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You’ll be glad
to know...

by Don Moore.

. . .Our color is show-
ing! What a joy it has
been to spend a lot of
time driving over the
state in recent days.
The annual associa-
tional meetings and
revival engagements
have all fallen in that
time of the year when
Arkansas dons her
most dazzling robes of
color. I've crossed all
the mountain areas and many flat lands, too.
Enjoying the immediate scene has but whet-
ted my appetite for what will be around the
next bend. It has been a pretty, but perhaps
not gorgeous fall. It seems the summer
drought has robbed the trees of some of their
resourcefulness, and yet, they are beautiful.

The hickory has displayed its dazzling
yellow and the maple its reds, but in some
areas the common and lowly sassafras has
outstripped them all. From bright reds to
deep purple and from brilliant yellows to rich
burnt orange, the sassafras has been center
stage in some areas.

My mouth opens widest and my breath is
held longest, not over a single specimen, but
by the overall picture with the contribution
that each makes to the larger landscape.

Arkansas Baptist are like their trees. In-
dividually striking and different, they are col-
lectively a work of art that reflects the grace
of the master artist. Some may be more ob-
vious in their gifts, abilities, or opportunity,
but they are all essential to the overall
picture.

It behooves us to consciously work at ap-
preciation of God's workmanship as it is
reflected in others. Shallow and narrow is the
person who cannot appreciate the depth
and commitment of a person different from
them.

God must have expected variety, or he
would have cloned us. With same parents,
same background, same spiritual gifts, the
same training, the same convictions and
same opportunity, we would make up one
large spiritual landscape, probably of dull
grey. As with spiritual gifts, God has ordain-
ed our variety. We need to appreciate the
fact and enjoy one another.

I've met people from many states who
have come to share in our fall foliage display.
1 would hope that the true colors of Arkan-
sas Baptists would cause folk to want to
come and share our spiritual scene, as well.

Don Moore is Executive Secretary/Treasurer
of the Arkansas Baptist State Convention.
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Food and fellowship

Virginia Kirk and Jane Purtle

Wedding receptions

“On the third day there was a wedding at Cana-in-Galilee. The mother of Jesus was
there, and Jesus and his disciples were guests also.” (NEB)

That long ago wedding reception in Cana-in-Galilee where Jesus, his mother, and
disciples were guests, was the scene of one of Jesus miracles. More refreshments were
needed and he solved the problem. Any modern day person who has been in charge
of a reception will tell you that there is a great deal of careful preparation and organiza-
tion necessary to prevent such an occurrence.

A wedding reception is a special time to minister to a church family by our atten-
dance and love. The families of the bride and groom are often just getting acquainted
and need our presence to promote fellowship among them and their guests. Special
hosts and hostesses need to be appointed to make certain that strangers and out-of-
town guests are made welcome.

A reception in the church fellowship hall is often the choice of the couple rather
than going elsewhere. Ferns and greenery spaced around the room with chairs ar-
ranged in conversational groups rather than rows will turn the room into a hospitable
area.

For years traditional food has been a bride’s cake, groom's cake, punch, coffee,
nuts, and mints. We are seeing a change in this because of the long time between
the ceremony and reception while the necessary pictures are being made. The cakes
cannot be cut until the bride and groom are there and the guests get weary as they
wait in line. The solution is an attractive table of pick-up food. Guests can mix and
mingle as they munch on fresh vegetables with a dip, home-made mints, tiny finger
sandwiches, cheese and crackers, pickle slices, and perhaps small cookies.

Cakes are becoming less traditional. Spice cakes, yellow cakes, banana-nut cakes,
and even chocolate cakes are being used rather than the usual white for the bride’s
cake. As one bride said, “Why do | have to have a white cake? | like chocolate’

This simple mint recipe will make many mints. They economical and require no
special equipment. They also make a good Christmas candy when colored dark green
and decorated with a pecan half.

Simple mints

1-Ib box sifted powdered sugar
1 egg white (beaten)

1 teaspoon vanilla

1 heaping tsp. white shortening
3 drops oil flavoring

(peppermint,cinnamon,etc.)
food coloring

Combine egg white, milk, vanilla, oil flavoring. Add sugar and shortening and mix
thoroughly. Add coloring and extra powdered sugar or milk to make the right con-
sistency to roll into a small firm ball. Arrange the balls on waxed paper and press
each ball with tines of a fork. Practice will determine the size of the mints you want.
Let stand until firm. Pack in tins between waxed paper. May be frozen for months.

Virginia Kirk, professor emeritus at Arkansas College, is a member of Batesville
First Church. Jane Purtle is on the staff at Christian Counseling and Teaching Center

in Syria, Va. They have enjoyed cooking together for years.

Internship program taps ministerial experience

Experienced ministers, who are “potential-
ly some of our greatest teachers,’ will be
brought together with selected seminary
graduates in a new Mentor Internship pro-
gram developed by The Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary.

Walter C. Jackson, director of supervised
ministry studies at Southern Seminary,
believes the mentor internship arrangement
will strengthen the bond between church
and seminary while enhancing the practical
preparation of Southern Baptist ministers.

Under the program, graduate interns, pre-
screened by seminary personnel, will func-
tion for two years as full-time staff members
in qualified places of ministry.

In turn, churches or denominational agen-
cies agree to provide the minister with pro-
fesional supervision, learning and ministry
resources and an atmosphere of challenge
and support.

Additional information about the program
may be obtained from Jackson at Southern
Seminary. E
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Arkansas all over

people

buildingi

by Millie Gill/ABN staff writer

Gearl Dean Spicer

is joining the staff of
Geyer Springs First
Church in Little Rock
Nov. 20 as minister of
education and ad-
ministration. He is
coming to the Little
Rock area from Del
City, Okla., where he
has completed six
years of service on the
staff of First Southern

Spicer

Church. A native Arkansan, he attended
Westark Community College and is a
graduate of both Oklahoma Baptist Univer-

sity and Central State University in Edmond,
Okla. He and his wife, Cynthia Kay, have a
daughter, Ashlev Dawn. Mrs. Spicer is a
graduate of Oklahoma Baptist University.

Ken Martin

began serving Nov. 6 as pastor of Vista
Heights Church in Hot Springs. He was
associate pastor of the Rector Heights
Church in Hot Springs.

Keith Mathis

resigned as pastor of Luxora First Church
Nov. 6 to become pastor of Potosi Southern
Church in Potosi, Mo.

Boxley Church

has completed a building improvement pro-
gram that included the installation of sanc-
tuary carpeting, extension of the choir loft,
instaliation of literature storage cabinets and
the building of two class rooms and a pastor’s
study.

Strong First Church

observed Great Day in the Morning Oct. 30
with a building program emphasis. Members
gave, in cash, $128,000 to be applied on
construction costs of a $200,000 sanctuary,
the third phase of the church’s building pro-
gram. An adult education building,
fellowship hall, office complex and children’s
building have recently been completed and
paid for at a cost of approximately $350,000.

briefly

Hughes First Church

will recognize its deacons in the 11 o'clock
worship hour Nov. 27. The deacons, their
wives and widows of deceased deacons will
be honored at a 7 p. m. dinner Nov. 29.

Conway Emmanuel Church
ordained Jim T. Douglas and David Randall
Kelley as deacons Oct. 23.

South Side Church
in Pine Bluff ordained Johnny Palmer to the
ministry Oct. 30.

Piggott First Church
ordained Loy Culver to the ministry Oct. 30.

Brinkley First Church
men's fellowship committee, in observance
of Royal Ambassador Week, hosted a

breakfast Nov. 5 for RA members and their
fathers.

Southwest Association

highlighted the history, achieved goals and
future plans of churches in its annual
meeting Oct.13 at the Waldo Church. Car-
roll Caldwell, director of missions, presented
slides of each church, in addition to their in-
dividual reports.

Arkansas Baptist Women challenged at Camp Paron retreats

A growing eagerness among Baptist young
women was quickly sensed by one attending
Baptist Women retreats Oct. 27-29 at Camp
Paron.

The 260 participants listened intently as
Mary Frances Baily of Birmingham, Ala., led
them in group studies that challenged them
to grow daily through disciplined Bible study.

A new dimension in missions came
through sessions led by Connie Anthony,
missionary to Jerusalem, and Judy Garner,
serving in Malawi. Questions popped up
from every area of the conference room as
women sought to learn about vast cultural,
political and religious differences .

Women asked about ways of ministering
to foreign missionaries and were challeng-
ed to minister to MK’s attending schools in
Arkansas. Visits in homes, birthday cards, let-
ters and telephone calls were given as ways
of weaching out.

Margaret Perkins of Birmingham shared
ways that National Baptist and Southern
Baptist women could join in their work.
“Your state is among those that is growing
in this work,and | challenge you to continue
in this, so that great things will continue to
happen in this cooperative effort,” she said.

Dorothy Hickey of Little Rock, a former
missionary to Brazil, and Tommie Selph of
Benton added musically to sessions.

Ina Miller of Mountain Home, state
BW/BYW committee chairman, expressed
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Concerns for missionaries and armed forces in Grenada and Lebanon, the missionary
birthday prayer calendar and devotionals were cabin prayer session emphases when
Baptist Women of Arkansas met in retreats at Camp Paron Oct. 27-29.

her appreciation for commitments to in-
depth Bible study and missions education
leadership made during the three days.
Nell O’Bryan, WMU director for Otter
Creek Church in Little Rock, shared her ex-
citement in seeing more Baptist women
seeking missions education involvement.

“How exciting it is,* she said, “to be a WMU
director who only has to correlate the work
and see women eagerly waiting to serve!’

Millie Gill is a staff reporter and photo-
grapher for the Arkansas Baptist News-
magazine.
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