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CLARK COUNTY CHRONICLES

Arkadelp

By Wendy Richter

For the St

Back in 1866, the city of Arkads ll-h( \
embarked upon an unusual enterprise
~ownership and supervision of a4 meat
market, ]"lc' sife for the operalion was
the south side of Clinton Stree L oat Sewy
enth. The story of this City Market is
vealed in the minutes of the Arkadelphia
City Council beginning in 1866 mta thy
carly 1870s

'I, \\'l”ll'!‘lvn'll ol the land tor 1
market tothe« ity in 1866 for five dollar
According to City Council minites, on
June 6 of that year, Sam Calle
posed to construct and operate an “up

Wy ey

to-date meat empontam” and then reoener
his capital outlay through free rent His
proposal was approved, However, the
market apparently did not go as well as
had been antic qa-_h«! In \;.”! of 1867,
(..I”‘l\'..'.\ mterests 1o
Willizrs Mathens, who m tum
ferred his v o R
Part of the deal wa e
the city to “clean up the market s

Statford was ¢
perints ndent of th

transferred hie
fran
strineent

A Staffeord

e nent n

d the mtle o Su
Aadket 1 w-ars ol

to have been a Int g suecessin

tan

venture, alwavs promiptis posvang by rent

to the city, However, t vars Lader S W\
Murphy toak ener Soon thengeh the City
Counecil was armn adsertyisme oy o

‘u'\,'!\ Sam Callawas, whe tnateed

ia establishes meat market
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A photo of the City Market described in the article

the whaole comeept, offered five dollars 2 rent stood at ten dollars a month. Ap-

month. The high bid was S12.50 per

month offered by W.C and MLP. Adams.
hee Adames took over in April of 1570,

but remaned for only four months,
\bout o vear passed before the ity

passed omarket regulation called the

<Linghterhouse ordinance” and again
asked for ;Hnlun,c] < This time. Sam Call-
< hrother, WoH. “Big Bill” Calloway.
offered a whopping 31730 per month

MAYTLAY

ard wis made “Supenntendent.” By I8T33,

Robert Wilson was in charge and his

parently, the whole enterprise became
somewhat of a puisance to the eity gov
ernment officials and was eventually dis-
continued

As an interesting part of local lore
connected to the City Market, in 1962
local historian Farrar Newberry wrote
that at the rear of the market house was
a bell.which the eity purchased for twen-
t-five dollars in 1869, The butcher rang
the bell whenever a beef was brought
from the shughterhouse to the market

so people could purchase the freshest
meat for their next meal. The bell could
be heard all over town. Then, when the
city went out of the meat business, the
bell was used as a fire alarm until about
1930. According to Newberry, “the sound
of the old market-firebell is an eerie
memory, as it wakened the people in the-
middle of the night, and made every kid
in town beg his parents for permission
to go to the burning store or dwelling. 1
think I would casily recognize its tone if
it were to ring tonight” The bell was
given to the Chamber of Commerce to
summon members to special or called
mevtings. Newberry also stated that some
believed the bell was later given to Oua-
chita College and placed outside the
schools dining hall to summon students
to their meals. The bell's final destination
remains unknown.

To read local history stories by Farrar
Newberny, see the Clark County Historical
Association’s 192-page book, Through
the Exes of Farrar Newberry: Clark Coun-
tv. Arkansas, To get your copy. or to
learn additional information about Clark
County history, visit or contact the Clark
County Historical Muscum (www.clark-
countvhistorvorg or 230.1360) or the
Clark County Historical Association’s
Archives at the Ouachita Baptist Uni-
versity Libran (wwiwobu.edu/archives

or 245.5332
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