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‘All Things
Work Together’

Monroe Hunt sat and stared at the young
man seated on the other side of the court-
room. His heart was pounding.. This was
about the hardest thing the Lord had ever
asked him to do.

He had felt the same urging that night
at the accident scene, as the rescue team
worked feverishly to free his daughter's
body from the mangled automobile.

But he was struggling with a question:
““Why her?’’ She was just a high school
junior. Pretty, Popular. Just the year before,
she had committed her life to mission ser-
vice. Jeanette was a breath of fresh air, a
teenager trying hard to please the Lord.

She had been on her way to a county fair
at Perryville from her home in Plainview.
She and a friend headed east on Highway
60, laughing and talking excitedly about
the fair. Her friend’s 11-month-old daughter
played happily beside them.

It happened all too quickly. They round-
ed a curve to find another vehicle speeding
toward them on the wrong side of the
road. Jeanette's friend swerved, but too
late. The other vehicle plowed into the
passenger side of the car, killing Jeanette
and the baby instantly.

Hunt and his wife, Laveda, rushed to the
scene. They watched helplessly for four
hours as a rescue team untangled the
wreckage. Off to one side, a trooper had
arrested the other driver. Intoxicated.

*“The Lord was telling me to go over and
witness to him,” recalls Hunt, who was
pastor of the Bluffton Church at the time.
*‘I just couldn’t do it. I kept asking, ‘What
good would it do?' He had been drinking
and using drugs. He might be belligerent.
He might reject what 1 have to say.”

While they waited for the trial date, Hunt
struggled with his grief and anger. The
Lord kept urging him to go and visit the
young man, who lived in Ola, just five
miles away. Hunt kept putting it off.

He continued to resist during the trial.
One part of him wanted to share God's
love, but another part wanted to tell him,
““You're going to get what you deserve.”’

Finally, he asked Tom Deere, pastor of
the Plainview Church, to walk with him
over to the table where the young man sat,
waiting for the jury to return with its ver-
dict. “'As we walked up, the Lord removed
the barrier,”’ said Hunt. "It was like I was
going to talk to my own son."”

‘When the young man looked up and saw
Hunt headed toward him, he broke into
tears. Hunt opened his Bible and talked
with him about his need for Jesus. The
young man prayed to receive Christ.

‘I keep thinking about Romans 8:28,""
said Hunt, who now pastors at Solgo-
hachia. *'It was not a good thing that hap-
pened to.us, but seven young people ac-
cepted Christ at the funeral, and then this
young man made a profession of faith. We
want to give God the glory. He really can
work good in any circumstance.’

GOOD

NEWS!

The Amazing
Love of God

Hosea 11

The popular song has correctly said,
““What the world needs now is love, sweet
love." Persons who are guilt ridden and ig-
nored need to know of the forgiveness and
personal concern of a loving God. Chris-
tian worshippers can have a satisfying en-
counter with the living God that will edify
them and their church as they contemplate
Hosea's message on the aspects of God's
love.

Patience of God'’s love. (v. 3)—This verse
depicts a loving father teaching a toddling
child to walk, with all the patience that im-
plies. God continues to deal patiently with
contemporary man.

Tenderness of God's love (v.4)—The
message speaks of the cords of compassion
with which God drew his people into
fellowship and the tenderness with which

he “‘bent down to them and fed them
(RSV).

Persistence of God’s love (v. 8)—The
preacher has opportunity to declare how
God'’s love persists, even when his justice
requires punishment for sin. Jesus’ reclaim-
ing Peter after his denials is a good New
Testament parallel of this truth.

Sorrow of God'’s love (v. 8)—The thought
of punishing his people made God's heart
recoil. Parental suffering caused by a child's
spurning love is a comparison to the sor-
row that comes to the heart of a loving
God.

Mystery of God's love (v. 9)—Israel
deserved no mercy, but Jehovah showed
mercy. The mystery of God’s action can be
explained only in terms of his being *'God,
and not man; the Holy One in the midst
of thee” :

Adapted from **Proclalm,” Oct-Dec. 1980. Copyright
1980 The Sunday School Board of the Southern Baptist
Convention. Al rights reserved. Used by permission. For
subscription Information, write to Materlal Scrvices
Dept., 127 Ninth Ave. North, Nashville, TN 37234.
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EDITOR'S PAGE

The Terminated Pastor

J. EVERETT SNEED

Forced termination of a pastor often is
devastating both to the minister and to a
local church. In a two-part editorial we will
be looking at the causes and effects on both
pastors and congregations. This week we
will consider the terminated pastor.

The problem of terminations stems from
a series of very real causes. The foremost
cause is rigidity. When both the pastor and
the congregation become totally inflexible,
termination becomes inevitable. Inflexibili-
ty occurs when there is a failure of com-
munication. Effective communication
results when the pastor and the church
leadership regularly discuss the goals and
objectives of the congregation. Seldom is
there a major church crisis or termination
over doctrinal matters. Most often, pro-
blems develop over leadership, church
priorities, and financial matters.

A second reason why pastors are forced
to resign is the pastor’s tenure. Some chur-
ches set arbitrary periods time that a pastor
should serve (commonly three to five
years). No one knows why nor how a con-
gregation arrived at these maximum
lengths of tenure. But they are very real
with many congregations.

A third reason for pastors being ter-

minated is conflict with an ‘‘unofficial
pastor” of the church. An ‘“‘unofficial
pastor’’ is someone who works in the area

of pastoral leadership. It may be a2 man, a
woman, a deacon, an unordained person,
a rich person or a poor person. These peo-
ple who fill pastoral leadership roles can
either be of tremendous help or detriment
to 2 pastor.

If a pastor is threatened by those in-
dividuals, inevitably, they will be detrimen-
tal to his work as pastor. These unofficial
pastors fall into two categories. There are
those who are extremely positive in their
behavior. They pray for the pastor, they are
interested in his welfare, and they desire
everything that is good for the pastor and
church.

There are others who serve as unofficial,
non-elected pastors of a church who secret-
ly wish that they were the elected spiritual
leaders of the church. These individuals
may be secretly angry and on occasion this
anger may surface in a church business
meeting or in some other public or private
forum. This group poses a much greater
problem for a mature pastor.

When Paul first came to Jerusalem after
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his conversion, the Jerusalem church feared
Paul. It appears obvious that James, the half
brother of Jesus, was the senior pastor of
the congregation. Barnabas (his name
means ‘‘son of consolation’’) intervened
and assisted the congregation to accept
Paul. Lay people often can be of great
benefit in bginging a proper solution to a
problem.

Another factor which sometimes creates
problems is where pastors have a “‘fear of
deacons.” This problem is created by a
misunderstanding of the role of deacons.
Sometimes deacons have seen themselves
as church managers rather than individuals
who are involved in a spiritual ministry
alongside the pastor. This problem is
sometimes compounded by a pastor’s in-
ability to properly relate to individuals.

Finally, pastoral terminations are

sometimes produced by incompetence on
the part of the pastor or by a lack of trust
of the pastor by the members. Each of these
situations are interrelated. Most, if not all
Baptist ministers feel that they are called
by God. Sometimes a pastor will feel that
a “call" makes him totally adequate and
qualified for the task which is before him.
Pastors must realize that a call to ministry
is a continuing call for preparation. Pastoral
skills must be honed and continually
developed.

““What does a pastor do when he has
been terminated?’’ The problem is both
financial and spiritual. A pastor’s relation-
ship to his work is different from any other
individual. A pastor's work provides not
only his income but also a place of service
and devotion to God. A pastor, when
terminated, may feel that he has not only
lost his income but also his way of serving
God.

Fortunately, in Arkansas we provide tem-
porary financial aid to pastors who have
been terminated where there is no moral
or doctrinal problem. This can provide an
interim period in which a preacher can
take inventory. It is essential for a ter-
minated pastor to evaluate his skills and
eliminate any negative aspect which might
have harmed his ministry. The Sunday
School Board offers a *‘Personal and Pro-
fessional Growth Seminar’” which is
designed to assist an individual in deter-
mining his strengths and weaknesses. This
seminar can assist an individual in
polishing his strengths and discovering and
eliminating weaknesses.

An unfortunate termination can, by
God's help, strengthen a minister of the
gospel and make him more effective in the
future.
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e SPEAK UP_

DON MOORE

You’ll Be Glad
To Know

Twenty-eight chur-
ches in Arkansas have
ministered to the
deaf. Others are
developing ministries
as the need is iden-
tified and leaders are
trained. It is our joy
to try to help facil-
itate and encourage this ministry. For the
first time the state convention will be in-
terpreted to the deaf who may be able to
attend.

Next to the deaf congregations, the
largest of cc ions speaking
languages other than English are eight Viet-
namese congregations. Ever since they
were first brought to Fort Chaffee, Arkan-
sas churches have been reaching out to get
the gospel to them. They are such gracious
and conscientious believers!

Four congregations of Laotians have
been brought together in Arkansas. An
equal number of Korean churches have
been organized over the last few years.
Three Spanish speaking works have been
started. Three International Fellowships
have been formed, along with one Filipino
congregation.

No way would we claim to be the
originating cause of these. Someone or so-
meones in a local church saw the need, got
the burden, and forged ahead to meet the
need. At times we have helped with surveys
to clearly pinpoint the need. Sometimes we
have provided or secured financial
assistance from the Home Mission Board.
Counsel and encouragement have also
been given. Together it has been happen-
ing. Many more works could possibly be
developed if we do it together.

A major resource for helping to support
the evangelization of the various language
groups in Arkansas has been the Dixie
Jackson State Mission offering. Of course,
the Cooperative Program is the major way
this good work is sustained. While giving
to support these ministries, pray for Ran-
dy Cash as he tries to increase and improve
the work with other language groups.

Don Moore is executive director of the
Arkansas Baptist State Convention.

Qu lity
VAn Sales

Used 12 and 15 passenger vans, special prices

to churches, (501) 2684490, 1500 E. Race, -

Searcy 72143. Larry Carson, owner
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Letters to the Editor

Protests and Prayer

The words in James 2:17, “‘Even so-faith,
if it hath not works, is dead, being alone"
seem clearly to apply to Jim Little’s appeal
to stop showing our lack of faith concern-
ing ““The Last Temptation of Christ.”" Mr.
Little makes several assumptions or asser-
tions in his letter that should not go
unnoticed.

Mr. Little wrote that Jesus only
demonstrated anger with ‘‘church’ people
when he cleansed the Temple. It seems to
me that the people in the Temple that day
were more like the makers of this film than
the protesters. They sought to make a buck
by distorting the nature and ways of our
God. Perhaps these recipients of Christ’s
anger in the Bible were religious. I have
heard countless movie critics speak of hav-
ing a deep religious experience while wat-
ching the movie. Yet these religious affec-
tions should not equated with biblical
faith.

It is also premature to assume the box of-
fice success of this movie. While critics,
media and much of the populace have ap-
plauded the film, the decline of major
theater chains to show the movie have
tremendously affected the number of
viewers. Not many people in the state of
Arkansas have seen this film. Even if a ma-
jority of people see this movie, is that really
a valid reason to be silent when the truth
is so distorted?

Mr. Little implies that the labors of Chris-
tians present Christ as helpless. Scripture,
however, is replete with men being used as
agents of God against wickedness upon
this earth. Mr. Little does assume that pro-
tests have replaced prayers. Perhaps the
protests were birthed out of prayer. It also
seems odd to me that prayer is not prescrib-
ed by Mr. Little instead of his letter pro-
testing the protests—Frank C. Gantz,
Harrisburg

Very Real Problems

Some very real problems (not imaginary
strawmen) exist within the SBC. We can
talk of love for the brethren, utter simplistic
platitudes, condemn the critics, enter
name-calling contests, urge cooperation at
any cost, threaten to withhold funds or to
withdraw, from the convention, and never
address the real issues.

Anyone who thinks we are all “brothers”

bbling over degrees of bibliolatry (C.E.
Bryant, 8/11ABN) hasn't observed very
closely. When a leading Baptist pastor can
become an Episcopalian rector, something
was lacking in the first place. Education is

important and we need to broaden our
outlook, but when a good professor can
g0 to Europe and come back a hard core
neo-orthodox, something is wrong. When
a Baptist youth interrupts a conversation
concerning what Jesus said by saying, “Oh
no, Jesus didn't say that; Matthew said that
Jesus said that,”” something is awry. When
people have to explain what they mean
when they say they believe the Bible to be
God’s Word, something is amiss.

I was shocked in 1965 to hear a SEBTS
professor, whom I highly respected, state
that within a2 hundred years we Baptists
would be claiming the demythologizing
Bultmann as ‘‘one of our own." The
cancerous neo-orthodox teachings of Euro-
pean theologians have affected more peo-
ple than we realize or care to admit.

We are not majoring on minors. There
is no comparison between the SBC's pro-
blems and a touring Baptist’s trying to ex-
plain Baptist beliefs to a foreign correspon-
dent (Bryant). Orthodoxy -and neo-
orthodoxy have nothing in common. Their
adherents are not loving brothers (2 Cor.
6:14). Neither real fellowship nor effective,
meaningful cooperation can exist between
two such divergent groups. Either the Bi-
ble is God's word or it is not. To say the
Bible merely contains the word of God is
to degrade it to the level of all “inspired™
literature. This is where the real problem
lies.

Neo-orthodoxy always blights and stunts
wherever it takes root. The more neo-
orthodox goats that leave the flock, the
better (I John 2:18). Then evangelism, mis-
sion causes, contributions, baptisms, and
love will increase, and the Lord will be able
to bless his church again—Herbert Stout,
Mountainburg

Of Biscuits and Peace

When grandmother baked biscuits, she
did not have a small tube of dough from
the grocer. She made scratch biscuits.
Grandmother never had a recipe, at least
not on paper, but she used all the right stuff
and proportions. She never had a failure.
Today making scratch biscuits is almost a
lost art except, of course, in Juanita's
kitchen.

Today some say peace still eludes
Southern Baptists, and individuals are cor-
rectly urged to work for peace. This is a
peace probe, based on redemptive sugges-
tions by Jerry Vines, president of the
Southern Baptist Convention. In a recent
press release, the president addressed the
missing elements of healing. President
Vines plans to periodically issue statements

ARKANSAS BAPTIST NEWSMAGAZINE



on healing to the press. He asks Southern
Baptists to do three things to help: be
strong in Cooperative Program support,
practice proper speech, and engage in
witnessing.

Now consider some implications—

(1) Cooperative Program support. Finan-
cial support in the denomination, like tax-
ation in government, must have proper
representation where the funds are ad-
istered. Less financial support of mis-
sions will not do. Balanced inclusion of all
Southern Baptists on mission boards is
ultimately required. Balanced board
representation can best generate spirit and
logic for stronger mission support.

(2) Proper speech. A most neglected in-
gredient for healing is that we do not speak
to one another. All of us can use proper
speech. Fortunately the recipe is written
down. One, President Vines says, ‘‘Let us
all begin to reach out to one another in
speech, always with grace, seasoned with
salt” (Co. 4:6). Two, parliamentary law
describes proper speech as decorum.
Three, Webster's lists ‘‘decency” and
“'seemliness’’ as synonyms of decorum.
Four, Jesus teaches that disciples are to be
characterized as being poor in spirit,
mourners, gentle, righteous, merciful, pure,
and peacemakers. They are to be faithful

(continued on p. 23)

COVENANT MARRIAGE: Fourth of Seven Articles

timacy? Covenant Marriage suggests that coupls must move from bey
themselves to a higher purpose and calling. Thi

A Journey Outward

by Rick M. Smith
It is often stated that marriage is the most intimate of all human xeladonships
It is a relationship where each partner loves, nurtures, cares for, and gives sacrificial-
ly in meeting the neceds of each other. Is this all that marriage is called to be or
is there a greater purpose beyond this mutual nee&mecdng commitment of in-

ond
is calling brings balancc to the

responsibilities of mutual need

pose and partnership.

g and joigt p

A covenant marriage can be compamd toa lriznsle with God at the peak and
husband and wife at the two lower points. As each partner moves closer to God,
they also move closer to each other. This analogy illust the p
for us as a couple. He pulls us beyond our mutual nced~meeﬂng imo mutual pur-

God has

Certain purposes help guide the |

cess that ¢

ofa The pur-

pose and task of a marriage relationship is u.niqne and defined by the partners.
God’s will and purpose for one couple may be different from that of another. It
is the responsibility of both partners to discover and express God's unique call-
ing for them. The purpose of a couple’s life together is often not talked about
but can be seen in what they value and how they live life with each other. The
central purpose of the marital relationship changes with time. Discoverlng and
expressing God'’s purpose in man-lagc isnota onc-tlme event, but rather a pro-

is the most

what neither of us could do apart. Discovering and
marriage becomes the intentional effort of both
Partnership in marriage relates to the need for companionship in livlng out God‘
purpose. Many areas of our lives are influenced by the strength of this partner-
ship. One of the most obyious is the birth and parenting of children. Conceiving

As new experiences and changes

enter our lives, our purpose may need to be n:dcﬂned and refocused. One source
of meaning in marriage is our role as co-creators. Not only does this effort bring
uniqueness to our purpose as a couple, it also equlps us to. accompush together

BEN EARLY

Early Reflections

To My
Son

Dear Son,

Congratulations as
you start college and

3 walk in your life. You
know, it seems ll.kc only yesterday we were
taking you to kindergarten.

Your choice of Southern Baptist College
is a wise selection. I know students come
first at SBC, and every person counts.

Our Baptist colleges are for achievers,
dreamers, thinkers, and communicators
and you fit into those categories perfectly,

By attending SBC, you will be prepared
to deal with issues which affect you now
and in the future. Remember that Southern
Baptist College means excellence in
academics, spiritual life, social relation-
ships and athletics. SBC's pursuit of ex-
cellence enables you to experience life at
its best.

I know God has great things in store for
you; his hand is very evident in your life.
My heart soared as we returned from pick-
ing you up at your summer missions place
of service and you began to share your
goals and dreams. God is truly working in
your life.

I hope you will always know how very
proud your mother and I are of you. We
hope you know, wherever you go and
whatever you do, you have our love and
support.

There are so many thing I'd like to tell
you, but time seems to have slipped away.
I hope you take the opportunity to make
the most of each day the Lord gives you.

Keep a positive attitude and look for the
rainbow in every situation. There's enough
misery and negativism in the world. Be
sure to place your eyes and thoughts in the

g God’s purpose in
ners. T

and raising child

where

ple of a couple’s focus on a task

beyond their own mutual necd-mcexing ‘Another common arena for shared pur-
pose in marriage is the outside careers of the partners. We learn to support each
other and encourage each other in these individual pursuits. Making 2 home is
the details of

les define

an arena of daily decision

their lives and what their home stands for. Partners alsa’ discover :
" in their church, community, and world that can be effectively infl
shmd purpose and ‘partnership. Couples who share theése common
_find thcmsclvr_s experiencing a stronger, more intimate

Rick Smith is associate pastor of Sylvan Hill First Church in North Little Rock.
He serves as family ministry director for the North Pulaski Association.
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h ly Father and study his Word.

I'm here for you, and you know if you
need to talk, a hug, or just to sit silently,
you can call on me. It is now time to leave
you at the dorm, a whole world of new ex-
periences await you.

I'm thankful that Arkansas Baptists sup-
port SBC because they believe in training
Christian leaders. You'll experience the
rich heritage of SBC and the faculty and
staff will be a great model’ of ‘Christian
values both in and out of class. "'

Your mother and I will missyou; but
know you're in capable, loving hznds

Be assured of our love and prayers.

Love, Dad

Ben Early is public relations/alumni direc-
tor for Southern Baptist College.
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Arkansas All Over

People

Buster Prayer has joined the staff of First
Church, Springdale,
as  minister  of
music,coming there
from First Church,
Wichita Falls, Texas.
A native of Mississip-
pi, he is a graduate of
Belhaven College in
Jackson, and New
Orleans Baptist
Theological Semi-
nary. He and his wife,
Martha, have two children, Andrew, six,
and Amanda, three.

Homer Haltom began serving Aug. 28 as
interim pastor of Brookwood First Church
in Little Rock.

Bobby Adams has resigned as pastor of
Calvary Church, Dardanelle.

Charles Douglas Elrod II joined the staff
of Hot Springs Second Church Sept. 14 as
minister of youth, coming there from First
Church in Florence, Texas. A native of
Cleveland, Tenn., he is a graduate of the
University of Tennessee in Chattanooga
and Southwestern Baptist Theological
Seminary.

James Edward Craver joined the staff of
Hot Springs Second Church Sept. 18 as
minister of senior adults. He has served as
minister to single adults at First Church,
Saginaw, Texas, and as a senior adult con-
sultant for the Sunday School Board. He is
a graduate of Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary. Craver and his wife,
Rhonda, have three children, Kimberly, 19,
Scott, 16, and Kasi, three.

Erma S. Page of Benton died Aug. 30 at
age 74. She was a member of Mount Ver-
non Church to which memorials may be
made. Survivors include her husband,
Wilbur C. Page; four sons, Wilbur C. Page
Jr. and Larry Page, both of Little Rock, Ken-
neth R. Page of Richmond, Va., and Brent
Page of Oxford, Ala.; two daughters, Lin-
!da Nelson of Denver City, Texas and Mary
Lou Smiley of Glenwood; five brothers;
four sisters; 22 grandchildren; and 16
great-grandchildren.

Lillie Albritton will be honéred with a
reception Sept. 25 by Hardin‘Church, Pine
Bluff, in recognition of her retirement

Page 6

MILLIE GILL

following 32 years of service as a teacher
of four and five-year-olds.

Frank Rosipal is serving as pastor of
Thornburg Church, Perryville. -

The Thomas R. Wilson family, members
of Lonoke Church, has been named
Lonoke County Farm Family of the Year.

Bob Lewis resigned as minister of music
at First Church, El Dorado, Sept. 12 to join
the staff of First Church, Avon Park, Fla.,
effective Sept. 25.

Daniel Kennedy, pastor of Evening Shade
Church, recently was ordained to the
preaching ministry.

Hugh Rice is serving as pastor of Hon
Church near Waldron, coming there from
Howe, Okla.

Jeffrey Massey is serving as pastor of Plea-
sant Grove Church 2, Mansfield, coming
there from Grace Church in Newburry
Park, Calif. He and his wife, Melissa, have
three sons, Justis, six; Jeremy, three; and
Joseph, one.

Jack Barnes is serving as pastor of Bear
Creek Springs Church in North Arkansas
Association.

Carl Gavin is serving.as pastor of Valley
Springs Church, coming there from Hill
Ridge Church near Crowville, La. He is a
graduate of Northeast Louisiana Universi-
ty and has attended both the International
Baptist Bible Institute in El Paso, Texas, and
New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary.
He and his wife, Kay, have three children,
David, 16, Shannon, 12, and Paige, eight.

Mark Smith has joined the staff of Univer-
sity Church in Fayetteville as minister of
youth. He and his wife, Key, have two
children, Jascn, five, and Jessica, one.

Richard Smith has resigned as music
director at Olivet Church in Little Rock to
move to Ripley, Miss.

Brian Briley has resigned as junior high
youth director at Geyer Springs First
Church in Little Rock.

R.D. Harrington is serving as interim
pastor at Bingham Road Church in Little
Rock.

Norman Lewis of Fallon, Nev., was recent-
ly recognized by the Home Mission Board
as the outstanding evangelistic associa-
tional director of missions for the western
United States. Lewis, who formerly serv-
ed in Arkansas as Ashley County director

of missions, serves as director of missions
for Lahontan Association in Nevada.

Rebecca Lewis, daughter of Harmony
Association Director of Missions Bill H.
Lewis, recently was elected second vice-
president of the American Protestant Cor-
rectional Chaplains Association. She serves
as chaplain at Harris County Jail in
Houston, Texas.

Karl and Thelma Weathers, missionaries
to Gaza, are furloughing at 5511 Melvin
Street, Memphis, TN 38119. He is a native
of Jacksonville and she is a native of Earle.
They attended the University of Central
Arkansas, the University of Arkansas, and
Arkansas State University. In Gaza, he
serves as administrator for the Baptist
School of Allied Health Sciences, and she
teaches English there and at the Center of
Culture and Light.

Raymond H. Reed has announced his
plans to retire at the end of January 1989
as director of missions for Bartholomew
Association following 17 years of service.
Norene Allen Reed, his wife, retired as
secretary of Bartholomew Association in
July of this year. The Reeds plan to live in
Camden and be available for special mis-
sion projects, puppet ministry workshops,
and supply and interim work.

Ken Heim has resigned as minister of in-
strumental music at First Church,
Springdale, to join the staff of Putnam Ci-
ty Church in Oklahoma City.

Tim Cypert has accepted a call to serve
as pastor of First Church, Yellville. A native
of Marshall, he is a graduate of
Southwestern Baptist Theological
Seminary.

Briefly

Bakers Creek Church at Russellville has
begun construction on an 1,800 square
foot ed I buildi i d to cost
$22,000.

Leonard Street Church at Hot Springs
celebrated 30 years of service Sept. 18 at
which Jimmy Watson, the church’s first
pastor, was speaker and Clarence Hill was
music director. The Voyagers.presented
special music at an afternoon service.
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Glenwood First Church celebrated pay-
ment of its indebtedness with a noteburn-
ing service Sept. 11

Little Rock Immanuel Church ordained
Bob Beach, Win Mullen, George Smith,
Larry Tidball, and Robert Trammel to the
deacon ministry Sept. 11.

Little Rock Second Church and Hot
Springs Second Church recently con-
cluded a Sunday School attendance
challenge in which Little Rock Second was
winner with a 132 percent attendance in-
crease from 1987.

North Little Rock Central Church spon-
sored a Sex Education for Children seminar
Sept. 11 with John Howell, professor of
Christian ethics at Midwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary, serving as leader.

Baring Cross Church in North Little Rock
observed Single Adult Day Sept. 11 with ac-
tivities, which included a special emphasis
in the morning worship, a luncheon, and
an evening service led by the single adults.
Allan Greer is minister to singles.

Osceola East Side Church recently clos-
ed a Vacation Bible School which resulted
in an enrollment of 146, an average atten-
dance of 121, and a missions offering of
$82. Martha Gonzalez was director. J.
‘Wayne Moore is pastor.

Park Hill Church in Arkadelphia will
celebrate its 35th anniversary Sept. 25 with
a dedication of its renovated auditorium.
Other celebration activities include a *‘Fifth
Quarter”’ for youth Sept. 23; and a sacred
concert Sept. 24 by Camille Bishop Sim-
mons, a former minister of music and a
former missionary to Japan. Garland
Brackett, a former pastor, will preach the
Sunday morning anniversary service, to be
followed by a potluck luncheon. Bobby
Cook is pastor.

Highland Heights Church in Benton will
sponsor a Christian Singles Conference
Oct. 21-22 beginning at 7 p.m. Friday night
and ending with a banquet on Saturday
night. Friday evening speakers will be B.J.
Sams of Little Rock’s KTHV Channel 11,
and Les Carter of Richardson, Texas.
Workshops, featuring speakers from cen-
tral Arkansas, will be conducted on Satur-
day. Gene Richards is serving as conference
coordinator.

Rosedale Church in Little Rock held a
service Sept. 11 to dedicate stained glass
windows which have been installed in its
auditorium,

Fort Smith East Side Church recently
sponsored a ladies’ prayer retreat at Lake
Tenkiller which featured Nona Smith ['rom
Bellevue Church in phis as

Cross Road Church in Little Rock will
host a Sunday School conference Sept. 22,
Leaders will be Ed Hinkson, associate in the
Sunday School Department of the Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention; Carol Pyeatt,
preschool director from Second Church,
Little Rock; Yvette Atkeison, childrens divi-
sion director from Bryant First Southern
Church; and Milton Cowling, youth direc-
tor from Bryant First Southern Church.

Wynne Church is launching a special
prayer ministry that will be conducted five
days a week in the church’s prayer room.

Batesville Calvary Church youth and
adults conducted mission Vacation Bible
Schools this summer at Northside Church,
Batesville, and Oh Be Joyful Church in
Crested Butte, Colo. Total enrollment for
the two schools was 71.

Caraway First Church will observe
homecoming Oct. 23 with former pastors
and members as special guests. Bob Hall is
pastor.

Pleasant Hill Church observed Family
Day Aug. 28 when 92 were present for Sun-
day School and 140 were in attendance for
the worship service led by Pastor Dale
Perry. Donis King was recognized for hav-
ing 10 guests present.

Liberty Association has assisted in
establishing a new church in the Parkers
Chapel area of El Dorado, a rapidly
developing community south of the city.
The church was organized with 60
members Aug. 14 in a service attended by
106. Average attendance has been in the
80s. A building will be constructed on a
six-acre plot purchased by the association
for that purpose two years ago.

Greater Grace Church in Little Rock or-
dained Chauncey Sumpter to the deacon
ministry Sept. 11 in a service led by Pastor
Paul Williams. 1.J. Crawford of El Dorado,
a trustee of Arkansas Baptist College, was
speaker.

Cullendale First Church in Camden
sponsored a program and reception Sept.
11 in honor of Pastor and Mrs. Jimmy L.
Burks, who have completed 16 years of
ministry there.

DeGray Church has renovated its
auditorium by lowering its ceilings and in-
stalling new lighting.

Arkadelphia Third Street Church

recently ordained Gordon Davis and Jim-
my Malcolm to the deacon ministry.

South Fork Church at Okalona recently
C d pay of its indebted
with a noteburning service.

Ark d Church began two

delnhia S

Christy Carr from First Church, Fort Smith
directed music.

September 22, 1988

worship services Aug. 28 which meet at
8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m.

NOW
LEASING

AP

Quiet Elegance
Active Leisure
Prestige Location

* Tranquil riverfront setting

* 27-hole golf course next door

* Five minutes to downtown
Little Rock

* 9-foot ceilings or vaulted
ceilings

* Energy efficient

* Free security alarm system

* Large balconies or patios with
spectacular views

® 24-hour workout facilities

* 2 pools and hot tub areas

* FREE cable TV

* Tennis court, sauna,
clubhouse and activity room,
riverside cabana, and
extensive plush landscaping

RIVERWALK VILLAGE APARTMENTS

LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 72202

ATR:T-MEN“T"S

More than
an apariment. . .
your home

2400 RIVERFRONT DRIVE

664-4700

Needed Immediately

Houseparent positions full- and
part-time in Camden. Need Chris-
tian couples to minister to children
and teenagers. Salary, benefits,
including medical and life in--
surance, paid vacation and,
holidays. Call Earlene Clearman
at 777-1896, or write Arkansas
Baptist Family and Child Care
Services, P.O. Box 912, Hope, AR
71801.
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Kwok To Fill State Post

by J. Everett Sneed
Editor, Arkansas Baptist

Jack P. Kwok, an Arkansas native, began
work as director of
the ABSC department
of Cooperative Min- ©
istries with National
Baptists on Sept. 15.
Kwok holds degrees
from Southern Bap- [Si8
tist College, Park Col-
lege, and Mid-Ameri-
ca Seminary. In 1986,
he earned the doctor
of theology degree
from Mid-America Seminary.

Dr. Kwok has served churches in
Batesville, Memphis, Tenn., i
Home, Hickory Withe, Tenn., and North
Little Rock.

Kwok has worked with black Baptists for
a number of years. The Mallory Heights
Church, Memphis, was a multi-racial con-
gregation. While serving this congregation,
Kwok cooperated with the Shelby Baptist
Association and the Home Mission Board
in Christian social ministries. He also
developed a bus ministry, clothing
ministry, food ministry, day care, and

evangelistic ministry. Currently, Kwok is
serving as an adjunct professor at Arkan-
sas Baptist College, Little Rock. He is mar-
ried to the former Kay McClure. They have
two children, Jackie Prior and Edward
Warrick.

Kwok emphasized the significance of the
work has been done by his predecessors,
Clyde Hart and Bob Ferguson. He said, "It
is my desire to build on the foundation that
has been laid by these men.”

Kwok indicated that Cooperative
Ministries with National Baptists has two
objectives. First, the ministry seeks to
facilitate cooperation between National
and Southern Baptists in Arkansas. This in-
cludes fellowships, race relations and other
activities which will produce Christian
growth.

A second purpose of Cooperative
Ministries is to work with National Baptists
and Arkansas Southern Baptists in reaching
Arkansas for Christ. The term
“‘Cooperative Ministries’ is used because
the goal is to involve both National and
Southern Baptists as partners on mission
in Arkansas to further the cause of Christ.

Kwok sees his job as facilitating the
development of strategies for evangelism,

missions, and the equipping of servants
whom God has called into ministry. Equip-
ping those who have been called out is
facilitated through scholarship programs in
various seminaries and colleges and educa-
tional work at Arkansas Baptist College.

Another important area is to assist in
equipping local churches to be more effec-
tive in the use of Sunday School,
evangelism, and ministry. Kwok observed
that Dr. Ferguson has developed an ex-
cellent program in equipping the churches.
Last year, for example, there were 57 in
local National Baptist churches.

A major emphasis will be to bring Na-
tional -Baptists and Southern Baptists
together in working on common goals and
purposes. For example, an upcoming
pastoral ministries conference will be ad-
dressing needs that both Southern and Na-
tional Baptists have. All Baptists need to
join hands on moral issues and evangelism.

Kwok believes that the promotion of
good race relations can be expanded
through a partnership built around meeting
mutual needs. Fellowship meetings will be
continued but working as partners in
meeting needs will assist in breaking addi-
tional barriers. Kwok said, *'As Baptist peo-
ple work together, they discover that they
have more in common than they had
previously realized.”

Around the

The Annuity Board of the

=9 Southern Baptist Convention thanks
the Executive Board of the Arkansas
Baptist State Convention.

Your Cooperative Program

orld in Love —

and back home again through -
the Church Annuity Plan
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Increase your Church’s Cooperative Program gifts in 1989!
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Law Challenged

DALLAS—Since July 1, 1988, nearly
1,000 Arkansas Baptist pastgrs and staffers
have been unable to purchase medication
through the Annuity Board's mail order
prescription plan.

Faced with possible criminal prosecution
under Arkansas 1987 Act 489, the Annui-
ty Board suspended the plan that provid-
ed a three-month supply of a maintenance
drug for $5.

Arkansas Representative Mike Wilson has
asked Steve Clark, the state attorney gen-
eral, to declare Act 489 unconstitutional.

Annuity Board President Darold H.
Morgan has written Governor Bill Clinton
to express his concern ‘‘that 960 Arkansas
Baptist families have been adversely af-
fected by the law.”"

Morgan told the Arkansas Baptist, *‘It
may be advisable for interested persons to
contact their state legislators, especially
those who serve on the Public Health,
Welfare and Labor Committee.”

I hope, if the law is not declared un-
constitutional,’ said Morgan, ‘‘that it will
be amended or repeiled so that the pro-
gram can be restored.”’

Morgan said the mail order prescription
drug program has been suspended in
Oklahoma for the same reason as in Arkan-
sas. All other states continue to permit the
plan.

John L. Dudley, senior vice-president
and director of the insurance services divi-
sion at the Annuity Board, explained,
*“While Arkansas Act 489 does not forbid
mail order prescription sales, it does pro-

hibit their sale from out-of-state at a price
lower than the regular reimbursement for-
mula under the employer's medical in-
surance policy.”"

A ‘'grandfather clause'’ exempting
employers who had their plans in force
March 30, 1987, might not apply to Bap-
tist churches because the Church Com-
prehensive Medical Plan is actually in-
dividual insurance that is offered to hun-
dreds of different church employers.

“‘Our legal counsel felt we should not ex-
pose Arkansas Baptist churches or the An-
nuity Board to possible prosecution under
the law,”" said Dudley.

“Under the Church Comprehensive
Medical Plan, no claim for prescription
drugs is payable until the annual deducti-
ble (200 per person or $400 maximum
per family) has been met. After the deduc-
tible is met, the insurance plan pays 80 per-
cent of the cost of the prescription,’* said
Dudley.

By comparison, the mail order prescrip-
tion drug program is available without a
deductible and at a cost of $5 for three
months’ supplv

““Clearly,” salq Dudley, ‘‘the reimburse-
ment provisions under the policy would
result in a higher drug bill than the mail
order program. Under the law, each
prescription filled would constitute a
separate offense with fines of $100 to
$1,000.""

Dudley noted that the mail order service
is not used for acute illness therapy, but for
maintenance drugs.

All In The Ear

$395

Finest Quality and Affordable
Hearing Aids
Custom Built - Same Day*

*If in our office by 12 noon

Presidential Canals

$595

Satisfaction Guaranteed

Repairs on most other brands
while you wait!...........coernuennnen. $32.50

For More information about the latest
technology on hearing aids contact:

Statco Hearing Aid Laboratory

4505 J.F.K. Blvd. N. Little Rock, AR 72116
501-771-2444

Open House
At Sherwood

The annual open house at Rainbow
House in Sherwood will be held Tuesday,
Oct. 18, from 10 a.m. to 12 noon.

Rainbow House is an emergency receiv-
ing home operated by Arkansas Baptist
Family and Child Care Services and sup-
ported by the churches of North Pulaski
Association. It is located at 209 Rainbow
Ln. in Sherwood.

Wofford Honored
For 15 Years

W.C. “'Skip" Wofford celebrated 15 years
of service as minister of music at First
Church, Booneville, Sept. 4.

The church, in a special recognition ser-
vice, named in his honor its $700 annual
scholarship given to a graduate of
Booneville High School attending a Bap-
tist college or university.

Wofford and his wife, Nancy, also were
presented with an all-expense paid seven-
day vacation to Hawaii, which they will
take Oct. 18-26.

Classifieds

A

For Sale—1976 GMC 54-passenger trip
bus. Good condition. Minimum bid $1,500.
Send bid to Brotherhood Dept., P.O. Box
552, Little Rock, AR 72203. Bids opened
Oct. 3, 1988. 9122

Position Open—North Little Rock Baptist
church needs Minister of Music and Youth.
Salary and hours negotiable. Contact
753-5108. o129

Classified ads must be submitted In writing to the ABN of-
numuunmmammtonummwumn
jesired. A check or money order In the proper amount,
ngund at 85 cents per word, must be Included. uumpu In-
sertions of the same ad must be paid for In advance. The
ABN reserves the right to any ad because of unsultable
subject matter. Classified ads will be Inserted on a space-
avallable basis. No endorsement by the ABN Is implied.

Hughes pew cushions
Reversible or attached
Quality, comfort and beauty

We belleve we can

save your church money

3 weeks delivery on fabric in stock
For free estimate call collect
Eugene Hughes, 353-6556
Route 2, Box 570

September 22, 1988

Gurdon, Ark. 71743
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Black Rock’s 100th

First Southern Baptist Church of Black
Rock celebrated 100 years of Christian
ministry Aug. 28.

The congregation marked the centennial
anniversary with a noon luncheon and
afternoon program following Sunday
School and morning worship. Former
pastor John Eason of Heber Springs
delivered an invocation, and Charles
Abanathy of Paragould, another former
pastor, t ht the morning ge. The
afternoon program featured singing by the
Tone Masters of Jonesboro, as well as
testimonies from the congregation. Seven-
year-old Jenny Beary made a profession of
faith at the conclusion of the morning
service.

The Black Rock church was organized
with 2 membership of 14 in 1888 by B.G.
Manard, state evangelist, and W.P. Kime,
first pastor of the church. A 1889 revival,
which recorded 37 conversions, resulted in
34 additions to the church.

In 1905, the first church building and an
adjoining parsonage were completed. The

Ava Halbert
Honored

Ava Fish Halbert was honored Aug. 21 by
First Church, Star City, with “‘Ava’s Day”’
in recognition of 50 years of service as
church pianist.

Betty Moss chaired
the recognition ser-
vice with Anna Delle
Fish serving as chair-
man of all events of
the day.

Deacon chairman
Edwin Moss pre-
sented her with a pla-
que on behalf of the
church and Colene
Curry presented a Halbert
book of letters from friends and relations.
A special presentation was made by the
four and five year-olds she teaches in Sun-
day School.

Following the special service the church
sponsored a luncheon attended by 250 per-
sons, including family members who were
together for the first time in 16 years.
Special guests were her daughters,
Charlotte, and Judy, who are married to
Sou(hem Baptist missionaries and live in

la and Columbia, and ye,
who lives in England with her family.

Roy J. Fish of Fort Worth, Texas, a
nephew who was born in Star City, visited
his aunt on Saturday and taped a message
for the recognition service.
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buildings were electrified in 1909. In 1941,
a basement was constructed under the
facility to house classrooms. Another three
classrooms were added to the rear of the
building in 1948. In 1959, the basement
was enlarged to provide space for addi-
tional classrooms and a nursery.

The church constructed a new parsonage
in 1961 and enlarged it in 1966. A new
educational building was dedicated in
January 1967. In 1974, the estate of the late

Bert Angle was settled, leaving the con-
gregation with a $42,659.48 bequest for
the construction of a sanctuary. Plans were
begun in 1975, and the first services were
held in the new sanctuary in March 1980.

The congregation paid off its debt on the
educational building in May 1978 and in
March 1986 celebrated payment of all in-
debtedness on the new sanctuary. In
January 1988, the church purchased addi-
tional property to the west to expand park-
ing space.

Records indicate the church has had 31
pastors since its founding. Harold Russell
has pastored the church for eight years.

ABN photo / Mm K.Hy

SN~ L

Coleta Waldron and Elsie Williams of Jonesboro sign in at Black Rock.

o

Announcing
the Opening of

Minirth-Meier-Rice
Clinic, P.A.
310 Executive Ct., Suite C

Little Rock, Arkansas 72205
501/225-0576
Hot Springs 623-1103
Clinic Director: Robert L. Rice, M.D.

A Balanced, Comprehensive Approach to
Counselingfl'herapy

Built on a Christian Foundation

The ““Minirth-Meier Clinic’’ is heard locally on KITA 1440 AM, Little Rock,
KSBC 90.1 FM, Hot Springs, and KCMH 91.5 FM, Mountain Home.
Lwc from 12 noon - 12:55 p.m. Ccmral Time
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Beautiful Sunsets

Aging is not a disease, at least not accor-
ding to Horace Kerr.

““Through the years, many people have
sought a ‘cure’ for the physical aspects of
aging,”’ says Kerr, director of senior adult
ministry for the Baptist Sunday School
Board. “‘But aging is the way God made us.
It’s a legitimate, vital part of our lives. We
need to accept it, not look upon it as
something to avoid.”

Just as a sunset is no less beautiful than
a sunrise, the later years of life should be
as beautiful as the earlier ones, Kerr
believes.

Kerr was one of the featured speakers in
the State Conference on Aging, sponsored
by the ABSC Church Training Department,
held Aug. 29-31 at the Riverfront Hilton in
North Little Rock.

He told more than 30 senior adults
ministers and leaders participating in the
conference that senior adults are patrons,
not persons to be patronized.

““They are the folks who made what we
now enjoy," Kerr observed. “‘But some of
our programs are patronizing toward them,
instead of recognizing their ability and
potential as persons who could be
motivated to achieve great things."”

Senior adults also are survivors who both
want and need to be independent, Kerr
said. Senior adults are capable leaders and
growing persons.

The conference also featured a presen-
tation from Maurice Hurley, retired pro-
fessor of psychology at Ouachita Baptist
University in Arkadelphia, who addressed

biblical perspectives on aging. Hurley cur-
rently serves as minister to senior adults at
Park Hill Church in North Little Rock.

Perry ‘Thompson, chairman of the
Department of Gerontology at the Univer-
sity of Arkansas at Little Rock, shared his
understandings of the physical,
psychological, and social aspects of aging.
Herb Sanderson, deputy director of the
Arkansas State Division on Aging, address-
ed community resources for ministry to the
aging.

Red Ribbon Week

The week of Oct. 23-30, 1988, will be
observed as Red Ribbon Week by proclama-
tion of the Governor of Arkansas, Bill
Clinton.

Red Ribbon Week is a national drug and
alcohol awareness campaign sponsored by
the National Federation of Parents for Drug
Free Youth. In Arkansas, the campaign will
be sponsored by Arkansans for a Drug Free
Youth. Governor Clinton and his wife,
Hillary, are state honorary chairmen for the
event.

During Rca Ribbon Week, communities
plan programs and activities which are
designed to raise awareness about drug
issues. Red Ribbons are worn by supporters
to symbolize their support for a drug free
America.

For more information, contact Betty
Herron, executive director of Arkansans for
a Drug Free Youth, at 664-7865.

October 31, 1988
Park Hill Church

North Little Rock

Gold Room 1-4:45 p.m.

— Seminars —
Sometimes I'm Up, Sometimes I'm Down
Let Me Entertain You

Don't Sit Under the Apple Tree
With Anyone Else But Me

Shifting Gears !
So You're Not the Pastor's Wife
Help, I'm the Mother of PKs!
— Guest Speaker —
Marge Caldwell
Lecturer and Author
— Special Music —
The Singing Women of Arkansas

Arkansas Baptist Ministers’ Wives Conference

The Apple of His Eye

Pulaski Heights Pastor Bill Elder

Opening the
Second Chapter

by Millie Gill
Reporter/Photographer, Arkansas Baptist

When Pulaski Heights Church in
Little Rock observed 75 years of ser-
vice Aug. 26-28, members respond-
ed to a challenge from Pastor Bill
Elder to open the second chapter of
its history by ‘‘Beginning In
Jerusalem.”

Elder said, ‘'As Jesus in the Upper
Room instructed his disciples to
become his witnesses, and as four
women heard that same command
75 years ago and prayed for the
organization of this church, of which
we have become heirs, we too must
hear God’s plan and open the second
chapter of history.” ! &

Members surged forward at the
close of the Sunday morning worship
service, committing themselves to
assist in launching an apartment
satellite ministry; to participate in the
church's dayschool program; to be-
come involved in a program of visita-
tion; and in ingathering.

Current ministries of the church
include a dayschool, a senior adult
program, an active singles ministry,
and’ 2 ‘'music ministry ‘that includes:”
both choirs and handbell groups for' ’
all ages. Bt § Faliss
The anniversary celebration em-
phasized all age levels of the church,
with special attention given to the
children and youth as symbols of the
church’s future. £

September 22, 1988
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ABN photo / Mark Kelly

Frank Yoakum found the Book of Mormon contradicts the Bible.

STATE MISSIONS

Church Around the Corner

by Mark Kelly
Managing Editor, Arkansas Baptist

Frank Yoakum grew up in the Church
Around the Corner.

It wasn't one of the scores of odd-ball
outfits which flourish in Yoakum's native
Southern California. In fact, it was quite
the opposite.

My father died when I was quite young,
and my mother raised me,” recalls Yoakum.
*‘Whatever church was closest to where we
lived was the church we belonged to. If we
happened to live close to a Protestant
church, then we were Protestant this week.
If we happened to move and the Church
of Christ was close, then we were Church
of Christ.

‘“We were always in a Christian church,
but it was never what I would consider a
New Testament, Bible-believing church.”

As a result, Yoakum's upbringing never
included any serious Bible study or train-
ing in Christian doctrine. He was an easy
mark when, at age 20, he crossed paths
with the Mormons, also known as the *‘Lat-
ter Day Saints."

He was in the Army and dating an attrac-
tive girl who invited him to her Mormon
meetings, Yoakum says. When he accepted
her invitation, he heard the same words he
had always heard in church, and it all seem-
ed to'make sense.

“I'didn’t know the Mormons were a cult
or that they worship a false Jesus. I didn’t
really know what I believed, and therefore
what they believed sounded good. 1
couldn’t see any reason why I should stay
out of the Mormons."

Yoakum became active in the Mormons
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and began a quick ascent through the ranks
of their organization, a journey which
would take him within a year to the Mor-
mon Temple in Los Angeles. But all the
time, something else was happening.

Four months after he joined the Mor-
mons, Yoakum was sitting in an Army bar-
racks in Goose Bay, Alaska, watching a Sun-
day morning television evangelist. As he
listened to the message, the Holy Spirit
moved in Yoakum’s heart, and he accepted
Jesus as his Savior. But he still did not
realize there was any difference between
the Mormon cult and the Christian church.

But he began to study the Bible, rather
than the Mormon scriptures, and he began
to encounter Bible teachings that ran con-
trary to what the Mormons were telling
him. When he read Ephesians 2, for exam-
ple, he couldn't square ‘‘for by grace are
ye saved through faith”” with the Mormon
doctrine of salvation by works.

And when he asked his Mormon leaders
why the Bible said one thing and the Book
of Mormon said something different, their
responses were less than satisfying. ‘*You
need to pray about that. The Lord will
guide you.” Or ‘‘That’s not essential for
your salvation.” Or, even more disconcer-
ting: ‘“You don't need to know that."

The questions eventually built to a point
where he could no longer believe in the
Mormon cause, Yoakum explains, but leay-
ing them was not going to be easy. He had
since left the Army and entered business.
Leaving the Mormons in a Mormon-
dominated state like Alaska would ruin his
chances of making a living. On top of that,
he would lose his friends and family, all

loyal Mormons who would shun him as an
apostate. When he chose Christ over them
all, he left with only a duffel bag.

Yoakum, who now works as an instruc-
tor for the ional Guard at Camp Robin-
son and attends the Gravel Ridge Church,
believes he would not have been as suscep-
tible to the errors of Mormonism if he had
been better grounded in the Christian faith

““You need to know what your belief is,”
he warns. “Either you will stand for
something or you will fall for anything.
Christians need to be grounded in the
gospel and know what they believe so they
can evaluate what others tell them.”

Bobbie Sparkman agrees. Mrs. Sparkman,
whose husband Al pastors Crossett First
Church, serves as an interfaith witness con-
sultant for the Missions Department of the
Arkansas Baptist State Convention. One of
her specialties is Mormonism.

‘“‘Southern Baptists should be concern-
ed about Mormonism,” says Sparkman.
*“They should be concerned because Bap-
tists who are leaving the church are join-
ing the Mormons and Jehovah's Witnesses
more than any other group.”

She points out that Southern Baptists of-
fer “‘awareness conferences’ which can
help church members understand the
beliefs of other faith groups and know how
to present a gospel witness to them.

The conferences, which are led by cer-
tified interfaith witness personnel, touch
on world religions such as Islam and other
Christian denominations, as well as cult
groups like the Mormons. She sees the con-
ferences as not only helping keep Southern
Baptists from becoming naively involved
in cult groups, but also as preparing them
to present a gospel witness to them.

Interfaith witness is a major focus of this
year's Dixie Jackson campaign for state
missions. Under the theme of ‘‘Reaching
Out. . . Touching Lives,”" Arkansas Baptists
are being challenged to give $475,000 to
further their comprehensive program of
missions ministries. The Week of Prayer for
State Missions is Sept. 18-25.

Resideht Couple

Our Jonesboro Group Home for
five boys needs a couple without
children to serve as house-
parents. Ten days on, four off.
Husband may be employed else-
where or in school. Salary and
fringe provided. If interested in
this ministry of Arkansas Baptists,
please call Tom Stafford at
935-5134.

ARKANSAS BAPTIST NEWSMAGAZINE
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‘Equipping the Saints’

“'Equipping the Saints"" will be theme of
the Arkansas Baptist State Convention's
135th annual meeting.

Messengers will convene Nov. 1-2, 1988,
at Park Hill Church, North Little Rock to
conduct their business, which will include
receiving recommendations from the ABSC
Executive Board regarding 1989 priority
goals and a new partnership mission pro-
ject with the Central American nation of
Guatemala.

In their annual meeting last year in Fort
Smith, Arkansas Baptists marked the con-
clusion of a three-year partnership with
Baptists in Equatorial Brazil.

This year’s annual meeting program will
run in four sessions, three on Tuesday and
one Wednesday morning. Each session
holds promise for messengers in search of
inspiration.

Dawn Smith, a former Miss South
Carolina and second runner-up in the 1986
Miss America pageant, will present an in-
terpretation of the convention theme,
“‘Equipping the Saints,”” in each of the ses-
sions. Roy Fish, professor of evangelism at
Southwestern Baptist Theological
Seminary, Fort Worth, Texas, will conduct
a Bible study in each session.

Larry Lewis, president of the Southern
Baptist Home Mission Board in Atlanta,
Ga., will deliver the keynote address Tues-
day evening.

ABSC President Cary Heard, pastor of
this year’s host church, will bring his Presi-

Your Convention Hotel

Rlverfront
][ Hilton Inn

welcomes messengers to the
Arkansas Baptist
State Convention
Annual Meeting
witlh a special rate

$42 per night

(single or double)

On the riverbank
Just off the freeway
Near the convention site

Come stay with us!
Riverfront Hilton Inn

#2 Riverfront Place  North Little Rock
For reservations, call 371-9000

dent’s Message during the Tuesday morn-
ing session. ABSC Executive Director Don
Moore will address the messengers Tuesday
afternoon.

Ron Herrod, pastor of Fort Smith First
Church, will conclude the annual meeting
as he brings the convention sermon
Wednesday morning.

Messengers will receive six recommen-
dations from the ABSC during the Tuesday
afternoon business session. Foremost
among those recommendations is a $13
million proposed budget for 1989.

The 1989 budget proposal represents a
4 percent increase over projected receipts
for 1988. Projections indicate Arkansas
Baptists will subscribe about 97 percent of
the 1988 budget.

The new budget, if adopted by messen-
gers and met by the churches, will pass
along $5.3 million to worldwide causes of
the Southern Baptist Convention. That
represents 41.14 percent, an increase of .25
percent over 1988.

Programs of the Arkansas Baptist State
Convention will Yeceive 58.86 percent of
the 1989 budget, a total of $7.7 million.

The 1989 budget proposal reflects con-
cern over what appears to be a lowering
percentage of annual increase to missions
giving on the part of the churches. Because
of this trend, Arkansas Baptists have slow-
ed their progress toward a 50-50 division
of Cooperative Program receipts between
state and world causes.

In an effort to reverse the giving trend,
Arkansas Baptists last year launched *‘Mis-

sions Advance 87-89,"" an educational and
motivational thrust which encourages
churches to commit themselves to annual
increases in the percentage of their receipts
going to missions causes through the
Cooperative Program.

A team of 116 state convention leaders
stand ready to come at their own expense
to interpret for churches the missions
challenge which confronts the state con-
vention. Messengers will hear a report on
Missions Advance 87-89 on Tuesday mor-
ning of the annual meeting.

A new film on the Cooperative Program,
entitled *‘The Darkness Shall Turn,” will be
screened for messengers on Tuesday
evening.

Messengers will receive four other
recommendations from the Executive
Board, including the proposed partnership
with Guatemala Baptists.

Another proposal sets out five priority
goals for 1989: beginning 200 new Sunday
School teaching units; enlisting 500 chur-
ches to participate in “A Call to Baptist
Basics,” a discipleship and evangelism em-
phasis; launching 45 new churches through
the “Church Arkansas’' emphasis; training
200 youth leaders to lead Youth Christian
Life seminars; and involving 638 churches
in activities related to the *“Year of the Laity
in gel and Discipleship,”” which
begins in October this year.

An important feature of the concluding
session Wednesday morning will be a
report on Church Arkansas which will be'
brought by Floyd Tidsworth, ABSC direc-
tor of church extension.

Church Arkansas goals challenge Arkan-
sas Baptists to start 370 new churches by
the end of the century.

September 22, 1988
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Proper Credentials

Membership and messengers to the 1988
Convention are determined according to
the Constitution of the Arkansas szusl
State Convention Article I1I **‘Memb

mendation to the opening session of the
convention.”
Anomcr 2ppcnd.lx Number 13, *‘Seating

Sections 1, 2 and 3 which state:

“Section 1. The Convention shall be
composed of messengers from regular Bap-
tist churches which are in sympathy with
the principles and purposes of this Con-
vention, and which desire to cooperate
with other churches through this
Convention.

“‘Regular Baptist churches are those Bap-
tist churches which in doctrine and in
practice adhere to the principles and the
spirit of the The Baptist Faith and Message
as adopted by the 1963 session of the
Southern Baptist Convention and 7he Bap-
tist Faith and Message shall not be inter-
preted as to permit open communion
and/or alien immersion.

‘‘Section 2. Each cooperating church
shall be entitled to three messengers with
one additional messenger for each ad-
ditonal one hundred members or major
fraction thereof above one hundred, pro-
vided, however, that no church shall be en-
titled to a total of more than ten
messengers.

“‘Section 3. A standing Credentials Com-
mittee of five members shall be appointed
by the president of the convention. No
member of this committee may serve more
than two consecutive conventions. The
president of the convention shall fill
vacanies and shall name the chairman each
year.""

An appendix, “‘Enrollment of Messen-
gers,” added in 1980, states: “‘Any challenge
to the seating of any church’s messengers
and the basis of the challenge should be
presented in writing to the convention
president and the chairman of the Creden-
tials Committee thirty (30) days prior to the
annual meeting of the convention.

““The Credentials Committee will meet
prior to the opening session of the conven-
tion and report their findings and recom-

of M 8 passed in 1949, states:
‘“‘Resolution adopted that this convention
refuse to seat any messengers from any
church that accepts alien immersion; prac-
tices open communion; or affiliates with
any branch of the Federal Council of Chur-
ches, World Council of Churches or any
other organization to or growing out of
such.”

Any challenge to a church’s messengers
being seated should be sent to the chair-
man of the Credentials Committee and the
president of the Arkansas Baptist State
Convention.

We are fully aware that the Convention
is not in session until we convene. For this
reason we can only request your coopera-
tion in this matter. We believe that your
help will make for 2 much smoother and

more congenial convention. —Dillard
Miller, chairman, Credentials
Committee

. .
Registration

Messengers clected by Arkansas Baptist
churches who are planning to participate
in the annual meeting Nov. 1-2 in North Lit-
tle Rock must bring messenger registration
cards approved by their churches and sign-
ed by their moderators or church clerks.

Messengers who present themselves for
registration without properly certified
credentials will be sent to the Credentials
Committee.

Balloting

In accordance with the constitution of
the Arkansas Baptist State Convention, and
in keeping with previous policies and pro-
cedures, the following guidelines have
been established for voting at the annual
meeting.

All duly-elected messengers who register

Convention committees

at the convention will be given an official
book of bered ballots. M gers are
encouraged to print their names on the
front of the ballot book as soon as they
register.

A ballot is considered the property of the
person to whom it is issued. Therefore, a
ballot can be used only by that individual.
Ballots are not to be exchanged or used by
any other ger or :d
even with the owner’s consent. When
ballots are used, instructions will be given
designating which ballot is to be cast.
Ballots which do not bear the appropriate
number for a specific vote will be con-
sidered invalid. Ballots which are not legi-
ble or which are submitted blank will be
considered invalid.

Messengers who lose or find ballot books
should notify the registration desk. An
owner may claim a lost ballot book only
if the book bears his or her name.—Harry
Black, Tellers Committee chairman

Resolutions

Arkansas Baptist State Convention Presi-
dent Cary Heard has appointed a Resolu-
tions Committee to serve during the annual
sessions of the Arkansas Baptist State
Convention.

The committee requests that anyone
desiring to present a resolution to the com-
mittee mail a copy of his or her proposed
resolution to the committee by Oct. 21,
1988. The committee requests that, if
possible, the resolution be presented on
one page of typed copy. Receiving resolu-
tions in advance will enable the commit-
tee to give each resolution more careful and
prayerful attention.

It is understood that resolutions may be
presented on the floor of the convention
proper as defined by the convention order
of business.

Proposed resolutions should be mailed
to Randel Everett, 211 South Market, Ben-
ton, AR 72015. .

We would like to express our apprecia-
tion in advance for your cooperation in this
matter—Randel Everett, chairman,
Resolution Committee

Pa.tllamentarian

LEgorans
Hal Bmss 3957
Ouachita Baptist Unlvcrsnty
Arkadelphia, AR 71923 . .,

Credentials Committee:

Dillard Miller, Mena, chairman
Rich Kincl, Magnolia

Ferrell Morgan, Ft. Smith
Jimmy Wallace, Eudora
Eugene Ray, Marion

l;:gc 14

Tellers Committee:

{Harry Black, England, chairman
{Donny Settles, Kensett

Don Phillips, Camden

Bill Hilburn, Ward

Hal Graves, Hot Springs

Ken Jordan, Morrilton

John Greer, Conway

Charles Mays, Hot Springs
;John Edwards, Paragould
‘William Gullick, Corning

Resolutions Committee:

Randel Everett, Benton, chairman
Tommy Robertson, El Dorado
Nelson Wilhelm, Waldron

David Crouch, Searcy

Sonny Simpson, Pine Bluff

Order of Business:

Mike Huckabee, Texarkana, chairman
Jerry Hogan, North Little Rock
John Maddox, Little Rock
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Interest Group Plans

In addition to the regular sessions of the
Arkansas Baptist State Convention annual
meeting, a variety of special interest groups
will offer programs for messengers.

Ministers’ Wives

The biggest change in this year's offer-
ings will be in the Ministers’ Wives Con-
ference, which in the past has met for an
afternoon fellowship on Monday prior to
the opening of the annual meeting.

This year the Ministers’ Wives Con-
ference will feature six seminars directed
at needs of the minister's wife, according
to Sheila Everett, president of the
conference.

Seminar topics will include:

—"‘Help! I'm the Mother of PKs!", led
by Ruth Everett of Springhill, La., and Janet
Wentz of Arkadelphia;

—"‘Sometimes I'm Up, Sometimes I'm
Down,” led by Shirley Moore of Little
Rock, Jonya Davis of Russellville, and Pat-
sy Johnson of Paragould;

—"'80 You're Not the Pastor’s Wife,”” a
seminar for staff wives led by Marilyn
Dusek of Benton, Cindy Morris of Pine

Pastors

Arkansas Baptist pastors will convene
their annual preconvention conference
Monday, Oct. 31, at 10 a.m. at Pari Hill
Church. Three sessions will be heid, con-
cluding at 9:15 p.m.

This year's conference theme will be, “A
Holy People for a Holy God," based on
Leviticus 10:7, according to Pastors' Con-
ference President Stephen P. Davis of
Russellville.

Program personalities will include
Stephen F. Olford of Memphis, Tenn., TW.
Hunt of Nashville, Tenn., and Ed Young of
Houston, Texas.

Religious Educators

Jack Terry, dean of the School of
Religious Education at Southwestern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary in Fort Worth,
Texas, will be the featured speaker when
the Arkansas Baptist Religious Education
Association convenes Monday, Oct. 31, at
Park Hill Chur

Registration and fellowship will begin at
2 p.m. in the Music Suite at Park Hill. The
$10 cc e fee includes the cost of

Bluff, and Janie Thompson of Ark p

—*'Let Me Entertain You,"’ a seminar on
hospitality led by Betty Grant of
Arkadelphia;

—"'Shifting Gears,’ a seminar on senior
adults in ministry led by Kathleen Holland
of Little Rock;

—*"Don’t Sit Under the Apple Tree with
Anyone Else But Me," a seminar on mar-
riage and ministry led by Cary and Mary
Lou Heard of North Little Rock and Dillard
and Nellie Miller of Mena.

... We want this to be a time to make
some real friends,”” Sheila Everett said.

refreshments and the dinner.

For more information, contact Delores
Lynn, PO. Box 4064, North Little Rock, AR
72216.

Alumni Meetings
Quachita Baptist U ty  alumni

Nov. 2, at Red Lobster on McCain Blvd. in
North Little Rock. Meals will be ordered
from the menu, plus 15 percent gratuity,
payable as you leave. Reservations are
necessary. For more information, contact
Ed Simpson at 676-5136.

New Orleans Seminary alumni will meet
for lunch Tuesday, Nov. 1, at 12 noon at the
Holiday Inn Holidome, North Little Rock.
For reservations call Ruth at 663-8303.

Southern Seminary alumni will meet at
12 noon, Tuesday, Nov. 1, in the Gold
Room of Park Hill Baptist Church. Tickets
may be obtained for $5 (86 at convention)
from Ed F. McDonald III, Baptist Medical
Center, Baptist Medical Center, 9601 In-
terstate 630, Ex. 7, Little Rock, AR 72205;
phone 227-2569.

Southwestern Seminary alumni will
meet Tuesday, Nov. 1, at 12 noon at the
Riverfront Hilton, North Little Rock.
Tickets are $9.53 and should be purchas-
ed from Don Phillips, Rt. 4, Box 83,
Camden, AR 71701.

Mid-America Seminary will host an
alumni luncheon immediately following
the morning session on Tuesday, Nov. 1 at
the Western Sizzlin' on JFK Blvd.

DOMs

The Arkansas Baptist Director of Mis-
sions Fellowship will meet at 5 p.m. on
Monday, Oct. 31, at the Wyatt's Cafeteria
located in the North Park Mall on JFK Blvd.

Annuitants
and Retirees

Sou(hcm Baptist annuitants, retired

fellowship and reception for President and
Mrs. Ben M. Elrod will be held in Park Hill
Baptist Church’s Gold Room, Tuesday, Nov.
1 at 9:30 p.m., or immediately followmg
the evening scssion

Guest speaker for the cc e will be
author and lecturer Marge Caldwell. The
Ministers’ Wives Conference will convene
Monday, Oct. 31, at 1 p.m. in the Gold

Soutbern Baptist College alumni wil
meet for fellowship immediately following
the afternoon session on Tuesday, Nov. 1.
Placc o be announced

Room at Park Hill Church. The prog
will conclude at 4:45 p.m.

n inary will host a lun-
cheon for alumni at 12 noon, Wednesday,

Pre-registration for preschool child care

Child's name Age

Parent’s name(s).

Address City Zip

Please circlo sessions needed: s
Monday, Oct. 31 Morning Evening

Tuesday, Nov. 1 Morning 8:30-12:00 Afternoon 1:45-4:15 Evening 6:15-9:10
Wednesday, Nov. 18 Morning 8:15-12:30

Mall to: Linda Reagan, P.O. Box 4064, North Little Rock, AR 72116

September 22, 1988

and staff persons, and their
spouses will be the guests of the Annui-
ty/Stewardship Department of the Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention at a fellowship
dinner Tuesday, Nov. 1. The dinner will be
held at 5 p.m. at Park Hill Church.

For reservations, contact the Annui-
ty/Stewardship Department at P.0. Box 552,
Little Rock, AR 72203; phone 376-4791.

Child Care

Preschool child care will be offered to
messengers and their families during the
annual mccung of the state convention.

Pre- for babies th h five-
year-olds is necessary in order to provlde
quality care with a planned program for
preschoolers. No child care will be provid-
ed for school-age children at any session.

The accompanying registration form
should be completed and mailed to: Linda
Reagan, P.O: Box 4064, North Little Rock,
AR 72116. For more information, contact
Linda Reagan at 501-753-3413.
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Equipping the Saints

Tuesday Morning

Nov. 1, 1988
8:30 Congregational Singing........ Lester McCullough
8:40 Theme Interpretation. . ............. Dawn Smith
8:55 BIBLE STUDY...... s ...Roy Fish
9:25 Call to Order. 3 .Cary Heard
AWVEICOME At 5 Ll s ..Cary Heard
Appointment of Committees. . ........ Cary Heard

9:50
9:55
10:05
10:15
10:25

10:45
10:55
11:10
11:20
11:25
11:30
12:00

.Dillard Miller
v Mlchzcl Huckabee

Enrollment of Messengers. . .
Adoption of Order of Business.

Tellers Committee Instructions. ... ... Harry Black
Resolutions: 0o RN L, L Randel Everett
Constitution Amendments. . .. ...... John Maddox
Congregational Singing........ Lester McCullough

Special Music.......... Music Men of Arkansas
“‘Missions Advance 87-89"........ Allen Thrasher
FMB Commissioning Service......... Don Moore
ADNNOUNCEMENTS =, il L i i save vais s Cary Heard
Recognition of Baptist Hospitals

Recognition of Former Presidents

Recognition of Senior Ministers. . John McClanahnn

Tuesday Afternoon

Now. 1,

1:30
1:45
1:50
1:55
2:10
2:40
2:50
2:55
3:00
3:10
3:30
3:40
3:45
4:15

Recognition of New Arkansans. ....... Don Moore
Recognition of Missionaries. . . ... Glendon Grober
Congregational Singing........ Lester McCullough
Special Music. . .. . .Music Men of Arkansas
PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE. ............ Cary Heard
Benedictionsic: il s s shie iz os Larry Kindrick
1988

POSIOACN . v L Stk s o S Music Men Brass
Congregational Singing. .....Gary Lanier
PRAYEL 7)o G me o os Terry Traxler
Theme Interpretation. : ..Dawn Smith
BIBEBESTUDY S 0080 2 4 ee o s ivvotivmis b dioe Roy Fish
Miscellaneous Business

Congregational Singing. ............. Gary Lanier
Special Music......... 5

Nominating Committee
EXECUTIVE BOARD REPORT. . .

Congregational Singing. . ............ Gary Lanier
Special Music Stephen & Denise Edds
MESSAGE. . . . S Don Moore
BEACHICHODY i ity v s s AU Paul Sanders

Tuesday Evening

Nov. 1, 1988
6:15 Congregational Singing............. David Oliver
OI20 I PIRYEEL % 2 oo sivipi sas wisin srak o David Blaze
6:25 Theme Interpretation. sV .Dawn Smith
6:40. (BIBEEBISTUDY:: & o0 v o i sios 5o . .Roy Fish
7:10  Southern Baptist College Report. . . .. Jack Nicholas
7:25  Special Music. . . . Ouachita Baptist University Choir
7:40  Ouachita Baptist University Report...... Ben Elrod
7:55 Congregational Singing. . ........... David Oliver
8:00 CP Film—"The Darkness Shall

ARG, LI R 2 ke i

8:35 Special Music
8:40 MESSAGE. . .
9:10 Benediction

Wednesday Morning

Nov. 2, 1988

8:15 Congregational Singing. . .Ron Feener
8:20  Prayer.. i uiaoati e g Don Sanders
8:25 Theme Interpretation. . ............. Dawn Smith
8:40 ELECTION OF OFFICERS
8:55 Speclal Music: .V v s David Hayes & Tim Hess
9:05 °, BIBEE STUDY: %50 s v sisoese sien oot Roy Fish
9:35 ELECTION OF OFFICERS
9:45  Christian Civic Foundation............ John Finn
9:55 Memorial Moments .Harold Elmore
10:00  Resolutions. . . . Randel Everett
10:20 ELECTION OF OFFICERS
10:30  Miscellaneous Business
10:45 ELECTION OF OFFICERS
10:55 Congregational Singing.............. Ron Feener
11:00 ‘‘ChurchiArkansas”............. Floyd Tidsworth
11:10  Arkansas Baptist Family

and'Child Care..............00 Johnny Biggs
11:20  Arkansas Baptist Foundation. ....... Harry Trulove
11:30  Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine. .. .. Everett Sneed
11:40  Executive Board Program Goals. . .Jimmie Sheffield
11:50- 1SpeclaliMusic - oo oo vvsmsinisisan ¢ Pam Lowery
11:55. . \CONVENTION: ‘SERMON. .., ..« o0 vnn Ron Herrod
12:25 Presentation of New Officers

Benediction by New President

Page 16

wm pmslde during the annual meeting

and bring the Presidmts Mesnge on

lead the Tuesday morning.

_Jere Mitchell, pastor, First Baptl.st
d f

Board's report Tuesday afternoon.
Don Moore, exccutive director, ABSC,
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EXECUTIVE BOARD

Recommendations

Recommendation No. 4
Witnessing-Giving Life Emphasis
The Executive Bozrd recommends the approval of

Life Emphasis for 1991-95.

Recommendation No. 1
1989 Budget

I. State causes
1 Administration . . . .
2 Business Services. .
3 Annuity
4. Baptist Student Union
5; Brotherhood

6. Christian Life Council
7 Church Music.
8 Church Tnumng
9

1989 requests
$219,028
232,646
. 14,247

Cooperative Mlmsines wuh N:monal Baptists. .. ......... 119,667

10: BYangelism ... sceraestin
11. Ministry of Crisis Support.

12, Missions . . . .
13. Stewardship .
14. Sunday School

15. Woman's Missionary Umon

16. Support  Services.

17, Arkansas Baptist Asscmbly

18. Camp Paron—Operating . .

19; Camp Paron—lmprovemem Fund
20. Annuity Dues. .........
21 Baptist Student Union—Buildings.

22, CONVENUOM . oo v sl 708 i 84,650

23. Historical Commission. ........... ..8,583

24. Non-Department Programs and O(her Causes .218,034

Total Executive Board Programs....... e 251,201

25. Arkansas Baptist Family and Child Care 370,983

26. Arkansas Baptist Foundation. . .. .219,644

27. Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine .190,212
28. Christian Education

(1) Ouachita Baptist University .1,970,513

(2) Southern Baptist College 542,882

(3) Ministerial Education Loan Fund 106,366

Total State Programs. ...........eeuees ..$7,651,800

1I. Southern Baptist Convention......... vee...5,348,200

Total Budget............ccovnuneennn

. .$13,000,000

Recommendation No. 2
Simultaneous World Mission Conferences
‘The Executive Board

group be established to plan Exccutive Board objec-
tives, goals, and action plans for 1991-95. The planning
group will be composed of:

‘World Mission Conferences be cunduv:x:d in 1991. The
dates are: April 28-May 5, East; May 19-26, West.

The five services that will make up a World Mission
Conference will include two foreign missionaries, two
home missionarics, and one state missionary. Con-
ferences will be scheduled for Sunday through Wednes-
day and Thursday through Sunday.

‘The Brotherhood Department Director will be the
overall coordinator of the project. Each association will
be asked to function with a Director of Missions and
a Baptist Man as coordinator of the World Mission Con-
ference. The goal is to have 30 associations and 800
churches participating in the project.

Recommendation No. 3
Directions 2000 Planning Group
The Executive Board recommends that a planning

September 22, 1988

Program D Directors

[0 Board Progray
(Excluding the Director of Crisis Support)

(2) Eight Pastors (David Blase, Mark Brooks, Brian
Harbour, Tommy Kimball, Bili Kimbrough, Clyde
Spurgin, Jimmie Wallace, Noble Wiles)

(3) Three Church Church Staff Members (Dennis
Coop, Geral Spicer, Joe Statton)

(4) Three Directors of Missions (L. B. Jordan, Bill
Lewis, Eddic McCord)

(5) Three Laypersons (Martha Dewbre, Ina Miller,
Verlon Taff)

(6) Administrative Saff (Dan Jordan, Don Moore, Jim-
mie Sheffield)

(7) Director of Support Services (Jan Kelley)

The Associate Executive Director will serve as leader
of the planning group which will be called Directions

the

‘Witnessing- lelng LlJe is 2 Southern Baptist Conven-
tion emphasis involving the Evangelism Division of the
Home Mission Southern Baptist Convention
Stewardship Commission and the Executive Commit-
tee of the Southern Baptist Convention,

‘Witnessing-Giving Life involves leading people to make
commitments by:

—Awakening to the need for revival and renewal of
commitments.

—Adopting new Christian lifestyle qualities.

—Joining in efforts to make Bold Mission Thrust
dream a reality.

—Resisting the appeals of materialism and
humanism.

—Giving new priority to church membership
development in witnessing and giving.

The calendar of activities includes:

1990—April: Interpret Witnessing:Giving Life during
¢ Leader Meeting. December: Evangelism Workshop-
provide training and orientation for associational
evangelism and stewardship directors.

l991—]:nu:ry M;\y conduct  assoceational

Nnv:mbcr Wimeulng leing Life Revivals.
1992—January-May: Conduct associational

Witnessing-Giving Life conferences. Spring: *‘Give and

Grow IS\m y" (Planncd in conjunction with Sunday
School

stewardship dlmcmls lD condun **One-Day Soul \Vln-
ning Leadership Training Conferences.””

1993—January-February: Conduct associational
“One-Day Soul-Winning Leadership Training Con-
ferences.™

1994—January: (1) Witnessing-Giving Life Studies

reviewed during State Evangelism Conference; (2)
g tate Evangelism Conference to feature speakers on
Wlmesslng Giving Lirc January -May: Assochuonal
Pastor’s C
studies. Spring: Chumhcs conducl Wlln:sslng lelng
Life studies.

1995—Continue Witnessing Giving Life emphasis
through regular programming of evangelism and
stewardship.

Recommendation No. 5
Partnership Mission Project

The Exccutive Board recommends that the Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention join in a Partnership Mis-
sion Project with Guatemala for 1989-1992. 1989 will
be a year of planning with a few projects to begin in
the fall of 1989.

The Foreign Mission Board has issued a formal in-
vitation to the Arkansas Baptist State Convention to par-
ticipate in this project. The Guatemala Convention and
the Guatemala Mission have both approved the
partnership.

Recommendation No. 6
1989 Priority Goals

The Executive Board recommends the approval of
the 1989 Priority Goals and department goals for Ex-
ecutive Board programs. The priority goals are:

Our goal is to lead churches to begln 200 new Sun-
day School teaching units by Dec. 3

Our goal is to equip 500 churches to commk
themselyes afresh to the Baptist basics of dlsclplcshlp
and mngellsm through an emphasis on “A Call'to
tist Basics.”

Our goal is to begin 45 new churches by Dec. 31,
1989.

Our goal is to train 200 youth leaders to learn how
1o plan and implement a Youth Christian Life Seminar
by Dec. 31, 1989.

Our goal is to involve 638 churches in one of the ac-
tivities related to the **Year of the Laity" by Dec. 31, '

1989.
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Constitution and
Bylaw Changes

The follow Ing Constitutional changcs wen approv-
ed in the 1987 Cs
procedure, changes must be :ppmmd ln two con-
secutive conventions.

BYLAWS—Section 4. ““Trusteeships™
Delete all but the first sentence of paragraph onc.

BYLAWS—Section 5. “Committee Members™
1. Sentence 2. Inserted the word in italics,
Following each annual convention, lhz eusndem
will appoint hird of this
terms to replace the one-third rotating oﬂ plus ﬂlllng
any vacancies that may exist on the committee at that
time.

3. Inserted the words in italics.

No member of a commission or committee delegated
to study or make recommendations concerning our
agencies and institutions shall be 2 member of any
Board of Trustees of such agency or institution.

4. Sentence 1. Inserted the word in italics.

All associational missionaries or mission pastors
receiving all or part compensation from the Conven-
tion through the Executive Board shall be considered
employees of the Convention and shall not be meml
of any convention, agency or institutional board.

ARTICLE VIII—"Operating of Agencies™
(Added the following two new sections)

Section 2: Each board, agency and institution of this
convention shall operate on the funds provided by the
churches through the Cooperative Program and from
special offerings solicited and received from in-
dividuals, corporations, foundations, the annual Family
and Child Care offering, and the Dixic Jackson State
Mission offering.

No additional appeals may be made to the churches
without the recommendation of the Executive Board
and approval of the annual convention in session.

Section 3. A deficit in a board, agency or institution
operational budget for any year shall be reported to the
Executive Board and the convention in annual session.

Such deficit may not be carried over into the second
year without the approval of the Executive Board and
the convention in annual session as to how this deficit
will be eliminated.

John Maddox, chairman; Richard Johnson; Roy
Buckelew; Raymond Higgins; Jim Pate; Betty
arp

Foundation
Recommendations

In order for the Foundation to strengthen its services
we recommend the Convention approve adding the
following to Section II of our Charter:

... and to develop innovative ways and means for
raising, developing and acquiring funds for the
charitable purposes thereof; to act as an agent for life
insurance companies in procuring, receiving and for-
warding applications for life insurance, together with
the collection of premiums and the taking of such other
actions as may be designated to agents by life insurance
companies, in order to facilitate the contribution by
donors of life insurance policies, the beneficiary of
which is this organization or some other charitable
cause amenable to the Arkansas Baptist State Conven-
tion, such proceeds to be for the charitable ob-
jectives and purposes thereof ™

We believe that this amendment would:

(1) . . .offer Baptist institutions, agencies, churches
and 2 way to build
income for the future.

@) . 2 person of modest means a way to
make 2 major gift m a Ba}xlsl cause.

3) allow each association, agency, church, and
institution to decide if the plan is to be offered to their

pco‘plc
) be bascd on actuarial tables. The plan is not
an accident policy.

...notbe* Iocktd in" to any one company. The
Foundation would be able to work with any company
willing to tailor such a program

This resolution was approved by the 1987 Conven-
tion BUT WITH THE CONDITION THAT IT WOULD
NOT BE EXECUTED UNLESS THE IRS ISSUED A
FAVORABLE LETTER RULING concerning the matter
of Unrelated Business Taxable Income. Since then it has
been determined that having unrelated business taxable
income will not jeopardize the Foundation's tax free
status or contaminate other investment income.
Therefore we respectfully request the Convention to
remove the conditional ‘statement and approve the
amendment.

Motels

RAMADA INN
120 W. Pershing, NLR, 758-1851
(Or toll-free 1-800-272-6232

BEST WESTERN INTERSTATE INN
400 W. 29th, NLR, 758-5100

DAYS INN
Main & 1-40, North Little Rock, 758-8110

EXECUTIVE DAYS INN
707 1-30, Little Rock, 372-4392

HAMPTON INN
500 W. 29th, NLR, 771-2090

RIVERFRONT HILTON
2 Riverfront PL., NLR, 371-9000

LAQUINTA MOTOR INN-North
4100 E. McCain Blvd., NLR, 945-0808

5
x
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Pershing

Main St.
1-30

Park Hill Church
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1-40 East

Map of
North Little Rock
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THANK YOU M
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ARKANSAS

People all over America thank you, Arkansas! Your generosity is helping to providea church for
everyone—Ilonely people in crowded cities—internationals—ethnics—people in rural commu-

nities—people right here in Arkansas.

Your gifts through the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering will play a vital part in reaching the Home
Mission Board's goal of starting 1,500 new churches each year until A.D. 2000.
Thanks, Arkansas churches, for your caring and support.

Those churches with highest per capita giving for 1987:

And those with highest dollar amounts in 1987:

First Baptist Church, El Dorado $32,966
Immanuel Baptist Church, Little Rock 19,718
Park Hill Baptist Church, North Little Rock 18,927
First Baptist Church, Hot Springs 15914
Geyer Springs First Bapt. Church, Little Rock 13,946
Grand Avenue Baptist Church, Fort Smith 11,074

Baring Cross Bapt. Church, North Litle Rock 9916

First Baptist Church, Russellville 9,325
First Baptist Church, Horatio 9,027
First Baptist Church, Fort Smith 8635

First Baptist Church, EI Dorado $33.47
First Baptist Church, Sparkman 2591
Black Oak Baptist Church, Fayetteville 20.00
Lake Ouachita Baptist Church, Mt. Ida 13.93
Bella Vista Baptist Church, Bella Vista 13.64
First Baptist Church, Hot Springs 1281
Columbus Baptist Church, Columbus 12.60
Forrest Park Baptist Church, Pine Bluff 12.09
Bingen First Baptist Church, Nashville 10.71
First Baptist Church, Stuttgart 10.09
(These figures were obtained from the staie comvention office and from the 1987 Uniform Church Letiers.)
R
: S

6

Home Mission Board, SBC « 1350 Spring Street, NW  Adanta, GA
3 30367-5601 + A Southem Baptist Comvention agency supporied by
ES.  the Cooperative Program and the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering

The Annie Armstrong Easter Offering
for Home Missions

September 22, 1988
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CLC Exec Chosen

by Dan Martin
Baptist Press

NASHVILLE (BP)—On a 23-2 secret-
ballot vote, directors of the Southern Bap-
tist Christian Life Commission Sept. 12
elected Richard Land of Dallas as the new
executive director-treasurer of the
Southern Baptist moral and social concerns
agency.

Land, 41, who has been vice president
of academic affairs at Criswell College, an
arm of First Baptist Church of Dallas, will
assume day-to-day direction of the agency
about Oct. 24, succeeding N. Larry Baker,
who resigned June 3 following 16 months
as executive.

In presenting Land
as the choice of the
eight-member search
committee, Joe At-
chison, a director of
Baptist associational
missions in Rogers,
Ark., told commis-
sion members: ‘‘We
(the search commit-
tee) decided from the
beginning that we
were not going to let
any political fallout
or any other thing
keep us from going
for the most qualified
man. .. God’s man.

‘‘Richard Land is
the unanimous cho-
ice of the search committee.””

Atchison had pledged to have an “‘open”
process of selecting a replacement for
Baker, whose selection and tenure of of-
fice was one of the most controversial in
the history of the agency. Conservatives
had complained they were ‘‘run over” by
the then-moderate majority in the selection
process, presentation and election of Baker,
who was called on a 16-13 vote and, in
September 1988, survived an effort to fire
him when commission members tied
15-15.

Following the vote, Atchison told Bap-
tist Press the “‘atmosphere of the meeting
was markedly different in a very positive,
upbeat way,”’ from the tense meetings of
January and September 1987. ‘‘Commis-
sion members said over and over how
much they appreciated both the time we
gave and the opportunity to ask questions,”
he said.

Fred Lackey, commission chairman and
pastor of First Baptist Church of Athens,
Ala., noted the “‘contrast in the atmosphere
of this meeting,” from that of the im-
mediate past meetings. *‘This meeting was
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much, much more positive,”" he said.

In his presentation of Land to the board,
Atchison acknowledged that charges of
“‘politics probably will be made regardless
of what we say until-they get a chance to
sit down and talk with Richard Land.”” He
added some of the search committee had
“‘negative feelings'' about Land, “‘but when
we sat down, those negative factors just fell
away.”"

“*We believe the Lord led us to Richard
Land; we believe he is the best man,”" At-
chison said, adding he received ‘‘absolutely
no outside pressure regarding our recom-
mendation. Nobody got on the telephone
(BP) photo / Jim Veneman

New CLC Executive Director Richard Land

to try to sway us.’

Trustee Coy Privette, executive director
of the Christian Action League of North
Carolina in Kannapolis, told Atchison he
was ‘“‘glad to hear”’ there was no political
pressure, and commented that 18 months
ago he had been told by a prominent con-
servative leader that it was only ‘‘a matter
of time until Richard Land was elected ex-
ecutive director of the Christian Life Com-
mission."”

Following his election, Land told com-
mission members he is aware *‘perceptions

of me are not neutral,”” and added: ““There
are many who will see this (the election)
in a way that will be profoundly disturb-
ing. I have a need and an obligation to try
to dispel as many of those concerns as
possible, and, if given the opportunity, |
can dispel them.”

Prior to the vote, Land spent nearly three
hours with commission members, giving
his personal Christian testimony, spelling
out his positions on moral issues—
including abortion, women in ministry and
capital punishment—describing his vision
for the future course of the Christian Life
Commission and answering questions from
the 25 board members present at the an-
nual meeting.

“‘I have a strong pro-life position,” he
said, specifying he believes it is only
morally defensible to take life to protect
life. The only reason for abortion is when
the life of the mother is in extreme danger.
I have held this position a long time.”

Later, under questioning by Privette
about what he would do if his own 14-year-
old daughter were raped and impregnated
by “‘a demented individual,” Land respond-
ed he would be “‘personally devastated,”
but that a decision for abortion *‘would be
a choice between my daughter and my
granddaughter—or grandson—that 1 am
not prepared to make.” He added that “two
wrongs don't make a right.”

He said he believes capital punishment
is “‘society’s way of upholding the sancti-
ty of human life. If human life is sacred and
God has given it, then we must uphold its
sanctity. When another person callous-
ly... wantonly takes life, then capital
punishment is one of the options of the
magistrate.”

On women, Land said men and women
“‘are equal in God's sight,”” but does not
believe the “New Testament allows women
to be over men in the church. .. or the
home.” He warned listeners not to “‘ex-
trapolate from the home and the church,"”
and specified he believes women should
receive equal pay for equal work and are
not prohibited from top positions in educa-
tion, government, business, corporations,
finance, politics or other work.

ALBERT GEORGE MFG. CO.

721 Poplar St., North Little Rock, AR 72114
Phone 501-375-2921

Custom Manufacturers of
* Pew Cushions
* Upholstered Seats and Backs
* Kneeler Cushions
© Pulpit Chair Cushions
* Draperies
 Fabrics

For Prices And Information, Write: P.O. Box 5700, NLR, AR 72119

20% Discount With This Ad
Order Now For Christmas Delivery
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PAC Wants
$75,000

NASHVILLE (BP)—The Southern Baptist
Public Affairs Committee will request
$75,500 as its allocation from the Southern
Baptist Convention's 1989-90 budget

The decision to request the funds was
made during an Aug. 26 meeting of the
PAC's “‘executive body" of officers and
“members who have had specific duties
assigned to them.”

The group also made plans for the Oct.
2 and Oct. 4 meetings of the PAC, schedul-
ed a Religious Liberty Conference in Atlan-
ta for April 21-22, 1989, and discussed the

need to revise the program statement under
which the PAC operates.

The September meeting will mark the
first time the PAC has made a direct request
for funding from the unified budget of the
Southern Baptist Convention, although the
Executive Committee granted the PAC an
allocation of $24,200 in the 1988-89
budget without a specific request by the
PAC to do so.

Technically, the PAC is a standing com-
mittee of the SBC, and standing commit-
tees do not have staff, budgets or program

s. Usually, ling committees
are entitled to one meeting per year and
are funded through a line item in the Ex-
ecutive Committee's budget.

Dynamic Conferences Fe:

Smith.

September 22, 1988

a(turing Some of America's Gréal
Preachers and Musicians. Presented by Bailey Smith.

\ First Baptist Church™ "~
B\ 31

Nationwide Conferences on

GREATER

FT.WORTH

Host Church:

0 North Industrial Bivd.
Euless, Texas 76039
Pastor Jimmy Draper

Co-sponsoring Churches:

Retta Baptist Church ~ San Jacinto Baptist Church
Pastor Rick Scarborough
Burleson, Texas
Plus: Ron Herrod, Tom Eliiff, John Bramlett, Nelson Price, Sam Cathey,
Leonard Ravenhill, Junior Hill, Johnny Hunt, Bobby Boyles, Bailey

Pastor Stan Coffey
Amarillo, Texas

Music by: Luke Garrett, Daisey McGrew, NewSong, & the Sites Sisters

NurseryProvided
For more information call:

\817/ 267-3313
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ABOR'TION
Protests
‘Unbiblical’

by Mark Wingfield
SBC Home Mission Board

ATLANTA (BP)—Charles Stanley, pastor
of Atlanta’s First Baptist Church, has oppos-
ed the Operation Rescue abortion protests
in Atlanta as unbiblical, but he maintains
he still views abortion as murder.

During Sunday worship Aug. 28, Stanley
read a statement concerning the protests
that later was distributed to worshippers in
a leaflet titled “'A Biblical Perspective on
Civil Disobedience.” The statement is label-
ed as the opinion of the pastoral staff and
deacons of First Baptist Church.

More than 700 people, including several
members of Stanley's church, have been ar-
rested for trespassing on the properties of
Atlanta abortion clinics since July 19 in at-
tempts to ‘‘rescue’’ babies scheduled for
abortions. The people arrested and hun-
dreds of other supporters are part of an in-
terdenominational effort known as Opera-
tion Rescue.

Stanley noted he agrees with the Atlanta
rescuers that abortion is wrong. ‘‘From our
perspective, the wrongness of abortion is
not up for discussion,” he said. “‘God’s
word clearly teaches that life begins at con-
ception and that abortion is murder.”

Stanley advocated ‘‘all lawful means of
protesting abortion,” but declared that
Operation Rescue's tactics do not meet the
biblical test for justifiable civil
disobedience.

““It is right to break the law when there
is a direct, specific conflict between God's
law and man’s law, because God's law is
higher,”’ Stanley said.

However, he added, the civil disobe-
dience advocated by Operation Rescue
does not meet the biblical requirements of
civil disobedience for three reasons:

— Trespass laws have nothing to do with
abortion. Therefore those arrested are not
being arrested for opposing abortion. “‘If
certain anti-God protesters blocked the en-
trance to First Baptist Atlanta so we could
not enter to worship, we would use the
same ordinance to have them arrested,” he
said.

— The Supreme Court ruling in Roe vs.
‘Wade ‘“‘neither requires abortions nor pro-
hibits them; but makes them permissible
with certain restrictions.”

— Women who have abortions are “‘free
moral agents responsible before Almighty
God for their actions.”

Stanley said the proper way to change
abortion laws “‘involves carefully working
through the judicial, elective and legislative
process to effect change~-especially in the
composition of the U.S. Supreme Court.”
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Convention Uniform

Life and Work

Bible Book

Job’s Victory

by Jim Box, Central Church, Bald Knob
Basic passage: Job 38-42

Focal passage: Job 38:1-7; 40:3-5;
42:1-6,10

Central truth: Job's victory as God con-
fronts him.

Job challenged God to appear and talk
with him fact to face. The thunder of God's
voice came to Job out of a whirlwind. A
whirlwind or a storm was often the way
God made his appearance to ancient
Israelites. God and Job carried on 2 con-
versation, and during that conversation
God gave two speeches and allowed Job to
respond.

The speeches which God made did not
deal with Job's sufferings or their causes;

Do You Give Your Money?

by Tom Harris, Park Place Church,
Hot Springs

Basic passage: Matthew 23:23; 5:20,
23-24; 6:1-4

Focal passage: Matthew 23:23; 5:20,
23-24; 6:1-4

Central truth: The Christian must not
give as the Pharisees of old, who gave
out of pride, selfishness, and from ex-
ternal motives only.

(1) The Pharisees tithed to the last pen-
ny but ignored the weightier matters of the
law.

Jesus is condemning the Pharisees and
their giving methods in Matthew 23:23.
The Pharisees were highly esteemed as a
ncligious sect which based its beliefs on the

they were q about the and
its operation. God asked questions about
the creation, inanimate nature and about
life. The questions asked were simple in
grammar and construction, yet their full
answer has never been given by man.

The of God’s sp
Job's nothingness and destroyed his pndc
by challenging him to know and do that
which God knows and does.

During this conversation, God did not
charge Job with the sins that his friends ac-
cused him of committing; he simply charg-
ed Job with not seeing himself in the light
of the greatness and majesty of a sinless,
omnipotent God. The result was that Job
humbled himself and repented.

Because Job was humble, God honored
him. God rebuked Job's friends and in-
structed him to pray for them. When he did
his body was healed; God restored his
health and fortune and gave him other
children. He lived to see his great-
great-grandchildren.

Sometime during his suffering, Job's
troubles were so grievous that he felt he
could not bear them, and sometime he ac-
cused God, but he never lost faith in God,
and that steadfast faith helped him over-
come the tragedy.

Job learned how to deal with suffering.
He taught us that man should not exalt
himself over God, criticize God, accuse
God, or doubt God, but man should hum-
ble himself under God, praise God, justify
God, and trust God. The Lord restored Job
after he got right with God and his three
friends. Blessings come when we are in
right relationship with God and our
fellowman.

Bible Lesson for

(Christian Teaching. Uniform Series. Copyright International Coun-
cil of Education. Used by permission.
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diti of the Jewish fathers. The
Pharlsccs loved the external law and tith-
ed even down to the flower seeds they
possessed. However, Jesus sharply pointed
out to them their obedience was partial
and they ignored the weightier parts of the
law. We as Christians must be reminded
that tithing is absolutely essential for us to
bring pleasure to God. However, tithing is
not the last nor the only responsibility of
Christianity.

(2) The Pharisees gave money but ig-
nored their relationships to offended

brothers. Note Matthew 5:20-24. A brother

is angry and the Pharisec ignores him. The
Pharisee piously walks up to the altar and
gives with an attitude that his giving is
proof of his very religious lifestyle. Jesus
sharply condemns this. Giving tithes to
God does not make up for bad relation-
ships with fellow humans. Verse 24 clear-
ly says correct human relationships are
even more important to God than giving.

(3) The Pharisee gave publicly for human
praise (Mt. 6:1-4). The Pharisees were very
ego motivated. If no one could see their
good works, then good works would not
be done. They gave in public. Verse 2 says
that they might swim in the glory of men.
Jesus condemns methods of religion that
are motivated for outward show as being
hypocritical. Sometimes the devil, who in-
spired the glory-seeking Pharisees, can
deceive pastors and laypeople into doing
things just so it will be displayed at a ban-
quet or announced on Sunday morning. If
their work is not announced, hard feelings
arise. Jesus says in verse 4, be motivated to
give only because you want God’s praise
and God's reward.

Watching Jesus Die
by Captain Lovell, First Church,
Harrisburg

Basic passage: Matthew 27:33-66
Focal passage: Matthew 27:36

Central truth: Watching Jesus die, they
saw God's divine approval on his Son.

And sitting down, they watched him
there (Mt. 27:36). First they saw the signs
of divine order. Darkness came over all the
land for three hours (Mt. 27:45). This
unusual happening was at mid-day (12
noon to 3 p.m.). God gave this divine sign
to show his approval. The veil in the Tem-
ple was rent from top to bottom (Mt.
27:51), signifying God's coming down to
man, not man's going up to God.

The earth quaked (Mt. 27:54). This sign
God has used much. The earthquake sign
was used at Jesus' death and at his resur-
rection (Mt. 28:2). It was used to free Paul
and Silas from prison (Ac. 16:26) and will
be used as a sign for the closing of the
church age (Mt. 24:7).

There was the sign of the open grave (Mt.
27:52-53). The bodies of the saints which
slept came forth, went into the holy city,
and appeared unto many. Jesus yielded up
the ghost (Mt. 27:50), which means he died
of his self-will (Jn. 10:18).

The garments Jesus wore are interesting.
First, as an innocent baby, he wore “‘swad-
dling clothes,’” a white garment, the sym-
bol of purity. Then there was the
“shepherd’’ garment (Mt. 27:31). It was this
garment the woman with the issue of
blood touched and by that touch was made
whole (Mt. 9:20-22). Then there was the
“Savior’” garment (Mt. 27:31). The one
without seams which represents that there
is no beginning and no end. He is from
everlasting to everlasting. Then there was
the “'sin’’ garment (Mt. 27:28). The scarlet
robe represents sin, our sin like filthy rags
(Is. 64:6). Our garments are stained with
sin, but they are made white through the
shed blood. And finally there was the
“‘saintly’’ garment he wore after the resur-
rection when he ascended to heaven (Ac.
1:10-11).

‘We also shall wear such a garment, Jesus
being the first fruits of the resurrection (I
Co. 15:20) and saints likewise (Ph. 3:21).
John states, ‘‘When he shall appear we shall
be like him” (I Jn. 3:2). Knowing this, we
have victory beyond the grave, a steadfast
unmoveable hope that our labor in the
Lord is not in vain (I Co. 15:51-58).

“This lesson is based oa the Life and Work Curriculum for Southern | This lesson for Southern
Baplst Churchcs, copyright by the Sunday School Board of the | Bapist churchcs, copyright by the Sunday School Board of the
¥ pe Southern Used by permission.
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The General’s Decision

Brazilian Commander Responds to Youngster’s Witness

by Art Toalston
SBC Foreign Mission Board

AMARILLO, Texas (BP)—An -eighth-
grader from Amarillo, Texas, knows at least
one reason why he felt a sense of urgency
to go to Brazil.

Kale Phillips, 13, helped a general in
Brazil's air force make a decision to follow
Christ.

“I really felt God's calling to go to
Brazil,"" Kale recounted. He was among 80
Southern Baptists who assisted 25 chur-
ches in the city of Campinas in evangelistic
efforts during the first two weeks of
August.

Paramount Baptist Church in Amarillo
supplied half the group from the United
States, including Kale and his father, Rick.

Finances made the trip seem out of the
question for Kale and his father earlier this
year. The family—Kale, his parents and
three younger sisters — already had made
arrangements for 2 home missions trip to
‘Wisconsin in June.

But Brazil remained on Kale'’s heart. “I'm
just going to trust God to work it all out,"”
he told his dad.

Paramount’s pastor, Shad Rue, invited
Kale's father to tell of his son’s desire to
minister in Brazil during a meeting at the
church in May. ‘“That night I got a phone
call and someone had paid my way,’" Kale
recounted. Little by little, his father’s ex-

penses also were covered.

Kale said he prepared for the trip every
way he could: I prayed a lot. That was
probably the most important, praying that
God would prepare me.”

After arriving in Brazil, Kale s2id, he
discovered "“The people are real open.
Even though they may not believe in what
you're there for, they're going to welcome
you to their homes."”

Southern Baptist missionary Dan Burt
struck up a friendship with Kale and in-
vited the youth to go along to an air base
where they would seck permission to con-
duct services. They first talked with a col-
onel who had become a Christian two
years carlier. The colonel said the base’s
general would have to make the decision.

The general ‘*was real busy at the time,
but he allowed us in, and we talked,’' Kale
said. The general ruled out any services on
the base because Brazil's secretary of
defense would be visiting the base in
several days.

“‘Before we left, I gave the general one
of my tcstimom'is," Kale said. It was a tract
with his testimony translated into Por-
tuguese. “'And Dan said, ‘Let’s pray before
we go.'

“I just thanked God for the general's
openness, for him allowing us to come in-
to his office, even though he was busy,”
Kale recounted. ‘I prayed that the general

W SAL

All Jimmy Karam Men’s Stores

Levi 100% Silk Sports Coat. . .

(Available in four colors)

Efi

Sale
$19.99

Reg.
.$85

Levi Action Pants..........

..$30 $10.99

Levi

SUIS, &t Bt o e

$130 $49.99

Levi Poly Wool Sports Coat. .

$115 $39.90!

would always accept God's authority in his
life, that although he has much authority,
he would always go to God for his deci-
sions.”

And Kale prayed ‘‘that the general
hopefully someday would come to know
the Lord."”

Burt translated the youth's prayer into
Portuguese, sentence by sentence, and then
added a prayer of his own,

Tears welled up in the general’s eyes. He
said he was touched by their visit. He in-
vited them back in two days to “‘share with
me about this Jesus Christ."”

The missionary and the youth, along
with Rue, a Brazilian pastor and a couple
of others, returned to the general’s office
at the appointed hour.

The Brazilian gave the general a New
Testament. Rue then talked about faith in
Christ, pausing as his words were translated
into Portuguese.

And Kale talked again with the general:
‘I told him, ‘This is probably the last timc
I'll be able to come to share with you.'
His return flight to Amarillo was that night;
** 'Even though you may be busy. . . if you
really know that you need to accept Christ
into your life, which I hope you do, you
need to do it today, at this moment.' "

The general was asked if he wanted to
receive Christ. ‘*Yes, I would, very much
50,” the general said, noting, he had been
lonely and searching. He prayed his own
prayer for salvation. Several days later, he
made a public profession of faith at Cen-
tral Baptist Church in Campinas.

Kale said- he was impressed that.a
general—someone with so much
authority—would embrace a higher
authority. But Kale wasn't too astounded,
either.

In sharing his faith in Brazil, he en-
countered many people who were “‘just so
hungry to hear the word of God, so hungry
to find what they need in life.”

Letters

(continued from p. 5)
under stress (Mt. 5:3-12). In other words,
we are to follow high standards of proper
conduct using caution and restraint in
speaking and writing. Decorum is doing
the right thing in the right way, right now.
(3) Witnessing. Our priority is witness-
ing, and it deserves our full attention now
at home and next summer at Las Vegas.
Heat thé néw drum'beat! As‘we march
*“like a mighty ‘army” to ‘the'néw healing
drum béat; peace will ¢ome! To implement

Designer Dress Shirts........$28
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Vine's Healing 4étiohs néed not

be an elusive butterfly. Like grandmother’s

biscuit recipe, Southern Baptist leaders can

do the right thing in the right way with the

right ingredients, right now.—Lawson
field, Malvern
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Subscriber Services

The Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine
offers subscription plans at three rates:

Every Resident Family Plan
gives churches a premium rate when
they send the Newsmagazine to all their
resident houscholds. Resident families
are calculated to be at least one-fourth
of the church’s Sunday School enroll-
ment. Churches who send only to
members who request a subscription do
not qualify for this lower rate of 35.52
per year for each subscription.

A Group Plan (formerly called the
Club Plan) allows church members to
get a better than individual rate when
10 or more of them send their subscrip-
tions together through their church.
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Subscribers through the group plan pay
$6.12 per year.

Individual subscriptions may be
purchased by anyone at the rate of $6.48
per year. These subscriptions are more
costly because they require individual at-
tention for address changes and renewal
notices.

Changes of address by individuals
may be made with the above form.

When inquiring about your
subscription by mail, please include the
address label. Or call us at (501)
376-4791, ext. 5156. Be prepared to give
us your code line information.
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Landslide
Victims Fed

TEGUCIGALPA, Honduras (BP)—A
tropical depression that caused heavy rain-
fall and widespread flooding throughout
Central America has been blamed for more
than 40 deaths and has left hundreds of
people homeless.

In Comayaguela, Honduras, just outside
the capital of Tegucigalpa, Central Baptist
Church began housing and feeding 170
refugees Aug. 19. The refugees lost their
homes in massive landslides in the hilly
area.

Southern Baptist missionary Joyce
Harms, reached by phone Aug. 23, said rain
had continued through the night and
church members were expecting more
homeless people to arrive at the church
that day, reported Stanley Stamps, Southern
Baptist missionary press representative in
Honduras. Harms' husband, David, who is
pastor of Central Church, is working with
the national relief organization to help
meet the needs of the flood and landslide
victims.

When the church opened its doors to the
homeless families, the Baptist mission in
Honduras and the Honduras Baptist Con-
vention each released $1,000 to help pay
for food. Mrs. Harms said the feeding pro-
gram was costing between $850 and $900
a day.

Missionaries
Share Flood

DHAKA, Bangladesh (BP)—A Southern
Baptist missionary couple has sought
refuge in the mission guest house in Dhaka,
Bangladesh, ‘as rising floodwaters filled
their ground-floor living quarters below.

Jim and Betty McKinley, from Louisville,
Ky., share the plight of 50 million
Bangladeshis driven from their homes as
three major rivers have overflowed in the
southeast Asian country of 110 million peo-
ple. The homes of other Southern Baptist
missionaries have been virtually untouch-
ed by floodwater.

The McKinleys' living quarters, with
guest rooms rising several stories above,
and administrative offices for the organiza-
tion of Southern Baptist missionaries in
Bangladesh are in a2 compound built less
than 10 years ago on reclaimed lowlands.

Mrs. McKinley has not been outside of
the compound since the flooding began.
McKinley uses a boat he boards in the stair-
way of the guest house to obtain water and
supplies. They have no electricity.

Southern Baptists do not know yet how
they can help the country rebuild. *“What
to do when the water recedes is more than

my mind can manage at this point,”
McKinley wrote.

The Foreign Mission Board plans to send
a human nceds representative to
Bangladesh within weeks to plan im-
mediate hunger relief programs as well as
long-range programs to help the people
recover. The board has authorized the
release of $25,000 in emergency funds,
said John Cheyne, the board’s director for
human needs.

In Dhaka, 20C people have made their
homes in the Immanuel Baptist Church
building. In the area of Gopalganj, Chris-
tians are living on a road north of the town.

More than two-thirds of the nation is
reported to be under water that is rushing
southward to the Bay of Bengal. As it
destroys crops and livestock in its path, it
brings with it rats and poisonous snakes.
People are huddling wherever they can find
dry spaces and are being forced to drink
polluted water.

Robbery
Attempted

COTONOU, Benin (BP)—*‘Jesus held us
up through it all," Southern Baptist mis-
sionary Richard Bartels said after three
armed men shot at him and his wife,
Carmela, during an attempted robbery Aug.
31 in Cotonou, Benin. They were not hurt.

‘‘We're doing fine,'” Bartels said Sept. 2.
“The police are investigating and doing
everything they can to help.”

Mrs. Bartels said the attempted -armed
robbery at her house was the first in Benin
against Southern Baptist missionaries, who
have been there since 1972. The Bartels ar-
rived in Benin in 1981.

Mrs. Bartels said God was watching over
them as the gunmen fired at them during
the robbery attempt. After her husband
refused to open the front door, one gun-
man rammed a pistol through a window
screen and fired, narrowly missing Bartels,
who had backed up against a wall to hide.

Mrs. Bartels hid their only child, Chan-
dra, 7, in a bathroom, while Bartels mov-
ed trunks and heavy furniture against
doors. At one point, Mrs. Bartels flipped on
a light, and as her husband ran to shut it
off, one of the gunmen fired and hit the
closet where he had been standing.

While Bartels continued barricading
doors, the gunmen tried to force open
another door. Two women walking down
the street heard Bartels yelling and sum-
moned the police at a nearby house. The
men left ina car when they heard police
sirens.

When Mrs. Bartels explained to their
daughter that the gunmen wanted money,
the girl said, ‘‘They ought to just count on
Jesus.”
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