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FAITH AT WORK 
OUTREACH BIBLE STUDY 

Steadfast, Steady 
by Llocb Lawson tl st church, In a restaurant owned by a 
&.fltb• SIUiday Sdtool �S�o�a�n�~� Lebanese Christian, Sam Sayer, happened 

LOGAN, W. V:it. (BPr.Churc.h planter Pat through a chain of circumstances Garland 
Garland has the <lrc:am that Outre2.ch Bi · can only describe as God's leadership. 
ble Study can be the tool for starting 15 " Out of desperation 1 stopped in here 
�s�~ �n�:�e�.�U�i�u�:� Suncb.y schools, missions and chur- t rying to fi nd a place for a 'ffi1ssion and 
ches in a seven-county region of West proching point," he rttounted. Sayer serv­
Vlrginla. cd him a sandw ich and offered his 

Mission Service Corps volunteer Randy restaurant for the mission. 
Walters is leading eight of the wcektlme 
evangelistic Bible study groups as a major 
step forward in making the dream h:appen. 

' 'We w:tnt people to know Outreach Bi · 
ble Study will work, but it takes work," 
Garland said as he sat at a table in tssa's 
Resuurant, the ori ginal meeting place for 
the First Southern Baptist Mission of West 
Logan, which now gathers in a trailer a half 
mile down Highway 10. " We haven' t had 
100 percent success. We have had bumps 
along the road, but we've got something 
here fro m God that will work." 

Outreach Bible Study is a concept using 
weektime Bible study groups to involve 
non-Christians who li kely would not res­
pond to an initial invitation to attend 
church. Materials produced by the Sunday 
school division of the Southern Baptist 
Sunday School Board for usc with youth 
and adults are designed to communicate 
the gospel in easy-to-understand �l �a �n �g �u �:�~�g�e �.� 

Walters, a vocational agri culture teacher 
from Franklin, La., was assigned in July 
1987 to work with Garland primaril y in 
starting Outreach Bible Study groups. Fin­
ding people to participate and locating 
homes where the groups could meet is 
easy, he maintains. 

The groups Walters Is leading are 
small-the largest has six participants­
making personal relationships easier to 
cultivate. 

On .a recent Sunday night, Walters led 
them in a study of stcwa..rdship of thdr time 
after which they planned and led the wor­
ship service which included singing, 
prayer, skits, a devotional and an lnvitulon. 

Garland's enthusiasm and droms extend 
beyond his own work m the st2te of West 
Virginia and the Southern Baptist 
Convention. 

Jn West Virgi nia, he proJects that one 
new satellite and one new work could be 
Stilted using OutrC:Ich Bible Study in 1988, 
five of e>ch in 1989, 10 �e�:�~�c �h� in 1990 2nd 
40 e2ch in 1991, which would result in 2 

' 'WC:'U ake any number as long as we can 
show them the way to Christ," he said. Randy Walter (center}, joyce Browning, and Chris Davis pn!pan! f or worship. 

" People want to hear the Word of God," 
said Walters. "As long as you're open and 
honest with the people they w!U li sten. 
They are seeking the truth." 

In addition to seeing new work started 
as an outgrowth of the Outreach Bible 
Study groups, W.Utc:r• hopes to multiply his 
efforts by tr'2.ining others to lead groups. 

" We've got to reach out," he said. " This 
Is the best way I' ve seen to reach out with 
the true gospel.' ' 

Since beginning his work as a Home Mis­
sion Board church planter in October 1985, 
Garland has started three missions, in­
cluding the work in Logan. Outreach BI­
ble Study has been a part of all three. 

The beginning of the mission Jn Logan, 
a town of 10,000 wi th no Southern Bap-
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A trash-can served as the pulpit and 
chairs were moved to face away from the 
movie videos for rent. During services In 
the restaurant and now in the trailer, 13 
people have made professions of faith, in­
cluding Sayer 's wife Fld22. 

Laymen from the Reedy River Baptist 
Association in South Carolina helped to 
buy the lot for the mission and eventually 
will help to construct a house where the 
church will continue to meet and where 
a full -time pastor will live. 

On Sunday nights at the mission, 
children ranging in age from 7 to 13 make 
up the congregation. Walters or Garland 
pick up those who live too far to walk and 
others gather at the tr:ililer at about 6 p.m. 

total of 56 satelllte Sunday schools and 56 
new missions or churches. · 

At present, with a population of 1.9 
million , West ·virginia has 110 Southern 
Baptist churches and about 40 missions. 

At the denominational level, Garland 
believes new work could get a m2jor boost, 
even attaining the Bold Mission Thrust goal 
of 50,000 congn:g•tions by the year 2000, 
if every one of the more than 1,200 associa­
ti ons had an Outreach Bible Study d..lrcc­
tor and planted at least one new work 
every year. 

"Outreach Bible Study is a rest2tlng of 
the Great Commlsslon. It 's a new oppor­
tunity. I know it works The gospel Is 
always steadfast and steady,'' Garland said. 
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Arkansas All Over 

People 

MarvlD R.. Reynolda will begin serving 
tb.ls month u director of mi5.5ions for 
Mlsslsslppl County Associadon with offices 
in mytbevillc, going there from seven )'ClB 
of service as DOMfor Bl2dr.River Assoclll· 
don with offices in Alida. 

Paul Holt recently began serving as pastor 
of Pl!st Church, Sparlmwl, going there 
from Second Church, Pine Bluff. He Is a 
graduate of Ouaeblla Baptist Chureb and 
Boyce Bible School. He and his wife, Bclln­
da, have two ebildren, John Pilul , 18, and 
Rebecca, 13. 

Ronnie B. Aroold·recently received his 
master of divinity degree from Mid· 
America Scmlnary. He serves as pastor of 
Gilmore Church. 

R.on Paul is serving DeQueen Filst Chureb 
as interim ~ter of music and youth. A 
native of Alvuado, "!bas, he graduated this 
month from Ouachita Baptist University 
with a degree In religious education. 

J.C. '\User is serving as'pastor of Post Oak 
Church, Heber Springs. 

Mlchad Brown received an associate of 
divinity degree from Mid-America 
Seminary. He serves as pastor of Emmanud 
Church, Forrest City. · 

James E. Carter has been elected direc­
tor of the Louislllna Baptist Executive 
Board's divlsoo of church-minJstcr rela­
tions. A native of New Edlnbwg, he will 
assume his new duties July I, going then: 
from Fort Worth, "!bas, where he has been 
serving as pastor of University Church. 

Brent Davis will serve Russellville Filst 
Church as summer student intern. He is a 
Junior at Arlansas ll:ch University, when: 
he serves as Baptist Student Union presi­
dent. He also is state BSU president. 

Frank Gantz recently n:cdvcd a master of 
divinity degree from Mid-America 
Seminary. He Is pa!tor of Greenfield 
Church, Harrisburg. 

John FrankllD Pfenenger Sr. Is serving 
as pastor of Barton Church. A native of 
Missouri, he has served as pastor of other 
Arlcansaa churches. He and his wife, Con­
nie, have two sons, John FranldlnJr., and 
Adam Mlebad. 
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Reynolds Holt 

Keoocth I . Hucks recently received a 
master of divinity degree from Mid· 
America Seminary. He is pastor of Centra.J 
Church, Marked lh:e. 

Bill Elder began his fourth year of service 
May 22 as pastor of Pulaski !!eights 
Church, Little Rock. 

Bob Gray observed his fifth anniversary 
of service May 15 at Blytheville Filst 
Church where he serves as minister of 
education. 

Michael D. Love recently received :a 
master of divinity degree from Mid· 
America Seminary. He is the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Doyle Love of Bee Branch. 

Eric Ramsey has Joined the staff of Mur­
freesboro Filst Church as youth minister. 
He is :a senior communica.tfons and religion 
student at Ouachita Baptist University. 

Rlck Hyde was in Mexico City ~ay 20-27 
,as patt of a community ministry team from 
Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary. Hydc: 'is pastor of Murfreesboro 
Filst Church. 

Hamllton Moses recently received a 
master of divinity degree from Mid­
America Setnlnary. He Is the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Hamllton Moses of West Memphis. 

Bert Hargett has resigned as pastor of 
New Hope Church, Black Oak. 

Robert J. Norton, a native of Green 
Forest, recently received a master of divini­
ty dc:grc:c from Mid-America Seminary. 

James Powell has resigned as pastor of 
Childress Church. 

Everette MartlD resigned May 22 as pastor 
of Flrst Church, W2rren, to serve as pastor 
of Gore Springs Church in Mississippi. 

Dale Perry, pastor of Pleasant Hill 
Church, Harrisburg, recently received an 
associate of divinity degree from Mid­
America Seminary. 

Jeff Randolph has resigned .., minister of 
music at Central Cbureb, Jonesboro, to Join 
the staff of Ea!rwood Church in Bowling 
Green, Ky. 

Roger Amon and Nadean Rlley Bell 
have been elected to the 1988·89 Student 
Govem.m.ent Council at Midwestern Bap­
tist Theological Scmlnary. Amon, from 
Cave Springs, was elected to the office of 
vice president-treasurer. Bell , a member of 
Bentonville Filst Chureb, was elected cbalr· 
man of the SBC religious affairs committee. 

Randall T. Sntlth was recently awarded a 
master of divinity degree from Mid­
America Seminary. He: serves as pastor of 
Immanuel Church, Wabash. 

Andrew M. Hall is serving as interim 
pastor of Ridgeview Church, Fayc:uc:ville. 

A1 Bebauer has resigned as pastor of 
Ridgeview Church, Fayetteville, to serve in 
Wyoming. 

Da.rren Mechllng , a recent graduate: of 
Ouachita Baptist University, will serve 
Mountain Home First Church as summer 
youth worker. 

james Stephen Young of West Memphis, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Jim Young of Fort 
Smith, recently received his master of 
divinity degree from Mid·America 
Seminary. 

Ben G. PUgrcen has resigned as minlster 
of music and senior adults at First Church, 
Fordyce, to Join the staff of Filst Church, 
Villa Rica, Ga., as mlriister of music, ad­
ministration, and activitJes. 

Dennis Plearcy was recently licensed to 
the pn:aebing ministry by Prairie Grove 
First Church. 

Scott Doss has joined the staff of Prairie 
Grove First Church as minister of youth 
and music. 

james P. Herron was recently awarded a 
master of divinity degree by Mld-Ametlca 
Seminary. He serves as pastor of Hope Mis­
sion , West Memphis. 

Mac Sisson began serving june 1 as direc­
tor of public rc:.l2tions at Southwestern Bap­
tist Theological Seminary. Sisson served for 
13 years as assistant ditc:crorof public rela­
tions at Ouachita Baptist University. He is 
a native of Crossett and a graduate of OBU. 
Sisson and his wife, Donna, have two 
ebildn:n. 
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Don Allrc:d recently received a masrer of 
d ivinity degree from Mid-America 
Seminary. He is pastor of Needham 
Church, Jonesboro. 

Bobby Crabb Jr. was o~alned to the 
preaching ministry May I by HopcweU 
Church , Corning, where he serves as 
pastor. He is a student at Southern Baptist 
CoUegc. 

Briefly 

Zion Chapd, a mission of Harlan Park 
Church, Conway, broke ground April 3 for 
the first unit of a building program which 
was begun May 1. Participating in the 
groundbrciling were Harlan Park Pastor 
James Richardson, Faulkner Association 
Director of Missions Lc:e Lawson, and Floyd 
Tidsworth, Jr., church extension director 
for the Arkansas Baptist State Convention. 
Robert Flowers is pastor. 

Cross Road Church in Little Rock will 
hold a tem revival june 5·10. Bill Lewis of 
Pine Bluff will be evangelist, and Clarence 
Hill of Hot Springs will direct music. 

Little Rock Second Church dedicated 
"Second Place,'' a new educational 
building, May 15. 

Bay Church licensed Sherman Morrison 
to the preaching ministry May 12. Ten who 
have completed Masce:rLife will be commis­
sioned, bringing the total to 39 who have 
been certified. Ken Brown is pastor. 

Murfreesboro First Church has award­
ed its 1988-89 council scholarships tO 

Ouachita Baptist University to Scotty Ray 
of Murfreesboro and Eric Ramsey of Thlsa, 
Okla. 

Woodland Heights Church in Harrison, 
sponsoring church for Elixir Church, 
assisted in a groundbreaking service April 
12. Those on program were ].A. Hogan, 
sponsoring church pastor, Charles Rowe, 
Bob Walker, and Nolan Brisco. May 7 
members and friends of the new congrega­
tion met at the building site, located north 
of Harrison, to begin preparation for an 
educational unit. 

Earle Chuteh n:cently held a youth revival 
that was led by David Richey, Carl Meyer, 
and Liz Meyer, who are students at 
Southern Baptist College. 

Newport First Church recently purchas­
ed a ROdgers 830 electronic organ for its 
sanctuary1 according to P2stor Gene 
Crawley. Girls in Action also recently held 
a w:illc-a-thon as a mission action program, 
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contributing $3 ,000 to a fund 'which wUI 
benefit Mary Kathryn Dillon, a thr<e·yeat· 
o ld cancer patient who hopes soon to be 
able to go to Omaha, Neb., for a bone mar­
row transplant . 

PoiuvWe Chuteh held a Church Growth 
Conference May 1·4 led by Cliff Pilincr of 
Springdale. Ron Graham is pastor. 

Gosnell Church held an _or.d.ination ser­
vice May 22 in which Danny Bevill , Donald 
]. Davis, jack M. Little, Fred L. Roberts Jr., 
and Danny Williams were ordained to the 
deacon ministry. 

Southside Church in Paris has voted to 
be the primary sponsor for a mission in 
Midway, located in Concord Association . 

Searcy First Church and Mount Hebron 
Church of joy have become associate 
sponsors for Calvary Chapel, Bradford. 
Temple Church, Searcy, is primary spon· 
sor for the chapel , which is part of the 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention Macedo­
nian Mission Plan. 

Montrose Church Tom Darter Chapter of 
Royal Ambassadors was involved in a home 
missions eight-mile walk March 26, receiv· 
ing mission pledges o f more than $242 for 
its effo.,s. 

Cotton Plant First Church Baptist 
Women e~;lebrated the lOOth anniversary 
of Woman's Missionary Union May 9 with 
a centennial program and binhday party. 
Recognized for their tenUre of service to 
the Couon Plant WMU were Lillie· Norris 
Stevenson and Marguerite: Riley Anderson. 
Orman and Elizabeth Gwynne, mis­
sionaries to Belem, Brazil, led the Sunday 
evening, May 8, services at the Cotton Plant 
Church. 

Parkway Place Church in Little Rock 
held a special foreign missions service May 
8 when Orman and Elizabeth Gwynne~ 
missionaries to Brazil, were s.peakers. 

Crysl21 Hill Chuteh in Little Rock observ­
ed Ethel Mown:y Appn:dation Day May 22. 
Mowrey is the widow of the church's foun­
ding pastor. 

West Memphis Second Church ordain­
ed Billy Milton, Neal Morris, and Jerry Pat· 
terson to the deacon ministry April 24. 

Caraway Church recently voted to assist 
, New Hope Chuteh, Jonesboro, financiaUy 

with its mobile home park ministry. 

Friendly Hope Church at Jonesboro 
recently closed a revival that resulted in 
five professions of faith. Stan Ballard of 
Neuleton was evangelist. David Hodge is 
pastor. 

Rowe's Chapel at Monette will obsc.tvc its 
45th homecoming Aug. 31. J .E. Crawford 
is pastor. 

Pleasant Grove Church in Uttle Rock 
observed its 137th anniversary May 22 with 
activities which lncluded the dcdlcadon of 
five Sunday School rooms, a potluck tun· 
cheon, and an afte.moon ordination service 
in which joh'n F. Graves was ordained to 
the deacon ministry. 

Flanrul Hills MJsslon in Fort Smith wtll 
dedic:.tte a 250-seat worship center at' 2 
p.m. june 5. Tbe 6 ,000 square foot wor­
ship center, built at a cost of S450,000, will 
also provide educational space. The mis­

·sion is pastored by Bruce Tippit and is 
sponson:d by East Side Church, Fort Smith. 

Woodland Church at Clarksville held :m 
ordination service May 15 in which 
Richard Kent Snyder, pastor of Shilo Clay 
Church, was ordained to the preaching 
ministry and james Ellis Patterson and Her­
man Houston were ordained to the deacon 
ministry. Pastor Homer Haltom acted as 
moder.uor. Others on program were 
George Domerese, Clear Creek Association 
director of missions, Sam Howell , pastor 
of Spadra Church, JoAnn Snyder, and Ken­
neth Dennis. 

Pleasant Hill Church at Rogers ordained 
Its pastor, Ronald Dean Long, to the 
pn:achlng ministry Mary 15. Bill Ussery 
served as moderator ·and clerk. Those 
assisting wen:: Joe, Dorman, Oakley Long, 
Wayne Oglesbee, Cliff Piliner, Ben Woody, 
Ussery, and Bob Klein. 

Prairie Grove First Church recently 
broke ground for a multi-purpose building. 
Panicipating in the service were Chuck Ar­
nold, Randy Laney, Lucian Loman, Pastor 
Brad Sheffield, LUa Dunham, Marj McEI· 
veen, and Lanny Rice. The new building 
will house classrooms, a fellowship hall, 
kitchen, offices, and a conference room. 

Bono Church celebrated homecoming 
May 22 and will ordain Larry Hargrove and 
David White to the deacon ministry June 5. 

Walnut Street Church in jonesboro mis­
sion team will be in Grayling, Mich., July 
15·23 to assist with a people search, wca­
tion Bible school, and back yard Bible 
clubs, and will present concerts. 

Foothills Chapel at MounWn View held 
a groundbreaking service AprillO on four 
acres of ground provided by the sponsor­
ing church, First Church, MounWn View, 
Independence Association, and Arkansas 
Baptist St2te Convention. Floyd Tidsworth 
Jr., church extension dln:ctor for ABSC, 
was speaker. J.R. Hull Is chapel pastor. 
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