
*'so this is very definitely not my personal
dispute or concern.”

In the letter to Lilly, Gibert wrote that
“‘other Southern Baptists have phoned and
written to join in our clients’ endeavors
Even though such offers of assistance are
much appreciated, it is felt that abilities to
foster a return to Christian courtesy and
fairness in handling of trustee respon-
sibilities are adequate.

“No doubt you will be interested to
know of responses made to all Southern
Baptists who have graciously offered
assistance: instead of our clients accepting
funds to defray the cost of legal services,
they are suggesting that generous contribu-
tions be made to the Lottie Moon
(Christmas offering for foreign missions)
and other missions offerings.”

Gibert declined to identify his clients. ™I
cannot comment on who my clients might
be," he said

He made the same statement when ask-
ed if John Baugh, a leader in the Baptists
Committed to the Southern Baptist Con-
vention, a ‘“‘moderate;’ or ‘‘centrist,”
political organization, might be involved as
a client. Baugh is senior chairman of Sysco
Corporation, a food service organization.

Jonathan Golden, a partner in Arnall,
Golden and Gregory, is a stockholder and
director for Sysco, and the lawfirm is listed
on the 1988 Sysco proxy statement
general counsel for the corporation.

Gibert told Baptist Press he has not per-
sonally represented Sysco in any legal
work. "I have partners who have—we have
90 attorneys in the firm— but I have not.”
he said.

Baugh told Baptist Press Arnall, Golden
and Gregory is “‘one of the lawfirms the
company has, but we must have 50 or more
lawfirms representing us across the na-
tion."

He added: “'Ellis Arnall, former gover-
nor of Georgia, has been my friend for 50
years. [ know him very well. Sol Golden,
during his lifetime, was a very dear friend
of mine. He was one of the founding direc-
tors (of Sysco). But there are 90 to 100
million stockholders in the company.”

Baugh added he has ‘‘never been their

(the Atlanta lawfirm’s) personal client.”” He
added: "I am not involved in a personal
lawsuit. I have not sued anybody and don't
intend to. I haven't been sued. If I were, I
would use my personal lawyer, Emory T.
Carl, of Houston. I don't need his services.

Baugh added: "It seems to me a moot
question. On the surface, it seems to me
the trustees did not abuse Dr, Dilday.""

Of the identity of Gibert
qucs(ioncd the assumption they might be

“‘moderates” attempting to defend Dilday:

““Who would have the most to gain by in-
flaming the trustees? The fundamen-
talists?"

After receiving Gibert's Nov. 2 letter,
Baptist Press attempted to contact Lilly, but -
he was out of his office and did not answer
his home telephone.

Another trustee, former Chairman Drew
J.-Gunnells Jr., said he was “'glad to get the
letter. I don't like lawsuits, and I think we
would be better without them. I was very
appreciative of the second letter”

He said the October letter was mention-
ed during the closed-door session but was
not read at the trustee meeting. I recall
some pc()plc ing they resented this kind
Gunnells, pastor of Spring
Hill B:lptisl Church of Mobile, Ala.

‘It would be hard to tell, positively or
negatively, whether the letter had any im-
pact,” he added. "I guess that would de-
pend on the person who received the let-
ter. It could have been counterproductive,
though."”

The “covenant agreement’’ between Dil-
day and trustees, he said, did not come
about because of the letter, but because
*‘the board came together in an honest at-
tempt to handle a difficult problem and
handle it in a Christlike manner. The threat
of a lawsuit was not what prompted the
agreement.”

Another tr said the first letter made
some trustees “‘nervous and angry. They
resented the threats and grilled Russell (Dil-
day) about whether he was involved or
knew anything about it. When it was clear
he did not, they moved on to other things.'"

Following the board meeting, some
questioned the involvement of trustee
James T. Draper Jr. in an unprecedented ad
hoc pastors’ conference Nov. 6, preceeding
the annual meeting of the Baptist General
Convention of Texas in Lubbock. Texas
Baptist "*'moderates’ claimed the pastors’
conference was overtly political.

‘Copeland Bus Sales and Service

Quality pre-owned school buses
Many sizes, makes, models,
and price ranges

St. James, Mo. 314-265-7408
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~ LESSONS FOR LIVING

Convention Uniform

Life and Work

Bible Book

Who's the Boss?

by Reed Bethel, Otter Creek First
Church, Little Rock

Basic passage: Revelation 19:11-16;
20:11-15

Focal passage: Revelation 19:11-16;
20:11-15

Central truth: In fulfillment of Bible
prophecy, Jesus is coming to take over
this world and begin his kingly rule.

How will it all end? The Bible gives the
answer. At the end of the Tribulation, Jesus
will return to earth to take over! Revelation
19:11-16 gives us a picture of Jesus at his
glorious coming.

In verse 11, heaven opens to let Jesus out.
He is riding a white charger, a symbol of
conquest. He is called faithful and true, in
contrast to the lies of Satan and Antichrist.
He came the first time in peace, but the se-
cond time in judgment!

Verse 12 reveals his penetrating x-ray vi-
sion eyes (1:14) and the many crowns that
will be gladly given him by the saints.

Verse 13 describes his clothing: a robe
dipped in blood. Oh, precious is the flow
that makes me white as snow! While he has
a name that no one knows, one that is
known is the **Word of God'’ (see Jn. 1:1).
The heavenly host accompanies him in his

Self-Centeredness

by Bert Thomas, Valley Church, Searcy
Basic passage: Jonah 1:1-4:11

Focal passage: Jonah 1:1-3; 3:1-3,5;
4:1,3-11

Central truth: We cannot be self-
centered and be successful in our mis-
sions task.

Jonah was a prophet who ran from God
and spent three days and three nights in the
belly of a fish because of his rebellion. This
lesson from Jonah confronts with the sin
of self-centeredness.

God's call to Jonah was direct and his
message was specific and urgent. Rather
than obey God, he rebelled and set sail for
Tarshish. One trait of a self-centered per-
son is his refusal to obey the revealed word
of God.

A self-centered person makes life
miserable for others. Jonah was no excep-
tion. God sent a great wind to disturb the
sea. The wind churned up angry waves and
the ship was threatened. The sailors
became frantic and prayed to their gods
while Jonah was in a deep sleep below
deck. He was awakened and lots were
casted to determine who was the source of
their problem. The lot fell on Jonah, he
confessed his sin, and was thrown into the

conquest (v. 14), dressed in the
righteousness of Jesus (see v. 8). The sharp
sword is a symbol of God's Word (He. 4:12,
Ep. 6:17). With his Word he, like we, shall
be victorious.

The winepress is a symbol of God's judg-
ment, which he shall justly mete out as
King of Kings and Lord of Lords (v. 16).

Revelation 20 describes what this world
will be like under 1000 years of the King's
management. Satan is restrained (1-3), the
Tribulation saints are resurrected (4-6),
Satan is released (7-10), and in verses 11-15
we learn about the Savior's review. Com-
monly called the Great White Throne Judg-
ment, this final judgment is for the unsav-
ed. The Bible teaches that the Lord is slow
to anger; but when he takes his seat as
judge, even earth and sky cannot stand in
his presence (v. 11)!

This passage reveals that God is keeping
records of sins (v. 12). Those whose sins
have been washed away by the blood of the
Lamb have their names written in the Book
of Life (see Dn. 12:1, Lk. 10:20, Ph. 4:30,
and their sins are forgotten (Is. 43:25).
Everyone else will be judged for their sins
(see Mt. 12:36).

This lesson treatment is based on the International Bible Lesson for

Christian Teaching. Uniform Series. Copyright International Coun-
cil of Education. Used by permissioa.
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sea.

A self-centered person can be identified
by his attitude, not his message or his suc-
cess. This was the case of Jonah. God sent
a great fish to swallow Jonah and he spent
three days and three nights in its stomach.
When God spoke to him the second time,
Jonah went to Nineveh. There he preach-
ed God's messages, the people repented,
and God spared them (Jo. 3:3-5,10).

Jonah was bitterly disappointed and told
God so. He was so self-centeted that he
could not see how he could accept God's
plan for Nineveh. He was more interested
in his personal comfort than the souls of
120,000 people. Jonah is a classic example
of how success comes in spite of
self-centeredness.

A self-centered person is often com-
bative. Jonah rebelled against God and ran
from his presence. He chided God for one
of the traits that is so admirable about him.
“'I now that you are a gracious and mer-
ciful God, slow to anger and abundant in
loving kindness, one who relents from do-
ing harm™ (Jo. 4:2). He defied God by re-
maining uncompassionate and
self-centered.

This lesson Is based on the Life and Work Curriculum for Southern
Baptist Churches, copyright by the Sunday School Board of the
Baptist Coavention. All

Paul’s Credentials

by W.L. Bruce Jr., Forty-Seventh Street
Church, North Little Rock

Basic passage: Galatians 1:1-2,6-19
Focal passage: Galatians 1:1,11-19

Central truth: Paul's apostleship and
message came directly from God.

In our Scripture passage this week, Paul
defended his apostleship and the gospel
which he preached. He declared that he
received his commission to be an apostle
and the message which he preached by a
direct revelation of Jesus Christ. He sought
to show that he was totally independent of
the Twelve and the church in Jerusalem so
far as his authority and his message were
concerned. In verse 1, Paul clearly stated
that his apostleship was from God and not
from men. In verse 12, he emphatically
declared that he did not receive the gospel
from men.

Paul was brought up in what he twice
referred to as “'the Jews' religion.”” Also, he
earnestly pursued the church of God with
the evil purpose of destroying it. He refer-
red to incidents recorded in Acts 8:1-3;
9:1-2. Paul, then known as Saul of Tarsus,
was continually persecuting and making
havoc of the church (v. 13). For some Chris-
tians, this meant death; for others, it meant
prison (Ac. 22:4). At the same time, Paul
(Saul) was advancing in Judaism. Compared
with many of his peers, he was extremely
zealous (v. 14).

Because of the grace of God, Paul’s life
was suddenly and radically changed (vv.
15-17). Acts 9 records his conversion when
he saw the risen, ascended Lord on the
Damascus road. Paul understood that the
Lord appeared to him, not only for his own
sake, but for the sake of others. Paul was
commissioned to carry the gospel to the
Gentiles (Ga. 1:16; 2:7-8; 26:17; 1 Ti. 2:7).

Paul received the gospel apart from the
Apostles (vv. 15-19). Verse 16 tells us that
he did not confer with men after he receiv-
ed his calling. Instead, he went to Arabia
for a time of prayer, study, and meditation.
Someone has said, ''Paul went to Arabia
with the law and the prophets and came
out with Romans and Galatians.”” Then he
went back to Damascus where he had first
witnessed for Christ. Paul then went up to
Jerusalem and was there for only 15 days.
We know from Acts 9:26-29 that the
believers there were actually afraid of Paul
and would not have accepted him, if it had
not been for Barnabas.

This lesson treatment is based on the Bible Book Study for Southern
Baptist churches, copyright by the Sunday School Board of the
s 0. All
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WORLD

UGANDA

Missionary Expelled

by Craig Bird
SBC Foreign Mission Board

KAMPALA, Uganda (BP)—Ugandan
military officials Nov. 7 ordered Southern
Baptist missionary Roger Hesch to leave the
country within seven days.

Hesch, imprisoned for a week without
formal charges, learned of the accusation
against him and the expulsion order at the
same time. He was charged with entering
a military installation without authoriza-
tion Oct. 31.

That night Hesch gave a Ugandan soldier
a ride back to his barracks after showing
an evangelistic film at a rehabilitation
center for the handicapped in Masaka,
Uganda. Hesch told fellow missionaries he
drove onto the military base with no ques-
tions asked, spent a few minutes passing
out Christian tracts and left. His soldier
passenger, a Baptist, took a box of Bibles
to distribute later.

Those few minutes resulted in Hesch's
arrest the next day and the expulsion order
six days later.

American Embassy officials and
Southern Baptist mission representatives in
Uganda decided Nov. 8 to jointly appeal
the order to Ugandan President Yoweri
Museveni. But they doubt it will be over-
turned, said Jim Houser, a Southern Bap-
tist mission administrator based in Nairobi,
Kenya. The order was signed by the highest
military official in Uganda other than
Museveni.

Mission officials had received assurances
Nov. 6 that any deportation action would
require a formal court hearing at which any
charge against Hesch would have to be pro-
ved. But that apparently will not happen,
officials said.

‘‘Roger spent Nov. 8 consulting with
American Embassy officials in Kampala and
with other Baptist missionaries,” said
Houser, who talked with Hesch shortly
after his release Nov. 7.

‘*He was still somewhat dazed by all that
has happened, but his primary concern
was that any action to appeal or not would
be based on the best long-term benefit of
sharing Christianity with the people of
Uganda,” Houser added.

Hesch, 32, of Little Falls, Minn., has
worked in Uganda for about three years as
a church developer. He lives in Entebbe,
about 10 miles south of Kampala.

For a week, efforts by embassy and mis-
sion officials to find out why Hesch had
been arrested and jailed were fruitless.
Ugandan police said they had no reason to
continue to hold the missionary, and

military spok would only respond,

November 16, 1989

“*Mr. Hesch knows the charges.

One American official said Nov. 7 that
the U.S. Embassy had been told no charges
had been filed. At that very hour the ex-
pulsion order was being issued.

During the first few days of Hesch's
detention, embassy officials in Kampala
said they were unable to intervene because
no official charges had been filed. But by
Nov. 7, the U.S. government reportedly had
registered formal complaints with high of-
ficials in both the Ugandan military and
government. Houser and U.S. Consular
General Charles Steffan have scheduled ad-
ditional meetings in Nairobi to discuss the
situation.

On Nov. 1, Hesch—unaware he had done
anything wrong the previous night, or that
the soldier he had driven back to the bar-
racks had been interrogated most of the
night—agreed to give two Ugandan
soldiers who came to his home in Entebbe
a ride into Kampala.

When they arrived at Republic House, a
military headquarters building, Hesch was
detained. His requests that his wife, Meg,
other missionaries or the U.S. Embassy be
notified were denied. That afternoon,
however, someone from the barracks
where Hesch's alleged trespassing occur-
red contacted Mrs. Hesch. She and other
missionaries went to Republic House and
were able to talk to Hesch through a base-
ment window and assure themselves he
was well.

The general feeling at the time, mis-
sionaries said, was that a mix-up had oc-
curred, it would be sorted out and Hesch
would be released. ‘*You've been out here
a long time," one Ugandan official told
Southern Baptist mission Chairman Paul
Eaton, a 20-year veteran of work in Ugan-
da. ““These things just take time to be work-
ed out.”

Hesch was transferred Nov. 3 from the
military prison to Ugandan Central Police
and placed in a prison for non-Ugandans.
Eaton was told all charges had been drop-
ped and Hesch likely would be released as
soon as the ‘‘appropriate official’’ wrote a
letter dismissing him. Hopes soared that
day when Mrs. Hesch received a phone call
from a friend who had heard Hesch had
been released.

But the Ugandan official, who would
later order Hesch out of the country, was
not available Nov. 3 or the following Mon-
day, Nov. 6. Hesch remained in jail. A
scheduled Nov. 7 morning meeting with
mission representatives did not occur
because the official was not in his office.
He finally met with Eaton, the mission

organization's lawyer and others late that
afternoon.

At the meeting Eaton, after finally being
told why Hesch has been arrested, stress-
ed the value of Hesch's work, including his
involvement in an evangelistic crusade in
Entebbe last summer. That event led to an
invitation from President Museveni to
Hesch and others to a reception at
Museveni’s home, where they were com-
plimented on all they were doing for
Uganda.

According to Eaton, the military official
said he was aware of the good things Hesch
and Baptists were doing in Uganda, but
stated that **Mr. Hesch acted in an irrespon-
sible manner by entering a military installa-
tion after dark without authorization,’ and
he was signing the order expelling him.

Hesch, his wife and their two children,
Sarah, 8, and Joel, 7, plan to go to Nairobi
Nov. 12 for consultations with Houser and
to rest and recover from the trauma. Any
decision about their future mission assign-
ment, if the expulsion order stands, will be
made then, Houser said.

The prison experience, while nerve-
shattering, had a positive side, Houser
noted.

““When Roger was first detained, his re-
quest to keep his Bible was denied, but
later he was allowed not only his own Bi-
ble but to actively witness, pass out Bibles
and tracts and even preach” in the prison,
Houser said.

Regulations prohibit visitors from com-
ing into the prison to conduct religious ser-
vices. But Hesch, with permission, con-
ducted several worship services during his
week in prison and passed out the supply
of tracts and Bibles left with him by a
steady stream of visitors. Mrs. Hesch took
meals to the prison two or three times a
day and ate with him. Red Cross officials
joined the missionaries and embassy per-
sonnel who visited regularly.

Hesch told Eaton that he had ‘“‘rather
mixed feelings about getting out since he
was getting to witness in an area usually
closed to the gospel. Some of the prison
officials expressed appreciation for what
he was doing and hoped he could continue
for awhile,”” Houser said.

Hesch shared a room with three other
men, including a Muslim.

A SMILE OR TWO

Last week I ate nothing but hundred
dollar a plate dinners. 1 was in the
hospital.

‘We sometimes have a second thought
about a matter. Too often this seems to
be our quota, —Cullen Hightower
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Subscriber Services

The Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine
offers subscription plans at three rates:

Every Resident Family Plan
gives churches a premium rate when
they send the Newsmagazine to all their
resident households. Resident families
are calculated to be at least one-fourth
of the church’s Sunday School enroll-
ment. Churches who send only to
members who request a subscription do
not qualify for this lower rate of §5.52
per year for each subscription.

A Group Plan (formerly called the
Club Plan) allows church members to
get a better than individual rate when
10 or more of them send their subscrip-
tions together through their church.
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Subscribers through the group plan pay
$6.12 per year.

Individual subscriptions may be
purchased by anyone at the rate of $6.99
per year. These subscriptions are more
costly because they require individual at-
tention for address changes and renewal
notices.

Changes of address by individuals
may be made with the above form.

When inquiring about your
subscription by mail, please include the
address label. Or call us at (501)
376-4791, ext. 5156. Be prepared to give
us your code line information.

Page 24

WORLD"

Beirut Baptist
Schools Reopen

BEIRUT, Lebanon (BP)—Beirut Baptist
School and Arab Baptist Theological
Seminary have reopened for classes follow-
ing the cease-fire that has been in effect in
the Lebanese capital since mid-September.

Beirut Baptist School in West Beirut
opened for younger grades ahead of the
usual Nov. 1 opening date to allow students
to complete last year's coursework, inter-
rupted by the fighting that broke out dur-
ing the spring. The upper grades managed
to complete last year's studies, reported
Southern Baptist representative Jim
Ragland, who monitors Baptist work in
Lebanon from Cyprus.

Window installers worked overtime to
replace glass that had been shot out of most
of the windows of the school's two
buildings. Rainfall was a problem in recent
cause of the missing windows,
Ragland said. Students arrive at school in
buses riddled with bullet holes, patched
and taped up so the vehicles are usable.

A capacity student load of 700 is enroll-
ed, meaning many new students who have
applied for admission cannot be admitted,
school Principal Elijah Bitar told Ragland.

Eight students are enrolled at the
seminary, where windows also were shat-
tered during the fighting.

Electricity and water now are avai able
most of the time in Beirut. Many Lebanese
who left during the worst of the fighting
have returned, and the city again is having
traffic jams. Most of the Lebanese who fled
to Cyprus also have returned home,
Ragland said.

.
Soviets Express
Sympathy

NASHVILLE (BP)—Baptists in the Soviet
Union have sent Southern Baptists in the
United States a telegram of sympathy and
encouragement following the California
carthquake.

The telegram was sent to Harold C. Ben-
nett, president and  treasurer of the
Southern Baptist Executiv Committee,
from three officers of the All-Union Coun-
cil of Evangelical Christians-Baptists in the
Soviet Union. The telegram is addressed to
*“dear brethren’ and states:

“We expross our sincere sympathy in
connection with earthquake in California.
Let sources of heavenly consolation and
protection for all (who) suffered and those
who lost their relatives and near ones be
opened, and let God be comforter and
healer for them. **Your sorrow will be com-

forted by Almighty God and time.

“In this tragic time, we are with you,
dear friends, and we are praying that the
Lord might help you to endure this
tragedy.”’

The telegram came from Vasili
Logvinenko, the All-Union Council’s presi-
dent; General Secretary Alexei Bichkov;
and Alexei Stoian, director of the council’s
international relations. Bennett sent similar
telegrams to All-Union Council officers
following the Chernobyl nuclear incident
and the Ukranian earthquake.

Brazilian Pastors
Bolster Effort

LISBON, Portugal (BP)—More than 200
Portuguese made decisions to accept Jesus
Christ during a two-week national cam-
paign that brought 23 Brazilian Baptist
pastors and a layman to Portugal as
evangelists.

Although they speak the same language,
many of the Brazilians expressed amaze-
ment at cultural differences between Por-
tugal, where evangelism is difficult, and
their country, which is responsive.

In many locations, Portuguese who had
never entered an evangelical church
building attended services and heard the
gospel for the first time, workers reported.
Twenty-nine people publicly accepted
Christ as savior at 29-member Abrantes
Baptist Church in central Portugal, where
a Brazilian Baptist pastor, Josue Oliveira
preached.

The campaign, held in 50 churches and
missions, culminated a year of preparation
by church and convention leaders, said Jose
Sousa, general secretary of the Portuguese
Baptist Convention, which sponsored the
effort. Trained counselors in the churches
will begin following up to offer
discipleship training to people who made
decisions, including 150 who rededicated
their lives to Jesus Christ.

Sousa praised the visiting Brazilians,
many of whom spent long hours in door-
to-door visitation or handing out gospel
tracts on the streets before preaching in
evening services.

Although disappointed with the number
of decisions, Sousa said two major goals for
the campaign were met.

It generated a spiritual awakening among
Baptists, he said: **We mobilized our lay
people for personal evangelism. That's a
great need in Portugal.”’

It also brought convention churches
together within regions for greater
cooperation in missions and evangelism
and convinced some leaders of the need
for continuing cooperation.
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