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Ring of
Promise

ALEXANDRIA, La. (BP)—Calvin Cantrell
will return 2 ‘‘ring of promise’’ during a
visit to Korea this month.

Yoo Chung Me pressed the ring into Can-
trell’s hand in 1980 after he made 2 pro-
mise to pray for her mother's profession
of faith in Christ. Her pastor, Johnny Yoo,
explained to Cantrell the ring ‘‘sealed a
promise,”’ and returning it before the act
was complete would be unethical.

In March Cantrell, associate evangelism
director for the Louisiana Baptist Conven-
tion, received word the mother has made
a profession of faith. The ring was taken
from his bank safety box for the journey

that she gave me something of great value
to her in exchange for my promise to pray
for her mother's salvation.”

Pastor Yoo now is a professor at Korean
Baptist Seminary in Seoul. Chung Me is a
seminary student and about to be married
to a Baptist minister.

Cantrell is leading a team of 30 Louisiana
Baptists for the church evangelistic
crusades the first two weeks of May.

The team is working in the same 20
churches where Lay Evangelism School
training was given in March, said Cantrell.

In late April, 20 people volunteered to
join 10 cvzngcllsls as members of the
witness teams. * l.oulsizm volunteers have

ded in an after
Korcz sent us a message they wanted

by Lc to lead evangelistic
services in 20 chumhcs

The episode shows the extent Korean
Baptists believe in the power of prayer,
Cantrell said, noting, ‘““Yoo Chung Me
believed in the power of prayer so much

listic witness teams to work with

their witnesses,’’ said Cantrell.
“‘In March we trained 823 persons in the
techniques of witnessing. They will be
members of our teams in May,” he

reported.
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e
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Christian
Friendship

Philippians 1:1-11

Friendship is one of the treasures of life
and a choice blessing of salvation.
Friendlessness impoverishes the human
spirit. Christian friendship is:

Indicated by thankfulness (vv. 3-5)—A
friendship d with unadul d
joy is rare indeed. But Paul could truly ex-
press thankfulness to God for the joy of
fellowship in the work of Christ which he
experienced in Philippi from the ‘‘first
day” to the time of writing (vv. 4-5). Paul’s
friends had shared with him in a cause of
common interest which began when Lydia
opened her home to Paul. He recalled this
continuing friendship with obvious delight
and thankfulness.

Characterized by confidence (vv. 6-7)—
Paul’s confidence in the continuing
fellowship of service issued from his heart-
felt love for his friends, his belief in their
experience of Christ, and his faith in the
power of God. He knew that ‘‘because God
completes what he begins, man’s possibili-
ty is always greater than his ability.’3

Evidenced by intercession (vv. 4, 9-11)—
After expressing thanksgiving for friend-
ship, Paul interceded for his friends, ask-
ing that their ‘‘love (might) abound”’ (v. 9).
Love, the preeminent quality of God,
should be reflected in our lives

as well.

‘When missionary Boyd O'Neal, reached
his post in North Brazil, the retiring mis-
sionary said to him: *‘Boyd, I never learn-
ed to speak the language well, but I did
learn to love the Brazilian people. And that
has made all the difference.”

But Paul was specific in the kind of love
for which he interceded. Love, he said,
should abound in knowledge and discern-
ment (v. 9). No one doubts the love of the
little girl who puts her cat into the oven
to warm him—but we would doubt her
wisdom. Ignorant love is dangerous; in-
sightful love is edifying.

Discerning love, Paul added, involves the
ability to evaluate and the courage to
choose the excellent above the merely
good, to defend truth against all the
disguises of error (v. 10). Paul also interced-
ed for love that reflects spiritual attrac-
tiveness. To be sincere means to be found
flawless when examined in the sunlight,
and to be without offense means not to be
a stumbling block.

Finally, Paul interceded for love that
results in the fruits of righteousness (v. 11).
To be faultless in a negative way is not suf-
ficient. The Christian must manifest the
fruit of the Spirit (Ga. 5:22-23) which result
in “the glory and praise of God.”

from **Proclaim,” April-June 1980. Copyright
1980 The Sunday School Board of the Southern Baptist
Conveatlon. All

subscrij

iption Informati
Dept., 127 Ninth Ave. North, Nashville, TN 37234.
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R EDITOR'S PAGE

You Can Help!

J. EVERETT SNEED

Not since the days of the Great Depres-
sion have Baptists faced such a challenge
for their state paper. Between congressional
budget cuts and postal service price hikes,
postage costs have risen 1,500 percent
since 1971. This latest price hike could
push that to 1,900 percent. More increases
loom on the horizon.

In the April 14 issue of the ABN, we in-
dicated that staff of the Arkansas Baptist
Newsmagazine would do everything
possible to hold the church subscription
rate at its present level. In order to do this
and also to offer more services to our chur-
ches, we must sell more advertising. The
efforts that are being made by our part-time
sales people are encouraging, but it will re-
quire some time in order to offset the finan-
cial burden imposed upon us by the post
office. In order to cope with this increas-
ed financial load, we will be forced to add
one skip issue in order to hold expenses
down until advertising revenues can be
built to the necessary level. We will not
publish an issue of June 9.

Actually, our crisis can be turned into an
opportunity. For example, in the past we
have only been able to allow churches that
had a weekly newsletter to use one of the
covers of the Newsmagazine for their
mailouts. A new agreement with the
printers will allow churches who send 2
monthly mailout to use the cover of the
Newsmagazine for their bulletin.

This new approach can save a great deal
of money for many of our churches. With
the new postage rates, churches also are be-
ing hit with increased postage. This new

pp h will elimi postal ch
paper costs, and considerable church staff
time. For only a minimal charge, the
Newsmagazine can serve as the church’s
monthly mailout.

A second advantage that additional
advertising can bring is an increase in the
size of the Baptist state paper. When adver-
tising reaches the needed level, it will allow
us to have all 24-page issues. This will pro-
vide more space than we currently have for
information, inspiration and interpretation.

When there is a need Baptists have
always responded. There are several ways
that churches and individuals can assist us
in responding to our present crisis.

Churches can help by placing the

in their budgets. It is still
true that informed Baptists are responsive
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more ef-
fective znd morc lnvolvcd in Baptist life by
providing the state paper for its members.

The effectiveness of local churches is
often greatly enhanced through informa-
tion furnished in the Newsmagazine. The
Arkansas\Baptist shares information on
the successes of other churches. Often
church leaders and members can improve
their own ministries by learning what other
churches are doing.

The ABN reports the involvement of mis-
sionaries at home and abroad. Awareness
of our worldwide mission activities assists
greatly in encc ing the of
church members. Such awareness will
assist in increased mission giving and
responses to God’s call as a missionary or
a mission volunteer.

Since each local Baptist church is com-

pletely autonomous it is essential that in-
formation be provided in order to coor-
dinate efforts that cannot be carried out by
a single church. The Baptist state paper
provides this needed information. George
'W. Truett, pastor of First Church in Dallas
for 47 years, never tired of saying, *‘If you
give Southern Baptists the facts, they'll do
the right thing."

It would be difficult to formulate a bet-
ter justification for a Baptist state paper.
‘Without the facts, rational decisions are im-
possible. Since a Baptist state paper is
essential, it is vital that local churches sup-
port and provide for a healthy publication.

Baptists who own businesses should
consider advertising through the Arkansas
Baptist Ne ine. When b
men choose to advertise through the ABN,
they are not only supporting Baptist work,
but they are also using one of the finest
media possible to promote their product.
The ABN has the advantage of being a
weekly publication. This means that it will
stay in the homes of the readers much
longer than a daily newspaper. The News-
magazine also has a much smaller percen-
tage of advertising than do most daily
newspapers, making an ad more effective.

Currently the ABN also is seeking indi-
viduals with sales experience to sell adver-
tising. This not only could prove profitable
to the salesperson but could also be a
ministry in which an individual could
serve the Lord and Arkansas Baptists.

Finally, we want to thank the numerous
churches who remembered us on our Day
of Prayer. Please continue to pray for us so
that we may turn this potentially difficult
situation into one of victory. We are con-
vinced that as we work together we will
turn this problem into an opportunity.

Arkansas
Baptist
NEWSMAGAZINE

VOLUME 87

J. Everett Sneed, Ph.D.
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I SPEAK. UP

DON MOORE

You’ll Be Glad
To Know

Vital Speeches Of

keeps me up-to-date
with the major ad-
dresses being deli-
vered in most major
areas of concern in
America and the
world. The latest issue carried an article
subtitled, *‘The Commercial Necessity of
Thinking Globally.” International trade and
foreign p qi C e to
view the global picture if wise decisions
and wise investments are to be made. That
goes without saying, I suppose.

‘What about those of us concerned and
committed to carrying out Jesus’ instruc-
tions? Can we afford, with the weighty
destiny of human souls, to do less than
those concerned with money? Can we do
less than “‘think globally?" Have we waited
too long? For many areas, we have.

Missionaries are having to reduce their
activities in Honduras, the Philippines,
Panama, Gaza, Indonesia, India and
Nigeria. They were ordered out of Lebanon
and some countries are not renewing visas.
‘We have gotten there too late with too lit-
tle. The doors will be closed before signifi-
cant advances can be made with the
gospel. We must think globally.

Letters to the Editor

Commiitted to SBC

I just received a letter and a tape from
‘Winfred Moore dealing with our SBC and
the struggle within it. In the material I
received, Mr. Moore states he is ‘‘concern-
ed over political maneuvering”’ in our con-
vention. Preceding this statement, and
following it, Mr. Moore says many things
which are plainly political maneuvers on
the part of himself and the political group
with whom he has affiliated himself. A por-
tion of Scripture comes to mind which
should be read and applied by those who
would accuse others of doing those things
which they are guilty of doing themselves.
1 suggest Mr. Moore and his political allies
read Romans 2:17-22 and make proper
present-day application.

The last statement on the brochure I
received encourages me to ‘‘Join the
thousands of Baptists committed to the
SBC.” I suggest to Mr. Moore and his
‘“‘moderates’’ that there are many who
disagree with the views they have
presented and yet these same people are
committed to the SBC.—Gerald Hill,
Nashville

Save Your Energy

1 have just read the letter to the editor
in the May 18th issue of the ABN titled,
*‘Vote For Balance.” I am a little bit surpris-
ed at the naiveness, or deception of the

writer. I'm not sure which is the case, but
I'suspect the latter. The writer would have
us believe that if we elected Richard
Jackson, then balance would be restored to
our SBC boards. Either the writer is unin-
formed or chooses to ignore the facts regar-
ding the state of the SBC previous to 1979.
1 wonder, does he really believe that before
1979 there was balance on the boards of
the SBC, or could it be that he is hoping
to persuade them to vote for Richard
Jackson? If he really believes the election
of Richard Jackson will restore balance to
the SBC boards, I have some ocean front
property in Phoenix, Ariz., I'd like to sell
him. Before the 1979 the SBC was in the
hands of individuals who were leading the
SBC into liberalism. There was no balance
then and there won't be balance if Richard
Jackson is elected. Actually, the issue is not
balance. You don't share your bed with a
rattlesnake just to achieve balance. The
issue is identity. Who best represents
mainstream Southern Baptists, the
““moderates’’ or those who hold to iner-
rancy? The vote for the past 10 years
substantiates that it is those who hold to
inerrancy. The ‘‘moderates’’ are presently
involved in 1ith hour politics, and mud
slinging (see ABN, May 19th, p.14, “‘Sparks
Fly’') in an attempt to get votes for Richard
Jackson. Their persistence rivals their fer-
vor 20 years ago when they succeeded in
taking over the SBC. The difference now
is the “‘conservatives’" are wise to their tac-

Praise God, the April 13 Foreign Missi
Board meeting saw us enter our 113th
country, Guinea of West Africa. New ap-
pointments brought our overseas foreign
mission force to 3,861. Perhaps we are
thinking globally!

“An estimated 1.3 billion people have
never heard the gospel to the extent that
they could make a decision to accept or re-
ject Jesus Christ. Southern Baptists may
give less to the Lottie Moon Foreign Mis-
sion Offering this year than last. If we do,
it will be the first time in 50 years we did
not increase our gifts over the previous
year. We are $4.1 million below what we
had given last year. This almost certainly
proves we are not thinking globally!

Southern Baptists will gather soon in
such number that taxis, hotels, rest rooms,
restaurants and arenas in San Antonio will
be taxed to the limit. Five overflow halls
seating 22,000 have been rented in addi-
tion to an 18,000-seat arena. We must really
be thinking globally!

Don Moore is executive director of the
Arkansas Baptist State Convention.
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Today’s Issues

Many drugged minds in

BOB PARKER &

our day become so by in-
volvement with por-
nography. Both “soft and
hard core’’ porn can affect
the mind so as to make one
less than what God's will is

g human relations.

Drugged Minds

“business” in the U.S.
The human brain is the
most perfect computer
ever created. We do well
not to feed any degree of
filth into them. ‘‘Finally,
brethren, whatsoever
things are true, whatsoever
things are honest, what-
soever things are just,
h things are pure,

hy rit- h things are love-

Ann Landers, whose
answers are often based on
advice. from others, has
written how pornography
can disastrously affect mar-
riages. No husband or wife
can be the mate they ought
to be spiritually, physical-
ly or mentally if involved

with pornograg
ten or pictured.

Some minds are so
drugged by pornography
that they get involved with
child porn. Children are
bribed or forced to pose in
sex acts or nude for the
billion dollar pornography

ly, whatsoever things are of
good report; if there be any
virtue, and if there be any
praise, think on these
things” (Ph. 4:8).

Bob Parker is director of
the Christian Life Council.
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tics and aren't likely to take kindly what
they are presently doing. I suggest that the
“‘moderates’’ save their energy for San An-
tonio. They'll need all they can muster
down there—Bob Richardson, Atkins

Disturbing

Lawson Hatfield's letter in the May 19
issue of the ABN was disturbing. He implies
that the “‘fundamental-conservatives’ are
out to control the associations and chur-
ches of our convention. Control of associa-
tions and churches by the SBC is impossi-
ble under our Baptist system, and Mr. Hat-
field should be aware of this. Scare tactics
should be avoided.

His letter attacks not only the conven-
tion presidents of recent years but the ma-
jority of SBC messengers who voted for
them. These messengers are people who
love Jesus and vote their consciences. They
are not deluded by some tiny group of
master manipulators. They are not
members of any political party bent on
“‘taking over'' the convention. They are
people who believe that persons who are
paid salaries by Southern Baptists should
believe Southern Baptist doctrine. This
doctrine is outlined in the Baptist Faith and
Message statement approved by the con-
vention on more than one occasion.
Among other things, the BFM says that the

Bible is “‘truth without mixture of error.””
According to Dr. Hobbs, chairman of the
committee that drew up the document, the
phrase means that the Bible contains no
historical, scientific, or theological errors.
Persons who do not agree with the BMF
statement should not be appointed.

Mr. Hatfield says that the convention has
been operated *‘like a secular business or
a political party”’ Then he urges people to
80 to San Antonio and vote for his ‘‘can-
didate,” Richard Jackson. This is a brazen
political endorsement.

Regardless of the smoke screens that
some try to manufacture, the issue is still
the Bible. If Southern Baptists believe that
the history and theology of the Bible are
factually true, we have the right to insist
that those who receive salaries from us also
share this conviction.—Stephen R. Miller,
‘West Memphis

[Editor’s Note: We agree that an employee
of a convention should not publicly en-
dorse a particular individual for the
presidency of a convention. Dr. Hatfield,
however, is not a convention employee. He
left the Arkansas Baptist State Convention
on May 1, 1983. He served First Church,
Fordyce, until June 30, 1987. He was
elected president of the Arkansas Baptist
State Convention in 1985 and served two
terms. He is now retired.]

DANIEL R. GRANT
One Layman’s
Opinion

| W man,’lfs Viéwbbl;ht" ‘

app;oachlng, I'm

llstem.andalw:ysams
There are times when
we all need to be remind-
ed of this. Maybe your ear-
thly father is no longer
allvc,ormybeheuvest'::

always there. Matthew 6:8
tellnust.hatheknowswhzt

y th QAIformy

we need even before we
ask him;
This thhcr’sDzy’dont
forget to thank your Hea-
his loye,
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Harvard
Agrees

An interesting con-
fession was made
recently by the head

. of Harvard Universi-
ty. President Derek Bok stated that most
universities have failed to take seriously
their responsibility to instill moral stan-
dards in college students. Bok said univer-
sities are increasingly imparting knowledge
and skills in a ‘‘value-free environment"'
that leaves students to fashion their own
beliefs and commitment.

What President Bok did not say is that
Harvard was founded more than 360 years
ago by deeply religious people with the
unequivocal purpose of placing all educa-
tion in the context of Christian values. Bok
concluded his report with a series of
recc dati designed to P
basic values, including communicating
ethical and moral values to students.

Isn't it nice to know that Harvard now
agrees with Ouachita Baptist University?
Ouachita is even stronger in its commit-
ment to the moral dimension of higher
education than when it was founded 102
years ago.

As if to reinforce Bok's confession, just
a few days later a 47-page report was releas-
ed by the Association for Supervision and
Curriculum Development. Entitled *‘Moral
Education in the Life of the School,"” it said
recent increases in teenage suicides, drug
abuse and pregnancies, show the need for
teaching moral values in the schools. It
urges the teaching of ‘‘common-sense
moral values, no matter what their
(students’) religious beliefs.”"

The Christian observer will notice one
sad omission. The glibly non-
discriminatory phrase, ‘‘no matter what
their religious beliefs,” constitutes a fatal
flaw. It’s like expecting the beautiful flower
of morality to grow without the firm and
deep roots of being in right relation ship
with God. To change the metaphor slight-
ly, “‘the branch cannot bear fruit of itself,
except it abide in the vine; . . " (Jo. 15:4).

Yes, it's nice that Harvzrd agrees with
Ouachita, but Ouachita can teach Harvard
a few things about the roots that produce
eternal values.

Daniel R. Grant is president of Ouachita
Baptist University.
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BEN EARLY

Early Reflections

Too
Busy

My niece Jana

involved in too many
activities. Jana decid-

ed it would be gocd to let Lance decide |

which activity should be eliminated.
After dinner, mother and son sat down

and had a very enlightening conversation.

Jana began, ‘‘Lance, you're involved in so

many activities and we need to drop at least |-
one. You will will be allowed to decide the |

one thing you'd like to stop.”

Lance nodded his head in a child-like an- |

ticipation and waited with great
expectation.

Lance’s mother continued, ‘‘Now here's
the list of what you're doing: (1) violin
lessons, (2) soccer, (3) swimming, and (4)
church. Now out of those which would
you like to drop?"’

Lance pondered over the list only 2 mo- |

ment then quickly replied,
have to give up church.”

As my niece related that conversation to
me, I laughed, yet realized many adults

“I guess I'll just

make the same decision much too often. |

. As each of us decides how we will
alleviate the pressures of everyday life, all
too quickly the answer comes: I'll drop out
of church and related activities. The very
part of our lives that gives us strength,
direction and help with living is the first
thing we eliminate.

In this day of new morality and
worldliness, we must keep the church at
the very center of our lives, letting the light
of God's love and Word shine into every
heart and home. The church is the foun-
dation upon which our lives, homes, com-
munities, state, and country are built.

1 believe there is one basic doctrine we
must each and get back to and that is the
local church. Only as we let the church be
all that Christ intended will we be able to
change lives for the glory of God. Conven-
tions, associations, and numerous program
are very important but all must point to the
local church or everything we do is in vain.

1 was pleased when my niece shared her
explanation to her son, “Many activities
could be set aside, but not church, for
church is not an option but a necessity,
directed by God.”

Ben Early is director of public relations

for Southern Baptist College in Walnut
Ridge.
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FAITH AT WORK

OUTREACH BIBLE STUDY

Steadfast, Steady

by Linda Lawson
Baptist Sunday School Board

LOGAN, W. Va. (BP)—Church planter Pat
Garland has the dream that Outreach Bi-
ble Study can be the tool for starting 15
satellite Sunday schools, missions and chur-
ches in a seven-county region of West
Virginia.

Mission Service Corps volunteer Randy
Walters is leading eight of the weektime
evangelistic Bible study groups as a major
step forward in making the dream happen.

““We want people to know Outreach Bi-
ble Study will work, but it takes work,”
Garland said as he sat at a table in Issa’s
Restaurant, the original meeting place for
the First Southern Baptist Mission of West
Logan, which now gathers in a trailer a half
mile down Highway 10. ‘“We haven’t had
100 percent success. We have had bumps
along the road, but we've got something
here from God that will work."”

Outreach Bible Study is a concept using
weektime Bible study groups to involve
non-Christians who likely would not res-
pond to an initial invitation to attend
church. Materials produced by the Sunday
school division of the Southern Baptist
Sunday School Board for use with youth
and adults are designed to communicate
the gospel in easy-to-understand language.

‘Walters, a vocational agriculture teacher
from Franklin, La., was assigned in July
1987 to work with Garland primarily in
starting Outreach Bible Study groups. Fin-
ding people to participate and locating
homes where the groups could meet is
easy, he maintains.

The groups Walters is leading are
small—the largest has six participants—
making personal relationships easier to
cultivate.

““We'll take any number as long as we can
show them the way to Christ,” he said.

‘‘People want to hear the Word of God,”
said Walters. ‘‘As long as you're open and
honest with the people they will listen.
They are seeking the truth.”

In addition to seeing new work started
as an outgrowth of the Outreach Bible
Study groups, Walters hopes to multiply his
efforts by training others to lead groups.

‘“We've got to reach out,” he said. *“This
is the best way I've seen to reach out with
the true gospel.”

Since beginning his work as a Home Mis-
sion Board church planter in October 1985,
Garland has started three missions, in-
cluding the work in Logan. Outreach Bi-
ble Study has been a part of all three.

The beginning of the mission in Logan,
a town of 10,000 with no Southern Bap-
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tist church, in a restaurant owned by a
Lebanese Christian, Sam Sayer, happened
through a chain of circumstances Garland
can only describe as God’s leadership.

“'Out of desperation I stopped in here
trying to find a place for a mission and
preaching point,”’ he recounted: Sayer serv-
ed him a sandwich and offered his
restaurant for the mission.

v

A trash-can served as the pulpit and
chairs were moved to face away from the
movie videos for rent. During services in
the restaurant and now in the trailer, 13
people have made professions of faith, in-
cluding Sayer’s wife Fidaa.

Laymen from the Reedy River Baptist
Association in South Carolina helped to
buy the lot for the mission and eventually
will help to construct a house where the
church will continue to meet and where
a full-time pastor will live.

On Sunday nights at the mission,
children ranging in age from 7 to 13 make
up the congregation. Walters or Garland
pick up those who live too far to walk and
others gather at the trailer at about 6 p.m.

Randy Walter (center), Joyce Browning, and Chris Davis prepare for worship.

On a recent Sunday night, Walters led
them in a study of stewardship of their time
after which they planned and led the wor-
ship service which included singing,
prayer, skits, a devotional and an invitation.

Garland'’s enthusiasm and dreams extend
beyond his own work to the state of West
Virginia and the Southern Baptist
Convention.

In West Virginia, he projects that one
new satellite and one new work could be
started using Outréach Bible Study in 1988,
five of each in 1989, 10 each in 1990 and
40 each in 1991, which would result in a

(BP) photo / Jim Veneman

total of 56 satellite Sunday schools and 56
new missions or churches.

At present, with a population of 1.9
million, West 'Virginia has 110 Southern
Baptist churches and about 40 missions.

At the denominational level, Garland
believes new work could get a2 major boost,
even attaining the Bold Mission Thrust goal
of 50,000 congregations by the year 2000,
if every one of the more than 1,200 associa-
tions had an Outreach Bible Study direc-
tor and planted at least one new work
every year.

“‘Outreach Bible Study is a restating of
the Great Commission. It's a2 new oppor-
tunity. I know it works The gospel is
always steadfast and steady,” Garland said.
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Marvin R. Reynolds will begin serving
this month as director of missions for
Mississippi County Association with offices
in Blytheville, going there from seven years
of service as DOM for Black River Associa-
tion with offices in Alicia.

Paul Holt recently began serving as pastor
of First Church, Sparkman, going there
from Second Church, Pine Bluff. He is 2
graduate of Ouachita Baptist Church and
Boyce Bible School. He and his wife, Belin-
da, have two children, John Paul, 18, and
Rebecca, 13.

Ronnie B. Arnold recently received his
master of divinity degree from Mid-
America Seminary. He serves as pastor of
Gilmore Church.

Ron Paul is serving DeQueen First Church
as interim minister of music and youth. A
native of Alvarado, Texas, he graduated this
month from Ouachita Baptist University
with a degree in religious education.

J.C. Verser is serving as pastor of Post Oak
Church, Heber Springs.

Michael Brown received an associate of
divinity degree from Mid-America
Seminary. He serves as pastor of Emmanuel
Church, Forrest City.

James E. Carter has been elected direc-

MILLIE GILL

Holt

Kenneth I. Hucks recently received a
master of divinity degree from Mid-
America Seminary. He is pastor of Central
Church, Marked Tree.

Bill Elder began his fourth year of service

Jeff Randolph has resigned as minister of
music at Central Church, Jonesboro, to join
the staff of Eastwood Church in Bowling
Green, Ky.

Roger Amon and Nadean Riley Bell
have been elected to the 1988-89 Student
Government Council at Midwestern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary. Amon, from
Cave Springs, was elected to the office of
vice presids Bell, 2 ber of
Bentonville First Church, was elected chair-
man of the SBC religious affairs committee.
Randall T. Smith was recently awarded 2
master of divinity degree from Mid-
America Seminary. He serves as pastor of
Immanuel Church, Wabash.

Andrew M. Hall is serving as interim
pastor of Ridgeview Church, Fayetteville.

May 22 as pastor of Pulaski Heigh
Church, Little Rock.

Bob Gray observed his fifth anniversary
of service May 15 at Blytheville First
Church where he serves as minister of
education.

Michael D. Love recently received a
master of divinity degree from Mid-
America . He is the son of Mr. and
Mrs. Doyle Love of Bee Branch.

Eric Ramsey has joined the staff of Mur-
freesboro First Church as youth minister.
He is a senior communications and religion

Al Beb has as pastor of
Ridgeview Church, Fayetteville, to serve in
‘Wyoming.

Darren Mechling , a recent graduate of
Ouachita Baptist University, will serve
Mountain Home First Church as summer
youth worker.

James Stephen Young of West Memphis,
son of Mr. and Mrs, Jim Young of Fort
Smith, recently received his master of
divinity degree from Mid-America
Seminary.

dent at Ouachita Baptist U y.

Rick Hyde was in Mexico City May 20-27
.as part of a community ministry team from
Southwestern Baptist Theological

tor of the L Baptist E ive
Board’s divison of church-minister rela-
tions. A native of New Edinburg, he will
assume his new duties July 1, going there
from Fort Worth, Texas, where he has been
serving as pastor of University Church.

Brent Davis will serve Russellville First
Church as summer student intern. He is 2
junior at Arkansas Tech University, where
he serves as Baptist Student Union presi-
dent. He also is state BSU president.

Frank Gantz recently received a master of
divinity degree from Mid-America

. He is pastor of Greenfield
Church, Harrisburg.

John Franklin Pfenenger Sr. is serving
as pastor of Barton Church. A native of
Missouri, he has served as pastor of other
Arkansas churches. He and his wife, Con-
nie, have two sons, John Franklin Jr., and
Adam Michael.
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inary. Hyde is pastor of Murfreesboro
First Church.

Hamilton Moses recently received a
master of divinity degree from Mid-
America Seminary. He is the son of Mr. and
Mrs. Hamilton Moses of West Memphis.

Bert Hargett has resigned as pastor of
New Hope Church, Black Oak.

Robert J. Norton, a native of Green
Forest, recently received a master of divini-
ty degree from Mid-America Seminary.

James Powell has resigned as pastor of
Childress Church.

Everette Martin resigned May 22 as pastor
of First Church, Warren, to serve as pastor
of Gore Springs Church in Mississippi.

Dale Perry, pastor of Pleasant Hill
Church, Harrisburg, recently received an
associate of divinity degree from Mid-
America Seminary.

Ben G. Pilgreen has resigned as minister
of music and senior adults at First Church,
Fordyce, to join the staff of First Church,
Villa Rica, Ga., as minister of music, ad-
ministration, and activities.

Dennis Piearcy was recently licensed to
the preaching ministry by Prairie Grove
First Church.

Scott Doss has joined the staff of Prairie
Grove First Church as minister of youth
and music.

James P. Herron was recently awarded a
master of divinity degree by Mid-America
Seminary. He serves as pastor of Hope Mis-
sion, West Memphis.

Mac Sisson began serving June 1 as direc-
tor of public relations at Southwestern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary. Sisson served for
13 years as assistant directorof public rela-
tions at Ouachita Baptist University. He is
a native of Crossett and a graduate of OBU.
Sisson and his wife, Donna, have two
children.
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Don Allred recently received a master of
divinity degree from Mid-America
Seminary. He is pastor of Needham
Church, Jonesboro.

Bobby Crabb Jr. was ordained to the
preaching ministry May 1 by Hopewell
Church, Corning, where he serves as
pastor. He is a student at Southern Baptist
College.

Briefly

Zion Chapel, a mission of Harlan Park
Church, Conway, broke ground April 3 for
the first unit of a building program which
was begun May 1. Participating in the
groundbreaking were Harlan Park Pastor
James Richardson, Faulkner Association
Director of Missions Lee Lawson, and Floyd
Tidsworth, Jr., church extension director
for the Arkansas Baptist State Convention.
Robert Flowers is pastor.

Cross Road Church in Little Rock will
hold a tent revival June 5-10. Bill Lewis of
Pine Bluff will be evangelist, and Clarence
Hill of Hot Springs will direct music.

Little Rock Second Church dedicated
‘‘Second Place,’ a new educational
building, May 15.

Bay Church licensed Sherman Morrison
to the preaching ministry May 12. Ten who
have completed MasterLife will be commis-
sioned, bringing the total to 39 who have
been certified. Ken Brown is pastor.

Murfreesboro First Church has award-
ed its 1988-89 council scholarships to
Ouachita Baptist University to Scotty Ray
of Murfreesboro and Eric Ramsey of Tulsa,
Okla.

‘Woodland Heights Church in Harrison,
sponsoring church for Elixir Church,
assisted in a groundbreaking service April
12. Those on program were J.A. Hogan,
sponsoring church pastor, Charles Rowe,
Bob Walker, and Nolan Brisco. May 7
members and friends of the new congrega-
tion met at the building site, located north
of Harrison, to begin preparation for an
educational unit.

Earle Church recently held a youth revival
that was led by David Richey, Carl Meyer,
and Liz Meyer, who are students at
Southern Baptist College.

Newport First Church recently purchas-
ed a Rodgers 830 electronic organ for its
sanctuary, according to Pastor Gene
Crawley. Girls in Action also recently held
a walk-a-thon as a mission action program,
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contributing $3,000 to a fund ‘which will
benefit Mary Kathryn Dillon, a three-year-
old cancer patient who hopes soon to be
able to go to Omaha, Neb., for a bone mar-
row transplant.

Pottsville Church held a Church Growth
Conference May 1-4 led by Cliff Palmer of
Springdale. Ron Graham is pastor.

Gosnell Church held an ordination ser-
vice May 22 in which Danny Bevill, Donald
J. Davis, Jack M. Little, Fred L. Roberts Jr.,
and Danny Williams were ordained to the
deacon ministry.

Southside Church in Paris has voted to
be the primary sponsor for a mission in
Midway, located in Concord Association.

Searcy First Church and Mount Hebron
Church of Joy have become associate
sponsors for Calvary Chapel, Bradford.
Temple Church, Searcy, is primary spon-
sor for the chapel, which is part of the
Arkansas Baptist State Convention Macedo-
nian Mission Plan.

Montrose Church Tom Darter Chapter of
Royal Ambassadors was involved in a home
missions eight-mile walk March 26, receiv-
ing mission pledges of more than $242 for
its effosgs.

Cotton Plant First Church Baptist
Women celebrated the 100th anniversary
of Woman's Missionary Union May 9 with
a centennial program and birthday party.
Recognized for their tenure of service to
the Cotton Plant WMU were Lillie Norris
on and ite Riley And
Orman and Elizabeth Gwynne, mis-
sionaries to Belem, Brazil, led the Sunday
evening, May 8, services at the Cotton Plant
Church.

Parkway Place Church in Little Rock
held a special foreign missions service May
8 when Orman and Elizabeth Gwynne,
missionaries to Brazil, were speakers.

Crystal Hill Church in Little Rock observ-
ed Ethel Mowrey Appreciation Day May 22.
Mowrey is the widow of the church’s foun-
ding pastor.

West Memphis Second Church ordain-
ed Billy Milton, Neal Morris, and Jerry Pat-
terson to the deacon ministry April 24.

Caraway Church recently voted to assist

. New Hope Church, Jonesboro, financially

with its mobile home park ministry.

Friendly Hope Church at Joncsboro
recently closed a revival that in

Rowe's Chapel at Monette will observe its
45th homecoming Aug. 31. J.E. Crawford
is pastor.

Pleasant Grove Church in Little Rock
observed its 137th anniversary May 22 with
activities which included the dedication of
five Sunday School rooms, a potluck lun-
cheon, and an afternoon ordination service
in which John E Graves was ordained to
the deacon ministry.

Fianna Hills Mission in Fort Smith will
dedicate a 250-seat worship center at 2
p.m. June 5. The 6,000 square foot wor-
ship center, built at a cost of $450,000, will
also provide educational space. The mis-

‘sion is pastored by Bruce Tippit and is

sponsored by East Side Church, Fort Smith.

Woodland Church at Clarksville held an:
ordination service May 15 in which
Richard Kent Snyder, pastor of Shilo Clay
Church, was ordained to the preaching
ministry and James Ellis Patterson and Her-
man Houston were ordained to the deacon
ministry. Pastor Homer Haltom acted as
moderator. Others on program were
George Domerese, Clear Creek Association
director of missions, Sam Howell, pastor
of Spadra Church, JoAnn Snyder, and Ken-
neth Dennis.

Pleasant Hill Church at Rogers ordained
its pastor, Ronald Dean Long, to the
preaching ministry Mary 15. Bill Ussery
served as moderator ‘and clerk. Those
assisting were Joe Dorman, Oakley Long,
‘Wayne Oglesbee, Cliff Palmer, Ben Woody,
Ussery, and Bob Klein.

Prairie Grove First Church recently
broke ground for a multi-purpose building.
Participating in the service were Chuck Ar-
nold, Randy Laney, Lucian Loman, Pastor
Brad Sheffield, Lila Dunham, Marj McEl-
veen, and Lanny Rice. The new building
will house classrooms, a fellowship hall,
kitchen, offices, and a conference room.

Bono Church celebrated homecoming
May 22 and will ordain Larry Hargrove and
David White to the deacon ministry June 5.

‘Walnut Street Church in Jonesboro mis-
sion team will be in Grayling, Mich., July
15-23 to assist with a people search, vaca-
tion Bible school, and back yard Bible
clubs, and will present concerts.

Foothills Chapel at Mountain View held
a groundbreaking service April 10 on four
acres of ground provided by the sponsor-
ing church First Church, Mountain View,

e A iation, and Arkansas

five professions of faith. Stan Ballard of
Nettleton was evangelist. David Hodge is
pastor.

Bapﬂst State Convention. Floyd Tidsworth
Jr., church extension director for ABSC,
was speaker. J.R. Hull is chapel pastor.

Page 9



] OCAL & STATE

AFTER 37 YEARS

Jamie Jones Retires

by Mark Kelly
Managing Editor, Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine

FAYETTEVILLE—Friends and former
students assembled in Fayetteville May 21
to show their heartfelt appreciation for
Jamie Jones' remarkable ministry.

Jones directed the Baptist Student Union
ministry on the University of Arkansas
campus for 37 years, a worthy achievement
by anyone's standards. But the crowd
which honored him May 21 proved he had
accomplished more than just staying a long
time. He had touched lives, as well.

Jones came to Fayetteville straight from
Southwestern  Baptist Theological
Seminary in 1951. The Alabama native
recalls he and his family moved into the
tiny apartment over the BSU Center at an
annual salary of $3,600 and ‘‘didn’t have
any better sense than to think it was great.””

Despite the cramped quarters and limited
budget, Jones remembers those first years
as among his happiest. Daily vespers
meetings and ‘‘big chunks of time'' spent
with BSU leaders brought him close to his
students.

Jones' ministry emphasized the ‘‘basics”
of student ministry: evangelism and

gel g p, Bible
study, worship, and missions. And that
focus helped shape a number of students
who went on to become strong leaders.
Among the dozen or so names he can spon-

April
Cooperative Program
Report

Received .
Budget. . .
Overe o] $227.94

Year-to-date
OVBL i e sowstiiving $69,20389

Same time last year
Over: e S $20,271.00

$1,073,261.47

God is really blessing us this year!
Cooperative Program receipts for April
exceeded budget requirements by .09
percent. Receipts for the first four
months were 1.6 percent above budget.
Our churches have increased
Cooperative Program giving by 5.44
percent over last year for the same
period of time. Thank you, Arkansas
Baptists. May God bless you for your
in giving. —Ji ie Shef-
field, associate executive director
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tancously recite are cight foreign mis-
sionary couples, two seminary professors,
and several pastors.

Southern Bap have been cc -
ly weak in two areas, Jones believes. He
describes the average person’s Bible study
as ‘‘fragmentary, piecemeal, and
haphazard”’ and criticizes the failure to
apply the Christian faith to major social
and moral evils. He said one of the ways
he tried to address these needs was to bring
seminary professors in regularly to expose
students to ‘‘top-notch scholarship in
various Christian disciplines.'

Although today’s college students gener-
ally are more affluent and materialistic—
and perhaps more apathetic—than their
predecessors, their needs are basically the
same, Jones says. They are hungry and
searching for satisfaction without really
knowing what they need. Exposed to
BSU'’s basics, they still respond.

Jones says he has no concrete plans for
the near future. He plans to remain active
at Fayetteville First Church and wants to
minister more personally to individuals
than he has been able to in recent years.
Also high on his list of priorities are his 10
grandchildren and his hobbies, especially
hunting and fishing.

It was with the latter in mind that alum-
ni of the U of A BSU presented him with
his reti gift ing: 2 bass

Honduras Mission—A group from Nortbwest Arkansas recently spent six days in

ABN photo / Mark Kally
AT R

Jamdie Jones and a well wisher

boat, complete with engine and trailer.
Alumni gave Jones' wife Beverly a double
wedding ring quilt. Arkansas BSU directors
gave the couple a silver tray.

Jones is a graduate of Alabama Poly-
technic (now Auburn) University. In addi-
tion to his seminary degree, Jones was
awarded an honorary doctors degree by
Ouachita Baptist University in 1976. The
Joneses have five grown children.

Honduras assisting missionaries Russell and Vickie Fox, formerly of Fayetteville, in
the construction of an 8,000-square foot dining complex at Camp Bagope, about 60

miles soutb of San Pedro Sula. Arki

team

, MOost bers of U ty

Church, Fayetteville, included Ken Evans, Steve Neal, Mike Lawrence, Diane Lawrence,

Matt L

e, Aaron L nce, Alene

2y, Gary Striegler, Harold Smith, Cricket -

Smith, Terry Gilstrap, Douglas Kitchen, Barney Hunt, Sue Embree, Norman Habn,
Brad Habn. Accompanying the group were Warren and Joslyn Burleson.
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Churches Warned

Con Artist Poses As Former Mormon

by Mark Wingfield
SBC Home Mission Board

ATLANTA (BP)—A woman pretending to
be a disillusioned Mormon missi Yy is
traveling around the country allegedly try-
ing to con Baptist churches into giving her
money, Gary Leazer, director of the
Southern Baptist Home Mission Board’s in-
terfaith witness department has warned.

The woman, Bobbie Dintino, was last
seen May 16 in Reading, Pa., where she was
confronted with the allegations by the
pastor of Berkshire Baptist Church and by
police, reported Leazer. Because Dintino
had not received money from the Reading
church, police would not detain her.

Dintino, who allegedly escaped from a
county jail in Utah, has been identified in
incidents this spring with Baptist churches
in Pennsylvania, Florida, Georgia, West
Virginia, Kentucky and Indiana.

In each case, she apparently made con-
tact with a Baptist church, claiming to be

a former Mormon missionary who wanted
to know more about becoming a Christian.
In most cases, she made a public profes-
sion of faith during a worship service.

The woman usually did not directly ask
for money, according to reports. Instead,
she conned Christians into assisting her by
appearing to be in need.

Lee Bolton, pastor of the Reading
church, received a call from Dintino Satur-
day, May 14. After hearing her story, he
picked her up at the bus station and arrang-
ed for her to stay with one of his neighbors,
reported Bolton's wife, Joy.

Dintino attended Bolton's church the
next morning and said she wanted to
become a Christian, Mrs. Bolton said. But
when two converted Mormons who are
members of the church counseled with her
that afternoon, they told the pastor they
were skeptical of her story.

Just three weeks earlier, Mrs. Bolton had
attended a Southern Baptist Woman's Mis-
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Annuity Board Sunday bulletin
Insert.
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sionary Union writers’ conference in Bir-
mingham, Ala.,, where she had heard
Leazer tell about a similar situation.

Because of Leazer's warning in Birm-
ingham, Mrs. Bolton decidéd to call him for
more information. Leazer put the Boltons
in touch with Scott Burns, county attorney
in Cedar City, Utah.

Through Burns’ efforts, Dintino was
convicted March 26, 1987, of theft by
deception and sentenced to a short term
in the county jail. In Utah, Dintino had
received financial assistance by claiming to
be interested in Mormonism, Burns said.

Dintino’s claims to Baptists that she is a
former Mormon partially are true. Accor-
ding to Burns, Dintino was baptized into
at least 50 Mormon churches and receiv-
ed food, money, furniture, an apartmént
and medical assistance.

Because Dintino was only convicted of
a misdemeanor, she cannot be extradited
to Utah if found in another state.

Dintino has used at least five aliases, said
Mrs. Bolton and Tal Davis, assistant direc-
tor of the board’s interfaith witness depart-
ment. She has been known as Laurie Max-
well, Shelly Babbitt, Jennifer Dunn, Fran-
cine Jenson and Stephanie Andrews.

In Reading, Dintino left behind a suitcase
full of Southerp Baptist literature that in-
cluded six Bibles and three “‘Survival Kits"
for new Christians, Mrs. Bolton said. The
Bibles and literature trace Dintino's path
through several states and multiple conver-
sion experiences.

Davis and Leazer offered three sugges-
tions for churches who encounter strangers
claiming to be disillusioned with a cult: Ask
for identification, get as much information
as possible and call the Home Mission
Board interfaith witness department for
resources.

Classifieds

Pews—Approximately 1,000 lineal feet,
various lengths, 15 years old. Buyer must
remove. $3.00 a foot. Contact Jim Seifert,
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314-894-1378. o9

Pews—12-15 foot oak pews. $100 each.
Call Jeff Cheatham, 501-967-1792 or
967-6567. a6

Classified must be submitted in writing to the ABN of-
fice no less than 10 days prior to the date of publication
desired. A check order In the proper amount,
figured at 85 cents per word, must be Included. Multiple In-
sertions of the same ad must be paid for In advance. The

fght to reject any unsultsble
subject matter. Classified ads will be Inserted on & space-
available basis. No endorsement by the ABN Is implied.
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Change of Mind

Colorado Baptists Avert Dropping WMU Director

by Marv Knox
Baptist Press

DENVER (BP)—Financially troubled Col-
orado Baptists have stepped back from a
proposal to drop the Woman's Missionary
U:lﬂon director from their state convention
staff.

Instead, they have called for financial
commitments from Southern Baptists
across the state, seeking to eliminate their
crippling debt.

In April, the Colorado Baptist General

on executive board's finance com-
mittee made 2 motion to cut $50,000 from
the convention’s 1988 budget, reported
CBGC Executive Director Charles E. Sharp.

That budget is $2.4 million, with Col-
orado Baptists expected to raise half and
other sources, particularly the Southern
Baptist Home Mission and Sunday School

ards, expected to produce the balance.

The finance committee’s motion was

ferred back to that ittee and to the

rat ‘._ 1 ittee.
“‘They decided the only way to cut that
much money was to cut personnel and
some programs,”’ Sharp said. *‘The sugges-
tion was to cut some programming and to
cut the Woman's Missionary Union direc-
tor effective July 1.

The rationale behind the proposal is that
Sharp and WMU Director Sydney Portis are
the only CBGC staff members funded by
Colorado Baptists, Sharp said. Other staf-
fers’ salaries are supplemented by the
Home Mission and Sunday School boards.

But during a called meeting May 12, the
cn:cutlve board voted to cut some sup-

functions and approv-
ed six immediate steps and three long-
range pmposals to ease the budget crisis

Four

ng the WMU positi
d by
Sharp were:

actions p

~— That the Home Mission Board provide
additional funding for the WMU director’s
salary and housing allowance.

— That executive board member
commit to ask his or her church to take
emergency action to increase gifts to the
Cooperative Program unified budget by 10
percent for 12 months.

Shax’p alcuhtcd the executive board
$34,277 per
month to the budget, and the 10 percent
increase would produce an additional
$3,427 per month.

— That 1,000 Colorado members of
‘WMU give $5 more per month, designated
to the CBGC Cooperative Program, for 12

months.

PP
1 At

The $5 gifts would be given above
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regular tithes and offerings and produce
$60,000 per year for Colorado Baptist
budget needs, he said.

Colorado WMU involves 3,200 women
and girls in missions education and mis-
sions action programs, Portis said.

— That 200 pastors and church staff
members also give $5 more per month for
12 months to the Colorado Baptist buaget.

Two other immediate actions added by
the board were:

— That all 230 Colorado Baptist chur-
ches and missions, not just those who have
members who are on the executive board,
be asked to take emergency action and in-
crease their Colorado Cooperative Program
giving 10 percent for a year.

— That Colorado Baptists conduct a
week of prayer, this year only, the last week
of June, and and that churches receive gifts
for the state budget.

The board also recommended the three
long-term proposals: s

— To investigate the possibility of sell-

came together and felt that Woman's Mis-
sionary Union was a vital part of the
church and that they wanted to explore the
options—to find other ways to get out of
the financial crunch rather than cutting a

program.

Portis, who completed 17 years as Col-
orado WMU director May 1, praised Sharp’s
leadership efforts and the flexibility and
cooperation of the executive board. She
said Colorado WMU may become stronger
because of the current situation:

*“The opportunity is certainly here, if we
can make the most of it. I'm praying that
the Lord will lead us to do just that.”"

Psychology For Christian Life

JOHN EWING HARRIS
M.Div., Ph.D.
Licensed Psychologist, Christian

ing the convention’s office t g and
moving into leased facilities.

— To investigate the feasibility of selling
200 acres of unused land at Ponderosa Bap-
tist Assembly, located between Denver and
Colorado Springs.

— To merge the Baptist Foundation
Church Loan Corp. under the CBGC.
Within two to three years, the loan cor-
poration would “‘be in the business of loan-
ing money to Colorado Baptist churches
and begin to repay a portion of the loans
the CBGC has made on its behalf."

Three major factors have contributed to
the Colorado convention's financial woes,
Sharp said: A $2.3 million loss incurred by
the foundation four years ago, for which
the convention is liable; previous conven-
tion budgets that were ‘‘way out of line
with our income'’; and the weak
economies of Denver and Colorado
Springs, the state's largest population
centers, during the past 18 months.

Both Sharp and Portis expressed satisfac-
tion with the apparent solution to their
problems.

“‘I feel very good about the resolution,”
Sharp told Baptist Press. ‘‘We've already cut
as much staff as we need to if we're goirg
to be effective. To cut that (WMU) posidon
would have left our missions organizations
without a positive direction.

“'At least we're giving our churches the
chance to come in and say, ‘We're going to
turn this around.’ This is what I have heard
from our pastors, ‘Give us a chance.” "’

Portis added: ‘“‘It's exciting and en-
couraging to know that the board members

m Tonth Street By Wm
SOUND SYSTEM
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POR ANY OCCASION
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5702 West 121 St., Ute Rock » 664-3614

Immediate Employment
Houseparent positions full- and
part-time in Sherwood and Jud-
sonia. We need Christian couples
interested in working with abused,
abandoned, and neglected chil-
dren and teenagers. k/house-
keeper, plus salary, benefits
(medical and life insurance), and
supervision. For details, call
David Perry, 376-4791, or write:
Arkansas Baptist Family and
Child Care Servcies, P.O. Box
552, Little Rock, AR 72203.
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HMB Offers
Toll-Free Number

by Mark Wingfield
SBC Home Mission Board
ATLANTA (BP)—Southern Baptists who
have been wringing their hands over
unanswered questions about home mis-
sions may now ring their Home Mission
Board’s new toll-free number instead.
By dialing 1-800-634-2462, callers may

RA CAMP place orders for Home Mission Board pro-

ducts or receive information about any

June 20 = 24’ 1 988 facet of Southern Baptists' mission work
$50.00 in the United States.

The service began Jan. 1 as an extension
of the board's orders processing depart-
ment. Four operators answer calls from 8
LAD OVER“IGHTER a.m. to 6:30 p.m. (EDST) Monday through.
June 24 - 25,1988 Friday.
The toll-free number is for more than
$30.00 FOR MAN AND product orders, said Lesley Wetherington,
BOY OR $20.00 FOR manager of the customer service center.
EACH BOY ““We want this to be a real information
point for the Home Mission Board."”

Operators are trained to answer the most
common questions, like how many home
missionaries are serving or what the goal
for the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering is.
Questions that can't be answered right
away will be researched and answered
within 48 hours.

Callers also may use the new number to
order any of the board's free or priced pro-
. ducts, such as the “‘Eternal Life'’ booklet

ACTIVITIES or “Real Life"" tract. Priced products will .

i : be shipped within 48 hours.
Hlsal?n study Natur? Even if a caller needs a product not
Swimming Ce.moe:mg 2 handled by the Home Mission Board, the
Archery Fishing operators will find out who does handle
Recreation Campfire ) the product and how to get it. “‘We don't
Hikes campcraft consider the need met until we find the

answer,” said Kitty Roberson, director of
Workshop the board’s marketing services.

Messengers to the Southern Baptist Con-
vention in San Antonio, Texas, this summer
will be encouraged to try out the new ser-
vice. The Home Mission Board's booth will
feature a direct hook-up with the customer
FOR MORE INFQRMATION: BROTHERHOOD DEPT., scr;‘ilcc center ul;e Atiianm.dd‘ &

e new number is an additional expres-
0, BOX 332, LITILE ROGK) Ak 72205 sion of the Home Mission Board's commit-
ment to service, Roberson said. "Our job
is to put resources in the hands of Southern
Baptists so they can do home missions
work in their communities,’” she explained.

No ABN June 9

The Arkansas Baptist will not publish
a June 9 issue next week. This issue was
added to offset losses from the postage in-
crease (see editorial, p.3). Sunday School
lesson commentaries for both June 5 and
12 are printed in this week’s paper.
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R e N A TTON 7 5 - it e e
Politics, Not Theology

Committee Chairman Voices Disillusionment

by Elizabeth Young
Arizona Baptist Beacon

PHOENIZ, Ariz. (BP)—The controversy
over the Baptist Joint Commlm:e on PubuC
Affairs was a politi not

work toward a solution.

— “And because I'm naive. I made the
statement that we had come up with a
good proposal, and now it was up to the

dispute, 2 pastor r who headed a speclzl ba
finding ccnnmmce said.

Gary Young, pastor of First Southern
Baptist Church of Phoenix, said: “‘Inerran-
cy was never an issue. (The controversy)
had to do with control politics, personal
dislikes and the application of theology
and scriptural principles.”

The pastor headed the study committee
appointed by the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion's Executive Committee for more than
a year as it studied the Baptist Joint
Committee-SBC relationship.

Since the adoption of the report, Young
has remained silent on the committee and
its work. However, he discussed the issue
in an interview with the Baptist Beacon,
newsjournal of the A:Izom Southern Bap-
tist C

ici to make it a solution. ... I
trusted them.”

Disillusionment came when Young was
invited to the first meeting of the
reconstituted PAC in August 1987 to explain
his committee’s intent for funding the PAC
and BJC.

*‘For all practical purposes I wasted more
Cooperative Program money on air fare,”
he said. “It appeared to me that they had
their minds made up and were not in-
terested in what I had to say. . . . I felt ex-
ceedingly disappointed, heartsick, a bit
angry and felt that I had wasted nine
months of my life, nine months of my
chunch's prcclous time in my absence and

and th ds of C ive

Program dollars.””
Young said he told the PAC the study

remarks at 2 rcccnt pastor’s confcrcncc in
Phoenix.

Young told the Beacon Southern Baptists
should be told when biblical inerrancy is
the issue and when the issue is control
politics. “‘I would like to keep before the
people the issue of inerrancy because that’s
the issue that the party in power keeps say-
ing is the issue,” he said.

SBC messengers will be able to vote in-
telligently only if they understand when in-
errancy is the issue and when it's not, he
said.

After serving on the fact-finding commit-
tee, Young, although eligible for a second
full four-year term on the SBC Executive
C declined

‘I was physically and emotionally ex-
hausted,” he said. ‘I began to feel that it
was affecting me spiritually. I grew weary
of politics. My church was suffering from
my absence and from my distraction.”

The past year has taken Young from in-
itial hopeful that the ’s plan
would work to anger and frustration as the
new PAC seemed unwilling to follow the
plan. Young listed three reasons for his in-
itial hopefulness:

— ‘‘First of all, because of the working
relationship I had with Paul Pressler at that
time. I felt that the people would follow
Paul’s leadership,” Young said.

— ‘‘Second, the (PAC) chairman (Samuel
Currin, a state court judge in Raleigh, N.C.),
in spite of the fact that he had testified that
‘we should withdraw (from the BJC), seem-
ed to me to be reasonable and willing to
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< had discussed the issue of who
would have control of the funds being sent
to the BJC but made no recommendation
on it. He said he was stunned when, last
October the PAC voted 8-4 to request the
SBC sever ties with the BJC and asked for
$485,200 to fund the PAC as 2 new SBC
agency in place of the BJC.

He does see a ray of hope in the Ex-
ecutive Committee. In February, it declin-
ed to act on the PAC’s proposal to sever ties
with the BJC, saying that more time was

needed to evaluate the effectiveness of the
changes.

“‘It is my hope that the Southern Baptist
C will not withdraw at this time
and will give this time to work,” Young
said. Three to five years are needed for
every person involved, including members
of other denominations, the BJC staff and
the PAC, to study the issues and ‘‘keep up
with the dynamics of what'’s happening in
American government and politics,” he
said.

Young blamed a system that is “‘tightly
and powerfully controlled” for the current
situation. The system gives the SBC presi-
dent great power, he said, both through the
appointive process and through parliamen-
tary procedure at the convention. In the
past few years, the president has not allow-
ed people challenging nominations by the
Committee on Nominations to explain why
a person is not qualified to serve; people
can only present other nominees and tell
why they are qualified, he said.

The answer, Young believes, is in the
election of the president.

““‘Under the present system,” he said,
“‘electing a president of the Southern Bap-
tist Convention who is not a part of the
party in power is the only way to return
the convention into the hands of the
messengers.”

During his remarks at the Pastor’s Con-
ference, Young endorsed fellow Phoenix
pastor Richard Jackson of North Phoenix
Baptist Church, for president of the SBC.
‘‘He is conservative in his theology,” Young
said, “and he is not obligated to any group
or any party and would be answerable to
the majority of Southern Baptists.'”
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CHRISTIAN LIFE COMMISSION

Baker Accepts Pastorate

by Tim Fields
SBC Christian Life Commission

PINEVILLE, La. (BP)—N. Ian'yB:lkct, ex-
ecutive director of the Southern Baptist
Christian Life Commission in Nashville,
will become pastor of First Baptist Church
of Pineville, La., effective July 10.

Sarah Frances Anders, chairperson of the
church’s pastor search committee, said
members of the church voted ‘‘overwhelm-
ingly"" Sunday, May 15, to call Baker as
pastor of the 3,080-member church.

‘“When the results of the written ballot
were ed to the ¢ they

him a standing ovation,”” Anders said.
“We feel definitely that God has been
working on both ends of this relationship,
and we are enthusiastic about his coming
to be our pastor. We first contacted Dr.
Baker last September and came back to him
several times in recent months.

“‘Ours is a significant church, which is
among the top 10 in Cooperative Program
(unified budget) giving in Louisiana and
gives strong support to Southern Baptist
mission causes,” Anders said. The annual
budget is $954,772, and the church is one

of the two largest in the Pineville/ Alexan-
dria metropolitan area. That area is home
to Louisiana College, a Baptist school with
1,293 students, and also the Louisiana Bap-
tist executive board offices.

Baker accepted the church's call May 22,
in a prepared statement which was read to
the congregation during the Sunday mor-
ning worship service.

“‘With gratitude, anticipation and en-
thusiasm, I accept the call of the church
to become your pastor,”’ Baker wrote. *‘We
Bakers look forward to the ways in which
our lives and ministry will unfold with
yours."

Baker’'s acceptance of the Pineville
pastorate comes only 16 months after he
was elected to the top post of the moral
concerns agency for the 14.7- million-
member denomination.

Baker was clected Jan. 15, 1987, on a
16-13 vote during a special called

Baker's 14-month tenure as executive
director has been marked by opposition
from some trustees. The controversy peak-
ed last September during the annual trustee
meeting when Baker survived an attempt
to fire him on a 15 to 15 vote.

During the same meeting opponents of
Baker's election swept the election of all
three new officers, turning down persons
who supported Baker in favor of three who
had supported the attempt to fire him.

Atchison Responds
to Baker Decision

Larry Baker's resignation as executive
director of the SBC Christian Life Commis-
sion will give trustees a chance to ‘‘move
ahead” with the effort to place the
denomination’s moral concerns agency on
the “‘cutting edge,” according to Arkansas’
representative on the CLC.

Joe Atchison, CLC vice-chairman and
director of ions for Arkansas' Benton

His election as the fourth executive direc-
tor of the agency came after some trustees
questioned him and took issue with his
stand on abortion, capital punishment and
women in n\llnlstry.

PEOPLE TO
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County Association, said that Baker had
tried *‘within the parameters of his convic-
tions’’ to address the abortion issue, but his
efforts were hamstrung by the fact that his
position never matched up with the CLC
board'’s stated policy forbidding abortions
except to save the life of the mother.

With Baker's decision to leave the CLC,
trustees will seek a successor who will
‘‘take social positions based on biblical
principles’ and “‘share the overall conser-
vative views of the average Southern Bap-
tist,” according to Atchison. Then, he said,
“‘we want to move ahead and have the
Christian Life Commission really involved
in social action and to be on the cutting
edge of helping shape the views on social
issues in the minds of our Southern Bap-
tists.”"

Atchison identified abortion, por-
nography, women in ministry, capital

secular h i school-
bascd clinics, and sex and AIDS education
in the public schools as issues on which he
believes the CLC will be able to ‘‘mount
real efforts’ in the near future.

In addition, he said, ‘‘We also want our
printed material to have deeper biblical
convictions. We want to put out literature
that puts Scripture by what we say and then
comes to a conclusion, rather than just
leaving an open-ended thing for people to
take their choice.”

As for Baker, Atchison said, ‘‘We wish
him the best. Any time a man finds God’s
will for the direction of his life, I'm always
happy.” However, he noted that the tie vote
on Baker’s termination last September
made another termination effort after the
Southern Baptist Convention annual
meeting in June a “‘possibility."”
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Called to Missions

Women Celebrate 100 Years of WMU

by Jim Newton
SBC Home Mission Board

RICHMOND, Va. (BP)—With pageantry
rivaling the Olympic Games, Southern Bap-
tists celebrated 100 years of women’s
response to the call of God to missions.

More than 11,000 women rejoiced
together during the ‘‘Centennial Celebra-
tion” of the founding of Woman's Mis-
sionary Union as an auxiliary to the
Southern Baptist Convention, May 13-14 in
Richmond, Va.

Celeb peatedly applauded loudest
and longest to comments by speakers refer-
ring to the way women have responded to
the call of missions and to WMU'’s auxiliary
status,

In contrast with strife-torn sessions of
the hern Baptist C on during
the past 10 years, the celebration general-
ly steered clear of the controversial
theological/political issues that have
plagued the nation's largest Protestant
denomination.

It was instead a celebration with pomp
and pageantry rejoicing over the significant
role WMU has played in the 14.7-million-
member Southern Baptist Convention.

It was a gigantic birthday party during
which more than 10,000 women sang in
harmony and unity, ‘‘Happy Birthday to
You, WMU!"

Each session

featured a processional

parade similar to the opening and closing
ceremonies of the Olympic Games. Among
the parade participants were represen-
tatives of 37 state WMU organizations, 670
district associations and 24 countries. The
colorful pageantry featured banners and
balloons, antique cars and horse-drawn car-
riages, and even a turn-of-the-century
trolley.

Drama punctuated points of concern
that many of the participants and program
personalities voiced privately in the
hallways and hotels.

A drama group from Parkview Baptist
Church in Monroe, La., presented re- enact-
ments of three dramatic moments in WMU
history, beginning with a historical recrea-
tion of the organizational meeting of WMU
100 years earlier in Richmond.

The drama group also portrayed the
creation of the Woman's Missionary Union
Training School in Louisville, Ky., in 1907,
and the role of WMU in rescuing the
Southern Baptist Convention from finan-
cial disaster in the 1930s following the
Great Depression.

During a re-enactment of the 1888 con-
vention and WMU organizational meeting,
the Parkview Players debated the pros and
cons of organizing the national women's
group as it might have happened 100 years
ago.

On one side of the divided stage, men

(BP) photo / Warren Johnson

Bl

(Left to right) Melvadeen Friday, First Church, Blytbeville; Barbara Tommey, First

Church, McCrory; Marguerite Beard, First Church, Clarendon; Sandy Norris, Markbam
Street Church, Little Rock; and Retha McGee, First Church, Waldron
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dressed in 1880s ministerial costumes
argued for and against allowing the women
to organize. On the other side of the stage,
women dressed in period costumeés—
playing the parts of such leaders as Annie
Armstrong of Baltimore, Md., and Fannie
Heck of North Carolina—discussed the
values of a national women'’s organization
versus the stern opposition of the men who
controlled the SBC.

The drama ended after Armstrong, later
elected first corresponding secretary of
WMU, announced the men generally
favored a general organization for women
so they could “‘send us your money."”

Woman's Missionary Union thus was
organized on May 14, 1888, at Broad Street
Methodist Church in Richmond, just a few
blocks from the First Baptist Church of
Richmond where 835 male delegates were
meeting for the Southern Baptist
Convention.

To really
know what
you believe.
And why.
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According to Catherine Allen, author of
the official history of Woman's Missionary
Union, “A Century to Celebrate,” the big-
gest argument against 2 women's missions
organization in 1888 was the fear “‘that
women would leave home and enter the
pulpit.”

Several speakers emphasized the call of
God to women to serve in missions and
ministry.

Dorothy Sample of Flint, Mich., WMU
president from 1981 to 1986 and current
president of the North American Baptist

home missionaries who thanked and prais-
ed WMU for thclr prayers, ﬂnnnclal sup-
port and p

As the celebration came to 2 cllmzx. the
Southern Baptist Home and Foreign mis-
sion boards commissioned 134 home mis-
sionaries and 32 foreign missionaries for
service in 25 countries in one of the few
joint commissioning services in this
century.

Foreign Mission Board President R. Keith

40,000 Possible
At San Antonio

SAN ANTONIO, Texas (BP)—Registration
for the 1988 annual meeting of the Sou-
thern Baptist Convention in San Antonio
may reach 40,000 messengers, according
to Lee Porter, SBC registration secretary.

*I think the 1988 annual meeting will be
to Atlanta (1986) when we

Parks called for the kind of sacrificial com-
mitment by Southern Baptists that would

‘Women's Union, told particip they
could find no better way to celebrate the
centennial than to hear and respond to the
call of God.

“‘By faith, women have given their sons
and daughters to serve as home and foreign
missionaries,” Sample said. "By faith,
women have for more than 100 years
stimulated missions through praying, giv-
ing and going.”

Challenging women to respond per-
sonally to the call of God by saying, ‘‘Here
am I, send me,”’ Sample said women should
make the same response as they take the
leadership role in bringing healing to the
convention.

Marjorie Jones McCullough, current
‘WMU national president, said WMU'’s pur-
pose has always been missions: ‘“We chose
to be a missionary support group, not a
missionary-sending agency. We still choose
to be a helper and an auxiliary."”

The celebration also featured testimonies
and interviews with dozens of foreign and

“‘unleash God's power to flow through us
and batter through the barriers” that
hinder more than 1 billion people from
responding to the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Home Mission Board President Larry L.
Lewis urged Baptist women to see God's
vision and dreams for the future as they
celebrate their past, and to become part of

mchcd 40,987, said Porter, adding: ‘It
may fall a little short of that. We have no
way of knowing, but the indications of
40,000 messengers seem to be there.”
The convention will meet June 14-16, in
the Henry B. Gonzalez Convention Center.
Porter, of Nashville, has the responsibili-
ty to register and oversee balloting and vote
counting at the annual meetings, issue sug-
gestions for messengers to make the

the healing process in the d

Lewis said he dreams of a time when
Southern Baptists will beat their denomina-
tional spears into plowshares and devote
their major energies to planting new chur-
ches and winning people to Christ instead
of fighting among themselves. To do that,
Lewis said, Southern Baptists need a great
spiritual revival™

The Centennial Celebration ended with
a time of personal commitment led by
‘WMU national Executive Director Carolyn
‘Weatherford, while a choir and orchestra
from First Baptist Church in Roanoke, Va.,
sang Frederick Handel’s ‘‘Worthy is the
Lamb” and the ‘‘Hallelujah’ chorus.

Chairman, Division of Business
Wayland Baptist University

The Position: Person needed to manage division and provide leadership for one
of the university’s largest ‘," DIvnslon offers major in Business Administra-
tion with in ing, C Busi Information Systems,
Management Marketing and Finance. Some undergraduate teaching required.

." qui Terminal degree in busi ired, pref given to per-
ns with ful in private andlor teaching. The successful

candldale will also be sympathetlc to the ideals and mission of a Southern Baptist

university.

The Institution: Wayland Baptlst University is a multl-purpose institution offering

d on the te and master's levels. The main campus

is In Plainview, Texas, a city of approxlmalety 25,000 people located between Lub-

bock and Amarillo. The y also op several off and
total enroliment is approxlmately 2,000.
Salary: Ct with { ri competitive with

is also ir

1, OXp andp
similar positions A very ive benefit p
Closing Date: June 24, or until a suitable applicant can be found.

To Apply: Send letter of application, vita, transcripts and list of three professional
references to:
Dr. James Finical, Search Committee Chairman
Wayland Baptist University
1900 W. 7th, Plainview, TX 79072.

B ion process easier.

Registration will begin at 4 p.m. Sunday
(June 12) in the Mission Room at the front
of the spnwllng convcntlon center. Mon-
day tt Th 8 ion will
open at 8 a m. It will bc open until about
9:30 p.m. each night through Wednesday.

For lack of long lines and ease of registra-
tion, Porter suggested ‘‘most messengers
register at a time other than the first hour
after opening.”” He said the peak hours for
congestion and waiting occur in the first
hours after opening on Sunday afternoon
and Monday and Tuesday mornings.

Porter also said messengers who come
without a properly filled out card are in for
more complications in registration.

“After messengers are elected by their
churches, they need to obtain registration
cards from state convention offices or from
associational offices. They need to be sure
the cards are filled out in detail,” he said,
noting information on the number of
members, the amount the church con-
tributed to convention causes, and the total
number of messengers elected, should be
filled in.

‘‘Each church needs to carefully follow
the messenger requirements and restric-
tions in Article III of the SBC Constitu-
tion,” Porter said. "'The requirements are
printed on the cards as is the criteria for
determining the number of messengers to
which a church is entitled.”

‘‘Messengers who do not have a proper-
ly filled out and signed messenger card will
slow their registration. They will have to
80 before the Credentials Committee. If a
church cannot obtain a registration card,
they may bring a letter from the church,
but still will have to go before the commit-
tee,” he said.

If messengers have neither a card nor a
letter, they must telephone the church and
have a telegram sent to the Credentials
Cc Porter added.

June 2, 1988
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CHARLES FULLER:

‘Crisis of Spirit’

by Dan Martin
Baptist Press

ROANOKE, Va. (BP)—The Southern Bap-
tist Convention is “‘in a crisis of spirit,”
Charles Fuller, chairman of the SBC Peace
Committee, said.

Fuller, who has headed the 22-member
crisis resolution committee since it was
created in 1985, issued a statement to Bap-
tist Press on the state of the SBC in advance
of the annual meeting, scheduled in Henry
B. Gonzalez Convention Center in San An-
tonio, Texas, June 14-16.

The committee, which presented its final
report at the 1987 annual meeting in St.
Louis, will report to the San Antonio con-
vention on its new assignment of ‘‘obser-
ving the responses of all agencies, officers
and other par to the rec -

the ones it proposes.”

“In my opinion, we are in a crisis of
spirit. There have begun alterations of our
theological course. Now, I feel there needs
to be an alteration to the course of our
spirit.) Charity is not a theological tenet;
it is an evidence of conversion.”

In dealing with the issues, Fuller also
dealt with specifics:

‘‘Recommendation VI, adopted by last
year's convention, calls for specific actions
by requesting efforts to depoliticize our
situation.

“An appropriate response to those re-
quests is not, ‘I will if he does’ or ‘We
won't if they don't’ To be sure, the con-
vention action was to 'request’ the discon-
tinuance of heavy politics, but that's where
the spirit, more than the letter, is crucial.

“‘In my opinion, there have been many

v of this area of convention action.
The violations are to be found on both

dations. . . in an effort to encourage com-
puance and foster har working ol

hips among all of our
Baptist family.”’

In issuing his statement, Fuller noted he
“‘cannot speak for the Peace Committee,
but I speak for myself.”

He added he has attempted to keep faith
with his that the c tee
would not be ‘‘a super committee or wat-
chdog,” and so has had “‘little to say about
what I see as violations of those actions.”

“‘But I feel some specific observations

sides of our controversy, sometimes on
levels which are not in the highest profile.”

Among the specifics he cited:

— ““There have been meetings this year
in North Carolina, Georgia, Texas, New
Mexico and other places, where the pur-
pose had political ends or were perceived
as such.

— "I know Brig. Gen. T.C. Pinckney of
Alexandria, Va., to be a genuine Christian,

are needful in the face of the accel

but his mail in Virginia I see as a break

of political activity and the closeness of the
convention in San Antonio,”’ he said.
Fuller, who for more than 25 years has
been pastor of First Baptist Church of
Roanoke, Va., and who has held a2 number
of responsibilities in the Baptist General
Association of Virginia and the SBC, said:

with the request of the convention. (Pin-
ckney, a retired Air Force officer, mailed let-
ters to Virginia pastors concerning ‘‘con-
trol" of the state convention and the place-
ment of conservative pastors in pulpits
around the state.)

— ““Likewise, I see the use of mailing lists

‘I am aware that individual

by a publ such as SBC Cause as

is prized among Southern Baptists and ma-
]orlty opinion does not always determine

fight over wrong. But I am struck with the
number of us who seem to feel convention
action means little if one does not agree
with the decision.

“‘I recognize the limits of convention ac-
tion. Local churches are not bound by it,
and individuals are free to disagree. But
what does cooperation mean among us if
we intend to cooperate only with that with
which we agree?

““Certainly, there is a place for the so-
called ‘loyal opposition,’ but just as there
are some theological parameters among us,
there are some political and behavioral
ones as well."”

Fuller continued by saying he p 1

anothcr vlolztlon (SBC Cause is a new
! ille, Fla.,
and" wldcly pcmcivcd u a political promo-
tional piece for a potential conscrvative
presidential candidate of the SBC.)

— "‘In my opinion, a blatant violation is
seen in the mailout of Struggle for the Bap-
tist Soul in May of this year. (The brochure
was included in 2 mailing from moderate
leader W. Winfred Moore of Amarillo,
Texas, supporting the moderate cause.)

— “Although some of the state Baptist
newspapers have made good-faith efforts
to abide by the recommendations of the
convention, others have insisted on the
continued use of labels, which is a viola-
tion of the convcndon action. (The con-
vention dc ion of use of

ly believes ‘‘the Peace Committee report,
adopted by the convention, can work, but
not if we work against it, or work around
it or work to accomplish goals other than
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such terms as ‘‘moderate-conservative’’ and
‘“‘fundamental-conservative,’ as well as
other terms.)

— "'SBC Today uses the infl Y

Baptist uses the i
‘moderate/liberal.’ "'

Fuller also referred to involvement of
denominational employees in the con-
troversy by saying: ‘‘There can be no ques-
tion that anyone has the right to speak out,
but when a denominational executive or
elected leader does it, he or she must con-
sider the proportions of divisiveness which
are prompted. This kind of sensitivity we
need in a ‘crisis of spirit.’ "’

Fuller concluded his statement by saying:

“In the public domain, there is what is
known as a ‘citizen’s arrest.’ Perhaps a sanc-
tified version of that is Southern Baptists’
best hope. No committee can, or should,
police the spirit and attitudes of our
denc | family, but i Bap-
tists can refuse to allow fellow Baptists to
get by with a spirit which is so close to the
emotions it is not a good judge of its own
intentions.

‘‘Southern Baptists need to become our
own answer to this crisis of spirit. There
will be a political contest in San Antonio.
‘We cannot stop that. What we can do is
provide a spirit in our politics which will
favorably astound the world we seek to
win to Christ.”

PROBLEM
PREGNANCY?

Maternity Home,
Counseling, Adoption
Available. Contact
Sellers Baptist Home
and Adoption Center.
Clients From All States
Accepted.

2010 Peniston St.

New Orleans, Louisiana 70115
(504) 895-2088

(An Agency of the SBC Home Mission Board)
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Witty To Be Nominated

by Karen Merrick
Arizona Baptist Beacon .
TUCSON, Ariz. (BP)—Robert Witty,
founder and past president of Luther Rice
Seminary in Jacksonville, Fla., will be
nominated for second vice president of the
Southern Baptist Convention during next
month’s annual meeting of the SBC.
‘Wayne North, pastor of Emmanuel Bap-

reach some basis of fellowship."

Witty calls himself conservative but does
not align himself with either side of the
SBC controversy. ‘“‘I've never been in-
terested in politics,” he said, adding he
declined North's first offer to nominate him
as second vice president about a year and
a half ago.

He changed his mind after rcceiving en-
from friends who are “‘rather

tist Church, Tucson, Ariz., ed his
intention to nominate Witty when SBC
messengers gather in San Antonio, Texas,
June 14-16, for the annual SBC meeting.

North told the Baptist Beacon, Arizona
Baptists’ newsjournal, he believes Witty
will be a candidate for both sides of the
convention spectrum. ‘‘He would be so
well accepted by both sides of the issue’’
because both sides have been under his
leadership, said North.

‘‘He is just a peace-making man,”’
Tucson pastor said.

“I feel that we need peace among
Southern Baptists,” Witty said. ‘‘The Bible
says there should be no schism within the
body of Christ.”

‘Witty said he would encourage peace in
the convention by promoting prayer and
encouraging those on different sides to talk
to one another ‘‘and see if they couldn’t

the
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Ut 2 and 15 passenger vans, special prices
to churches, (501) 268-4490, 1500 E. Race,
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lnﬂucntlal ' in the Southern Baptist Con-
vention, he said, explaining, “I felt like if
I could be of any service I'd be glad to do
so.”

Witty, 81, founded Luther Rice Seminary
in 1962 and was its president from
1968-1980. He was chancellor from 1980
until his retirement last year.

Luther Rice Seminary, which is not af-
filiated with the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion or the Florida Baptist Convention, says
in its catalogue it is ‘‘Baptist in doctrine,”
and has based its statement of faith on the
Baptist Faith and Message statement.

The school is licensed by the state of
Florida and has candidate status for ac-
creditation by the Trans National Associa-
tion of Christian Schools. It says it is ‘‘non-
traditional’” in that it is primarily non-
resident and does its work through exten-
sion courses.

Witty also pastored Central Baptist
Church in Jacksonville, Fla., from 1942 to
1970. He has continued preaching, teach-
ing, and writing in retirement.

Tennessee Names

| Associate Editor

BRENTWOOD, Tenn.(BP)—Lonnie
Wilkey, director of communications for the
Southern Baptist Convention’s Education
Commission in Nashville, has been named
associate editor of the Baptist and Reflec-
tor, official newsjournal for the Tennessee
Baptist Convention in Brentwood.

Wilkey, 30-year-old native of Marietta,
$.C., was approved for the position by the
paper’s board of directors and began work
May 16.

He is a graduate of the University of
South Carolina School of Journalism, and
has held public relations positions with
North Greenville College in Tigerville, S.C.,
and Baptist College at Charleston in South
Carolina. He joined the Education Com-
mission in August 1982, where he edited
the Soutbern Baptist Educator and was
responsible for news and public relations.

As associate editor, Wilkey will assist in
news reporting, layout and production,
and office management, according to W.
Fletcher Allen, editor.

Scientologists
Lose Exemption

by Stan Hastey
Baptist Jolnt Committee on Public Affairs

'WASHINGTON (BP)—One of the nation's
most controversial religious sects has lost
a key appeal at the U.S. Supreme Court over
its federal tax-exempt status.

In a short order filed in mid-May, the
high court declined to review lower deci-
sions penalizing the Church of Scientology
for income tax deficiencies and late-filing
penalties assessed for tax years 1970, 1971
and 1972. Both the U.S. Tax Court and the
9th Circuit Court of Appeals had ruled
carlier the church owed the back taxes
because large amounts of church monies
claimed as tax-exempt income resulted in
the private enrichment of Scientology
founder L. Ron Hubbard and his wife, Mary
Sue Hubbard.

By refusing to review the lower findings,
the high court left in place the Internal
Revenue Service's 1967 revocation of the
church'’s tax exemption. Tax-exempt status
initially was granted in 1957, shortly after
Hubbard founded the controversial sect.

Although it has not enjoyed federal tax
exemption for more than two decades, the
church has insisted it is a legitimate religion
entitled to exempt status. Accordingly, it
has challenged IRS in court contesting taxes
the federal agency says the church owes.
Nothing in federal law forbids the church
from continuing to file such lawsuits over
taxes owed in other tax years.

Hubbard, who died in 1986, founded the
Church of Scientology in 1954 in Califor-
nia. Along with his wife and four children,
he later took up residence on the yacht
“Apollo,” the floating church headquarters
in the Mediterranean. According to the U.S.
Tax Court, the Hubbards set up a ‘‘sham"
corporation and a ‘‘bogus’’ trust fund us-
ed to enrich themselves, primarily from
sales of Hubbard’s many books and E-meter
machines, used in the practice of
“auditing.”” The practice, described as ‘‘the
essential religious experience’ of Scien-
tology, involves one-on-one counseling of
a newer member by an experienced
adherent of the faith.

Hubbard's written works, which run to
more than 25 million words, constitute the
“'scriptures’’ of Scientology and have sold
millions of volumes around the world.

In its 1984 ruling, the tax court held the
Church of Scientology failed to qualify as
atax pt C on for the d
years because it was operated for commer-
cial purposes, its profits resulted in the
private enrichment of the Hubbards and it
“‘violated public policy by conspiring to
impede the collection of its taxes.’”

The 9th Circuit Court of Appeals affirm-
ed the tax court’s decision last year.
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N ESSONS FOR LIVING

Convention Uniform

Life and Work

Bible Book

God Prepares Moses

by Randel Everett, First Church,
Benton

Basic passage: Exodus 1:8-10,22; 2:1-10
Focal passage: Exodus 2:1-10

Central truth: God uses our back-
ground to equip us for ministry.

In Exodus 1, we learn that God's pcoplc

Renewing the Mind

by Ross Woodbury, Lakeshore Drive
Church, Little Rock

Basic passage: Romans 12:1-13

Focal passage: Romans 12:1-13
Central truth: Renewing the mlnd in-

volves evaluating and ¢ one's
conform.lty to the world in self-

were in bondage to sin and also
to the Egyptians. They were abused and
mistreated, forced to labor making bricks
for the Egyptians who were using millions
of thcm building walls,

T ps, and love.

Based upon the mercies (literally, com-
passions) of God revealed in the first 11

ch:pt:xs of Romzns Paul calls believers to.

—to offer their

and 1 of the
ﬂpld gmwth of the chrcws the Pharaoh
ordered all male Hebrew babies to be
thrown into the Nile River.

In chapter 2, we read of the birth of a
savior, not the Savior, but a shadow of one
who would come. The God who made the
covenant with Abraham and delivered the
sons of Israel to the land of Goshen, was
still at work. Not even the Pharaoh, or the
gods of Egypt would be able to stop him.

God had prepared a couple from the
tribe of Levi to have a son. When the
mother saw her child, she knew she must
violate the command of Pharaoh. Even
though she was putting herself and her
family at great risk, she kept the child alive.
At first, he was hidden in her home, but
finally placed in the reeds of the Nile River.

It was no accident that he was

uvu to the will of God Out of this gn:zt
commitment should then come 2

Overcoming Doubt

by Rich L. Kincl, Central Church,
Magnolia
Basic passage: Matthew 11:2-30

Focal passage: Matthew 11:2-6,11-14,
20-22,27-30
Central truth: Jesus promises his rest

to all those who trust him as Savior
and Lord.

Have you ever doubted your salvation?
Do you ever wonder if you are really sav-
ed? There are several reasons we may have
these doubts. John the Baptist even sent

1gers to ask Jesus whether he was the
d one. R ber, John had already

process of being transformed (the same
word used in reference to Christ’s transfor-
mation) by the renewing of the mind. This
discipline of mind-renewal, vital to staying
on the highway of the will of God, involves
evaluation and correction in areas where
conformity to the world is highly possible.

In verse 3, Paul mentions self-concept as
one of those areas. The pattern of the
world is toward conceit—thinking too
highly of oneself. Perhaps there is a bit of
humorous irony here as Paul’s word for
“‘sober”’ literally means to be in one's right
mind. Thus, the conceited man isn't! The
“‘measure of faith” is not a yardstick of per-
sonal piety, but 2 measure of one's God-
given ability to discern and use his gifts.

ln verses 4-8, a second suggcstcd area of

discovered by the daughter of Ph h
that too was in the plan of God. She had
compassion on him and would raise him
as her own son. His name would be Moses,
reminding her that she drew him from the
water. But for posterity, the name Moses
would be 2 reminder of the one who led
the children of Israel out of Egypt.

The Lord would use the influece of
Moses’ Hebrew mother to prepare him for
his own calling. His parents’ faith would
later enable him to recognize the Yahweh
God of the patriarchs.

Moses would need the heritage of his
parents to identify with his own people in-
stead of the Egyptians. He would call on
the courage of his mother when he stood
up to the Egyptian beating a Hebrew, or the
shepherds of Midian, or the great confron-
tation with Pharaoh.

God used Moses’ background, including

is one's rel with
others. The pattern of the world is rugged
individualism, prideful ‘‘lone rangerism.”
In contrast, the apostle calls for a rencw-
ed of our d

announced Jesus’ coming as Messiah, ad-
dressed him as the Lamb of God, baptized
him, and trusted him as his own Lord and
Savior.

We have all had some doubts or lack of

‘we are going gh

some difficult situation or trying cir-
cumstances in our life. They may not even
be a result of our own actions. How could
aloving God. . . ? John the Baptist was in
prison after a life of faithful preaching.

Perhaps you have had doubts or stum-
bled when you were not spending time stu-
dying God'’s Word. Incomplete or inade-
quate ledge or und ding of his
Word can cause doubt. Doubt can be
dispelled if we are students of the Bible.
John the Baptist had mostly secondhand
information about Jesus. You may be in the
same position if you are not reading the Bi-
ble for yourself.

Many Christian people today begin to

upon each other in the church. Perhaps
recalling problems encountered in the Cor-
inthian Church, Paul is concerned that
believers not be envious of the gift(s) of
others. Better for each to find his own uni-
que “‘charismata’’ and run with it!

In verses 9-13, a third area neceding
evaluation is love. The pattern of the world
is eros love—love based on reward, love
only for the lovely, love with a hitch.
Renew the mind with agape love, a love
that is sincere, ‘‘without dissimulation.”
This is the love Christ demonstrated for us
in his living and dying. Such love energizes
us to wrest ourselves loose of evil and seek
the good will of God, with a spirit of joy

both good and bad to

him for the task to which he was ‘ordain-
ed. Each of us is also special to the Lord.
He has a plan for our lives.

Christian Teaching, Usiform Series. Copyright Internstional Cous-
il of Education. Used by permission.
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and g Y.

Paul even calls for believers to pursue
(not just ‘‘practice’’) hospitality—love for
strangers.

This lesson Is based on the Life and Work Curriculum for Southern

Baptist Churches, copyright by the Sunday School Board of the
Used by permission.

doubt b things do not work out ex-
actly as they have planned. People around
them have planted thoughts and ideas in
their minds that are not scripturally based.
This blocks their understanding and
perception of God’s will even when it is
clearly revealed. John the Baptist, as so
many others of his day, could have believ-
ed the Messiah would come in a manner
to forcefully free Israel from Roman
domination. People today have preconceiv-
ed ideas of how God should act.

As we witness of our personal faith in
Christ, our faith is strengthened. We are liv-
ing proof and testimony to the reality of
the living Christ.

Jesus promises spiritual rest (v. 11:28b)
to everyone who comes to him in repen-
tance and faith, The dictionary definitions
of rest parallel the spiritual rest God gives
to those who receive Jesus as Savior.

‘This lesson treatment Is based oa the Bible Book Study for Southern

Baptist churches, copyright by the Sunday School Board of the
Southern Baptist Coaveation. All ights reserved. Used by permission.
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B L ESSONS FOR LIVING

Convention Uniform

Life and Work

Bible Book

Personal Fulfillment

by Randel Everett, First Church,
Benton

Basic passage: Exodus 2:11-22; Acts
7:20-29; Hebrews 11:23-27

Focal passage: Exodus 2:11-22

Central truth: Moses risked identifica-
tion with his people.

1 can’t imagine anyone envying Robin
Leech, but it is easy for us to covet the
privileged people he interviews. Houses,
cars, vacations, servants. . . they appear to
have it all. While we hope to get a few
more miles out of our tires, the wealthy
seem to think nothing of visiting their
European home for a few days.

Moses had it made. While his Hebrew
brothers were hauling mud and water for
bricks, he was swimming, horseback
riding, hunting, or playing with his pets.
He was the adopted grandson of the
Pharaoh.

In Acts 7:22, Stephen said Moses was
educated in all the learning of the Egyp-
tians. Like other privileged boys of royal-
ty, he would have begun his formal educa-
tion at the age of four, going to school from
early in the morning until noon for about
12 years. Emphasis would be placed on
reading, writing, and arithmetic.

Yet something wasn'’t right. Moses must
have gradually become aware that he
resembled the Hebrews and not the Egyp-
tians. He was told the story of his youth
and obviously about the God of his
forefathers. How could he continue to en-
joy the pleasures of the Egyptians when his
fellow Israelites were treated as animals?

His inward inclination became his out-
ward execution when the descendant of
Levi saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew.
Forgetting his Egyptian adornment, his
Israelite heart took over and he killed the
Egyptian.

With one act of revenge, Moses threw
away the riches of the king and became a
fugitive. Life was over. Or was it just the
beginning? Moses would actually trade the
splendor of Pharaoh’s court for a personal
relationship with God.

Perhaps we are jealous of the wrong
folks. Real life may not be found in the
centers of affluence. That humble servant
of God, who gives himself or herself in ser-
vice to others, may have learned the lesson
of Moses. Hebrews 11:26: “‘considering the
reproach of Christ grcatcr riches than the
treasures of Egypt. .

This I Bible Lesson for
Christian . Uniform Series. Cﬂpyﬂ;hl Iaternational Coun-
cil of Education. Used by permission.
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Supporting Divine Order

by Ross Woodbury, Lakeshore Drive
Church, Little Rock

Basic passage: Romans 13:1-10
Focal passage: Romans 13:1,5,8

Central truth: Because God works
through civil authority and through
love, the Christian should endeavor to
support his government.

Many of Paul’s readers were among the
Jews who had been expelled from Rome
during the reign of the emporer Claudius
for rioting attributed to a certain
*‘Chrestus.”” When allowed to return aftet
Claudius’ death, some may have returned
with a hostile attitude toward the state,
cither rebelling against civil participation
(perhaps including paying taxes) or
preaching Christ’s second coming in terms
of victory over Roman Rule.

Paul would not necessasrily defend the
moral character of Roman rules, but he
remembered that the pax Romana—the
Romag peace—allowed him free travel over
the :aenswe netweork of Roman-built
roads. He enjoyed a reasonable freedom of
speech through which to proclaim the
gospcl (Acts frequently shows Paul being

ded from local by Roman
authorities). Roman justice allowed Paul to
make appeal even unto Caesar.

These historical factors notwithstanding,
in this passage his basic message was that
all authority to govern came from and was
sanctioned by God. Man—even pagan
man—responds to a government. Thus,
there is a sense in which the ruler who
maintains a society of order and justice (an
important qualifier) is ““God’s servant,” and
must not be threatened with overthrow.

It is important to note that Paul called
for submission, not necessarily blind obe-
dience. Paul would agree with Peter and
John that ““we must obey God rather than
men'’ (Ac. 5:29). The point is that, even if
for conscience’ sake we must disobey the
government, we must submit to the con-

o es of that disobed €.

Ultimately, the Christian relates to the
state as he relates to all others—with love.
As love fulfills all the demands of the
mosaic law, so love guides the believer in
civic affairs. Even, if he takes to the streets
in civil disobedience, he does so in love for
his state, seeking ‘‘as much as lieth in him"
to live peaceably with all men. His heart
seeks not insurrection, but a government
which reflects its divine origin.

‘This lesson Is based o the Life and Work Curriculum for Southern
Baptist Churches, copyright by the Sunday School Board of the
‘oaveation.

Religious Legalism

by Rich L. Kincl, Central Church,
Magnolia

Basic passage: Matthew 12:1-50

Focal passage: Matthew 12:1-8,22-25,
27-28,31

Central truth: The legalistic traditions
of men blind us to the real purposes
of God.

What do you think about traditions?
Some are good. Traditionally, Southern
Baptists are known as a people of the
Book, evangelism, and missions. If that’s
tradition, I am all for it, aren’t you?

Some are bad. One of the chief reasons
the Pharisees wanted to kill Jesus was that
he renounced the traditions various rabbis
had attached to the law of Moses. There
were more than 1,600 such regulations, not
a part of the inspired law. Most were
ridiculous.

The orthodox Jewish leaders thought the
disciples sinned when they went through
a grain field on the sabbath, pulled a bit of
wheat or barley, rubbed out the kernels,
threw away the husks, and ate the grain.
They were accused of reaping, threshing,
winnowing, and preparing meals.

Christians must guard against the
legalism that can creep into our lives. In
healing the man with the withered hand,
Jesus was saying, ‘‘Man is more important
than rules and regulations.”” In practice, the
Pharisees treated other men with less
respect than their animals.

Traditions that hurt the cause of Christ
or prevent us from doing what is best for
others need to be removed from our lives.
People and personal spiritual growth must
always be p Do you
the old tradition in some Baptist churches
that stated a visitor to Sunday School had
to come three times in a row in order to
be enrolled? Pitiful! In the past I have
known some Sunday School teachers
whose attendance record fell short of that
standard!

Jesus always stood squarely by Moses,
but he denied the authority of the enslav-
ing interpretations which had been made
through the ages by different rabbis.

Traditionally, the Pharisees were un-
forgiving toward others. By nature God is
forgiving, and we must be also. The degree,
volume, or kind of sin cannot remove the
possibility of God’s forgiveness. We must
respond to others with a mature faith out
of a loving and forgiving heart.

This lesson treatment s based on the Bible Book Study for Southern
Baptist churches, copyright by the Sunday School Board of the
o, All
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Missionaries Jim and Brenda Brock with daugbter Paige.

Can We Sit Back?

by Craig Bird
SBC Foreign Mission Board

MAPUTO, Mozambique (BP)—The peo-
ple in Jim and Linda Brock’s world don’t
make the six o'clock news very often. Im-
ages of hollow-cyed babies and gaunt old
men are yesterday’s news.

Even stories of people living in trees at
night or of refugees staggering into feeding
stations clothed in the bark of banana trees
haven't ped the name *
on the world’s collective consciousness.

But those images are vivid for the
Brocks, Southern Baptist missionaries who
work in Maputo, the capital of the one-time
Portuguese colony in southern Africa.

*“This country has been at war for 20
years,” he explains. “An entire generation
has grown up without knowing peace.”’

It is estimated up to 80 percent of the
country’s 12 million people have been
displaced by the savage battles between
government forces and rebel troops.
Millions of people face starvation.

“In many areas there is nothing
growing—and how many places with fer-
tile land in Africa do you see with no crops
planted?” Brock asks.

There are two major reasons the poten-
tially prod e farms lie neg] alack
of seed because it was eaten and the realiza-
tion by many that their crops probably will
be burned before harvest time.

Recent reports tell of fighters surroun-
ding villages at night, then attacking and
slaughtering every living thing—every
man, woman, child and animal. Houses
and crops are burned and, if there is time,
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trees are chopped down and burned, so no
one will be tempted to live there.

Both sides accuse each other of such
actions.

Those who must drive the roads outside
the major cities debate whether it is better
to drive slowly to try and spot land mines
buried in the road, orasfnst:syou can and
hope to speed through any ambush before

teresting and enriching people. The worst,
obviously, is that she could be killed.”

Finally, they crystallized the issue along
the lines of Christian obedience. “'If God
has told you to go somewhere and you
don’t go, what do you do, how do you
sleep, how do you live?”" Brock asks.
“‘There is no other place for us to live than
Mozambique—not because we're special
but because we're just doing what God
wants us to do.”

“‘Besides,” Mrs. Brock adds quickly, ‘‘we
are not the ones suffering. . . . the people

“Ididn’t know anything about the Bap-
tist convention in Mozambique until I got
here)' Brock explains. ‘“‘Never in my
fondest dreams could I have expected to
be allowed to work with people like this.
There is a strong commitment to personal
evangelism and the people are so willing
to work and to give."”

Normally at church services, people
come forward to give their tithe, then later
the pastor asks anyone who wants to give
an offering above the tithe to come forward
again. The Brocks will never forget a
crippled man, dressed in rags, who
responded at one service.

“‘He didn't give much—none of them
have much to give—but he was celebrating
the fact that God has always been faithful
to him,’’ Mrs. Brock says. ‘‘I don’t see how
we, as Southern Baptists can do less. We
need to look at all the reasons we have to
celebrate God's faithfulness to us. How can
we sit back and not give?"’

you can be shot Even Red Cross zlrplancs
are not gr d safe p h the
skies, so rural hospiuls lack basic
medicines.

The Brocks and their 6-year-old
daughter, Paige, plan, however, to invest
their lives in such a place.

““We are just trying to do what we think
God wants us to do in what happens to be
a weird place,” Brock admits. They each
spent two years in Africa before they met,
Jim in Tanzania and Brenda in Kenya, as
Southern Baptist journeymen. And both
returned to the United States with a long-
ing to return to Africa.

“‘God didn’t ‘call’ us to Mozambique, hc
answered a prayer in letting us come ba
Brock explains. But whllc both say r.hcy
have had lete “‘peace’’
process that moved them from a runl
church near Birmingham, Ala., to Maputo,
they do confess to asking lots of questions.

Paige “‘is undoubtedly a direct gift from
God to us,” Brock says. ‘And I played
‘worst case, best case’ about bringing her
to this place. The best that could happen
is that she could have a wonderful
childhood and have tons of fulfilling ex-
periences and get to know lots of in-

¥ Y Buses ¥ %
New and Used Mini-Buses

Luggage models
Restrooms
Air Conditioning
Reclining seats,
many more options

Arkansas Bus Exchange
P.O. Box 90086, Grider Field Rd.
Pine Bluff, AR 71611
(501) 536-7795
Outside Ark. 1-800-851-5054

ARKANSAS BAPTIST NEWSMAGAZINE



PANAMA

Investmg His Life

by Eric Miller
SBC Foreign Mission Board
PANAMA CITY, Panama (BP)—When
hern Baptist missi y Garry Eudy

churches without preachers and seminary
graduates without jobs.

The solution looked simple, but cultural
dynamics stood in the way of placing
young preachers in those empty pulpits.

““There is not much willingness to give
young people a chance,” Eudy said. "Even
seminary students are really held at a
distance by some of our adult population.”

Despite this, Panamanian Baptists have
a goal to start 100 churches and 100 mis-
sions between 1987 and 1992.

Eudy wants young adults to help reach
this goal. As a student worker, he has put
the young people through grueling train-
ing, sending them on door-to-door
witnessing sprees by day and helping them
conduct Vacation Bible Schools and Bible
club meetings by night.

He's taught many of them about the Bi-
ble and how to preach during at

Over the last decade in Panama, Eudy
has been preparing to work himself out of
a job by being replaced by young people
he has trained. He knew he would leave
someday, but didn’t know when.

“I feel like my real value as a missionary
is investing my life in tiic university
students and the seminary students who
will be the future leadership of Panama as
evangelists or pastors,”” Eudy said. This is
especially important because, like much of
Latin America, the youth population con-
tinues to escalate. Even in Baptist churches,
youth greatly oumumber adults.

equipped to relate to university students.
Some pastors are intimidated by students
with education, Eudy said.

He has dcvolcd much of his time to a

Yy P for
ty students known as thc ‘Brigados,”
brigades. Students themselves began this
program in 1981.

Brigados was started to strengthen weak
churches and develop youth leadership. It
is designed to train youth to help churches
with Vacation Bible School and to provide
youth workers for Sunday school and
revival crusades.

Eudy began working with the Brigados
in 1982. In 1983 he led in changing the ap-
proach to make it strongly evangelistic,
with immediate follow-up and small group

And few ch have to
youth or ministers of music who specialize
in youth music. Few established pastors
have been to college, and many are ill-

I feel like my real value as a

7. 7. 7

discipleship studies.

‘“What excites me about the Brigados is
that it is a program that was born in the
hearts of the Panamanian young people,”
Eudy said. "I feel like I've helped to give
it some direction and stability, but they had
the vision, and it’s something completely

Baptist Theological Seminary in
Balboa. He and his wife, Kathy,
have opened their home to the
young people for cook-outs, parties
and counseling, providing a much-
needed role model of a Christian
home.

Finally, riding on the respect he
has won as a pastor among older
adults, he has put the young
preachers behind the pulpit in his
occasional absences. Older adults
and leaders were amazed because
‘“they did not know that these
young men could preach like that,”
Eudy said.

Out of this effort, Eudy is seeing
rise up 2 young man whom he re-
fers to as ‘‘the future Billy Graham
of Panama—Ivan Guintero.”

Guintero, one of Eudy’s seminary
students, said: “‘I have one goal in
my life, and that is to touch every
corner of my country with the
gospel of Jesus Christ—whether
that’s in evangelistic crusades,
revival crusades, conferences or
whatever. 1 don’t know exactly
what forms it will take, but I will
reach my goal.”

This is reassuring to Eudy,
cspcchlly since he will move to

la in June. In Sep
1987, he was named associate to
the Southern Baptist Foreign Mis-
sion Board’s director for Middle
America and Canada.
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Y is g my life indigenous."
inthe. . . students who will be the Under Eudy‘s direction, the
Suture leadersbip of P as | “brigadistas,” or brigade members, prepare
evangelists or pastors. for their work by getting intensive train-
ing in 1 This is com-
N pmblc to Southern Baptists’ Con-
(8P) photo / Don Rutiedge

Missionary Garry Eudy

tinuous Witness Training program.

Brigadistas Icarn how to conduct
immediate follow-up of new
believers. They encourage and
guide each other in daily devotions.

Each worker evangelizes 30 to 50
people through door-to-door visits.
Each follows up on 20 to 25 peo-
ple. They spend five hours in visita-
tion during the day. At night, they
lead home Bible studies and con-
duct Vacation Bible Schools and
backyard Bible clubs.

Brigadistas read material on
evangelism and discipleship while
in the program. They meet daily to
report on progress and share ideas.

Many also attend Eudy's classes
at the seminary, giving him a
chance to continue his relationship
to those who have answered God's
call to the ministry.

In addition to his student work
and teaching, the Birmingham,
Ala., native also has been an in-
terim pastor at one of the churches
and has been liaison between Sou-
thern Baptist missionaries in
Panama and the Panama Baptist
Convention.

Through these varied roles, Eudy
believes he has helped bridge a gap
between two generations of Bap-
tists in Panama. Together, he thinks
they can help win that part of the
world to Christ.
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Subscriber Services

The Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine
offers subscription plans at three rates:

Every Resident Family Plan
gives churches a premium rate when
they send the Newsmagazine to all their
resident households. Resident families
are calculated to be at least one-fourth
of the church’s Sunday School enroll-
ment. Churches who send only to
members who request a subscription do
not qualify for this lower rate of $5.52
per year for each subscription.

A Group Plan (formerly called the
Club Plan) allows church members to
get a better than individual rate when
10 or more of them send their subscrip-
tions together through their church.

(=)

|
I
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
1
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
I
I
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

Bl e gl

©w N

- W

ow

o~

5 o Are you

FE moving?

o Please give us two

= weeks advance

§ notice. Clip this

- portion with your

N old address label,
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- supply new ad-

2 o dress below and
send to Arkansas
Baptist Newsmag-
azine. P. O. Box
552, Little Rock,

i AR 72203
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: Name

: Street

| City

|

: State Zip
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Subscribers through the group plan pay
$6.12 per year.

Individual subscriptions may be
purchased by anyone at the rate of $6.43
per year. These subscriptions are more
costly because they require individual at-
tention for address changes and renewal
notices.

Changes of address by individuals
may be made with the above form.

When inquiring about your
subscription by mail, please include the
address label. Or call us at (501)
376-4791, ext. 5156. Be prepared to give
us your code line information. .
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Tanzanians Win
250 Converts

KYELA, Tanzania (BP)—Some 500 Tan-
zanian Baptists in the Kyela District won
more than 250 people to Christianity after
attending an intense seminar on soul-
winning.

Five Southern Baptists from Daymna
Beach, Fla., taught the

Baptist hospital in Eku, Nigeria, from 1952
until he retired in 1986 as medical super-
visor, surgeon and physician.

‘‘He was one of the workhorses,” said
John Mills, former director of Southern
Baptist mission work in West Africa. “‘He
was 2 guy who stayed at Eku virtually his
whole career. Others came and left the
staff, but he was there across the years do-
ing his job. He and Betty were very fine,

useful

to pmldpanvs how to share their faith per-
sonally and how to lead new Christians in-
to a deeper life with God. The Americans
spent six eight-hour days with the Tanza-
nians, teaching at five locations accessible
to all pastors of the district's 405 churches.

Spiraling church growth in the Kyela
Baptist Association during recent years has
created the need for simple and effective
methods of evangelism. Many new, small
churches have been organized in Kyela, and
their pastors and lay leadership are seek-
ing to reach out further into communities
only partially reached by the Christian
gospel. Only 100,000 of the 250,000
Nyakyusa people in the district claim any
relationship to Christianity.

First Baptist Church of Daytona Beach,
which sent the volunteers, produced all
necessary materials in Swahili. The Tanza-
nians showed little inhibition about presen-
ting the gospel. One man visited a nearby
school and won 10 young people to Christ
in an afternoon.

The volunteers included Bobby Welch,
pastor of the church and president of the
Florida Baptist Convention. Since 1982
First Baptist of Daytona Beach has been ac-
tively involved with Tanzanians in Kyela,
where Southern Baptist missionaries Doug
and Evelyn Knapp have played a leading
role in the rapid church growth.

Retired Missionary
Killed In Accident

BIG SPRING, Texas (BP)—John C. Abell
Jr., a Southern Baptist missionary physician
in Nigeria for 35 years, died in an auto ac-
cident May 18 near Big Spring, Texas.

Abell, 67, and his wife, Betty, were driv-
ing on Interstate 20 from their home in En-
nis, Texas, toward Juarez, Mexico, where he
was doing volunteer medical work for
Texas Baptists’ River Ministry. Their car
veered off the road east of Big Spring,
struck a bridge overpass and rolled, accor-
ding to the Texas Highway Patrol.

Abell was pronounced dead at the scene.
Mss. Abell, the driver, broke several ribs and
sustained a head injury. She was listed in
stable condition May 19 at Scenic Moun-
tain Medical Center in Big Spring.

Abell, a2 Houston native, worked at the

ies, active in the churches
as well as the medlcal work.”

Okpara I, king of the Agbon clan in
Nigeria, bestowed chieftain titles on the
couple shortly before their retirement, the
highest honor the clan can give. Thousands
of people from Eku gathered to sing, dance
and praise the two missionaries before they
left. Hospital employees lined the roadside
to wave goodbye.

He is survived by his wife, Betty, three
grown children (including Betty Kay
Yamaoka, who is now the Foreign Mission
Board's associate director for West Africa)
and two grandchildren.

Bible Campaign
Tops $250,000

TORONTO (BP)—The combined efforts
of Baptists around the world have placed
100,000 Russian-language Bibles in the
hands of Baptists in the Soviet Union.

Efforts by the Baptist World Alliance to
raise $250,000 for the Bibles went over the
top recently when James H. Smith,

+ 4C

ds the
2 check for more than Is 000.

The Brotherhood Commission raised
more than $100,000 from Southern Bap-
tists across the convention. No Southern
Baptist Cooperative Program unified
budget funds were used in the effort.

The Baptist World Alliance, meeting in
Amman, Jordan, last summer, agreed to
raise the $250,000 through an international
effort as its share of $500,000 needed to
produce and deliver the Bibles to the Soviet
Union. The United Bible Societies agreed
to supply the other $250,000.

During the Toronto meeting, Baptist
leaders also learned that the Soviet Union
has granted the BWA permission to import
an additional 30,000 Bibles. Those Bibles
will target various language/ethinic groups.

Surplus funds from the original cam-
paign will go toward purchase of other
language editions, including German and
Estonian, Smith said. The last shipment of
Russian-language Bibles arrived in the
Soviet Union April 19.

Smith said estimates from Soviet Baptists
indicate that each Bible will be accessible
to between eight and 10 people.
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