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How It’'s Done—Youth from Nettleton Church, Jonesboro, and their leader, David

Warren, learned bow their Sunday School lessons are published from Richard Barnes
(left), youth curriculum design editor, during a recent visit to the Baptist Sunday School

Board in Nashville.

GOOD NEWS/ s

The Doxology
Comes First
1 Peter 1:3-5

Worship leaders have their idiosyn-
crasies. One lay music leader insisted on
beginning each 11 o'clock Sunday worship
with the ‘‘Doxology.” His reasoning was,
‘“We must begin the service in praise to
God."”

Peter began his letter with a doxology.
Peter praised God as the Father of the in-
carnate Son. Let us notice some reasons to
praise the Lord.

Praise the Lord for entrance into bis
Jamily—'"We have been born anew"’ (1:3,
RSV). God takes the initiative to get new
family members. Christians owe God
everything for getting into his family.

Peter’s life had been changed by the risen
Christ. The words “‘born anew’' mean a
decisive life transformation. Peter praised
God because he was a new man.

The ground for entrance into God's fami-
ly is the resurrection of Jesus Christ. A liv-
ing Christ makes new people, and he gives
the basis of assurance for life beyond the
grave.

Praise the Lord for the family
inberitance—Peter used descriptive words
for the Christian's inheritance: ‘‘im-
perishable, undefiled, and unfading'’ (1:4,
RSV). Worldly inheritances are subject to
destruction, defilement from the outside,
or decay from within. The word translated

“inheritance’’ was the Old Testament
phor of the lites' p ion of

Canaan. That inheritance was earthly. The

Christian inheritance is eternal.

Christians enjoy God's inheritance now
and in the future. The indwelling Holy
Spirit is the first installment. The Holy
Spirit is the guarantee of more to come.

Praise the Lord for family security—
God guards his children by his great power.
The word Peter used for “‘guarded” in 1:5
was a military word. It has the picture of
God's standing sentinel over all our days.
Security of God's people depends on God,
not his people.

God secures his salvation—"‘for a salva-
tion ready to be revealed in the last time""
(1:5, RSV). Salvation in the New Testament
was used to describe a person’s initial con-
version, to the process of getting to the
finished product, or to the consumation of
salvation in heaven. The latter meaning was
in Peter’s mind. God will protect the
believer from the initial experience unto
the consumation at death or the Lord's
return.

Peter gave the doxology first. Before he
talked about the sufferings of believers, he
praised God for his blessings. Maybe this
is a healthy attitude adjustment. Sing the
“‘Doxology'’ before you sing ‘‘Trials Dark
on Every Hand."

Adapted from ““Proclalm,”* April-June 1981. Copyright
1981 The Sunday School Board of the Southern Baptist
Conventlon. All rights reserved. Used by permission. For
subscription Information, write to Material Services
Dept., 127 Niath Ave. North, Nashville, TN 37234.
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EDITOR’S PAGE

Christians in Politics

J. EVERETT SNEED

Most Baptists would readily agree that
they believe in the doctrine of “'separation
of church and state.”” Today, however, there
are a variety of definitions being set forth.
Individually separation of church and state
means that each person is free to worship,
or not worship, God according to the dic-
tates of his own conscience. It also means
that the tax money paid by an individual
to the government will not be used to pro-
pagate or to oppose any religious view.

Institutionally separation of church and
state means that the church shall in no way
exercise authority over the state or the state
over the church. Entanglement of church
and state has always produced tragic
results. Our Baptist forefathers fought, bled
and died to achieve separation of church
and state. If we are to maintain our freedom
we too must maintain this vigil.

One of the primary reasons individuals
originally came to America was to receive
religious freedom. Yet, in many of the col-
onies freedom existed only for those who
held to one particular religious perspective.
For example, on July, 19, 1651, John Clark,
pastor of the Newport Baptist Church,
Newport, Mass.,along with Obadiah
Holmes and John Crandall came to the
home of William Whitter in Lynn, Mass.
Because they were worshipping in a way
that was not prescribed by the colony, they
were arrested and brought to public trial
on July 31, 1651 in Boston, Mass.

Baptists and others offered to pay the
fines of these gentlemen. Obadiah Holmes
steadfastly refused to allow his fine to be
paid. He was publicly whipped receiving
30 strikes. For several weeks Holmes could
only lie on his knees and elbows. This
event, however, dramatically impacted the
colonies and paved the way for separation
of church and state.

One of the forces which tends to under-
mine separation of church and state is aid
to parochial schools. Currently there are
many who want tax dollars to support
private schools which teach religion. Tax
support of parochial schools would mean
that Baptists would be paying for the
religious training of other denominations.
Conversely, it would mean that we would
be paying for non-Christian training. A
Buddhist, for example, would be entitled
to the same government aid for his school
as would any Christian group.

‘Tuition tax credits are merely a disguise

September 7, 1989

method of supporting sectarian schools.
Since 90 percent of all the private primary
and secondary schools are church related,
the benefits of tuition tax credits are clear.
Tuition tax credits have already been
judged unconstitutional, but some are hop-
ing that a way can be found to circumvent
the Supreme Court’s decision or that the
Supreme Court itself will reverse its deci-
sion. Such action would drastically under-
mine separation of church and state.
Tuition tax credits primarily benefit
those families who are in the upper income
bracket. A few years ago the Congressional
Budget Office (CBO) reported that approx-
imately 60 percent of the benefits for tui-
tion tax credits would go to students from
families with incomes well above the na-
tional median. In other words, it is welfare
for the wealthy. It is clear and simple

discrimination.

Some argue that, without tuition tax
credits, families which send their children
to parochial schools are receiving double
taxation. This simply is not true. Every
family has the right to send its children to
a public school. Certainly, every family
should have the privilege of sending its
children to a private school if they can af-
ford it. If parents who send their children
to parochial schools are double taxed, then
parents or single individuals who have no
children should not pay educational taxes.
The truth is, every citizen has a respon-
sibility to assist in providing an opportuni-
ty for every individual to receive a proper
education.

Tuition tax credits are not even a good
idea for parochial schools. Obviously if
federal money is provided to a private sec-
tarian school, there must inevitably be an
increase of federal regulations on such
schools. Before the credit (money) could
be given to the individual for tuition, the
federal government would be required to
judge whether the student’s school was
worthy of receiving the credits. Eventual-
ly the federal government must set the stan-
dards or criteria for qualifying schools.

Recently, Sen. Mark Hatfield, an Oregon
Republican and a Baptist, clearly sum-
marized the status that has existed and
should continue to exist regarding separa-
tion of church and state. He said, America
is not a Christian nation. It was never
organized to be a Christian nation. . . we
are a pluralistic nation."

Obviously, it is essential for Christians to
play a vital role in government. But the role
of Christians in politics must be played as
individuals rather than as a church or a
government structure.

Arkansas
Baptist

VOLUME 88

J. Everett Snced, Ph.D.
Mark Kelly .....

Erwin L. McDonald, Litt. D. ..

NUMBER 29
Editor
. Managing Editor

Editor Emeritus

Photos submitted for publication will be returned only when
accompanied by a stamped, self-addressed envelope. Only
black and white photos can be used

Coples by mail 50 cents cach

Deaths of members of Arkansas churches will be reported
in bricf form when information is received not later than 14
days after the date of death.

Advertising accepted in writing only. Rates on request
Opinlons expressed in signed articles are those of the writer.
Member of the Southern Baptist Press Association.

The Arkansas Baptist (ISSN l(\-lo-ésl)é)hpublm\«lw y,
except Easter, he first week oromm

Arkansas Baptist Inc. Board of
Lane Strother. Mountain Home, president; Jimmy Anderson.
Leachville; Joanne Caldwell, Texarkana; Nelson Wilhelm.
Waldron; Bert Thomas, Searcy; Lyndon Finney, Little Rock.
Phelan Boone, El Dorado; Harold Gateley, Fayetteville, and Don
Heuer, Batesville.

Letters to the editor are invited. Letters should be typed
doublespace and may not contain more than 350 words. Let
ters must be signed and marked *'for publication.” A complete
policy statement is available on request

and Christmas, by the o) s:pun Newsmagazine,
GO1-A W. Capitol, Little Rock, AR 72201. Subscription =
are $6.99 per year (individual), $5.52 per year (Every Resi-
dent Family Plan), 36.12 per year (Group Plan). Foreign ad-
dress rates on request. Sccond class postage paid at Little
Rock, Ark.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Arkansas Bap-
tist, P. O. Box 552, Little Rock, AR 72203. (376-4791)

Page 3



““SPEAK UP:

DON MOORE

You’ll Be Glad
To Know

I have more en-
couraging messages
than space and edi-
tions will allow. Let
me share several this
time, instead of my
usual one.

First, I was so
blessed to be with
Ted Keen of Wilmar recently. After
preaching for him, we shared lunch
together with the Raymond Taylor family.
In getting acquainted, I asked Brother Keen
to tell me about his spiritual background.
He told me with great enthusiasm that
George Sims, BSU director at U of A at
Monticello, had taken him to Student Week
at Glorieta several years ago. While there
he accepted Christ into his life. The follow-
ing night he surrendered to the call to
preach. It seems that he and the Lord must
have had a hot line during that 24-hour
period.

Second, let me tell you that a national
publication recently carried the statement
of a Little Rock bank vice-president. It was
to the effect that he began developing his
management skills as an officer in the BSU.

Let me urge every parent, grandparent,
pastor, deacon, Sunday School teacher, or
friend of a young person going off to col-
lege this fall—use every influence at your
disposal to see that he or she becomes in-
volved in Baptist Student Union. This is
yolir best hope that they will find the Lord
or go on with the Lord if they are already
believers.

Third, let me tell you that more than 250
Southern Baptist churches are involved in
some way with the Billy Graham Crusade.
God bless you for seizing the opportunity
to be engaged in this historic event. I wish
we had 500 of our churches involved. Two
things are crucial as the time draws near.
While more ushers, counselors, and choir
members are needed, the greatest need is
for prayer and for each of us to be making
plans to have lost people at the crusade.
How we need revival! Divided churches,
declining churches, crime-filled streets,
characterless conduct, and a ple: -

Woman’s Viewpoint

ANN EDRINGTON MOORE

Five years ago my life
changed completely. My
husband of 36 years was
killed in the crash of our
airplane. He was my com-
panion, my best friend,
business partner in our far-
ming operation, and father
of our three grown
children.

My adjustment to
widowhood may have
been different to that of
many, but perhaps my ex-
perience may help others
who are facing life without
their mate.

First, realizing that God
would sustain and guide
me through the difficult
times gave me strength and
courage. This, coupled
with tremendous support
from my family, with
whom I am very close, and
dear friends enabled me to
continue living normally.

Family and friends can
do just so much in assisting
the widow in her new life,

Single Again

however. I found that the
best way to avoid self-pity
was to involve myself in ac-
tivities. . . those at church,
with my family and in the
community.

Shortly after I became
single again I agreed to
teach a class for singles;
joined the choir; served on
a pastoral search commit-
tee and became known as

“‘the flower lady™ at our
church.
Family-wise, I devoted

more time to my elderly
parents and mother-in-law,
babysat with grandchildren
and visited relatives.

1 enrolled in some
courses at the community
college, attended a week-

day Bible study group and
became more active in the
Cancer Society and
women’s groups that I did
not have time for before.

It was very therapeutic
for me to write personal
notes of thanks. Reading
the Bible and books and ar-
ticles on bereavement was
helpful; I highly recom-
mend it. Realizing that
others have conquered the
pangs of grief is reassuring.

It helped to have people
mention my late spouse. It
hurt when, thinking to
save me pain, they acted as
if he never existed.

By leaning heavily on
God, keeping as busy as
possible for as long as
possible and forgetting self,
true peace as a ‘‘single
again'’ can be found.

Ann Moore, widow of
John A. Edrington, is now
married to Mitchell Moore,
an attorney. She is an active
member of First Church in
Osceola.

HiiB

HOMEMISSION BOARD.SBC

$7,500,000
Series E Church Loan
Collateralized Bonds

Proceeds from the sale of the Bonds, along with other available funds of Home Mission Board,
will be used to make direct loans to Baptist churches affiliated with the Southern Bapusl
Convention for the financing of sites and the construction of hwldlngs in keeping with the

Bold Mission Thrust

of the

Baptist C

Interest on the Bonds will be payable semi-annually. The Bonds will be offered with maturity
dates varying from twelve months to fifteen years and the interest rate will vary from 8.5%
to 11% depending upon the maturity date as set forth in the Prospectus. Minimum purchase

is $500.

Copies of the Prospectus may be obtained by calling or writing the Home Mission Board.

Home Mission Board, SBC; Attn: Church Loans Division; 1350 Spring St., NW;
Atlanta, GA 30367; 1-800-HMB-BOND

crazed society cry out for heaven's mighty
intervention. Let's work and pray that we
may be a part of the solution—a part of real
revival.

Don Moore is executive director of the
Arkansas Baptist State Convention.
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Address

City, State, Zip
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FAITH AT WORK

JERICHO

Firsthand Experience

by Tim Yarbrough
Brotherhood Commission

GLORIETA, N.M.—A few months ago,
Rachel and Lydia Farmer of North Little
Rock read about Zeda, the daughter of
Kenya missionaries. Recently they met
Zeda in person at Jericho: A Southern Bap-
tist Missions Fair, at the Glorieta Baptist
Conference Center.

““They're really excited about that,"" said
Betty Farmer, their mother, who is a
member of Amboy Church where her hus-
band, Lloyd Farmer, is pastor. “'They're get-
ting firsthand experience with things we've
been talking about and studying about in
church.”

The variety of topics presented at Jericho
made it an excellent resource for people
wanting to know more about Southern
Baptist missions involvement, Mrs. Farmer
said.

‘I think they're presenting enough dif-
ferent things that no matter who is here,
they can learn something,” she said.

June Whitlow, associate executive direc-
tor of the Woman's Missionary Union and
chairman of the Jericho planning commit-
tee, said more than 1,400 people attended
Jericho, which was the first joint missions
education week presented cooperatively by

the Brotherhood Commission, Woman's
Missionary Union, Sunday School Board,
Foreign Mission Board, and Home Mission
Board.

Whitlow said Jericho allowed people to
experience many aspects of Southern Bap-
tist missions involvement. One such event,
Air Jericho, gave participants a chance to
see how other people throughout the
world live, she said.

More than 75 home and foreign mis-
sionaries were on hand at Jericho to talk
with people and relate their experiences,
Whitlow said.

A colorful and festive missions fair held
July 31 allowed participants to visit and
pick up informational materials at booths
set up by the Brotherhood Commission,
Sunday School Board, Home Mission
Board, Foreign Mission Board, and
Woman's Missionary Union, as well as the
six Southern Baptist seminaries and other
organizations. The fair was highlighted by
a special meal prepared and served by
Southern Baptist disaster relief units from
Oklahoma, Texas, and Missouri.

Jericho also featured dozens of con-
ferences with subjects ranging from *'Cults
of the World” to "'Discovering Your
Spiritual Gifts.”

5702 West 121h Streel ® Liltle Rock, Arkansas 72204

Marion First Baptist Church

96 Military Road * Marion, AR 72364 * 501-739-3944

Betty Farmer (right) and ber daughters
watchk one of the activities at Jericho.

A SMILE OR TWO

Things have changed. Taiwan is building
cars, and the United States is making
trinkets to put in Cracker Jack boxes.

When we give our rights to God, he can
manage them a lot better than we can.
—Dr. Michael Claunch

Ken Newberry

Boyd Pro Sound
5702 W. 12th St.
Little Rock, AR 72204

Dear Ken,

service specified in your bid.

you first.

| just wanted to thank you for the good job and service you gave us during installation of
our new sound equipment. | am very pleased with the price and performance of the en-
tire system. Your price was much better than any other bid we received, yet the
ment you proposed and installed was far superior to anything else others tried to sell us.
| was impresed not only with your knowledge of the field, but by the care with which you
installed it. | was struck by the fact that you wanted it to be as perfect as | did.

Finally, | was concerned that we might not receive the same kind of service since we
are so far away from Little Rock, but you answered that with your painstaking attention
to detail and Xour crew's willingness o go the extra mile. They actually went beyond the

1 look forward to using our system for years. Should we ever expand or rebuild, I'll call

July 25, 1989

equip-

In Christ,

Hershael W. York
Pastor

Wax And
Historical
Museum

—Special Church Group Rates—
417-334-4145
* Over 200 Wax Figures
(100 of the life of Christ)
* Antique Cars
* 1,000 Ft. Continuous Shows
* Indian Relics
* Antiques From All Periods
* Large Gift and Souvenir Shop
* Homemade Butter Fudge

W. Hwy. 76, Branson  Open Daily

September 7, 1989
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YOUTH IN CRISIS: Last of a Six-Part Series

The Toughest Choice

by Mark Kelly
Managing Editor, Arkansas Baptist

She bad been crying. Her reddened eyes
told bim that. And once bis office door
was closed, she broke down again, sob-
bing uncontrollably. He put a comforting
arm around ber shoulders and waited un-
til she regained ber composure.

It was an all-too-familiar story.

She was just sixteen, pretty and popular
with the other kids in the church youth
group. It bad caused quite a stir when the
captain of the football team asked ber to
8o steady. He was a senior, good looking
and muscular. He could have bis pick of
any girl in school, and be had dated all
the prettiest ones.

They bad dated for several weeks, and
be was the perfect gentleman. Kind.
Thoughtful. Considerate. Then one night
be told ber be loved ber and be asked ber
to bave sex with bim to show that she lov-
ed bim too. Touched by bis sincerity, and
moved by ber own feelings for bim, she
agreed.

They began baving regular relation-
ships. Sometimes they met at his house
before bis parents got home from work. At
other times they parked his car on a dark
country lane. He was always gentle and
assured ber of bis love.

Then be began to act strangely.
Sometimes be seemed distant, sometimes
angry. They began seeing each other less
JSrequently. When they were togetber, they
often argued, and they made up by cut-
ting classes and going to bis house in the
middle of the day.

That morning, be had met bher on the
way to school. He jumped out of bis car
and ran across the street, stopping ber on
the sidewalk. ‘I want my class ring back,”
be said bluntly. "‘It's over between us.”’ He
wouldn't even look ber in the eye, but kept
glancing off toward bis car, where another
girl was waiting for bim.

“I just don't understand it,"” she said.
““He said be loved me. Now he doesn't
want me anymore. What's wrong with
me? What did I do wrong?"’

When it comes to putting pressure on a
7 nothing comp to sexual
challenges. Drugs and alcohol can be
avoided. Pornography can be refused.
Suicide claims only a few by comparison.
But every teen has to deal with emerging
sexuality, both his own and that of his
peers.
When a national magazine asked teens
in 1986 to name the biggest problem they
faced, sexual pressures outranked drug
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abuse, alcoholism, and suicide.

And the statistics bear out their
testimony. A 1981 study showed that, by
age 20, 81 percent of unmarried males and
60 percent of unmarried females have
engaged in sexual intercourse. Of the 1
miilion teen pregnancies recorded each
year in the United States, about half result
in abortions. And numbers cannot begin to
account for the agony of teens wracked by
pain, guilt, and disillusionment from bad
pre-marital sexual choices.

““Teenagers used to lie about being in
volved sexually,” observes
Arliss Dickerson, director
of the Baptist Student
Union at Arkansas State
University in Jonesboro.
“They denied being in-
volved because there was
a stigma attached to pre-
marital sex. They still lie
about it, but now they lie
about not having sex. Pre-
marital sexual activity is
so common that the
stigma is on virginity."”

Shaking his head in
amazement, he muses:
“When I started out in
student ministry 20 years
ago, we talked with the
young people about
dating. Now we are deal-
ing with sexuality.”

There has indeed been
a revolution in America’s
sexual attitudes, and not
just among the youth. A
1969 Gallup poll found 68
percent of all adults
believed pre-marital sex
was wrong. By 1985, a
Roper study could con-
clude that 61 percent find
it acceptable. Current
studies find as many as
three out of four teenagers
say they would live with
someone before or in-
stead of marriage.

That revolution is reflected in — and fed
by — American media, says youth com-
municator Josh McDowell.

McDowell, who is the author of How to
Help Your Child Say ‘No' to Sexual
Pressure (Word Books, 1987), says: “‘The
inescapable fact is that both the media and
our entire society are saturated with sex."
He points to a wide range of influences —
television, movies, videos, magazines,
advertising — which carry a common

theme: “'If it feels good, do it; there are no
negative consequences to pre-marital or
extra-marital sex.”" By the time a young per-
son is 21, he has seen 90,000 sexually-
oriented scenes, the majority of which
favorably portray sex outside of marriage,
says McDowell

In addition to the world’s invitation to
equate “‘love” with “'sex,” McDowell lists
other factors which make it difficult for
teenagers to refuse opportunities for pre-
marital sex:

— Physical and emotional changes.
Children enter puberty at a time when they
are emotionally immature and ill-prepared
to handle the power of “‘raging hormones,”
McDowell says. That emotional immaturi-

Photo lllustration / Jim Veneman
. »

ty is compounded by the fact young peo-
ple are increasingly isolated from adult
family members.

— Expanding adolescence. While puber-
ty sets in earlier today than in previous
generations, marriage is being delayed
longer. Thus the gap is increased between

the onset of sexual drives and their
legitimate outlet in marriage.

— Peer pressure. Teenagers who are not
finding affirmation and acceptance at
home seek it more eagerly from their peers,

ARKANSAS BAPTIST NEWSMAGAZINE



who are caught up in a culture which
makes virginity an embarrassment

And McDowell says the list of reasons
teens give for having sex is almost endless:

"It feels good.™”

“I'm getting pressure from my girlfriend,
and I don’t want to lose her.”

“I've done it once already.
matter if I do it again.”

“All my friends have done it. They want
to know when I will. I might as well get
it over with."

“1 did it to get back at my parents.”

“I wondered what it would be like.”

1 did it to make him love me.”

“A lot of good teens just simply make
bad choices when they first encounter sex-
ual opportunities,”” observes Dickerson.
“Then suddenly they may be facing a con-
sequence they never expected, a pregnan-
cy or a sexually-transmitted disease.

“'On top of that, they may be over-
whelmed by guilt because they knew it
was wrong to begin with. And then they
find that sex has become the focus of their
relationship and they have quit com-
municating and things are falling apart.
They may feel trapped in the relationship
because of guilt. And a bad teenage sexual
experience makes a poor foundation for
marriage later on.

“I tell my students all these problems
come up because they are settling for
bologna instead of waiting for steak.”

Dickerson says parents and other con-
cerned adults can take several steps to help
young people successfully confront pre-
marital sexual pressures.

“In the first place, we can give teenagers
good reasons to wait for sex until mar-
riage,’’ says Dickerson. ‘“Too many times
we emphasize fear elements in an effort to
keep young people from sexual involve-
ment, but if pre-marital sex is wrong, then
there are good reasons why it is wrong.
‘Because I say so' just isn't enough.”

McDowell's book focuses at great length
on such reasons. In one chapter he advises
abstaining from pre-marital sex for reasons
which are:

— Physical, including the possibility of
disease, pregnancy, and sexual addiction.

— Emotional, such as preventing stress,
guilt, and negative feelings about sex.

— Relational, when sex dominates and
destroys a relationship or when a partner
begins to make comparisons with a
previous partner.

— Spiritual, protecting the young person
from the guilt which breaks fellowship
with God, from sinning against th, lves,

It doesn't

Christian values, teaching about sex, and
setting dating standards.

Another way Dickerson says concerned
adults can help teens cope with sexual
pressures is by reinforcing the young per-
son's self-esteem.

‘“Teenagers need a strong sense of who
they are’” he says. ‘‘Many times they
become involved in things because of peer
pressure, and the power of peer pressure
lies in the young person’s need to be ac-
cepted. If a teenager feels good about who
he is, he doesn't have any need to prove
to others that he is OK."”

Parents and others also can help teens by
encouraging them to think ahead and make
decisions about sexual standards, Dicker-
son says.

““Teens need to be encouraged to think
the issue out before they have to face a
choice," he says. *'They need to know what
they believe is right and wrong and what
they should do and not do. When they are
actually faced with the situation and emo-
tions are running high, it's not a good time
to be making decisions about what they are
going to do."

Dickerson encourages parents and other
adults to take advantage of the negative sex-
ual examples so common in the mass
media. He points out that those situations
can be used to raise a question about pro-
per sexual behavior and spark a discussion
in which both facts and feelings can be
shared.

In addition, parents can provide solid
material which provides good information
about sex. ‘‘Curiosity is one of the main
reasons young people get involved in sex
to begin with,”" he observes.

But the single most important contribu-
tion to a young person’s ability to resist sex-
ual pressures must be made by parents, says
McDowell.

“The number one contributing factor""
in teenage sexual activity is “‘adolescent
alienation brought on by parental inatten-
tiveness,”" he charges. ‘'Most young people
who get involved in pre-marital sex aren't
really looking for sex per se," he writes.
*“They want intimacy — communication,
dialogue, to love and give love, to unders-
tand and be understood.”

Acceptance, appreciation, availability, af-
fection, and accountability between parent
and child will strengthen a relationship,
McDowell observes. “‘As parents provide
the proper emotional, spiritual, and
psychological stability for their child in a
loving relationship, closeness will increase
and te: ion to seek inti y through

and from damaging a witness to others.
In addition, McDowell offers chapters on

modeling 2 proper context for sex, creating

an atmosphere of forgiveness, instilling
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sexual involvement will decrease,” he says.
““If you want to insulate your child from

sexual pressures, develop a close, open rela-

tionship of mutual respect and love."”

Getting your
Iif'l'luj_'vlhvl‘
can be puzzling.

The New Hope Institute at Doctors
Hospital offers comprehensive programs
that address the spiritual, physical and
psychological needs of adults with emotional
and personality disorders

If problems are breaking your life
apart, we can help. Call New Hope Institute
today at 663-HOPE or 1-800-343-6571

But now

there’s New Hope.

7, New Hope Institute
/ATAUA A Doctors Hospital
\ I’ }) 6101 West Capitol Avenue
N5 Liutle Rock. Arkansas 72205

Pregnant & Confused?

For a choice
you can live
with, call

664-5729

Bethany
Christian
Services

1100 N. University
Little Rock, Ark.

1-800-336-4425

New Life

Counseling

Christ-Centered Counseling
+ Marriage and Family
» Child/Adolescent Stress
+ Depression or Anxiety
»» Psychological Evaluations
Dennis Kellar, M.S.
Larry Henderson, D.Min.
Marlin Howe, D.Min.
1501 N. University  Suite 910
Little Rock, AR 72212
501-664-3010
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The following is a partial list of
materials and organizations addressing
the teenage pre-marital sexual choices
issue. The list is not intended to be com-
prehensive, nor does it constitute an en-
dorsement by the Arkansas Baptist.

Ministry with Youth in Crisis
Richard Ross and Judi Hayes, compilers
Convention Press, Nashville, 1988

24-Hour Counselor
Baptist Sunday School Board
Nashville, Tenn.

How to Help Your Child Say ‘No
to Sexual Pressure

Josh McDowell

Word Books, Waco, 1987

Next Time I Fall in Love
Chap Clark

Zondervan, Grand Rapids, 1987
Bethany Christian Servcies
501-664-5729

1-800-336-4425 (Ark. only)

A non-profit organization located in the
Little Rock area which offers alternative
living arrangements for unwed mothers.
Adoption services provided, as well as
pregnancy and abortion counseling from
a Christian perspective

Florence Crittenten Home
501-663-3129

A non-profit residential facility for un-
wed mothers located in the Little Rock
area. Provides comprehensive treatment-
oriented services: counseling, pre-natal
and nutritional care, adoption counsel-
ing, accredited schooling, and classes on
self-care and home management.

GAIN Early Intervention Program
Family Service Agency

501-758-1516

Private, non-profit organization offering
counseling and educational services to
strengthen and enrich family life in
Pulaski, Prairie, Lonoke, and Saline coun-
ties. GAIN is a family educational series
providing drug and alcohol information
to lower the risk of abuse. Will lead
workshop locally or train instructors at
no charge. Available in other counties;
call 501-682-6660 for information.

Minirth-Meier-Rice Clinic
501-225-0576

An outpatient clinic providing Christian
medical and psychiatric counseling and
therapy. Programs for individual and
family counseling, group therapy, as well
as educational programs and resources.

Teenage Sexual Choices Resources

New Hope Institute

501-663-4673; 1-800-343-6571

A 28-bed inpatient Christian psychiatric
program located at Doctor's Hospital in
Little Rock. Adolescents treated on an
outpatient basis or through other
facilities. Evaluation and referral for
hospital care and outpatient services.

New Life Counseling Service
501-664-3010

A private mental health group providing
outpatient counseling and crisis interven-
tion. Christian program for individual
and family counseling and group therapy.

Teen Challenge

501-624-2446

A private, non-profit program for persons
with ‘‘life-controlling problems."
Fourteen-month intensive discipleship
process directed toward applying biblical
principles to problem areas. *‘Turning
Point™" program trains leaders to use prin-
ciples in congregation.

Turning Point

501-370-1360

A behavioral unit located at Children's
Hospital in Little Rock. Providing short-
term inpatient care, followed by continu-
ing outpatient care. Free assessment and
recommendation offered 24 hours a day.

_Social Workers

_A Home residence program
_Professional medical care

_Vocational & Accredited Education
For Help Contact:

HELP FOR UNWED PREGNANCY
_Meals planned by nutritionist
_Available whether you want to

keep your baby or place it for

Little Rock, Arkansas

Serving all of Arkansas since 1903
Hopeline

1-800-522-6630 or
We Bring Hope to Life

adoption.
FLORENCE CRITTENTON HOME

663-3129

That's YOUR choice

AUTHORS WANTED BY
NEW YORK PUBLISHER

Leading subsidy book publisher seeks manuscripts

of all types: fiction, non-fiction, poetry, scholarl

and juvenile works. etc. New authors ‘welcomed.
for free. il

Vantage Press.

strated 40-page brochure H-101
6W.34St., New York, N.Y. 10001

PASTOR. .. Philippians: Joy in Jesus.

20 me;gggnspi:pgs%w Your kind of illustra-
tions. 3 aylor reprint of Moody Press
original. pap 40% discount. PPD $4.95.
(Brochure on Revelallon etc.)
INSPIRATIONAL BOOKS

cl/o FBC Box 1234

Big Wells, TX 78830
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BERYL CENTENNIAL

‘Our Future is Bright’

by J. Everett Sneed
Editor, Arkansas Baptist

The Beryl Church, Vilonia, held its
Centennial Aug. 11-13. Speakers for the oc-
casion included Don Moore, executive
director-treasurer of the Arkansas Baptist
State Convention; Clifford Rice, evangelist,
Campbell, Missouri; Lee Lawson, director
of missions for Faulkner Association; and
Demon Shook, pastor of the Champion
Forrest Church, Houston, Texas. On Sun-
day morning, Aug. 13, there were 155 in
Sunday School and 251 attended the wor-
ship service

In a special service preceding the mor-
ning worship, Pastor Gray Pridmore in-
troduced former pastors and their wives.
Among those who spoke were A. Pickens
Barker who served as pastor from 1964 to
1966, J. A. Measel who served as pastor
from 1967 to 1976 and is currently a
member of the church, and Mrs. Gene
Smith whose husband served as pastor
from 1957 to 1961. Mrs. Smith's husband
is deceased.

Also recognized was Mrs. Roe Beard.
Both she and her husband were baptized
at the Beryl Church and Beard was ordain-
ed to the ministry by the congregation.
They served as missionaries to the
Oklahoma Indians for 43 years.

The Sunday morning message by Dr.
Shook was taken from Matthew 5:13-16. He
emphasized the portrait of Christ, the pur-

pose of Christ and the plan of Christ. He
said, “‘Christians are to make a difference
where they live. This can be done by fin-
ding some folks who are without Christ
and doing all that you can to influence
them to accept him as Savior. We are to be
obedient to God all day every day.”’

The Beryl Church was organized on Aug.
25, 1889. The 31 charter members elected
J.G. Melton as pastor. The congregation had
preaching services on the 4th Saturday and
Sunday of each month.

The church was organized in a school
building just south of the New Liberty
Cemetery. The congregation continued to
meet in that building until 1913.

In 1913, a landmark faction split was
finalized and 19 members withdrew from
the congregation. The original congrega-
tion then began to meet at the Jeffries
school house, which is located at the Heber
Avra's Retirement Home. The congregation
continued to meet there until 1918.

In 1918, the Baptist congregation obtain-
ed the Cumberland Presbyterian Church
building and a plot of land at its present
location. In 1925, the building was enlarg-
ed. Later additional land was purchased
and the church now has four and one half
acres. A rock building was constructed in
1947 which contained the original frame
building. The congregation erected a par-
sonage in 1957 and a buff brick educational
wing was built in 1970. The present sanc-

Sept. 11 am/pm: Texarkana Trinity;
Sept. 14 am/pm: Pine Bluff Immanuel;
Sept. 26 pm & 27 am: Jonesboro First.

IMPACT 89 — For WMU & Age-Level Officers and Leaders
Sessions — Day: 10 am - 2 pm; Evening: 6:45 - 9 pm

Sept. 12 pm & 13 am: El Dorado First;
Sept. 25 am/pm: West Memphis First;

Sponsored by Arkansas WMU

Houseparent
Positions

Arkansas Baptist Family and
Child Care is seeking mature
Christian couples interested in
working with abused, abandoned,
and neglected children. Salary,
benefits (medical and life insur-
ance), and supervision. For de-
tails, call or write David W. Perry,
P.O. Box 552, Little Rock, AR
72203; phone 501-376-4791.

Interested in a
Ministry of Love?

Arkansas Baptist Home is looking |
for dedicated Christian singles, or
couples (with two or less children)
to live and work with children in
a home-like setting. Salary, fringe
benfits, and training are provided.
Call or write Royce Aston, P.O.
Box 180, Monticello, AR 71655;
phone 501-367-5358.
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ABN photo / J. Everett Sneed

Gray Pridmore and Damon Shook
tuary was constructed in 1978.

The congregation has had several names.
Originally they were called the Liberty
Church. In 1921 it was changed to the New
Liberty Church and later to the New Liber-
ty Church at Beryl. In 1940, the name was
changed to the Beryl Baptist Church.

The church has ordained several
ministers. Among these are T. L. Ingram,
Maurice Hall, Roe Beard and Orland Beard.
The congregation has had at least 32
pastors and several of these have served on
more than one occasion. Some have serv-
ed the congregation as many as three times.

Pastor Pridmore feels that the congrega-
tion has an exceedingly bright future. He
said, "‘There is tremendous potential for
our congregation because of the rapid
growth of our county. We have purchased
an additional two and one half acres of
land recently. We are currently making
plans to erect an educational building
which will accommodate up to 250."

Pastor Pridmore attributed much of the
success of the Centennial to the excellent
work th: s done by his members. He
I was exceedingly pleased with the
success of our Centennial. We had two in-
dividuals to move their letter to our
church. As this type of enthusiasm and ef-
fort continues our future is bright.”

Copeland Bus Sales and Service

Quality pre-owned school buses
Many sizes, makes, models,
and price ranges

St. James, Mo. 314-265-7408
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Arkansas All Over

People

Dennis Cottrell began serving Aug. 27 as
pastor of Harvard Avenue Church in Siloam
Springs, coming there from DeSoto, Texas,
where he has served for five years as pastor
of Hampton Road Church. Cottrell also has
served on the staff of First Church in
Springdale. He and his wife, Sue, are
parents of three children, Brett, Tiffany,
and Josua.

Brian D. Zinck has joined the staff of First
Church in Cabot as minister to youth. He
is a graduate of Oklahoma State Universi-
ty, Stillwater, and Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary. He and his wife,
Brenda, are parents of one son, Brett.

Thomas W. Bolton joined the staff of Lit-
tle Rock First Church Sept. 3 as minister of
music. Bolton is a graduate of Ouachita
Baptist University and University of North
Texas, Denton. He has served as professor
in the music division at OBU since 1973,
and interim minister of music at First
Church in El Dorado, since September
1988.

Randy Maxwell was honored Aug. 20 by
‘West Church in Batesville in recognition of
10 years of service as pastor. He was
honored with a noon meal and presented
with 2 money tree and gift.

Brian Martin has joined the staff of
Lepanto First Church as minister of youth
and music. A native of Oklahoma, he is a
student at Mid-America Baptist Theological
Seminary. He formerly served as minister
of music at Moro Church and is an instruc-
tor of music at Skyview Baptist Academy
in Mempbhis.

Glen H. Smith retired Aug. 27 as pastor
of Douglasville Church in Little Rock
following seven years of service. He may
be contacted at 308 South Woodrow, Lit-
tle Rock, AR 72205; telephone
501-664-0319.

Stan Parris began serving Sept. 1 as pastor
of First Church in Hope. A native of Hope,
he is a graduate of Henderson State Univer-
sity and Southwestern Baptist Theological
Seminary. He has pastored in Texas and for
more than five years he and his wife,
Charlotte, have been serving under ap-
pointment by the Foreign Mission Board in
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Cottrell Zinck

Maracaibo, Venezuela. They are parents of
three children, Kyle, Kelly, and Kenneth.

Daniel Humble joined the staff of First
Church in Brinkley Sept. 5 as minister of
music. A native of Walnut Ridge, he is a
graduate of Southern Baptist College,
Quachita Baptist University, and the
University of Houston. Humble and his
wife, Larna, have three children.

Pattie Huston, organist at Rosedale
Church in Little Rock, was presented with
a certificate of recognition July 30 for 10
years perfect attendance in Sunday School,
Church Training, and both morning and
evening worship services.

Bolton Maxwell

Fred Holst began serving Aug. 20 as pastor
of Sage Church. He is a graduate of
Southern Baptist College. Holst and his
wife, Shelia, have three sons, Paul, Kyle,
and Bradley.

Lee Woodard began serving Aug. 27 as
pastor of Centerton First Church, coming
there from Shreveport, La. He and his wife,
Brenda, have two children, Brian, and
Belinda.

James Whitlock is serving as pastor of
Cabin Creek Church, Lamar. He attended
Southern Baptist College and is a graduate
of Southwest Baptist University. Whitlock
is married to the former Wenona Ruth
Bailey. They have five children.

Steve Mumauw, Arkansas Traveler pitcher, capped off Pulaski Heights Church in Little
Rock 1989 Vacation Bible School with a grand slam finale as be shared Jesus Christ
as the most important thing in bis life, giving God the glory for his ability to play
baseball and encouraging the 125 VBS students to develop a personal relationship
with Christ, to discover their talents and to dedicate them to him.

ARKANSAS BAPTIST NEWSMAGAZINE



Don Harper is serving as pastor of Hart-
man First Church, going there from Union-
town Church

Julian Rowton has retired as -pastor of
Ozone Church.

Ted Darling began serving Aug. 20 as
pastor of Ozark First Church. He is a
graduate of Arkansas State University and
Southwestern Baptist Theological
Seminary. He and his wife, Phylis, have two
daughters, Holly and Courtney.

Doyle Summerhill has resigned as pastor
of Shady Grove Church, Van Buren.

Cliff Jenkins recently was honored by
Springdale First Church in recognition of
five years of service as minister of
education.

Briefly

Riverside Church in North Little Rock
will dedicate a new church plant and wor-
ship center Sept. 10 at 3:15 p.m. Don
Moore, executive director of the Arkansas
Baptist State Convention, will be speaker.

Fordyce First Church held a recognition
service July 30 for Mary Jo Crowder,
pianist, and Becky Vineyard Rogers,
organist, in appreciation for their volunteer

services as instrumentalists. They each
were presented a bouquet of red roses and
an engraved silver tray.

Waldron Temple Church recently began
its first chapter of Royal Ambassadors.

Bates Church at Waldron will observe its
75th anniversary Sept. 17. Plans include a
reception at 1:30 p.m. and an anniversary
celebration at 2:15 p.m. Former pastors and
members will be special guests.

South Highland Church in Little Rock
celebrated homecoming Aug. 20 with ac-
tivities that included Sunday School, mor-
ning worship, a potluck luncheon, and a
2 p.m. homecoming service. Pastor Mark
Tolbert was speaker and Alan Moore,

ini of music, coordi d the after-
noon music program. A ‘‘Back to School
Rally"’ for students in grades 7-12 was held
Aug. 27. Van Barrett, assistant professor of
physical education and baseball coach at
Ouachita Baptist University, was speaker.

Whispering Hills Mobile Home Park
Chapel, a mission of Chicot Road Church,
Mabelvale, held its first Vacation Bible
School July 31-Aug. 5. The school had an
enrollment of 58 with an average atten-
dance of 53. Pastor John Hurd, director,
reported 16 professions of faith.

Gravel Ridge First Church observed
‘‘Share The Future'” Aug. 27. Chris Esch,
Robbie Sherman, Billy Wood, Larry
Johnson, Tim Stockdale, and Scott Walker,
members who have made commitments to

E{IS1V]

RS

1802 Jacksonville Highway, North Little Rock
Open Monday-Saturday, 9 to 9

Visa MasterCard Discover
Basic Levi 501......... $19.95 Levi Dockers. ........ $24.95
Hubbard Stretch Jeans (Sizes 32-60)................... $15.00
First Quality Boots by Nocona, Justin, and Tony Lama
All Python Snake...... $179.95  All Exotic Belts...... $19.95

Wide Selection of Men's Suits & Sportcoats
Dress Shirts & Sport Shirts (Sizes 142-20)

Wide Selection of Ladies’ Dress & Casual Wear
Jeans by Levi & Lee at Everyday Low Prices
30% Off Levi 900 Series Jeans
Half-Price on Summer Dress & Sport Wear

945-1444

Dress Pants (Sizes 29-56)
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full-time Christian vocations, shared

testimonies.

Mountain Home First Church licensed
Brett Cooper to Christian ministry Aug. 13.
The church ordained Lamar Puckett and
Steve Tipton and licensed David Hudson
to the preaching ministry Aug. 20.

Graves Memorial Church in North Lit-
tle Rock will celebrate its 55th anniversary
Sept. 10 when former members and pastors
and friends will be special guests. James
Thomason is pastor.

Crossett Temple Church mission team
was in Imperatriz, Brazil, Aug. 13-23 to
start two new churches and assist with a
crusade. The 10-member team was joined
by a group from First Church in Covington,
Tenn. Pastor Milton Wilson served as
coordinator.

Brinkley Chapel Church near Osceola
celebrated its 50th y Sept. 3 with
activites that included special music and an
old-fashioned *'Dinner on the Ground.”
Danny Brown is pastor.

Little Rock Calvary Church mission
team, composed of Jim Byrum, Rudy Jolley,
Tommy and Bonnie Holmes, Kathryn
Eisenkramer, and Cindy Riddle recently left
to do evangelistic, medical, and dental
work in Guatemala.

Fort Smith East Side Church women
will hold a fall prayer retreat Sept. 8-9 with
Pat Baker of Bolivar, Mo., as speaker. Vickie
James of Fort Smith will present special
music. Coordinators are Betty Colley and
Alice Dean.

Forty-Seventh Street Church in North
Little Rock will celebrate its first annual
homecoming Sept. 10. R.D. Harrington,
who was serving as pastor when the
church was organized in 1948, will be
speaker for the 11 a.m. worship service. A
noon potluck meal wil be served, follow-
ed by a musical program and fellowship
hour. W.L. Bruce Jr. is pastor.

Markham Street Church in Little Rock
will host a Sunday evening fellowship Sept.
10, honoring Dr. and Mrs. Manuel Weeks
in recognition of his five years of service
as pastor.

Thornton First Church will celebrate its
100th anniversary Sept. 24 with activities
that will include Sunday School at 9:30
a.m., a morning worship service at 10:30
a.m., 2 noon meal, and an afternoon pro-
gram of music and messages by former
pastors. Eddie Elrod is pastor.

Huttig First Church ordained John Mark
Little and Clyde Burson to the deacon
ministry July 30.
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A Free
Lunch

Central Association, Benton, conducted
a two-week free lunch pilot project July
24-Aug. 10 that came about as a result of
the Hot Springs County Hunger Needs
Assessment. The food services director for
the Malvern schools had expressed concern
for the children's nutritional needs during
the summer, especially the large number
who receive free lunches during the school
year.

A steering committee was formed com-

Keyboard Clinic

A keyboard clinic featuring John
Innes and Bill Fasig, the Billy Graham
Crusade accompanists, will be held
Sept. 20 from 9 2. m. to 11:30 a. m.
at Geyer Springs First Church in Lit-
tle Rock.

Innes has served since
organist for the crusades.
ed the crusades in 1970.

1967 as
sig join-
le serves a

dual role of keyboard musician and
electronic engineer.
Registration deadline is Sept. 15.

For more information, contact David
Oliver at 565-3474.

July
Cooperative Program
Report

Received .. ....
Budget. . .
Over

$1,121,391.50
$1,083333.33
............ $38,058.17

Year-to-date
LELT ] SRR $162,321.99

Same time last year
OAEE b e $19,236,49

July Cooperative Program receipts
exceeded budget requirements by
$38,058. That's the good news.
Receipts for the year (January-July) are
under the budget requirements by
$162,321. That's the bad news.
However, we still have the opportuni-
ty to reach our budget for the year. Our
projections indicate that we can do
it!—Jimmie Sheffield, associate ex-
ecutive director

Younsters enjoy lunch and a puppet show from the Fun Wagon.

prised of the following members: Terrell
Wallace, pastors of Malvern Trinity Church;
Ann Duren, Trinity Church, Malvern;
Christine Harrison, Third Church, Malvern;
and Diana Lewis, Central Association. Tom-
my Goode, ABSC Christian social
ministries director, provided hunger funds
and social ministries project money to
finance the undertaking. Pete Petty, ABSC
Missions Department, loaned the Fun
Wagon trailer for project use.

‘Trinity Church, Malvern, donated the use
of their facilities for the 18 women from
Trinity Church and Third Church to

prepare nutritious lunches during the two-
week period.

Clowns from First Church, Malvern,
puppeteers and singers from Congo Road
Church, Benton, and two summer mis-
sionaries all helped to provide entertain-
ment for the children. They were also
taught Bible es, told Bible stories, and
given Bibles.

The Fun Wagon was parked on the
playground of Smith Elementary School,
near the targeted areas of two housing pro-
jects. Attendance ranged from 20-30
children.

@

Pastors and Wives Conference
led by Paul and Mary Burleson

Central Baptist Church, Jonesboro
October 8-11, 1987

Conference Topics
® How to have a Godly marriage and
be a pastor at the same time
How to develop a positive spirit within a church
Principles of staff relationships: How to
develop a family spirit within a staff
How to be a pastor's wife and not be bitter
Raising children, “Those PKs'

Paul Burleson, Conference Leader

To register, write: Rex Holt, Central Baptist Church
1010 S. Main, Jonesboro, AR 72401, or call 501-935-1950
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STATE OF ARKANSAS
BILL CLINTON
GOVERNOR

August 23, 1989

The Reverend Billy Graham

c/o The Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine
Post Office Box 552

Little Rock, AR 72203

Dear Billy:

It will be my personal pleasure to extend an
official welcome to you in behalf of the State
of Arkansas and to thank you for bringing your
crusade to Arkansas.

Your visit comes at an important time of
decision in our state.

We have made much progress in education and
economic development in the last few years, but
our potential is limited by the scourge of drugs
and the family problems which affect so many of
our young people. I am doing what I can to deal
with these matters, but much of what has to be
done is a matter of the human spirit, beyond the
reach of politics. We need your message and
God's help.

Best wishes for much continued success and for
God's richest blessings.

Sincerely,

Bill Clinton

BC:1d

Office of the Governor e State Capitol ® Little Rock, Arkansas 72201 @ 501-371-2345
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Welcome
Billy Graham
Crusade!

Ummmmm.

This is grand news.
Woyatt’s is here.
With a whole new way
to eat out.
Instead of taking your
chances from a menu,
you take your choice of
at least 65 courses —
all fresh and tempting,
all right before
your eyes.

Discover Wyatt’s today.
Woyatt’s is your
choice of plenty.
You'll agree.
It’s grand.

@ Wyatt

Cafeterias

Geyer Springs
Rodney Parham
JFK Boulevard
Continuous Service

11 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.
7 Days a Week
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ARKANSAS CRUSADE

Arkansas Crusade

by Brad Lewis
Decislon Magazine

In 1722, as Bernard de la Harpe was ex-
ploring the Arkansas River in the foothills
of the Ouachita Mountains, he saw two in-
teresting rock formations which he nam-
ed La Grande Roche and LaPetite Roche.
Downstream from *‘the big rock’’ near the
site of “‘the little rock,” La Harpe establish-
ed his trading post. Early in the next cen-
tury the site was surveyed, and Little Rock
was established as the territorial capital.

This month residents of Arkansas’ capital
city, as well as people from all over the
state, will have opportunity to establish
new lives on the Rock—Jesus Christ—
during the Arkansas Billy Graham Crusade,
Sept. 17-24, at War Memorial Stadium in
Little Rock. In addition, the meetings Sept.
18-21 will be broadcast live by satellite to
Jonesboro, Fayetteville, Fort Smith and Tex-
arkana, Arkansas.

Christians in Arkansas have been pray-
ing for this Crusade for a long time—some
for the 30 years since Billy Graham last
preached the Gospel there. Crusade Direc-
tor Daniel Southern says that the grassroots
invitation is unprecedented; on file are
more than 30,000 signatures and letters
from people who have requested Mr.
Graham's return.

Preparations for the Crusade began in
January. In May Christian Life and Witness
Classes were held at 14 locations with

Little Rock Municipal Airport
376-7222

1-800-CAR RENT

some 6,000 people attending; more than
2,100 persons have been certified to serve
as Crusade counselors. Approximately 470
churches, representing about 40 denomina-
tions, are involved.

“‘People are realizing the value of
preparation,’’  says
Southern. *“This is an
evangelistic
outreach-—reaching
outside the doors of
the church. That in-
volves preparation.
We have people
working in every seg-
ment of secular
society.”

W.H. ‘‘Buddy"
Sutton, chairman of
the Crusade’s ex-
ecutive committee,
believes that the
motivation is the
desire to present the
Gospel. “There is a
yearning to see peo-
ple saved,’” says Sut-
ton, a local lawyer. “‘Participating in this
Crusade is a great opportunity to fulfill that
desire.”’

Just two years before Billy Graham
preached in Little Rock in 1959, the city
drew widespread attention when National
Guardsmen were ordered by then Gov.

- IS

Visitors & Guests For The Bill
In Little R

National Car Rental
Has Special Rental Rates

For You!
=~ National
&' CarRental..

Graham Crusade

Hot Springs Municipal Airport
624-6252
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Orval E. Faubus to prevent nine black
students from entering a local high school.
When a federal court order removed the
guardsmen, blacks entered the school, but
then were removed later by local
authorities. Federal troops were sent in to
enforce the court's order.

Although desegregation was completed
during the following decade, racial
polarization has lingered in Little Rock.
Local church leaders see the Billy Graham

Little Rock Convention & Visltors Bursau

Little Rock will welcome Billy Grabam Sept. 17-24.

Crusade as an opportunity to extend heal-
ing and to bridge the gaps that remain.

‘“We need an atmosphere of love and
understanding to help heal these wounds,”
says Sutton. ‘‘Jesus Christ changes hearts,
and that's the beginning of improved rela-
tionships. We hope to see people’s lives
changed, and to see those changes
manifested in a better community.”

The Rev. Willis Walker, pastor of First
Baptist Church of Highland Park and chair-
man of the Crusade's visitation committee,
says ‘‘The black community’s needs are
really no different than the white com-
munity’s. The Gospel is for anyone who is
outside Christ. We're praying that all
barriers—racial, denominational, what-
ever—will be broken down so that Jesus
Christ can be glorified.”

Southern agrees that the need for the
Gospel message is universal. **We are pray-
ing that people will not take the Gospel for
granted. Our prayer is that people will at-
tend the Crusade meetings, and that God
will touch their hearts for Jesus Christ.”’

(Reprinted from Decision Magazine,
September 1989. Copyright 1989, Billy
Graham Evangelistic Association. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.)
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MWS

- in sales
- in selection
- in service

Serving the finest people
in this great state!

101. S. Shackleford at Markham

Little Rock, AR 72211 224-4624

Baldwin

THE ORGAN AND
PIANO USED IN

THE BILLY GRAHAM

CRUSADES .

Since 1954

23 PIANO & ORGAN CO.
Phone: 562-9292

#4 Moving Early October
* 315 N. Bowman Road

2
s

Gold & Silver

WELCOME!
Arkansas
Diamond Headquarters

4000 McCain Blvd., NLR

Business Hours
10 am - 6 pm, M-Sat

¥ Little Rock

Adams Field Municipal Airport

Arkansas Arts Center

Arkansas Territorial Restoration

Decorative Arts Museum

Little Rock Visitor's
Information Center

Little Rock Zoo

Murray Lock & DamyOverlook

Museum of Science & History

National Cemetery

Old State House

Park Plaza

Pinnacle Mountain State Park

Quapaw Quarter & Historic
District

Ray Winder Field

Riverfront Park

State Capitol

University Mall

University of Arkansas
at Little Rock

War Memorial Park

¥ Petit Jean Mountain
Museum of Automobiles
Petit Jean State Park

Winrock Farms @

Petit Jean Mountain

Moy

¥Maumelle |
Central Arkansas Hot Air Balloon Port
Lake Willastein Regionall
| Maumelle Bird Watching

Getting to the

¥ North Little Rock
Arkansas Riverboat Company
Burns Park
Camp Robinson
Cooks Landing
Emerald Park
McCain Mall
North Little Rock Riv
North Little Rock Visito
Information Center
Old Mmill
Sesquicentennial Sundial
Wild River Country

PeutJaan
tain

Ashley Park
Wilbur Mills Park

Greenbrier

¥ Benton
Gann Museum
Hernando DeS
Hurricane Lake
Lakes Norrell 2
saline County
Saline River

Shoppach Hou

Fred & Jack
Thailer Sales, Juc.

Rt. 3 Box 380 — 24218 1-30
Alexander, AR 72002

501-847-2617
Owned & Operated by
the John Davie Family Since 1952
Your Recreational Vehicle
Sales & Service Specialists
Prowler * Winnebago ¢ Airstream

Bring this coupon in during the Graham
Crusade week, Sept. 17-24 for 10% off all
showroom accessories.

Welcome to
MainStreet Mall! —

Come browse, dine, shop and
enjoy. Open Monday through

Saturday, from early breakfast
through the dinner hour.

five blocks from the river —

Park at the Sixth and Scott Street Deck

Seconds from downtown hotels,

at the corner of Capitol and Main.

MAINSIREET

The Downtown Mall ~ 501 Main




leart of Things

¥ Conway

Buck’s Family Fun Center
Cadron Blockhouse
Central Baptist College
Hendrix College

Lake Beaverfork

Lake Conway

Pickles Gap Village

| ¥ Cabot
|

|

|

| Toad Suck Towboat & Park

|

|

|

|

|

Camp Nelson
Confederate Cemetery

Grayhawk Frontier Town

Willie Ray Services Center

¥ Lonoke
Bayou Meto Lake
Bearskin Lake

University of Central Arkansas
Waolly Hollow State Park

v laCkSOﬂVi"E Historic Courthouse v De§ AI’E
Little Rock Air Force Base t: ““L‘-‘;' State Fish Hatchery Prairie County Museum

SO o micipal Parks White River
Jacksonville Municipal Park Moad bk h ver

Wattensaw Wildlife
Management Area — ——
10§t Lows LA r \
ey | e
=

S

Lonoke

Devalls Bluff
|

|
|
|

Grand Prairie Trace

¥ England

Cotham General Store
!m Marlsgate Plantation (Scott)
ki Toltee Mounds State Park

rl’u 7900 Scott Hamilton

m f Little Rock, AR 72209

’ inus 501-562-2694

For Reservations:
1-800-848-7878

" Markham Inn
A Nradidion of Hoipdaldy”

5120 W. Markham, Little Rock, AR 72205

Special Rates for
Billy Graham Crusade

* Ample Parking—Walking Distance

* Buses Welcome

* Flat Rate— Up to 4 People Per Room
* Large Meeting Room Available

For Reservations, Call: 501-666-0161
Call Today!

FREE SMALL FRENCH FRY
with any purchase

Limit one
coupon
per person
per visit.

Expires
10-1-89

Arnkansas’ Longest BuMet

s 9 5 “'ALL YOU
CAN EAT"

includes drink,

dessert & tax

Buses & Large Groups

M
BROWN'S 130

Welcome
No Reservations UNTRY STORE Exit 118
Needed RESTAURANT Benton

For More Information, Call 501-778-5033

D] ¢ Riverfront
Hilton Inn
welcomes
Billy Graham’s
Arkansas Crusade

We're just off the freeway
Come stay with us!
Riverfront Hilton Inn
#2 Riverfront Place  North Little Rock
For reservations, call 371-9000




The 2811 Kavanaugh Blvd. F== N
W[ Little Rock  funovo € B\
663-5780
RESTAURANT R
{]
[ &
Lunch is served Monday through Friday from 11:00 a.m. Ky, ¥ |
10 2:00 p.m. Offering the best in service and your choice 5 A
of hearty luncheon specials, a low cal plate, or EAv IS
homemade soup and salad combinations. = wesT )
The Yellow Daisy Is a non-profit volunteer enterprise prr—
with proceeds baneﬂllngp Youth Home, lnc.? an D nen
dol Ppsy treatment program. r %) ’: ——

Rent A Better Retivement

leasant Hills offers you the best in retirement
living—and for a very affordable monthly rental fee.
Included in your rent are numerous amenities and
services, such as prepared meals served to you in our dining room,
free transportation, maid service, 24-hour security, all utilities (except
personal telephone and cable TV), use of the common facilities—
crafts room, music room, library, gift shop, beauty/barber shop, a
private parlor for hosting your special guests—and a whole lot more.
But beyond amenities, Pleasant Hills promotes a supportive
environment where your social,
physical and emotional needs can ‘
be met without jeopardizing PLEASANT HH‘LS
your independence. Hele e Heatant ay
Retire The Pleasant Way.
Call today for your Free
brochure.

800 Napa Valley
Little Rock, AR 72211
(501) 225-9405

WEST LITTLE ROCK

Let us help

take the burden
of finding a
comfortable place
to stay when in
Little Rock.

e Handicap Rooms

® Non-Smoking Rooms
® Pool

e In-Room Movies

® Church Group Rates
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Days Inn ¢ West Little Rock
10524 W. Markham St.

Little Rock, AR 72205
Phone: 501-225-7366

Toll Free: 800-325-2525

Clergy
Card
Participant
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“ ARKANSAS CRUSADE

Love-In-Action

Expressing Christian concern for the
whole person—spiritual, physical and
mental—is the mission of the Arkansas Bil-
ly Graham Crusade, according to Dan
Southern, crusade director. That is the
reason the gathering of food for distribu-
tion to the hungry is now an integral part
of Crusades wherever they are held, and

Sept. 17-24.

The effort, called Love-In-Action, en-
courages those attending the services to
bring canned food or other non-
perishables. The food will be made
available to people in need through the
hunger agencies and pantries throughout
the state.

specifically at the Arkansas Crusade,

Containers (barrels) will be placed at

each entrance of War Memorial Stadium
and volunteers will accept the food that is
donated. The Salvation Army and Union
Rescue Mission will provide trucks and
workers to transport the food from the
Stadium to the Arkansas Rice Depot, where
it will be inventoried and distributed to the
350 agencies.

For additional information contact: Art
Bailey at 375-1989; Laura Rhea at 376-2315;
or Joy Greer at 565-9634.

La Quinta Inns are Just Right Overnight
in Little Rock or from CoR;sg'g}to-Coast

La Quinta Inns are easily recognized in Little Rock or from coast-to-coast. From our
distinctive architecture and landscaping, to each of our more than 25,000 rooms, we
pay attention to your comfort and satisfaction. That's why at

La Quinta, you'll find rooms that are spacious, quieter and
more comfortable featuring free local phone calls, cable TV
and friendly, helpful hosts. Try La Quinta Inns and you'll
see why we are America's number one hotel value.
Ask for the Billy Graham Rate.

SOUTH
2401 W. 65th St.
(501) 568-1030

WEST
200 Shackleford Rd.
(501) 224-0900

FAIR PARK
901 Fair Park Blvd.
(501) 664-7000

N. LITTLE ROCK
4100 E. McCain Blvd.
(501) 945-0808

& LA QUINTA INNS

Toll-Free Reservations/Information

1-800-531-5900

11:00 - 10:00 Sunday - Thursday
11:00 - 11:00 Friday & Saturday

00000000000000000000000

T
% “Sirloin” #1

1.US.D.A. Choice Sirloin Steak
With choice of Baked Potato, French Fries or
Hashbrowns & otuner ko11 with Free Sundae Bar
09 No Sundae Bar
for Oﬂly $39 with To Go Order.
Seyer Springs, JFK & Jucksonville Only
O Eapiren Sepitl Pleuse present coupon when ordering,

0000000000000000000000

8312 GEYER SPRINGS ROAD
5306 JOHN F. KENNEDY BLVD
9210 RODNEY PARHAM
500 GREGORY STREET

0000000000
00000000000

LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 72209 (501) 568-4196
NORTH LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 72116 (501) 771-1444
LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 72207 (501) 224-2216

JACKSONVILLE, ARKANSAS 72076 (501) 982-4456

Casa
“‘Bonife’

Welcomes You
to the
Billy Graham
Crusade!

We Can
Accommodate
Large Groups

Hours:

Weekdays

11:00 a.m. to 9:30 p.m.
Weekends

11:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.

Hours Extended
by Pre-Arrangement

Casax
‘Boniter

3901 South University
Little Rock

562-6363

September 7, 1989
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WE WELCOME

Billy Graham’s
Arkansas Crusade

September 17-24, 1989 ® War Memorial Stadium, Little Rock

TV-27

The channel

=
— ROdL
=
you can trust

American Christian Television System

“Best” wishes

from Best Printing
We've grown through our
association with you.

500 W. 28th St., NLR 72114 « 501-771-2090

Arkansas Baptist

Serving the information needs
of Arkansas Baptists for 87 years

For advertising information, call 376-491

ed Culiny, Ine.

Collectables * Antiques and Reproductions
New and Used Merchandise of All Kinds
1-30 Exit 126 West or 123 East

Rt. 3 Box 13, 1-30, Alexander, AR 72002 ¢ 501-847-4720

& Investments, Inc.

Mortgage Bankers
LYNDELL E. LAY
Chief Executive Officor

3901 McCain Park Drive
North Little Rock, Arkansas 72116

501-771-1130

6 a.m. - 12 p.m. Sunday - Thursday
6 a.m. - 2 a.m. Friday & Saturday

SHONEYS

Welcome to the
Billy Graham Crusade!

Hours

Little Rock Locations
Geyer Springs ® West Markham e McCain Mall
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ANNUITY BOARD

Powell Declines Post

by Thomas E. Miller Jr.
SBC Annuity Board

DALLAS (BP)—Paul W. Powell has given
a final *‘'no’" to his July 25 election as presi-
dent and chief executive officer of the
Southern Baptist Annuity Board.

Powell, pastor of Green Acres Baptist
Church in Tyler, Texas, told his congrega-
tion Sunday morning, Aug. 13, “It's my
feeling and my conviction that I shall re-
main the pastor of Green Acres Baptist

Church."”

According to the Tyler Morning
Telegraph, Powell received a standing ova-
tion from the congregation when he made
the statement.

On Monday there were conversations
with Martin and search committee Chair-
man George H. Balentine Jr. of Greenville,
S.C.

“Until Tuesday morning we thought Paul
still might be available,”" said Balentine,

FORT WORTH, Texas (BP)—The
possibility of a called meeting to discuss
“‘political activities’' by Russell Dilday
‘was considered by Dilday and trustee
officers of Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary in a mid-August
meeting.

News reports in several newspapers—
including the Richmond (Va) Times-
Dispatch and the Nashville Banner in-
dicated trustees may be targeting Dilday,
president of the 4,800-student school, for
“‘censuring or muzzling'’ this fall.

Dilday and trustee Chairman Ken Lil-
ly, a physician from Fort Smith, Ark.,
issued a joint statement Aug. 28, saying
the purpose of the Aug. 15 meeting was

Dilday Faces Questions

to ‘‘discuss questions regarding Baptists
Committed (to the Southern Baptist Con-
vention), and to seek clarification about
an article written by Dr. Dilday for the
May Southwestern News."

Lilly said the trustee officers discuss-
ed the possiblity of a called meeting—to
be set Aug. 29—but decided not to do so.

The chairman, however, said he an-
ticipates the issue to be raised when the
full board meets Oct. 16-17. ““1 don't see
at this point how it can be avoided" at
the full board meeting, Lilly said.

““The issue is still hot and it will come
up. . .. I don't know the best way to deal
with it, but I know the guys (trustees) are
going to have their say."

“'but in mid-morning he called me to give
a firm and final ‘no.’

*"We deeply regret Paul's decision,'” said
Martin, “'but all along we have wanted him
to follow what he determined to be God's
will as he understands it."”

Powell, an Annuity Board trustee five
years, was the unanimous choice of a
seven-member search committee to
become chief executive officer to succeed
Darold H. Morgan, who has asked to retire
March 1, 1990, after 18 years in the
position.

When he was nominated, Powell asked
for more time to consider the decision. He
earlier had declined the nomination, but
agreed to reconsider after trustees voted
unanimously to elect him.

Martin said the search committee will be
asked to get back to work promptly. ‘At
this point,”’ said Martin, *"we have no firm
time schedule. Dr. Morgan has requested
retirement on March 1, 1990. But he has
agreed to serve until his replacement is
elected and ady to assume the office."”

“*Our time is God's time. We will pro-
ceed in an orderl ay to discover and
elect God's man,"” said Martin

* % Mini-Buses *x

South’s Largest Inventory
New - Used
15 - 37 Pass.

Arkansas
Bus Exchange
501-536-7795
Fax 501-534-0244

Vacation or
Business Travel

Complete arrangements
at no extra charge

Peters Travel
9107 Rodney Parham
Little Rock, Ark.
501-224-8442
1-800-441-8687

September 7, 1989
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Tax Credits Included

by Kathy Palen
Baptist Jolnt Committee on Public Affairs

WASHINGTON (BP)—Child-care
measures in both the Senate and the House
of Representatives contain provisions that
would assist families in which one parent
stays home to care for the children.

Directed by a child-care resolution pass-
ed at the 1988 Southern Baptist Conven-
tion, the Southern Baptist Christian Life
Commission has worked with congres-
sional staffs on the inclusion of such a pro-
vision in any federal child-care legislation.

The Senate-approved Act for Better Child
Care Services includes a package of tax
credits that would benefit both parents
who purchase child care services and those
who care for their children at home.

The Senate ABC bill would supplement
the existing earned-income tax credit for
low-income families with children younger
than age 4. The EITC is available to families
whether or not they pay child-care
providers.

The EITC expansion would provide a
maximum credit of $500 for families with
one child and $750 for those with two or
more.

The Senate measure also would make the
existing dependent-care tax credit refun-
dable to families who purchase child care
and whose incomes are less than $28,000.
By being refundable, the credit would be
available to families who owe no income
tax. It also would be available in advance
through workers' paychecks.

Qu lity

VA Sales

Used 12 and 15 passenger vans, special prices
to churches. 501-268-4490, 1500 E. Race,
Searcy 72143, Larry Carson, Butch Copeland.

Just a Reminder!

Arkansas Acteens
Advisory Panel
applications are due
in the WMU office
September 18, 1989
Acteens who are 14 or older and have

completed the Studiact level of Queen
are encouraged to apply.

*‘For more than a year we have stressed
the urgency of tax-credit benefits as a key
to any child-care legislation,’” said Larry
Braidfoot, CLC general counsel. **The ac-
tive support of key Southern members
helped secure an unexpected victory in the
Senate."”

On the House side, a package approved
by the Ways and Means Committee also
features an expanded EITC that would be
both refundable and available in advance.

The Ways and Means plan would in-
crease the current credit from 14 percent
to 17 percent for low-income families with
one child and would provide larger credits
for families with additional children. It also
would provide a supplemental “‘young
child" credit for families with children 5
or younger.

Child-care legislation—the Child
Development and Education Act— approv-
ed by the House Education and Labor Com-
mittee is expected to be referred to Ways
and Means. Members there say they plan
to substitute their package for a section of
the child-care bill that would provide
grants and contracts to child-care
providers.

“It appears very promising that tax
credits will be a key part of whatever shape
the final House bill takes,”" Braidfoot said.
*“This would mean that, in all likelihood,
the only major feature the Senate bill and
the House bill will have in common is an
emphasis on tax credits.

“'Obviously, we are more pleased with
the House Ways and Means proposal,
which would provide $14.5 billion in tax
credits over a period of four years.

Braidfoot said this is a crucial time for
interested Southern Baptists to contact
their representatives and urge them to sup-
port inclusion of tax credits that benefit
parents providing home-based child care
in the final bill.

BJC Members
To Receive Report

WASHINGTON (BPA)—During their an-
nual meeting in October, members of the
Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affairs
are to receive a report on the contributions
the agency has received during the past
fiscal year.

Questions over those contributions were
raised during the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion in June and have continued to receive
attention since then.

“*'We will follow the directions of our
board and respond fully and cooperative-
ly with the motion passed during our last
BJC meeting," said James M. Dunn, BJC ex-
ecutive director. *'The board approved a
motion that instructed the staff ‘to provide
the BJCPA a listing of contributors toward
the 1988-89 budget insofar as possible.’

“‘Obviously, that information is in-
complete with two months left on the
specified time, but we will gladly comply
with this request.”

TOUCHING

IN HIS NAME

Baptist Women Retreats

Oct. 19-20, 1989
Camp Paron
1:30 Registration
Adjourn at Noon

Program Guests

Andrea Mullins, WMU,SBC
Laura Spiegel, Brazil
Elinda West, Taiwan

Ina Miller, Mountain Home

Dianne Swaim, Little Rock

Kathy Williford, Conway

A Cooperative Program Ministry of Arkansas WMU
P.0. Box 552, Little Rock, AR 72203

Oct. 20-21, 1989
Camp Paron

5 pm Registration

Adjourn at Noon
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NEARLY 1,000

RCHES

STARTED

In 1988, the Home Mission Board asked Arkansas
Baptists to give generously to the Annie Armstrong
Easter Offering so that together we could offer “A
Church for Everyone.”

You took our challenge and with your help
Southern Baptists started 950 churches. Thank
you for sharing the vision and for enabling our
3,800 missionaries to reach out to America’s rural
areas and into her inner cities so that there could
be—*“A Church for Everyone.”

Special thanks to:

these churches giving the highest dollar amounts:

Immanuel Baptist Church, Little Rock $22,080
Park Hill Baptist Church, North Little Rock 16,197
First Baptist Church Geyer, Little Rock 15,142
First Baptist Church, El Dorado 14,784
Grand Avenue Baptist Church, Fort Smith 13,292
First Baptist Church, Little Rock 13,195
First Baptist Church, Springdale 12,649
First Baptist Church, Russellville 10,675
Immanuel Baptist Church, El Dorado 9,362

Baring Cross Baptist Church, No. Little Rock 9,058

and these with the highest per capita giving:

HANKS TO YOU
ARKANSAS

First Baptist Church, Sparkman $39.56

First Baptist Church, El Dorado

Lake Ouachita Baptist Church, Mount Ida
Union Hill Baptist Church, Hermitage
First Baptist Church, Stuttgart

Bella Vista Baptist Church, Bella Vista
First Baptist Church, Pencil Bluff

Unity Baptist Church, Arkadelphia

First Baptist Church, Winslow

First Baptist Church, Lead Hill

(Figures were obtained from your state convention
office and the 1988 Uniform Church Letters.)

B

HOME

MISSION
BOARD.SBC

1350 Spring Street, W
Atlanta, GA 30367-5601

A Southern Baptist Comtentiom g
Cooperative Program and the A

15.58
11.9¢
1111
1033
9.83
9.68
954
933
899
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$500 MILLION LOST

Religious Scams

by Kathy Palen
Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affairs

WASHINGTON (BP)—More than 15,000
Americans have lost almost $500 million
during the past five years as a result of
religiously oriented investment scams, ac-
cording to a report released Aug. 7.

‘‘Preying on the Faithful: The False Pro-
phets of the Investment World,"” based on
a survey of state securities agency enforce-
ment cases, was released by the North
American Securities Administrators
Association and the Council of Better
Business Bureaus.

The report points to “‘an alarming in-
crease in the number of investment
schemes peddled to religious people.”’ It
cites a variety of religiously oriented
schemes, including “'self-proclaimed ‘born
again’ financial planners, con artists claim-
ing to be endorsed by local and national
church officials and givers of ‘divinely in-
spired’ investments advice'" about coins,
precious metals, real estate, stocks, and oil
and gas wells.

“‘Religiously oriented scams are one of
today’s hottest tickets for investment
swindlers,”” said John C. Baldwin, the
association’s president and director of the
Utah Division of Securities. ""The problem
here is not religion but the growing number
of swindlers who cynically exploit
religious faith in order to fleece unsuspec-
ting members of the flock."”

The report includes a list of reasons for
the rise in religiously oriented investment
schemes:

— Many of the scams are based on dire
predictions of imminent financial and
social chaos.

— The tight-knit structure of many
religious groups is a perfect environment

SONSHINE INN

(Open all Year)
© |deal for Small Groups
or Families
Entire Unit
® Four Large Bedrooms
® 2 Baths and Kitchen
$100 per Night
R1. 1, Box 459 * Eureka Springs, AR 72632
(Next to Ozark Mountain Hoe Down)

501-253-6095

for an investment swindler.

— Specialized media outlets, including
religious magazines and radio stations,
make targeting members of religious groups
easy.

— The schemes frequently involve in-
vestments that are claimed to have some
connection to a church or religious
institution.

— Perpetrators of such scams often
equate faith in their schemes with religious
faith.

**Con artists are concerned with matters
of ethics and religious beliefs only insofar
as they can be used to run a scam,” said
James H. Mcllhenny, Council of Better
Business Bureaus president. "They will go
to any length, including the exploitation of
churches and deeply held religious beliefs,
if they think it will work. They will take
their 30 pieces of silver any way they can
get them."”

The report also lists tips for avoiding
such scams:

— Be wary of investments that seem
closely tied to a particular religious belief.
"It makes little sense that an investment
opportunity would be available only to
members of a specific church or faith,’ the
report says.

— Be cautious if the promoter of an in-
vestment opportunity tries to capitalize on
connections or a leadership position
within a religious group.

— Be on guard if 2 new church member
springs up with a “surefire’’ investment
scheme. "'Some con artists will waste lit-
tle or no time in worming their way into
a religious circle,”” the report warns. "'Find
out who you are dealing with and what
their background, if any, is within the
church”

— Look closely at investments promoted
by fellow church members. ''Keep in mind
that one of the con artist’s most persuasive
hooks will be the testimony of your friends
and fellow believers,'” the report advises.

— Ignore claims that religiously based in-
vestments are unregulated. According to
the report, **Virtually all investment oppor-
tunities, including church bonds, come
under the scope of state and federal
securities or commodities laws."

— Check out any promoter and his in-
vestment opportunity. ‘‘Don't suspend
your doubt about an investment just
because the promoter has made some
claims about church connections,” the
report says. “‘All promoters and investors
should be checked out thoroughly before
money changes hands."

— Don't give a break to a swindler who
hides behind religion.

*Once discovered, investments
swindlers promoting schemes to church
members sometimes plea for Christian
forgiveness,”" the report concludes. ‘‘Others
will warn of the danger to the church or
the greater faith if the scam is exposed.
Don't listen to these self-serving appeals.

“‘If you suspect that you have been ap-
proached or taken by a con artist, report
them to your state securities agency.”

PREMIER BUS &
COACH SALES

Cransportation Specialists

‘‘Available: 15-Passenger Vans
to 29-Passenger Buses’
Located at
Williamson Motor Company
Hwy. 62W, Green Forest, Ark.

501-438-5865 or 501-438-6447

Southern Oklahoma
Baptist Village

Route 3, Box 101, Madill, OK 73446
405-564-3776
Retirement At Its Best
Affordable Apts/1&2 Bdrm
Central Heat & AC
Modern Kitchen/Lg. Closets/Storage
Garden Plots/Sun Rooms
Swimming Pool/Recreation Rm/Arts & Crafts
Planned Activities/Shopping Trips/Bible Study
Beauty Shop
All Utilities Paid execpet Electricity
Emergency Medical Care Nearby
Full-time Chaplain
Weekday lunch available
All Apts. open to inside hall
Complex secure at night
If you are 55 or older, and able to
care for yourself, check us out.

Location: 5 MI S of Madill on Highway
70 (10 minutes to Lake Texoma)
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PLEASENOTE
date change to avoid
conflict with Billy Graham
Crusade.

September 29-30, 1989

Geyer Springs First Baptist Church
5615 Geyer Springs Road
Little Rock

SCHEDULE

CHILD CARE

Friday Evening, September 29

General Officers, Adult Workers, and Workers with Mentally Handicapped:

6:50  General Session-Auditorium
Mike Huckabee, Speaker

7:45  Age-group conferences

915 Adjourn

Youth, Children, and Preschool Workers:

6:50  Age-group conferences

825  General Session-Auditotium
Mike Huckabee, Speaker

9:15  Adjourn

Saturday, September 30
830 Age-group conferences

(Break scheduled by conference leaders)
12:30  Adjourn

CHILD CARE FOR
PRESCHOOLERS

Child care will be provided for
preschoolers binth through three from
outside the Little Rock-Nonth Little Rock
area. Churches in Pulaski and North
Pulaski Associations should provide care
for their preschoolers.

A $5,00 fee will be charged for each
child. Reservations must be made
through the Sunday School Department
office by September 22.

Reservations can be made by writing
or calling the Sunday School
Departmeat, P. 0. Box 552, Litle Rock,
AR 72203, phone 376-4791, Please
provide the name and birth date
of each
child when
the reservations
arem,

CONFERENCES AND CONFERENCE LEADERS

GENERAL OFFICERS
Pastors/Staff, 500+ enrolled

Geasl Spicer, Little Rock, AR

David Welch, Little Rock, AR
Pastors/Staf, 150-500 enrolled

John Matthews, Jonesboro, AR
Experienced Sunday School Directors

Bruce Raley, Jonesboro, AR
New Sunday School Directors

Joe Finfrock, Gentry, AR
General Outreach Leaders

Jim L. Harvey, BSSB, Nashville, TN

KOREAN LANGUAGE
Dennis Kim, Las Vegas, NV

ADULTS
Senior Adults

Ross West, BSSB, Nashville, TN
Median Adults

Larry Ware, BSSB, Nashville, TN

Craig F. Stout, Jackson, MO
Young Adults

Frances Price, Knoxville, TN
Single Adults

Katie Grogan, Lutherville, MD
Homebound Adults
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Special Session

Florida Baptists Join Highly Charged Abortion Debate

by Greg Warner
Florida Baptist Witness

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. (BP)—Florida Bap-
tists will join the highly charged abortion
debate next month when they hold a rare
special session of their state convention.

The session, set for Sept. 8-9 in Orlan-
do, is intended to influence Florida
lawmakers to adopt more restrictive abor-
tion legislation during their own special
session one month later—Oct. 10-13.

By an estimated 55 percent majority
vote, members of Florida Baptists' State
Board of Missions approved the request of
state convention president Bill Billingsley
of Hollywood to hold the special session.
It will be only the third time in the

128-year history of the Florida Baptist State *

Convention—and the first time in 22
years—that a special session has been
called.

“lI want our society to know that
Southern Baptists are not going to stand by
quietly while women are having abortions
for convenience and economic reasons,’
Billingsley said in issuing the call. “*Human
life is more precious than that.”

Both of the convention's vice presidents
opposed the unusual meeting, but Bill-
ingsley, pastor of Sheridan Hills Baptist
Church in Hollywood, said the session is
“d ded by political circ e The

weeks or older if it is determined they can
survive outside the womb and if the
pregnancy does not threaten the life of the
mother; require doctors to inform women
considering abortions about the health and
development of the fetus; and require abor-
tion clinics to meet stricter medical
standards.

One of those who met with the gover-
nor was Daytona Beach pastor Bobby
Welch, who arranged the 30-minute
meeting and initiated the idea of a special
session. “If the governor of the state will
call, for political and humanitarian reasons,
a special session of the state legislature, it
is unthinkable to me that Florida Baptists
will not reciprocate for spiritual reasons
and the sanctity of life,”" said Welch, pastor
of First Church of Daytona Beach.

Martinez, a strong opponent of abortion,
has agreed to speak at the special session,
which will be held in Downtown Baptist
Church in Orlando.

Billingsley said he will ask at

Messengers also will be asked to approve
formation of a 15-member committee that
will plan a strategy for the Florida Baptist
Convention and Florida Baptist churches
to implement homes for unwed mothers,
adoption services, foster care services,
crisis pregnancy centers, and education in
Christian sexuality.

Such a response is critical even if no
changes are made in the state’s abortion
laws, said John Sullivan, Florida Baptists’
executive director treasurer.

“‘I don't want us to have a special ses-
sion just to pass another resolution on
abortion,” Sullivan said. ‘I want us to
define some procedures and strategies for
carrying through the decision of the con-
vention."”

At Billingsley's request, Sullivan invited
Richard Land, executive director of the
Southern Baptist Christian Life Commis-
sion, to meet with Florida Baptist leaders
Aug. 18 to help draft the statement and
rec dation to be pr d to the

the September convention to adopt a
“‘foundational, generic statement’’ on abor-
tion, one he said could be supported by
almost all Florida Baptists.

Plans also call for the convention to train
messengers in ways to influence their
lcgislators and offer suggestions for

regular annual meeting of the Florida Bap-
tist State Convention is scheduled for Nov.
13-15, which he said would be too late to
influence state legislators.

Billingsley called for the special session
after he and three other prominent Florida
Baptists met with Florida Gov. Bob Mar-
tinez July 25, the same day Martinez detail-
ed his proposal for an overhaul of the
state’s abortion leglslzuon

The governor’s plan would paraliel
1 on enacted in i and upheld
recently by the U.S. Supreme Court in the
celebrated Webster decision. It would pro-
hibit abortions performed by state
employees or in state facilities except in
cases of rape, incest or to save the life of
the mother; prohibit abortion of fetuses 20
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CARPET-LIGHTING FIXTURES
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g a “‘caravan’’ of Baptists to go to
thc state caplml of Tallahassee during the
special legislative session.

special session.

The statement was taken primarily from
Land’s introduction to the CLC's friend-of-
the-court brief submitted to the U.S.
Supreme Court during debate of the
Webster decision.

The statement acknowledges the reality
and right of disagreement among Baptists
on abortion, then adds: ‘‘Nevertheless, we
are far more united in our agreement that
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legal change is needed than we are divid-
ed about some of the difficult cir-
uumsmnu.s about which dnagr&cmtm ex-
ists.

**We believe human life to be sacred and
begins at conception,’ the statement s
It denounces *‘casual attitudes about abor-
tion"’ contained in current laws and insists
*‘the right of human life must be protected
by the state.”"

In order to minimize divisiveness,
leaders said, the statement does not deal
with which, if any, exceptions to abortion
are morally permissible. Nor does it take
a specific stand on Gov. Martinez's pro-
posals, adding simply, *‘We must support
legislation that will achieve dramatic sav-
ing and nurturing of human life."”

Carolyn Anderson of Lakeland, second
vice president of the convention, wrote a
letter to State Board of Missions members
opposing the special session, objecting that
a special session would be “'divisive" and
“‘political,’”” and that it was not the proper
way to deal with the abortion issue.

She was invited to attend the meeting
with Land. Afterward she said she could
support the outcome. *'The issue of hav-
ing the (special) convention is behind us,
therefore we need to work together and be
united as much as possible,’” she said
described the statement as **palatable’
said it “‘can have a significant impact on
reducing abortions.”

“*What I'm most excited about are the
long-term plans,” she added. Through the
proposed adoption services and sex educa-
tion, she said, Florida Baptists can help
women keep from “‘having to make the
choice for abortion.”

Land, meanwhile, applauded the proac-
tive stance of Florida Baptists in the battle
over abortion legislation. He said Florida
is a “‘bellwether’ state on the abortion
issue not only because Martinez was the
first governor to call a special legislative
session but because of the state's s
demographic character and ethnic
diversity.

He suggested other Baptist state conven-
tions will look for leadership to the role
of Florida Baptists play in abortion
legislation.

The program for the special session will
feature Land and Martinez as keynote
speakers Friday night, Sept. 8. Welch and
Sullivan will speak Saturday morning, Sept.
9.

The Friday night program also will in-
clude a memorial observance for the
thousands of unborn babies that have been
aborted in America and video testimonies
by several physicians explaining why they
abstain from performing abortions.
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This Woman Made
The Same Mistake
You're About To.

She was suffering from depression and didn’t know it — and
she didn't seek help. She was having trouble sleeping not enjoying
things she used to, feeling alienated — nothing to seek medical
help about, she thought

You may be experiencing symptoms of depression, too
Symptoms you aren't recognizing. They may not be affecting your
job or your family — yet. But like any medical condition needing
treatment — you don't know how much better life can be until it
is better

And treatment is available to make it better — at the
Behavorial Medicine Center at Baptist Memorial Medical Center

Behavioral medicine is healthcare that deals with depression,
stress, anxiety, panic disorders, relationship problems, grief,
obsessive/compulsive behavior — those things that keep
coping with everyday life — and from enjoying it

At Baptist Memorial Medical Center, we provide that care with
an attitude of Christian compassion and personal concern. Qur
18-bed inpatient Behavioral Medicine Center offers individualized
treatment programs, administered by a team of medical professionals

for patients over age 18. Under the medical direction of Dr. Rob
Rice. of the Minirth-Meler-Rice Clinic, complete clinical support is
available from all the resources of Baptist Memorial Medical Center
and Baptist Medical tem. Testing diagnosis, evaluation and
therapy all take place in a comforting home-like atmosphere within
our hospital setting

Don't mistake depression for something else. Not when you
can get relief Let us help. Call us at 376-8200 or outside Pulaski
County, 1-800-262-0054, toll free

BEHAVIORAL MEDICINE CENTER

Sl
-

BAPTIST MEMORIAL
MEDICAL CENTER

One Pershing Circle
North Little Rock, Arkansas 72114-1899
Operated by Baptist Medical System
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YOU CAN OWN THE MOST
EXTRAORDINARY BIBLE STUDY
TOOL IN THE WORLD.

CDWORD"—The Interactive Bible Library

CDWORD Is Unique Among Bible Programs —
Interactive Technology That Puts An Entire
Biblical Library In The Palm Of Your Hand.
Now, with a CDWORD compact disc, your IBM com-
patible computer and a CD-ROM player, you can access a
complete, 20,000-plus page, biblical library, including:
B Two Greek texts - Sepruagint & Greek New Testament
B Four English Bible translations - KJV, NIV, NASB,
RSV ® Two of the world’ leading Bible dictionaries -
Harpers Bible & New Bible ® Three Grezek lexicons -
“Little Kittel! BAGD, Liddell & Scot: ® Three leading
Bible commentaries - Bible Knowledge, Harper's Bible,
Jerome’s @ Grammar tags - Parsings for every word in the
Greek New Testament and Septuagint ® Plus hundreds of
detailed Bible maps, charts, illustrations and graphics.

CDWORD: The
Bible Study
Aid That
Thinks Like
You Think.

There is nothing else like COWORD, because “Hypertext”
technology makes it interactive. This means, at the touch
of a button, you can move anywhere in COWORDY vast
biblical library — from Bible text . . . to Greek text . . . to
parsing . . . to dictionaries . . . to commentaries . . . t0
concordance . . . to maps and graphics — all with amazing
flexibility and creativity.

CDWORD: No Serious Student Of The Bible
Can Afford To Be Without It.

B cpDWORD multiplies your Bible study productivity

B Cuts your “search™ time dramatically giving you
hundreds of extra hours of study time each year ® Signifi-
cantly enhances the caliber and quality of your sermons,
reports, test scores, lessons, ctc. @ Gives you pinpoint
accuracy ® Expands your understanding of Gods Word
B [5 casy to learn and use even for people who have never
used a computer.

CDWORD is earning the acclaim of serious students of
the Bible everywhere, including nationally-known Christian
leaders, seminary professors, students, ministers and laymen
of all denominations who have seen COWORD first-hand:
“This is truly one of the opportunities of a lifetime, thus
JSor me to commend this unusual invention to our modern
world . . . Truly, truly it is a new day when we are able to
use so magnificent an adjunct in our study of and presen-
tation of the infallible Word of God.”

Dr. W.A. Criswell, First Baptist Church, Dallas, Texas

“. .. Itis in short the most extraordinary Bible study tool |

have ever seen. I will use it daily, increasingly,

and profitably.” Dr. Joel Gregory, President
Baptist General Convention of Texas

“CDWORD is a ‘hyperleap’ forward in Bible study programs
Sor personal computers. . . . in a class by itself.”

Dr. Russell H. Dilday, Jr., President

Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary

Fort Worth, Texas

“Without qualification I recommend that every pastor, every
theologian, and every serious layman purchase COWORD."
Dr. Paige Patterson, President

The Criswell College, Dallas, Texas

“I have looked at many software programs for ministers
and this is without a doubt the finest I have ever seen.”
Dr. James T. Draper, Jr., Past President
Southern Baptist Convention

“COWORD is an absolute essential for every pastor who is a

serious student of the Word. Every church should provide

one for their pastor.” Dr. Charles F. Stanley
First Baptist Church, Atlanta, Georgia

Contact your local distributor, ask for it at your local
bookstore, or call CDWORD directly.

Only $595.
Send Check
Or Money .
Order, Or Call
214-770-2414 |

o= === === = — = — = — =~
| YES! CDWORD IS EXTRAORDINARY!
() 1WOULD LIKE TO ORDER CDWORD. My check, money order or VISA/ MASTERCARD
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'LESSONS FOR LIVING!

Convention Uniform

Life and Work

Bible Book

We Are Responsible

by D.C. McAtee, First Church,
Forrest City

Basic passage: Ezekiel 18:2-4,30-31
Focal passage: Ezekiel 18:30

Central truth: We are responsible to
God for our sins—not others.

Ezekiel's vision of the glory of God in
last week’s study provided the setting for
his call to a prophetic ministry (Ez. 2-3).
Chapters 2-17 tell us of the many ways the
Israelites had rebelled against God.

The experiences of today's lesson took
place about 592 B.C. near Babylon as the
principle of individual accountability is
reiterated. The people of Israel used the
proverb in verses 2-3 to blame their
ancestors for their sufferings. The Lord was
displeased with their self-righteous attitude
and told them to face up to their own
shortcomings and change their ways. It's
easy to blame others for our bad cir-
cumstances or sins—our parents, peers,
boss, spouse, or the devil. No one likes to
say “'It's my fault,” but if we will admit our
sins and ask forgiveness, God will answer.

In verse 21, we see God's desire to save
all who will come unto him and turn from
their wicked ways. He also promised to
forgive and remember their sins against
them no more forever (v. 22 and He. 8:12).
We can imply from this that if our sins are
ever mentioned to us again, it is from the
Devil and not from the Lord.

God pled with his people to repent in
verse 30. He knew how quickly his chosen
people would turn from him and go back
into their sinful ways, so he warned them
again that they were all going to be judg-
ed. Therefore, they must repent. How like
these people we Christians are today. God
is fully aware of our actions, words—even
thoughts—and expects us to repent, which
means more than the emotional feeling of
being sorry. We also are to stop doing the
things that we know are displeasing to God
and begin living as we know he wants us
to live.

Verses 31-32 are a final plea for Israel to
get a new heart and a new spirit, for it is
not the will of the Father that any should
perish but that all might be saved. We to-
day need “‘a new heart,’” one that wants to
please God and do his will, and *a new
spirit,”’ one that is determined to be obe-
dient at all times. People choose their
destiny—whether they will be a curse or
a blessing to those who live around them.
This lesson treatment Is based on the International Bible Lesson for

Christian Teaching. Uniform Serles. Copyright International Coun-
il of Educatlon, Used by permission.
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Wisdom of Relationships

by David Moore, Immanuel Church,
Pine Bluff

Basic passage: Proverbs 3:27-30; 10:12;
15:18; 17:9; 19:11; 21:21; 27:4; 29:22
Focal passage: Proverbs 3:27-28; 10:12;
15:18; 19:11

Central truth: We should treat others
with love and forgiveness.

Inasmuch as it depends on us, we are to
live at peace with all people (Ro. 12:18). In
this lesson, we are reminded by the various
verses of the importance of right
relationships.

The "“Golden Rule" is a simple principle
by which we should live with others. If
your neighbor lives beside you in a trusting
manner, then you should be trustworthy.
He should know that you will always treat
him with respect and courtesy.

If, on the other hand, we have a hot
temper, then we are certain to raise ten-
sions and hostilities with others. Anger and
hatred can stir up a mess in relationships.
Arguments erupt when tempers flare.

Then a more serious problem emerges.
We want to hold on to a grudge. We have
a hard time forgetting and forgiving. So we
keep remembering what that person said
or did.

Now there is always another response.
Even though we fail to see that we are
responding to the crisis or situation, we are
still choosing a response. That reaction can
simply be the attitude that we are going to
let it all blow out in a fit of rage or we are
going to keep it closed up in a bitter spirit.

The wise man tells us that there is a bet-
ter response, however. It is the path of love
and forgiveness. If you want to have friends
and maintain relationships, you must learn
the art of forgiveness. When people wrong
you, just make your mind up that you are
not going to remember their wrong. You
have chosen to forgive them.

We should decide before we encounter
another person what our attitude will be
toward them. Rather than reacting to what
they do to us, we can choose to love them
no matter what they do.

You are a wise person if you simply ig-
nore the wrongs you suffer. If you are go-
ing to remember “‘it,’”’ then the person you
will harm will be yourself. Your bitter spirit
will destroy you. Love demands that you
forgive and ignore the wrongs suffered. Pa-
tience brings peace! Try it and see for
yourself.

“This lesson is based oa the Life a0d Work Curriculum for Southern

Baptist Churches, copyright by the Suaday School Board of the
Southern Baptist Convention. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Israel’s Great God

by Robert O. Pruett, University
Church, Fayetteville

Basic passage: Numbers 22:1 to 36:13

Focal passage: Numbers 22:1-6;
23:1-20; 24:1-11; 25:1-5

Central truth: Man’s faith commitment
to God assures him of a relationship
with a God able and willing to protect
and bless.

Imagine how the king of Moab, Balak,
must have felt when he saw thousands of
desert people, the people of Yahweh, head-
ed towards his country. Not only were they
powerful in number; their god protected
and guided them.

Balak could think of only one way to
defeat this horde, and that was to use the
occult. The popular way was to use a seer,
or prophet, to call out and cause an effect.
The problem was that the seer Balak chose
was Balaam, who was under the guidance
of Yahweh, the God of Israel.

To summarize the events which follow-
ed: Balak sent an envoy to convince Balaam
to be employed to help defeat this horde
of desert invaders. Balaam didn't know
these were the people of Yahweh. After
asking Yahweh what he should do, he was
told not to be involved. Balak would not
take no for an answer and ended up con-
vincing Balaam to proceed. A very in-
teresting communication between an angel
of the Lord and Balaam goes on, but
Balaam still continued on to attempt the
curse. After arriving on the scene, Balaam
realized he was dealing with the people of
Yahweh and that Yahweh would not allow
him to harm his people. Balaam ended up
confirming the blessings of Yahweh on
Israel instead of pronouncing a curse on
them. Yahweh was truly a faithful God to
his people.

Israel did to themselves what God would
not allow the world to do to them. Because
of their backsliding into temptation of sex-
ual immorality with the Moabite women
and being seduced into the pagan worship
of Baal, they were punished by their own
god for their own sins. Yahweh ordered all
that were involved in the sin of sexual im-
morality, marrying the pagan women, and
offering sacrifice to Baal killed. Twenty-
four thousand were publicly killed. Only
under their own initiative were the people
of Yahweh cursed. Even through this time
of purging and cleansing was God once
again bringing his people back to him.

‘This lesson treatment s based on the Bible Book Study for Southern
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‘Abandoned, Corrected’

by Al Shackleford
Baptist Press

NASHVILLE (BP)—Lloyd Elder ‘'felt
abandoned" after trustees spent more than
an hour discussing whether to fire him
from his post as president of the Southern
Baptist Sunday Board.

“‘I have not felt so abandoned since our
daughter died in an automobile accident,”
Elder told SSB employees during an
assembly Aug. 11.

During an Aug. 7-9 meeting, trustees
spent more than an hour discussing 2 mo-
tion to dismiss the president and declare
the post vacant. The motion subsequently
was withdrawn.
er said he is resolved to do God's will
in his life and *‘to rally with energy and his
grace, which is sufficient, to stay and en-
dure with high purpose for the long term
in service as president of the Sunday
School Board and to depend upon the
Lord, upon Southern Baptists and upon
you as fellow employees to do that with
cffectiveness.”

Following his practice of reporting to
employees about trustee meetings, Elder
reviewed reorganization and personnel ac-
tions taken by trustees and then discussed
their actions concerning him.

The general administration committee
had presented recommendations that in-
structed Elder to refrain from perceived
political activity and to seek a balance in
denominational viewpoints in speakers,
writers and authors. The recommendations
also asked that a committee be appointed
to draft an instrument to evaluate the per-
formance of the president.

During discussion, the motion to dismiss
Elder was presented.

Elder told the assembly audience of
about 1,000 employees, retirees and
visitors, *“This has been a tremendously dif-
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iult time for Lloyd and Sue Elder.

“After the motion was withdrawn —
which I consider the depth of cowardice
on the part of the trustee who withdrew
it — I felt as if I had been laid out on a table
for surgery and cut wide open, and left
there to see if I would live.”’

It was personally painful for his dismissal
to be discussed for an hour and never voted
on, he said, and asked, *‘How do we know
how many trustees would have voted for
it?"*

“The trustee body can deal with the
president. It is their will that has to be
determined and all the allegations made,
whether true or false, are not really the
basis,"" Elder said.

“‘It is the will of the body that prevails
as far as the election or the disposition of
the president,”” he added.

After the motion to dismiss the president
was withdrawn, the trustees passed the
committee's recommendations, adding an
amendment which stated *“‘in this context™
support for Elder and pledged their efforts
to work for the success of his presidency.

A QUIET MOUNTAINSIDE.

A STEADFAST FAITH.

“'Eighteen able, fine trustees have the
perception that I have engaged in political
activity and I must take that very serious-
ly. I will not ignore it,”" he said, adding that
he operates under two principles: “‘never,
never be involved in political activity'' and
“‘never, never be quiet when the environ-
ment has a direct effect on the well being
of the Baptist Sunday School Board.”

He continued, "‘Strong, good represen-
tatives of the board of trustees have in-
structed me to seek balance in our
speakers, writers and authors. It is our in-
struction. There is absolutely no way I can
carry that out without your help.

Elder said that in spite of the withdrawn
motion and the approved recommenda-
tions, he feels support. ""The administra-
tion made 45 recommendations to the
trustees, all of which were passed over-
whelmingly,” he observed.

He said he also felt corrected. ""No one
of us s .lho\n accountability, and I will not
run from it.!

At the conclusion of his address, Elder
received anding ovation and about a
dozen large sheets of paper with written
support from employees. Sue Elder was
presented a bouquet of roses.

by Gail MacDonald
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between our Christian walk and her journey up the Strela Pass in Switzer-
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man Gai
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urges the character of Christ to emerge in all of our lives. Keep Climbing
g sa trlumphant work of faith that reflects one woman's trust in God.
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‘AVOWED HOMOSEXUAL'

Seminary Dismisses Student

by David Wilkinson
Southern Baptist Theological Semlnary
LOUISVILLE, Ky. (BP)—An avowed
| has been

quired to withdraw

as a student at Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary.

Kevin Kouba, 32, from Florissant, Mo.,

was forced to withdraw in mid-July after

a fellow student at the Louisville, Ky.,
school charged that Kouba was involved in
homosexual behavior.

Following a hearing involving both
students, the dean of the school oi Church
Music and the vice president for student
services, Kouba was instructed to withdraw
from school.
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Since then, Kouba has appealed the deci-
sion before two disciplinary groups com-
posed of students, faculty and ad-
ministrators. Both times the appeal was
denied.

Following the second appeal Aug. 23,
Kouba told Louisville television and
newspaper reporters he plans to pursue the
final step in the seminary's appeals process
and take his complaint to seminary Presi-
dent Roy L. Honeycutt.

Kouba has argued that the seminary's
policy forbidding homosexual behavior is
discriminatory and that his initial hearing
was unfair. He claimed he was told in the
hearing that he would not be ‘“‘expelled"
if he was truthful, yet after confessing to
the allegations he was required to
“withdraw.”

Students required to withdraw eventual-
ly may apply for re-admission if they meet
requi ished by the inary.
Expulsion, however, is irrevocable.

Kouba, who had planned to graduate
with a degree in church music next May,
said he believes he should be allowed to
stay at the seminary and pursue a church
music career.

He has been supported in his appeal by
members of Honesty, a gay-rights group.

Seminary officials have declined to com-
ment on details of the case, citing students’
privacy rights. However, a statement issued
Aug. 30 by the seminary claimed the
disciplinary policy is ‘‘thorough and fair.""

The statement noted that every student
receives a copy of the seminary’s
disciplinary policy which states that cer-
tain actions, including ““homosexual
behavior and heterosexual misconduct,”
are ‘‘unacceptable’’ in the seminary
community.

nts

Teleconference
Set for Sept. 17

NASHVILLE—Churches with an in-
tercessory prayer ministry or those who are
interested in starting one should tune in to
a National Prayer Corps teleconference
Sunday, Sept. 17.

The teleconference will be broadcast live
on the Baptist Telecommunications Net-
work from 3-5 p.m.

The National Prayer Corps is comprised
of about 10,000 people who have pledg-
ed to pray 30 minutes each day for
Southern Baptist Convention causes.

Call-in questions about the National
Prayer Corps, intercessory prayer ministries
and mission prayer emphases will be
answered by a panel of three. Panelists in-
clude TW. Hunt, Henry Blackaby, and
Minette Drumwright.
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Subscriber Services

The Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine
offers subscription plans at three rates:

Every Resident Family Plan
gives churches a premium rate when
they send the Newsmagazine to all their
resident houscholds. Resident families
are calculated to be at least one-fourth
of the church’s Sunday School enroll-
ment. Churches who send only to
members who request a subscription do
not qualify for this lower rate of $5.52
per year for each subscription.

A Group Plan (formerly called the
Club Plan) allows church members to
get a better than individual rate when
10 or more of them send their subscrip-
tions together through their church.
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Subscribers through the group plan pay
$6.12 per year.

Individual subscriptions may be
purchased by anyone at the rate of $6.99
per year. These subscriptions are more
costly because they require individual at-
tention for address changes and renewal
notices.

Changes of address by individuals
may be made with the above form.

When inquiring about your
subscription by mail, please include the
address label. Or call us at (501)
376-4791, ext. 5156. Be prepared to give
us your code line information.
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Islam Could
Dominate World

RIDGECREST, N.C. (BP)— Islam could
soon become the world's dominant
religion, a Southern Baptist interfaith
witness leader told state evangelism direc-
tors at the Southern Baptist Home Missions
Conference at Ridgecrest (N.C.) Baptist
Conference Center.

Gary Leazer, director of the HMB's inter-
faith witness department, said Muslims
could easily become the world's dominant
religion by the year 2025. There are now
more than 800 million Muslims worldwide,
compared with 1.6 billion Christians
worldwide.

“If Muslims continue to grow at their
present rate, they will number 5.8 million
in America by the turn of the century and
surpass the number of American Jews,”
Leazer said. There are currently more than
4 million American Muslims. ““This in-
crease is dueo Muslims’ evangelistic zeal
and the fact that Jews do not proselytize
and are having more marriages outside
their faith."”

Muslims have a strong zeal to gather
followers in all nations, particularly in
Christian nations where they are allowed
to evangelize alongside other faiths, he add-
ed. Evangelism efforts by Christians are
outlawed in Muslim countries,

Islam stresses surrender to one God, call-
ed Allah. Jesus is one of the six major
Muslim prophets, but Muhammad is the
last and supreme prophet. Muslims adhere
to the teachings of the Korean.

Fired Missionary
To Teach

KANSAS CITY, Mo. (BP)—Michael
Willett, who was dismissed as a Southern
Baptist foreign missionary last year, will
teach this fall at a Methodist seminary in
Kansas City, Mo.

Willett, 33, was dismissed by the
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board Ju-
ly 21, 1988, for “‘doctrinal ambiguity,”" par-
ticularly regarding the deity, miracles and
physical resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Willett was in language study in Costa
Rica when another missionary in language
school voiced concern about Willett's
theology.

A year after his firing, Willett says h: snll
is l‘ghung bitterness over the di

In the interview, Willett added: ‘There
is some anger and I am working through
this. But anger can be constructive. When
someone has been hurt deeply as I have
been, naturally there would be some
anger.”’

Willett will teach New Testament at St.
Paul School of Theology as an adjunct pro-
fessor with a one-year contract beginning
this fall. In the spring, he also will teach
a class at Central Baptist Theological
Seminary, an American Baptist institution
in Kansas City, Kan.

He told the Kansas City newspaper he
has no long term plans because ‘‘certain
opportunities in Southern Baptist life have
been robbed from me. Many administrators
and professors are supportive and sym-
pathetic, but because of their constituen-
cies, it would be unlikely that they would
hire me, ...."

Willett, of Liberty, Mo., earned his doc-
torate at Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary in Louisville, Ky., in 1985. He has
taught at Southern Seminary; William
Jewell College, a Missouri Baptist-related
school in Liberty, Mo.; and Midwestern
Baptist Theological Seminary in Kansas
City.

He was appointed by the FMB in 1987
and was to teach in Venezuela.

Student Killed
In Shelling

BEIRUT, Lebanon (BP)—A Beirut Baptist
School student has been killed and several
Baptist buildings have been damaged dur-
ing the latest round of shelling in Beirut.

Danny Melki, 10, died in a Beirut
hospital four days after being injured when
a shell struck his home three blocks from
Beirut Baptist School in West Beirut, where
he was a student. Lower grades of the
school have been unable to meet for some
time.

Melki was the school’s first student
killed since fighting associated with the
Israeli invasion in 1982, said Southern
Baptist representative Jim Ragland, who
closely monitors the Beirut situation from
Cyprus.

Edgar Traboulsi, pastor of a new Baptist
congregation at Archrifieh, narrowly
escaped death when a rocket hit his apart-
ment building in East Beirut, near Arab
Baptist Seminary. Traboulsi had just gone
downstairs moments before a rocket hit the

Buildi 1oded

“‘Bitterness is a poison that can kill so-
meone's spirit,”” he told Helen Gray,
religion editor of the Kansas City Times.
*‘Iam committed to not allowing bitterness
to capture me."’

P and severely damaged
two rooms of his apartment.

A 1986 graduate of the Baptist seminary,
he has been leading a new congregation at
Archrifieh, a city of some 10,000 people
in the highlands of East Beirut.
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