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One layman's opinion 

Ancient rivals 
'Celebrate ·Life' together 

Dr. Grant 

Would you believe that Baptist 
students from ancient rivals Oua
chita Baptist University and Hen
derson State College are making 
beautiful music together? 

Such was the case recently in 
Arkadelphia when the Collegiate 
"Giorta" Singers under the direc
tion of Don Edmondson in the First 
Baptist Church of Arka'delphia, 
presented the religious musical, 
"Celebrate Life," at a Sunday eve-

ning worship service. I thought the performance was 
unusu,ally meaningful for several reasons . 

In the first place, the singers were Henderson 
and Ouachita students from both sides of the famous 
ravine in Arkadelphia that separates the two college 
campuses. Tension still gets a little high during foot
ball and basketb~ll seasons when the Tigers and Red
dies engage in a little friendly athletic competition, 
and a certain amount of purple and red paint has been 
known to fly in opposite directions. It is great to see 
this modern· example of th~ reconciling power of the 
Christian faith, even to the extent of blending together 
Henderson and Ouachita voices in musical Christian 
witnessing. 

In the second place, the performance took on 
special meaning because it presented the Christian 
life as a genuine celebration rather than as day-to-day 
drudgery and monotony. There was excitement in 
their singing and in their spoken words, especially 
when they sang and shouted, "He is alivel· He J.ialive!" 
As one who still loves the old songs, I do not "dig" 
some of the contemporary music, but I am convinced 
it is communicating the Christian gospel to young 
people, and that is the important thing. 

These Ouachita and Henderson students will be · 
going to Florida together during the spring holidays 
- riding on the Ouachita bus, and they will have an 
interesting story to tell to the thousands of vacationing· 
students on the beach who may o,r may not know 
Christ as Saviour. It is the story of the Christ who over
comes all human barriers, even the paint-strewn bar
rier between rival college campuses! 

· I should know. Quite a few years ago I met my 
future wife on the Henderson campus. - Daniel R. 
Grant, President, Ouachita Baptist University 

Have You Heard About 
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The editor's page _________ _;__ ______ _ 

Price of an extra week of racing 

Editor Sneed 

"My business is always down 
during the horse racing season," 
declared a Little Rock businessman. 
An average day of horse racing 
costs the bettor's over $200,000 
in losses. It has been estimated that 
at least $70,000 per day comes out 
of Arkansas pockets. This would be 

· $420,000 for the extra week of rac
ing had the Governor not vetoed 
the bill which had passed both 
Houses. 

The money is undoubtedly the least important 
item involved in the extension of the Hot Springs rac
ing season. It is beyond anyone's ability to estimate 
the damage produced by gambling. 

There are many factors which produce gambling 
in our state. Each of us must accept responsibility to 
an extent, for obviously it can only occur when there 
-is a lack of public interest in getting rid of it. As Chris
tians and citizens we could have an important impact 
if we were to emphasize the actual and potential re
sult of this blight to society. 

It appears that the general conditidns which al
low legalized gambling are the lower moral standards 
of some of our people, as well as a materialistic socie
ty. It is argued that horse and dog racing produce large 
amount of tax revenues. 

When the over-all social effects are viewed, how-

Church on Sunday Night 
One of the most important emphasis Southern 

Baptists have had in years is our two-year theme "The 
Church: the Sunday Night Place!" 

In recent years church attendance on Sunday 
evening has been difficult to maintain. There are 
numerous reasons for this problem. First, there has 
been an increase in activities of many of our people. 
These church members excuse themselves from the 
night service by saying "I have been so over-worked 
this week I simply haven't had time to be with my fam
ily until now." 

Second, the popularity of television has deterred 
some from honoring the Lord with their presence on 
Sunday night. Any realistic consideration of the fact 
would place the blame on individual Christians rather 
than on the TV industry. We should remember that a 
basic law of good programming is to place the best 
at the time when there is likely to be the largest view
ing audience. 

Finally, people often go out for Sunday afternoon 
activities - visits, entertainment, or trips with every 
intention of returning in time for church, but they 
become so involved that they never get back. 

The results of this Sunday evening absence is self
evident, as it often affects the total spiritual health 
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ever, it is extremely doubtful if this is true. Gambling 
is a disease which develops greed, dishonesty, and 
deprives individuals, who, through their p·assionate 
endeavor to gain something for nothing, become a 
me_nace to the whole community and whose crimes 
cost more than the increased revenue gambling taxes 
produce. It is clear that losers are often driven to theft 
and other crimes to live or to continue their gambling. 

The $70,000 daily minimum which leaves our state 
lowers the standard of living for many families. Much 
of this money should buy food and clothing for ne
glected children . 

Any comprehensive police report will reve~l the 
increase in crime due tb gambling in our or any other 
state. It has often been stated that gambling has led 
to control of law enforcement agencies by profes
sional gambling interests. 

Even the casual reader of tl"\e Bible knows that 
greed affects man's relationship with both God and 
his fellowman. In Exodus 20:17 we read "Thou shalt 
not covet . . . anything that is thy neighbor's." Further
more, covetousness keeps men from treating their 
neighbors as they would wish to be treated. (See Matt. 
7:12- the golden rule.) 

Specifically, we should express our appreciation 
to our Governor for vetoing the bill extending the 
horse racing season. It is also important that we let 
our legislators know in clear terms that we do not 
desire any extension of the horse racing season. 

of a Christian. Church members may have very little 
knowledge of Biblical doctrine, church history, Chris
tian ethics, or the demands of stewardship and evange
lism. 

At this strategic period in our history it is, indeed, 
fitting that we strengthen our congregations with an 
emphasis of increased attendance for Church Training 
every Sunday evening. 

The importance of Church Training can be seen 
as one realizes that here church membership and 
leadership training are provided. Many of our pastors 
and denominational leaders had their first in-depth 
study, as well as their initial speaking opportunities 
in Church Training. 

At best, the hours one spends in formal study of 
the Bible and church related subjects are very small. 
If one attended all regular weekly opportunities, it 
would be only five hours per week, as compared with 
40 hours at work or an average of about 42 minutes 
per day in religious training. 

"The Church: the Sunday Night Place!" promises 
to help greatly in meeting our need for training and 
worship. Let's pray and work to make this thrust 
breathe new life into our churches. 
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I must say ill 
Jesus and capital punishment 

Dr. Ashcraft 

· The highest function of ,pun
ishment is achieved when it be
comes rehabilitative, corrective and 
redemptive. Punishment of a purely 
punitive nature serves little in the 
structure of our . problem-ridden 
world (Heb. 12:5-11.) 

. The death penalty leaves many 
unsolved problems as well as no 
death penalty. The death penalty 
does not admit to any further at
tempt to rehabilitate the criminal. 

The death penalty is admitting failure by any 
means to render the criminal ever to be restored to 
society. This supreme form of punishment has been 
used to protect the worthy citizens and with the hope 
that it may become a factor in deterring potential crim
inals from such acts as may merit capital punishment. 

The Supreme Court uses the words "cruel" and 
"inhumane" . to describe capital punishment while 
these terms are hardly equivalent of the treatment 
the innocent victim sustains. 

There is nothing sweet, tender or merciful either 
in the crimes which rate capital punishment or in the 
condition the victim finds himself. Governor Wallace 
and Senator Stennis have been subjected to some
thing closely resembling cruel and inhumane treat-
ment. · 

Many great legal minds favor the death penalty 
with its many avenues of appeal as a deterrent for 
those contemplating rape, murder and a life of habi-

tual violence. The death penalty could become cor
rective, rehabilitative ;3nd redemptive upon a prospec
tive criminal, certainly not to the man already exe
cuted. This is questioned by many. 

The intense evangelical Christian can assumebut 
one position in regard to this matter. Here it is. The 
Christian can assume no other position than the hope 
of the total rehabilitation of the criminal and restora
tion to society. 

The grace of God is sufficient for any human soul, 
deranged or otherwise. Christ has tasted death for 
every man and miracle-working redemption is his 
very special specialty. A comprehensive effort on the 
part of all inyolved in the process could be effective. 

The effort in terms of expense, time, ski ll s and 
patience would be astronomical. It is to be 'doubted 
that busy America is willing to pay that price to restore 
criminals to society. It is doubtful that even many 
Christians can see the value of the broken souls under 
the heavy sentence. 

While this article has settled no problems in re
gard to capital punishment I predict 'that there will 
be great sweeping reforms in the whole penal system 
in America. I believe good people are sick of the 
present crime. colleges called penitentiaries we are 
operating at heavy expense to the taxpayer with such 
poor results. When the answer is found it will incorpo-. 
rate the philosophy and methods of Jesus. 

I must say it! - Charles H. Ashcraft, Executive 
Secretary. 

Open forum - equal space ______________ _ 
Another dimension to the abortion problem 

The article on abort ion which 
appeared on the Editor's Page Feb. 22 
has certainly served the purpose of an 
editorial piece because it really 
stimulated my thinking. I agree with 
some points, but I differ with others. 

recent Supreme Court rufing- to place 
the burden upon the conscience of the 
mother. 

concept of respons ibl e ·chi ld -bear ing 
within marriage is still valid, and so is the 
idea that one of the reasons that sex 
outside of marriage is irresponsible is 
that a child may be an innocent victim. 

First, I would agree that abortion 
should be readily allowed in cases 
involving danger to the li fe or physical 
health of the mother, high probability of 
fetal deformity (or serious genetic linked 
disease), or rape ·or incest. 

However, I am not willing to advocate 
ironclad laws which totally forbid the 
termination of pregnancy for any reason 
except these. There may be instances 
where the more loving, Christian act 
would be to terrrlinate the process 
which leads to birth. (I do not feel that 
all abortions can be lumped together as 
se lfi sh or irrespon.sible acts.) Each case 
would have to be decided on its own 
merits. This may be the outcome of the 
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Even before the relaxing of legal 
prohibitions, doctors have warned of 
gui lt being a result of abortions. I cannot 
comprehend abortion being without ·an 
emotional price. Surely the decision 
Caf1not be made lightly by a woman who 
remembers that first faint sti rrin g of life 
within her. But, then, the typical 
abortion patient is pregnant for the first 
time (and unmarried,) according to 
stat istics from the Population Reference 
Bureau. · 

Perhaps this factor can suggest an 
alternative to abortion. Certainly no 
Christian would advocate 
irresponsibility in any area of li fe, but we 
back off when it comes to teaching 
young people (and adults, for that 
matter) that bringing new life ' into the 
world is not a chi ld 's game .. The Bib lica l 

I 

Responsibility exercised before a child 
is conceived would certainly be 
preferable to abortion. Perhaps the 
energies of Christians would be better 
used in this direction. -A Baptist 
laywoman, Little Rock 

Bishop Eugene M. Franks, 
Methodist bishop of the Arkansas 
area, will be the speaker for the 
annual luncheon meeting of the 
Christian Civic Foundation, March 
19, Second Baptist Church, Little 

· Rock. 
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Letters to the editor----=--------
A protest to FCC 
· Note: A copy of this letter to the FCC 

was sent to the ARKANSAS BAPTIST 
NEWSMAGAZINE for publication. 

Director 
Federal Communications Commission 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

Dear Sir: 
I am writing you as a concerned 

citizen and parent regarding what is 
being produced over Television both in 
programs and advertisement. Frankly, 
I'm sick of seeing and hearing foul and 
profane language, · and sex · in nearly 
every program and in such 
advertisement as the sexy teeth, ·sexy 
hair, and sexy automobile. 

I know that I need not call your 
attention to Federal Communication 
Commission Rules and Regulations; 
Sections 13:66; 13:67, and 13:68; but I 
call your attention to them anyway to 
ask what has happened to the 
enforcement of these? Only about six 
years ago, a friend of mine had his 
license suspended for one year for 
violation of the above mentioned 
sections. 

I know also that these who are 
performing on the various shows and 
the advertisers are not licensed 
operators, but I also know that at the · 
·station controls there are licensed 
operators who are responsible for every 
transmittal going through that station, 
and the Federal Communications 
Commission is also responsible . 

Our air-waves are not nearly as 
polluted with smoke, smog and fumes as 
they are with unnecessary, 
unidentifiable, superfluous 
communications: obscene, indecent or 
profane words, language or meaning. 
. Very often I hear a plea to "clean up 
America." I'd like to suggest that it begin 
with cleaning up television programs 
and advertisement. -Kenneth Hull, First 
Baptist, Gray Summit, Mo. 

A successful school 
We have just completed a fine Lay 

·Evangelism School. I have felt for some 
time the key to a thorough plan for 
evangelism must. be the use of the 
individual C:hristian. 

The week of Feb. 4-8 we followed the 
plan in the leadership materials for a Lay 
Evangelism School. The number of 
persons attending was most gratifying. 
Those participating equalled 33 p~rcent 
of our average Sunday School 
attendance. On night four, the visiting 
night, we were blessed with two 
professions of faith by-adults. 

We are using the · study leaflets and 
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letters to follow up these two new 
Christians. We are also using the growth 
booklets in our continuing activities 
manual to help our trainees continue to 
grow in witnessing. 

We did not use outside leadership. I 
had attended a leadership school in 
McGehee a year ago and taught our 
own school. I heartily recommend the 
pastor to teach his own school, if his 
abilities allow him to teach. -Thomas G. 
Darter, Pastor, Portland Church 

Reaction to Conference 
The annual L~adership ' Conference 

for work with National and Southern 
Baptists at Camp Paron Feb . . 23-24, was 
alii could have hoped and expected it to 
be. 

The theme "The Biblical Basis of 
Cooperation/' was helpful to me since 
I'm a layman, and I'm sure the ministers 
and ladies felt the same boring down 
Biblical fact that "There is neither Jew 
nor Greek, there is neither bond nor 
free, there is neither male nor female; 
for we are all one in Christ." 

Other reports a.nd· pictures will, no 
doubt, present what actually took place 
as best it can be put in print, but, please 
p.ermit me to give one or two personal 
reactions. 

As was stated, it is time that pastor and 
layman alike need to realize 'that the 
laymen would do well to show some 
agression in this field, in and through 
our churches. The pastor's throat can be 
cut with one easy blow of the knife but it 
takes a little longer to cut the throat of 
us laymen. 

The matter of prejuduce had best be 
faced honestly and without delay. We all 
have it. And it works. on both sides of the 
coin, both black and white. 

The time may be here that some of us 
laymen throw ourselves, unreservedly, 
into a study and effort to help correct 
this situation which is probably the 
biggest problem and opportunity facing 
the church today. -John H. Miller, 
M.D., 415 Hospital Dr., Camden, Ar. 
71701 

New place of service 
I have moved from First Church, 

Hardy, to Lulu Church, Senath, Mo. I 
was at Hardy two years and two months. 
. . . We have been on the field two 
weeks· here and the Lord is blessing real 
good. 

I hope to be able to keep up with the 
work in Arkansas, thanks for letting me 
be a part of work. -Leonard Williams, 
Rt. l, Box 171, Senath, Mo. 63876 

Staff changes 
Bob Ebersold has resigned as pastor of 

First Church, 'Lavaca, to accept the 
position of minister of evangelism with 
First Church, Penascola, Fla., where he 
will work with Pastor Jim Pleitz, a former 
p~stor in Concord Association. During 
his three years at the Lavaca Church he 
led the members to build a new 
auditorium and start a bus ministry. 
Ebersold served in numerous positions 
in associational work. 

Ebersold Stoddard 

E. A. Stoddard is now serving as pastor 
of First Church, Tuckerman. He comes 
to the church from the pastorate of First 
Church, Columbus, Kans. He also has 
served churches in Missouri and 
Oklahoma, and was pastor at Perryville 
from 1967 to 1971. He holds the B.A. and 
M.A. degrees from Kansas State College. 

Stoddard and his wife, Earline, are the 
parents of four children, including twin 
boys. 

Kelly Dickson is the new pastor of 
Northside Church, Charleston. He 
recently returned from Alaska, where he 
was pastor of t.he Kenai Church and 
president of the Alaska Baptist 
Convention. 

Dickson, a native of Texarkana, has 
attended Ouachita U riiversity and 
Southwestern Seminary. He is a 
specialist in work with young adults, and 
has been assisting with educational work 
at Trinity Church, Texarkana, where he 
and his wife and daughter were 
members before moving to Charleston. 

Preacher available 
Bill Cook, Mountain Home, a pastor 

for 32 years, has retired and is available 
for revivals and interim pastorates. His 
service includes the pastorate of Trinity 
Church, . Blytheville, and his last 
pastorate was Island View Church, St . 
Charles, Mo. 

He may be contacted at' 516 College 
Place, Mountain Home, or through 
Charles Stanford, pastor of East Side 
Church, 624 East 9th Street, Mountain 
Home. 
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Members of the two congrPgations fellowsh ip at the 
opening session of the JOint Bible study 

Don Harbuck, (center) pa,tor of Fir,t Soutlwrn Church, 
introduces Garland Coodwtn, c hc~irm.m of deacon Jt his 
church, to Aaron McCf'hf>l', cll.Hrmc~n ot deac m at fir t 
'VJitl)nal Baptist Churc."h 

Black and White churches hold 
joint Bible study and fellowship 

El Dorado's two First Churches, one 
National and one Southern Baptist, 
jointly sponsored a study in Galatians 
using David George, pastor of First 
Church, Stuttgart, as instructor 

The study opened with a fellowship 
period and study session at the National 
Baptist Church on Sunday afternoon, 
and succeeding study sessions were held 
in the Southern Baptist Church Sunday 
through Wednesday evenings. Scss1ons 
were conducted after a fellowsh ip 
supper 

Annual Parent's Day 
scheduled at Ouachita 

ARKADELPHIA - Ouachita Baptist 
University will host its annual Parent's 
Day program, Saturday, March 10. This 
will be an opportunity for the parents of 
attending students to visit the campus, 
view the facilities available to the 
students, and talk to members of the 
administration and faculty , 

The activities will begin at 1:30 with 
registration in front of Grant Hall. Events 
of the day will also include 
entertainment by the Singing Men, 
informal discussion periods, 
refreshments, free time to tour campus 
facilities, a complemenary dinner, and 
the Miss OBU pageant. 

The pageant will be held at 7 p.m., in 
Mitch ell Auditorium. 
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E. A. Porch ia, pastor of the First 
Nat ional Baptist Ch urch, reports the 
JOintly sponsored Bible study c1s "the 
most encouraging event conducted by· 
Baptists in the area m recent year~." 

Don B. Harbuck, pastor of First 
Southern Baptist Church, writes that 
"the spirit of the meeting was excelle"nt, 
and Dr. George did a superb job in 
teaching." 

According to Robnt f"erguson, 
Director of Work wi th National Jnd 

Deaths ____ _ 
Aden J. Hickman, 68, Little Rock, died 

Jan. 27. He was a deacon in the 
Woodlawn Church. He was the father of 
James W. Hickman, pastor of Northside 
Church, Monticello. 

Richard Davis, Ft. Smith, 94, died Jan . 
24. He was a member of First -Church, 
Magazine. 

David Michael Thurmon, 17, El 
Dorado, died Jan. 26. He was a member 
of Marrable Hill Ch.urch. 

S. E. lull, a Baptist preacher for more 
than 70 years, died Jan. 26 at Pine Bluff. 
He was 94. He was twice pastor of First 
Church, Pine Bluff, and taught ' Bib le at 
William Ca rey Col lege. 

Southern Bdptiqs 1r1 Arkamas, '"th1' tvpc 
of Baptist cooperation is moq <'S,I•ntt<ll 
to our pro • ress 1 n Race Rclat" Hls For 
here thl' Chri. ti,m b hi-. conduct end~ 
forth the m ·~ a~~' of Chri t's revel an(<' 
to our 11rn.: ht>re the reconc d1ation of 
God's love IS demo. 'Ira ted in J n area of 
tension When Bapti t chur<.he conduct 
tht>m~elve 111 .1 manner of mutual 
wncern ,111d re pect for all the people of 
th(· tnrnmunity, they provide moral and 
ethical lcadersh1p for other institutions 
and individuab in the comrnunity." 

Spring enrollment 
at Ouachita up 

ARKADELPHIA- Ouachita University 
has announced a 1973 spring enro llment 
of 1,461 students. 

This figure includes 434 freshmen, 326 
sophomores, 238 juniors, 283 seniors, 61 
graduate students, eight post-graduate 
students, 50 specia l st ud e nts, six 
extension students in l'ylontice ll o and 55 
extension students in Little Rock. 

There are 23 international students at 
Ouachita, as well as students from 28 
states outside of Arkansas. Of the 
Arkansas students, there are 68 out of 75 
counties represented. 

The student body is about 51 percent 
male and 49percent female. 

According to OBU Registrar Frank 
Taylor, this semester's total enrollment 
shows an increase of 101 over the spring 
semester last year. 
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Attention annuitants 
The Arkansas Baptist State 

Convention recently passed a 
resolution which might provide a 
tax savings to you if: 

1. You are an ordained minister, 
and 

2. Your income is such that you 
pay income tax each year. 

The Internal Revenue Service 
has ruled that a retired, ordained 
minister can have a portion of his 
retirement income designated as 
"housing al.lowance," thus 
excluding it from reportable 
income for tax purposes. Of 
course, you would be subject to 
prove the amount exclu.ded was 
used for housing expenses. (These 
expenses can include mortgage 
payments, rent, upkeep expenses, 
utilities, etc.) 

The resolution your State Con
vention passed allows you to have 
up to one-third of your benefit 
from the Annuity Board excluded 
as house allowance. This does not 
increase you annuity, but saves on 
the tax you pay. Your monthly 
check ·will not be changed, but a 
different amount will be reported 
to Internal Revenue Service at 
each year-end. - T. K. Rucker, 
Annuity Secretary 

Shirley Tucker is 
interim BSU director 

Miss Tucker 

Miss Shirley Tuck
er, a native of Pyatt, 
is serving as interim 
Baptist Student Di
rector at College of 
the Ozarks and 
Arkansas State Uni 
versity -· Beebe 
Branch . 

She is a graduate 
of the University of 

·Arkansas where .she 
was active in the 

Baptist Student l!.lnion. During her 
senior year she was part-time worker 
on the staff of the Baptist Student Cen

. ter. 

Watch For 
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From the churches _ _ _ _ _ _ ___ _ 
New Hope Church, ~onoke, ordained 

William C. '~' Bill" Park a deacon in a 
service held Feb . 4. Park is Sunday 
School superintendent for the church. 
He is married and has three children . 

observance was Stanley Cooper, a 
former pastor., The present pastor is 
Tommy G. Cupples. 

Emmanuel Church, Hot Springs, will 
have dedication services for their new 
educational building March 11, 
beginning at 2 p.m . Open house will be 
held from 3 until 4 p.m. R. H. Dorris, 
secretary, Missions ·Department, 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention, will 

Park Hill Church, Arkadelphia, has 
celebrated their 20th anniversary. The 
church was organized Jan. 25, 1953, from 
a mission started by Second Church. 
After a ·revival was held there were 48 
charter members. The church now has 
295 members. Featured speaker for the 

. be the featured speaker. 

Doctrines of the faith 
Christian assurance 

Dr. Millikin 

By jimmy A. Millikin 
Southern Baptist College 

Is it possible for one to know that he is saved? According 
to the Bible it is not only possible, but one should have this 

·assuran<;e. We are admonished to make our "calling and elec
tion sure" (2 Peter 1 :10.) One book of the New Testament was 
written for this purpose (I john 5:13.) To know that one has 
been accepted by God is what w: T. Conner calls the "normal 
Christian experience" (Christian Doctrine, p. 219.) 

Nature of Christian assurance 
Christian ·assurance is the conscious awareness that one 

has been accepted by God. It is a personal, experiential rela
tionship with God . In the salvation experience one comes to 
know God (John 17:3; II Tim . 1 :12,) and to be known by God 
(Gal. 4:9.) Salvation in the Christian sense is a conscious trans-

action. We are conscious that our sins have been forgiven and that we have entered 
into fellowship with God (I John 1 :3.) Christian assurance understood as a con
scious relationship with God is characterized by several elements. Joy, peace, love, 
and hope results from this new relationship with God (Acts 8:8; 13:52; RofTl. 5:1, 5; 
8:24.) 

Loss of assurance 
Some feel that if a person is really saved he will always know it. However, both 

the New Testament and Christian experience indicate that it is possible to be gen
uinely saved but still have no clear and definite consciousness of one's acceptance 
with God. John's First Epistle was written so that those who believe might know 
that they have eterna l life (I John 5:13.) This clearly implies that a person might be 
a genuine believer but for some reason be made to doubt his salvation. If this were 
not so then the primary purpose for I John is meaningless. · . 

There are a number of reasons why 1 person might not be sure of his salvation. 
It is possible to be confused by false teachers (cf . Gal. 1 :7; I John 2:26.) Sin will break 

. our fellowship with God and rob us of assurance (I John 1 :7.) Sometimes a lack of 
assurance results from an inadequate understanding of the ground of our forgive-
ness in the atoning work of Christ (cf. Gal. 3:1-3.) · 

Way to assurance 
l.f a person lacks assurance, how does he obtain it? The following suggestions 

may be helpful. 
First, assurance comes by way of knowledge. "Faith cometh by hearing," the 

Bible says (Rom. 10:17.) In order to have assurance ·one needs a kno"VIedge and 
understanding of the fundamental things ir;~ salvation. Especiarly does he need to 
know that .Christ has made fu ll provision for our sins and that we are saved through 
faith. 

Second, assurance may be gained through examination. Peter tells us we are 
to make our "calling and election sure" (2 Peter 1 :10.) John tells us how we may 
do this . In his First Epistle he lays down three tests which we should apply to our 
Christian experience to see if it is genuine. (1) There is the moral test. Are we trying 
to obey Christ . (I John 2:3-6)? (2) There is the social test. Do we love our fellowman 
(I John 2:9-11; 4:7 ff.)? (3) There is the doctrinal test. Do we believe that Jesus is 
the Christ (I John 5:1ff.)? 

Third, assu'rance comes through surrender to Christ as Lord. We must h-oI d 
nothing back. Deliberate and willful disobedience usually brings doubt about one's 

.. relationship to God. Complete surrender brings assurance. (cf. John 7:17.) 
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Your state convention at work ______________ _ 
Top 25 churches in percentage giving 
to Cooperative Program in 1972 

The 25 churches listed below are the leaders in our state in the percentage 
of their undesignated receipts given through the Cooperative Program during 1971-
72. The list is based on the information provided in the 1972 church letters, by com
paring the Cooperative Program gifts with total receipts; it reflects only those two 
figures and not any percentages voted by a· church or reported in a church budget. 

In two previous issues we have presented the leading 25 churches in tota l Co
operative Program gifts, and the leading 25 churches in per capita Cooperative 
Program gift~. 

Church 
1. Fulton 
2. Almyra, First 
3. Elaine 
4. Wilson, First 
5. Lonoke 
6. Gentry, First 
7. Crossett, First 
8. Osceola, First 
9. Camden, First 

10. Stephens, First 
11. Pulaski Heights 
12. Sparkman, First 
13. Star City, First 
14, Malvern, Third 

Association 
Hope 
Centennial 
Arkansas Valley 
Mississippi County 
Caroline 
Benton County 
Ashley County 
Mississippi County 
Liberty 
Liberty 
Pulaski County 
Carey 
Harmony 
Central 

15. West Memphis, First Tri-County 
Caroline 
Mississippi County 
North Pulaski 
Benton County 
Arkansas Valley 
Independence 
Arkansas Valley 
Caroline 

Percent 
42.55 
35.67 
23.80 
23.61 
23.28 
22.21 
20.70 
20.62 
20.45 
20.44 
20.44 
20.12 
19.56 
19.42 
19.29 
19.28 
19.00 
18.74 
18.53 
18.46 
18.39 
18.31 
18.09 
18.07 
18.02 

16. Carlisle, First 
17. Leachville, First 
18. Levy 
19. Pea Ridge, Fi 'rst 
20. West Helena 
21. Calvary, Batesville 
22. Helena, First 
23. Des Arc, First 
24. Union 
25. Harrison, First 

Liberty 
Boone-Newton 

-Roy F. Lewis 

Between parson and pew 
The use of I and we in outreach 

By Velma Merritt 

Have you ever 
been around the 
person whose favor
ite subject was "me 
and mine"? He 
monopolized the 
conversation with 
his tales of personal 
accomplish
ments and those of 
his fa m i I y . He 

Mrs. Merritt topped everyone 
else with something 
he or his had done. 

Most of us think highly of ourselves. 
However, to effectively reach out to 
the lost community we must be able to 
channel I, we, and our in the proper 
directions. 

We can almost always use our own 
personal testimony in witnessing with 
the emphasis on what the Lord has 

done. 
We should justifiably be proud of 

our church and her activities. 
We can share personal experiences 

of the Lord's working in our church, 
our family, or our lives. 

To over use a good thing, however, 
in outreach is disastrous. 

If a person has extremely severe per
sonal problems, he probably wi ll not 
be interested in your experiences re
gardless of how good they sound unti l 
he can receive some help w ith what 
he considers his immediate need. This 
type person might want to say, "Don't 
tell me about your God if you can't 
help me with my problem." 

Some of you are extremely interested 
in reaching out to take a part of church 
to those confined to their homes. Your 
object is to bring the joy of Christ to 
other lives. Unless you are careful, you 

Brotherhood 

Concerned Baptist men 
should attend meeting 

Are you concerned about the 
unsaved, the sick, the aging, the 
preplexing moral problems or the many 
other mission needs? If so, you will 
certainly be interested in attending both 
sessions of the Baptist Men's Meeting. 

The meeting will be held on Friday, 
March 16, at First Church, Little Rock . 
The first Session will begin at 2.p.m. with 
registration. 

At least four conferences ori mission 
activities will be held at the afternoon 
session. 

Glendon McCullough will close the 
afternoon session with a messa.ge, 
"Baptist Men as a missionary." Dr. 
McCullough is Executive Secretary of 
the Brotherhood Commission. His 
mission background qualifies him to 
lead men in mission activities and as a 
missionary. 

Supper will be served at 5.:19 p.m. The 
cost is $1.75 per person. Reservations are 
necessary. Make your reservations for 
the . supper and have a period of 
.fellowship . 

The evening session w ill begin at 6:44 
p.m. with a musical program. Music will 
be directed by Wallace Ferguson, 
Minister of Music, Eagle Heights 
Church, Harrison. 

The evening session will feature 
testimonies by Dr . Joel Collins, 
Fayetteville and Ron Barrentine, Beebe. 

Glendon McCullough will bring the 
second message on "Baptist Men as 
Missionaries." 

The closing message will be by Baker j . 
Cauthen, Executive Secretary, Foreign 
Mission Board. 

Good singing and special music will 
be a feature at each session. For 
fellowship, food, mission information 
and inspiration, and a spiritual up-lift 
attend every session of the Baptist Men's 
Meeting. Bring your wife if you like . 
-C. H. Seaton, Director 

will discover that when they start talking 
about their aches and problems you'll 
start ta lking about yours also. Instead 
of feeling joyful with the love of Christ, 
they feel worse when you leave for 
they not only have their own problems, 
but you've added yours to them. 

Paul the apostle shows us through 
his writings how he used his personal 
experiences to be a witness. Persor:al 
accounts are much better than some
thing you have heard about but have 
not experienced. 

We do need to be extremely con 
scious of the Lord's leadership in using 
personal references, however. 
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Woman's viewpoint 
Supper time, and the cooking is easy 

By Iris O'Neal Bowen 

When one of our 
presidential hqpe
fuls won his place 
in the White House 
advocating . a chick
en in every pot, a 
lot of mothers must 
have groaned, for 
much pre-prepara
tion was involved in 
getting a chicken 

Mrs. Bowen ready for the pot. 
Most chickens were 

the barn lot variety and had to be 
caught, killed, plucked, cleaned and cut 
up before potting time, and this often 
involved more ·than you might suppose. 
For instance, the only hen I ever killed 
got up squawking and flew the scene of 
the crime and was retrieved only after 
an embarrassing chase two blocks up 
the street. 

Why, picking a chicken is so out of 
date that feather pillows cannot be 

found in the stores, and anyone sent to 
pick a chicken for supper heads for 
the food store to se lect a nice, plump, 
cut-up, plastic boarded, fi lm wrapped, 
fryer. A trip by the "shake and bake" 
display, a stop for frozen french fries 
and soon a good supper is on the table. 

What do the cooks of America have 
to complain about? We have so many 
"table-ready" foods, frozen dinners, 
and hamburger helpers, I feel like a 
hypocrite if I fuss about preparing a 
meal. And I might tack on this thought: 
Don't whine about food costs going 
up if you are willing to shell out the 
extra money it takes to buy those 
quickie meals! 

When my brood sat down to the 
table, t_he meal they downed in 15 
minutes had taken me a good hour and 
a half to prepare, not counting the pot 
of beans . that had simmered on the 
back of the stove for three hours. 

I counted on an hour for assembling 

... . For Worship ... For 
Training ... For 

Fellowship 

"CHURCH: the Sunday Night Place" is more than just a theme. It's a 
plan ... a dream ... an emphasis which is designed to strengthen everything 
our churches are attempting to do on Sunday evenings. 

The plan in brief 
The "CHURCH: the Sunday Night Place" emphasis is a promotional ef

fort for church training during a sixteen-month period. 
• june-July-August, 1973 wi ll be months of preparation, en listment of lead

ership, training leadership, secu,ring materials, and planning for the com
ing year. 

• September, 1973 will be a month of intense emphasis on "CHURCH: the 
Sunday Night Place." This promotional effort is centered on a concen
trated emphasis during September. 

• October, 1973 - September, 1974 will be months of follow-through ef
fort. Monthly emphases -on a smaller sca le will allow a church to susta in 
throughout the year the effort begun in September. 

Free help for the churches 
In early April, a brochure entitled "Here's Help for You To Make 

CHURCH: the Sunday Night Place." will be mailed to all pastors and church 
training directors in Arkansas. This brochure contains a mailback form for 
requesting free guidance materials for this emphasis. This includes a Church 
Guidebook. 

If you want to do something significant to strengthen your total Sunday 
evening program, return the reply form and become involved in this con
certed effort to make every "CHURCH : the Sunday Night Place" ... for wor
sh ip ... for training ... for fellowship. 

March 8, 1973 

a pie from bottom crust to meringue. 
Now I do well to prick the crust of the 
frozen variety before I slide it in the 
oven. 

And it is im'possible that the plate 
(or bucket) of delicious fried chicken 
we sometimes sit down to came home 
in a sack from one of the many chicken 

. houses springing up all across town. 
Yep, ch icken houses have changed, 
too! 

"Who's that coming in my door right 
here at supper time, and me with noth
ing cooked?" 

"It's just us kids, Mother, and don't 
worry. We brought McDonald's ham
burgers." 

Life is real good, sometime~, isn't it? 

Personalities named 
for music conferences 

NASHVILLE Personalities for 
Church Music Leadership Conferences 
at Ridgecrest, N.C., and Glorieta, N.M., 
Baptist Conference Centers this summer 
have been announced by William j. 
Reynolds, secretary of the church music 
department of the Southern Baptist 
Sunday School Board. 

The Ridgecrest conference will be 
held July 1-7 and the Glorieta 
conference july 19-25. Lavonn D. Brown, 
pastor, First Church, Norman, Okla., will 
be pastor for the Glorieta conference 
and Charles Fuller, pastor, First Church, 
Roanoke, Va., for the Ridgecrest 
conference. 

Glorieta's program also . includes -
Walter 0. Dahlin, San jose, (Calif.) State 
Coll ege, as chora l clinician; Donald P. 
Hustad, Southern Seminary, Louisville, 
Ky., as choral ~onductor; and Randall 
Veazey, concert art ist, Foley, Ala., as 
guest soloist. 

The program at Ridgecrest is 
composed · of Elaine Brown, choral 
clinician, Philadelphia, chora l 
techniques; Hustad as choral director; 
Warren M. Angell, Oklahoma Baptist 
University, Shawnee, as conference 
choir director; and Veazey as guest 
soloist. 

John W. , Peterson, composer and 
conductor from Grand Rapids, Mich., 
and Ralph Carmichael, composer from 
Hollywood, Calif., will be . featured 
guests at the conference centers for a 
choral reading session. Peterson will be 
at Glorieta and Carmichael at 
Ridgecrest. 

To make reservations write Ken 
McAnear, manager, Ridgecrest Baptist 
Conference Center; Ridgecrest, N.C., 
28770, or Mark Short, manager, Glorieta 
Baptist Conference Center, Box 8, 
Glorieta, N.M., 87535. 
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Morgan predicts government 
regulations on pension plans 

NASHVILLE (BP) - The president of 
the Southern Baptist Convention 
Annuity Board predicted here 
government regulations will be enacted 
this year covering private pension plans, 
possibly including those offered by 
religious denominations. 

Speaking to the SBC Executive 
Committee, Darold H. Morgan of Dallas 
said it was impossible to say yet what the 
nature and extent of such regulation 
would be. 

He said failures in a number of private 
pension plans in industry and in labor 
unions has focused legislative attention 
on the need for regulation. 

Since the Annuity Board, which offers 
retirement protection f.or SBC pastors 
and for church and denominational 
workers, is fully funded, it may be less 
affected by such regulation, Morgan 
continued. 

"Fully funded" means the board holds 

What is 

Child Care 

Arkansas Baptists gave 
young people a chance 

It takes time for a flower to grow from 
a tiny seed to a beautiful bloom. 
Although the potential is there from the 
beginning, all seeds do not develop into 
beautiful flowers. 

Last week was one of the finest I have 
had in quite some time. Two 
experiences made the week very special 
for me. Two young men, former 
residents of the Children's Home, came 
by "just to say hello." 

What a blessing it was to visit with 
them - to hear their experiences, to 
share the excitement of their 
accomplishments and their hopes and 
dreams for an abundant future! I was 
not surprised to learn that I was facing 
two productive young citizens, for their 
potential for such a life was recognized 
years ago. Their potential just needed 
acceptance, encouragement, discipline, 
time, and a healthy climate in which to 
develop. Arkansas Baptists gave them 
this chance. 

I recall that · many hours of devoted, 
caring staff time and professional 
services were invested in the lives of 
these young men. While at the 

sufficient funds in trust for its 
participants and annuitants to assure 
them of retirement inco'me based on the 
amount of money they have contributed 
to a retirement program. 

According to Morgan, the 
· government will be primarily interested 
in "vesting" and "portability" of 
retirement plans. 

"Vesting" means the person 
participating in a retirement plan has a 
right in the funds which are being put 
up in his name toward retirement, funds 
which will remain his throughout the 
future. 

"Portability," according to the 
Annuity Board president, means a 
person changing places of employment 
carriers his accruing pension rights with 
him as he moves from one job to 
another, and does not risk losing them 
by making a change. 

oneliJrd 
onemJssJon 
one people 

Children's Home, each had discovered a 
great deal about themselves and their 
feelings and learned about the reality of 
people and things. Both of them were 
exposed to Christian living and· caring. 
They found people were not only 
concerned about them, but extended 
this caring attitude to their families, 
regardless of their limitations. One 
recalled that we· made arrangements for 
him to visit his mother who was irl 
prison. 

I was impressed with the firm living 
faith in God that both shared with me. 
Their faitb had its beginning years ago, 
was nurtured along, and was expressed 
with such maturity. Each had found their 
Christian faith to be relevant to the times 
and sufficient to handle life's problems. 

Fond memories of caring people who 
helped and encouraged them to 
become themselves - and gave them 
·time- were expressed. 

If no one had cared, they might have 
become "flower children," but instead, 
they are God's children, standing tall 
and erect! "Inasmuch as ye have done it 
unto one of the least of these my 
brethren, you have done it unto me." 
-Johnny G. Biggs, Executive Director, 
Arkansas Baptist Family and Child Care 

·services. 

The Ouachita-Southern Advancement Campaign 

Unfinished business 
By jim E. Tillman, Director 

In the business meeting of your 
church this month, you will hear the 
moderator ask, " Is there any uni fished 
business?" This question has different 
meanings to different people. Many feel 
this is another wa.y of saying the meeting 
is coming ·to an end, while others 
consider this a ti me to bring up "again" 
that pet project that seems to have been 
ignored. In reality, this is a time to bring 
to the attention of the body any phase of 
work that is in need of emphasis. 

Nothing is more thrilling to a pastor or 
moderator than for the people to 
express interest in the Lord's work in the 
church business meeting. It puts a new 
spark in the usual proceedings. 

Many churches are considering a very 
important matter of unfinished business 
in their monthly business meetings. It is 
the Ouachita-Southern Advancement 
Campaign . This is a venture in which 
every church wants to become involved. 

The motives for bringing up this 
unfinished business are clear. "We want 
to have a part in this far reaching 
endeavor. Our church is proud of her 
cooperative ministry. 'Finishing the task' 
is a part of the Christian character." 

In a business meeting of the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention in November, 
1970, the Ouachita-Southern 
Advancement Camp a i g n w .a s 
unanimously approved . This matter is, 
therefore, being brought to you r 
attention because it is unfinished 
business. 

I am looking forward to the day that 
we can report, "the Advancement 
Campaign Business is finished." When 
all our churches are participating and all 
pledges honored, we can say humbly 
but proudly, to the glory of God, "there 
is no unfinished business." 

HOLY LAN D AND EUROPE 
May 31-June 14 - $999 (Italy, Greece, 

Egypt, Lebanon, Israel)- Optional 7-day 

ext. (Switzerland, France, England) -

$299. Experienced Leader - Special 

Features- Write Today: Dr. Robert Stagg, 

O.B.U. , Arkadelphia, Ark. 71923 
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Correction 
(Percentages were incorrect last week) 

Summary of 1972 Southern Baptist Convention statistics 
This is a final report on SBC statistics for 1972. A report of projected figures was carried in the Dec. 21 issue. 

Churches 
Baptisms 
Church membership 
Ongoing Sunday School 
Enro llment 
Ongoing Brotherhood 
Enrollment 
Ongoing WMU Enrollment 
Ongoing Church Music 
Enrollment 
Ongoing Training Union 
Enrollment 
Total Receipts 
Total ·mission gifts 

Baptist work secure 
in most of Vietnam 

RICHMOND (BP) - Southern Baptist 
missionaries report that the Vietnam 
cease-fire has stabal ized security in most 
areas where they · work, but that 
Communist violations of truce terms 
have directly threatened at least one 
Baptist congregation. 

James F. Humphries, m1ss1onary 
associate, says that on the morning the 
cease-fire was to become effective, Ai 
Lien Baptist Chapel nei'lr Bien Hoa was 
taken over by the Viet Con g. 

Bien Hoa is approximately 20 miles 
northeast of Saigon in the Southern part 
of South Vietnam. · 

The congregation felt that at last, 
without fear, they cou ld gather in 
fellowship and love, and they gathered 
to offer prayers of thanks for a long
awa ited peace, Humphries continues. 
Their peace did not last long if, i·ndeed, 
it began at all. 

Three hours after the 8 a.m . cease-fire, 
lay pastor Dinh Ngoc Chau, his wife, 
their seven children, and a group of new 
converts were startled by Viet Cong 

· so ldiers who surrounded the chapel. 
The troops ordered the Sout h 

Vietnamese flag lowered, and in its place 
the VietCong flag raised: 

The commander of the VC to ld the 
congregation, "We are the new peace 
team for this area. We have come to live 
with the people. You wil l stay here and 
not leave. From now on you obey us." 

The "peace team" b lew up the bridge 
behind them as they left to claim other 
areas for the VC, hoping to prevent the 
people from escaping, Humphries says. 

Despite · threats and orders not to 
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1972 1971 
34,534 34,441 

445,725 409,659 
12,067,284 11,826,463 

7,177,651 7,141,453 

454,272 451,538 
1,125,641 1,137,586 

1,173,004 1,088,980 

2,044,445 2,106,855 
$1,071,512,302 $975,272,939 

$174,772,885 $160,546,250 

leave, the little group of Christians made 
their way over rough terrain to South 
Vietnamese soldiers on a nearby hillside. 

· Once again they had become refugees 
of war in their country- when war had 
supposed ly ended. 

At last report, Humphries says, lay 
pastor Chau and the pastor · of his 
mother church were on their way back 
to Ai Lien to see if the VC had vacated 
the area. 

"The chapel was started by the Faith 
Baptist Church of Gia Dinh near Siagon 
during a time of war," Humphries 
reflects. "The question now in the minds 
of the people is, will it survive the 
peace?" 

While Humprhies was reporting that 
the members of Ai Lien were trying to 
return to their chapel, Lewis Myers of 
Danang, in the other extreme of 
Vietnam was reporting optimism about 
peace. 

"The cease-fire is beginning to take 
hold . in almost every province. 
Inspection teams are on the spot now. 
We will just trust the Lord and wait and 
see," Myers says. "One thing for sure is 
that we will have two or three months of 
spreading the gospel to many areas 
where we have not been before." 

Myers relates that the cease-fire has 
already a llowed him to travel to two 
villages in Quang Tin Province. His first 
stop was at a village just south of 
Danang. 

"We have had no witness there, but 
about a year ago I went for a one-shot 
Bible study with relatives and friends of 
Danang Christians. We left them with 
gospe ls of john thinking we would 
return in a few weeks." 

Numerical Per Cent 
Change Change 

+ 93 +0.3 
+ 36,066 . "+8.8 
+ 240,821 +2.0 

+ 36,198 +O.S 

+ 2,734 +0.6 
11,945 -1.0 

+ . 84,024 +7.7 

62,410 -3.0 
+ 96,239,363 +9.9 
+$14,226,635 +8.9 

When recent conditions finally made 
it possible for Myers to return, 20 family 
heads there told him: "We have already 
believed; help us grow." 

On the same day, Myers continues, he 
had the opportunity to visit a village at 
the invitation of its ch ief and to meet 
with 500 of its residents. The chief had 
been exposed to the gospel at Love 
Baptist Church in Danang. 

"We praise God for these new 
openings," Myers concluded. 

Siloam Springs 
winter use 

It will be _good news to many Arkansas 
Baptists to know the program to 
winterize some of the buildings at the 
assembly is about complete. 

Dormitory 24, a concrete block 
building is being furnished with heat, 
water and kitchen equipment making it 
available for retreat use by churches and 
other groups. 

Initial accommodations will be for 
about 100 campers, with future 
expansion possible according to need. 

Avai lability for the spring season will 
be from April15 through May. The Fall 
season for sma ll group retreats will open 
Sept. 1. Small group retreats cannot be 
scheduled during the months of june, 
July, August while the grounds are being 
used by larger assembly groups. 

Rates will be comparable to those at 
Paron Baptist Camp and will include 
food services. Further information and 
reservations write Assembly Director, 
Lawson Hatfield, P.O. Box 550, Little 
Rock, Ark. 72203. 
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Location is an advantag~ for 

WAKE FOREST, N.C. - In the 
providence of God Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in the past 21 years 
has become a strong educational force 
from its vantage point in the heartland 
of Baptist activity. 

The seminary v:_,a·s the first theological 
school to be established outright by the 
Southern Baptist· Convention, which 
after three years of carefu l study voted 
in its 1950 Chicago session to establish 
Southeastern. The Convention also then 
agreed to buy the Wake Forest College 
campus at Wake Forest, N.C., as the site. 

Southeastern's stately campus, shaded 
by towering magnolias .and oaks, dates 
back to 1834 when a 615-acre plantation 
was bought by North Carolina Baptists 
"to afford to our yoang ministers 
facilities for obtaining such an education 
as will qualify them to be a'ble ministers 
of the New Testament." 

Sydnor L. Stealey was elected first 
president, and with three professors as 
the core faculty classes for 85 students 
began September 12, 1951. For five years 
the seminary was restricted to a single 
building on the college campus as it 
operated· ~imultaneously with the 
college. The seminary came into full 
possession of the campus in 1956, and 
immediately began an extensive 
program of remodeling, renovating and 
rebuilding. 

Six additional full-time professors 
were added by the beginning of the 
second year, 1952, when 230 students 
from 16 states were enrolled. In 1958 the 
seminary was fully accredited by the 
American Association of Theological 
Schools. 

When Dr. Stealey retired in ·1963, 
trustees elected Olin T. Binkley as the 
seminary's second president. Dr. Binkley 
had been a member of the Southeastern 
faculty since 1952 and had served since 
1958 as.the first a·cademic dean. 

Today, the rich Bapt ist heritage · of 
Southeastern coml;>ines with constant 
improvement to cre'ate a school very 
much a part of the current theological 
scene. Enrollment is at 581 this year, an 
increase over the 527 average 
maintained since the schoc>l's opening. 
Students have a wide range of course 
selection; they choose their professors 
in many classes; and the curriculum is 
re-evaluated constantly for continued 
improvement. 

Along with faculty, library and other 
assets must be counted the student 
body. The 581 students come from 30 
states and seven foreign countries. 

Students from Arkansas include Gary 
Don Morris, a graduate of Oakland City 
College, from Pigg_ott and a third -year 
student. Gerald Rowe is a cer:tificate 
student from Truman, and D. Dana 
Scrivner is a graduate student from 
Jonesboro. 

There are 383 students enrolled in the 
Master of Divinity program. Others are 
workLng on the master of reli gious 
education degree, the master of 
theology degree and doctor of ministry 
degree, while 56 are working on a 
certificate in theology. · 

The seminary has an especia lly strong 
facu lty composed of 37 scholars and 
teachers who hold 138 degrees from 49 
different seminaries and universities. 

Combined in this select group is the 

Baptist 

Seminary 

experience of 250 years of pastoral 
ministry, 31 years in chaplaincy, 56 years 
on foreign mission fields and 343 years 
of teaching. 

Three professors, James E. Tull, John E. 
Steely and Ellis W. Hollon Jr., are natives 
of Arkansas. 

Dr. Tull, a native of Monticello and 
graduate of Ouachita, joined the 
seminary staff in 1950 and serves as 
professor of theology. His wife . is the 
former Virginia Tompkins of Burdette. 

Dr. Steely is professor of historical 
theology. A native of Almyra and 
graduqte of Ouachita, he joined the 
seminary faculty in 1956. He is married to 
the former Donna Faye Brown of 
Perryville. 

Dr. Hollon, a nat ive of DeValls Bluff, is 
married to the former Gurtha Faye 
DePriest of Berryville. Also a graduate of 
Ouachita he .joined the seminary facu lty 
in 1967 as professor of philosophy of 
religion. 

A major library supports the facu lty. 
Southeastern 's library contains more 
than 100,000 volumes of books and 
periodicals; the equivalent of an 
add itiona l 70,000 volumes in microfi lm; 
3,500 pamphlets; 18,000 Baptist 
convention and association annuals; and 
9,200 audio-visua l items. 

On ly 27 of the 150 theological l ibraries 
added more volumes than Southeastern 
during the year 1970-71, according to H. 
Eugene Mcleod, librarian . 

Closely related to academics at 
Southern is the experience gained 
through work situations coordinated by 
the office of field education directed by 
Garland A. Hendricks. 

Last year, a study showed 90.6 percent 
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This is the fifth in a series of articles 
covering all of the Southern Baptist 
Convention's . theological seminaries 

of Southeastern's student body found 
remunerative emp loym ent in the 
churches and Christian ministries, Dr. 
Hendricks said. 

available vast resources of learning to 
students and their families . 

Programs of study, c:linical training 
and internships are conducted at 
medical centers for both physical and 
mental illness. 

With assistance of recognized 

The study showed that of 567 students, 
381 were engaged in pastoral ministries; 
60 in summer ministries, mostly in 
churches; 39 served as ministers of 
music and education; 24 were engaged 
in Christian socia l ministries in 
institutional. sett ings; and 10 · were 

specialists, the seminary schedules 
· various seminars on such topics as 
evange li sm, urban studies, 
.contemporary trends in rural life, 
chaplaincy, recreation, . Chr istian 
education and missions. 

· engaged in missionary efforts. 

Only 9.4 percent of the students, 53, 
were not involved in remunerative 
religious work. 

Dr. Hendricks has directed the field 
educat ion program since . its beginning 
in 1953. He studied sim il ar programs of 
schools all over the United States before 
the program was begun at Southeastern. 

"Many of the churches in rural areas 
and many of the smaller churches in the 
cities of this area come ·to us for 
leadership because they feel they can 
get competent leadership better from a 
student than anywhere else," Dr. 
Hendricks said. 

·One factor that accounts for this 
favorable situation is the fact that about 
half ofall the Southern Baptist churches 
by number and about 40 percent of a ll 
Southern Baptists are located within 600 
miles of the town of Wake Forest, he 
sa id. · 

"I'd like to point out also we think 
we're doing quite well in terms of the 
locati on of graduates of this school in 
ch urches everywhere," Dr. Hendricks 
said . "A good many of them serve on 
mission fields of the world. We have a 
large number of chaplains, both military . 
and other areas of chaplaincy. It . is 
surprisi ng how many of our graduates of 
such a young schoo l are now in the 
stronger pastorates. They have assumed 
roles of leadership in such places as the 
executive committee of the Southern 
Baptist Convention and many of the 
state convent ions." 

Dr. Hendricks said 'demand for 
serv ices of students and graduating 
seniors is increasing. 

Southeastern's nearness to a variety of 
church settings is matched by a nearness 
to a variety of secu lar opportunities. 
Though located in a sma ll town, it is only 
15 miles from the state cap ita l ~t Raleigh, 
·and is near the famed Research Triangle 
of Raleigh-Durham-Chapel Hill. 

Basical ly a school of theology, with 
majors available in music and educatio['l, 
Southeastern has enchanced its 
curriculum with new techniques, such as 

videotaping of student preaching. 

At Southeastern Seminary educational 
opportunities are available to young 
people with a .sense of mission in 
preparation for Christian service in 
various church vocations. There is no 
tuition charge. The matriculation fee is 
only $100 per semester. Excellent 
student housing facilities are available at 
reasonable rates. 

It is thus that Southeastern with its 
2,543 alumni serving in Christian 
ministry in various parts of the world 
tries to live up to the motto expressed in 
II Timothy 3:17 .:..._"That the man of God 
may be perfect, thoroughly furnished 
unto a ll good works." 

Seven major universities and colleges 
are nearby, and these universities make 

The O lin T. Brinkley Chapel is located in the center of the campus. It was named for 
the seminary's second president. The chapel seats more than 2,000. · 

March 8, 1973 
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NEW PRESS ASSOCIATION OFFICERS: L. H. Moore (right), editor of the "Ohio 
Baptist Messenger," and newly-elected president of the Southern Baptist Press 
Association, congratulates editor 0. L. Bayless (center) of the "Rocky Mountain 
Baptist" (Colorado), on his being named president-elect of the editors' 
organization. At /eft is Alvin Shackleford, editor of the "Indiana Baptist," re-elected 
as secretary. The press Association held its annual session in Biloxi, Miss., at the 
Sheraton Hotel. (BP Photo) 

Editors look at issues facing 
SBC at their annual meeting 

BILOXI, Miss. (BP) - During their 
three-day annual session at the Sheraton 
Hotel here, the editors of Baptist state 
papers took a look at a wide range of 
issues and problems facing the SBC, 
including Christian education, 
denominational structures, socia l issues, 
theological education and wor ld 
missions. 

Speaking from the · viewpoint of a 
pastor, former Southern · Baptist 
Convention President Wayne Dehoney 
told the editors what his church, Walnut 
Street Church of Louisville, had done in 
the area of social action, pointing out 
that never did he call it "social action," 
but rather "ministry" and "evangelism." 

"The problem is often one of 
terminology," Dehoney said. "We 
found the laymen of our church ready 
and anxious to get involved with 
programs dealing with social problems, 
but we don't ca ll it soc'ia l action. 

Dehoney recounted · that when he 
came to the church five years ago a5 
pastor, the congregation made a 
commitment to stay downtown and 
mm1ster to the racially-changing 
community, and to build a fellowship of 
believers across racial, social and 
economic lines. 

Their first step w,as to develop a 
ministry of social work, he noted. The 
church went f ive years w ithout a 

m1n1ster of education, but .they 
employed a minister of social work as a 
priority item .. 

"We've done all kinds of far out 
things," Dehoney said. Some of the 
approaches he listed included: a thrift 
shop with clothing at almost no cost for 
the poor; a food closet and commissary 
kept fil led by church members who fil l 
up dozens of barrels al l over the church; 
a "help" office that refers people with 
problems to social agencies and 
individuals who can help them, a 
tutoring program, a recreation building 
to provide entertainment for the poor, a 
drug rehabilitation house, a bus 
ministry, and a television mini~try in 
which Dehoney does a "hard sell" 
urging other Christians to come to the 
church and help them get involved with 
helping people. 

Two approaches which have attracted 
n·ational attention, he noted, included 
the church's role in establishing a 
Neighborhood Development. Corp., and 
its support of a spin -off corpo.ration 
which constructed Baptist Towers, . a. 
high rise home for the aging. 

The Neighborhood Development 
Corp., he said, is sponsored by seven 
churches in the area and has built four 
high rise apartments in the area. 

Dehoney said that the church was 
reaching and involving people in the 

racially mixed community, and that 
almost half of the persons baptized by 
the church this year are black. About 
100 black people regularly attend 
Sunday School, and one half of the 
participants in the recreation program 
are black. 

The church accepted its first black 
members when two young black men 

· came forward during a revival meeting, 
saying they had been saved. They told 
the congregation they had made their 
living mugging and robbing people on 
the streets, but no longer would they 
live a life of crime. "There was hardly a 
dry eye in the house, and we haven't 

, had a problem of race relations si nee," 
Dehoney said. 

The editors' meeting opened with a 
banquet in joint session with the 
executive secretaries of state 
convent ions across the SBC, featuring an 
after-dinner address by ]. · D. Grey, 
recently retired pastor of First Baptist 
Church, New Orleans and former 
president of the Southern Baptist 
Convention. 

"If we didn't have a free and 
unfettered press among us, I shudder to 
think of the mess the SBC would be in," 
Grey told the group. 

"Most of you cou ld have written on 
your epitaphs, 'He prodded a lot.' " 
Crey said. " I didn't say, 'plodded,' I said 
'prodded,'" he quipped. 

Commenting on the editors' courage 
to take a stand, Grey observed that "I'd 
rather a man say 'He put his foot in a lot 
of buckets,' than to say, "He pussy
footed around and never would take a 
stand on anything." 

A former editor of the California 
Southern Baptist, ]. Terry Young, 
identified three major roles for the 
Baptist state paper editor - the role of 
the prophet, the role of the minister, 
and the ro le of the catalyst. 

Urging the editors to dea l with the 
issues of the "rough and tumble world," 
Young said he was tired of letting the 
pendulum be swung by radical groups. 
"It is time we Christians took a more 
positive, militant stand in trying to 
influence society and reaching those 
people who l ive out tHere on the ragged 
edges." 

Young, now professor at New Orleans 
Seminary, added that in addition to 
urging people to action on issues, the 
state paper shou ld play a "healing role," 
drawing the denomination together in 
times of conflict and polarization. 

"Sometimes you need to weep over 
an editorial," he counseled. ,;Bombastic 
words may gain you plaudits from some, 
but carefu lly tailored words may get you 
more success in the goals you hope to 
achieve." 
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Johnny Cash premiers 
film on life of Christ 

CHARLOTTE, N.C. (BP) - Country 
and western superstar Johnny Cash 
premiered his new movie, "The· Gospel 
Road," on the life of Christ before a 
packed theater here, donating proceeds 
of the premier to a North Carolina 
Baptist school that earlier had given him 
an honorary doctorate degree. 

About $7,000 received through the 
film premier was given to Gardner
Webb College in Boiling Springs, N.C., 
which awarded Cash the doctor of 
humanities degree in September of 1971 
because of Cash's humanitarian work 
with prison inmates. 

"Why? Because they did so much for 
me it" made me feel at home," Cash 
responded when asked his motivations 
for giving proceeds to Gardner-Webb. 

Cash, dressed in his traditional black, 
called the premier of the film "the 
highlight of my life," adding it was a 
"real thrill to me" to see the marquee 
say ing "Gospel Road." 

"It was an even bigger thrill when I 
saw that big 'G' rating," Cash added. "I 
just hope that this will be the first of 
many films which are fit for our children 
as well as ourselves." 

The movie, shot in Israel, is a 
documentary on the life of Christ as 
told; both in music and narration, by 
Cash. 

Cash financed the picture himself. His 
wife, country music singer June Carter 
Cash, played the part of Mary . 
Magdalene. 

The premier was marred by a 
telephone threat on the life of Cash. 
While the 777 -seat theater audience was 
watching .the film, a phone cal l was 
received by a member of the Cash party 
at the theater box office. The cal ler 
threatened Cash's life, but also said 
where he was when he made the ca ll. 

Police escorted Cash away from the 
theater. Later they arrested a suspect 
believed to have made the ca ll, taking 
him to the Charlotte jail for questioning. 

Cash returned fo the theater 40 
minutes later to introduce the second 
showing of "The Gospel Road" during 
the premier performance evening. 
. Concerning the film, Cash had this tci 
say: "There comes a time in a man's life 
when he feels it's time to do something 
for the world, and for me this film is it. It 
is the story of Christ. 

"We think this is one of the few 
serious offerings on the screen today 
that can be seen by all members of the 
family, and we are proud of it," Cash 
said. 

Cash, along with singer Joe South and 
Kris Kristofferson, provided music for 
the film. 
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CAMPAIGN LAUNCHED - The Southern Baptist Radio and Television 
Commission's Second Step Campaign for funds to build a major television 
production studio for religious broadcasting by the Southern Baptist Radio and 
Television Commission was launched jan. 18 at a dinner at Colonial Country Club in 
Ft. Worth. Speakers at the dinner were (from left) Paul M. Ste'!ens, Commission 
president; Col. james B. Irwin (USAF ret.), Apollo 15 lunar module pilot, and A. L. 
Scott, chairman of the Ft. Worth campaign. (Radio-TV Commission Photo by Rachel 
Colvin) 

Devaluation elicits 
executive~ concern 

RICHMOND (BP) The 
announcement of U.S. · dollar 
devaluation immediate ly presents 
serious financial problems for 
missionaries overseas, members of the 
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board 
were told here by their executive 
secretary. 

Reporting to the board, Baker J . . 
Cauthen emphasized that "as American 
citizens we support the steps which have 
been taken to meet the financial crisis. 
However," he said, "severe financial 
pressures on missionaries as a result of 
those steps lay before Southern Baptists 
the challenge to reinforce the causes 6'f 
foreign missions." 

Cauthen said that with an overseas 
budget of approximately $35 million, a . 
possible loss in buying power of more 
than 3 million dollars could result from 
dollar devaluation . 

He explained that the amount of local 
currency exchanged for dollars in many 
foreign lands will be . immediately 
reduced 10 percent. In other words, the 
cost of all the goods and services 

. purchased by missionaries in those 
countries will rise by 10 percent because 
they have less currency to use. 

He added that, if continued, the 
current inflationary spiral being 
experienced in many parts of the world 
wi ll compound the problem. 

"We are fully confident that Southern 
·Baptists will respond to this situation," 
Cauthen said, "through intercessory 
prayer, increased giving through the 
Cooperative Program and the Lottie 
Moon Christmas Offering, and deeper 
determination to press forward in a 
worldwide task." 

Cauthen assured board members that 
"very careful administrative measures 
will be taken to meet future realities," 
and that all aspects will be scrutinized to 
"give fu II consideration to situations 
which must have emergency attention." 

He reminded board members that 
~here had been calls for 800 new 
missionaries in 75 foreign fields and an 
upsurge in mission volunteers. 

Previously he had reported a 
projected increase in m1ss1onary 
appointments for 1973 with expectations 
of processing well over 200 missionary 
candidates. "These anticipated 
appointments wi ll require additional 
resources at a time in world history 
when advance in foreign missions is so 
urgently necessary," he added. 

Dollar devaluation was President 
Nixon's second attempt to quell an 
international monetary crisis. The last 
such move, 14 months ago, prompted 
the SBC Foreign Mission Board to make · 
extensive adjustments in missionary 

. support. 
Continuing his February report to the 

board, Cauthen told of the trip he and 
his wife took in late January to India, 
Iran and Bangladesh. 
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Cooper issues challenge 
on Cooperative program 

NASHVILLE (BP) - Pointing to the 
50th anniversary of the Cooperative 
Program unified budget plan in 1975, 
Southern Bapt ist Convention Pres ident 
Owen Cooper issued an impass io ned 
plea for Baptists to renew their 
commitment to greater ga ins in the . 
future through greater support of the 
Cooperative Program. 

" I believe in the Cooperative Program 
as the best means known to Southern 
Baptists to channel their giving in a 
worldw ide m 1ss1on program of 
unprecedented magnitude," Cooper 
declared at a Cooperat ive Program 
luncheon held during the SBC Executive 
Committee meeting here. 

He urged pastors in the 12 million 
member convention to reaffirm their 
faith in the Cooperat ive Program, 
deacons to lead their chu rches to 
increase their gifts to missions through 
the Cooperative Program, laymen to 
promote the denomination's unified 
budget plan supporting world missions, 
and all Baptists to more effectively 
personalize the Cooperative Program. 

"The Cooperat ive Program is not 
perfect," he admitted, "but it is the best 
plan available to Southern Baptists, and 
until someone discovers a better idea we 

shou ld not destroy what we have." 
Cooper ch id ed those in the 

denomination who wou ld make caustic 
comments about the Cooperative 
Program, or resort to ridicul e or 
destructive cr iticism. "Such remarks ill 
become the maker and reflect on the 
agency he represents," and "should not 
be tolerated," he added. 

Though Cooper was strong and 
enthusiastic in his suppo rt of the 
Cooperative Program, he acknowledged 
that Southern Baptists have not done as 
well as they should in support of world 
missions through the unified budget 
plan. 

"Southern Baptists have made 
acceptab le but not noteworthy. gains in 
the area of stewardship during th e past 
decades," he sa id. " It is true that our 
total givi ng is. up year after year," and 
that tota l gifts exceeded $1 billion last 
year. 

The percentage of total church 
contribut i ons allo cated to the 
Cooperat ive Program, however, has 
remained relat ively co nsta nt for the past 
30 years, and in fact diminished slightly 
_fro m 10.07 percent in 1942 to 9.14 
percent in 1971, he said . 

Likewise, Baptists are not keeping . up 

COOPER ISSUES CHALLENGE: Southern Baptist Convention President Owen 
Cooper, speaking at a Cooperative Program lunch eon during the SBC Executive 
Committee, issued a cha llenge for Baptists to support the Cooperative Program, 
which observes its·SOth anniversary next year. Theme for the anniversary program 
will be "Operation 1: One Lord, One Mission, One People." At left is jam es Lackey, 
executive secreta ry of the SBC Stewardship Commission which sponsored th e 
luncheon. (BP Photo by jim-Newton) 

with per capita giving increases, he said. 
Between 1963 and 1971, per cap ita 
income in the U.S. increased by 69 
percent; whereas per capita giving for 
Southern Baptist causes through the 
Cooperative Program increased by only 
38 percent from 1963 to 1972, he sa id. 

If Baptists had kept up with the per 
capita giving increase nationally, the 
SBC wou ld have had $6.85 million more 
for Cooperat ive Program causes than it 
has. 

" If we had just given 25 cents more 
through the Cooperat ive Program - · 25 
cents per member you cou ld meet all 
the agency requests" and do a lot more, 
he noted. Only a few hours before he 
spoke, 18 agencies of the SBC had 
req uested a total o f $36.4 million for 
operating needs, but only $34 million 
was expect ed to be ava ilabl e. 

Cooper referred to th e annual 
"Financial allocatio n" sess ion of the 
Executive Committee, say ing there is 
understa ndable "competition " between 
each of the 18 agencies as to "how big a 
slice of the pie they get." . 

Cooper strongly disagreed with the 
concept that there is only a "fix'ed" 
amount of money ava ilab le for all 
ca uses, and when yo u allocate funds for 
one cause, th ere is less money for other 
causes thus causing competition for the 
"fixed" amount o f money. 

"I believe that co mpared with the 
giving patterns we have had in the past 
there is a relative ly unlimited amount of 
money availab le to Southern Baptist 
causes if Southern Baptists are properly 
informed, motivated and approached." 
There is a lot of extra money in the 
pockets of laymen, and they don't know 
what to do with it and the church is not 
te lling th em what to do with it, he 
argued. 

· 
1
Th e cha ll enge to the churches, he 

said, is to magnify th e biblical basis of 
stewa rdship - the tithe - and the 
challenge to SBC leade rs is to increase 
the size of the Cooperative Program pie 
to provide more money for all. 

"It is my fi rm belief that in a church 
where the pastor believes in the 
Cooperative Program, where the 
deacons suppo rt it, where the laymen 
promote it, where the congregation is 
educated and knowledgeabl e of miss ion 
needs, and where the Cooperat ive 
Program is persona lized, you will have a 
church that und e r stand s the 
Cooperative Pro gram, that gives 
through the Cooperat ive Program, and 
that supports the Cooperative 
Program ." 

In addition to urging ·pastors, deacons 
and laymen to support and promote the 
Cooperative P·rogram, he ca ll ed for 
churches to vigorously educa te each 
diurch generation concerning the 
Cooperative Program, sa ying the SBC is 
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raising a generation of young people 
who don't know what the 
denomination's unified budged plan is 
or what it does. 

He further called for more effective 
means of personalizing the Cooperative 
Program, communicating how it helps 
people ranging from Baptist College and 
seminary students, to victims of the 
ghetto, and to people around the world 
in need of the gospel. · 

Unfortunately, he said, there are 5,100 
churches in the Southern Baptist 
Convention that make no contribution 
at all through the Cooperative Program, 
and there are 27,200 churches in the SBC 
that give 10 percent or less . to the 
cooperative Program. 

He . told how his own church, First 
Baptist Church of Yazoo City, Miss., had 
increased its Cooperative Program 
giving by 800 percent from 1950 to 1972. 
The church now gives 26.5 percent of its 
total budget through the Cooperative 
Program. 

On an average, members of the 
church gave $4.44 each to Cooper<jtive 
Program causes in 1950; whereas in 1972, 
the per capita giving to the Cooperative 
Program for the church was $35.93. In 
1972, the SBC-wide average per person 
for· Cooperative Program giving was 
$7.58. 

Cooper concluded his remarks by 
referring to the 50th anniversary of the 
Cooperative Program in 1975, saying it 
should be used for an occasion to 
recommit ourselves to the challenging 
task of informing all Baptists about 
mission support through the 
Cooperative Program. 

"It should be an opportunity when we 
will strive to motivate Southern Baptists 
with a new zeal for mission giving and 
reaffirmation of their goals to make the 
Great Comf!lission and accomplished 
reality in this generation," he told the 
300 SBC leaders attending the luncheon. 

Executive secretaries 
elect Bagley president 

BILOXI, Miss. (BP) Executive 
secretaries of 33 Baptist state 
conventions, meeting here for their 
annual session, elected George Bagley as 
president of the Association of Baptrst 
State Executive Secretaries. 

Bagley, executive secretary of the 
Alabama Baptist State Conventibn, 
succeeds as president W . Douglas 
Hudgins, executive secretary of the 
Mississippi Baptist Convention and host 
for the annual meeting. 

Other officers elected . by the 
secretaries include vice president, W. 
Perry Crouch of North Carolina; 
secretary Richard Stevens of Virginia; 
and Inter-Agency Council 
Representative · Searcy Garrison of 
Georgia. 
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EARTHQUAKE VICTIMS UNDAUNTED - Their auditorium virtually destroyed, 
more than 250 members of First Baptist Church of Managua, Ni'caragua still refused 
to let an earthquake interrupt their worship. Meeting on the lawn in front of Bap
tist Hospital, they hear a message of hope from their former pastor, Adolpha Rob/e
ta, an editor at Spanish Publishing House in .El Paso, Texas. They plan to move to 
temporary quarters at a·school until their church is rebuilt. (Photo by Norman God-
frey, Brotherhood Commission, SBC) · 

Southwestern names 
~istinguished alumni 

FT. WORTH, TEX. - A pastor, an 
evangelism director ·and an agency 
executive have been named 1973 
Distinguished Alumni at Southwestern 
Seminary. The announcement was made 
by jesse Fletcher, president of the 
seminary alumni association · and 
director of the mission support division 
of the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board. 

The three named· are james E. Coggin, 
pastor, Travis Avenue Church, Ft. 
Worth; C. Wade Freeman, evangelism 
director for the Baptist General 
Convention of Texas, Dallas; and Darold 
H. Morgan, president of the Southern 
Baptist . Convention's Annuity Board, 
Dallas. · 

They will be honored during a special 
luncheon on june 13, in Portland, Ore., 
during t~e meeting of the Southern 
Baptist Convention . 

The three men were selected from a 
group of more than 20 nominees by a 
six-member panel who represent the 
seminary's 28,000 alumni. The 
Distinguished Alumni . awards are 
presented annually by the alumni 
association to those men and women 
who, as former students of 
Southwestern Seminary, have 
distinguished themselves in their 
respective ministries. 

Bible conference · 
registration climbing 

NASHVILLE - Registrations for the 
1973 Mid-America Bible Conference, 
scheduled for Bellevue Church, 
Memphis, March 26-29, reached 1,600 
recently according to Chester Russell, 
chairman of the steering committee. 

This includes about 50 churches in 
associations surrounding . Memphis that 
chose to pay one .fee to register the 
entire church. It is the highest number 
of pre-registrations · for any · Bible 
conference sponsored by the Southern 

. Baptist Sunday School Board except the 
Dallas Conference in 1971. 

"We are antrcrpating a high 
attendance for the conference," Russell 
said, "and we urge everyone to continue 
to pray for the Mid-American Bible 
Conference that it will lead Christians 
toward a deeper commitment to jesus." 

Registration will continue until the 
Conference begins or registration 
reaches 4,000, which is the maximum 
numb.er allowed due to space 
limitations. 

-Principal speakers for the Conference 
will be ·Jack R. Taylor, pastor cif the 
Castle Hills Church, San Antonio, Tex., 
Ray F. Robbins, professor of New 
Testament and Greek at New Orleans 
Seminary and james B. Henry, pastor of 
Two Rivers Church, Nashville, Tenn. 

·To register, write to Box 4270, 
Memphis, Tenn., 38104. 
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Margaret Bruce 
retires from WMU 

Miss M arga ret 
Bruce retired from 
So uth e rn Bap t ist 
Woman's Mi ss io n
ary Union's nationa l 
headquarters staff 
Feb. 17 after almost 
25 yea rs o f travel, 
w ri t ing, and pro
gram leadership. 

Afte r a bri ef Flo ri -
M iss Bruce da vacat io n, Miss 

Bruce w ill ente r a 
so lid schedule of freelance miss ions 
wo rk , beginning with leadership t rain
ing engagements in Il l inois and Hawaii . 
She is co nsidering moving to. a foreign 
miss io n field fo r severa l months to work 
as a vo luntee r. 

Miss Bruce came to ·the Birmingham 
WMU off i ce in 1948 as sec retary of 
young people's work. She directed 
Sunbeam Band, Girl s' Auxiliary, Roya l 
Amba ssado r, and Young Woman's 
Aux iliary work unt il1 957. 

Since 1957 she has bee n a leader of 
women's wo rk, first as di recto r of the 
Woman's Miss ionary Society Depart 
ment and later as Baptist Wo men di 
rector. 

Miss Alma Hunt, executive secretary 
of WMU, praised Miss Bruce for per
so nall y insp ir ing tho usa nds of South ern 
Bapti sts to miss io ns commitment . She 
said, "Miss Bruce's service is not mea
sured in years but in perso ns who testify 
t hat her in fluence contributed to their 
commitment to mi ss ions . ca ree rs, to 
Christi an vocatio ns, or to bui lding 
Christi an fami l ies. " 

Miss Hunt noted that M iss Bruce has 
been o ne of WMU's most po pu lar fi eld 
worke rs. " Invitati o ns for her to speak 
or lead co nfere nces have continu ed 
at remarkab le vo lume, indicating her 
effect ive ness as a leader." 

Prio r to jo ining th e natio nal WMU 
staff, Mi ss Bruce served fo r 14 yea rs 
as young people's secretary for th e 
WMU o f her native Tennessee . 

Mi ss Bru ce attended U. T. Junior Co l
lege and Unio n Un iversity, and she 
graduated fro m Wo man 's Miss ionary 
Un io n Tra ining School (now part of 
Southern Seminary) and Georgetown 
Coll ege. · 

She received the Georgetown Col
lege Achievement Award in 1953 in 
recog nit io n of her Christi an se rvi ce. 

She has visited miss io n fi elds throu gh
out t he U. S. and in the Ori ent, South 
Ameri ca, and Euro pe. 
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The cover 

It's a bronco, buster 

An ordinary vi.\il from home 

m issionary Ballard Wh itf' to an Indian 

reservation produces what For most of us 

wou ld be an extraordinary sight - an 

impromptu rodeo. The rodeo is one of 

the few form~ of entert.~inmenr for 

youth and o ldsters on Cheyenne River 

Indian Reservation near Eagle Butt£>, S.D. 

Most of the Sioux there practically grow 

up on horseback and Wh it(' and his wife, 

Bonita, visit regularly, bringing their 

portable organ for a ong or two and 

enjoy community events such a~ the 

rodeo. Besides worktng as language 

m issionary w ith the Indian>, Wh ite is 

pa>tor of Fir~t Church at Eagle Butte 

March 8, 1973 

Th e ga"te opem and a man and his horse begin their battle For mastery of each other. 
(Hom e M iss ion Board photos by Knolan Benfield) 

Whit e, left, talks to a young Sioux on horseback. 
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THE NEW PAPERBACK, JESUS, is the center of attention for Charles Roselle (/eft), 
secretary of national student ministries, and Don Hammonds, Secretary of the De
partment of Special Missions Ministries, Home Mission Board. This illustrated book, 
ava ilable from the American Bible Society for 10 cents each, is a collection of ex
cerpts from the life and teachings of jesus as taken from the gospels. It is published 
by the American Bible Society in consultation with the Home Mission Board and 
national student ministries of the Sunday School Board. It is intended for non
Christians on campus, in resorts, and in coffeehouses. 

THE LIFE GIVERS - W. 0. Thomason (seated), author of the recently published 
Broadman Press book "The Life Givers," autographed copies of the new inspira
tional volume recently for co-workers at the Southern Baptist Sunday School Board. 
Thomason, director of the Sunday School Board's book store division, defines a 
life giver as "one who honestly esteems every person no matter who that person 
is, what he is doing, or what he has done." 

Heari~g on structure 
gets little response 

NAS.HVILLE' (BP) - A committee 
assigned to study the total structure of 
the Southern Baptist Convention held 
an open hearing to all ow any Southern 
Baptist to make suggestions for change, 
but no one showed up with any specific 
proposals . . 

Two weeks ear li er, the Committee of 
Fifteen, as the study committee is 
popularly ca lled, announced it would 
hold the open hear)ng "to provide a . 
forum for any Southern Baptist to 
prese nt ideas on the structure and 
organization of the convention." 

When the meeting convened, there 
were 14 visitors who attended - all of 
them denominational workers or others. 
who had attended sess ions earlier in the 
day of the SBC Executive Committee. 

Almost all said they came "just to 
hear" what might some up during the 
open forum. 

One committ e member expressed 
fear the visitors were "overly bashful" 
about expressing the ir opinions. "We 
hope you will communicate to others 
the spirit of openness that prevails in our 
committee, for we've really tried to 
listen, to hear, to seek opposing 
viewpoints concern ing alternatives in 
our study." 

The committee pointed out they 
would still be open to rece1vmg 
suggestions in writing from any who 
were unable to attend and added that a 
few such communications had already 
been received. 

E. W . Price Jr ., pastor of Green Street 
Church in High Point, N.C., is chairman 
of the study committee. 

Bruce Whitfield takes 
new Book Store position 

NASHVILLE (BP)- Br-uce K. Whitfield, 
man.ager of the Baptist Book · Store at 
Greenville, S.C., has been named direct 
sales promotion specialist for the book 
store division of the Southern Baptist 
Sunday Schoo l Board. 

Whitfield will be respo~sible for 
developing and impl ement in g 
merchandise plans for direct sa les and 
will also coordinate the development of 
advertising pieces, book store officials 
sa id . 

A native of Homer, Ga., Whitfield was 
graduated from Me_rcer University, 
Macon, Ga., and Southwestern 
Seminary, Ft. Worth. 

During his 21 years with the Sunday 
School Board, Whitfield has served as an 
aud iovisual aids worker and office 
superv isor at the At lanta Baptist Book 
Store and as manager of the Greenville 
store. (Prepared by BSSB bureau) 
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~SundqSchoollason 

Man is a responsible being 
By Roy Gean Law, Pastor 

First Church, Ozark 

Law 

The modern a·n- of such confusion. There is litt le doubt 
swers to the ques- that in the days preceding the great 
tion, "Does it pay to flood "sons of God and daughters of 
live right?" are of- ·men," "marrying and giving in mar
ten "Be good and riage," and the statements about un
you'll be lonesome, usual offspring refer to some kind of 
Do to others before perverted activity. In Sod om the prob
they get a chance lem was related to a confusion of the 
to do to you, Might normal male/female roles . regarding 
makes right, and sexual expression. Then, Romans 1 
Meekness is weak- shows that this was one of the greatest 
ness." Some have problems in the Roman Empire and 
said immorality is must have had a lot to do with its fall. 

"getting caught," and the Christian is Yes, there is a difference. It must al
"a sucker." A thing is said to be ac- ways .be so or the world is in for great 
ceptable if one enjoys it and it brings trouble! Of course, there are similari
pleasure, or if "it doesn't hurt anyone ties of love, concern, mutual respect, 
but me." Some say, "this is okay for me and opportunity for responding to 
but not for you," and "how can any- Christ in service and love. Yet, there 
thing I enjoy so much be wrong?" The is no such thing as unisex. God made 
Apostle Paul wrote, "whatsoever a man us different in looks, emotion, func-
soweth, that shall he also reap" (Gal. tion, and responsibility. 
6:7b.) h f d 

Everyone is responsible to someone. T e purpose o Go in creating man 
The salesperson is responsible to the is threefold: fe l lowship with God, pro-
manager, the athlete ro the coach, chil- creation, and caretaker of the rest of 
dren ·to the parents, the public servant creation. 
to the electorate, the student to the Though fellowship is not specifically 
professor, and even the seeing eye dog stated in these early verses, it is implied 
to the blind man. There is an unavoid- throughout. It is clearly stated, how-
able law which makes man responsible ever, that man is responsible to God in 
for his action whether or not he wishes the matter of populating the earth. This 
to be. purpose has been carried out more 

"Man is a responsible being." The fully than the other two. To have chil-
nature of his creation, his relationship dren is the crowning joy of life. As this 
with other men, and his relationship is one of the purposes 'of God for man, 
with God make him so. he is responsible for doing so in the 

The nature of man's creation manner which God planned ·- within 
makes him a responsible being marriage. No other way is acceptable 

(Gen. 1:27-30) to God! 
·when God created man he did at 

least four things for the man. He created 
the man in his own image, created him 
in two distinct types (sexes), created 
him with a specific purpose in mind, 
and gave man special authority over 
the rest of creation. Each of these car
ries with it a built-in responsibility. 

As a ch ild bears the image of his fath
er, so mankind bears the image of God. 
The ch il d is automatical ly responsib le 
to the · father whose image he bears, 
and the man is responsible to God for 
the same reason. 

In almost every area of life - plant, 
marine, and animal -there is ti'ie male 
and female. Science has clearly identi
fied the role of each. Now in the most 
en lightened generation in history, an 
all-out effort is being made to confuse 
these roles in the highest of all crea
tion, human life. At least three times 
in history destruction has come because 

March 8, 1973 

Man is also responsible for the way 
he takes care of the rest of creation. 
He is to bring it into his control. He 
is to have kingly authority over it (vs. 
28b.) His authority extends not only to 
land, air, and water, but it is all inclusive 
including sea life, bird life, and animal 
life. 

The relationship of man to other men 
makes him a responsible being 

(Gen. 4:1-9) 
Man does not always relate to others 

as he should, but he is nevertheless re
sponsible. Recently in Oklahoma a 
young child grabbed the steering wheel 
of a family car and caused it to go over 
the edge of an embankment. The young 
mother climbed to the edge of tlie high-

The Outlines of the International Bible lesson for 
Christian Teaching, Uniform Series, are copyrighted 
by the International .council of Religious Education. 
Used by permission. . 

International 
March 11, 1972 
Genesis 1 :27-30; 4:1-9 
Matthew 25:31-46 
Acts 17:30-31 
Romans 14:10-12 

way. She had difficulty in getting anyone 
to stop. When one fina lly did stop, he 
would not help her with the injured, 
though he did offer to send help back. 
In distress the young woman had to 
crawl back to the car and pull her dead 
baby and seriously injured husband 
'from the wreckage. 

The incident of Cain and Abel ad
dresses itself to this kind of incident 
and reveals a basic truth: we are respon
sible to God for our conduct toward 
others. "Am I my brother's keeper?" 
is answered affirmatively throughout 
the Bible. Whoever is in need is to be 
cared for as a brother to the limit of 
one's resources. Man is responsible to 
be as kind, loving, and helpful as possi
ble. 

The relationship of man to God 
makes him a responsible being 
(Acts 17:30, 31; Rom. 14:10.-12) 

Man's unique relationship to God 
which no other elemen't of creation 
has gives man a special responsibility. 
"For to whomsoever much is given, 
of him shall be much required" (Luke 
12:48.) 

After the wonder of creation, Adam 
sinned and death was the sentence to 
all men. Through Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob a great promise was made. In 
the day of Moses a great law was given. 
There has been a revelation of God 
from the very beginning (Rom. 1 :20), 
as even "the heavens declare the glory 
of God" (Ps. 19: 1.) Even so, man for 
the most part has lived in superstition 
and idolatry. There was a time when 
God allowed this ignorance to continue, 
but that time has ceased. God has sent 
his son, Jesus, into tne world. Man must 
turn from his wickedness and repent 
because judgment is coming. He will 
appear before the "judgment seat" to 
bow, confess, and account for his ac
tions. This awesome accounting should 
cause man to give careful considera
tion to every action. 

A family was given a new home, car, 
and money .in the bank. Never having 
been used to such living they soon 
made the house unliveable, demolished 
the car, and spent the money. Given 
every opportunity for success they 
failed. Man has done the same thing. 
S'et up in the most satisfactory of cir
cumstances Adam rejected God's will 
in the garden. 

Next week, "Man has gone astray." 
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SundaySchoollnson~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Responsible for all men 
By Roy E. Chatham, Minister of Education 

Central Church, Magnolia 

Chath,am 

Undoubted
ly, with all the writ
ing he did, Paul had 
need for a good sec~ 
retary to travel with 
him. More than 
likely, this person 
would have been a 
woman . .However, 
Paul refrained from 
doing this because 
he did not want to 
give occasion for of-

fense or criticism among the believers. 
In the same way for a time, Paul refused 
to accept a salary or remuneration for 
his services at Corinth. Instead, he 
worked with his own hands to make a 
living. This was all voluntary on his part 
and helped to show his feelings relating 
to the theme and title of today's lesson. 
It also illustrates the liberty of grace. 
Grace causes us to go beyond the de-

. mands of the law in sacrificing our legal 
rights. 

Personal rights sacrificed for others 
(I Cor. 9:11-12) 

Paul says that others who preached 
to the Corinthians rightfully received 
their financial support, but he also had 
this right. Those who give their full time 
to the Gospel have a right to expect 
full financial support. However, he did 
not use this right. He supplied his own 
needs. 

An editorial appeared in the )an. 18, 
1973, issue of the Arkansas Baptist News
magazine which illustrated, in the early 
years of our state, the rights and desires 
of men being sacrificed for the love of 
God and people. The article told specifi
cally of a Baptist preacher, saddling his 
horse, riding through driving rain for , 
eight miles on a Saturday afternoon to 
his little country church. He preached 
there Saturday night, Sunday morning 
and Sunday night. Staying all night with 
a deacon, he then returned to his home 
and farm on Monday morning, from 
which 90 percent of his living came. 
. The writer went on to say that this 
drama was re-enacted many times in 
our state in the early days. The deep 
desire of these men was to see the lost 
saved and to do God's will. They 
preached only for God's reward - in 
good times and bad. 

For the Gospel's sake 
(I Cor. 9:19-23) 

Maintaining a true, consistent testi
mony is very important for a Christian. 
To do so often tests our real love for 
Christ and others, and the motives be-

hind our Chr istian actions. 
Pau l had maintained his testimony 

in this way, "Unto the jews I became 
a Jew" (9:20-22.) He observed their 
law; he complied with their rites, cus
toms, prejudices, as far as he could with 
a good conscience. He did not need
lessly offend them in order that he 
might win them to Christ. 

To the Gentiles, he became as one 
of them in their freedom yet never for
getting that he was a bond-slave of the 
Lord's and consequently under His 
authority. Pau l did not compromise his 
position in the sight of the Lord but 
he went alongside of the Gentiles in 
their need to win them for jesus. 

To the weak, he even became as one 
that was weak. He refused to use his 
Christian liberty in any way that might 
become a stumbling block or lead an
other astray. He went anywhere at any 
time, no matter what the situation or 
surroundings, in order to reach people 
with the message. 
Self-discipline and the believer's reward 

(I Cor. 9:24-27) 
It should be noted here,' that verse 

24 of this passage does not concern 
s,alvation, God's free gift (Rom. 6:23.) 
This is bestowed on the basis of gr~ce 
through faith, and not through works 
or self-effort of human merit (Eph. 2: 
8-9.) It does, however, concern the 
subject of rewards. These rewards are 
to be bestowed upon the believer on 
the basis of his faithfu lness and per
severance in l ife and service after he 

, has been saved. 
The· matter of perseverance and self

discipline is very important in both the 
running of an athletic race and the 
Christian race. To illustrate the essen
tial element in Christian self-control, 
the Apostle uses one of the most thrill
ing spectacles of Greek life - the 
Isthmian games, celebrated at that time 
every two years near Corinth. In these 
athletic contests, five exercises were 
used. Paul selects two of these - foot 
racing and boxing. · 

These athletic games were well 
known to his Corinthian readers. There
fore, he says, do you not know that 
they that run in a race all run, but only 
one wins an award. His victory is due 
to rigid training and superior effort. 

Even though Paul uses the compari
son of keeping fit for an athletic race 

This lesson treatment Is based on the Life and Work 
Curriculum for Southern Baptist Churches, copyright 
by .The Sunday School Board of the Southern Baptist 
Convention. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

Life and Work 
March 11, 1973 
I Cor. 9:11-12,19-27 

to that of the Christian race, there is 
a striking difference. Only one can win 
the prize in the . earthly contests, and 
this is a perishable prize. The Christian 
runs the race to obtain an imperishable 
prize (crown), and none need to fail 
in this heavenly race. 

The force of the Apostle's argument 
is obvious. If pagan athletes show such 
rigid temperance and self-denial for a 
prize that is perishable, and of which 
each has only. a small chance of win
ning, what should be the self-discipline 
and devotion of believers for all of 
.whom an imperishable reward is await
ing! 

The faith that Paul is speaking of, 
one that truly qualifies a man for heav
en, gets into his feet, his hands, his 
mind, his tongue - in other words, it 
is expressed in the physical. If his faith 
in jesus Christ does not begin to make 
his whole body move in the will of God, 
there is no evidence that it is saving 
faith at all. 

What about you? As others examine 
your life, do they see that you . have 
left behind things to which you are 
entitled for Jesus' sake? Do they see 
you as one who is really striving to main
tain an unblemished testimony? Do they 
see a person living under the control 
of the Holy Spirit? These are authentic 
marks of Christian experience - marks 
which help to show you feel your re
sponsibility for the souls of men. 

Place Your Order With Us 
Please come by and see 

samples on display 
COX PLANING MILL 

and LUMBER CO. 
Phone l Y 8·2239 or l Y 8-2230 

PIGGOTT, ARK. . 

Page 22 ARKANSAS BAPTIST NEWSMAGAZINE 



WE'VE A STORY TO TELL 

Through the Cooperallve Program 

F IBERGLASS 
e STEEPLES e CROSSES 

e STAINED FIBERGLASS WINDOWS 
e LIGHTED SIGNS 

e BAPTISTRIES 

Vernon's Bus Sales 
New & used buses 

28th Street & Kibler Road 
Van Buren, Ark. · 

P~one 501 474-3755 

Needed 
Education and Youth Director 

Hebron Baptist Church 
1709 Barrow Road 

Little Rock, Ark. 7,2204 
Phone 225-254 7 or 225-7114 

ENJOY . SWEET ONIONS!! 600 AS
SORTED SWEET ONION PLANTS with 
free planting guide - $4.80 postpaid; 
fresh from TEXAS ONION PLANT COM
PANY, "home of the sweet onion,·· Farm
.ersville, Texas 75031. 

North American Industries, Inc., 
Manufacturers of Colored No. 1 
Portable Buildings- $3 Sq. F.t. Sizes 
8x8 thru 12x40 and multi-sectional 
units. Located on Highway 37 be
tween Amagon and Grubbs. Call 
252-3876 Collect. 

Come with Us 

On a 22-day First Class Tou·r of 

Scandinavia-Russia- Holy Land 
Spain . Competef')t guides and Chris
tian friends insure exciting, inspiring 

spiritual experience. 

June 22, 1973, from N.Y. only 

$1,395. For brochure write: Dr. W. 
Ross Edwards, Baptist Building, 
Jefferson City, Mo. 65 1 01. 

March 8, 1973 

A smile or two 

The o ld senator was briefin g a 
n ew co m er ab o ut th e so-ca ll ed 
"exclusive gentlemen's club" o n Capitol 
Hill. 

"Now," said the o ld senato r, "you're 
goi·ng to be nervo us at first but do n't let 
that get you down. When I first'came to 
the Senate I w as completely overawed 
and confused . 

" T.hen one day a fine o ld senato r came 
over and· patted me o n the shoulder, just 
like I'm do ing to you, and sa id, ' Do n't 
worry about it, son. The first six months 
you're here· you'l l wonder how you 
made it. After that, you' ll wonder how 
the rest o f them made it.'" 

* * * 
Some fo lks are given credit fo r being 

self-made when they're on ly grow ing 
. o ld. 

* * * 
Three little girls entered the museum 

one day and headed st raight fo r the 
Egyptian exhibit. They to ld the attendant 
they had come to see the "dead men" 
and stood there staring at the mummies 
fo r a fu ll fif teen minutes. 

As they were leaving, o ne of the I itt le 
girls turned back to the attendant and 
asked, "Do you catch them and stuff · 
them yourself?" 

* * * 
· Note by Havre de Grace, Md., hospita l 

being remo.deled : " Please Be Pat ient -
Hospital Undergoing surgery." 

* * * 
There is a sto ry, to ld in the O zarks, 

about an o ld mountain fi ddler named 
Zeke w ho constantly bow ed the same 
note on his instrument. 

" Zeke," his fr iends·asked, " How come 
those other f iddlers p lay lo ts o f different 
notes on their fiddl es, wh ile you always 
play the same o ne?" 

" Well," ans'd Zeke, " those other. 
fellers are just look in' fo r the r ight note· 
- but I've fo und it! " . 

* * * 
Few peop le boast of hav ing been born 

in log cabi ns w ho st il l live in them. 
* * * 

A rather ti ght-f isted farmer had bui lt 
up a sizeable savings account fro m a 
very small income. "Yep," sa id the 

· farm er, "recko n I done purty well. I on ly 
spent one quarter fo r just dern 
fool ishness in the last 25 yea rs." " How 
was that?" asked the banker. "Aw," 
replied the farmer, "once I let t hem 
fo lks down at the department sto re talk 
me into buying a pair o f socks.'; 

* * * 
Educat io n. take's you from cocksure 

igno rance to thoughtfu l uncertainty. 

Attendance report 

Church 
Alexander, First 
Alicia · 
Alma, First 
Alpena 
Banner, M t. Zion 
Beirne, First 
Bentonville, First 
, Bella Vista Mission . 
IBerryville 

First 
Freeman Heights 
Rock Springs 

Blytheville, Gosn e ll 
Booneville, First 
Camden, First 

Fe b. 25, 1973 
Sunday 
Sc hool ' 

65 
38 

378 
83 
36 
60 

259 
33 

153 
138 
88 

194 

Cherok.ee Village M ission 
Conway, Second 

215 
486 
112 
319 

Crossett 
First 
Mt.Oiive 

Dermott, Temple 
Des Arc, First 
Forrest City 

First 
Second 

Ft. Smith 
Haven Heights 
Te mple · 
Trinity 

G randview 
G reenwood, First 
Hampton, First 
Harrison 

Eagle Heights 
Wood land He ights 

Helena, First 
Hope 

Calvary • 
First 

Hot Springs 
leonard Street 
Park Place 
Vista Heights 

Hughes, First 
Jacksonville 

First 
Marshall Road 

Jonesboro, Central 
l ake City, Bethabara 
l ake Village, Parkway 
l avaca, First 
lincoln, First 
l ittle Rock 

Crystal Hi ll 
Geyer Springs 
life line 
M art indale 
Nail's M emorial 
Wake fie ld First 
W oodlawn 

M elbourne, ·Belview 
M onticello, Second 
North little Rock 

Baring Cross 
Calvary 
l evy 
Park Hill ' 
Sylvan Hills 

Paragould, East Side 
Paris, First · 
Pine Bluff 

Centennial 
Do llarway 
East Side 
First 
Green M eadows 

Second 
South Side 

Prairie G rove, First 
Rogers, First 
Roland; Natural Steps 
Russellvill e 

Kelley He ights 
Second 

Springdale 
Berry Street 
Caudle Avenue 
Elmdale 
First 

Van Buren, First 
Mission 

Vandervoort, First 
Vi my Ridge, Immanuel 
W arren 

Immanuel 
W estside 

W est Helena 
Second 
West Hele na Church 

. W. Me mphis, Vanderbilt Ave. 

·, 

556 
330 
117 
267 

730 
145 

2i 7 
122 
192 
86 . 

267 
104 

279 
78 

301 

195 
508 

72 
361 
108 
200 

375 
311 
554 
139 
50 

287 
19B 

' 157 
733 
622 
105 
109 

56 
119 
152 
225 

566 
397 
392 
776 
281 
214 
350 

184 
124 
212 
676 

45 
125 
761 
195 
569 
89 

45 
237 

117 
112 
361 
839 
506 
44 
44 
68 

270 
77 

219 
260 
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Southern Baptist datelines 
SBC Executive Committee 
proposes $35 million budget 

NASHVILLE (BP)- A record Southern 
Baptist Co nve nt·i on Cooperative 
Program budget of $35 million for 1973-
74 cleared the SBC Executive Committee 
here after brief but spirited discussion . . 

The recommended budget, which 
represents an increase of almost $2 
million, or 6.9 percent over the previous 
year, will go to the Southern Baptist 
Convention in Portland, Ore., in June 
for final consideration. 

In other major actions, the 60-
member Executive Committee voted to 
encourage SBC churches to share the 
expenses of lay persons attend ing the 
annual Southern Baptist Convent ion, 
authorized a revised timetable for 
drafting the convent ion's proposed 
budget on a trial. basis, and paid tribute 
to a retiring Texas Baptist execut ive. 

Most of the three-day session was 
devoted to budget presentations from 
18 agencies of SBC requesting a tota l of 
$36,371,241. 

The $35 million goal finally approved 
includes $~4 million for the operating 
funds of the 18 agencies, plus add iti onal 
$1 million for capita l needs. 

The recommended budget would 
grant to the SBC Foreign Mission Board 
$17,387,284, an increase of $1,067,325. 
The six· SBC seminaries would receive 
$7,025,402, an increase of $450,029; the 
Home Mission Board, $6,225,915, a jump 
of $400,952; and the Radio and 
Television Commission, $1,581,098, a 
hike of $108,254. 

In terms of percentage of increase, the 
Executive Committee retained for 
operating purposes $310,000, an increase 
of 24 percent; and the SBC Stewardship 
Commission got $1.63,096, an increase of 
19 percent. 

Following br ief but spirited 
discussion, only one change was made 
in the proposal made by the program 
subcommittee - an "advance" section 
was added to challenge Baptists to 
exceed the $35 million goal. 

A motipn was approved 
overwhelmingly to recommend to the 
convention that any funds rec~ived 
about the $35 million budget be divided 
in equal parts, one-third to foreign 
missions, one-third to home missions, 
and one-third to all other agencies a't a 
rate the program subcommittee wi ll 
determine. · 

An effort to amend the motion to 
increase the allocation to the SBC 
Brotherhood Commission by $140,000 

. failed after short, spirited debate. Only 
about half a dozen committee members 
voiced approva l of the amendment. 

Norvell Jones, a chemica l company 
executive from St. Louis, Mo., and 

chairman of the Executive's Committee's 
finance subcommittee, made the 
proposal for the increase and asked for 
the $140,000 to be added to the total 
budget, increasing the total goal. 

Chiding the Executive Committee for 
"having too little faith," )ones said the 
agency for Baptist men and boys needed 
"seed money" to motivate the lay 
persons in the pew to larger 
commitments in giving, and deeper 
involvement in missions and the 
denomination . 

The program subcomm ittee had 
reached agreement on the · budget 
proposal after five hours of discussion s, 
and after hours of homework studying a 
176-page book explaining the budget 
requests mailed to members a month 
earlier. 

In formal presentations to the 
Executive Committee, Baker )ames 
Cauthen, executive secretary of the SBC 
Foreign Mission Board, cited the need 
for increased funds to offset doll ar 
devaluation in countries where SBC 
missionaries are on assignment, and to 
appoin t another 250 new missionaries. 

Seminary spokesmen pointed out low 
faculty salaries and poor · average 
expenditures per student ratios in their 
request for funds. 

During 1971-72, Baptists spent $1,601 
per seminary student, while Amer ican 
Baptists spent $4,819 and Episcopalians 
spent $5,681, the representatives said. · 

Among the needs cited by the Home 
Mission Board were 90 new language 
cu lture congregations the agency hopes 
to star.t, an expanded program of work 
with National Bapt ists, and an emphasis 
on establishing new churches and 
church-type missions. 

Other allocations approved by the 
Executive Comm ittee included: Annuity 
Board $175,000, the same as last year; 
Southern Baptist Foundation, $85,000, 
up $3,400; American Baptist Seminary, 
$95,000, same as last year; Christian Life 
Commission, $223,734, up $13,734; 
Education Commission, $151,020, up 
$9,270; Baptist Joint Committee· on 
Public Affairs, $134,240, an increase of 
$8,240; and the . SBC Historical 
Commission, $128,913, up $7,913. 

In another major action, the Execut ive 
Committee voted to begin next july on a 
trial basis a new process for proposing 
the annua l budget which would call for 
hearings in September Executive 
Committee meeting for budget 
increases by the. agencies, rather than in 
February under the current procedure. 

In january, there would be add iti onal 
meetings when agency executives and 
staff members cou ld di scuss in deta il 

with the program subcommittee their 
budget requests. The final budget 
proposal would be finalized for 
recommendation to the convent ion in 
February. 

In order to encourage .greater lay , 
part icipation in the annua l convention, 
the Executive Committee voted to 
encourage churches to pay, or share, 
expenses of lay persons attending 
annua l convention sessions, as well as 
the pastor. 

Porter W. Routh, executive secretary 
of the Executive Comm ittee, told the 
group that resuits of a survey of lay 
leadership in SBC churches had 
disclosed that financia l assistance in 
goin g to the convention was a more 
important factor in determining their 
attendance than was the ·date of the 
convention. About 65 percent sa id they 
would prefer the conventi.on to start on 
Monday or Tue3day rather than sessions 
during a weekend, he said. 

Four program statements changes 
were approved for recommendation to 
the convention, dealing with the work 
of the Seminary Extension Department, 
Sund ay School Board, . Brotherhood 
Commission, and Home Mission Board. 
A revised charter for the Radio-TV 
Commission was also appr'oved. 

A resolution adopted by the Executive 
Committee expressed gratitude for the 
50-year ministry ofT. A .. Patterson, who 
retires Dec. 31 as executive secretary of 
the Baptist General Convention of 
Texas, the SBC's largest state 
convention . Patterson has held the 
position for 13 years, the longest 
cont inu ous term of service of any who 
have filled the Texas posit ion . 
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