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CLARK COUNTY CHRONICLES

CCHA to highlight county’s

earliest and

By Wendy Richter
For the Siftings

Later this month, the
Clark County Historical As-
sociation will present a liv-
ing history program fea-
turing some of Clark Coun-
ty’s carliest and most dis-
tinctive citizens. Among
the characters making ap-
pearances will be “Abner
Hignight,” portrayed by
Mecks Etchieson; “Jacob
Barkman,” portrayed by
Bob Thompson; “Rebecca
Barkman,” by Charlotte Jef-
fers; and “George W. Feath-
erstonhaugh,” by Steve
Hennagin. The public is
invited to meet these and
other historical figures by
attending the free living
history event to be held at
the historic Rosedale Plan-
tation Bam on Old Military
Road beginning at 2:00
p.m,, Sunday, October 30.

Abner Hignight moved
to the arca shortly after the
beginning of the nineteenth
century. According to leg-
end, Hignight traveled
southwest from Missouri
into Arkansas along the
primitive path that was lat-
er called the Southwest Trail
or Military Road. Hignight
cventually settled along that
road, about two miles west
of Hollywood. In 1823, af-
ter the U.S. land office
opened in Washington,
Arkansas, he acquired land
on the Terre Noir Creek
where the road from Hol-
lywood to Antoine crosses
the stream today. It is be-
licved that he built a sizable
log home there shortly
thercafter and lived in it for
the rest of his life. Hignight
served on-Clark County’s
first grand jury, with court
held at the home of fellow
pionecr Jacob Barkman.
Court records indicate that
Hignight played an active
role in the area’s initial de-
velopment, since he was
also appointed to *lay out a
road from Barkman’s by
James Bryan's store to Ja-
cob Wells" and from the
Terre Noir to the Little Mis-
souri River.” According to
Hignight's son, Abner ad-
vanced the area’s develop-
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ment in other ways as well,
For example, he brought
the first seed com to Clark
County from Louisiana. As
time went on, Abner Hig-
night became “moderately
prosperous” as he amassed
almost 300 acres. Among
his holdings was a field
which contained a large
salt lick, which provided
salt for the farm’s cows.
Previously, buffalo fre-
quented the place. Pe:

that is what drew Hignight
to the location, for he was
best known as a buffalo
and bear hunter.

One man who met Hig-
night was George William
Featherstonhaugh, who vis-
ited Arkansas and Clark
County in the early 1830s.
Featherstonhaugh actually
spent a night at the Hig-
night home, and described
Abner’s preparations for a
bear hunt: “His dress con-
sisted of a hunting jacket
and leggings made of skins
tanned by himself. He had
a¢cap made of skin, a girdle
around his waist, in which
were stuck his hatchet and
butcher knife, and a rifle
weighing sixteen pounds

on his shoulder. He used
two pack horses to carry In-
dian comn for their subsis-
tence and some necessary
articles for himself, and to
bring back the returns of his
hunting. The most impor-
tant part of his retinue con-
sisted of eight dogs which
he valued very highly and
especially the older ones, on
account of their great sagac-
ity and prudence.” His ap-
pearance and personality
must have been quite strik-
ing, for another man, writ-
ing in 1904 about Hignight,
described him as “a great
curiosity to those who did
not know him,” and “a
rough diamond of the first
water.”

For additional informa-
tion about the living histo-
ry program on October 30
or other Clark County his-
tory matters, visit or contact
the Clark County Historical
Museum (www.clarkcoun-
tyhistory.org or 230.1360)
or the Clark County His-
torical Association’s
Archives at the OuacHita
Baptist University Library
(www.obu.edu/archives or
245.5332).
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