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One layman's opinion 
Unloving c ritics and uncritical lovers 

Dr. Grant 

The mira le of th mass media 
of communications (televi ion, 
radio, and th pr s - even unto 
the Baptist Press) , is that a confer­
ence can make quite an impa t on 
the live of persons who wer no t 
even there. Of ourse, there is al­
ways the danger that the press wi ll 
report only the ensationa l tate­
ment made at a conf ren e, o that 
the impact made may be different 
from the one the speaker intended. 

But generall peaking, report rs do an amazing job 
gi ing u a cap ule portion of the inspiration and in­
formation of a conference. 

I recently attended the "SALT '72" in t. Louis, 
but I per onally heard only a very limited sample o f 
the peeches - namely, my own spe ch at the final 
session. Don't push me to appraise the personal im­
pact po tential of that speech; let's j ust say I returned 
to Arkadelphia relatively untouched. 

But th conference ti l l made a t remendous im­
pact on me because I read a Ba ptist Press account of 
a speech by John Claypool , pa tor o f Broadway Bap­
tist Church of Ft. Worth. The impact ca me from a sin­
gle sentence which I caught as I hurriedly scanned 
the article. In commenting on our attitude toward the 
church, he aid all too many of us are either "unloving 
critic " or " u ncri t ical lovers." I don 't know whether 
he stole, borrowed, o r i nvented this phraseology, but 
I found my elf saying, " I wish I had said that!" 

All too many parents have the problem of being 
either unloving critics or uncritica l lovers of their chi l­
dren. The unloving critic of his children sows only 
seeds of resentment that live on after the childhood 
days are gone. But the uncritical lover smothers his 
children with pe rmissiveness, contributing to the 
growth o f a mature person who thinks he can do no 
wrong in this world . 

The unloving critic of the church is about as pop­
ular as a mad dog at a baby show, to use one of Spider 
Rowland's favorite phrases. But far more serious than 
being unpopular, he is simply ineffective and destruc­
tive in his criticism. He is calli ng for an unloving church 
and this is, of course, a contradiction in terms. 

But the uncritical lover of the church may do even 
more harm than the unlovi ng critic. Without the sense 
of incompleteness and imperfection that comes from 
constructive criticism, individual church es will be­
come smug and complacent institutional Little Jack 
Horners saying, " What a good church am I." 

I thought, of course, of our Christian colleges 
and their problem of unloving critics. I am dai ly grate­
ful that for the past two years the mail coming to the 
President's office at Ouachita has brought very little 
"unloving criticism." On rare occasions I have re­
ceived a critical letter or phone call that would hardly 
be classified as loving. They seem to be saying that 
because the Christian college is not perfect, it is not 
worthy of support at all and we should let it languish 
and die. 
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My temptation is to be an uncrit ical lover of OL. 
hita Baptist University and follow the slogan "Don't 

make wav s!'' It is easier that way. "Come weal or 
come woe, ou r status is quo." But unfortunately, uni­
versities do not improve that wa y, either in bricks and 
mortar or in such intangibles as teaching excellence, 
ampus spirit, and Christian commitment. 

So it is with unloving critics and uncritical lovers 
of our country . 

Now abideth love and criticism, and may they 
never be separated. 

In this issue 
• When does a minister complete his ed ucat ion? 

This is the question answered in an article by the 
head of the SBC Seminary Extension Department. 
See page 17. 

• Featured on this week's cover is one of the Royal 
Ambassadors who last year earned the award for 
"Star Camper" at summer R.A . camp. The story 
on Mark Graves is found on page 6. 

• The quarterly report on contribut ions by the 
churches on the state begins on page 14. 
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The consensus -
New life in old structures - hospita ls 

Healing 1s the mini try of God. Hospi tals are deep­
ly involved in the processe of healing. It is not un­
true that hospitals therefore are involved in God's 
ministry. Ho pita ls are doing God's work. 

With the strong emphasis of the Christian faith 
on the value and importance of every human soul, 
hospitals must come into the picture. Hospita ls have 
been used of Almighty God in his redemptive efforts 
in society. Our foreign mission program relies greatly 
upon the hospital ministry as an actual means of bring­
ing people to Chri t. 

In America hospitals have promulgated the gos­
pel. ince the work of the hospitals and the ministry 
of God through his churches cannot easily be disasso­
ciated, th e matter of relationships is important. 

Whether the churches own the ho pital, provide 
board members or serve its interest in any form, good 
relationships are greatly to be desired. All of us at one 
time in our lives will need the ministry of a healing 
institution. 

The common infirmities of the human frame de­
mand medical attention. The demand for more and 
more hospitals will be necessitated by the ever increas­
ing population in our world . I give my encouragement 
to the proper relationships and proper support on 
the part of Christian people to the hospitals and their 
minist ries. The hospitals need the warmth and per­
sonal touch of the churches and the churches need 

the technical skill s o f the medica l profession. 
I picked up th is delightful statement from among 

the materials o f the Arkansas Baptist M edica l Center 
System. I pass this on as one o f the finest statements 
on the purpose of a hospital I have encou ntered. 

The Baptist Medical Center System 
EXISTS to bring men into a saving relationship 

with God through faith in Jesus Christ by means of 
direct personal witness as occasion presents, and 
by a positive Christian interpretation of the exper­
iences of disease, disability and death ... 

FUNCTIONS as an instrument of God's grace 
in enriching and prolonging human life within the 
scope of Divi ne Providence ... 

ENLISTS and TEACHES those cal led to the 
healing arts, encourages their maximum develop­
ment in talent and skill, and provides the setting 
within which these may be performed as minis­
tries of the highest order ... 

MAKES AVAILABLE the full resources of the 
hospital to those people least able to pay in such 
ways as to preserve human dignity and worth ... 

RECOGNIZES the responsibility of the hospi­
tal to the public to operate in the most efficient 
and economical manner possible. 

-Charles H. Ashcraft, Executive Secretary 

Book reviews __________________ _ 
Women in Church and Society 
Author : Harkness, Georgia 
Publisher : Abingdon Press 1972 
Price: $4.75 (227 pages) 

A straightforward approach placing 
the current movement in historical and 
theological perspective by one who won 
her commission on the battlefield, in the 
hope of bringing more accomplishment 
and less noise to Women's Liberation. 
This ordained minister and professor in 
the United Methodist Church takes a 
close look at the biblical materials 
concerning woman from creation 
through early church, carefully lifting 
away sexual prejudice from the gospel 
accounts and concludes by suggesting 
useful and productive areas in ministry 
for which "the second sex" would be 
completely suited . 

Offending no average size male ego, it 
should help any woman in doubt of 
sexual identity in today's world. 

Written In Blood 
Author: Coleman, Robert E. 
Publisher: Revell 1972 
Price: $3.50 (128 pages) 

A devotional study on blood is the 
somewhat unusual theme handled well 
by the author. He skillfully traces various 
" blood-subjects" through the Old and 

ew Testaments and applies gospel 
songs and thought questions to each 
subject. He enlarges the idea of blood to 
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include life itself and this gives strength 
to his thesis. 

The book is well footnoted and this 
may be its greatest value. The usual 
medical and scientific ideas are raised 
but not enough attention is given them 
in the light of our present day 
knowledge. 

It will be interesting to note that the 
author is professor of Evangelism at 
Asbury Seminary. 

Toward a Theology For The Future 
Author: Pinnock, Clark H. 
Wells, David F. (editor) 
Publisher: Creation House 1971 
Price: $4.95 (316 pages) 

No stranger to Arkansas Baptists, Clark 
Pinnock, along with a co-editor, has 
brought together eleven papers written 
by leading evangelical scholars, which 
focus on a theological problem central 
to their field of study. The opportunity 
seems to have come for the rise of a 
strong theology, faithful to the 
Scriptures and to the events to which 
they testify. The theological position 
calling itself Evangelical Christianity is 
making its strongest bid to fill the void it 
feels is in today's theology. This reflects a 
continuing determination of 
Evangelicals to repudiate any trace of a 
ghetto mentality, and to confront the 
central issues of the day head on, with a 

firm hold on the best elements of 
Evangelical Christianity. Pinnock, who 
should always be read in preference to 
listened to, to best know what he has 
said, has written one of the papers 
himself. It concerns future prospects for 
systematic theology. Those who enjoy 
hearing him so much when he comes to 
our state should give him the courtesy of 
reading what is of such great concern to 
him. 

What About Tomorrow? 
Author : Hamilton, J. Wallace 
Publisher : Revell, 1972 
Price: $4.95 (187 pages) 

Revell publishers "out-paperback" 
the paperbacks so that you get no 
earthly idea of the subject matter of a 
Revell book by reading the title. 
Without concern for cosmic 
speculation, these fifteen sermons or 
religious essays of a California Methodist 
pastor, gathered by his widow, are, 
supportive, topica l, and lightly attached 
to a biblical reference. Addressed to 
helping communicants face life's 
mundane problems that plague us all 
and at one time or another defeat most 
of us, they give good home-grown 
advice in a straightforward and well 
illustrated manner. No short cuts nor 
sure fire solutions are offered, but light 
is promised at the end of the tunnel. 
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I must say ill 
God's perfect will for imperfect people 

Dr A~hcra ft 

Of all the reward ing exper­
iences in the life of a Christian th ree 
stand above all others to me. The 
f irst is to wit ness the conversion of 
a soul to Christ The second o ne 1s 
to observe marked growth in the 
life of a fellow Christian. The re­
maining o ne is to help so mebody 
find God's perfect will for his life. 

To witness the conversion o f a 
soul is to see God's grace in its mira­
cle working pow er change a life. 

This 1s to note that before you r eyes God effects a new 
birth experience and the radia nt presence of Christ 
com es into a li fe. Th is is most rew arding to those w ho 
are concerned with lost people. 

Observing growth in the life of a Christian is also 
akin to the conversion experience because this also 
is God's grace at work. A person grows up in grace 
r ight before your eyes. This experience lingers lo ng 
in the life o f the diSC1 ple making Christi an. 

To assist a Christian to find God 's perfect will for 
his or her l ife must be included in the reward ing de­
lights of the servant o f God. This gives affirmation to 
God's des ign for every life and his resoluteness that 
Christians find that perfect p lan for them. 

God does not delight in o bscuring his will to those 
seeking, rather he goes all o ut to reveal this role unto 

them . Those serio usly seeking God's will do not find 
it ea\y, likewise, they do no t find it impossible. 

The three most distressing things any Christian 
may observe is for a person who is no t a Christian at ­
tempting to act, react, and l ive like a Christian. It is 
impossible to be a Christian witho ut rebirth . It 1s im­
possible to live a Christian life without Christ. 

An equal ly distressing experience is to observe 
lives w h ich have never grown in grace in the 
knowledge o f our b lessed Lord. To see a thirty year 
old person with the mind of a five year old leaves us 
all in a depression not easily overcome. 

Another t ragedy of untold proportions is to ob­
serve some person who, ei ther by indifference or 
sheer disobedience, has reJected God's wi l l, calling, 
ro le or design for h is life. Th is life usually causes most 
of the disharmony, heartache, and trouble in the body 
of believers. Such a person tends to bring a curse on 
everyth ing and everyone he touches. 

Litt le can be expected from non-Christians in the 
church o r those w ho wi ll not grow, or those who re­
fuse thei r statio n in life. One th ing is very sure, w e 
can never help any of those three kinds of peop le 
unless we have been born agai n are growing daily and 
have found God 's perfect wil l fo r our ow n lives. 

I must say it! - Charles H . Ashcraft, Executive 
Secretary. 

More congratulations to the new editor 
Just a written line to officially 

congratulate you on your new field of 
service as Editor of the Arkansas Baptist 
Newsmagazine and to wish you the best 
of response and results in this important 
work.-Harry and Gerry Woodall, 
Central Baptist Assn. M issions. 

May I take this means and method of 
congratulating you on being elected as 
ed itor of the Arkansas Baptist 
Newsmagazine ... We welcome you to 
the work and fellowship of the Editor's 
Association. I am looking forward to a 
time when we will have opportunity to 
fellowship with you personally. -
Edmond R. Walker, Editor, Hawaii 
Baptist . 

• • • 
O ur congratu lati ons on being named 

editor of the Arkansas Baptist 
Newsmagazine. Arkansas Baptists can 
feel confident that your ideals and 
Ch ristian principles will be the 
foundation for the newsmagazine and 
that it shall continue to be an invaluable 
sour ce of information to its 
readers.-Robert H. Bauman, manager, 
Baptist Book Store, Little Rock. 

• • • 
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I have just read of your election to 
serve as editor of the Arkansas Baptist 
Newsmagazine, and am writing to 
congratulate you upon this splendid 
opportunity for service to our lord's 
work both at home and throughout the 
world. We are grateful for the 
remarkable support given by editors of 
Baptist papers to the task of world wide 
missions in the name of our Master. We 
are also grateful for what the papers 
mean in the lives of the people and in 
the concern of the churches.-Baker J. 
Cauthen, Executive Secretary, SBC 
Foreign Mission Board. 

• • • 
Congratulations on being elected 

editor of the Arkansas Baptist 
Newsmagazine. I know you will do an 
outstanding work as editor. Be assured 
of my prayers for you; please pray for 
me. If I can be of assistance to you in 
any way, please do not hesitate to call on 
me.-Hudson Baggett, Editor, Alabama 
Baptist. 

• • • 
I simply wanted to write and 

congratulate you as well as Arkansas 
Baptists on your recent appointment 

and election as editor of our Arkansas 
Baptist ewsmagazine . . . I know that 
we are a fortunate people indeed to 
have in this position of responsibile 
leadership.-Billy R. Ussery, Pastor, First 
Church, Clarksville. 

We noticed that you have been 
named the new editor of the Arkansas 
Baptist ewsmagazine. Congratu lations 
on your new position. If there is ever 
anything we can do for your newspaper, 
please let us know.-Mrs. Bonita 
Sparrow, Promotion Department, SBC 
Radio and Television Commission. 

PRAYER CALENDAR 
For Superintendents of Missions 

CARL M . OVERTON May 22 
Ashley County Assn. 
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Article by Dr. Grant 
published in book 

Daniel R. Grant, president of Oua h1ta 
University, has \Hillen an a1ucle 
published this yea r 1n a book called 
" orth American uburbs· Politics, 
D1versit}, and Change." 

" In 'The Metropolitan Govrrnment 
Approach. hould, Can, and Will It 
Prevail?' political ~cient1st Daniel R. 
~ rant conci ely reviews the prrssing 
issue of government consolidation in 

orth America•~ metropolitan areas" 
John Dramc-r, editor of the book, wrot~. 

Dr. Grant's article was previously 
published in the March 1968 edition of 
"Urban ff ai rs Quarterly." 

" o rth American uburbs" was 
published by the Glendessary Press in 
Berkeley, Calif. 

Befo re becoming president of 
Ouachita in 1970, Dr. Grant was 
professor of political scie nce at 
Vanderbilt University and director of 
Vanderbilt 's Urban and Regional 
De~·elopment <;~nte r. He has gained 
national recognit ion as an authority on 
urban and metropolitan government 
and inter-governmental relation . 

From 1958-59, Dr. Grant served as 
visiting professor of municipal 
government and planning at Thammasat 
University in Bangkok, Thailand. He 
prepared the original draft of the plan 
for the unique " met ro" fo rm of 
government which was adopted by 

ashv1lle, Tenn., in 1962. 
Dr. Grant served as consultant for the 

U. . Adv iso ry Commiss ion on 
Intergovernmental Relations from 1962-
67 and as a member of the Advisory 
Committee on Fe de ralis m and 
Metropolitan Government. He has been 
consultant for metropolitan area studies 
in Birmingham, Nashville, Little Rock, 
Houston, Jacksonville, Knoxville, Atlanta 
and Charleston (S.C.). 

His more recent research projects 
incl ude a comparative study of 
metro politan governments in Toronto, 
Miami and ashville, financed by a grant 
from the Ford Foundation and a study 
fo r the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
of the relatio n of metropolitan 
governments. 

Retreat cancelled 
The statewide Pastors' Retreat, 

scheduled for May 8-10, and 
spo nsored by the Missions 
Department and Church Training 
Department, has been cancelled. 
It will be replaced by Area Pastors' 
Retreats to be held in four areas of 
the state in September. 
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Between parson and pew 
A job just for you 

By Velma Merritt 

God calls his people to special tasks. In man's sight one 
may be f,1r more 1mport,1nt than the other, but in God's sight 
answering his call 10 service whether great or small in tot.ii 
commitment 1s ab\olu1e surrender 

The pirkle company's owner has a tremendous ability to 
recognize and speak with strangers so that the importance is 
put on them. For years h<' has been head usher at a large subur­
ban church serving God through greeting church guests and 
welcoming them to his church 

Learning a lesson from God's Obedience School taught 
me quite early I had better listen when God had a job for me 
to do. 

Riding the bus to and from school as a junior high student 
was less than excit ing and certainly not where I thought God revealed himself. 
Strangely, one day I was strong ly impressed I should go witness 10 a ha ndsome 
senio r while ridi ng on the bus. I had never witnessed and did nol go. Every day for 
over a week I was miserable as I bounced along because each day the impression 
was a little stronger. 

" I'm just in junior high and he's a senior," I reasoned. "Besides, he'd think 
I was fl irting." 

Mrs. M emtt 

Aft er about a week the urgency to witness went away and I was back to a typical 
uneventful bus journey. 

Two months passed and school was out. The handsome senior had received 
his diploma. 

One week after graduation I heard the radio blare, " Recently graduated senior 
fatally hurt as car crashes on slick pavement." 

At the funeral home I looked at the body lying there and thought, " I hope he 
was saved." Seeing a lady I recognized, I asked ho pefully, "Was he a Christian?" 

" He had been coming to church every Sunday," her answer came " but at invi­
tation time he would just stand there with his head down holding onto the seat. 
He was really under conviction." 

Flashback to a week of bus trips where silently I had been urged by God's Spirit, 
" Go witness ... go witness ... go witness." 

"That pastor is so burdened for missions he is miserable, but his wife refuses 
to let him apply to the Foreign Mission Board," my mother commented. " I'd hate 
to think I was standing in the way of God's wi ll being done - I'm afraid God would 
gel me out of the way," she concluded. 

Some thought he had practically left the faith when he left denominational 
life to become a college professor, but my husband's seminary Sunday School 
teacher stated, " I was condemned for leaving a full-time Christian vocation, 
but I know I'm where God wants me and I've never been happier." 

God calls in unique ways 10 each individual. The task he's called you to do can 
be done as well by no one else. 

OBU professor heads 
Academy of Science 

Dr. Clark McCarty, professor of 
chemistry and physics at Ouachita 
University, was elected president of the 
Arkansas Senior Academy of Science fo r 
1972-73 at the academy's meeting April 
8. 

Held al the University of Arkansas at 
Fayetteville, the meeting of the cnior 
Academy coincided with meeung of 
the high school and college branches of 
the AAS. 

Dr. McCarty, chairman of the physics 
department, joined the OBU staff in 
1950. As an undergraduate, he attended 

Kansas City (Mo.) Junior College, 
University of Missouri at Kansas City and 
Central Missouri State College. 

He received the masters degree from 
the Uni er ity of ebraska. Dr. McCarty 
attended the U. . aval Academy 
Postgraduate chool in Annapolis, Md., 
before receiving his Ph.D. from the 
Univer ity of Missouri. He later attended 
a uclear Reactor Institute at Manhattan 
College in ew York. 

Dr. Joe Nix, who is an associate 
professor of chemistry at OBU, was one 
of five members nominated by the 
academy a a fe llow of the American 
A ociation for the Advancement of 
cience. 
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R.A.'s strive toward Star Camper 
tar Camper 1s a covetc-d award for 

Royal Ambas\adors during c.ic h week of 
camp. 

tar Camper for the first week of the 
1971 <:amping season was Mark Graves. 
Mark 1s th<' \On of Rev and Mrs John 
Graves of Hot Springs. Grav<'\ 1s pastor 
o f Walnut Valley Church Mark has been 
an active camper for four o, five years. 
He is vitally interested in missions and 
every phase of camp life 

Selection as tar Camprr involves 
diligent work in every area of camp li fe 
This includc-s bible study, mission study 
and worship as well as partinpation in 
campcraft, handcraft and recreat ional 
activities. Cooperation, attitude, respect 
for the rights of others and a willingness 
to share with others are contribu11ng 
factors to selection as Star Camper. 

Royal Ambassador camp offers 
opportunities for boys to part icipate in 
activities that will aid them in spiritual, 
mental, physical and social growth and 
development. 

Bible study, mission study, worship 
and the general Christ ian atmosphere of 
camp contribute to the spiritual growth. 
Cont ributing to mental growth, in 

Woman's viewpoint 

,1dd111on to the> .ihovf' named .ittiv1t1cs, Is 
nJture \ tudy, cdmpcraft, hanckr.ift 
projc>ct\, com<•rv,Hllln, and good lw,1lth 
p1,Kt1CeS. 

I liking, sw1mm1ng ,lnd othN actlvC' 
games and good <'a ting habits 
contribute• to physic-al devc>lopmrnt 
Group living, team ,;ports and Christian 
sh.iring aid in so( 1.il growth and 
d<'velopment C1mp1ng situatiom 
demand cooper.ition, sharing and 
dep<'ndencl' on C'JC'h other while at the 
same time the right of each 111dividual 
must be respectecl 

Star Campers are born of boys doing 
their best 111 dl'veloping skills 111 several 
areas of lifl' and Christi.in living. 

Every boy will br a better boy by 
spending a wec-k in camp The 
enrithmc-nt of h1~ li fe through Christian 
influence and activit ies will have a cilrry­
over into life and actions 1n later years. 

Info rmation regarding camp is 
available from Royal Ambassador 
counselors, pas to rs, min isters of 
educati o n o r the Bro therhood 
Department, Baptist Building, Litt le 
Rock, Ark. 72201 . - C. H. Seaton 

One vote fo r Sunday School 
By Iris O 'Nea l Bowen 

I read, the other day, of a survey made by a group looking 
into the backgrounds of people considered very successful. 
From this survey it was found that in most instances the highly 
successful person had been raised in a strong religious enviro n­
ment, with at least one of his parents being a Godly person who 
took the child to church regularly and gave him strong moral 
training. 

As my children came along I did not have the benefit of 
the aforementioned survey, but I felt that Sunday School at­
tendance was very important. I did not sit down and count 
the profits of Sunday School, but as I look back now I can see 

Mrs. Bowen them clear and plain! 
For one thing, the children were under the influence of 

the gospel from an early age. Too, their friends were from other Christian families 
and were being taught the moral and Christ-like precepts I was trying to teach mine. 

Then, as a sheer bonus, I found that often my efforts to get across a strong point 
would be nailed down by something the child lea rned in Sunday School! 

Like the time one of the girls came home all big-eyed to tell me that she had 
learned in Sunday School that you live longer if you respect and obey your parents. 
It was right there in the Bible: " Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this 
is right. Honour thy father and mother; which is the first commandment with prom­
ise; that it may be well with thee, and THOU MAYEST LIVE LONG ON THE EARTH! " 

Sharing, loving, being honest, putting God first, caring for God's house, being 
little helpers, (I must be a little helper, Every, every day, Doing little things for oth­
ers, in a helping way I) - these and many more things have been taught my children 
by dedicated and loving teachers who have given that children might grow in grace 
and wisdom. 

If you have never said a thank you to your children's teachers, now would be 
a good time. Which reminds me - Thank you, Mrs. Evans and Mrs. Thompson and 
Mr. Du Chesne, and Mr. Esch, and Barbara and Mrs. Morrison and . . . . . 

The cover 

Mark Graver, one of the 1971 Siar 
Campers, is prrsentC'd h,s trophy by 
C. 11. Seel/On 

Eddie Reed gets post 

Reed 

Robert Edward 
(Eddie) Reed, 23, 
has been called bv 
the Thlfd Baptist 
Church of Malvern 
to be 11s minister of 
music and youth 

Reed came to 
Malvern from Jack­
sonville, where he 
held the same posi­
tion with econd 
Church. 

Reed is the son o f Re\ and Mrs. Ray­
mond H. Reed ol Warren. He attended 
the public school of Ft. Worth and 
Granbury, Tex., and pokane, Wa h., 
and graduated from West Valley High 
choolof pokanein Junc, 1966 

Reed gradu,1ted from Ouachita Uni­
ers1ty, rkadelphia, in ugust, 1970, 

receiving the Bachelor of Music Edu­
cation degree. 

While in colll'ge, Reed served as part­
time music and youth director at the 
following churches: Thi rd treet Church 
in Ark,1delph1a; Fir~t Church, ashville; 
Immanuel, El Dorado; C1udle Avenue, 
pringcl,1le, and Fir t hurch, Sparkman. 

Recd had been full -time minister of 
music and youth at econcl Baptist 

hurch, Jac:ksonville, ince June 1970. 

He is married to the former Carolyn 
Hope Helms of Little Rock. 
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"Uperlntendcr 
Mississippi County Association 
challenged by rural changes 

The- rol(• o f the 
supcrintcndc-nt o f 
m1ss1011s ha s 
changed during the 
181 'z year\ Jo hn D 
Gearing hils sc-rvcd 
as missionary 111 

Misms1pp1 County 
Baptist Associa tion 
Due to the mechan­
ization o f farming, 

GParinR most of the s mall 
farms of former 

yC'Jrs arc- now part of the larger farming 
interests . This has resulted in an exodus 
from the- f.irms to the ci11es, leaving 
vacant hundreds of houses where peo­
ple one • liv<'d and attended the rural 
or neighborhood c hurc h Instead of 
more churches 111 most areas, there 1s 
a need of consolidation of some church­
es 111 order to minister eff<'rtively to 
those who auend. As a result of these 
changes, the duties of the missiona ry 
have chJngcd 

There arc 42 active c hurches in the 
assoc1at1on, over half of the m with pas­
tors who are aucnding school or a re 
forced to work full or part time in 
secular jobs Yet the- churc hes gave over 
$91 ,000 to the Cooperative Program last 
year and over $137,000 10 a ll missio n 
cause\, an increase of 120 pe rcent over 
mission gifts when Gearing became 

m1ss1on.iry 111 1953 Mos1 of 1lw c hurches 
supported the Ou.i,h11,1 -Soulhl'rn B.ip 
11st ollcg<' Adv,inc<'ml'nt C.1mrd1gn 
this p.ist yc.ir 

During the· rast 18 y<'ars, lhf' wmk 
in Mi\s1~s1rp1 County Assot1a11on h.is 
pr<'S<'nled many c hallPng<'s. Th<' pc•oplc 
rc•spondcd 111 a grPat way to J ministry 
to th<' 10,000 to 15,000 MPxican br.icNos 
that formerly came to the- county ca< h 
year to work in the fi elds. Young people 
from the churchl's of 1he .issociation 
went into the Negro church <'s and con­
ducted Vacation Bible Schools for 1he 
Negro children for many y<'ars until 
the Negro churches were able to con­
duct the ir own sc h ools. An Extension 
Class was held for the Negro people 
for two years, Sevrral mission Vacation 
Bible Schools were he ld, one of which 
resulted in the establishme nt of a mis­
sion which today 1s one of the strong 
churches in the associat ion 

The association has purchased 60 
acres of land near Walcott Sta te Park 
in Greene County on which to build a 
year-round encampme nt for use by a ll 
o f the c hurc hes. 

A mode rn seven-room home and a 
large office with four rooms and a large 
confe re nce room has recently been 
built on four acres of land the associa­
tion owns 111 northeast Blytheville. Part 
of the land is being reserved for a future 

This building in Blytheville provides a home for the Superintendent of missions and 
associational o ffices. 

May 4, 1972 

mission or e,hurch This office, fully 
Pqu1ppc•cJ w11h off wt prc-ss, camera 
for off wt work, and other needed 
1·qu1pm1•nt, C'nJhlPs the m1ss1onary to 
pmv1dP the churches w11h promotional 
mdll'rldls to bPttc•r promote d program 
for l hf' c c1uS<· of hrist 

Misms1pp1 County 1s the only asso­
e,1Jt1on 111 th<' st.itt• thJt can boast of a 
rc•cord of hc1ving and reporting a Vaca­
tion Biblt• Se,hool 1n t•vcry church and 
mission for 17 s1rc11ght years, according 
to Missionary Gearing, who has been 
told that 11 1s probably the only c1sso­
ciat1on in the <'nt1re Southern Baptist 
Conve nllon with such a rc•cord Mis­
ms1ppi County's VBS work was featured 
in 1he February, 1972, issue of the Sun­
day School Board publication Outreach 

" [ vpn though we are 111 an isolated 
area, we fc>el that we have one of the 
best promo tional progr.ims of Southern 
Baptist work anywhere," states Mr 
Gearing, " It 1s c1 long way from here 
to Little Rock, but we try to cooperate 
111 being a part of the entire program 
of Arkansas Baptists." 

Arkansans participate 
in day care workshop 

NASHVILLE - Pat Ratton of the 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention; Mrs. 
Janet Williams of Geyer Springs first 
Baptist Church, Little Rock, and Alma 
Roberts of South Side Baptist Church, 
Pine Blu ff, were parucipants 111 a 
workshop on " Administering a Day Care 
Program" April 10-14 a t the Church 
Program Training Center here. 

Sp onsored by the church 
administration department of the 
Southern Baptist Sunday School Board, 
the seminar was directed by Bill Halbert, 
consultant. 

Chaplains invited to 
meeting at Camp Paron 

Chaplains - Institutional, Industrial, 
Hospital, and Military (Active and 
Reserve) - are invited to a meeting for 
chaplains May 18-19. The meeting is 
scheduled for an overnight stay at Camp 
Paron, beginning with the evening meal 
at 6:30, May 18, and concluding with the 
noon meal, May 19. 

Pastors intereste d in chaplaincy 
ministries and pastors serving as part­
time chaplains or c haplains-on-call are 
invited to attend , Chaplain James Kelly, 
Director of Chaplaincy, Home M ission 
Board, and Southern Baptist Chaplain 
Joe Ellison, Rese rve Forces, Fifth U.S. 
Army, will be present. 

Those attending are expected to bring 
their pe rsonal items, towels, line ns, e tc. 
Camp cost, room a nd board will be 
borne by the Missions Department. 
-Wilson C. Deese, Direc tor, Chaplaincy 
Ministries 
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Clear Creek news 
Cedarville breaks ground 

By Paul E \Vi/helm, mi"ionary 
Groundbreaking for t he new 

auditorium and educational build ing at 
Cedar\1lle 12 miles northwest ol Van 
Buren v.a~ held March 19 The 29 by 62 
foot brick-veneer building, now under 
con~truc t1on, provide\ ~pace !or class 
room\, 1-.itchcn, choir loft, a nd an 
auditorium that will seat 120. Plans 
include> tentral he.i11ng and cooling Any 
window opening~ will h ave stained 
glass. Interior or the building is to be 
paneled A bapustry and public address 
s stem arc provided Floors o l 
educational space will be tiled with 
auditorium to have cdrpct. The 
contractor ,s R. and W Construction 
Co., of Little Rock The building 
committee arc Ford Rogers, Le onard 
Rogers, chairman, Marvin Fry, and Fred 
Coleman Roger Ghormley is pastor. . . . 

Mulberry First 0 1 dained Je rry Cowan 
to the gmpel m in istry April 9. Cowan is 
the new pastor of the Hagarville C hurch, 
northca t of C la rks\ ille. Carrol D. 
Walters, host pastor wa moderator. 
Roger G hormley, pa tor of the 
Cedarville church served as clerk and 
presented t he certificate. Song leader 
was Fred Moon, ministe r of music at 
M ulberry Fir t. Ray Jackson, Mulberry 
First deacon pre e nted the candidate 
and Family. W e ndell Morse, former 
M ul b erry First pas tor, did th e 
questioning. 

The message and c harge was brought 
by Roy Gean Law, pastor of O za rk First, 
and associational moderator. The 
o rdination prayer was led by Paul E. 
Wilhelm, missionary. A Bible from the 
host c hurch was presented by Cas 
Wagner, c hairman of deacons. Others 
serving on the council included Fred 
Moon, Jimmy Moore, David Moody, 
David Marvin, Carol Po lly, Ermon 
Crabtree, Kendall Henry, Odell Chapel, 
Chester Francis, and Lonnie Dic ks. 
Benedictio n was pronounced by M . D. 
Hodges, member at Hagarville. 

Graves Memorial breaks 
ground for building 

A. C. Murphy, c hairman of the 
building committee, turne d the first 
spade ol ground at the site o f the new 
sanctuary and fellowship hall o f Graves 
Memorial, Sunday morning, Apri l 17. 
Also participating we re members of the 
building comm itt ee - G eorge 
Merriman, Gene Riley, Bill Wawak, 
Herbert Haynie, T. J. Bowie, Bert Franks, 
Vernon Coker, a nd Pastor C ut is Bryant. 

Th e ne w auditoriu m will seat 
approximately 350 with a fe llowship hall 
for about 75 . Construction will start 
soon a nd is to b e comple te d in about 4 
months. 
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Doctrines of the faith 
The redemptive work of Christ 

By Jimmy A. M,llikin 
Soul ht>rn BaplM Collc-ge 

It was note d in a previo us study that the doctrine of Christ 
1s usually divided 11110 two pa rts . (1) the Person of Christ and 
(2) the Work o f Christ. The last two studies were devoted to 
the person o f C hrist. We no w turn to the work of Christ. 

The wo rk o f Chri\ t is concerned with what Jesus came to 
the earth to d o. Of course, he d,d many things. He went about 
teac hing, p reac hing, a nd h ealing (Matt. 4.23) To t~II every­
thing Jesus did wo uld, as John says, fil l the world with books 
(In. 21 25) . We are concerned here with only his primary mis­
sion and accomplishme nt 

What wa~ Christ's primary work? Some have mistakenly 
t hought that his primary . accomplishment was that he left us 
a body of moral and relig io us instruction. O thers have e rrone­

ously thought that his primary work was that of a social and political reformer. It 
is particularly fashionable today to put Jesus in th is mould. 

Christ was no t primari ly a teache r nor a refo rmer. If these were his primary 
aims, the n the humbling of himself to become a man need not have taken place 
at a ll. The law of Moses le ft us adequate moral instruction, and the prophets had 
already spoke n out e loquently against socia l evils. If e thical instruction and social 
reformation we re Christ's major accomplishme nts the n his coming was unnecessary 
and his work a fai lure. 

Dr. Millikin 

What the n was Christ's primary work? The ew Testame nt answer is clear. His 
prima ry work was rede mptive . Christ came into the wo rld primarily to give God 's 
solution to the sin problem. Th is mission included two great objectives: (1) the 
re moval o f the penalty which came upon man as a result of sin, and (2) the restora­
tion of me n to t he image a nd fe llowship of God. Both o f these o bjectives were es­
sential to his redemptive work. 

Everything Christ did was related to his work of rede mption. We may, ho w­
ever, summarize this work with three events: his death, his resurrection, and h is 
ascension. 

The death of Christ is, without do ubt, his central redemptive e \ e nt. It is not 
putting the matte r too strongly to say that the very purpose for which Christ came 
into the world was to die (Mark 10:45; Heb. 2:14). It is through Christ's death that 
our salvation is made possible, for in his death Christ paid the pe nalty for man's 
sin (II Cor. 5:21; He b . 2:9). As the Baptist Faith and Me sage tates 11 : " In His d eath 
on the c ross He made provision for redemption of men from sin." 

Christ's resurrec tion was also an essential part of hi rede mptive work. It is 
through h is resurrection that we have assurance of salvation. By rais ing Christ from 
the d ead God demonstrated that his redemptive \\ Ork was acce pted (Rom. 1:4; 
4:25; Acts 10:4-43) . It also gives us assurance that God will comple te our sahation 
by raising us from the dead, and that the kingdom of God will triumph (I Cor. 15: 
12-28). 

Christ's re de mptive work did not end with h is death and re urrection . He as­
cended to the right hand of God where he now makes interces ion for u (Rom. 
8:34; Heb. 7:25). Th is is Christ's present and continuous work for us. It is thi work 
whic h gives us con fidence in prayer (Heb. 4:14-16), and guarantees our permanent 
standing before God (I John 2:1). 

Christ died for our sins, he was raised for our justification, h e now lives to make 
inte rcession for us. This is his redemptive work. 

Deaths ___________ _ 
In this column will b e reported deaths 

(not obituaries) of members of Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention churches. 
Those reporting deaths should do so 
promptly. Give name, age, date of 
death, name of chu rch, position. 

Mrs. Lula Singleton Ray, 90, North 
Little Rock, died April 24. She was a 
member of Centra l C hurch . 

Clare nce James Mahurin, 62, Dumas, 
died April 23. He was a me mber of First 
Church . 

Mrs. Stella Hampton McNeil , 79, 
North Little Rock die d April 25. She 
was a member o f Ba ring Cross Church . 

Robert Leonard Gresham, 65, El Do­
rado, die d April 24. He was a m ember 
of Imma nue l C hurch. 
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___________ ____ Your state convention at work 

New envelopes may mean 
increase in offerings 

In r<'c(•nt years, many churches have 
d1scovc.-a•d that the use of the larger 
size offering ('nvclopes that hold a 
check or dollar bill without folding 
ha"e increased their offerings. Many 
churches have .ilso begun to use, with 
oul\tanding results, a service provided 
by Baptist Book Store Envelope Service 
o f mailing monthly envelopes to each 
pe1 son 

The pastor of Calvary Church in Pas­
cagoula, Miss., Byron [. Mathis, offered 
this testimony· 

" At a recent Southern Baptist Con­
vention, I talked with an envelope 
representative and was advised to try 
the new ten dollar bill SIZC' personalized 
envelopes so as to have .i sizeable in­
crease in tithes and offerings through 
the church 

" I was so convinced that upon coming 
back to Calvary I presented the matter 
to the deacons and then from them to 
the church The matter was approved 
unanimously to try this system. 

" Last year was a building program 
year when we received extra gifts for 
that purpose and so our people felt 
that to equal or exceed that income 
would be great and a budget of $110,000 
was adopted which was upped from 
$100,000 the previous year. Calvary 
has followed the forward Program of 
Church Finance for ten years and has 
shown tremendous growth as a result. 

" Our budget year begins on October 
1 and the income has been increased 
by the new envelopes system as fol­
lows: 

Receipts for : 
October . . . . . • . . $11,704.00 
November . . . . . . . . 11,295.00 
December 10,683.00 
January . . . . • . . . . . . 13,240.00 
February . . . . . . . . . . . 9,617.00 
March . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10,198.00 
Total for 6 months .. $66,737.00 

" Total income amounts to $11,737 
above our record breaking budget. 
Projected over a year this would mean 
$23,474. 

" The personal ized ten dollar size 
envelopes are handled through the 
Baptist Book Store Envelope Service. 
They cost a little extra but they pay big 
dividends. They are personalized and 
mailed to each Sunday School or church 
member each month. 

"We have not heard one word of 
complaint about using them and have 
heard numerous words of praise. I can 
recommend them 100 percent to any 
church that is considering them and 
believe that any church would show a 
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Child neglect found widespread 
To th<' typical Chm11an pMent, the 

sugg<'sllon that ch1ldr<'n are neglC'cted 
by their par<'nts is rC'j«•cted and viewed 
without lound,111on 1n f.lc t The vNy first 
principle of par<'nthood is that a child is 
wantC'd, is welcomed in the family, 1s 
loved and cared for w11h unfailing 
dc•vo11on. However, thrre arc facts to 
support th<' conclusion that there 1s 
widespread neglect of children in the 
United Stat<'s 

The neglect of children 1s so prevalent 
in our soc1C'ty that the once-in-a-decade 
Whit<' I louse onfcrence on Children 
gave this theme thorough study during 
thC'ir recent conference Meeting in the 
nation's capitol in December, 1970, the 
4,000 selected, concerned, and 
committed professionals in the child 
care field addressed themselves to the 
nation 's greatest asset, America 's 
children 

A world recogni,ed authority on 
family and chi ld rela tions insisted that 
" America's families, and their children 
are in trouble, trouble so deep and 
pervasive as to threaten the future of our 
nation." This is due to " a national 
neglect o f children and those primarily 
engaged in this area - America's 
parents." 

Based on facts obtained in a 25 year 
survey o f child rearing practices in the 
Un11ed States, there is a decrease, 

especially ,n recent yedrs, in all spheres 
of intcr.ic11on bC'twe n parent and child. 
As p.irPnts and othc•r adults puU out of 
the lives of ch1ldrc•n, the vaccuum 1s 
filled by age segregatPd peer groups. 
According to this study reported in 
Home Life, children today show a 
greater dependence on their peers than 
they did a d ecade ago. 

Those children who give primary 
allegiance to thPir pcNs describe their 
parents as less affectionate and less firm 
in dimpline. ft 1s believed that here lies 
the roots of the alienation and its milder 
consC'quences such as emo11onal upsets 
in families and children The more 
serious consequences are being 
reflected in rising rates of youthful drug 
abuse, delinquency and violence. 

Facts of this magnitude should alert 
parents to some basic age-old principles 
of parenthood. Let your children know, 
by your actions, that you love them and 
show an interest in things that are 
important to them Talk with them. 
Because you do love them, be fai r, firm 
and consistent in disciplining them. The 
proper balance between love and 
discipline will prevent alienation 
between parent and child and 
realistically prepare the child to live in 
the house of tomorrow.-Johnny G. 
Biggs, Executive Director. 

1973 Youth Convention plans 
1. Date - April 20, 1973 
2. Theme: "Who, Mel" 
3. Two Conventions: 

(1) 7-8 grades - Second Baptist Church, 
Little Rock 

(2) 9-12 grades plus college - Robinson 
Auditorium 

(meeting places will care for 4,300) 
4. In most cases each convention will 

have the same speaker, features, etc. 
at different sessions. 

5. Main speaker - Rev. Richard Jack• 
son, pastor, North Phoenix Baptist 
Church, Phoenix, Arizona. 

6. Featured Choir: Southern Baptist 
College 

7. Featured Singers: Power and Light 
Company, Baring Cross Church, Nonh 
Little Rock. 

minimum increase of 10 percent in 
tithes and offerings and most churches 
have a much larger increase as we have 

8. Outstanding Attractions: Russ anctl 
Helen dine, Recording Anlsts. Ka~ 
City, Mo., will be on the progrm. twice 
at each convention. 

9. "Who, Me Pick Up Trashr wilt.be 
a panel of three college students led~ 
Jack Cowling, who will give their e,c,. 
periences on a work project. (This yeu 
they went to Baltimore). 

10. State Bible Drill will be conckKted 
in the 7-1 grade convention only. Slate 
Speakers' Tournament will be conduc:J 
ed in the 9-12 grade convention only 

11. "Who, Mel • Multi-Media Wi 
ship" will be a slide presentatk.ln 
uch session chaltenaing 
volvement in meeting j\e 
people. 

--Ralph 

done at Calvary." - Roy F. Lewis, Sec­
retary of Stewardship-Cooperative Pro­
gram 
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Nntlonnl L ad r to Offer Training 

MISS IO N ACTION WORKSHOP 

I 
1'11 v, Ii\ Ir lnHlll.>r.k 

HMII 

l O Wood 
trMll 

Wm B Mllctloll 
HMB 

Alino Fusollor 
WMU 
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)U/\.,1111/\11/\l'Tlc r UNIV RSITY 
/\1 k11clolph1c1 

Ml\ Y 11 19 
(Op1111IIHl 111 I p 111 on I /Iii oncl CloslriH ; ti Noon on 10th) 

AREAS OF SPECIAL CONCERN 
R aort 
Languftgo 

Int rnt1tlont1I• 
Nonfeadora 

The Sick 
Combating Moral Problem• 

Prisoner Rohlbllltotlon 

conomlcally Dlandvftntngod 
The Aging 

and Alcohol and Drug 

Abusora 
Juvenile Rohabllltatlon 

N1111 I h1111•, ot ~pr< 1111 I lfllnlng will l>o o fforod tn ooch of the above Areas 

by ',toll Mt 11\tll 1· ot 111f1 I tornu M1r,blon BoJrd, WMU , SBC, and other& 

RESOURCE PERSONNEL 
Jnni u W Kolty. Director o t Chaplaincy, HMB 

Wm B Mitch It , /\sut Secy, Dept. of Interfaith Witness, HMB 

Vtctnr Glrn :,, Socy , Dept. of Work with National Baptists. HMS 

Dr Cly<l n Wolko1, Profosnor of Psychology and Counseling, 

Now Orloans Baptist Theological Seminary 

TARGET GROUPS 
Poators - Superintendent of Missions 

A-,soclntlonol Mlsblon Action Directors - Church Staff Members 

Church Ministries Committees WMU Officers 

Mission Action Directors and Group Members - ALL Interested Persons 

RESERVATIONS 
Send $2 Por Porson Registration Fee to 

Dean B. Aldon Dixon 
Ouachita Baptist University 

Arkadelphia 71923 

$10.50 Por Person for Room and Board Payable Upon Arrival 

Sponsoring Agencies 
Home Mission Board, Atlanta, Georgia 

Woman's Missionary Union, SBC, Birmingham, Alabama 

1,111,g:1,,,, HrtJ(II 
NMU 

~ 

II 
Chas McCullin 

HMB 

Victor Glass 
HMB 
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Take a vacation at SBC assemblies 
Our Southern Baptist Assemblies, 

Glorieta and Ridgecrest arc planned for 
you. Ha, e you made arrangements to 
attend the week of your choice? 

There will be four opportunities of 
training and inspira tion for Sunday 
School workers at Glorieta and three 
weeks at Ridgec rest The program for 
each of the weeks will fe.iture Bible 
study, worship and both age-group and 
general conferences on Su nday School 
work. The atmmphere and scenery is 
uplifting and the fellowship superb. A 
joint Church Training-Sunday School 
Leadership Conference will precede the 
first Sunday School week at each 
Assembly 

Sunday chool workers attending 
Glorieta Baptist Assembly in 1972 will 
have a choice of three schedules for 

leadership conferences. Although the 
program tonte nt will be simil.ir for each 
week, acrnrding to A V Washburn, 
secretary of the Sunday School 
Department, the time schedule will bC' 
different. The first conference, June 25-
July 1, will begin on Sunday evening dnd 
con tinue through the fo ll owing 
Saturday noon . Next will come an 
intensive four-day conference, July 2-5, 
Su nday through Wednesday. The last 
week July 6-12, wi ll fo llow the traditional 
Thursday-through- Wednesday patt ern. 

The conferences at Ridgecrest Baptist 
Assembly will be conducted on the 
customary Thurs da y- through­
Wednesday plan. The schedule fo r 
Sunday School Leadership Conferences 
are: July 27-Aug. 2 and Aug. 3-9. 

pecial conferences fo r workers with 

KEN YA COFFEE HOUSE: These five MKs (missionary kids) and the son of an 
African paswr, along with other high school student , have begun a coffee house 
ministry in downwwn Nairobi Driving from their boarding school about 25 miles 
away, they sing and witnes in The Lamu Coffee Shop each Friday evening. The 
young people, ranging in age from 14 to 16, organized a mu ic group la t fall on their 
own initia t ive. Now their m111Istry ,s under the direction of the Youth for Chri t 
Committee in airobi. Pictured, /efr to right, are Mark Alfoon, Lynn Moss, Ninya 
Saunders, Charlene M artin and Pal Ticlenbcrg, whose parent are Southern Bapti t 
missionaries, and Sam Karan1a. MK Tim M orri i not pictured. Says missionary A lta 
(Mrs. Clarence A.) Allison · " Thi youth group i making an effort to relate to those 
around them and at the sam e time witnes to the love of God for all men." The 
Allisons are Arkansas natives who were' ,lppointed ,n 1960. 

May 4, 1972 

the mentally retard e d wi ll be o ffered 
June 18-24 a nd Ju ne 25-July 1 at G lorieta, 
and July 20-26 and July 27-Aug. 2 
a t Ridgecrest Confe rences fo r workers 
with the deaf are sch<'duled for Ju ly 2-5 
at Gloriet.i and Aug 3-9 at Ridgecrest. 

The re 1s no b<'lter way to spend an 
enjoyable and info rmative vacation. Do 
you wish to put new life and enthusiasm 
in you r Sunday School? Take a b us load 
of workNs to a week at the Assembly 1 

W rite for reserva tio ns, Glorieta Baptist 
Assembly, Box 8, Glo rieta, ew Mexico 
87535; o r Ridgecrest Baptist Assembly, 
Box 128, Ridgecrest , North Ca ro lina 
28770. - Ma ry Emma Humphrey, Sunday 
Schoo l de partment 

Mrs. Tidsworth 

Baptist Student Union at the 
University of Arkansas during my 
college days was a refuge to me. It 
was refreshing to retreat to the 
center for vespers after days of 
hard work in the " world" of the 
campus. I do not mean that all was 
quiet at the center. Far from it. 
Questions from University life and 
study were discussed, but within a 
mutual framework of Christian 
faith . Meetings with prayer 
partners for Bible study and prayer 
were sources of help and strength. 
Sharing problems with others 
helped me to have courage to try 
again after falling short of my 
aspirations for Christian life and 
witne s . Jamie Jones was of great 
help to me through counseling. 
He also directed me to find 
opportunities of Christian service 
to meet my need to do something 
worthwhile. 

(Mrs. Floyd Tidsworth serves 
with the Horne Mission Board 
along with her husband in West 
Virginia.) 
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How10HAVE A Full and 
Meaningful Life 

Lay Evangelism 
Schools 

using 

WIN 
(Witness-Involvement Now) 

7 

MATERIALS are the ANSWER 

6 WEEKS PRIOR TO SCHOOL: 
Stud) th_ six Growth ... eaflets 

WEEK OF THE SCHOOL 
7 00 - 9:00 P M - Bible Study Group Dynamics 

No roll to check 
No tests given 
No examinations 
No grades g iven 
No scripture to memorize 
No outline to learn 

Just learn how to WITNESS by reading THE BOOKLET 

THE ONLY WAY PEOPLE LEARN IS BY DOING SOMETHING THEMSELVES 

12 WEEKS AFTER THE SCHOOL: 
1. Learn Scripture 
2. Witness once a week 

SCHOOLS: July 10 - 14 First, Mena . .... . ... Jesse S. Reed, director 

September 10 - 14 Park Hill, North Little Rock ..... Tom Starkes 
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Home Mission Board, director 

October 23 - 27 Calvary, Little Rock - Dr. Leonard Sanderson 
Director of Evangelism, Louisiana Baptist 

Convention, d irector 

FOR MORE INFORMATION WRITE JESSE S. REED 
525 WEST CAPITOL, LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 72201 

ARKANSAS BAPTIST NEWSMAGAZINE 



1111 
1111 
1111 
11111 
Ill .. 
~ 

-· -· I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Amy ichol , 14, daughter of Southern Baptist m,ss,onaries from Arkansas, was 
one of 12 gir ls to receive certificates for service as Candy Stripers at Baptist Hos­
pital, Asuncion, Paraguay. Presenting her certificate is missionary William A. Hick­
man, president of the hospital's board of directors. Recently Amy was a patient 
in the hospital,-along with all but one member of her family, after an automobile 
accident. The first to be released, she was able to care for the others as they came 
home. Her parents are the Rev. and Mrs. Gilberr A. Nichols, formerly of Austin, 
Ark (Photo by Pablo Alazar) 

Boone-Newton churches 
plan Bible conference 

Vance Havner, Southern Baptist 
evangelist and author, will lead the 
churches o f Boone- ewton Association 
in a Bible conference, May 8-12. Services 
will be conducted at First Church, 
Harrison each evening at 7:30. 

Dr. Havner conducted a similar 
conference in Harrison in 1970. Huge 
crowds attended and were blessed by 
his ministry. The churches of the 
associatio n invite friends in adjoining 
associations and across the state to 
attend. 

The music will be directed by W. R. 
Canary, minister of music, First Church, 
Harrison, and Wallace Ferguson, 
minister of music-youth at Eagle 
Heights, Harrison.-John Finn 

May 4, 1972 

Home Mission Board 
Names missionaries 

ATLANTA (BP) - The Southern 
Baptist Home Mission Board of Directors 
has appointed three new career 
missionaries, one to serve in Baltimore, 
Md., and a missionary couple to wo rk in 
Atlanta. 

Appointed as a field worker in 
Baltimore was Miss Bobbie Jean 
Murphy, a native of Montgomery, Ala. 

Miss Murphy, a graduate of Alabama 
State College in Montgomery and 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 
in Louisville, previously d irected the 
Baptist Center and served as a summer 
missionary for the Madison Baptist 
Association, Huntsville, Ala . 

Other new appointees include Terry 
and Rebecca Moncri ef, Christian ~ocial 
missionaries in Atlanta. Moncrief, an 

C
th cp. 
oop rat1ve 
Pr gram 

T 
and .. . 

Baptist Joint C m' to 

By John W. Baker, 
Auing EXl'C'UI/V(' Dtrector 

The Baptist Joint Committee o n Public 
Affairs has o ffices on capitol hill in 
Washington, D C The Joint Committee 
1s composed o f members appointed by 
nine cooperating Baptist conventions 
inc luding the So uthern Bap t ist 
Convention It seeks to apply Baptist 
concerns fo r rel igious liberty to proper 
church-stc1te relations, and Christ ian 
insights to the public policies of the 
na11on Because o f the non-authoritarian 
nature of Baptist churches and their 
con venti o ns, th e Bapt is t Joi nt 
Committee o n Public A ffiars does not 
purport to speak for all Baptists. It 1s, 
h oweve r , i nd e p en d ent in its 
responsibility to initiate and recommend 
action on matters coming within the 
sphere o f its mandate. 

On a per capita basis the nine 
cooperating conventions almost equally 
support the Joint Committee. Because o f 
its size, the outhern Baptist Convention 
through the Cooperative Program 
provides a major share of the agency's 
operating budget and, consequently, 
receives a propo rt ionate share of the 
services the agency renders. 

Witho ut religious liberty and proper 
church-state relations the ability o f 
Baptists to ca rry the good news of Jesus 
as Savior and Lord to the world would be 
severly handicapped . Th e Jo int 
Committee serves as a listening post for 
governmental involvement with religio n 
and the agen c i es o f re li gion , 
representative to governments fo r the 
Convention, and repo rter to the 
denomination about what is transpiring 
in public affairs. 

Southern Baptists can exercise a 
powerful stewardship o f influence in 
public affairs through the merican 
democratic process. The Baptist Joint 
Committee o n Public Affairs is in a 
unique position to help the Baptist 
people to become good stewards in the 
arena of public policy. 

Augusta, G;i., native, is director of the 
Clark Howell Techwood Baptist Center 
in Atlanta. He is a graduate of Georgia 
Institute of Technology, Atlanta; 
Southern eminary, and University of 
Georgia, Athens. 
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Arkansas Baptist State Convention 
CONTRIBUTIONS 

Total Cash Contributions Received in Office of Executive Secretary of 
faecutive Board During the Months of January Through March, 1972. 

Notify Charles H. Ashcraft, 525 West Capitol, Little Rock, Arkansas, if any errors are found in this report. 
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If your onl> child suddenly became 
desperately ill, would > ou seek medical 
help . from a doctor whose training 
terminated when he received his M .D. 
degree? The answer is emphatically no. 
You would insist on securing, at any 
price, the sen ices of a competent 
physician who is thoroughly acquainted 
with the latest resources available in 
medical science. 

As physicians of the soul, can we who 
serve in pos111ons of church and 
denominational leadership take any less 
seriously our own need for continuing 
education? The world is changing so 
rapidly that some of the most pressing 
problems we confront today were 
virtually unknown v.. hen many of us 
com pleted our formal schooling. How 
wide is the perception gap between that 
which you yourself learned in school 
and that which you need to know in 
your work today? 

But, someone may say, our 
responsibility is to proclaim the 
unchanging truths of the Christian 
gospel. These are as relevant today as 
they were 25 years ago. Although it is 
doubtful that any Christian minister, 
after a moments reflection, will fail to 
recognize the urgency for keeping 
abreast with the developments affecting 
the lives of persons to whom he 
ministers, let's consider for a moment 
the minister 's need for continuing 
education in the basic disciplines in 
theological education. 

Educational psychologists tell us that 
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When does a minister 

complete his educationl 

By Raymond M Rigdon 
DrrPrtor, Seminary Cxtem,on Dt>pJrtment, SBC 

we forget within 24 hours a high 
percentage of that which we acquire 
during a given learning experience. The 
secret of retention, they say, is periodic 
recall and use. The tendency of the 
average pastor, unless he is engaging in 
continuing education, is to preach (and 
to conduct other aspects of his ministry) 
along certain well-worn lines. Stated 
more bluntly, he faces the temptation of 
getting in a rut. 

Thus all of us who, as God's 
instruments, help to guide the spiritual 
destinies of people desperately need to 
continue our study of the great realit ies 
of the Christian faith . We need to 
continue to investigate ways these 
realities affected people throughout 
history and ways, through a church, we 
can help people to experience these 
realities today. Unless we are continuing 
our serious study of the Bible, Christian 
history, Christian doctrine, and practical 
studies related to our work, we may be 
like a physician w ho relies exclusively on 
knowledge he gained in medical school 
years ago in treating a desperately ill 
child today. 

Through the Seminary Extension 
Department 's new Ho me Study 
Institute, every pastor in the Southern 
Baptist Convention has an opportunity 
to engage in a personal program of 
continuing education. Under the able 
leadership of SED's Associate Director, J. 
Ralph Hardee, the Institute offers by 
correspondence 36 courses in Bible, 
theology, Christian ethics, Christian 
theology, and practical studies. 

Each pastor who enrolls for one of 
these courses has as his teacher an 
academically qualified correspondence 
instruct or. Seven of th e nine 
correspondence instructors hold earned 

doctor's degrees and the remaining two 
have master's degrees. Several of these 
instructors, all of whom serve on a part­
time basis, have had years of experience 
teaching in a Baptist college or seminary. 

The correspondence courses offered 
by the Seminary Extension Home Study 
Institute help the busy pastor to engage 
in disciplined study. Course materials 
are so orgdnized as to help the pastor 
explore the study in depth and 
personally to test and to reinforce his 
learning at the end of each lesson. Unit 
tests, four to six per course, are sent to 
the Institute where they are evaluated 
b y a correspondence instructor. The 
student receives in return specific 
evaluations and suggestions. 

For specific information on learning 
opportunities offered by the Seminary 
Extension Home Study Institute, write to 
the Seminary Extension Department, 
Southern Baptist Convention Building, 
P. 0 . Box 1411, ashville, Tenn. 37202. 

The Seminary Extension Home Study 
Institute also offers two other types of 
independent study. A guided reading 
program on " Helping People with Drug 
Problems" is the first in a proposed 
series of independent reading programs 
on the general theme " Problems Pastors 
Face." The Institute also offers a series of 
cassette tapes, each with an 
accompanying listening guide, for the 
busy pastor who wants to use cassette 
tapes to stimulate and guide him in 
helpful learning experiences. 

No longer can we arbitrarily divide a 
minister's life into a period of 
preparation followed by his years of 
service. The wise minister continues his 
education-at least until he receives his 
first retirement check from the Annuity 
Board! 

Page 17 



Tragedy brings missions opportunity 
for student nurse with plans 

By Mike Dixon 

Kaye Pitre was going to play the piano 
with an evangelist ic team in ew York 
this summer, but a traged half a world 
away led to a drastic change in her 
plans. She will go to Gaza to work on 
t he nu rsing staff of the Baptist hospital. 

The invitation to be a ummer mis­
sionary in Gaza came as a complete sur­
prise to Miss Pitre in Februar . A month 
earlier she was set to go to ew York at 
the end o f the current school semester. 

By then he will have completed three 
years of study at the Universit of South­
weste rn Louisiana, Lafayette, with a 
ear to go toward a bachelor of science 

degre e in nursing. 
A hail of bullets fired from ambush 

in Gaza last January set in motion a 
chain of events that will lead Miss Pitre 
down the same highway and by the 
same orange grove where the ambush 
took place. 

On Jan . 16, missionary nurse Mavis 
Pate was fatally wounded in a burst of 
machine gun fi re as she and four com­
panions from the Gaza Baptist Hospital 
drove north toward Israel. 

Miss Pate died about three hours after 
the attack . Her missionary colleague, 
Ed icholas, and his three daughters 
survived, though he and one of the 
girls were wounded. 

Mavis Pate was a native of Ringgold, 
La ., and a former member of the Social 
Springs Baptist Church which held a 
memorial service for her. She was 
buried in the hospital compound in 
Gaza. Her loss was a crisis for Baptist 
work there. 

A colleague and fellow Louisianian 
on the hospital staff, Ava Nell Mcwhor­
ter, sent out a plea for help. As director 
of nursing and the nursing school, she 
knew that another missionary nurse was 
to leave o n furlough in February, re­
ducing her staff to half its normal 
stre ngth . 

In a letter to Stanley A. Nelson of the 
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board, 
Miss Mcwhorter said that she and the 
other two missionary nurses left in Gaza 
would be unable to take any time off 
this summer unless they get some help. 

Nelson, an associate secretary for 
missionary pe rsonnel at the board's 
headquarters in Richmond, Va., passed 
the appeal along to all state directors 
of Baptist stude nt work. 

One day in Fe bruary, Miss Julie Pea­
cock, as ociate director of student work 
in Louisiana, asked Kaye Pitre if she 
would like to be a summer missionary 
nurse at the Gaza Bapt ist Hospital. 

Miss Pitre had no trouble making a 
decision . She aid later that the invita­
tion was an answe r to prayer for God's 
guida nce in making the best uses of her 
time and abilities. She was certai n she 
should go to Gaza. 

"They need me there," she told a 
friend. " I can' t take Miss Pate's place, 
but I can do my part to help. I' m rea l 
bubbly about it." 

She is not concerned abo ut the pos­
sible dangers of working in an area o f 
political turmoil, she said . " I' m not wor­
ried at all. Whatever is done is God's 
will." 

Another student nurse, Miss Joyce 
Mayhall of Southern Illinois University, 
will be working with Kaye Pitre in the 
Gaza Baptist Hospital this summer. 

While some of her friends have ques­
tioned her decision to go, Miss Pitre 's 
parents are excited about it and not at 
all reluctant, she said. They share he r 
enthusiasm. 

The Rev. and Mrs. Pershing Pitre live 
in Centerville , La., where he is pasto r 
of Teche Baptist Church. The family in­
cludes one othe r d a ughter and two 
sons. 

Kaye, the oldest of the Pitre ch ild ren, 
considers he rself a native of Lake 
Charles, though she also lived in Living­
ston and Care ncro, La., before moving 
to Lafayette. 

Whe never she is call ed upon, Miss 
Pitre plays the piano at Emmanuel 
Church, Lafayette, w he re she is a me m­
ber. She's bee n playi ng since the age 
of 10, and is a lso an organist. 

O ccasionally, she si ngs a solo at 
church, and she has share d he r Chris­
tian faith by singing in folk-rock musi­
ca ls and working in yo uth revivals and 
Vacation Bible Schools. 

In Richmond, Va., for a summe r mis­
sions orientation, Miss Pitre said she 
is grateful to have grown up in a Chris­
tian family . Whe n she was 12 she sensed 
that God was calling her to a life time 

of service, most probably as a missiona ry 
nurse. 

Marriage also is likely in her future, 
said Miss Pitre, who believes that the 
wife of a pastor or missionary should 
be called to her role as well as her h us­
band. 

She is poised as she talks about he r 
personal beliefs and her upcoming 
summer assignment. Her long, brown 
hair, which she parts in the middle, is 
accented by even darker brown eyes. 

She can speak in the colloquial French 
dialect of Louisiana's native Cajuns, 
and she talks with those she meets as 
hospital patients in Lafayette. 

With her summer's work behind her, 
Miss Pitre will begin her fou rth year 
in the university. She looks forward to 
receiving her degree and taking the 
state medical exams for a certificate as 
a registered nurse. 

She may never play the piano wit h a n 
evangelistic team in New York, but her 
service in Southern Baptist medical 
missions seems to be assured, as Kaye 
Pitre herself is happy to testify. 

ARTHUR BLESSITT 
tells you how to 
~~[!~ 

Countless souls have been jolted 
from lethargy to keen attention by 
the unorthodox methods of Arthur 
Blessitt's "Jesus Revolution." TELL 
THE WORLD is a pocket manual of 
revolutionary new ways to witness 
... for every Christian who truly 
wants to be heard, and heeded. 

95¢ paper. 

AT YOUR BAPTIST 
BOOKSTORE 

Fleming H. Revell Company 
IMll A Century of Service 
11111 Old Tappan, N.J. 07675 
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Children's nook _________________ _ 

"Johnny Appleseed has come to 
town!" 

If you or I had been one of the 
pioneer American settlers and had one 
day seen Jo hnny come into our 
community, we might not have known 
what to make of him . Even for those days 
of homespun suits and coonskin caps, 
he was a stra nge-looking figure . 
ometime he wore only a coffee sack, 

with holes cut out for his legs and arms . 
On his head, instead of a hat, he would 
be wearing the old tin pan in which he 
did hi cooking. 

Yet, for all his odd ways, Johnny 
Appleseed was welcomed wherever he 
went. For fo rty-six years he tramped all 
over the Middle West, bringing seed to 
the frontier farmers and he lping them to 
plant their apple orchards. If fine fruit is 
grown in that country today, it is 
because this cur ious apostle of 
horticulture ca rried on a tireless mission 
well over a hundred years ago. 

Johnny Appleseed's true sto ry 
emerges from much legend and hea rsay. 
His real name was John Chapman. His 
birthplace was Leo minster, 
Massachusetts. He was only a babe in 
arms when the cannon roared at Bunker 
Hill. othing is known about his 
bo) hood or about how he came to take 
up his strange ca lling. 

The first clear picture o f o ur he ro 
shows a slende r yo ung man, twenty-five 
yea rs of age, arriving in Licking County, 
Ohio. He had a packhorse and a load 
unlike that of any o ther visitor to that 
frontier country. Aro und 1800, most 
travelers would have been burdened 
with guns and knives and notions. That 
wasn' t what Johnny Appleseed carried. 
All the way from Pennsylvania, he had 
come with a large quantity of apple seed 
that he had obtained from the cider 
mills! 

Afte r clearing the land in various 
places along Licking Creek, he planted 
the seed in neat, e ven rows. As time 
passed, the warm sun and the rich soil 
transformed those plots into valuable 
nurseries-the basis of the Middle 
West's great fruit industry. But Johnny 
Appleseed was miles away by the n. In 
1806 he made a remarkable journey 
down the Ohio River traveling in a 
strange c raft co nsisting o f two boats 
las hed toget he r. 

Everywhere Jo hnn y we nt , it was with 
the same purpose in mind. He must have 
ca rried an inexhaust ible stock of apple 
seed. He started nurse ries all along the 
Ohio River's tributaries. When his old 
boat wo uld not serve, he would slip a 
bag of apple seed on his back and hoof it 
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down the old Indian trails, planting 
tracts throughout the hills. 

His nurseries thrived beyond his 
fondest hopes. No longer did he have to 
make long tre ks back to Pe nnsylvania 
cider mills for more apple seed . His own 
trees were producing seeds. But that 
meant that all those farflung places had 
to be carefully tended. Until his death, 
Johnny Appleseed was always on the 
move. 

He was never too busy to he lp the 
frontier farmer set out apple seedlings. 
Johnny hoped that some day he would 
have nurseries along the farthest of the 
Great Lakes. The Indians, too, must be 

shown how to grow these trees, which 
provided food to balance their heavy 
meat and fish diet. 

As time went by, Johnny Appleseed 
became almost a legendary figure . One 
night he would be sleeping alone in the 
wilderness; the next, he would be at 
some Indian's lodge; and on the third, 
he might be at some remote settler's 
cabin. 

Besides his apple seed, he always 
carried his Bible When Johnny came as 
a guest to a frontier cabin, he read the 
Scriptures aloud to the family. Then he 
explained the meaning, according to his 
views, until far into the night When it 
came time to retire, he asked fo r only a 
quilt. He curled up in comfort by the 
fireplace. Long before the family rose in 
the morning, he was off for a new 
stopping place 

Because Johnny Appleseed had always 
been a quiet, peace-loving man, the 
Indians did not molest him when they 
rose to help the British in the War of 
1812. 

Ma ny frontier homes were put to the 
torch. The savages prowled through the 
Ohio and Indiana wilderness. Johnny 
could not sit by quietly when he heard 
that they planned to wipe out his 
friends, the settlers. He qu ickly went 
about, warning many families to seek 
refuge in the blockhouses. When word 
came that the Indians were about to 
at~ac~ an O hio town, he made the thirty­
mile Journey to fetch an American relief 
force and then guided the soldiers back 
to the scene, all in a single night. 

When more and more people began 
to move into Ohio, Johnny Appleseed 
longed for lonelier country. His last 
years were spent in Indiana. He had 
done a great service for the frontier 
farmers . He should have been content. 
Over an area of 100,000 square miles, the 
~pple seed he _had planted had grown 
into trees bearing fruit. His wilderness 
mission had been faith fully carried out. 

Johnny still roamed from cabin to 
ca_bin. One dusk, in 1847, after a twenty­
mile tramp, he arrived at a friend's home 
nea r Fort Wayne, Indiana. His hosts 
brought him bread and milk as he rested 
on their door tep. Then, in return, he 
read alo ud the Beatitudes. But that 
night, as he slept in his quilt by the 
hearth, Johnny Appleseed quietly d ied. 

No spring now comes to the Middle 
West without bringing back his memory 
as hundreds of apple orchards shower 
their fragrance over the countryside. 

(Sunday School Board Syndicate, a ll 
rights reserved) 
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Southern Seminary professor 
cited by College of Chaplains 

CHICAGO (BP) - The College of 
Chapla111s has awardcd its Distmguishcd 
ervice Award to d outhern Baptt\ t 

seminar~ profes or during their 26th 
annual convention here 

Game~ . Dobbins, dbtingui hcd 
professor emeritus of outhcrn Baptist 
Theological eminary was ci ted for 
the highest honor given by this pI0-
fessional society 

The award is given to a person who 
has made a unique, mno,ative, and 
_ignificant contribution to the field 
of chaplaincy ministries, according to 
officials. 

The citation part1cularl noted that 
Dobbin " \\ as re ponsible for organiz­
ing the appointment o f the first three 
clin1call) trained chaplains among 
outhern Bapu ts 111 their hospital and 

for establishing two training centers 
which have been 111 e, i tence ince 
194- " 

Private school parents 
seek tax breaks 

\<\ A HI1'GTO , D.C (EP) A 
coalition of leader from nonpublic 
school representing all faith has been 
formed to seek federal tax credit 
legislation for parents of children in 
private and parochial schools. 

Citizens Relief for Education by 
Income Tax (C.R.E.D.I.T.) is chaired by a 
rabbi \'ice chairman is a Lutheran o f the 
M issouri Synod . The combin ed 
constituencies of C.R.E.D.I.T. numbers 
approximately 5,000,000 children in 
schools operated under Protestant, 
Catholic, Jewish and private ausp ices. 

The chief o bjective of th e 
organization is to seek enactment of 
legislauon at the earliest possible date 
which will provide a federal income tax 
credit for a part of the nonpublic school 
tuition assumed by parents o f children 
in such schools. Numerous bills for th is 
purpose are now pending in Congress. 
The coalition believes that federal 
income tax cred its are a constitu tional 
means of correct ing the inequit ies 
suffered by nonpublic school parents. 

BAPTIST 
BOOK 
STORE 

• <Oil So,lne SI • l •ttlt Roel<. 4R 72201 • (501) 37-93 
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Dobb111s, who now rc\1dcs 111 Birming­
ham, wJS furthN pra1scd in thc cita 
11011 for his contnbutiom " .is a trac.hcr, 
,1s ,in organ11N, .ind ,is ,1 writer and .is 
.in 1n,pir.ition of o thN writC'rs. " 

Thc ollegc> of h.ipl,1in Is a per~onal 
membership div1~1on of the Amc>nc Jn 
Protestant Hospital Assoc iat1on, a pro­
fcsS1on,1I chapl,1111c y .is\ociation c-om­
po,ed of over 1000 ministers of 31 Prot­
c~t,rnt denominations and the Catholic 
and Jewish fd iths. 

Committed 
to gioe . .. as God has ,iven 

The Perfect Gift 
for Graduation ... 

for Mothers Day & Fathers Day 

lHl WOHlD'S 
MUSI 

HlAOABlf 
8181( 

$995 
deluxe 

padded 
ed111on 

Leather edition s199s 
black bro" n, red green or blue 

"The paraphrase communicates the 
message of Christ to our generation. Your 

reading it will give you a new understanding 
of the Scriptures." Billy Graham 

A TYNDALE HOUSE PUBLICATION 

BAPTIST A BOOK STORE 
at your 

Baptist 
Book Store 

Service with a Christian D,stindion 
Coast to Coast 

ARKANSAS BAPTIST NEWSMAGAZINE 



Last week's 
Bible Puzzle 

answers 

CRYPTOVERSE 
" But ye, brethren. be not weary In well doing" 
(2 Thess. 3:13). 
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Involved with human need International 
Matthew 25.31-46 
Luke ll:24-27 
Hebrews 13:1-3 
James 1:27, 2:14-17 
May 7, 1972 

By Vester E. Wolber 
Ouachita University 

There is a person in this stale who is 
sa tisfi ed with his position in life, content 
with living where he lives and with 
working where he w orks. He does not 
seek promotion to a higher position 
which provides additional power or 
authority, and he is not anxious about 
acquiring much wealth . He loves the 
Lord and loves his neighbors: he is ever 
open to new ways and means of serving 
both. Therefore, being without selfish 
ambition and being moved by the right 
emotions he is remarkably free from 
anxiety, guilt complex, hostility, and 
frustration. He is God's wholesome and 
happy man. 

Somewhere there must be a person 
like that and we would like to hear 
about him, or her. 

The inverted pyramid (Luke 22:24-27) 
Seated about the table with Jesus at 

the Passover meal, the twelve began to 
argue among themselves: they were 
trying to decide which o f them was the 
greatest. Humil ity was not one of their 
most glaring att ributes that day. Thal 
such a dispute arose is evidence that 
those who were closest to Jesus were 
d riven by selfish ambition and a desire 
for recognition. 

It must not be assumed, however, 
that ambition is inherently bad: witness, 
for example, what happens to people 
who are without it. Ambition becomes 
bad at that point when one comes to be 
more concerned with achieving a higher 
rank in life than he is with improving his 
skills, or when he is more anxious about 
perfecting his skills than he is in making 
good use of them. Paul said that our 
God-given abilities are intended to be 
used in edifying the group (1 Cor. 14:26). 

Jesus said that secular Gentile society 
is so structured that those at the top of 
the pyramidal power structure are able 
to lord it over their subjects; and, 
because of their use of authority and 
power, are recognized as great. 

Over against this secular system, the 
lord described an inverted pyramid of 
power in which those who would follow 
Christ must seek a position near the 
bottom of the pile where he can serve 
the most. In Luke's account he said 
" Whoever wou ld be great among you 

The OutllnH of the lntern•tlon•I Bible lesson for 
Chrlstl•n T uchlng, Uniform SeriH, •re copyrighted 
by the lntern•tlon•I Council of Religious Education. 
Used by permission. 

must be your servant, and whoever 
would be first among you must be slave 
o f all" (Luke 10:33-34). 

Even so, the teaching of Jesus at this 
point is often misunderstood : it is 
commonly held that the road to 
Christian greatness is the way of service 
as indicated by the fact that we " rise up 
and call blessed" those who serve well. 
In such manner we appeal to the desire 
fo r recognition in motivating Christians 
to serve. The Lord meant that those of us 
who would like to become great (in the 
eyes of men) must replace that desire 
with the desire to serve. The Son of God, 
himsel f, came not to be served but to 
serve, and to give himself for many 
(Luke 10:45). In our regular patterns of 
thought the one who is served his meals 
is considered greater than the servant 
who serves him, but Jesus spent his days 
among men as one who served. 

Brotherly love (Heb. 13:1-3; James 1:27) 

The Epistle to the Hebrews and the 
Lett er o f James appealed for expressions 
of brotherly affection within the church 
community. Hebrews warns against the 
neglect of hospitality. In the early 
churches, itinerant missionaries and 
evangelists were dependent on home 
entertainment as they spread the gospel 
message (2 John 10; 3 John 5-9). 

The passage also urges its readers to 
keep in mind those of their flock who 
were in prison. They were to pray for 
them, minister to them, and seek to 
bring about their release. 

James defines genuine religion in 
terms of loving concern for the helpless 
and in moral purity. Orphans and 
widows were afflicted in the first century 
unless the church ministered unto them, 
and from the beginning of the Christian 
movement, Christian people showed 
realistic concern for them. 

Active faith Uames 2:14-17) 

James insists that faith is not dead but 
alive, not passiv.e but active. If a 
Christian neighbor lacks food and 
clothing there is no particular benefit in 
wishing him well. Christian concern that 
is never converted into helpful action 
cannot help the needy. True faith 
reaches up to receive divine love and 
reaches out to share human love. And 
faith that does not reach out and give 
out in good works has never really 
reached up to receive. 
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Sunday School lesson ______ _ ________ _ 

Disciplined by God 
By L. H. Coleman 

Pi!\lor, Immanuel Church, Pine Bluff 

o fa r in o ur study of the book o f ceived By keeping back part o f the 
Acts we have studie d about the ascen- price of the land, they lie d to God the 
s1o n of Chri~t. the Upper Room expe r- Holy Spirit. This amounted to hypocrisy 
ience, the marvelous account o f all and deceptio n. 
that happene d on and immediate ly Peter's rebuke; Ananias' death 
following the day of Pe ntecost, and (Acts 5:3-6) 
the healing o f the lame man Following The name " Ananias" means " God 
th is miracle, we noted the arrest o f Pete r is gracious." He re in this passage we 
and John, their trial, threat, and being have no problem with the graciousness 
set free. of God; the problem lies with the u n-

Today's lesson is the third o f four gracious spirit o f Ananias 
lessons on the unit , " A Dynamic Why did Ananias commit this sin? 
Church 0 This lesson is entire ly differ- The devil made him do it? With " Fli p 
e nt fro m the others We are studying Wilson" humor pushed aside, Satan 
today a truly unusual expe rie nce in did inspire Ananias to do this deed . 
the life of the early church. Ananias lied to the church and the lie 

Please no te the background leading to the church was not to me n but to 
up to the sin of Ananias and Sapphira : God. The lie was to the Holy Spirit in 

1. The re was a unity of aim and the church. Satan had fi lled his heart 
purpose in the church. 4:32 and was at the controls a t that moment. 

2. The apostles witnessed with Was the punishme nt too severe? 
power. 4:33 Please look again at the nature of the 

3. The early be lievers shared their sin committed: 
possessio ns with the needy. 1. It involved deception and theft. 
4:34 2. Their sin was willful and delib-

4. The apostles we re administrators e rately planned. 
of the possessions. 4:35 3. The love of mo ney was at the 

5. Account of Barnabas' selling his root of it. 
fi e ld. 4.36, 37. 4. Probably they sought the praise 

Sin of Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5:1,2) of man. 
Up to this point in the great story of As to the punishment for the sin -

the t riumph of the gospel there had 1. The punishme nt was not unjust. 
been tro uble without. The apost les and 2. This was a serious sin. 
believers had been jailed and threat- 3. The reputation and character of 
e ned . Beginning with the fifth cha pter the church was at stake in the 
of the book of Acts, we note some trou- eyes of the world. (The church 
ble within the household of faith. was o n trial before the world in 
Ananias and Sapphira, who certainly a sense). 
we re members and evidently were lead- 4. The church must be found ed 
e rs in the early church, committed the upon honesty. 
sin of lying to the Holy Ghost by keep- 5. God intended for the church 
ing back part of the price of the land. and all succeeding generations 
God dealt severely with this couple as to learn a lesson from this ex-
a result of their sin. perience. 

To this point the church was growing The gravity of the offe nse is not to be 
and the power of Go d was present with measured by the quantity of mo ney or 
the group. The spirit of wanting to do the words of the lie. The sin involved 
the will of God prevailed. Struck by the sta te of their hearts. For a certainty 
their own helplessness, they threw hypocrisy, deception and dishonesty 
themselves wholly upon the Lord and cannot be kept out of the church, but 
went forth in His strength . Also a spirit God demands of his people holiness 
of love prevailed. This great love led and righteousness. He demands that 
to sharing. The spirit of sharing with we be like Him. 
those in need was absol ute ly volun- Peter's rebuke; Sapphira's death 
tary. They provided goods when the (Acts 5:7-10) 
need arose. The apostles were the ad- After an interval of three hours, Sap-
ministrators of the program. phlra (the name means " beautiful") 

Ananias and Sa pphira sold some came in and the same scene was repeat­
property. They could have kept the 
money. Voluntarily they decided to 
bring the money and place it in the 
church treasury. They re ported the 
sale as a lesser amount than they re-

This leuon lrHlment Is but!d on lhe life •nd Work 
Curriculum for Southern B•pllll Churches, copyrlghl 
by The Sund•y School Board of the Soulhern B•pllst 
Connnllon. All rlghls reserved. Used by permission. 

Life & Work 
May 7, 1972 
Acts 4.32 to 5 16 

ed Sapphira lied in word and Pe te r 
foretold he r fat e . Proba bly someone 
asked Pete r to notify the next o f kin 
following Ananias' death. He proceeded 
with the fune ral and awa ited the arrival 
of Sapphira . Never, never forget that 
these deaths we re no t the acts of Peter, 
but divine intervention. God acted . 
Peter simply was God's spokesman and 
messenger 

This was God's way of keeping the 
early church pu re and an example be­
fo re the world. Had God pe rmitte d this 
sin to go unpunished, think of all the 
sin that would have entered the chu rch. 
To say the least It was e no ugh to put 
the fear of God in many hearts. 

Response of the church (Acts 5:11) 
What happened had a great effect 

upo n the entire church. Pe rsecution 
in Acts 4 had come fro m without and 
now judgment within became the lot 
of the church. Exactly what effect did 
the sin and punishment have? 

1. Great fear came upon all the 
congregatio n. 

2. There came into the ch urch a 
general revival. 

Re member this great truth learned 
fro m what happene d : be fo re the Lord 
will bless a church He must first sweep 
it clean . 

The effects of the entire experience 
(Acts 5:13-16) 

Evide nce mounted of the growing 
power of the apostles as they were used 
by the Holy Spirit. 1 umerous miracles 
were being performe d. Why did God 
give these apostle such powe r? Fo r 
one thing Christianity was new and 
the eyes of the world we re upo n them. 
Hence God could get glo ry fro m these 
miracles. From verse 16 we must note 
that the early church be gan to attract 
greatly the attention of those from near­
by cities and villages. 

Conclusion 
Anania and Sapphira committed the 

sin unto death as mentioned in I John 
5:16 and I Cori nthia ns 5 :5. They were 
saved but God's punishme nt for their 
sin was physical death . Please remem­
ber that God's punishment, though 
severe was not unjust. The early church 
must re main pure . They needed to be 
an example for future generations. 
They neede d to be very aware of God's 
standards of Christia n conduct. What 
would happe n today if C hrist ians would 
truly live up to God's moral standards? 
What will happen to us if we do not? 
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A smile or two 

" How's times?" inquired the tourist. 
" Oh, pretty tolerable," responded the 

old native who was sitting on a stump. " I 
had some trees to cut down, but a 
tornado came along and saved me the 
trouble." 

" Fine." 
" Yep, and then lightning set fire 10 the 

brush pile and saved me the trouble of 
burning it." 

" Remarkable. But what are you going 
to do now?" 

"Oh, nothing much. Just waiting for 
an earthquake to come along and shake 
the potatoes out of the ground." 

• * • 
The President was receiving at the 

White House one evening, assisted by 
his u ual staff of officers and their ladies. 
Among the guests was a tailor, who 
gloried in the patronage of the Chief 
Executive and other notables at the 
Capital. When introduced, however, the 
President could not catch his name, and, 
while shaking hands with him, 
remarked: 

"Your face, sir, is familiar, but can' t 
just now call your name." 

To assist his memory, the tailor 
whispered in his ear : 

" I made your pants." 
"Ah, Why, yes! Major Pants. 

Gentlemen, my friend, Major Pants! 
• • • 

A little boy was sitting behind a 
baldheaded man at church, who was 
scratching the fringe of hair on one side 
of his bald spot. The old gentleman kept 
it up so long that at last the little boy 
became interested, and leaning over 
said: 

"Say, mister, you'll never catch him 
there. Why don't you run him out in the 
open?" 

• • * 
" How much are the cigars?" asked a 

customer at the tobacco shop. 
" Two for a quarter," said the girl 

behind the counter. 
"All right," said the customer, " I' ll 

take one." 
" That'll be fifteen cents," replied the 

clerk. 
The customer paid for the cigar and 

left. O verhearing the transaction, a 
tightwad came up to the counter and 
said, " Here's a dime. Hand over that 
other one." 
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D- 'OotHlnM tlr the fanh,'' redrmptlv<' wo,L. of Chrio 
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FOR SALE 
220 THE AT ER SEATS 

Contact Ken Jerome, Pastor 
First Baptrst Church 
Box 6, Amity, Ark. 7 1921 
Phone: 342-5666 

FIVE BOOKS FOR $1.00 
Send this ad and a dollar bill with your 
name and address for the following 
five books of sermons: "When a New 
World Begins," "Once Saved, Always 
S?fe," " Heaven, Hell and Salva tion," 
"The Blessed Hope of Christ's Return," 
and "Do We Live Afte r Death?" Send to : 

John L. llfay, Dept. X, 
501 Wffl LM SL, Plant Cit}'. Fla. S358I 

Attendance report 
gone astray? 

To make sure your church's 
attendance report is carried please 
put your church, city, date of 
Sunday reported, and statistics for 
Sunday School and Church 
Trainin g, plus new church 
members, on a post ca rd. (Reports 
not on post cards will not be used.) 
Mail it Sunday night or Monday 
morning to Arkansas Baptist 
Newsmagazine, 525 West Capitol, 
Little Rock, Ark. 72201 . 

Please do not put revivals, 
deaths o r other informatio n on the 
same card with attendance 
reports. 

EXPERIENCE OF A LIFETIME 
16~day August Med iterranean cruise to Holy Land, Greece, Turkey, Cypress, 
Syria and Isle of Patmos with on-sight lectures and inspirational services led by 
Dr. W. A. Criswell. College credit optional. Departing Dallas Aug. 7. 

For complete information write or call 
Rev. Russell Clearman, 671 1 W. Markham, Little Rock, Ark. 72205 

666-0378 or 664- 1241 
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In the world of religion _______________ _ 
4,700 respond during Billy Graham 
crusade in hometown Charlotte 

l 
/ .I.! f. ... :wi..L.::_ 

,..... • :&: 

CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA, April 9, 1972 - Billy Graham with his wife Ruth 
(left) and his 80 year old mother M orrow, was back in his home town for a 5-day 
crusade. It was 25 years ago in CharloHe where he held his first crusade. 

U.S. church membership up slightly 
NEW YORK (EP) - The 1972 Yearbook of Ame rican Churches puts member­

ship in U.S. churches and synagogues at 131,945,953. 
Compiled by the National Council of Churches, the count indicates a slight 

rise (from 62.4 percent in 1970 to 63.2 percent in 1971) in the percentage of the 
population having religious affiliation. 

The statistic, however, is not considered to be conclusive and the total cannot 
be compared to the previous over-all figure of 128,505,084, partly because of the 
addition of denominations in the 1971 tabulation . 

"Only on an individual Church-by-Church basis can losses or gains be accu­
rately reported," said Constant H. Jacquet Jr. , e ditor of the Yearbook, which this 
year for the first time was publish e d in Nashville by Abingdon Press, a United 
Methodist agency, rather than directly by the National Council. 

Jacquet strongly warned against drawing hasty conclusions from statistics in 
the Yearbook. In terms of a quarter-century trend, he said, growth in over-all mem­
bership is at a "standstill." 

The 14 largest Churches in the U.S., according to the figures published in the 
Yearbook, are: 

1. The Roman Catholic Church . . .......... . ...... .. ...... . ... ... . . 48,214,729 
2. Southern Baptist Convention .... . ..... .. . . .. . .. .. .. . . . .. . .. . . . . 11,628,032 
3. The United Methodist Church .............. . ... . .. . ..... . ...... 10,671,774 
4. National Baptist Convention, U.S.A. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5,500,000 
5. The Episcopal Church . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,285,862 
6. Lutheran Church in America . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,106,844 
7. United Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,087,213 
8. Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,788,536 
9. National Baptist Convention of America . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,668,799 

10. The American Lutheran Church . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,543,293 
11 . Churches of Christ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,400,000 
12. Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,073,146 
13. United Church of Christ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,960,608 
14. Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North a nd South America . . . . . . . . 1,950,000 

Canadian church membership in 1971 was 12,560,720, according to the Year­
book. This total reflects the reports of 29 groups, of which the Roman Catholic 
Church is by far the largest with 8,759,625 members. Using a 1970 figure, the Year­
book said the constituency of the Anglica n Church of Canada was placed at 
1,126,570. The United Church of Canada had 1,033,533 me mbers. The other 26 bod­
ies are much smaller. 

CHARLOTTE, N.C. (EP) - In the town 
where he held his first crusade 25 years 
ago, Evangelist Billy Graham preached to 
72,100 people during a five-day crusade 
in which 4,700 made decisions for Christ. 

Charlotteans responde d in greater 
numbers per capita of attendance than 
the evange list had ever seen in the U.S. 
Dr. Graham warned that God would 
judge the people of India and China 
"according to the light given them," and 
told his home folk : " Because we have 
hea rd so much, so often, our judgment 
will be the greater." 

The five-day meeting was his briefest 
crusade, but thousands were able to 
watch it by live television in North and 
South Carolina over 10 stations. 

Now greying and 53, the eva ngelist 
came home a diffe rent pe rson from the 
lanky youth who promise d Charlo tte in 
1947 the "grea test revival in our history," 
one that wo uld "spark the nation." 

Nixon won't address 
SBC annual meeting 

BELLAIRE, Tex. (EP) A 
schedule conflict will prevent 
President Richard M . Nixon's 
add ressing the Southern Baptist 
Convention in Philadelphia, June 
8, according to the chairman of the 
committee that issued the 
invitation. 

Lee Porter, pastor of First Baptist 
Church here, and chairman of the 
SBC Committee on Order of 
Business, said a White House aide 
told the committee that Mr. 
Nixon's forthcoming trip to the 
Soviet Union, and other related 
matters, makes the appearance of 
the President at the convention 
impossible. 
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