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One layman's opinion
Thoughts on the world's
smallest Bible

Advertising gimmicks come
across my desk tn a large dailypile,
and I must confess that 99 percent
find their way very quickly to the
nearest wastebasket. One of them
escaped the trash heap recently and
has become one of my favorite
"conversation pieces." In fact, 't
has caused me to do a lot of think-
ing at_>o|ut]c the great untapped
potentialoT modern technology for

Dr.Grant changing some of our §>¥-cart
methods for takingthe Christiangospel to billion
people around the world.

"The smallestBible in the world" was brought
to me recently by Juanita Barnett,the Quachita
BaptistUniversitylibrarian. It was printed on a single
piece of clear plastic about the size of a postage stamp.
| held it up to the light and could see a massof tiny
gray spots, and each one was a photograph of two
pages from an open Bible. In this way all 1245pages
of the Bible appearedwithin the space of a postage
stamp. The company which sent this little slide was
using it to advertisetheir microscopic processof stor-
ing bulky library materials in a very small space.

| was told that if all of the millions of books stored
on the 270miles of shelves in the U. S. Library of Con-
gress were reproduced on such slides, they could be
stored easily in six standardfile cabinets! To borrow
an expression from the younger generation, that'sa
thought that will blow your mind.

Duly amazed and impressedb}/1 this remarkable

achievement, | began to consider the significance of
postage-stamp Bibles. Unfortunately, not many peo-
ple carry around 00X power microscopes in their
pocket or purse. But in this day of remarkable progress
IN miniaturization of computers, radios, and televi-
sion sets, the mini-microscopes just might be next.

The bigger question is whether Christian people
concerned with sharing the good newsabout Christ
are really applying the best available'brains to the
task.When | think of the powerfulimpact of the mass
media, especially television, on the attitudes and
thought processes of countless millions of people,
young and old, | shudderat the thoughtof wasted
opportunities. | am afraid we are just scratchingthe
surface of utilizing modern science and technology
for Christian witness and ministry.

To add to an old cliche, if we can put a man on
the moon and the entire Bible on a postagestamp,
surely we can transmitand demonstratethe love of
Christ to 3}2 million earth creatures. — Daniel R.
Grant, President, Ouachita Baptist University
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The editor's page

Are statisticsimportant to a denomination?

Several years ago a prominent
leader of another major denomina-
tion declared "Statisticshave little
importance. Very little is revealed
by their study. We are interested
in quality, not quanity." Today,
inspite of the population increase
of the decades ot the '50'sand '60's,
this group has sustained major
losses. In fact, some no longer con-
. sider them among the numerically

Editor Sneed large denominations of our nation.
This poses several important questions. Has the
attitude of this church had an effect on its numerical
decline? Should we, as Baptists,be concerned about
statistics?If so, under what conditioos are they valid?

We know that God was interested in numbers.
The entirety of the fourth book of the Pentateuch was
devoted to a statisticalreckoning of the children of
Israel. In the New Testament there are records of the
people who were saved. At Pentecost, for example,
there were in one day approximately3000 baptized.
(Acts 2:41.)

A careful study of the Word of God, however,
reveals the same stress is not always placed on
numbers. Neither Acts nor Paul's letters give any

Guest editorial

Always asking

My church is alw.ailsasking for moneyand if it
ever changes there will be two less members my
wife and me.

Please understand there is no indication my
church will change. Every budget is larger than the
year before and every budget provides more for out-
side missions. We increased the Cooperative Program
allocation two years ago and again this year.

Understand, also, | can't call the name of anybody
griping about the frequent reminder we need more
money to match budget needs. We are certain to have
some, however, but maybe ours are a little smarter
than yours. Every pastor, every church treasurer,
finance committee chairman and others involved in
budget balancing knows the gripers are those most
niggardly in giving. Our would-be gripers may not
advertise their sin.

| have been around long enough to learn a thing
or two about church people and their giving. I've
known only one tither who was unhappy with his pas-
tor and his church. | don't have a surveyto prove my
premise but I'm convinced there is almosta direct
relationship between church involvement and Chris-
tian stewardship.

I'll agree it should not be necessary to ever men-
tion the need of money. But, it isa fact of life that you
don't get much without asking.

April 4,1974

particular emphasis on the numerical size of the con-
gregation organized by Paul, Barnabas and others.
Hence, the question, "When are statisticsvalid and
when are they of less importance?”

It becomes clear from the Biblethat for a large
group of churches statisticsare important. Church his-
tory forces this by showing that denominations which
fail to have a world vision will decline and die. For the
local congregation, the number of people in Sunday
School and the number baptized, are extremely
important.

Quite obviously, statisticscan not alwaysbe intere
}tgreted the same for every community or church. Many

actors affect the growth of a congregation. A rural

church In an isolated area may have very few pros-
pects. An inner-city congregation may be affected by
the s‘hlftl.ng of population. A community may be
experiencing an out-migration resulting in a significant
loss of population. In areassuch as these studies can
revealthe changing role of the church in its particular
community.

When tightly understood, statisticsare of great
importance. For our Southern BaptistConvention they
assistus to see what we have been, what we are now,
and our great potential for tomorrow. Aswe look at
the vast number of lost people we can catch a glimpse
of what God would have us to be in the future.

Maybe the church should learn a bit from my wife.
She's been expecting a certain amount of cash each
Tuesday for as manyyearsas | can remember. | some-
times forget but she doesn't. There is a reminder the
next day she wrote a check to balance my oversight —
often a bit more.

How would it be for the church to draw a draft
when members skipped a Sunday? Or impose a

enalty as do others who extend credit? Not practical
ut why not?

And, while on the subject of financing, what about
those memberswho are quick to designate most of
their giving? There's never been a perfect church bud-
get insofaras all membersare concerned. | didn't
get one exactly as | wanted it when | was chairman of
the committee for two years. No two people are apt
to agree on every dollar in any budget if they have
studied it as they should. Instead, each budget is the
bestjudgment of the majority and should have church
support. )

Alwaysasking for money? Be sure for else the
church haslostitsvision of aworld in need,

Quit thatargumentabout God not needing mon-
ey. Nobody ever said He did. Itis His people who need
to get involved and to grow spiritually. Love for Him
demands expression in'money  a little from some,
much from others and a lot from those who have it. —-
Editor John J. Hurt in the"Baptist Standard" of Texas
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I mustsay it!

A S4billion launching pad

(Structure series)

Amos used the market place as
his pulpit. John the Baptist made the
banks of the Jordan his platform.
Paul made the street corners and
prisons his podium. Jesus made the
inexpensive sea shore and desert
his coliseum.

The early church used "space
available" in the catacombs as their
staging grounds. There wasno great
financial overhead for the first 300
years. After that the picture changes
because the Christian faith assumed a global role.

This required the church to become out of the
tombs and set up shop where the people lived,
whether in prisons,tombs, sea shore, ghetto, or the
crossroads of the nations. Great population centers,
complex political mattersand intensely hostile people
were to be confronted.

The structuresof the law, city ordinances, famine
and pestilence, persecution and harassment made
necessary a policy of permanency which the early
church was quick to acknowledge. As a result they
wisely built their own launching pad. Makeshiftand
borrowed facilitieswere no longer satisfactory.

The Southern Baptist churches in America alone
exceeds four billions of dollars. This is more than a
dollar for every person on earth today. These churches
comprise our podium, stage, platform, staging area
and base of operationsfor the eternalgospel of the
atoning blood of our Lord.

Dr. Ashcraft

The president speaks

The phenomenon

In my last article | referred to
our convention as producing some-
1 what of a phenomena in its genius
' and effectiveness. If it isn't unscrip-
tural | would like to dare someone
to come up with anything in history
like the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion. My recent experience of meet-
ing with the Executive Committee
confirmed my confidence in the
processesby which we seek to ac-
complish our tasks.
Work groups or committeesstruggled long hours

Moore

with open and free discussionon any and all matters.

You who may have wondered if mattersare given
proper attentionor just rubber stampedfor the Ad-
ministration can rest assured that matters presented
to the Executive Committee of our convention receive
more thorough study and consideration than 95 per-
cent of the mattersour congregations consider.

It was impressive to see laymen from over the
convention heading committeesand evidencing so
much knowledge and interestin the functions of Our
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There is nothingcheap or inexpensiveaboutthe
blood of Christ nor is there anythingcheap or inex-
pensive about presentingit to others. There is no in-
expensive way to fulfill the Great Commission.

Current  movements, religious fads, passing
notionscan be operatedon makeshiftor borrowed
facilities, but the historic faith, never. Interdenomi-
national, non-denominational and. anti-denomina-
tional people may deplore the establishmentbut the
establishmentowns the launching pad.

Any witness riding "piggy-back" will have dif-
ficulty convincing the stock holders he has a better
idea. Hitchhikers are not normally retained as con-
sultants.Parasites living off the substanceof others,
are in a poor diplomaticstanceto influence world
opinion.

Free loaders never enjoy the privilege of initial
planning. The blossoming Buddhas who brand all
established religions as decadent always find it
convenient for the Bishop to pick up the tab.

Makeshift or borrowed facilities may suffice for a
f[recracker holiday celebration, but it takes an expen-
sive launching pad for a moon shot. First class opera-
tions are expensive and our operation is first class.

Only thosewho are willing to pay the overhead
costs will enjoy unrestricted use of any facility whether
it be City Hall, the Community Park, sea shore, the
school systemor the Baptistchurch. Baptistshave paid
four billion dollars for an unrestrictedplatformand
many of us feel it isworth it.

| mustsay it! — Charles H. Ashcraft, Executive
Secretary.

convention. The prominence of the laymen, including
women and students, and pastors leading our con-
vention was in great contrast to the misconception of
some that the employees run the convention. | have
never been more satisfied that denominational em-
ployees exist to carry out our wishes rather than to
formulate them. Their absence from policy making
was impressive.

An astutestudentof history may be able to con-
firm or refute my impression. My impression is that,
(1) there has never been so much money given with-
out assessment;(2) there has never been so many
volunteers without conscription; (3) there has never
been so much dedication without a "'works" theology;
asisfound in the churches that make up the Southern
Baptist Convention. This is my reason for considering
this to be in the realm of religious phenomenOn.

| wantyou to be a part of some of this impressive
experience which comes my way by virtue of being
Presidentof our Convention. The closest, most im-
mediate occasion is April 9. Robinson Auditorium,
Little Rock, will be the sight of the only Foreign Mis-

ARKANSAS BAPTIST NEWSMAGAZINE



Letters to the editor

Out-of-state church
seeks pastor

Our church hasbeen seeking a pastor
for seven months. To this point tra-
ditional methodsof seeking a pastor
have provided few well qualified
candidates for our consideration.Con-
sequently we are using this letter to the

editor to request recommendations

from Southern Baptists who know of
someonethe Lord might lead to our
church. We would also like to ask
ministerswho feel they might fill the
needs of our church to apply by sending
us a resume and a taped sermon.

La Porte, Indiana is twenty-five miles
from South Bend, Indiana and seventy
miles from Chicago, lll. It has a popula-
tion of twenty-twothousandand ap-
proximately half the population is un-
churched.

Calvary Baptist Church's strengths
include a warmand loving fellowship,
trained and dedicated leadership, an
excellent stewardship record and a con-

cern for ministry and evangelism.

Calvary has one church-type mission
located five miles from La Po/te. The
church and mission are both in full
cooperation with all Southern Baptist
Conventions and Agencies. Her resident
membership is one-hundred and
twenty-eight, which doesn't include
the mission membership. Average Sun-
day School attendance usually runs in
the sixties.

We are looking for a ministerwith
college and seminary degrees and some
pastoral experience.

Salary would be competitive and
fringe benefits would be typical of those
offered by Southern BaptistChurches.
— PatsyR. Thomas, Sec. for Pulpit Com.,
Calvary BaptistCh., La Porte, Ind., (219)
324-9547

Did you know

your church supports 2,538
foreign missionaries through the
Cooperative Program?

The presidentspeaks

sion Board Commissioning service in Arkansasin its
history. Every missionary leader, deacon, young per-
son and pastorfrom our churches would be wise to

make plans to come.

There are, on the average, 334 million of us in
Bible study every Sunday. We average baptizing 8,000
people every Sunday. We give $21.8 million for the
Lord's work every Sunday. | guess we ought "to move

April 4, 1974

Through the years .
"I wasn'tlistening!”

By Ralph W Davis
(12thin a series)

During January
Bible study week, |
taughtthe book of
Colossians at Toltec
Church. At theclose
of the study, Guy
Whitney, the pas-
tor, presented me
with a most gener-
ous check. | said,
"Guy, this is a gen-
) erous honorarium,

Davis but | expected your
church to give twice this much." Guy
replied, "Well, we were intending to
make it twice that much, but you were
just half as good as we thoughtyou'd
be."

Back in the old building, when Mrs.
Malene Hatfield was my secretary, |
was giving dictationone day. She was
a wonderful secretary and proficient in
taking shorthand.| stoppedin the mid-
die of a sentenceand asked her what
| had said. She replied,"l don't know.
| wasn'tlistening." She had taken every
word | had said in shorthandand hadn't
"heard" a word | had said. But it had
gone through her fingertips.

When | told that, Bob Holley remind-
ed us of the definition of a college edu-
cation. Itisthe transferring of the teach-
er's notebookto the pupil's notebook
without going through the brains of
either.

One day a couple cameto get mar-
ried. They were poorly dressed and
had all the appearance of poverty. Cou-
ples back in those days often paid about
$1.00to $1.50to get married. After the
wedding, the man reached down in his
pocketand pulled out a big handfulof
money — pennies, nickels, dimes, quar-
ters, bills — and it all added up to $7.05.
My wife said, "That man didn't know
how much he gave you. You should give
it back." | said,"Oh, no! This s likely
the first time that man has donated
anything to the ministry in a long time."

I saw Ann Taylor of the Arkansas Bap-
tist Newsmagazine office and said, "I

understand your subscriptions have
doubled since my articles staHed com-
ing out," and she replied, "No. as a
matter of fact, we lost 129 subscriptions
thisweek."

. One of the favorite pastimesat Bap-
tist Building coffee break is to build a
fellow up and then puncturethe bal-
loon. One man said to Jim Tillman. "Jim,
you know what I'd do if | were as smart,
good looking, talentedand sweet as
you?" Jim said, "No, what?" The reply:
"I'd go hide."

Nextweek: boiled in coffee.

News About Missionaries

Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. Crockett,
missionariesto Argentina, may be ad-
dressed at General Pedro, Burgos 345
Azul, Buenos Aires. Argentina. He was
born in Memphis, Tenn., and grew up
in Cross County, Ark., the hometown
of his wife, the former Annette Perkins.
Before they were appointed by the
Foreign Mission Board in 1972.he was
pastor of La Junta Baptist Church. Azle,
Tex.

Miss Miriam Willis, missionary to
Yemen, has arrived in the States for
furlough (address: 1518 Kings Hwy.,
Dallas, Tex. 75208).She is a native of
Little Rock, Ark. Before she was ap-
pointed by the Foreign Mission Board
in 1943,she attended Parkland School
of Nursing in Dallas.

Mr. and Mrs. G. Edwin Engstrom,
missionary associates to the Philippines,
have arrived in the Statesfor furlough.
They may be addressed at 713 Chelten-
ham, Everman, Tex. 76140.He is a native
of Little Rock, Ark.; his wife is the for-
mer Jeannette Faus of Monte Vista,
Colo. Beforethey were employed by
the Foreign Mission Board in 1967, he
was a forest ranger, Kaibab National

- Forest, Williams, Ariz.

heaven and earth." That many people filled with the
Spirit could absolutely do anything. This is the reason
the liquor industry, porno-peddlers, gambling syndi-

cates, politicians and the devil get nervous when we

back to him.

get under the burden of something. Something has
to give when this many people "stir up themselves
to take hold of God." Let'sdo it, and lead our nation
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Dr. Ashcraft tells missionaries
associations hold Baptiststogether
ByCarl Overton

Charles H. Ashcraft has told Ar-
kansas' superintendents of missions
that "the associationis the glue which
holds us together." Dr. Ashcraft, Exe-
cutive Secretary of the Arkansas
BaptistState Convention, spoke to the
group at their annual retreat, held
March 11-13 at Beech Springs Camp
near Smackover.

He spoke of the operatingexpenses
of the conventionand said, "There is
no economical shortcut way to do the
work of God. One out of every $5 put in
the collection plates in Arkansas
Baptist Churches gets into the main-
streamof world missions." He added,
"The Arkansas Baptist State Conven-
tion led the Southern BaptistConven-
tion in Cooperative Program per-
centage giving."

Host for the retreat was Conway
Sawyers, Superintendent of Missions
for Liberty Association.

The 20 missionaries and 15 guests
participated in the program built
around the theme "Who has the Ball?"
Registration began Monday afternoon,
March 11, and the program got under
way that night following the evening
meal.

Featured on the program for the first
session was State Convention Presi-
dent Don Moore, pastor of Grand
Avenue Church, Ft. Smith. Moore
presentedplans for the "Spirit of '76"
emphasis now getting under way in the
state. This emphasis is in celebration
of the 200thanniversaryof the found-
ing of our country. Plans presented in-

cluded the formationof an organiza-
tion to be developed state-wide down
to the individualassociationgor the
celebration. Plans are designed to
make celebrants remember the polit-
ical and religious foundations of our
country, with special emphasison the
religious.

Plans for simultaneous revivals in
the spring of '76, a state-wide rally
July 3, 1976,and other emphaseswere
presented by President Moore. The
missionarieswere one of the first
groups to hear of the plans being made.

Sam Pittman, Director of Promotion
and Furlough Ministries,of the Foreign
Mission Board, gave an encouraging
picture of the advance being made in
overseas missions. Southern Baptists
entered the 77th country in 1973 and
probably will enter this year countries
78 and 79. Country 78 will probably be
the Republic of Panama. Work there is
to be transferredfrom the Home Mis-
sion Board. The 79th country will
probably be the Republic of
Madagascar.

The number of appointmentsre
up — the greatestin four years. Co-
operative Program increases in the
states are from 6 percent to 22 per-
cent. However, the dollar devaluation
and inflation has increased the cost of
the work so that $2 to $3 million dol-
larsis needed to stayeven.

Wert Campbell, Consultant in the
Church Training Department of the
Church Services and MaterialsDivision
of the Sunday School Board, described

Officers of the Superintendents of Missionsare Carl Overton, secretary-treasurer;
Robert Tucker, vice president; and James Griffin, president.
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Participatingin the program were James
Griffin .

Paul Wilhelm .

and Lawrence Green.
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Thesuperintendents of missionsjoin in singingas part of their program at the re-

treat.

his job as "to help the churches of this
Southern Baptist Convention which do
not have a Church Training program
decide and start a training program."
He offered his personal services and
that of others in this area to the mis-
sionaries.

The emphasis of Russell Bennett's
presentation was the Convocation of
the Associationto be held May6-10at
RidgecrestConference Center. Bennett
said that there were no set study goals
for the convocation, but that each of
the 32 study groups would formulate

Dr. Ben Elrod (r), vice president for development at Ouachita University,receives

a $5,000capital grant for OBU from J. D. Stokes, district marketing manager of

GulfOil Company.
April 4, 1974

their own statement of their con-
clusions. Five workshops will be con-
ducted at the meeting. More than 1100
participants are expected, according
to Bennett.

Highlight of each of the sessions
were messages by the missionaries.
The five speakers were Elva Adams,
Jimmy Garner, Fred Garvin, Peter
Petty,and Paul Wilhelm.

David Miller led the group in two
periods of Bible study. In a study of
Philippians 2:3 he dealt with humility,
and in a study of the story in Esther4:6f.
he reminded the missionaries present
of the possibilitythat God hascalled us
for "a time like this."

In a brief business period on
Wednesday morning the group decided
to hold the next annual retreat on
March 6-8, 1975, and if possible at
Mather Lodge on PetitJean Mountain.
Wives of the missionarieswill also be
included in the 1975 meeting. State
Convention staffers reporting of their
area of work for the missionarieswere
R. H. Dorris, Missions Department;
Lawson Hatfield, Sunday School; J.
Everett Sneed, Arkansas Baptist News-
magazine; Ralph Davis, retiring Secre-
tary for Church Training; and T. K.
Rucker, Annuity.

OBU will use grant
on science building

ARKADELPHIA Ouachita Uni-
versity has received a $5,000 grant
from the Gulf Oil Foundation, it was
announced by Dr. Ben Elrod, vice
president for development at OBU.

Ouachita officials said the grant will
be applied to the renovation of the
science building. The grant was
presented by J. D. Stokes, district
marketing manager for Gulf.

The capital grant is part of more than
$2.8million that Gulf will distribute this
year to students and institutions of
higher education for a variety of pur-
poses.

The capital grant phase of the
program is an effort to assist insti-
tutions in meeting anticipated growth
requirements, to replace obsolete
buildings and equipment and to expand
services.

Institutions eligible for capital grants
are those which are privately operated
and controlled and which obtain a
major portion of their financial sup-
port from non-tax sources.
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The Southern accent

Inner strength

On a hpt,stifling,
humld&ugust
morning the young
couple stood with
their family and
friends as a kindly
pastor spoke words
of comfort and
committed the body
of their youngson
to the ground in a
lovely memorial

Tucker park setting. They
lingered a while looking at the lovely
floral pieces surrounding and covering
the small grave. Then, heavy of heart
and lonely in spirit, they turned to a
parent's home. In the unremitting heat
the hours of the day passed slowly. Fi-
nally, when the shadows of evening be-
gan to creap across the burial site, our
friends returned to sit a few minutes
by the final resting place of the one
whom the pastor had described as being
so lovely a child that God had chosen
him for His heavenly bouquet.

One by one they looked at the floral
offerings. So proud and erect they had
been that morning! Now all were wilted
— ruined by the hours in the excessive
heat. How their drooping leaves and

Woman's viewpoint

shattered petals matched the spiritand
outlook of the heart-broken young
father and mother! With hardly more
than a warning their son was gone, their
arms were empty.

Then their eyes moved to the central
floral piece. Parts of it, also, had paid
the price demanded by the heat. But not
all. Out of the midstof a wilted back-
ground 12 beautiful white calla lilies
stood straightand erect, undaunted by
the circumstances of the day. No heat
was too much for them. No loneliness
could overwhelm them. There was no
defeat in their stance  only victory.
In the midst of the dead and dying,
they alone lived. Why?

The young father went to where the
lovely callas bore their message. Prob-
Ing into the structure of the piece he
freed one. The secret was made clear.
The stem of the blossom was fastened
in a small vial of water. Through long,
hot destructive hours of the day when
the elements combined to destroy other
beauty, the calla lilies had a source of
inner strength. By it they had lived to
continue their stewardship of purity
and hope. Both mother and father,
hands joined, drew new hope from a
source almost pushed aside by the pres-

As we approach Calvary
ByIris O'Neal Bowen

In the beginning,
when "the Word
was with God and
the Word was God,"
Christ was, even
then, setting his face
toward Jerusalem.
As Christ and his
Father made every-
thing that was made,
did he, as he spoke
a mountain into

Mrs. Bowen existence, know that
some day he would climb a mountain
to give his life?

As man was given his first breath and
rose to his feet in child-like wonder at
the world about him, did Christ know
that some time in the future man would
turn against him, give a testimony of
lies and nail him to the cross?

Christ knew, during his ministry here
on earth, what would happen to him,
once he made his final trip to Jerusa-
lem. He tried to prepare the disciples
for what lay ahead, but they could not
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or would not accept it.

So Christ moved resolutely toward
the cross.. .and as he hung there, peo-
ple were drawn to him. The thief beside
him laid his wicked heart in the
wounded hands of our Lord thatday.

The followers of Jesus knelt about
the foot of the cross, being drawn there
by invisible ties of love that would not
let them do anything but come and
kneel atthe cross.

So it is today. People are still turning
their feet onto the road that leads to
the cross.

A word of witness,a beckoning hand
of loving concern, a deep need for a
new life — these and other pathsopen
onto the great road that leads to Cal-
vary.

Those who have walked that road and
knelt in repentance and faith at the
foot of the cross are those who must
help other travelerswalk, too, the road
that leads to Calvary.

"Kneel at the cross," the -song re-
minds us, "Jesus will meet you there."

sures of grief and futility.

Had not their mastersaid, "t am the
resurrection and life; he that believeth
in me, though he were dead, yet shall
he live: and whosoever liveth and be-
lieveth in me shall never die?" Inner
strength from a living relationship to
Christ.

Your gifts to our college will make us
strong to bear this message. Lawrence
A. Tucker.

Ouachita vocal group
will tour Romania

ARKADELPHIA The Ouachi-
Tones, an all-girl vocal ensemble at
Ouachita University, has been selected
for a three-weekconcert and good-
will tour of Romania to begin May 25.

The tour has been arranged through
the "Ambassadors for Friendship," a
New York-based organization which
has sponsored similar goodwill trips to
Romania in the past.

Mrs. Mary Shambarger, Ouachi-
Tones director, recently received an
official invitation to Romania from His
Excellency Corneliu Bogdan, the
Romanian ambassador in Washington.

Mrs. Shambarger said the group is
currently trying to raise money for the
trip through various projects. She said
a "Mile of Money" drive will be held on
the campus in the near future.

In addition to Mrs. Shambarger,
those who are to make the trip include
Dianne Williams of Warren, Donna
Connelly of Hope, Renee Flowers,of
North Little Rock, Cecilia Overton of
Little Rock, Becky MclInturff of Little
Rock, Kathy Ferguson of Little Rock,
Jo Keah Anderson of Walnut Ridge.

Also, Reeca Williams of Warren,
Holly Elliff of Nashville, Tenn., Karen
Allred of Mountain View, Beverly
Fanning of Malvern, Jan Rogers of
Magazine, Debbie Jones of Little Rock,
Marcia Majors of England, Shawn
Shannon of Little Rock, Terry Miller of
Little Rock, and Crystal Waters of
Medora, Ill.

Revivals

First Church, Carlisle, March 10-17;
Eddie McCord, evangelist, Mark Short,
singer; 21 professions of faith with 17
baptized. Charles Chesser is pastor.

First, Almyra, March 17-24; John R.
Maddox, evangelist, Gerald Lewis,
music; three professions of faith, one
for baptism, two by letter, two for
special service.
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ACT will offer aids
to improve your Acteens

More missionaries than you would
meet in a month of Sundays, helps to
make your organization more exciting,
and lots of fun characterizethe ACT |
meeting at Calvary Church, Little Rock,
May 4. This Acteens Come Together is
planned for seventh, eighth, and ninth
grade Acteens from all over the state of
Arkansas.

If your organization is lifeless or just
doesn't make sense to you this meeting
should help you know "what it's about"
as well as "where it's at." Designed
with the needsof the local organization
in mind, it should inform, inspire and
entertain. Information will be con-
tained in conferences (not lectures) led
by Mrs. Wayne Friday, Mrs. John Ed-
wards, Mrs. Ben Dewbre, Mrs. Clayburn
Bratton,and Mrs. Jim Launius. Inspira-
tion will be supplied by home and for-
eign missionaries: Mrs. Charles Hob-
son, Mrs. Edwin Pinkston, Mr. and Mrs.
Darrel Garner, Miss Amanda Tinkle,
Robert Gross, Mrs. Donald Spiegel,
Mrs. Sam Turner, Tommy Bridges, Rob-
ert Ferguson, Robert Parish, and Fer-
nando Downs.

Special featureswill include a skit
by Martindale Acteens, "I'll Never Go
To Camp Again," and Ron Bohannon,
RA from Kensett, will tell about his mis-
sion trip to Brazil. There will be no long
periods of "settin"' nor any time to
get bored. If your leader hasn't received
material about this event please get in
touch with WMU, Box 550, Little Rock
72203 — Betty Jo Lacy

Arkansanson the Hill
ByTom Logue

SEMINARY HILL,
FT. WORTH, Tex. —
Arkansans, all over
the place, seem to
be doing well at
Southwestern Semi-

nary!
Dr. Charles Ash-
craft, Dr. Tommy

Bridges, and | re-
cen;cly IDlspegt two
profitable days at
Dr. Logue the seminary, with
Dr. Ashcraft speaking in chapel and
each of us interviewing students and
speaking atthe Arkansas banquet.

David and Margie McLemore, UAM,
live in the seminary'strailer, park.
Margie teaches, and David puts in 35
hoursa week in carpenterwork and is
interim pastor at First Church, Troy,
Tex.

April 4,1974

In 1973
Top 25churches in percentage giving

through the Cooperative Program

The 25 churches listed below are the leaders in our statein the percentage of
their undesignated receipts given through the Cooperative Program during 1972-73.
The list is based on the information provided in the 1973church lettersby com-
paring the Cooperative Program gifts with total receipts; it reflects only those two
figuresand not any percentages/oted by the church or reportedin a church

budget.

In two previous issues we have presentedthe leading 25 churches in total
Cooperative Program gifts and the leading 25 churches in per capita Cooperative

Your state convention at work

Program gifts.

Church Association Percent
1. Fulton Hope 46.57
2. Almyra, First Centennial 28.83
3. Elaine Arkansas Valley 24.16
4. Lonoke Caroline 23.55
5. Pulaski Heights, Little Rock Pulaski 22.70
6. Wilson, First Mississippi 22.46
7. Camden, First Liberty 21.78
8. Crossett, First Ashley 21.47
9. Gentry, First Benton 21.08
10. Stephens, First Liberty 20.09
11. Paragould, First Greene 19.46
12. Siloam Springs, First Benton 19.13
13. Leachville, First Mississippi 19.12
14. Immanuel, Ft. Smith Concord 19.06
15. England, First Caroline 19.04
16. Malvern, Third Central 18.83
17. Osceola, First Mississippi 18.80
18. Calvary, Batesville Independence 18.69
19. Levy, North Little Rock North Pulaski 18.61
20. Des Arc, First Caroline 18.50
21. Charleston, First Concord 18.12
22. Carlisle, First Caroline 18.04
23. Hamburg, First Ashley 17.97
24. Smackover, First Liberty 17.93
25. Earle Tri-County 17.84

Gary and Sandy Smith, Tech, live in
an apartmentnear the seminary.Gary
works on the staffas youth directorin
a local church and Sandy looks after
their young one.

Dan Robinson, Tech, lives in Ft. Worth
Hall. Dan has been driving a school bus
but now sells carpets atJ. C. Penney. He
finishes his M. Div. this spring. Dan,
Gary, and David all have served as local
and state BSU presidents.

Jim Elliff, OBU, also lives in Ft. Worth
Hall, and is still quite active in revivals.
He will be living in Little Rock this sum-
mer and working with his brother Bill.

Bill Hogan, ASU, is president of the
Arkansasgroup, also lives in Ft. Worth
Hall, and did a good job in planning
and presiding atthe Arkansas banquet.

Jim Heflin, CAM, is finishing hisTh.D.
and is interim pastorin Ft. Worth. His
wife Wilma (Hamm), UAM, also attend-
ed the banquet.

| chatted briefly with Glen Nichol-
son at the banquet. The lasttime | had

seen him he was a serious philosophy
major at ASU.

John and Liz Johnston, UAM, have
servedin the westwith the Home Mis-
sion Board and are interested in return-
ing. We talked to them about Utah-
Idaho.

The Trozy Barkers, OBU, were nice
hosts to Dr. Ashcraft, Dr. Tommy
Bridges, and me while we stayed at Ft.
Worth Hall.

Steve Boehning, UALR, and wife
Susan,SCA and BaptistMedical Center,
were at the banquet also. Steve is serv-
ing as Youth Director at BirchmanAve-
nue Church in Ft. Worth.

Danny Bryant, UAM, introduced me
to his fiancee from New York.

| sawMike Butler,HSC, on an earlier
trip and visited in his and Judy's home.
Judy is a graduate of SSC.

Harold Elder from Tech was also at
the banquet.

(To be continued next week)
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Economic change on benefit investments

Economics is a field where most of
us have relatively little formal educa-
tion, but where practically all of us gain
some practical experience.

The housewife may not understand
all of the workings of our national
economy, but when food prices in-
crease she understands the necessity
for selective shopping. My wife is very
skilled in that area, for which | am
deeply grateful.

In food shopping | am a novice, and
| readily yield to the superior knowl-
edge of my wife in the supermarket.

I am also grateful that | can call upon
experts in the area of investmentswho
understand that area of economics
far more than | ever would.

Recent changes in our nation's
economy resulted in sharp increases
in interest rates.| do not understand
all of the reasonsfor these changes,
nor does my prophetic ability enable
me to predict the ultimate result. There
are factors involved which | do not
understand completely and over which
| have no control.

| do, however, have an alternative.
Many of these factors,when properly
utilized, can work to my benefit.

During one of these recent periods

Church Training
Room for 5000!

The Robinson Auditorium, Little
Rock, can accommodate 5000 at the
State Youth Convention on Friday,
April 12. The younger youth, grades
nine and below, will meet in the Ex-
hibition Hall, lower floor, and this hall
has been remodeled and will accom-
modate 2500.The older youth, grades
10 and above, will meet in the Music
Hall, main floor, and this hall will care
for over 2500.

The youth and their leaders should
plan to attend one convention through-
out the day. By switching from one con-
vention to the other, you will miss
something important and hear some-
thing else twice. The same events,
except Speakers' Tournament and
Bible Drill, will take place at both con-
ventions.

Planto arrivein LittleRock in plenty
of time to be in your meeting place by
10 minutes before 10. Each convention
will begin promptly at 10a.m. Plan to
remain until the close of the meeting
at 7:15 p.m. The youth and their leaders
cannot afford to miss the evening
commitment service from 6:00-
7:15 p.m. —Ralph W. Davis
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of economic change, the investments
committee of the Foundation rein-
vested $200,000 of trust funds. The
funds had been in an investment
bearing 5 percent interest, which had
been just a temporary arrangement
because of some other circumstances.

The funds were then placed in
several other safe and secure invest-
ments which will yield 8h percent in-
terest or more.

The Foundation and its staff and
directors cannot control the nation's
economy, nor can they always predict
in which direction the economy may be
going. However, they can be and are
sensitive to such changes and are able
to quickly take advantage of oppor-
tunities that present themselvesin im-
proving the investmentportfolio of the
Foundation.

Knowing when and how to utilize
these factors to the greatest benefit
for the kingdomof God is partof the

responsibility of the Foundation.

Through its directors it has the ex-
perience to make maximum use of
those factors and to discharge that
responsibility. —Roy F. Lewis, Acting
Executive Director

Men's meeting
cancelled

It hasbeen necessaryto cancel
the BaptistMen's Meeting sched-
uled atTabernacle Church on April
8. This meeting was primarily for
Pulaski County and the Central
Arkansas area. The program had
been planned by Robert Hall, As-
sociational Director.

The cancellation was necessary
due to a conflict with the appoint-
ment service of the Foreign Mis-
sion Board. The meetingwill be
rescheduled at a later date. —C.
H. Seaton, Director, Brotherhood
Department

Did you know
the Cooperative Program must
be adopted by the majority of
Southern Baptist messengers just
like your church budget must be
adopted?

The eSouteern

There is a connection
BylJim E. Tillman

Recently The Arkansas Baptist News-
magazine listed the top 25 churches in
Cooperative Program gifts in 1973. |
could not help but notice that everyone
of these churcheswere involvedin the
Ouachita-Southern Advancement Cam-
paign.

This list presents those with the largest
gifts in dollarsto the CooperativePro-
gram and the amount pledged to the
Advancement Campaign.

Church Amount pledged
1. Immanuel, Little Rock $ 250,000

2. Pulaski Heights, Little Rock 44,500
3. Ft. Smith, First 70,000
4. West Memphis, First 50,000

5. Grand Avenue, Ft.Smith 40,000
6. Blytheville, First 33,000
7. Pine Bluff, First 100,000

8. Springdale, First 24,000

9. Camden, First 30,000

10. Park Hill, NLR 100,000

11. Crossett, First 28,000
12. Central, Magnolia 40,000
13. Paragould, First 23,000

14. Baring Cross, NLR 36,000

15. Hope, First 23,000
16. Jonesboro, First 40,000
17. Central, Jonesboro 27,000
18. Calvary, Little Rock 60,000
19. Geyer Springs, Little Rock 33,000

20. Levy, NLR 25,000
21. Benton, First 27,500
22. Harrison, First 20,500
23. Life Line, Little Rock 25,000

24. South Side, Pine Bluff 40,000
25. Searcy, First 16,400

Total
| see a connection in the area of total
Stewardship.

First graduate
of new seminary

LITTLE ROCK, Ark. — James Edward
Eller Jr., Noblesville, Ind., became the
first graduate of Mid America Seminary
in ceremonies March: 13."He received
the masterof theology degree. B. Gray
Allison, seminary president, awarded
the diploma, and LaVerne Butler, pastor
of Ninth and 0 BaptistChurch in Louis-
Ville, Ky., was the commencement
speaker. The seminary, which meets in
Olivet Church began classes about a
year and one-half ago. Enrollment has
now grown to 105.
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