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Capt. Bernie L. Calaway loads donated toys into a van.

Different Stripes

by Jim Burton
SBC Brotherhood Commission

NEW YORK (BP)—Bernie L. Calaway
can relate to a zebra named Herman who
was a “‘trifle bit on the weird side.”

Although at first glance he had the ap-
pearance of being a full-fledged, card-
carrying zebra, he had a tragic flaw. In the
life of this fabled character: Instead of be-
ing black with white stripes, Herman was
white with black stripes. Herman was
different.

Calaway created the fable about Herman
and has a few stripes of his own. He is a
US. Navy captain serving as command
chaplain on Governor's Island, a Coast
Guard installation which sits in New York
Harbor in view of the Statue of Liberty and
the Manhattan skyline.

Although raised, educated and ordained
a Southern Baptist, more than 22 years as
a Navy chaplain makes him feel a little like
a white zebra with black stripes.

*'There are military chaplains on active
duty and in the reserves at home and
abroad,” said Calaway. ‘‘Unfortunately, I
firmly believe it is not that well known in
our convention.

“We feel sometimes like the forgotten
minority because it is so atypical of what
a Southern Baptist pastor or missionary
does.””

‘What Calaway and 1,032 other Southern
Baptist military chaplains do every dzy

the military serves, observers have said.

Chaplains are endorsed by the Southern
Baptist Home Mission Board. They must be
ordained, graduated from an accredited
seminary and have several years of pastoral
experience. Although they are tied to their
denominations, military chaplains are
employees of their branch of service.

Because Navy chaplains serve the Marine
Corps, Coast Guard and Merchant Marine
Academy, Calaway has worked in several
capacities.

*'I consider myself lucky because I've
had service in the Navy, submarine Navy,
air Navy, Marine Corps, and Coast Guard,”
he said. *'They are all challenging and uni-

Calawzy has seen no foxhole conver-
sions. Yet chaplaincy has provided plenty
of drama for the laid-back Texan with a
keen sense of humor.

Domestic disputes, personal injuries,
child abuse and distraught people suffer-
ing from loneliness have been cause for
many middle-of-the-night responses.

‘“‘Some of them dangerous; all of them
interesting,”" said Calaway.

Navy personnel take on extended tours
of duty that separate families. The stress
often pushes family members and military
personnel beyond their limit. “‘There
comes a point when some folks can't cope.
If they have no spiritual resources, it is
almost impossible to cope.”

C

around the world is to the
of military personnel with a witness that
often permeates the community or region
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ly, Calaway sees the dark side
of life without setting foot on a battlefield.
“I don’t think I could go back into a local

parish, community-type pastorate and
furiction. . . and be as excited as I am here
because it would seem rather tame,”" he
said. “‘There's one thing you have to say
about military service, it's never dull.”

Part of Calaway's challenge is minister-
ing in one place to a broad spectrum of
people alongside chaplains of other
denominations. Military chaplains call it
pluralism, and in the Navy the motto is
‘“‘cooperation without compromise.'*

Said Calaway: "I consider myself a
Southern Baptist at heart and contend to
be that. I'm happy to be that. But I'm also
inclusive of all faiths.

‘I have my personal convictions, and 1
preach them without hindrance. There is
no difference in my preaching and any
Southern Baptist preacher you might en-
counter any Sunday.”

The only difference might be his uniform
and wit. His book, Forty-Four Fun Fables,
is evidence of a sense of humor that has
given Calaway the edge for ministry in one
of life’s tough corners.

“If it's not fun, why do it?" he asked.

*‘That goes for your job and life itself. It
ought to be worthy and noble, but your life

should also be entertaining and fun.”

"WOMEW: AT WAR'
AUTHOR-MARIE PUTMAN
(Member, Immanuel Baptist, Rogers)

*A testimony of personal trlumph
over depression

*A practical book for women on
g through 8pirl Warlare

Avallable at (Ark.) Baptist Bookstore
Or order, Marle Putman
4819 Rocky Rldga Tr.
Rogers, AR 72756
$8.95

Interested in a
Ministry of Love?

Arkansas Baptist Home is looking
for dedicated Christian singles, or
couples (with two or less children)
to live and work with children in
a home-like setting. Salary, fringe
benfits, and training are provided.
Call or write Royce Aston, P.O.
Box 180, Monticello, AR 71655;
phone 501-367-5358.
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‘Share Hope’

1989 Sunday School Conference

*‘Share Hope'* was the theme of the 1989
Arkansas Baptist Sunday School Con-
ference when it convened Sept. 29-30 at
Geyer Springs First Baptist Church in Lit-
tle Rock.

The theme tied in with the planned 1990
‘*Here's Hope'' simultaneous revivals and
introduced a three-phase Sunday School
campaign designed to reinforce that effort.

According to Freddie Pike, director of the
Sunday School Department for the Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention, the first
phase, "‘Share Hope: Start A Class,’ was
launched Oct. 1, when many Baptist con-
gregations observed *Start-A-Class Sunday.”
The first phase encourages churches to
reach more people by starting new Bible
teaching units in their Sunday Schools. A
statewide goal of 400 new units has been
set, Pike said.

The second phase of the emphasis,
**‘Share Hope: Bring Them In," combines
two campaigns to increase attendance. The

first, *'Share Hope: Fill My Hous
week Sunday School attendan
conducted immediately in the weeks im-
mediately prior to the simultancous
revivals. The second, "'Bring Them In,"" is
a revival attendance campaign conducted
through the Sunday School organization.

The campaign's third phase, ‘‘Share
Hope: Reach Ten,” will focus on the final
four months of the 1990 church year.

Attendance at the 1990 Sunday School
Conference suffered this year because of
its proximity to the Billy Graham Crusade,
which drew heavily from Arkansas Baptist
people and energies in the week im-
mediately prior to the Sunday School
meeting, said Pike.

Yet, in spite of the fact that many chur-
ches invested themselves in the crusade
rather than attendance at the Sunday
School Conference, the program drew 750
participants this year.

The program featured conferences for

Sunday School general officers and age
group leaders, as well as specialized
workshops for workers with the mentally
handicapped and workers in churches with
fewer than 150 enrolled.

This year a workshop on language work
in Korean was offered for the first time,
Pike said.

The primary speaker for the meeting was
Mike Huckabee, pastor of Beech Street
Church in Texarkana, who talked about
evangelistic Sunday School as a “‘people
business.”

—

Dr. Jack Graham, Pastor
Prestonwood Baptist Church
Dallas, Texas

All who attend will receive a FREE copy of Dr. Adrian Rogers’ message..

RSVP by November 10 — (817 ) 267-3531

RAPHA to Host Luncheon at ABC Pastors Conference

g ASTORS, STAFF AND SPOUSES

ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO A

COMPLIMENTARY LLUNCHEON

DURING THE PASTORS CONFERENCE

MoNDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 1989
12:00 NoOoN — 1:15 P
LiTTLE RocK HILTON INN

GRAND BALLROOM

b ¥

HEAR DR. JACK GRAHAM,
ST SPEAKER., AND
DR. ROBERT MCGEE SPEAK ON
“LIGHT YOUR WORLD"

Gu

Luncheon comnlimums of RAPHA

.Depression in the Ministry.

Dr. Robert MeGee
Founder & President
RAPHA

October 19, 1989

Page 9




