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Pen,onally speaking 

'Is this for the · best?' 
Soon after the dam had been completed across . 

the Arkansas River at Dardanelle, Deacon Ezra 
Petray of London and I stood looking out upon 

, the waters of newly formed_ -Lake Dardanelle. 

It was a beautiful day and a gentle breeze 
rippled the clear, blue waters that now stretched 
for miles, to the very foot of even bluer Mt. Nebo. 

•·•no you think this is really for • the best?" 
asked Ez. 

"Huh?" I replied, wondering if I had really 
heard what I had heard. 

"Do you think all of this river development 
is for the best?" he repeated. 

I burst out laughing. With that $82 million 
dam finally completed and .water all over every
thing, it was a fine time to be asking such a 
question: 

"Sure, sure!" I replied. "Think of what this 
development will mean for recreation. Think of 
the' great attraction ·for tourists. And what a boon 
this will be for our economy!" 

Ezra did not reply. But his countenance con
tinued cloudy. I thought he might t,e grieving 
for the ,fertile acres of the London bottoms which 
he and-I had helped- to cultivate in years past. 
For now the water was 40 feet deep where we 
had grown l;>umper crops of cotton, com, alfalfa, 
etc. And the most of the tillable land -that re
mained in our old home community was fast_ 
being divided up for building lots. Fewer and 
fewer people still had room for a garden. 

"Is all of this for the best?" is a question 
that can be asked about anything at all, any 
time at all. In this -time of great material pros
perity-even when we are having inflation ~d 
deflation all at the same time- it is a timely 
question to ask with spiritual overtones. 

""Is this event--this thing-this experience 
for the best, spiritually? Will it make for greater 
Christians?" 

Really, this is another way of asking, "Can 
we stand prosperity? Adversity? Heartbreak?" 

It all depends on what our assets are-our 
spiritual assets. Fortunate, indeed, are those who 
have as their Banker that One who "is able to 
do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask 
or think...." (Eph. 3:20). 

IN THIS· ISSUE 
A CRUSADE in Pine Bluff records 270 con

versions. Story and pictu:r:es ·on the James Rob
ison Crusade are found on page 5. 

'FIRST GREAT democrat' Thomas Je.fferson 
is portrayed in the cover this week. 'I-he <::over 
story, found on page 9, ·tells about the philosophy 
that made Jefferson well-known. 

SBC PRESIDENT Carl Bates has askec;I. J>resi
dent Nixon , to call for spiritual awakening m 
America. See page 14. 

A CHURCH in South Carolina has voted·. to 
receive non-immersed· transfers. The fac~ are 

· found on page 15. . ., . 
THE LATEST Viewpoll has been ·released. 

The results on the question of sc:hools.' giving 
"the pill" are found"on page 16. · 

THE EDITORIAL SECRETARY of the Sun
day ~ School board has called for a careful look 
at materials by all editorial workers in an effort 
to avoid alienating displeased Baptists. See page 
24. 
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----.....------.-------------,Editorials 
July 4~independence for ·what? 

.We call July 4 "Independence Day." . We 
might ask, Independence from wha,t;_ to what?-
1£ we are still thiQ.king mostly about -the Red 

' Coats, they have not constituted a ·threat for us 
. for a long time. Th,e real breach of our domestic 

tranquility is from -within. The widespread divi.., 
sion and strife among us .points tip the need 
for making this red-letter day's celebration more 
relevant to our ti~e: 

Historically, l11dependence Day has been .tied 
in with our existence as a nation, and with ·our 
basic patriotism. If ~e ate -going to continue "to 
observe it as~ national .holiday, maybe we should 
try to make it more a vehide for our enrich
ment as a nation and a people. Surely July 4 
deserves to · be more .th3:n just another..day for 
relaxatiori 'and entertaii:tment. · · 

..· ·.. . . 
"Independence''. in the best sense of the word 

:does not mean freedom from all restraint, with 
evtry Tom, Dick, 'and Harry going his own way. 
and ''.doing .his own- tliing." In its real signifi
cance 'for us as a nation, independence has meant, 
historically and traditionallf, being out. from un
der the dominance of .outside, enemy forces. It 
has meant and continues. to mean the righ~ of 
us as a nation to govern ourselves and to pro
vide for the "common .defense" and "general 
welfare" ·of us · all.- Whenever individuals. or 
groups insist· on special rights and privileges for 
themselves at _the expe:r:rse . ·of others, they cease 
to be true patriots. 

Whatever else patriotism is; it is, or involves, 
love of -country. Patriotism, then, cannot be de
termined by whether one is a "dove" , or a 
''hawk," by the political party to which cine 
belongs,. by one's religious affiliation oi: lack of 
such. Nor can it be detemiiried by· whether one 
wears a hard hat, a soft hat, or no hat -at all. 
Neither is one's patriotism guaranteed by waving 
flags and loudly proclaiming one's own loyalty 
and love for one's country and branding others 
as "false,"· "dupes," or "anti-patriots." 

What 4Qes it mean, really, to love one's . 
country? 

In one of the world'-s greatest treatises on 
love, -the- Apostle Paul (I Cor. 13) emphasizes 
that one may be the most gifted of speakers. 
the most knowledgable of persons, and have the 

· greatest faith and yet not have _love. · 

One may make ·the greatest of personal sac
rifices~ -Paul -states, giving all of his possessions 
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for such a worthy cause as feeding the poor
yes, and even giving his body to be burned
and still not have love. 

As patriots this July 4, 1970, we need the 
saine qualities of love for our country that Paul 
sets out for love in general. These qualities, as 
listed in The New English Bible, are: patience; 
kindness; lack of . envy; lack of boastfulness, 
conceitedness, and rudeness; freedom from self
ishness; slowness to take ,-offense. Love, • says 
Paul, "keeps no scores of wrong," nor does it 
"gloa_t over other men's sins." Rather, it ''-de
lights in_ the· truth." And love endures-it "will 

- never come to an end." 

Pot-shots 

If patnousm is "the last refuge of a scoun
drel," it is not merely becat,1se evil deeds may be 
performed in the name of patrioti_sm, . . . but 
because patriotic fervor can obliterate moral 
distinctions altogether.-Ralph Barton Perry 

He was the bravest citizen· of Rome that did 
most love and best serve -his country; and he 
the saint among the Jrws who most loved Zion. 
-Ba.xter · 

Our country's welfare is our first concern, 
and who promotes that · best, best proves his 
duty.-Havard 

After what I owe to · God, nothing should ~ 
more dear or more sacred than the love and re
spect I owe to my country.-DeThou 

When was public virtue to be found where_ 
private was not? Can he love the whole who 
loves no part? He be a nation's friend, . who is,· 
in -truth, the friend of no man there?-Cowper 

Big deal! 

A significant need of the c1uzenry: training 
so as to be able rationally to discuss emotional
ly-loaded political, -~ocial, and religious prob
lems.-Education Commission 
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( must say it! 

A p~stor and his de~otional life 
Dry springs must be replenished, dead 

batteries must be charged, and tired 
testimonies must be made radiant. The 

pastor is the flowing 
spring from which 
comes he a Ii n g, 
health and blessing. 
He must ever be full 
and overflowing . if 
others may drink of 
the spiritual strength 
of his life. This is as 
it should be for he 
is the spiritual lead
er of his people. The 
pas.tor must have 

DR. ASHCRAFT books, many boo~. 
from which to continually draw rich in
formation. His intake of .knowledge must 
always exceed · the outflow. Books cost 
money and there must be time to read, 

study, meditate and pray. Most church 
people concur here because they know 
their need of fresh sermons and the 
overflow of relevant facts from a well
informed., warmhearted pastor. 

Beyond this . a pastor rieeds hours and 
hours with his Bible. God spealts here 
in a most unique way and no one other 
than a pastor knows how hard it is to 
find enough time to have with his Bible. 
This time must be relaxed time and must 
be of· a purely devotional and worship 
nature. He must not just be looking for 
a sermon for others but a message from 
God for himself. Wheri this is achieved, 
of course, he has a message for his peO'
ple. 

More of us fail at this 'point than at 
any other· because our ;people cannot get 
a drink from a dry spring nor can they 

.. 

be filled from emptiness. Perhaps a 
designated time · each day would be de
· sirable. At this time the pastor could 
closet himself away from the world so 
God could give him a message for the 
world. · ,

Many church people would readily 
wait for the pastor to return their call 
if they were aware he was in the Holy
of Holies, awaiting the anointing of 
God, and would emerge fresh and radi
ant to do his spiritual ministries. Every 
man of God needs to be alone with God 
at some time each day. With an open 
Bible, an open heart, and an under
standing, flock things are bound to · run 
better all day long. Only when we are 
really close to God can our liv~s and 
service truly be radiant. 

I must say it! -Cbarles H. Ashcraft, 
Executive Secretary. 

Jhe peOP Ie SP ea k------------m-o-ral_se_n-se-,-th-an_an_y -oth-e-r,-b-ut_th_e 

C.t B ,· t \ ts' matter is one of adequacy and approp-1 es ap IS roo riateness. The music in Southern Baptist 
churches across the nation varies from 

of .college, seminary teachers -i~~;~~~:~0 ~:~-g:~:k~:r:t:;ns:; 
•In recent years many comments in 

annual sessions of the Southern Baptist
Convention have thrown suspicion on 
teachers-as if they are not really South-
em Baptists. Some critics of teachers 
have made the points on the convention 

.-floor that they used to· belong to some 
other religious group but are now South-
em Baptists and that they want to up-
hold our historic position. 

Most teachers in Southern Baptist 
seminaries-and colleges-are products
of Southern Baptist churches, colleges,
and seminaries. Few come from outside 
the convention. 

It is somewhat disheartening to 
teachers to hear themselves criticized en 
masse in such way as to raise questions 
about their faith in Christ, their ortho
doxy, they commitment to ev?ngelism,
their loyalty to Southern Baptist work, 
and their contact with churches and 
"grass-roots" Baptists- as if they· live in 
ivory towers out of touch with Southern 
Baptists' mainstream. 

My experience will illustrate how close 
to Southern Baptist life most seminary 
professors are. 

Born in a sharecropper's home, I at
tended a quarter-time rural church, 
came under evangelistic preaching in 
brush arbor revivals, and moved to a 
small town where I was instructed, con
verted, baptized, called to the ministry, 
and ordained in the local church. 

As a youth I regularly scored 100% on 
the Sunday School's six-point record and 
on BYPU's (now TU's) eight-point rec
ord. I began tithj.ng as a teenager and 
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h t
became a Sunday School teac er a age
19· 

After almost four years in the l\farine 
Corps, I attended. a Baptist uniyersity, 
took an active part in the Baptist_ Stu
dent Union, and spoke in youth revivals. 
I then attended a Southern Baptist .:'em
inary and learned, I trust, from emment 
teachers, some of whose careers went 
back beyond World War I. 

As a teacher in two Southern' Baptist 
seminaries, I have signed · two historic 
Baptist statements of faith-a statement 
prepared. .for and signed by every profes
sor who has served on the faculty of 
Southern Baptist Theological Semina_ry
since 1859,· and the Southern Baptist 
statement of 1925. 

As student and interim pastor, I have 
served in rural churches, small town 
churches, college . churches, suburban 
cnurcnes, urban churches, blue collar 
churches, white collar churches, and, 
more recently, multi-colored collar 
churches-representing Southern Bap
tists' wide diversity. 

Most seminary professors have a sim
ilar background...:...but, of course, not an 
identical one. They are products of 
Southern Baptist life.-Hugh Wamble, 
Professor of Church History, Midwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, Kansas 
City, Mo. 

'Music and worship' 
I have read both the letters from Mr. 

Watts which were printed in recent is
sues of the Arkansas Baptist. . . . 

One type of- music is no better, in a 

Baptist Hymnal and other fine hyrpnals
to the anthems of the choir, by Bach 
and by 20th century composers. 

The music of one church may not be 
appropriate for another church. What 
is most appealing and conveys· the gospel 
and is conducive to worship for_ the city 
church might not mean_ much or be 
appreciated by the country church used 
to country music with a guitar. This 
doesn't mean either t~ of music is 
wrong. · 

By the same token, I don't see why 
the young people of today should have 
to sing the same songs their parents, . 
or the people in Bach's or Luther's day, 
did before they can be said to worship
God. . 

We cannot let our musical tastes be
come moral judgments. We must allow 
that even in early Baptist churches, 
no.tably the Calvinist churches of Eng
land such as Spurgeon's London Temple, 
it was believed wrong to use any in- · 

· strument in worship. _Our personal 
tastes are not to be judgments as to 
what is right ·or wrong in worship to 
God. 

The melody that is menti_oned in the 
New Testament scriptures is that which 
is made in the heart, not on a part
icular instrument. I am able to worship ~ 
in almost any musical atmosphere if 
the Spirit of God is real to me and 
those around me.... 

I am • an ordianed Baptist minister 
and I conduct a radio broadcast on 

(See let~ers on -page 11) 
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Arkansas all a,er
New staff member 
at Beech Street 

Jack Nabors has been called by Beech 
Street Church, Texarkana, to serve as 
minister of music and youth. 

Mr. Nabors is a native of Ada, Okla. 
He attended East Central State C~Uege, 
Ada, Okla., and Southwestern Semmary, 
Ft. Worth, Tex. He has been on the _staff 
of ·ctiurches in Texas, Colorado, and 
-Florida and comes to Beech Street from 
Mayfair Church; Oklahoma ·City. 

Mr. and Mrs': Nabors have two chil
dren: -Debbie, ·who will be a .freshman 
in college in September, a:nd· DaJ?DY, who 

•·is with the U. S. Navy -m Spam: 

Beebe calls Nettles 

Larry Nettles, so'Ii of Mr. and Mrs. 
Denver Nettles of Beebe, has been called 
as music-youth director for First Church, 

Beebe. Mr. Nettles 
has led church music 
for the past seven 
years. He is a grad
uate of Searcy High 
School and will be a 
senior at Arkansas 
Tech, Russellville, 
this fall. He has 
been grante<l a sen
ior fellowship in mu
sic. He majors in 
music education. Mr. 

~R. NETrLES Nettles will direct 
the Church choir, the youth ·choir and 
other . youth activities as well. as lead in 
organization of additional graded choirs. 

W. 'w. Dishongh is' pastor of the Beebe 
church. 

J 
Rev. and Mrs. Sidney G. Carswel!, 

Southern Baptist missionaries . to Brazil 
are home on furlough (address: 301 N. 
Fourth St. Heber Springs, Ark. 72543). 
A Georgia~, Mr. Carswell was born in 
·Augusta and also liyed in Blythe and 
Albany while growinng up. The former 
Ruth Holland of Arkansas, Mrs. Cars
well was born in Fox and reared in 
Heber Springs. They were ~ppointed by 
the Foreign Mission Board m 1963. 

Rev; and Mrs. Donald L. Orr, Southern 
Baptist missionaries to Columbia, are 
back in the states on furlough. Their 
address · is '647 Fifth St., Hof Spripgs, 
Ark. 71901 until the end of August, when 
they expect to move to Ft ~orth_; Tex. 
Orr is a native of Hot Sprmgs. Mrs. 
Orr, the former Violet Rogers, was 
born in Helena, Okla. Daughtei:: _of a 
Baptist minister, she also lived in Hunter 
Okla., . and Midland and Odessa, Tex., 
while growing up. The Oi:rs were ap
pointed by th.e ·Foreign Mission Board 
in 1951. I ' 
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. IN HESTAND STADIUMi Evangelist Robison, Crusade Chairman 

Bonham, Bettye M.cKeller, and ] ames Dean Walker. 

Conversions total 270 
in Robison Crusade week 

The combined attendance for the 
James · Robison Crusade at Hestand 
Stadium, Pine Bluff,' June 12-19, was 
over 25,000, Tar Bonl\an1, pastor of South 
Side Church, and ~rµsade chairman, 
reports. 

Robison, evang~list from Hurst, Tex., 
was the 'preacher _f9r the crusade, whi~h 
was· sponsored. by Southern Baptist 
churches in the Pine Bluff area. 

Johri McKay, the.James Robison Evan
gelistic Association music director, di
rected the music. 

A total of 270 persons made "first-time 
commitments to Christ" and 170 others 
"rededicated their lives to Christ," Dr. 
Bonham reports. · 

"This is the greatest religious crusade 
of its kind to take place in Pine Bluff 
in many years," Bonham said. He said 
that att~ndance far exceeded any held 
in the city in the last decade. 

L. H..Coleman,. co-chairman of the 
crusade and pastor of Immanuel Church, 
said, 'Tam sold on James Robison and 
his type of evangelism; the crusade was 
a great experience." 

Robison had an unusual appeal to the 
youth of the city. Several of tqe deci
sions made each evening included teen-· 
agers and young adults, Robison said 
that, in his crusades since January, over 
7,000 people "have ~n saved." 

"Young people," .Robison observed, 
"are restless and they are in the process 
of doing something, taking the lead 
boldly in doing either what is· wrong or 
what is right. It depends on how they are 
pointed. I think a spiritual awakening 
will begin among young people and 
lead America back to God." 

One evening · during the crusade, the 
evangelist challenged the almost · -all
white congregation to "share the gospel 
of Jesus Christ with your black friends." 
That evening a Negro man respon~ed 
to the invitation to accept Chnst. 
Throughout the crusade each night there
after several Negr.oes attended and some 
responded to the invitation each eve
ning, Bonham reports. 

The following persons gave their per
sonal testimonies during · the week: Ann 
Landis, Arkansas Junior Miss for 1969; 
Pat ·Hill, All-American basketball play
er from Ouachita U~ersity; James 
Dean W alk€lr... an inmate at Tucker 
Prison. 

Serving as committee chairmen for 
the crusade were: Harold White, Ar
rangements; Mike Norfleet, Attendance; 
D. B. Bledsoe, Counselors; .J. M. Shults, 
Finance; ;Richard Smith, Music; Harold 
Stephens, Parking; John McClanahan, 
Personal Evangelism; L. H. Coleman, 
Publicity; Jay D. Tolleson, Spiritual 
Preparation; Bennie Price, Transporta
tion; Walter Hill, Ushers; Don 11_~1~ 
Youth Activities. Clarence Per.1W1S 
served as treasurer. 
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The use of districts in From the church s-
churche, recognizeBaptist life in Arkansas G.A. achievers 

BY GEORGE T. BLACDION 

(Editor's Note: The .. following paper 
was prepared by Dr. Blackmon at the 
request of the committee qn •re-district
ing.) 

Representation in the Arkansas Bap
tist State Convention bas' never been on 
a geographic basis above the association 
which was allowed five messengers from 
1848 to 1861 when it was allowed one ad
ditional messenger for each $10 annual 
contribution to 'objects of the convention. 
After. the Civil War, the convention had 
no constitution for some years. 

In· 1879 members ·of the Executive 
Board were made Ex-officio "mem
bers" of the convention which right 
was dropped by 1887 when the Board was 
allowed two and the Woman's Central 
Committee three "delegates." Since· 1902, 
representation in the eonvention has 
been by local churches onlf, 

The use of larger gepgraphic units in 
Baptist Life, beginning with county lead
ers in 1850 -to collect missions contribu
tions until 1916 was promotional. In 
1901 the missions department formed 
two "districts" for its work. In 1906, the 
department had eight In 1908 it ,reduced 
them to six, then to four in 1915. In 1913 
six "sections" were formed to raise en
dowment for Ouachita. Nine districts 
were recommended in 1918 for promo
tion of denominational work. 

Workers in otlier phases of Baptist life 
have used for promotion a varying num- · 
her of districts intermittently from 1917 
onward-Sunday School (1917), Training 
Union (1918), Evangelism (1924), Vaca-
tion Bible School (1937), Committee on 
Constitution Re-Study (1944), Music Men 
(1959), Race Relations (1961), Brother-
hood (1962), and Arkansas Baptist News-
magazine (1963). 

The first organic use made of districts 
in Baptist life in Arkansas was in 1916 
when the convention accepted the Wom
an's Missionary Union report which set 
up six districts in its organization. In its 
1938 report, eight districts were set up 
and that number-the usual number in 
. all phases of Baptist life-has remained 
the number of districts in its work. 

In 1960, the History Commission was 
by resolution set . up on the eight-district
basis. In 1968, the Baptist Student Ad
visory Board formed on the eight-district 
basis was listed, but no mention of the 
action authorizing it Tlie same year by 
adoption of an amendment to By-law 5, 
''Nominations for all boards ... must 
be as equitably divided as possible be
tw~n the eight existing districts of our 
state convention." 

In 1969, the following amendment to 
Article VI of the constitution was adopt
ed in reference to. w~mbership on the 
Executive Board of th~ Conv.ention: 

"In addition, the convention shall elect 
one lady from the bounds of each of the 
eight districts in the state to · serve on 
the Executive Board." · 

.. 
No constitutional provision has been 

made · to set µp ·districts; therefore, 
there are no organically established 
eigll& districts in our convention, not-
withstanding .our repeated use of them, 
chiefly for promotional purposes. Shall 
we set up districts, constitutionally, as 
an organic level in Baptist life? If so, 
based upon what criterion or combina-
tion olcriteria? 

Proposed amendmen& &o Consti&ution 
Article XII -

The Convention shall establish such 
geographic districts as it may deem 
wise to facilitate its · promotion, admin
istration, and organization of its ob
jectives, provided, it will never violate 
in any way tbe _boundaries of any as
sociation affiliated with it. The bounda
ries of such districts shall be drawn so 
as to provide equitable geographical and 
numerical voice and representation on 
all ~nvention coIIirilittees, ~mmissions, 
boards except tbe Executivt:, Board, and 
trusteeships. Each tenth year hereafter, 
the whole matter of districts shall be 
readjusted to take in consideration the 
flow of membership in our Baptist 
churches. 

Minister ordained 

Alfred Young Jr. was ordained lo the 
gospel ministry May 31 by Rosie Church. 

Jim Abel, pastor of the church, served 
as moderator of the ordaining council 
and presented the candidate with a new 
Bible. 

Fred Westmoreland, pastor of Rud
dell Hill Church, Batesville, and former 
pastor of Rosie Church, led the inter-
rogation. · 

G. M. Roberts, member · 'of Rosie 
Church and pastor of Mt. Pleasant and 
Sidney churches, preached the ordina- • 
tion sermon. · 

Ralph Wyatt, deacon of First Churcb,' 
Batesville, served as clerk of the coun
cil. 

,Mr. Young is pastor of Dolph Church, 
in Rocky Bayou Association. 

I 
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Girls Auxiliary members have been 
recognired for Forward Steps achi~ve
ment by three Arkansas churches re
cently. 

Portland Church 

Eleven junior G.A.s were recogni:zed 
by Portland Church. All had completed 
the Maiden step. Those honored were 
Sandra Stueart, Julia Boreman, Kathy 
Knight, Martha Ann Pugh, Becky Pugh, 
Pam Grantham, Penny Batterton, Gina 
Grimes, Shauna Streeter, Jackie White, 

. and P~ Knight. 

·First Church, Bearden 
' 
. First Church, Bearden, recognized 15 
Auxiliary members, including the en
tire class of intermediate G.A.s. All of 
the intermediates were crowned queens.
Others participating in the ceremonies 
were Princesses, Cissy. Abbott and De
nise Harper; Lady-in-waiting, Teresa 
Stone; and Maidens, Tina Cochran, 
Cathy Shelby, Cathy Elder, Jamie Hop-
kins, and Debbie Ray. . , 

Queens were Janice Stone, Becky 
Crouse, Shelia Abbott, Karen Roark, 
Karen :4-1exander, Rosemary Crawford, 
and Susie Vaughan. · 

Immanuel, El Dorado 

Those recognired for G.A. work at Im
manuel, El Dorado, were Maidens, 
Elaine Bowen, Kerry Duke, Carla 
Holmes, Surette Oliver, Krista Patter
son, Elizabeth Segars, ~la Sellman; 
Ladies-in-waiting, Becky Cox, Genell 

· Funderburg, Lisa Hunt, Lisa McDonald, 
LaNese Nelson, Nancy Porter, Terri 
Russell, Shelia Stubbs, Tina Stubbs, 
Lisa Ware; Queens, Pam Moudy · and 
Linda Puckett. 

· 
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BY IRIS O'NEAL BOWEN 

The cause that refreshes 
Not so long back but what the Now Generation can remember, one of the most 

often heard commercials on radio or television extolled a certain beveraee as "the 
pause that refreshes." Since that time the sponsors have crashed (without pause, 
too) through several musical entreaties to purchase, pause ana part,ake. 10 toe 
process, the above-ment.ionPfi heveraee ha11 acouired a nick,name sn oonular that. 
the bottlers feel compelled to let the public know about 40 times a day that 
that drink is that drink. Even more important, it is "the real thing! " 

So, for about one page, typewritten, double spaced, making a small play on 
words, I plan to say a little about· the real thing in the Christian's life-the cause 
that refreshes! 

Isn't it true that a Christian has a special stamina and strength that is un
available to those who do not know Christ? After all, the Christian can go to 
God in prayer in all situations. He has the Bible for his strength and shield. He 
grows in depth through a close walk with God. · 

But there are times when he may allow his own interest$ to come between 
him and God, and he may begin to wonder if God is around close, any more, or 
if riots, war ana demonstrations have called him away, possibly to Washington, 
on business. 

This is the time when the Christian needs to pause aµd realize that God wants 
to be neat all of us. By coming back close to him we can have a renewing, or 
refreshing, of our spirits. We will be strengthened in our resolve to do better and 
in the power to follow Christ in victorio~s living. for him. 

Isaiah 40: 31 says, "But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength;
they shall mowit up with wings as eagles; they shall run and not be· weary; and 
they shall walk, and not faint." 

When 9Ur spirits are renewed, then we are able and eager to work for that 
greatest of all causes-the cause of Christ. This is the cause that should fill us 
to the brim with a God-inspired energy. This is our main Christian endeavor. 

This is the real thing! 
811S1re11tlotU1 and ~mments are welcomed. Mn. Bowen maT " addressed at 0111 Rw.eroad, 

North Lltde Reck, Ark. 12llf. 

Princess emblems were Dianne Hender-Parkin church honors . son, Lynn Sitz, and Peggy West. Recog
perfect, att~nder ~ized as Ladies-in-Waiting were Joan 

Sitz, Cristi Spurgin, and Deborah Lind
ley, and as Maidens, Mary Jarie Mc

First Church, Parkin, gave special Corlde, LeAnn WJ)itlock; and Clara Jo
recognition June 7 to Mrs. Larry Mc Hickman.
Dermott, the former · Miss Linda Lan
caster, for having completed 16 years Gets masters degree
perfect attendance µi Sunday School. . . ' The attend.ance pin was presented by Donald B. Harris received the master
Gilmore Wood, Sunday School superin of theology degree in commencement
tendent. Mrs. McDermott is the daugh exercises at New Orleans .Seminary. 
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Dalton Lancaster, Harris, · . pastor of
Parkin. First Church, Pine 

Prarie, La., · is the
Parkin G.A. awards son of Floyd Harris,

Sunday evening, June 7, the Woman's Cotter, · Ark. He is
Missionary Union of First Church, Par a graduate of Byrd
kin, presented awards to the members High Schol, Shreve
of the Girl's Auxilliary who have ad port, La., and holds
vanced in Forward ·Steps. The service the B.A. degree from 
was directed by Mrs. Lyle Kirby and· Baylor University,
Mrs. Roy Nowell, G. A. Counselors. The Waco, Tex. •He and
awards were presented by Mrs. Allen his· wife; the former
Carden, president of the W. M. U. 

MR. HARRIS B_etty Manuel of Eu
Beverly Spurgin was given the in ntce, La., are the 

sipia for Queen-in-Service. Receiving parents of a daughter. · · 
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Pine Bluff 1st 
has youth director 

Rebecca Casteel is serving First 
Church, Pine Bluff, as summer youth
director. · 

' She is a graduate of Henderson State 
College, where she received 'the B.S.E. 
degree in speech and drama. She has 
been a graduate instructor at the Uni-

. versity of Arkansas for the past two 
ye~rs, while she works tow~rd· her maS.
ter s degree. 

Miss Casteel was a me~ber ·of ·the MIL 
Singers for two years. The group pre
sented sermons· through folk and popular 
music and dramaUc interpretation. 

· MISS CASTEEL • MISSLONG 

Pulaski -Heights 
Youth o,·rector 

Miss Bettye Aon Long, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. W. Harvey Long, Mena, has been 
named youth director. at Pulaski Heights 
Church, Little Rock. She is. a 1970 grad
uate of the University of Arkansas in Fay
etteville, and attended Ouachita University 
before transferring to U of A.,Her degree 
is a bachelor '!f arts in socia\ welfare.'· 

Miss Long has been active in Baptist 
Student Union work in Fayetteville, .and 
in the New Creations ~higing : group ,at 
University Church, Fayetteville. ~e. has 
also gained church and youth work ex
perience· in her home church, University
Church, ·Fayetteville; , Springdale Youth 
Center; and as a Home Mission Board 
summer missionary. in Santa ·Fe' Asso
ciation, New Mexico, 1968. 

5 Arkansas : Youth 
serve at assembly 
, RIDGECREST, N.C.-Five Arkansas 
young people are serving on the staff 
at Ridgecrest Assembly here. 

The ·staffers ·from Arkansas: are: Gary 
Rothwell, Fordyce; Marilyn Dean Drago;«,, 
Marion; Rosie.. Tr:iculak, Alma.;, Mary 
Gates, Little Rock; and Mary Garton; 
Augusta. 

These young people serve in various 
capacities and will be working for most 
of the summerat the.assembly. 
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lecrcon llgllts of Baptist lllstory Summer youth director 

Allen Hampton has assumed· his duties 
as director of youth activities for the 

BY BnNES K. SELPH, Te. D. summer at First Church, Camden. 
Pastor, First Oiurch, Benton 

Dr. James Seth Compere 

Mr. Hampton graduated this spring
A brief biography of James Seth Compere will climax the survey of the Com- from Ouachita University. While at 

pere family in Arkansas. Ouachita he served as B.S.U. president. 

James s. was born in Charleston; Ark., in 1873. He attended Mercer University This is his second summer with the 
but graduated from Ouachita College in 1901, and from Southern Seminary; Loui~- church. 
~in~. . 

Mr. Hampton will attend SouthernHe served his Lord and denomination well. He and Mrs. l(?ompere' went , to Seminary this fall. 
Africa under a~po!lltment of the Southern Baptist F.oreign Mission ~o~rd, in 190~ 
and stayed until Ill health forced them home. . · . 

Calls youth worker
After returning to Arkansas, he was head of the Bible department, ' Ouaclrlta 

College, 1912-14; assistant general sec~tary of Arkansas Baptists, 1917-19; , edjtor, 
Baptist Advance, 1919-29. He retired in 1941, due to heart failure. Immanuel Church, Pine Bluff, · has 

called Bill Viser as summer youth worker 
He married Pen Lile, 1896. According to Dr. J: S. Rogers, in 'his History ef Ar- A recent graduate of Ouachita Uni

kansas Baptists, she was the first American woman to have · African Black versity, Mr. Viser plans to enter South-
Water fever and live. western Seminary in the. fall. He served 

, last summer as youth director at his 
Seven children were born to this union. Tw~ daughters married preachers..A home church, McLean, Memphis. 

son, James Seth Jr., became a preacher: He 1s now the pastor of the Baptist 
church at Tichnor. 

Di. Compere held numerous pastorates in the state during student days and 
after serving in denominational offices. He was pastor in Corning when this scribe 
was a student in Ouachita College, 1933-37. 

His daughter, Pen Lile, was a classmate of mine. He was lecturing to a small 
groug on one occasion and I commented afterward to Pen · about his usirig his 
Greelt New Testament, though he made no show of this. She said, "Yes, one of my 
earliest recollections as a little girl was seeing him sitting in his study in the 
early morning reading his Greek New Testament." 
Amy· Compere Ri<:ke1·son, The Westward Way (Home )Iission Board, Atlanta, Georgi~, 1945) p. 119 
4. S. Roirers, History of Arkansas Baptista (Arkan..- Baptist State <Jonvention;, 1948)-i, p. 2,'72 

The Milners also have 17 gr.an,4chil~ren
and five great-grandchil,dren. · · · 

, Mr. and Mrs. Milner were IllPrried June 
23, 1920, at Hickory Plains. Mr: Milner, .. 
78, was born ·in Judsonia in 1892. Mrs. 
Milner, the former Miss Hazef Dean 
Dearing, 68, was borri in Danuba, Calif., 
in 1902. 

Mr. Milner- is employed with MoFgan Jim Anderson and Harry
Builders, and Mrs. Milner with ' Knoll 
Laundry. · 

Pastor scheduled 
Mr.. Milner has been a member of 

Southside Church· -since February, . 1962, for TV show 
Mr. a nd Mrs. Milner when the church was· organized from a Jim Anderson and his ventriloquist

mission. He is a member of the adult dumniy, Harry Kinder, will appear on
choir, and is.act;lve in Brotherhood. He has Golden anniversary the Ted Mack Original Amateur Hour
had almost perfect attendance in Sunday telecast on July 5.set at Stuttgart School and Training Union. 

Anderson is pastor of South Fort Worth 
·Mr. and Mrs. Edward ·c Milner, 1121 Reed to supply Church, Ft. Worth, Tex:, and studenta 

~. College, Stuttgart, will Qbserve at Southwestern Seminary, where he is
Jesse S. Reed, secretary of evangelism, working on the Th.D. degree. · their golden wedding am}.iversary . Sun Arkansas Baptist State ·convention, \\'.ill 

day, June 28, with an open house from supply the pulpit of. .First Church; M.ar He uses ventriloquism as a means of2 to 4 p.m. in Southside Church, Stutt- shall, Sun!iay. Dorsey . L . . Crow, • _pastor communicating the gospel to people ofgart. · of the church, is on vacation . .. - · all age groups. 
Hosts and hostesses will be the couple's Services available 

six daughters, Mrs. Jerrell (Faye) Parker, . Jim Abram has returned to ArkansasMrs. J. T. (Betty) Logan, and Mrs. Jim after serving as pastor of Sunnyside(Maurine) Orlicek, all of Stuttgart; Mrs. Church, Tucson; .Ariz., and is availableJ. T. (Gladys) Corpier, Biscoe, Mrs_. for supply preaching. He may be reached 
Carl J . (Nell) Wilson, and Miss Marlis at Rt. 4, Box 408, Hot Spring~ Ark., 
Milner, both of Memphis, and two sons, where he is a member of P~ney Church, 
Leroy and Vernon Milner, Memphis. J. R. Wiles, pastor. 

ARKANSAS BAPTIST NEWSMAGAZINE'°'• Eight 



The cover 

~First .e:reat democrat' 
The Thomas Jefferson Memorial, 

Washington, D. C:, featured in this · 
week's cover photograph, was 
dedicated in 1943. 

It reflects, if somewhat belated
,Iy, the high regard of his fellow 
·countrymen for Mr. Jefferson's 
unique contribution in the estab
lishment of the nation. 

The chief author of the Declara
tion of Independence, Jefferson 
was all his life a leading contender 
for democracy as over against 
aristocracy. He is gener~lly re
gartled by historians as his nation's 
"first great democrat." 

His greatness as a philosopher, 
statesman and writer notwith
standing, he was never effective 

' as a public speaker. 

His educational program called 
for a public school system, a pub
. lie library, and a more li~eral uni
versity. He considered one of his 
main· ·.achievements the founding 
of the University of Virginia. 

Jefferson served as governor of 
Virginia, being the immediate suc
cessor of Patrick Henry in this 
position. He succeeded Benjamin 
Franklin as minister to France 
and served with distinction during 
the French Revolution. 

As a member of the Continental 
Congress, Jefferson drafted 'the 
decimal system of coinage based 
on the dollar. · 

Jefferson was elected vice presi
dent of the United States in 1796, 
when that office was still filled by 
the person finishing second in the 
presidential race. He served two 
terms as President (1801-09). He 
had the distinction of being the 
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Baptist IJellefs 

Stephen and Jesus 
By HERSHEL H. HOBBS 

Pastor, First Baptist Church, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, 
past president, ~outhern Baptist Convention 

"And all that sat in the council, looking steadfastly on him, saw his face as . 
it had been the face of an angel"~Acts 6: 15. 

Stephen was not content merely to serve tables (5: 2). In addition to the de
scription found in .. v . . 3 he was "full of faith. [grace in best text] and power'' 
(v. 8). So he wrought wonders . and miracles. From verses 9-14 it is evident that 
he had been .preaching. Certain zealous Jews debated with him. But they were 
not able to withstand or stand against his words and power. So they "suborned" 
or bribed men to bear false witness against him before the Sanhedrin, "council" 
(v. 15). · 

The point is to note the parallel between Jesus' trial and beyond and that of the 
first Christian martyr. 

Botll were opposed by Jews for their good and wonderful works (v. 8). 

Both were victorious in debates with their adversaries (v. 10). 

Both were , falsely ch~ged by false witnesses before the Sanhedrin (vv. 11-14). 

Both were made to testify against themselves by the high priest (7: 1) , 

Both answered by pronouncing judgment upon their foes (vv. 2ff., 5lff.). 

Both paid with their lives (v. 57f.). 

Both prayed for those who killed them (v. 60). 

Both commended their spirits to God (v. 59). 

Truly, Stephen knew the fellowship of the Lord's suffering, but with one su
preme difference. Jesus' death was redemptive. Stephen's was in faithfulness to 
the Lord and his truth. Jesus rose from the dead on the third day, alive forevermore, 
and his cause goes on. Stephen died and was buried, looking for the final resur
rection. But his~ death became the seed out of which grew the apostle Paul 
(v. 58). The workman died, bµt the work goes on. 

But Jesus died, the innocent for the guilty, rose again, and is Lord evermore. 
He is Stephen's Lord (v. 59) and he should be to all who profess his name. 

first president to be _inaugurated Junior Miss chosein Washington, D. C., a city which 
he had helped _to plan . Ouachita University 

Most of the time a strict con Anne Landes, a freshman sociologystructionist in his interpretation major from Magnolia, was a well-knownof the Constitution, Jefferson broke person when she entered Ouachita Uniover in purchasing the Louisiana versity. She was Ar:Territory, such action being no kansas Junior Misswhere expressly_ authorized. at the time. Since 
coming to Ouachita,Jefferson was a strong contender 
she bas made herfor the addition to the Constitution mark as a memberof ·the first ten amendments. He 
of the Ouachita Singwas particularly outspoken in sup
ers, AOE social clubport of the first amendment, with "Sweetheart" andits provision for freedom of speech, the A-OE homecomfreedom of religion and freedom ing r~presentative.· of assembly. 
She said Ouachita· 

Here was a man with complete MISS LANDES "gives, a person the 
faith that a people enlightened by chance to be accept
education, provided the education ed for what they are-not for insignifi
was kept free and available to all, cant outward appearance. I have ap
could, through democratic institu preciated the chance to really get in
tions, g-overnment themselves bet volved and feel a part of activities on 
ter than UDder any other system. campus and honestly feel that my voice 
-ELM is heard, not ignored." -Advertisement 

Page Nin• 



advantage will be opportunity for tbe 
church to expand its program and its 
ministry. •

Wynne Baptists dedicate new 
Hesler on fieldbuilding, welcome new pastor 

Wynne Church, Joe Hester, pastor, dedi
cated its new, $650,000 auditorium-educa
tion building Sunday, with Boyd Baker, 
Booneville, a former pastor of the church, 
as de~catjon speaker. 

Located on a four-acre tract in the 
northern part of the city, about three 
miles from the former location of the 
church in downtown Wynne, the new 
plant is of charcoal brick construction. 
Two two-story education wings extend 
from the octagonal auditorium to form 
a ·'y.u 

The unusual design of the auditorium, 
with its seating capacity of 750, is con
ducive to a "closeness of fellowship," 
according to Dr. Hester, "with every
body being in the· middle." 

The site for the new building was ac
quired in January of 1969 and the building 
was planned and constructed during the 
pastorate of R. B. Crotts, who resigned 
several weeks ago. Serving as architect 
was Frank Repult Jr., Memphis, who also 

designed the new Cross County CQUrt
house recently completed. 

Leslie Covington, Wynne dentist, 
served as chairman of the Build~ 
committee. Others in places of leader
ship during planning and building in
cluded J. L. campbell, chairman of 
deacons; Harold Htirris, chairman of 
trustees; and Bill Argo, chairman of the 
Finance committee. 

Wynne Baptists had been looking for
ward to the erection of a new building 
for years and had accumul~ted funds to 
cover approximately half the total cost, 
borrowing the remainder, Dr. Hester said. 

The old church property is now being 
offered for sale. 

Two immedtate advantages are seen 
in the new location of the church. It 
will be much nearer the population cen
ter, in the fastest growing area, and 
there is adequate parking space, in the 
newly completed parking lots: A third 

Pastor Hester accepted the call of the 
church and moved on the field the first 
of the month, following his graduation 
from Southwestern Seminary, where he 
received the Th.D. degree. 

Of large build. the 36-vear'Old min
ister is six feet-four and weights 235 
pounds. He was born and reared at 
High Point, N. C., and graduateq in 
chemical engineering from North Caro
lina Stage Ulliversity, Raleigh. 

After five years in the Air Force, flya 
Ing jet fighter planes, apd ·a brief roiind 
of service as distri<;t sales manager for 
Union Carbide, in Houston; he felt God 
calling him to preach. He dedicated him
self to the ministry on what he still r:e
gards as the great turning point in his 
life-July 20, ·1963, "the day of the 
eclipse of th!=! sun." 

In a period of seven years, Hester 
served churches in Texas as a student 
pastor and completed work for the B.D. 
and Tb.D. degrees . at Southwestern 
Seminary. And in the process, having dis
covered that he was. "too heavily loaded 
with credits in chemical engineering;" he 
picked up an A.B. degree from Texas 
Christian University. 

Mrs. Hester is the former Miss "Mar-
• jorie Barnes of . Smithfield, N. ·C., a 

graduate of Meredith College, Raleigh. 
There are five children: Scott, 13; 

Mark, 12; Michael, 10; Jennifer, 6; and 
Amy,. 2. 

The preacher's hobbies tie in with his 
family situation-sailboating and model 
railroading . . 

In the Air Force Reserve with the rank 
of Captain, Hester is known as "The Fly
ing Parson," in the Tennessee National 
Guard, Memphis. 

Hawaii 'aloha'· 
for ·BWA groups 

HONOLULU (BP)-Hawaii Baptists 
plan to greet travelers to the 12th Bap
tist World Congress in Tokyo, July 12-18, 
with a special "aloha" at a booth set up 
at Honolulu's International Airport dQr-
ing the month of July. · 

A special tour will also be made avail
able to travelling Baptists, ~ncluding 
stops at four major Baptist churches, 
the Hawaii Baptist Academy, the Kodak 
hula show, the University of -Hawaii, the 
Iolani Palace, the Punchbowl, the statue 
of King Kamehameh, and the Ala Moana 
shopping center. 

new plant, featuring an octagonal . Edmond W_~lker, _executive ~ecreta17 
d d · d S da Ch h of the Hawan Baptist Convention, said 

OCTAGONAL· Wynne Church's 
· · · auditorium and two educational . wing~, was e icate un Y· . urc that persons travelling through Hawaii 

leaders participating included, left to right: Pastor Joe Hester, Chairm~n enro~te to the B~pti~t World Allian.<:e 
,1 D ' ns J L Campbell· Minister of Music-Education Gerald Lewis; me_eti~ should ~te m ady~nce. to bis 

o, eaco · · ' . . . offJCe 1f they are mterested JD taking the 
Building Chairman Leslie Covington; Trustee Harold f!arris; and Finance , tour. (Address: ·1225 Nehoa St;, Honolulu, 
Chairman Bill Argo. Hawaii, 96822). 
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Letters 
(From page 21) 
KVEE AM (1330 kc) and FM (105.1 me) 

.... in Conway. This broadcast has been on 
for over three years. On the "Baptist 
Bible Broadcast" I preach and sing, 
accompanying myself on the guitar. I 
have used country-gospel style and folk 
style gospel music both by myself, as 
solo · or in a group or with others as 
guests. I have had good response to 
tlie music on the broadcast. I also fea-

' ture traditional hymns and anthem music 
from time to time. 

In_ addition, I lead a folk-rock group 
of · gospel singers called "The New 
Light." We use drums, amplified guitars, 
electric bass, trumpet, and on occasion, 
steel guitar. We sing a program of gos
pel songs and I speak in engagements 
.at various places, from Lion's Club 
meetings to school assemblies to wor
ship services. We are particularly trying 
to reach youth and express the gospel 
i~ youthful terms. 

No type of music or set of theological 
terms can ever express the full meaning 
of the good news of God in Jesus. We 
try to express our commitment in this 
way. We do not judge any type of music, 
well-prepared and appropriately pre
sented in a spirit of worship,_ as being
rejected by God. We ask as well that 
judgment of our type of music be re
served-Orville Boyd Jenkins, 820 
Third Street, Conway, Ark. 72032 

No paper next week 

As is the custom of the Arkansas 
Baptist Newsmagazine, there will 
be no issue next week. 

Sunday school lessons for July 
5 and July 12 are included in this 
issue. 

The next issue will be dated Ju Y 
'16. 

Deatbs----
M,s: Joshua Griialva· 

SAN ANTONIO, Tex. (BP)-Mrs. 
Joshua Grijalva, a Southern Baptist 
home missionary since 1941, died at the 
age of 48 of complications following 
surgery. 

Survivors include her husband, dean 
at the Mexican Baptist Bible Institute. 

Pastor opposes literature; 

.-----~---- -------, . It bas God for its author, salvation for 
Trouble at home its end, and truth, without any mixture 

of error for its matter.''
"Most of the serious psychiatric 

disorders encountered among col "I have confidence that you will stand
iege students have their origin and by the commitment you made to South
conditions in the home and in relation ern Baptists in New-Orleans," the Aber
to other significant persons in the nathy letter .continued, "as you present
student's early life, rather than in ed the motion concerning the statement
conditions encountered in college," of faith. I feel confident that you will
Dana :L. Farnsworth, director of 'be diligent in seeing that the programs
Harvard University's H~alth Serv assigned' to you 'by the Convention are
ices, told the fifth National Con carried out in a manner consistent with
ference on. Health in College Com and not contrary . to the Convention'smunities. aforesaid statement of faith' " (pp. 70--EducationCommission, SBC 71, 1969 SBC Annual). 

July 2, l970 

protest goes to 
In an open letter to James L. Sullivan, 

executive secretary of the Baptist Sun
day School Board, dated June 16, Jerry 
Don Abernathy, pastor of First Church, 
Crossett, has raised objection to state
ments contained in the October-Decem
ber issue of Context, collegiate Bible 
study in the new Forefront series of the 
Sunday School curriculum. 

The materials to which he objects, 
quoted in the letter, are: 

· "As a college-age Christian, one must 
be ready to acknowledge in Genesis the 
important truths concerning man's re
lationship to God, though the scientifical
ly trained mind will not permit one to 
accept literally such events as the crea
tion of ·woman from the rib of Adam" 
(Gen. 2: 22), p. 5. 

"Besides all this, there are inconsist
ences, duplications, inconsequentials,
and wide variations....," p. 5. 

"If by 'inerrant' it is meant that there 
are no errors · of factual information in 
the Bible, then we cannot hoid to the 
inerrancy of the Scriptures, for as a 
m.atter of plain information, there. are 
disagreements between certain books of 
the Bible .. , .," p. 59. 

"Let us say in all honesty that the 
discrepancies within the Bible are ob
vious to the unbiased reader. Competent 
historians are aware of minor inac
curacies," p. 60. 

Dr. Abernathy called for "serious at
tention" to be given to these passages, 
as being "in conflict not only with the 
Baptist Faith and Message, the Conven
tion's adopted statement of faith, but 
also with your [Dr. Sullivan's] avowed 
word of adherence to that statement of 
faith." 

The section of the Baptist Faith and 
Message which Abernathy sees as vio
lated i~ quoted in the letter as follows, 
with bis emphasis. 

"The Holy Bible was written by men 
divinely inspired and is a-record of God's 
revelation of Himself to man. It is a 
perfect treasure of divine instruction. 

committee 
To do this, Dr. Abernathy continued, 

"it seems to me, you must act definitely
and immediately. The following actions 
should be taken: 

"l. You should execute the responsibili
ty of your position and make such edi
torial changes as will be necessary to 
insure that in the future those contra
dictions of the statement of faith be 
eliminated. 

"2. You should stop the distribu
tion of the fall issue of Context, since it 
is contrary to the Convention's statement 
of faith. Since we have two other series 
from w1'ich churches may choose, no 
one will be denied literature by this ac
tion." 

In conclusion, Abernathy assured Sul
livan of his "eagerness, along with the 
vast majority of Southern Baptists, to 
know that you have taken these definite 
steps to clear up the action which con
tradicts ~ur avowed commitment .to 
Southern Baptists." 

•According to information at the bot
tom of the letter, copies were mailed to 
all elected members of the SBC Sunday 
School Board, to the state convention 
presidents, and to state Baptist paper 
editors. 

\ 

The Sullivan reply 

Replying to the Abernathy letter, Dr. 
Sullivan wrote: 

"At the Southern Baptist Convention 
in Denver, Dr. Landrum P. Leavell II, 
president of the Sunday School Board, 
read into the Convention record a state
ment with regard to the action of the 
elected Sunday School. Board subsequent 
to the New Orleans Convention action 
concerning 'The Baptist Faith and Mes
sage.' One of the paragraphs in this 
statement reads: 

"The executive committee of the· ·Sun
day School Board has instructed that any 
charge that the Board has failed to act 
'in a manner consistent with -and not 
contrary to' the Convention's Statement 
of Faith shall be referred to the elected 
board's Church Programs and Services 
Committee.' 

Your charge ·will be duly referred to 
that committee." 

GIVING 
IS 

WORSHIP 
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----~----Your state con,ention at work 
Outreach~evangelism•-Bible study 

(Fourth of a series) 

Can more Sunday Schools grow? Can 
fewer lose? Can Baptist Sunday Schools 
move up out of the red and into the 
black? Can we engage in spiritual re
newal and outreach in our churches? 

Recently this column reported on the 
growth record of a church in Little Rock, 
the Life' Line Church. At that same 
writing research was underway with the. 

• Geyer Springs Church, · located in an ad
joining neighborhood. 

This is Pastor Paul Sanders story 
about outreach, evangelism and Bible 
study. It sounds like spiritual renewal 
all the way through. 

WMU 
New youth director 

MISS KETNER 

Miss Julia Ketner, a ·native of .Florida 
and recent graduate of Southwestern 
Seminary, Ft. Worth, Tex., assumed her 
duties July 1 as director of Girls-in-Ac
tion and Mission Friends, with Arkan
sas WMU. 

After graduating from Carson°New
man College, Miss Ketner taught in the 
fourth grade of the public schools of 
Winter Haven, Fla. She will be serving 
in Girls Camps at Paron during July. 

WMU district meetings . 
Annual WMU district meetings are , 

scheduled for Oct. ·19-28 as· follows: 

Oct. ' 19, Northwest District, Fayette
ville; 

Oct. 20, West Central District, Boone
ville; 
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From 1965 to 1969 (five years) Sunday 
School growth moved from 752 with 340 
in -average attendance to 1,291 on roll 
with 550 average attendance. ,During 
each of these years they baptized 52, 
'19, 30, 36 and 54. Additions by letter 
ranged as follows: 82, 64, 99, 203 and 173. 

In the first eight months of. this church 
year, their Sunday School enrollment" 
has increased to 1,418; 50 have been bap
tized; 145 have joined by letter; and the 
average attendance has been 59Y4 

·• 

So, since 1965 and for eight months of 
this church year, the Sunday School in
creased from 752 to 1,418, or a new gain 
of 666. This is an average gain each year 
of 111. Total baptized is ;!41, by letter, 

566, or a total of 807. The average at
tendance 591, is 251 higher than , almost 
six years ago. . 

What has happened in stewardship? 
Their budget has increased from $67,000, 
to over $141,000 per year, and they are 
going above their budget each week. 

Next week, read what Brother Sanders · 
wrote about the growth. I'll give you a 
starter from his swnmary: "One of our 
main emphases has been on reaching 
people for Bible study through the Sun
day School. We continued to create more 
new Sunday School classes and depart
ments until we were out of ·space." 
- What follows next week, YDU ought to 
know.-Lawson Hatfield, state Sunday 
School Secretary. 

Race Relations sponsor camps 
· The first of four Negro Baptist Youth 
Leadership camps being held this sum
mer at ''Hart of the Hills" Baptist 
Camp, will conclude tomorrow, July 3. 
This is a camp for junior girls, ages 8-12. 

Other camps, as announced by Robert 
Ferguson, recently named director of 
Race Relations for the Missions depart
ment of the · Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention, will be: 

July 6-10, Junior boys, ages 8-12; July 
13-17, Teenage girls, 13-17; and July 
27-31, Teenage boys, 13-17.. 

Program personalities include: Lacy 

K. Solomon,. camp pastor; Mr. Fergu
son; N. H. McGill, camp director; Clyde 
Hart, formerly director of Race Rela
tions for · the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention; · and M. W. Williams. 

The daily program includes mission 
study, worship, handcraft, entertain-
ment, rest, and recreation. · 

Serving as junior counselors are Elaine ' 
Harris, Frances Jasper, Joyce Jarrett, 
and Sharon Lee, all . students from 
A. M. & N. College, Pine Bluff. Senior 
counselors are Mrs. Hazel White, Mrs. 
Illinois Williams, Mrs. Sarah D. Wil
liams, and Mrs. Lilly V. Hays. 

At worship services Mealtime 

Oct. 21, Southwest1 .District, Nashville; 

Oct. 22, Southeast District, Fordyce; 

Oct. 23, Central District, Benton; 
\ 

Oct. 26, No. Central District, Bates
ville; 

Oct. 27, No~east District, Jones
boro; 

Oet. 28, East Central District, Forrest 
City .. 

Featured on each· day's program will 
be Graydon Hardister, missionary in 
Jordan since 1965.-Nancy Cooper, Ex
ecutive Secretary and Treasurer 
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Health aid plan 
for BWA travel 

Dallas-Members of the Health Bene
fit Plan requiring medical attention 
while traveling to Japan for the Baptist 
World Alliance and other foreign nations 
this summer will file their claims under 
a different procedure from the one nor
mally used. 

According to Ransome Swords, direc
tor of insurance services for the South
ern Baptist Annuity Board, the proce
dure is necessary because Blue Cross
Blue Shield does not have member hos
pitals in Japan ·or other nations. Mem
ber hospita~ and doctors normally file 
medical claims for the member directly 
with Blue Cross. • 

Swords said the member should obtain 
and keep all rec!;!ipts for any medical 
expenses he incurs. This list should in
clude the diagnosis, d~te. and place of 
service and by whom the medical serv
ice was rendered. 

Then, the itemized list, along with an 
explanation that the member had in
curred the expenses while traveling to 
the Baptist World Alliance, should be 
mailed to John Dudley, Assistant 
Manager, National Enrollment, Blue 
Cross-Blue Shield, Main at North Cen
tral Expressway; Dallas, · Tex.; 75222, 
Swords said. · 

Minister ·assigned 
to Atlanta hippies 

ATLANTA (BP)-Four Baptist groups Salem, N. C. (upper right); Bryant Hicks, associate professor of missio·ns, 
with offices here recently appointed a S h S · L · ·zz K (l l ) J A lminister to Atlanta?s hip community. out em eminary ouzsvz e; y. · ower eft; .on pp eton, state stu-

Don Rhymes, missionary in New York dent director, Alabama Baptist Convention (lower center). and Mrs. Char
City for three years, will direct a new lotte Hubbard, deputy assista,it se.cretary of state for public aff~irs, -Wash-
youth center,· "The Aurora" (New ington, D. C., as speakers. · · 
Dawn), to be · located in the heart of .----------------------~~~~~----~ 

THE; STUDENT CONFERENCE- Aug. 27-Sept. 2 at Ridgecrest · As, 
sembly, Ridgecrest, N. C. features Bill Self, pastor, Wieuca Road Church, 
Atlanta, Ga. (upper lef..t); Julian Cave, pastor, First Church~ Athens, G_a. 
(upper .center); Jack Noffsinger, pastor, Knollwood Church, Winston-

the hippie district here. He is . sponsored • 
jointly by Atlanta's . First Church, the 
AUanta Association, the. Georgia' Bap
tist Convenµon, and the Southern Bap
tist Home Mission Board. 
·The center, brain child of Fil'St Bap

tist Church and First Presbyterian· 
' Church, will have facilities for ·recrea

tion, a refreshment center, rooms suita
ble for classes or practicing music in
struments and a craft shop. 
• It will also be a liaison betweeri the 
hip community and .agencies . which 
handle counseling, job placement, fam
ily reconciliation, etc. 

Baptist efforts to relate to this com
munity follows closely on the heels of 
recent moves by Atlanta Mayor . Sam 
Massell to close the 'alienation gap be
tween hippies and "straights'," and to 
curb law violations in the community. 

."Baptists Who Know, Care" 
Church members. wiH support 
Baptist work in Arkansas ancl 
around the world if they are in
formed of th-.! needs by readin,t 
the AJ{KANSAS BAPTIST NEWS
MAGAZINE. 

July 2, 1970 

Did your church re·ceive 
a literature order form? 

NASHVILLE-Assocrding to the Church Literature depar,tm'ent of the Southern 
Baptist Sunday School Board, your church may be one of several hundred churches 
which have not received a church literature order form for October-November-De
cember 1970 materials. 

Churches which have not received an order form 'should notify the Church 
Literature department , immediately. Order forms returned to , the department by 
Aug. 1 will be filled in time for the churches to receive October literature by the 
last Sunday !n September. ' ' ' 

Record systems 
now available 

' NA$HVILLE.:..New record systems for 
use' by. program areas of the church 
are.. available from Baptist Book Stores, 
as part of the Broadman Church Record 
System. 

In addition to new systems for S~day 
Schol?}, Church Training and Church 
Music, the · Broadman Church Record 
System includes the Church Finance rec
ord systeJ?, the Church Membership rec-

ord system, th~ six-point Sunday School 
record system, and the eight-point Church 
Training record system, all preseiitly. in · 
use. ·. • 

The new system for Sunday School is 
being provided to enable a church to 
measure more exactly the effectiveness 
of its Bible teaching program. It will 
contain points for -measuring progress in 
eight areas; · however, no percenta~e
values will be assigned and no grade will 
be figured. Areas to be listed on the 
form are: present, Bible brought, Bible 
read daily, lesson studied, giving, wor
ship attendanc~, outreach and ministry. 
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California b~ard 
releases report 

FRESNO, Calif. (BP)-The full text 
of the ''Crisis Study Report,'.' ari exten
sive study of current social problems 
prepared by the staff of the Southern 
Baptist General Convention of Califor
nia, has been released to the public. 

Public distribution of the study had 
previously been forbidden by action of 
the convention's executive board, which 
passed on April 28. a motion to refer the 
study to its total program committee. 

The report, which stresses how Cali-
fornia Southern Baptists can deal with 
national crisis issues such as racism, 
poverty, justice, violence, etc., was pre-
pared by the staff at the request of the 
state convention in annual session 

1· · • 

When .the executive board considered 
it in April, at least one board -membercalled the report " pure socialism." The,___________________________________. 

inotiori to refer .it to the committee and 
to forbid rel~ase of the report at that 
time passed .with only two dissenting 

votes. 
After the committee cites its observa

tions and comments on specific sessions 
in the report, probably in September, it 
is .expected that the staff will resubmit 
th~ report to the commiitee and then 
to lhe full executive board. 

Urge BWA action 
against repression 

STOCKHOLM, .S wed en (BP}-T.wo 
Scandinavian Baptist weekly newspa~ 
pers have called for the Baptist World 
Alliance's 12th Congress irt Tokyo to 
speak out against repressions suffered 
by Christians in Communist countries. 

The appeals came in Veckoposten, 
journal of the Baptist Union of Sweden 
published here, ~nd in Banneret, the 
journal of the . Baptist Union of Norway, 
publish~ in Oslo, Norway. 

The Swedish paper urged the Alliance 
to "speak out in these concrete prob
lems of religious liberty," citing "the 
discrimination which Protestants and 
other Christians undergo" in Communist 
countries. 

Erik Ruden, general secretary of the 
Baptist Union of Sweden, wrote that 
"one of the most important tasks of the 
BWA during the 65 years of its life has 
been to guard liberty and other human 
rights." . 

· The Norwegian publication printed a 
news review of religious discrimination 
in Russia. 

An editorial in the .paper declared: 
"This is a deplorable condition. Human 
rights should be recognized. The [Com
munist] government should be more 
willing to abide by international obliga-
tions.'' · · 

Paga·Fou~en 

SBC president asks Nixon 
to urge · spiritual aw~kening ,. 

CHARLOTTE, N. C . . (BP)-The newly-elected president -of the Southern 
Baptist Convention has written to President Ricl1ard M. Nixon· urging him to 
proclaim July 18-19 as "special days of prayer for spiritual awakening in our 
nation." · 

Carl E . Bates, president of the SBC and pastor of First Church, Char-
lotte, wrote the letter in compliance with a resolution adopted .by the SBC. 
.meeting in Denver on June 4. 

, 
Bates also issued a statement requesting Southern Baptist . churches in 

all 50 states to observe a 24--hour period of prayer beginning_at midnight, 
July 18, and closing at midnight, July _19. · · · 

His statement encouraged the churches ~•to remain open for prayer. in 
the interest of a spiritual awakening in our nation." 

, 
On the same dates, ·the Baptist World Alliance will be holding its 12th 

World Congress in Tokyo, and a Southern Baptist evnagelist, Arthur Blessitt, 
will be holding a mass rally in Washington, D. C., as the climax· to his 
march from Los Angeles to Wa~ington, pulling a 10-foot cross . as he walks.· 

§ • • decur1t1es group· SUSpen S 
Culbertson Co. for bond sales 

FORT WORTH (BP)-The U. S. Secu
rities and Exchange Commission· has 
ordered the A. B. Culbertson and Co. 
here to suspend its operations for 30 days 
as part of a settlement of administra
tive proceedings the SEC began against 
the church bond firm for its role in sell
ing bonds for Kansas Baptists. · 

. The SEC began the administrative 
proceedings against A. B. Culbertson '&. 
Co., on October 17, 1969, ordering of
ficials of the firm to answer detailed 
charges against the firm at a public 
hearing. 

Culbertson & Co., however., agreed to 
settle out of court, and the public hear~ 
ing was never held. 

The firm was the trustee for the Church 
Loan Association of Southern Baptists, 
non-profit organization chartered in 
Texas primarily for the Kansas Conven
tion of Southern Baptists. The SEC de
clared the Church Loan Association of 
Southern Baptists insolvent in 1968, with 
indebtedness estimated at $1.6 million. 

During a ten-year period (1958-68), the 
association, with Cul~rtson & Co. , act
ing as trustee, issued bonds totalling 
$4.7 million, and made 254 construction 
loans totalling more than $4 million, to 
118 churches. 

The action to suspend the company 
from operation held the firm largely re
sponsible for the Church Loan -Associa
tion's insolvency, indicating Culbertson 
& Co., acted as its "fiscal agent . and 
corporate trustee on all bonds issued by 
it" (the association) . 

The suspension by the SEC affected 
not only the Culbertson Co., but its chief 
executive · William R. Sarsgard. The 

administrative proceedings h1itiated 
against the company in 1~ also nam~ 
Dee S. Finley, vice president of the com
pany who died . after proceedings were 
initiated, and Howard H. Whatley, then 
executive vice· president of the Kansas 
-loan association, who has sin~,' resigiled 
and has been barred for life by the .SEC 
from being associated with any broker-
dealer. · · .. 

In the . three-page ruling, ttie SEC out
lined four major terms in . the settle
ment: (1) the 30-day suspension, ·(2) .the 
payment of $197,500 by Culbertson & .Co., 
to the Kansas Convention of Southern 
Baptists for settlement of all claims,· (3) 
the resignation of .Culbertson & ·co.; as 
trustee for the Church Loan .({ssociat;ion 
of Southern Baptists and (4) .the offer to 
waive trustee-fees by Culbertson & Co. , 
to the Church ·. Loan Association. . 

The SEC charged that Culbertson & Co. 
violated the Securities Act of 1933 by 
selling securities employing 1'devices, 
schemes, and artifices to . defraud, ob
tain money and pro~rty . by· means of 
untrue statements of material facts,· and 
omissions of material facts. " • 

New Orleans alumni elect 

NEW OR,LEANS (BP)-Petei- McI,,eo4; ~ 
pastor of First Church, Wac~. Tex., h~, 
been elected president of . the Alumni Air., 
sociation'" of New Orleans ~em~ary. .. 

Other officers ·are: vice president, Joe 
Courson, pastor. of First Church, Fort 
Myers, Fla.; Secretary, W. Norris Wilk
erson, pastor of Fellowship . Church, ' 
Smyrna, Ga.; and treasure.r:, . Jim Glaze, 
statistical secretary of the Alabama 

. Baptist Convention, Montg<>mery" Ala. 
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captain Terrence P. Goggin and 
Captain Clifford Hendrix are pro
fessors . .at West Point. Dr. Daniel 
Patrick Moynihan, assistant to the 
President-for Urban Affairs, want0 

ed to find out the conditions under 
which food stamps and commodi
ties are being distributed in the 
USA. While the law says that food 
stamps are to go to all the eligible 
poor, statistics from official files 
show that only 16 percent of . the 
peor living in food stamp counties 
are actually getting any food. Six 
months after being assigned to 
study, Captain Goggin was trying 
to tell about it: "I was stunned by 
the experience of driving . in a 
White House limousine to an air
port," he told the Se~te Co~it
tee · on Nutrition, "going on a 
plane that was air-conditioned, in 
tremendous luxury, landing in Mis
sissippi, Missouri or. California, 
and going off in a car to a shack 
where children, in my opinion, 
were literally dying ...their minds 
~ere dying. It is something that I 
will never forget. It is" just . in
credible to me. You come back to 
Washington and you try to explain 
this to somebody else and you· say 
-'You must do sometliing about 
it!' They say, 'We don't know 
where we are going to get the 
money.' I say, 'Yes, but people 
are dying out there. Children are · 
being condemned to totally wasted 
. lives.,' .. . . . Qui~e an experience 
for a West Point professor! "I must 
say I was emotionally stunned in 
going from household to house
hold," be testified, "seeing chil
dren staring at walls, with poten
tially tremendous energy, but be
cause they weren't · getting .iood. 
they were like zombies. I have 
three childr:en of. my own," he 
added. "'You see it on television 
but it doesn't have anywhere near 
the emotional impact. of seeing it 
in person." (TRB from Washing
ton, The New Republic, ·June 20, 
1970) . 

New missionaries 
named by board 

A'J'.LANTA (BP)-The Southern . Bap
tist- Home Mission Board here recently 
approved. the appointment of three mis
sionaries, including a couple to work 
with the Indians of Alaska. 

Appointed to Alaska were Mr. and 
Mrs. James Back, both of whom have 
previously worked with the Indians of 
Arizona. 

Mrs. Judith E. Freeman, Louisville, 
Ky., was appointed to do social minis
tries in LDuisville's West End.. 

J~ly 2, 1970 

South Carolina church open 
for non-imme.rsed transfers 

GREENWOOD, S. C. (BP)-Fi{st 
Church, Greenwood, S. C., has voted fo 
accept members transferring from oth
er. churches without the usual Baptist 
requirement of baptism by immersion. 

The moderator of the Abbeville Asso
ciation here promptly called a meeting 
of the association's executive commit
tee to hear a report on what the· church 
had done. 

Wade T. Burton, Greenwood, the as
sociation's moderator, said that he plans 
to appoint a committee of six to study 
the church's baptism practices and bring 
a report within two months "so that if 
the church's relationship with the asso
ciation will be affected, we can settle 
it or at least be aware of it before the 
fall meeting" of the ass_ociation. 

In taking the action to admit mem
bers by transfer of letter without pre
vious immersion, the 1,800-member 
church adopted a statement pointing out 
that the Baptist position on baptism by 
immersion will be carefully explained 
and recommended to· all such candidates 
Jor membership. . 

The church voted, however, to receive 
candidates "by the transfer of t.heir 
membership provided they have been 
baptized in some form and have public
ly professed their fai~. 

"We woul<i immerse· those who, after 
study of the meaning of baptism, re
quest it," said the church-adopted state
ment. 

The church will . cop.tinue t~ baptize by 
immersion all who seek to join the con
gre:1ation on profession of faith. 

James A. Bowers, pastor of ·the church, 
said the congregation adopted the state
ment after long anci careful study. He 
said he initiated the idea following a 
number of years of "prayerful consid
eration of its possible implications." 

The pastor adcled ·be is a firni be
liever in the Baptist position on oap
tism by immersion, would require _all 
new converts to be baptized by immer
sion, and would urge all persons trans
ferring · membership to the church who 
have not been immersed previously · to 
follow the scriptural practice of bap
tism by immersion. 

He added, however, that he believes 
some people would be offended by what 
they would regard as a challenge to a 
genuine Christian experience of baptism
if told that immersion were the only 
way. 

"We could become so dogmatic as to 
be a stumbling block rather · than a 
help," Bowers said. 

The statement adopted by the church 
pointed out that the members believe 
that a personal relation to God and the 
individual's dedication to Christ "are 
far more important than tfle means .by 
which this commitment is · symbolized 
[by baptism]." 

The Greenwood church is believed to 
be the first congregation affiliated with 
the South Carolina Baptist Conventfon 
to vote to accept members who have 
not been imme~ed. 

The practice, however, is not uncom
mon in_ several other states, including 
Virginia, Norrth Carolina and others. 
j.Antrove:,;sies have raged in Nortll Caro
lina.; Ai:kansas, Texas and . California 
over the practice of either accepthig 
the immersion of a denomination other 
than Baptist, oi- accepting· meltlbers 
who have n_ot been_ immers~. 

Several Baptist · ·associations . in Ar
kansas and North Carolina have with
drawn . fellowship from churches that 
practice "alien immersion," or . ''open 
communion.''· Most state conventions 
and the Souther~ Baptist Convention, 
however, have no requirement that , ·af
filiated churches baptize or re-b;;1ptize 
all members by ·immersion. ·· 

Tokyo telecast 
on BWA planned 

FORT WORTH (BP)-A 30-minute .re
J>Ort on the 12th Baptist world Congress 
in Tokyo, slated July 12-18, will be tele
cast nationwide by the National Bro.ad
casting Co., on Sunday, July 19; py satei-
Iite from ov~rseas. -

It will be the first religious program 
ever carried "live" by · satellite from 
overseas, according. to Paul M. Stevens. 
director of the Southern Baptist Radio
Television Com~sion.. 

The program will be a production of 
the SBC Radio and Television· Commis
sion in cooperation with NBC~TV. · · 

Stevens said that the program · will 
feature conversations with personalities 
attending the congress, which meets in 
Tokyo's Budokan tliroughout the . week 
preceding the telecast. · 

In addition to the "live" coi:iversatio~ 
relayei;l hy satellite, the program will. 
present filmed scenes of . Tokyo, . includ
ing highlights of the congress photo
graphed while the meeting is in progi;-ess. 

Network officials, in deciding to relay 
the ·program by satellite, explained that 
they felt the unprecedented coverage 
was warranted because of the· world
wide significance of the· meeting, Stev
ens said. 

About 8,000 Baptists from about 80 
countries throughout the world are ex
pected to attend the congress. 
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MaterialsBaptist leaders oppose 
(From page 24)schools' giving' the p·ill' 

BY KENNETH HAYS 

NASHVILLE (BP)-Reacting to the 
report that some of the nation's biggest 
and best-known schools· have adopted 
policies which permit dispensing of birth 
control pills or -contraceptive devices to 
unmarried co.:eds through the schools' 
clinics or physicians, Baptist , pastors 
and Sunday .School teachers voiced 
strong disapproval in an opinion . poll. 

The Baptist VIEWpoll, which contact
ed a representative panel of Southern 
Baptist pastors and Sunday School 
BAPTIST ~ te.achers .across 

WTI&~l2J@Illl :~se:a1:~:i ~!~s 
percent of the pastors and 75.5 percent · 
of the Sunday School teachers "definitely 
disapprove" of _such policies. 

Disapproval of the policies was further 
compounded .in the VIEV~poll .survey by 
14.5 percent of the pastors and 14.9 per
cent of the Sunday School teachers who 
''t.end to disapprove.'~ , 

Only 2.0 perj:!ent of the pastors and 
1.8 percent of_ the teachers • "definitely 
approve". of . the policies, and an addir 
tiobal 4.7 percent of the pastors and 
7.8 percent_ of \he teachers "tend to ap
prove." · · 

The ~~ools having adopted the birth 
control policies include the University of 
Michigan, the University of Chicago, the 

University of Washington, Yale, the Uni
versity of Illinois, Northwestern, and the 
University of California campuses in 
Davis, Los Angeles, Santa Barbara, San 
Diego, and Berkeley. 

Justifications offered by schools for 
the policies • range from "health serv
ice," "student demands," to "despera
tion. ~• Some noted that the changing. 
scene on campuses has put school ad
ministrators under tremendous pressure 
to, at times, adopt policies which may 
run counter to their own code of · per
sonal conduct. 

As to what effect the availability of 
contraceptives will have on campus 
promiscuity, Joseph Katz, executive di
rector of the Institute of Human Be-

' havior at Stanford University, is quoted 
by Henry Elliot Weinstein in the Wall 
Street · Journal as sayirig: "On the 
whole, college students are highly re
sponsible in their sexual attitudes and 
relationships toward one another. In our 
research, we have found less promiscuity 
than you find in .the popular lit~rature, 
such as Jacqueline Susann. The availa
bility of the pill isn't going to change 
that picture very much." 

Current VIEWpoll findings are based 
on 92 percent response of the panel 
members. 

Hi_gh. Court agrees . to hear 
S t r·1an 11 ge a·•d' case'ec a co e 

WASHINGTON (BO)-The U. s. Su-
preme ·Court has agreed to hear a case 
involving federal grants to sectarian 
colleges. The decision will -aff~t many 
Ba ptis t and other denominational · 
schools. 

At issue in the case are two questions, 
according to Leo Pfeffer, attorney for' 
15 Connecticut residents: · · 

1. Does the Higher Education Facili
ties Act of 1963 authorize federal funds 
for construction of facilities at institu
tions controlled by religious groups and 
organized for and engaged in the propa
gation of the doctrines, teachings and 
practices of the religious body, so !orig 
as .tl!e facilities so financed· are used 
solely· for secular purposes? • 

2. If the act does authorize such ex
penditures, does this·, provision violate 
the First Amenrunent to the Constitution, 
which forbids laws respecting an estab
lishment of religion and prohif?iting the 
free exercise thereof? 

The appeal to the Sllpreme Court came 
after the three-judge U. S. District court 
of Connecticut dismissed the case. The 
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I 
Connecticut court in effect held that the 
Congress intended to include expendi-' 
tures at church~related colleges provid-
eel the facilities were not used .. for sec
tarian instruction or religious wors.hip: 

The district court also held that .the 
Higher Education ·Facilities Act of 1963 
so construed was constitutional. 

Four colleges in Connecticut, which 
are controlled and conducted by religious 
orders and the Roman Catholic Diocese 
of Bridg~ort, ·are the objects of the suit. 

Sacred Heart ·university is a co-educa
tional liberal arts university at Fair
field, Conn. It has received $367,100 in 
federal funds for a library which was 
completed and opened in November 1968 . . 

Annhurst College, a liberal arts college 
for women · at Woodstock, Conn., re
ceiyed $444,182 for a fine arts building
wh1ct,i was scheduled for occupancy in 
January 1970. · 

Fairfield University, a liberal arts 
college for men at Fairfield Conn., re
ceived two federal gr~nts. One was a 
$500,000 grant for a library, which has 
been completed. The other was a $537,-

desperate need for his saving message; 
the fact of his miraculous birth, sinless 
.life, self-giving service, atoning death, 
victorious resurrection and the hope of 
his return; the good news of the forgiv
ing grace of God, which ~n . be . re
ceived by simple trust in the Savior; the 
place of the New Testament. church a~ 
the fellowship of God's redeemed aricl. 
regenerated people; the Bible as the ·in
spired . Word of God, our trustworthy 

· guide of faith and practices; . the Holi 
Spirit as otir ever-present, . indwelli.J}g 
Counselor, Comforter, and Teacher; ~nd 
divine imperatives of evangelism '.and 
world missions; the practical applica
tion of the gospel to all of the affairs 
of life; the experience of eternal life 
as the gift of God here and now; 'and 
our unspeakably precious hope of ~e bet~ 
ter world to come." · 

Gold~n Age home 
hit by twister 

.. . 
_ OKLAHOMA CITY (BP)-A tornado 
.struck the Golden Age Home complex in 
' northwestern Oklahoma City, ripping off 
a portion of the _roof of Lackey Manor 
Nursing Home, owned and oper-ated by 
the BaJ?tist General Convention of Okla- · 
homa. 

No one was injured: 

Wind apd wafer damage, however, was 
extensive. Estimates · by - inspectors 
ranged up to $50,ooo·. ·• · 

About 85 residents ·or thebome and 20 
' employees returned temporarily to thelr 
Oklahoma City area ,homes, pending re
pair to the facilities. 
_____, -----,------,---

500 grant for a science · building now un
der construction and scheduled for com
pletion in February .1971: 

Albertus Magnus College, a liber~l arts 
cpllege for women at N~w Haven, Conn;, 
received $21,000 · for a language labora
tory, which has .been completed. 

In . his _brief. . before _the Supreme
Court, Pfeffer said that "we did · not 
contend in the court below nor do we 
contend here that all church-related. col
leges and universities, · no matter· how 
tenuous the relationship, are· excluded 
from the benefits of the act." 

"On the contrary:~" he continued; "the 
entire thrust of our trial evidence was 
to show th~ extent and intensity of re
ligious teachings and practices in the · 
four institutions joined as defendants, 
none of which denied that they were 
church-related." , 

A decision in the case is expected
within less _than 12 months. 
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prisoner. "I'll be back every night. 
When the time comes for me to beChildren's nook--------
hanged, I'll be there." 

Morning after morning · Jackson was 
let out. He went away to work on a'foung man of character farm all day.. He was back each night 
to be locked in his cell. 

BY VINCENT EDWARDS 

In these days of surprises, many 
Americans may be astonished to learn 

..... that a New England town still honors a 
Tory soldier· of the Revolutionary war. 
The community is Hancock, Massachu
setts, in the heart of the Berkshire Hills. 

When: the revolt of the colonists broke 
out hi -1'775, neighbors' sons marched up 
the long· valley to join the Green Moun
tain Boys at Bennington. Richard Jack
son didn't feerthat way. Because he had 
been taught to be loyal to the king, he 
decided to join the English forces. They 
were also encamped near Bennington. 

On the way, Jackson came to some 
patriot patrols and was captured. When 
he did not tty to hide that he was a 
Royalist, he was taken to the county jail 
a t Great Barrington. Although he was 
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not in uniform, his guilt ie serving the 
British was quite clear. He saw little 
chance that he could avoid being 
hanged. 

The jail was a rattletrap affair. The 
guard was not too watchful, and any 
prisoner could have escaped. Jackson 
made no such attempt. Instead, he made 
a special request of the sheriff. 

"Let me go free in the daytime that 
I may work and earn something," he 
proposed. 

The sheriff knew Jackson to be a man 
of his. word. Yet he couldn't help feeling 
that the request was slightly irregular. 

said the 

· At last May came when he was to be 
taken to Springfield for trial. It was the 
sheriff's job to get him there. The plant
ing and plowing season had recently be
gun, and he hated to take the time off. 
Jackson knew this and offered to make 
the trip alone. By this time, the sheriff 
knew how dependable the prisoner was. 
He agreed to the suggestion. 

All alone, without a single guard, the 
young loyalist set out on the long walk 
through the woods · to his trial and al
most certain execution. Near Tyring
ham he was overtaken by a Mr. Ed
wards, a high official of Massachusetts' 
patriot government. ·Mr. Edwards was 
on his way to a meeting of the Executive 
Council in Boston. 

'. 'Where are you going?" he asked. 

"To Springfield, sir, to be tried for my 
life," Jackson calmly answered. 

Edwards did not reveal who he was, 
but he managed to gather all the de
tails about the young prisoner. They 
made a profound· impression. · 

Not long afterward Jackson reached 
Springfield. His trial swiftly followed, 
and he was sentenced to be hanged. · 

Meanwhile in Boston, the Executive 
Council was meeting to consider peti
tions (or pardon. The Council alone had 
power to save the condemned man from 
the gallows. After all the petitions had . 
been reviewed, Mr. Edwards asked if 
a pardon wasn't to be granted Richard 
Jackson of Hancock. The others said no, 
a petition from him had not even been 
received. 

There upon, Edwards told what he 
knew about the young man. He spoke 
with moving eloquence of the young 
farmer's · loyalty, not only to the king, 
but also to the laws and regulations of 
Massachusetts. The story sounded so in
credible that the others could hardly be
lieve their ears. 

They lost no time in · starting an iil
vestiga tion. When they found the story 
was true, they unanimously agreed that 
such a man should never be sent to the 
gallows. A full and unconditional pardon 
was granted. The prisoner was allowed 
to return once more to his family and 
farm in the Berkshire Hills. 

' That is ~he story of Richard Jackson. 
Because of his steadfastness of char
acter, it has now become one of a New 
England town's most glorious _tradi
tions. 

(Sunday School Board Syndicate, all 
rights reserved) 
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The bookshelf-
The following are new paperbacks 

from Baker Book House: 

Life of Christ in Crossword Puzzles, by 
Lucile Pettigrew Johnson, $1.50 

Go TUI You Guess Bible Games, by 
Amos R. Wells, $1.50 

The Book of. Joel, by Mariano di Gangi, 
$1.95 

Deuteronomy, a Favored Book of Je
sus, by Bernard N. Schneider, $2.95Suspense lures fishermen 

The Books of Ruth and Esther, by C. 
Reuben Anderson, $1.95 

Sermons and Outlines for Special , Oc
casions, by James Stalker and Others, 
$1.50 

Up-to-date Object Lessons, wHh 
Prayers and Scriptures, by John H. 
Sargent, $1.50 

~nstructive Object Lessops, by. Joseph 
A. Schofield, $1.50 

Source Book of Poetry for Ministers, 
Speakers and Writers, by Cornelius Zyl-
stra, $1.50 · 

Sermons on Unfamiliar Texts, by Dins
dale T. Young, $2.95 

Inspiring Talks .for All Occasions, by 
Marion G. Gosselink, $1.95 

Preaching Helps: Outlines, lllustra~ 
tions, and Poems for a Whole ·Year, by 
Carl G. Johnson, $1.95 

1400 Ideas for Speakers and Toastmas
ter, by Herbert V. Prochnow, $1.95 

I Remain Unvanquished, by . Alice 
Armstrong Ward and A ·Dudley ·ward, 
Abingdon, 1970, $5 . 

As Alice -Ward faced the awesome fact 
of death from cancer, she · developed- a 
depth of spiritual understanding that 
has proved an anchor of hope for many. 
Her husband has written the epilogue, 
following her cJeath. · 

Understanding Your Church's Curricu-Longear sunfish do not usually grow very big, .but put up a good fight. . lum, by Howard P. Colson and Raymond . 
.M. Rigdon, Broadman Press, 1969, $3.95 

One of the chief factors which .makes fishing the appealing sport it is, is the 
suspense. The uncertainty which is an integral part of the sport of never know- This book has to do with "exciting 'de
ing if anything will bite, if you will land it or what size or species. Will it be a velopments" taking place in the curricu
keeper or a trophy? These questions are always in the back of the mind of the la of the churches of America: Its pi.ir
angler. · pose: To describe some of the changes · 

taking place and to interpret curriculum. 
fi every fishing trip ended with a full stringer of big fish much of the thrill in the sense in which the term is gen

of fishing wot.ild, in time, wear off. However, suspense is only a part of the erally used today. 
thrills of angling. There . is something about the throbbing, surging tugs· . of 
a . game f.ish on the end of a fishing line which literally defies description and Is the Bible a Human Book?, edited by 
m~st be. experienced to b~ understood. • · Wayne E. Ward and Joseph F .. Green, 

Broadman Press, 1970, $3.50
When good companionship, good scenery, ·the suspense of fishing are all coupled A cross section of Baptist leaderstogether it is no wonder that about one in four Arkansans is · a fishennan-no spells out what they really believe aboutother sport can claim that size following. · the Bible. . 

Page Eighteen ARKANSAS BAPTIST NEWSMAGAZINE 



-------~---Sunday School lessons 

International 

July 5, 1970

Genesis Christian perspective Genesis 1:1;. John 1:1-3; 

'Y 

BY VDT&a Wouaa, TII.D. 
aeligi~n Departmmi. Ouachita Uninnhy 

Our lessons for the next three months 
have been selected from the first book 
of the Bible. Quite appropriately, the 
book has been entitled "Genesis" be
cause it is a book of origins. It gives 

. the oldest and most sensible account of 
the origins of the universe, mankind, 
family life, and judgment. 

Tradition assigned the book to Moses 
· and, although his work may have been 
revised and supplemented by later writ
ers, there are no evidences which have 
been advanced strong enough to justify
the elimination of Moses as the respon
sible author of the Genesis record. 

Strpng arguments have been advanced 
in support of a theory that at least three 
more ancient documents were fused to
gether to form the book as we now have 
it. So what? Luke-said that he made use 
of variaus documents in writing his · life 
of Christ, which fact only enhances the 
beauty and reliability of the book in 
that it shows that Luke did his home 
work through diligent research before 
be wrote his book. · 

Of more importance than knowing who 
wrote the book as it now stands, or how 
be made use of his materials, would be 
to know where the information came 
from. It could not have come down to 
him by way of tradition. If one were to 
draw a line to represent the number of 
years between the era of Moses and this 
century, and then· draw another line to 
represent the time between the crea
tion and the era of Moses, the second 
line would have to be more than two 
million times as long as the fdrmer one. 
Scientists estimate that the universe 
has been in existence some six to ten 
billion years, and I see no reason for 
doubting their estimates. · 

Therefore, any reliable information 
wh~ch came to the author of Genesis 
had to come by way of revelation. If 
a prophet has. any reliable information 
about future life,· after dea~, that in-
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formation must have come to him from 
·God; and if a prophet has any reliable 
information regarding the origin of the 
universe that · information must have 
come to ' him by way o'f revelation from 
.God. 

It is even more important to know that 
God still speaks to. man through the 
book of Genesis. In the forenoon of reve
lation God spoke through the prophets; 
in the noon~y of revelation He spoke 
through his Son; and now in the after
noon of revelation he speaks to us 
through the Holy Scriptures. . 

Creation by the. spoken word (Gen. 1: 1) 

The first chapter of Genesis is a re
ligious interpretation of the relationship 
which exists between God and the uni
verse. One who takes seriously the bib
lical account of creation could not be a 
materialist who says that all that exists 
is matter or a product of matter;· he 
could not be a pantheist who says that 
God and the universe with all its forces 
are so closely identified as· to be in
separable;· he could not be an agnostic 
~ho say~ that God, if there ~ a God, 
1s so unlike us that we could never know 
him or discover his habits: the serious 
Bible student would have to identify 
with that world view which philosophy
calls '.'persoµalism" ·which holds that a . 
divine Mind, purposeful and. powerful, 
stands back of the universe in a casual 
relationship. The Creator spoke and the. 
universe came into existence. 

Creation by t~ divine word (John 1: 1-3) 

The Fourth Gospel presents the spok
en word of God-the expression of God's 
mind and purpose-as the personified 
Word, the incarnate Word, Jesus the 
Christ. John chose to begin his book with 
a more general affirmation of the divine 
Word and then moved to identify that 
Word with the human Jesus (14-17). 

John's opening thesis is that the Word 
was eternal, ne was divine, and he was 
creator. "In the beginning"-i. e., before 
any cr~ative activity began-the Word 
already was. He was with God and he 

Colouians 1:15-17; Hebrews 1:3 

d' · · was 1vine m nature. He was not him-
self a product of creation and he did 
not come into existence in time. 

Moreover, he was the creator of the 
universe. The Son is the ~gent of -ere
ation-not an external agent but the ere
ative . agent __within the godhead. Thus 
John mtens1f1es the statement of Gene

· si~ by identifying t~ Word as the ere-
ative person. 

Creator and sustainor (Col. 1: 15-1'7) 

Whereas John insisted that the Son 
was uncreated and underived, Paul was 
discussing the incarnate Son. Though 
dual in nature, he was one person and, 
as such, was "the image of the invisible 
God"; that is, he disclosed in human 
tenns what God is like. 

The key statement for thi~ study is the 
one ~hie~ says "He is before all things, 
and m him all things hold together." 
It probably means :Something like this: 
He holds first rank; ahead of all cre
a ted things, and he holds together all 
the created order. He holds .absolute 
pre-eminence over the full creation and 
he coordinates all forces within the sys
tem and _makes it work. In our sacred 
moments · it can be a source of strong 
assurance to know that , one with ·the 
wisdom, power, and character of Jesus 
has a firm hand on all the explosive 
forces in the universe. · 

. Creation out of nothing (Heb. 1: 3) 

Three facts are stated in this brief 
verse: (1) the things which we see were 
made out of things which can't be seen 
-i. e., visible things were made · from 
invisible things; matter was not made 
from anything which had previously ex
isted in any form; (2) this creation was 
spoken into existence by the word of 
God; and (3) we understand this truth 
by faith. ~d has planted before us suf
ficient evidence to give one calm as
surance but not enough evidence to over
whelm us intellectually and force us 
into the camp of believers. Faith is a 
willful act in which one deliberately 
chooses to believe what God's word 
says because he can rely on the in-
te_grio/ of God's character. · 
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--~----------~unday School lessons 

Creation, G_od's handiwork 
Bv VESTEa WouEa, TB.D. 

lleligiqn Department, Ouacbita University 

This lesson focuses attention on all 
creation as the product of God's handi
work and concentrates attention on man, 
as the supreme product of God's creative 
activity. 

The good earth (1:-31) 

Biblical theology cannot make peace 
with any system of cosmology which is 
based on spontaneous, accidental, or 
purposeless creation. Both the Old and 
New Testaments teach that back of the 
universe is God who spoke it into exist-
ence (Gen..1; 1-2). · 

Having created the heavens and the 
earth he hovered over"it as a bird hovers 
over her eggs to bring forth the life in
herent in them. In successive stages 
God developed out of chaos the mean
ingful earth as we .know it today. 

At the end of the final day of creative 
activity God looked back over all his 
work and found it to be good-"very 
good." Biblical writers -stood in awe as 
they looked at the Lord's earth and 
marveled at its splendor. David remind
ed his readers that "The earth is · the 
Lord's and the fullness thereof, the 
world and those who dwell therein" 
(Ps. 24: 1); but another psalmist said 
that while the heavens bekmg to God 
the earth has been farmed out to men 
(Ps. 115: 16) . 

All that we actually know about the 
solar system would tend to confirm the 
idea that the earth is God's garden spot, 
and it could be true ·that the earth is 
the only garden spot in all of God's uni
verse. What is certain is that this garden 
has been turned over to a family of ten
ant farmers, and we are turning it into 
a frigh~ul mess. 

Our lesson planners should . devise 
some Bible study lessons on the environ
ment. 

Mankind (Gen. Z:4-9) 

The second chapter of ·Genesis gives 
a second account of creation-a sup
plemented and more detailed account 
of the creation of man. Although the 
second chapter is quite different from 
the first in vocabulary and style, the 
ultimate purpose in studying the two is 
not to determine whether written docu
ments were made use of by the writer, 
but to determine what the text means 
as it now stands. This account is con-

Pa11e Twenty 
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cemed with man and his environment, 
the commission and prohibition which 
were given unto him. 

l. Man has a material body. G(?d com
posed Adam's body from earth matter, 
and when he sentenced him to die he 

breathed into the material body, impart

said that he would return to the dust 
whence he came (3: 19) . 

2. Man has a spiritual nature. God 

ing his own life principle into him, so 
that man became a living · soul, made 
in the image of God. It. is hardly ac
curate to say that man has a soul: 
man is a soul and has a body. But the 
Hebrew people · seldom th.ought of an 
abstract or bodiless spirit. Body and 
spirit together, made the man. 

3. Man was thrust into a decision-de
manding situation. In addition t.o the 
beautiful and fruit-bearing trees there 
were also two specially, the tree of life 
and the tree of knowledge of good and 
evil. We will not be able to explain the 
full meaning of these trees but it may 
help some to note that the whole situa
tion was designed for purposes of test
ing Adam. 

I . 
The bad results which came to the 

original pair did not come from some 
moral poison in the forbidden fruit but 
from their disobedience. Had they, chos
en to take life instead of choosing to 

International 

July 12, 1970 

Genesis 1:31; 2:4-9; 

Isaiah 40:12, 21, 22 

have a forbidden experience things 
would have been different for them. 

Man was free to choose to obey or \O 
disobey, but he was not free to be mqral
ly neutral. That is one freedom . which 
man has never had: . he ·ca~ot choose 
to make no choices. Just as 'the ' first 
pair were thrust into a inorally-charg¢d 
situation and forced to make moral 
choices, so every person is confronted 
with moral issues and forced to make 
moral decisions. 

The creator (Isa. 40: 12, Zl, ZZ) 

Isaiah raised the question concerning 
the origin of the heavens ·and the earth. 
He is impressed with the immensity. of 
the Creator (v. 12) and with his wis
dom (21, 22) and power . (23). He an
swered his question with the assertion 
that it was the everlasting Lord, the . 
Creator, who brought them into being 
(27, 28). 

There is much to be learned in the 
chapters studied in this lesson. There is 
much to be learned about God the Cre
ator-the God of wisdom, power, and 
goodness. There is much to be · learned 
about man-made in the image of God 
and entrusted to the task of keeping 
God's earth garden. There i:s much to. be 
learned about the environment in which 
man is able to make free choices which 
are far-reaching in their effects. Two 
facts must be accepted: y;e must make 
moral choices, and we must accept the 
consequences of our free choic_es. • 

ARE YOU CALLED INTO FULL-TIME 

The Robert G. Lee Chapel CHRISTIAN SERVICE'? 
Needing thorough training in '5ible, homi
letics, churcti administration, evangelism, 
Christian History, religious education,· church. 
music,. and related subjeds? 

Wanting these only in a 
Southern Baptist school? 

But lacking either your high school or your college credits, or otherwise you. 
prefer not to undertake the college and -seminary route? BBi had 320 students, 
from 28 states, Cuba, and India, in 1969-70. They take a three-y,ear, seminary-
type course. Student wives pay no tuition. · 

SUMMER SESSION, MAY 25 - JUNE 19 

B A P T I S T B I_ B L E I N S T I T U T E 
1:io-6 College DriftUniquely planned for men 

Graceville, Florida 32440without college degrees 
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--------------Sunday School les~ons 

·Life and Worli 

.God's -man in God'·s plan 

BY L. H. COLEMAN, TH.D., PASTOR, 

IMMANUD. CHUB.CH, PINE BLUFF 

This quarter's lessons are divided into 
two units. Unit one deals with the topic, 
"Israel, Chosen for Mission." Qnit two 
will be studies in the books of I and II 
Peter. The idea of the quarter's study 
is to take a look at Israel's mission in 
the Old Testament which is basically 
the saine as the church's mission today. 
A look into the Old Testament back
ground .is essential. 

~he Abrahamic covenant (Gen. 18: 16-33) 

The beginning · point in tracing Israel's 
mission is the call of Abraham. Jehovah 
Go~ revealed himself. to A.braham and 
Abraham r~~onded m faith. ~e h8;~ . 
been called the father of the faithful. 
Abraham became the head of a new 
race that was given a specific purpose. 

Please read Genesis 12 and note the 
basic parts or · ingredients of the Abra
bamic covenant. God made a covenant 
with a m.an. The covenant was binding 
and conditional. The .agreement between 
two unequal parties was: 

The covenant was both eternal and 
universal. The two visible transactions 
given were: 

, 1. God caused fire to pass between 
parts of sacrifice-Chapter 15. 

2. The rite of circumcision-Chapter 
11: 

The elements of the covenant were: 

.Ftimary: "Through thee shall all 
families of the earth be blessed.'' 

Secondary: Canaan for his habitation; 
a distinguished name; divine favor for 
hmself and friends; divine judgment 
upon enemies; father of a great nation 
or company of nations; kings shall. be 
among his posterity-also the King of 
Kings. . 

~f God were to become flesh, which 
we call the Incarnatiqn, then divinity 
must become humanity through some 
family, race or tribe. Abraham · and his 
descehdents were to be the medium of 
such. God's main• purpose· in choosing 
Abraham was to give to the world a 
Messiah, who would come through the 
ancestry of Abraham. This is the main 

Jvly 2, 1970 

This lesson treatment is baaed on the Life an• 
Work Curriculum for Southern Baptist Cltarell.; 
es, copyright by The Sunday School Boar• of 
the Southern Baptisi Convention. All rishta r.,. 
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. . 
purpose of the Abrahamic covenant. "In 
thee shall all families of. the earth be 
blessed," God told Abrahapi. What a 
great privilege, but what a serious 
responsibility! 

Israel (Jacob's name became Israel) 
was to be a channel of blessing. Israel 
was to receive God's message and then 
channel it to all nations. God loved 0th-
er nations besides Israel. Israel had no 
monopoly upon God and ·his marvelous 

· grace. She was to be a depository of 
God's grace and also a dispenser. · Her 
role was to be a channel of blessing. 

Abraham was a man of outstanding 
character, faith and obedience (see v. 
19) . Her sterling character is evidenced 
by . his intercessory prayer for Sodom. 
He expressed concern for the wicked 
cities mentioned in the account. Trag
ically, there were not so many as ten 
righteous individuals in Sodom and Go
morrah. Imagine not being able to find 

. ten persons rightly related to Almighty 
God in the entire region! 

Moses' message (Ex. 19: 1-6) 

The greatest individual in the Old 
Testament undoubtedly was Moses, au
thor of the first five books, commonly 
called the Pentateuch. Moses was the 
great law-giver, preacher, deliverer and 
writer. He is the basis of a great deal 
of Old Testament history. 

The background of Exodus 19 includes 
events prior to God's giving to the na
tion of Israel through Moses the · Ten 
Commandments (see Ex. 20) on Mount 
Sinai. . 

God reminded Moses (v. 4) that he was 
a God of action, the one who delivered 
the nation from Egyptian bondage. God 
was active, not passive, in great his
torical events in the nation's history. 
God called Moses (see ·Ex. 3) at the 
sight of the burning bush to deliver God's 
people. Moses reluctantly responded af
firmatively and Moses worked miracles 
through God's power. The expression 
"bare you on eagles' wings" denotes · 

July 5, 1970 

. Genesis 18: 16; 

Exodus 19: 1-6 

God's help and intervention. 

Please note the "if" in verse five. 
Again the Covenant was conditional. 
God wanted his people to be a ''peculiar 
treasure" tinto himself. He desired that 
they be "a kingdom of priests, and an 
holy nation." Does not this remind us 
of r Peter 2: 9, which we study later in 
this quarter? · 

Israel was chosen for mission. Her 
calling was to bear the message glorious 
o~ God's redemptive love as demon
strated in, by, and through Jesus Christ. 
Israel. was chosen of God to be a light 
for all nations. The role of Christians 
today is the same. 

Conclusion: 

Are we channels of blessing? Are we 
carrying out the purpo~ of God in our 
lives_? What have we done to help hu-.• 
mamty heavenward? Do others see 
Jesus in us? 

Wt,.t••••; ,,.,., ]
~-

Rev. and Mrs. _Billy L. Bullington, 
Southern ·Baptist ni.i.ssionaries to Togo 
have returned to their field following fur
lough (address:: BP_135§; Lome, Togo). 
Bullington is a native of Charleston, 
Ark., and Mrs. Bullington is the former 
Evelyn Robinson, Russellville, Ark. 
They were appointed by . the Foreign 
Mission Board in 1966. 

Dr. and Mrs. Jack E . Tolar Jr., South
ern Baptist missio:oaries who have been 
in the States on short furlough, have re- , 
turned to Nigeria (address: Baptist Hos
pital, Ogbomosho, Nigeria, West Africa). 
Dr. Tolar, is a native of San Antonio, 
Tex., and Mrs. Tolar is the former Bar
bara Corrington of Hot Springs, Ark. 
They were appointed by the Foreign 
Mission Board in 1962. 

Alyce Jones has returned to the States 
(address: 801 E. Woodruff, North Little 
Rock, Ark. 72116) after completing a 
two-year term of service. as a Southern 
Baptist missionary journeyman in Mon
rovia, Liberia. 
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-----------Sunday School -·le·sson~ 
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instructions· from the prophet provoked 
the captain. Elisha told the leper: to go 
and wash in Jordan seven times and 
that God would cure him.. 

Read verse 11 for an account of what 
Naaman thought he would be told by
the prophet. Naaman left in .a rage but 
was intercepted by some concerned 
servants. 

Perfect obedience followed. ·Naaman 
dipped himself seven times !n .. the Jor
dan and was healed. A. miracle hap-
pened:. . , . 

The pearl . of the pass~g~ 'is verse 15. 
Note Naaman's testimony: l'Behold now 
I know that there is no God in all the 
earih, -btit in Israel." ·He became con
vinced that the God of Israel was the only 
true 9"od. 

Conclusion: 

Many lessons of value are found in 
the passage. The little maid was a 
positive· influence and ·help. Elisha, 
the · prophet, made himself available 
for service and God used him as a chan
nel of blessing. A conversion occurred. 

Have any of us been instrumental 
lately in bringing someone to · Christ? 
Have we made ourselves available for 
service in Christ's kingdom? · 

Interpreter of the true God 
BY L. ·IL COLEMAN, Ta.»., PASTO.R 

IMMANun Cuu:aCH, PINE BLUFF 

Last week's lesson dealt with Abraham 
and God's. covenant with this man of 
faith, ·. We noted .that the main purpose 
of :the Abrahamic covenant was the giv
ing to the world a Saviour, Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 

If God was to ·become· flesh or hu
manity, then he ·had to·b.e born to some 
individual and family ·or tribe. Christ 
was the seed of Abraham and all Chris
tians are the spiritual ~ns of Abraham. 
Abraham was a channel of blessing. He 
founded a nation, Israel, which was to 
be a light to all nations. 

There is quite a gap between the. story 
of Abraham and the story of Elisha. • He was a great sol<!ier respected ·py hIS 
Following the partiarcbal period (Abra-
ham, Isaac, .Jacob, · Judah and Joseph) 
came the era of Moses and Joshua. 
Moses was the deliverer and lawgiver
of Israel. 

- Joshua was the gr~t military and 
SJ>iritual leader in the conquest of Ca
naan and the settlement of the twelve 
tribes. Following this era came the pe
-rlod of the judges (military command
ers) which was a period of dark ages of 
Israel's history. Then followed the pe
riod of the United Kingdom (Saul, Da
vid and Solomon) . · · 

Elisha lived in the northern kingdom
during the era of the Divided Kingdom. 
He was -the son of Shaphat, dwelt at 
Abelmeholah in the Jordan Valley, and 
belonged to a family of means. Elijah's 
mantle · fell upon Elisha. Elisha's mir
acles occurred at a time when the true 

. Do you mall your 
Arkansas laptist New1ma1a:1ine 

to Cl friend? . 
Did you know that you may sub~ 
scribe f~r that friend for only a few 
cents more thar,· you are now pay
ing postage? Send the name, ad
dress with· -Zip code, and $2.75 
for one year subscription to 

Arkansas laptlst News1ft111C1:1lne 
525 Weat Capitol .lye., 

Little Rock 72101 

Thia leallOD treatment b 'bue4 on die Ufe aM 
Work Curriculum for Southern Bapu.t ~~ 
ee, eop:,ri•ht by The Sanda:, School a.u. e(
the Southen,. Baptiat Convention. .ll1 rislite n-. 
aened. U■ed b:, permimoa. 

religion of Jehovah was engaged in ·a 
mighty struggle with the worshippers of 
Baal. 

Naaman, the man (2 Kings 5: 1) 

Today's lesson concerns the healing 
of Naaman. Elisha was an instrument 
used of God in working a miracle. He 
was a channel of blessing to ·others. 

Naaman was a great national hero--
courageous, popuiaJ: and trustworthf. 

~~trymen. However, Naaman '!as a 
victim of the dreaded, loa~ome disease 
called leprosy. Benea~ the .. success 
story of courage and pop~lan~y was 
the story of tragedy and sorrow. 

Many today are successful in the eyes 
of society but are victims of the leprosy 
of sin. They need Jesus. They need 
eternal salvation found only ·in Christ. 

A maid's influence (2 J{ings 5;2-4).. 
An interesting part of the story in

volved - an insignificant and unnamed 
girl who was a servant of the wife of 
N, aman. Naaman was in a desperate 
situation and was not too arrogant to 
listen to the testimony of the maid. 
Note here the influence of a person 
whose social standing was almost nil 
and whose name is not given. Our in
fluence can count for the kingdom of 
God whoever we may be. 

Naaman's stubbornness (2 Kings 5: S-12) 

Naaman was wise in listening to the 
maid but was stubborn in not completely 
following the advice. Note in verse 5 that 
the king arranged for Naaman to go to 
Israel to get the cure for his leprosy. He 
took with him a great sum of money. 
He took . ten talents of silver, • 6,000 
pieces of gold and ten changes of rai-

. ment. However, money cannot buy a 
cure for leprosy. Naaman went to the 
king of Israel to be cured; this was not 
the correct place for healing. Elisha 
was the prophet who could caU upon · 
the Lord for healing. 

A miracle happened (2 Kings 5: 13-17) 

Finally Naaman reached Elisha. The 
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There's no substitute 
for the state paper 

EVER thought of repla<·ing the tel1.>
phone·.? 

"Absurd," · you reply. And you're 
rhrht. The,·e just isn't any ,·epl&<•ement 
for the telephone. A letter is wonderful, 
but it isn'.t the same as telephoning. 

Eve,· thought of a substitute for you·r 
Jlaptist weekly state paper? 

Perhaps, like the _telephone, you've 
taken it for granted so long· such a 
question doesn't occur to you. It's_ a 
house~old standby you accept as· im
portant and necessary. 
· There isn't ·any subst_itute for your 

Baptist paper. The daily newspaper and 
TV newscast aren't. They are not writ
ten exclusively for Baptists, by Baptist:; 
and about Baptists. 

Sunday School and T('.&ining Union 
quarterlies? Vital. yes, but p1·epared 
months ago for a special use. Hardly a 
so':irce for last minute denominational 
11ews. 
· · Have you counted the change that's 
&.ken . plac~ . in: Baptist weekly papers
iri ·just five or ten years? Mo_dern com
munications have shor~ned deadline 
time from a couple of weeks to a couple 
of days, an~ sometimes, Qnly a couple 
of hours. Baptists can be better in
formed. 

Modern printing methods have. 
brought larger type that's easier to 
read; larger' and clearer pic_tures help 
you grasp the news visually. Cl~ser 
attentiQn to sound principles of news 
.writing assure you of accurate, fli.<'.t
,filled news stories that answer the 
questions you want answered. 

Awareness ot - individual needs has 
added variety. A column on doctrine by 
·an outstanding p.-eacher. A feat~re on 
waterfront missions from a correspond
·ent on the scene. Editorials that tackle 

· current issues in Baptist life-. Cartoons 
that draw ·a laugh while getting across 
a deli('!ate- point. A ~ozen or two new!J 
·stories with datelines next door or half
way around- the world. 

Ever thought of doing without your 
Jlaptist state paper? No more than you 
would of tossing away the telephon1;, 
or yqur automobile. There . is no sub-
81:itute.-Theo Sommerbmp ill Baptist 
PrelUI Senice 

A Smile or 1wo Attendance Report 

June 21, 1970Hold 'er, Rip! Sunday Training Cb. 
Cban:b School Union Addns. 

Then there was the fellow who bumped Alicia 58 58 
Arkadelphia, Shiloh 24 9his head and went into a 20-year coma. BerryviOe

A wakening refreshed and clear-headed Freeman Heights 111 51 
in 1990,· he promptly phoned his broker. Rock Springs 81 50 

Booneville, First 233 206 2With the help of a computer, his broker Camden, First 351 83 
took only a moment to report that his Cherokee Village 80 28 2 

Crossettshares of stock were now worth $8.5 Fin;t 476 132
million! Mt. Olive 180 66 

Dumas, First 186' 21 
El Dorado"Wonderful," exclaimed the man. Caledonia 42 25

"I'm rich!" Ebenezer 149 54 
Forrest City, First 334 88 
Ft. Smith, First 996 303 4At ·which point the telephone operator Gentry, First 242 73 

came on the line and said, '"Your three Hampton, First 137 48 
Harrison, Eagle Heights 175minutes are up. Please deposit .a million 63 
Helena, First 18& 52

dollars." Hope, First 417 147 
Jacksonville 

Bayou Meto 108 69And hurry First 313 137 5 
Marshall Road 303 119 1 

This ad appeared in a paper: "Found: Jonesboro 
Central 376 111 2Lady's purse left in my · car while Nettleton 230 88 1 

parked. Contains papers, $5.00 in change, Lake Hamilton 105 34 .:i 
Little Rocketc. Owner can have same _by describ 24}Geyer Springs 533 6ing property and paying for this ad. If Life Line 443' 186 

owner can explain satisfactorily to my Magnolia, Central 479 178 
Marked Tree, Neiswander !13 60wife how purse got into car, will pay Monroe 59 12

for ad myself." Monticello, Second 214 ' -95 
North Little Rock 

Baring Cross 482 159 2Gag money Southside 29 20 
Calvary 396 190 
Forty-seventh St. 1-54 54 
Highway 124 65"So you gave a fellow $75 to look up Levy . 386 95 2information about your ancestors. What Park Hill 278 156 3 

did he learn? · · Sixteenth St. 52 38 ,. 
Paragould, East Side 280 149 3 
Paris, First 320 78 1

"Plenty! I had to give him another Pine Bluff 
Centennial 179 82 4$75 to keep IJim quiet! " 
East Side 128 91 3 
First .566 154 l 

Green Meadows -62 
• lSecond , 1.63 , 52--About people South Side 580 143 2 

Oppelo 19 19 
Tucker i.I 9William K. Weaver, president of Mo Springdale

bile (Ala.) College, has been elected Berry St. 104 37 

chairman of the Southern Baptist Educa Elmdale 3117 88 
First 408 95tion Commission. St. Charles 69 31 

Van Buren 
First 371 1~3 · 6Earl Guinn, president of Louisiana Jesse Turner Mission 3

College, Pineville, has been elected Chapel 27 
Vandervoort, First 52 26 2president of the Association of Southern Warren

Baptist Colleges and Schools. Other of Immanuel 195 63 
ficers of the association are: Budd · Westside 79 37 

Smith, president of Wingate (N. C.) Col
lege, vice president; ·and H. _I. ~E:ster, re Jewish rulers. The collection covers the 
tired college and seminary offic1al, Lib period of -second century,. B: -C., to sec
erty, Mo., secretary-treasurer. ond century, A. D. 

. . . 
Nolan P. Howinglon, a former pastor S. M. Lockridge, pastor of Calvary 

of First Church, Little .Rock, who bas . Chur.ch, San Diego, Calif., .Negro Baptist 
been pastor of South Knoxville (Tenn.) leader, recently . received the honorary 
Church since 1967, has been named edi- doctor-of-divinity degree from California 
torial ·services staff consultant for the Baptist College, Riverside. 

· Southern· Baptist Sunday School Board's 
Training department. Nashville. He will 
serve as an advisor and consultant on Ben C. Fisher, Raleigh; · N. c;., _bas 
publication content dealing with as been elected to succeed Rabun L. Brant
signed curriculum areas. ley' as executi~e secretary of the Educa

tion Commission of the .Southern Baptist. . . Convention. Brantley retires at the endHarry Denberg, a Jewish businessman of September a·nd Fisher will take up hfs-from New York City, has given Southern new duties on Oct. 1.Seminary, Louisville, a collection of an
cient biblical coins valued at more than Since 1962 Fisher has been executive 
$10,000. Included are select" specimens of secretary for the Council on Cbristian 

. coins issued by Herod; Archelaus, and Higher Education of ·the Baptist State 
• Antipas, as well as numerous other Convention of North Carolina. , 
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Southern Baptist datelines---------
Sunday School editorial secretary 
calls for careful look at materials 

NASHVILLE (BP)-The editorial sec
retary of the Southern Baptist Sunday
School Board shortly after the Southern 
Baptist Convention in Denver, issued a 
statement asking all the board's edi
torial workers to re-examine manu
scripts and proofs of materials they are 
producing for possible modification. 

Howard P. Colson, the board's top of
ficial dealing with editorial services, is~ 
sued the statement "because our rela
tionships with some of our constituents 
are, very frankly, in considerable jeop-

. ardy." 
Colson made the stat~ments in a meet

ing of the board's editorial workers just 
following the convention, which voted by 
a five to two margin to ask the board to 
recall and rewrite its Broadman Bible 
Commentary to emphasize the conserva
tive viewpoint. 

The editorial secretary did not, how
ever, mention the commentary action 
in his speech, putting his remarks in 
terms that apply to curricuium publica
tions produced :tiy the board. 

"Whatever else may be said, the Den
ver convention was a significant demon
stration of the fact that within our con
stituency there is a sizable group of per
sons who are expressing unhappiness 
with some of the things they have been 
finding in our curriculum publications," 
Colson said. . 

"The next several months will likely
be crucial for the Sunday School Board's 
relationship to its constituency," he 
said. Colson added that some will be ex
amining every publication that comes 
from the board to see if it contains 
things with which th~y disagree . . 

"It • seems to me, therefore, that in 
this tense situation, we stand in great 

• need of seeking the special wisdom 
which only the Holy Spirit can give us, 
in order that we may do all of our edi
toria"1 work in a way that ,will heal and 
help rather than divide and hurt," Col
son said. 

The editorial secretary stated that he 
.strongly felt .manuscripts for the first 
quarter curriculum studies of 1971 should 
be re-exaniined for possible modification, 
but he did not order the editorial work
ers to do so. 

He pointeq out that it was too late to 
change anything in the October-Decem
ber curriculum materials for 1970, and 
almost too late to modify anything in 
the January-March, 1971, periodicals. 
He added there was time to "give fresh 
attention" to the April-June, 1971, ma
terials "lest they...would hurt rather 
than help the cause of reasonable de
nominational harmony.", 

Colson summarized his appeal: "It is 
of the utmost importance, in all planning, 
writing and editing of program and cur-
riculum materials, for us to see to it 
that prominent emphasis is given to the 
great evangelical realities of our com-
mon Baptist faith, and to make sure that 
these realities are presented clearly, · 
unequivocally, unapologetically, and 
with genuine spiritual compassion and 
warmth." · 

He warned against "a cold and super-
cilious intellectual approach," adding 
quickly that he was not suggesting that 
editors should abandon ''respectable 
scholarship and fall into that insidious 
anti-intellectualism which is hindering 
genuine Kingdom advance in many
quarters today. 

, , . 
We _must contm1;1e our effo~s ~ _be

sound m scholarship, thus mamtam1ng 
our intellectual integrity; but let us 
avoid like the plague that purely de-
tacbed and indifferent intellectualism 
which has lost the warmth of love...," 
be declared. 

· "As I see it, we writers and editors 
can afford to be somewhat less intellec
tual, a good deal more warmly spiritual 
and compassionate than has sometimes 
been the case," Colson- said. " ...A cold 
and supercilious intellectual approach 
. . .could at this critical time in pur 
history be utterly ruinous." 

Colson said be also bad a word "about 
the manner in which · other-than-tradi
tional views of Scripture and similar 
matters should be present~ in our lit
erature." ijere is how be put it: 

I 

"Whenever we present a non-tradition
al view-and we should never go out of 
our way to do so-Jet us be sure that we 
give due recognition to the traditional 
view as well. We must never make light 
of it · 

"We must never shut any reader up 
in a comer as if we were trying to 
make him feel that the untraditional 
view is the only possible option for an 
intelligent mind," Colson continued. "Let 
us not look down on anyone for holding 
a traditional view. Let us honestly re
spect him and bis feelings even when 
we think bis view is a mistaken one. He 
bas a right to it; and we cannot help 
him by writing him off as stupid." 

Colson stressed that Baptists who have 
expressed unhappiness with the board's 
materials "are our Christian brothers 
and sisters" arid should not be treated 
with contempt. 

Urging understanding and sympathy 
for the viewpoints of such _person, Col-

son asked that the board's editorial 
workers "identify with them in our ma
terials wherever we can. 

, 
"Let us remember that the world these 

people live in is a ternoly confused, 
frustrated, fearful, insecure and beaten 
world. And let us realize that it is by 
the warm-hearted rather tb~n by the 
sophisticated brain that we are likely to 
do our people as a whole the most good. 

"The Denver convention," be con-
tinued, "revealed that our poard's pub
lications can l>e a divisive influence in 
our denominational life. In view of this 
so.Iemn and sobering realization, let us 
resolve, · by the help of Christ's spirit, 
to make our publications not only one 
of the greatest educative . influences,. 
but also one of the most unifying and 
. upbuilding influences in our Soutbem 
Baptist fellowship." 

. · - . . . . 
The ed1tonal secretary admitted 1t 

wo1;1ld not be easy to do, but add~ be 
believed the board could approxunate 
the ~de~l. ""If not," be said, "we owght 
to die m an atte~pt to do so. 

''The one hope -of the unification of our 
people througft our printed materials 
lies in our seeing to it that the mate
rials unmistakable identify with the com
mon experiences of Christian believers 
through a clear and repeated emphasis · 
on the great, evangelical realities, and 
through the warm-hearted, loving man
ner in "'.hicb these great realities are 
presented," be observed. 

Colson listed some of the doctrinal be
liefs that bold Southern Baptists togeth
er as: "our common faith in Jesus Christ 
as divine Lord and Savior: the world's 

(See MATERIAl.8 of page 16) 
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