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COOPERATIVE PROGRAM MONTH 

Because .you Share 
to stilu :uc peopk to give regul:uly and pro­
portion:ue.ly to the Southern S:;tptist �c�:�~�u�s�e �,� 

to usc: Southern Baptist li terature, and to 
organize missionary societies. 

The b:tb)' ducks ran in a geometric pat· 
tern from one corner o f the pen to the 
other. Ignoring the hum:ms who hung o n 
the fence 10 watch them, the ducks :uc the 
grain that had been processed and placed 
in tin troughs. 

The place: Bangladesh. The purpose: to 
visit the Southern D:lpti st farm where 
agricultural C\•:tngclist Rick F:ulcr is 
lr':l[JSforrning lives through his preaching 
and his farming. The rcsuh: an ever­
increasing appreciation for the mission 
support system of Southern BaptislS. 

Rick Farley is �t�c�<�~�c�h�i�n�g� improved farm­
ing methods 10 men whose li ves arc bound 
10 their littl e p iOl of land. He is improving 
the go:u stock for increased milk and meat 
production . He imroduccd fish to the 
streams and ducks 10 the land. And he is 
preaching the good news of the kingdom. 

As I walked through the fields and the 
barns, I was overwhelmed by a sense of 
ownership. I had helped 10 make all of this 
possible. Mr prayer suppon has often 
focused on the country of Bangladesh. My 
Cooperative Program money had provid­
ed salaries for the missionaries, education 
for their children, and resources for I heir 
work. One year the l ouie Moon Christmas 
Offering included :m all ocation for ducks 
for Bangladesh. I was seeing first hand 
what money can buy. 

ficultic s so as to go to India at that time. 
I had to provide by begging funds for my 
outfit , passage, etc., and all this in !he space 
of nine days." 

When Southern Uaptists separated from 
Baptists in the North, the unifying factor 
was volunCJ.ry cooperation for the a use of 
the gospel in Jesus Christ. The primary 
organizing action was the publication of a 
statement on boards of missions, the 
Foreign Mi ssion Board and the Board of 
Domestic Missions, which later became the 
!-lome Mission Board. 

More th:tn 40 ye:us later, the women 
organized for the support of missions, and 
wha:u we know toda}' as the Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering for Foreign Missions 
and the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering 
for liome Missions were begun, in 1888 
and 1894. Frontier missionaries in the 
United States were supporued by " mis­
sion:try b:trrels,'' clothing and other essen­
tials for the frontier evangelists who 
est:tblishcd churches 100 weak to be 
self-supporting. 

The the twentieth century dawned. 
Through efforts of the !-lome Mission 
Board. the Southern B:aptist Convenli on 
voted to "devote it self for the next two 
years to the special effort of eliciting and 
combining the energies of the whole 
denomination in the sacred effort for the 
propagation of the gospel." A Committee 
on Cooper:uion was for med to devise and 
dire<:t the emphasis, The committee asked 
the WMU and the SBC to usc its influence 

Still there was no comprehensive, 
satisfactory plan for mission support. The 
$75 Milli on Campaign was a beginning, 
from 1919 to 1924, and while the financial 
goal was not reached, the campaign 
resulted in greater unity among Southern 
Baptists. Their vision had been enJarged ro 
see what could be done. 

Then the Cooperative Program was 
born. Since 1925, this comprehensive plan 
has gi"en indi\'iduals, churches, and sute 
com•cntions the opportunity to pool their 
resources into one gigantic pocketbook for 
the support of missions. 

Because Southern Baptists share finan­
cial!}' through the Cooperative Program, 
there arc ducks in Bangladesh. Corn on the: 
previously unproductive slopes of Min­
dinao. Thoracic surgery in a " 'ell -equipped 
hospital in Bangalore. Soup for the bag 
ladies in Uptown Chicago. Bibles for Indian 
children in New Mexico. Things. People. 
Tools pl:tccd in the hands of God's servants 
to be used for the one overwhelming task 
of his children. the evangeli zati on of every 
person in all the world. 

" My pan is the most important thing I 
C\'Cr did. We would never have grown as 
we ha\'e wit hout it. God led us to stan it. 
Tell Baptists to keep it going." · These were 
the words of Mrs. W.C. j ames in 1933. 
when she was 90 years old. She was pan 
of the committee that started the 
Coopcrath·c Program. She believed in mis­
sion support.-Carolyn Weatherford, 
former executive director, Woman's 
Missionary Union, SBC 

Those litt le ducks became a symbol for 
me. They call ed to mind the missionaq• 
hens of days gone by, when a woman who 
had little else 10 give designated a mis­
sionary hen, whose eggs were sold 10 mis­
sions. Then I thought of Jesus' expression r;:===========================]1 
of love for the people of j erusalem, when 
he longed to gather them under his wings 
as a mother hen. Mi ssion suppon is :t way 
of succoring I he people of the world who 
need to know God's love. 

Southern Bapt iSIS lhrough the 
Cooperative Program ha,·e made much pro­
gress in !heir supporl of missionaries. 
Alt hough Luther Rice was not a Baptist 
when he became a missionary, he later 
became the "founding father" of org:miz­
ed Baptists for the suppon of missions. He 
wrote of his experience in being appointed: 
"The prudemi:tl commiuee was not 
authori zed to appoint a special missionary 
and it was due entirely to an imenseness 
of feeling which could neither be restrJin­
cd nor resisted that I was a bit' to force mr 
way through the almost insupcr:tblc dif-

Ocfobc=r 19, 1989 

ASC Sound Tip #6: 

As a word of encouragement to those of you, especially 
musicians, who are in fund-raising drives for that "special" 
sound system, clip out these words from Christian recording 
artist Phil Driscoll: 

"The shift in music tl!llt' s hnpper1ing today is to begin to communicate jesus 
without compromise ... Whenever you represent Jesus, you shoutd do every­
thing in your power to mnke sure it' s as fi rst class as it can be. Because when 
people look at you, a"d you tell !hem that you represent God, if what you' re 
doing is not fir st class, then they might think God isn't. And 1jthere is 
�a�n�y�t�h�i�r�~ �g� thnl's fir st class �i�r�~� this universe, it 's jesus Christ." 

�A�~�~�a�~�'�"�~�~�~� �R�~�d�~�~�?�r �,�?� �u�~�~�~�P�,�?�[�~�~�!�o�n� 
(501) 753-5674 

Call us for a fr ee professioMl at1alysis of your sound system 
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puish, community· tYJX paster.uc and 
function . . . and be as o:cited as I am hen: 
bee2usc it would seem rather 12.me," he 
said. " There's one th ing you have to say 
about mili taiy service, it's never dull ." 

Part of Calaway 's challenge is minister­
ing in one place to a broad spectrum of 
people alongside chapla ins of o ther 
denomin<~tions . Military chaplains call it 
pluralism , and in the Navy the motto is 
' 'cooperation without compromise.' ' 

Said Calaway: " I consider myself a 
Southern Baptist at heart and contend to 
be that. rm happy to be that. But I'm also 
inclusive of all faiths. 

"I have my personal convictions, and I 
preach them without hindrance. There is 
no difference in m)' preaching and any 
Southern Baptist preacher you might en­
counter any Sunday." 

The onJy difference might be his uniform 
and wit. His book, Forty-Four Fun Fables, 
is evidence of a sense of humor that has 
given Calaway the edge for ministry in one 
of life's tough corners. 

" If it 's not fun , why do it ?" he asked. 

Different Stripes "That goes for your job and life itself. It 
ought to be worth)' and noble, but your life 
should also be entertaining and fun .' · 

by Jim Burton 
SBC Brotb~rbood Commluloa 

NEW YORK (BP}-Bernie L. Calaway 
can relate to a zebra named Herman who 
was a " trifle bit on the weird side." 

Although at first glance he had the ap­
pearance of being a full -fledged , card­
curying zebra, he had a tragic flaw. In the 
life of this fabled character: Instead of be­
ing black with white stripes, Herman was 
white with black stripes. Herman was 
different . · 

Calaway created the fable about Herman 
and has a few stripes of his own. He is a 
U.S. Navy captain serving as command 
chaplain on Governor's Island, a Coast 
Guard installation which sits in New York 
Harbor in view of the Statue of Liberty and 
the Manhattan skyline. 

Although raised , educated and ordained 
a Southern Baptist, more than 22 years as 
a Navy chaplain makes him feel a little like 
a white zebra with black stripes. 

"There are military chaplains on active 
duty and in the reserves at home and 
abroad," said Calaway. " Unfortunately, I 
firmly believe it is not that well known in 
our convention. 

"We feel sometimes like the forgotten 
minority because it is so atypical of what 
a Southern Baptist pastor or missionary 
does.' ' 

What Calaway 2nd 1,032 other Southern 
Baptist military chaplains do every day 
around the world is minister to thous2nds 
of mllit.ary personnc:l with a witness that 
often permeates the community or region 
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the military serves, observers have said. IBIP" .. .,.. ... - .. ,...--.. ~-• 
Chaplains arc endorsed by the Southern 

Baptist Home Mission Board. They must be 
ordained, graduated from an acc redited 
seminary and have several years of pastoral 
o:perience. Although they arc tied to their 
denominat ions, military chaplains arc 
employees of their branch of service. • A testimony of penonal lrlumph 

Because Navy chaplains serve the Marine over deprualon 
Corps, Coast Guard and Merchant Marine A practical book for women on 
Academy, Calaway has worked in several 
capacities. overcoming through Spiritual Warfare 

"I consider myself lucky because I've Available at (ArkJ Baptlat Booketore 
had service in the Navy, submarine Navy, Or order, Mt.rle Putman 
air Navy, Muine Corps, and Coast Guard ,'' 4811 Rooky Ridge Tr. 
he said. " They arc all challenging and uni- Rogere, AR 72758 
que." Cool 18.95 

Calaway has seen no foxhole conver- !~~~~~~~~~~===~~~~~! sions. Yet chaplaincy has provided plemy 
of drama fo r the laid-back Texan with a 
keen sense of humor. 

Domestic disputes, personal injuries, 
child abuse and distraught people suffer­
ing from loneliness have been cause for 
many middle-of-the-night responses. 

" Some of them dangerous; all of them 
interesting," said Calaway. 

Navy personnel take on extended tours 
of duty that separate families. The stress 
often pushes family members and military 
personnel beyond their limit . " There 
comes a point when some folks c2n't cope. 
lf they have no spiritual resources, h is 
almost impossible to cope." 

Consequently, Calaway sees the dark side 
of llfe without setting foot on a battlefield. 

Interested in a 
Ministry of Love? 

Arkansas Baptist Home is looking 
for dedicated Christian singles, or 
couples (with two or less children) 
to live and work with children in 
a home-like setting. Salary, fringe 
benfits, and training are provided. 
Call or write Royce Aston, P.O. 
Box 180, Monticello, AR 71655; 
phone 501·367·5358. 

" I don't think I could go back imo a local L-------------.....1 
ARKANSAS BAPTIST NEWSMAGAZINE 



LOCAL & STATE 

'Share Hope' 
1989 Sunday School Conference 

"Share Hope" w-as the theme o f the 1989 
Ark2nsas Baptist Sunday School Con· 
ferc: nce when it convened Sep1. 29-30 :;~t 
Geyer Springs Firs t Bapt ist Church in lit · 
tie Rock. 

The theme tied in with the planned 1990 
" Here's Hope" simultaneous revivals and 
introduced a three-phase Sunday School 
campaign designed w reinfo rce that effo rt . 

According to Freddie Pike, director o f the 
Sunday School Department fo r the Arkan­
sas Baptist State Convent ion, the first 
phase, "Share Hope: Start A Class,'' was 
launched Oct . I , when many Baptist con­
gregations obsen ·ed "Stan -A-Class Sunday." 
The first phase encourages churches to 
reach more people by starting new Bible 
teaching unit s in their Su nday Schools. A 
statewide goal of 400 new units has been 
set , Pike said. 

The seco nd phase o f the emphasis, 
"Share Hope: Bring Them In," combines 
two campaigns to increase attendance. The 

first , "Share Hope: Fill M)• House," is a six­
week Sunday School attendance campaign 
conducted immediately in the weeks im­
mediately p rior to the simul taneous 
revivals. The Second, " Bring Them In ," is 
a revival attendance campaign conducted 
through the Sunday School organi 7..at ion. 

The campaign's third phase, "Share 
Hope: Reach Ten ," will focus o n the fin al 
four months o f the 1990 church ye2 r. 

Attendance at the 1990 Sunday School 
Conferen ce suffered this year because of 
its proximity to the Billy Graham Crusade, 
which drew heavily from Arkansas Baptist 
peop le and energies in the week im­
mediate!)' prio r to the Sunday School 
meeting , said Pike. 

Yet, in spite of the fact that many chur­
ches invested themselves in the c rusade 
rather than attendance at the Sunday 
School Conference. the program drew 750 
participam s this year. 

The p rogram featured conferences fo r 

Sunday School gcncr.tl officers 2-nd age 
group leaders , as well as specialized 
workshops for workers with the mentally 
handicapped and workers in churches wit h 
fewer than ISO enrolled. 

This year a workshop on language work 
in Korean was offered for the first time:, 
Pike sa id . 

The primary speaker for the meeting was 
i\tike f-luckabcc, pastor of Beech Street 
Church in Te.urkana, \Vho talked about 
e\·angelistic Sundl)' School as a " people 
business.'' 

RAPHA to Host Luncheon at ABC Pastors Conference 

Dr. Jnck G raham, Pastor 
Prcstonwood Baptist Church 
Dallas, Tc.:ms 

~STORS. STAFF AND POUSE~ 
AR E CORD IALLY 1:."\Y ITEO TO 1-\ 

COi\ l PLDt E.NTAf.: ) ' L UNCH EO:--; 

DURING THE PASTOR S CO~FE I~ E~l ·E 

MONDAY . .:"J'OVE)l BEf.: 1 3 . 1 989 

12:00 Noo:--; - 1 :1 5 P.) l. 

LITTLE l~OCK 1-IILTO:'\ l :--;~ 

GHAND BALLHQO)l 

H EAR DR .• TA C H: GR .-\II A:'>I. 

G U E S T SPE.·\ IO::ER. A=-'D 

DR. R 0111-: t.:T )_l <:GF.E SPEAIO:: 0:-;' 

"LIG II T Yom~ \\'o t;:I.n" 

llr. ltnhcrt )1 cGcc 
Founder & l'rcside11t 
lUI'\ I.\ 

All who attend will receive a FREE copy oi Dr. Ad ri~m Rogers' mcssagc ... Dl'IH'c.-:.-:iou ill th.-.· ,\l illi~try. 

RSVP by November 10 - (817) 267-3531 
Luucheon complimcmcs qf' Ui\PIIA 
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