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I must say it 
Charles H. Ashcraft I Executive Secretary 

How spiritual are you, really? 
Inasmuch as there are no computers around which can print out your 

exact degree of spirituality, perhaps a ".yes or no" quiz with some deep, Bi­
ble oriented questions will help us explore our actual nearness to God. 
Give yourself two points for every yes and let's see how well we do. 

1. E~joying your church life more? 2. Interest .in lost people growing? 
3. More effective in your prayer life? 4. Increasing delight in God's word? 
5. Less disturbed by misfortunes? 6. Seeking more time for meditation? 
7. Becoming less concerned with just "things"? 8. More patient with less 
advantaged people? 9. Reaction to criticism improving? 10. More inner joy 
in living for Christ? 11. More disciplined? 12. More compatible with your 
family? 13. Developing a better sense of humor? 14. Taking people more 
for what they are worth? 15. Making decisions more quickly and con­
clusively? 16. Living more for others? 17. Any grudges left? 18. Do you 
"count your days" left to serve? 19. Do friends taken earlier in death cross 
your mind frequently? 20. Victories . more frequent in your personal life? 
21. Is Christ more real to you? 22. Can you recall the day of your conver­
sion? 23. Seeking forgiveness for smaller infractions? 24. Have you made 
your will, remembering a worthy cause? 25. Do you feel God shares inner 
secrets with you? 26. Approaching any radiance in your life? 27. Do you 
pray for the lost during the invitation? 28. Less judgmental? 29. Less 
tolerant of mediocrity? 30. Can Christ save anyone? 31. Reaction to· losses 
more Christ-like? 32. Are you aware of the dark areas of your life? 33. Any · 
plans to brighten these areas? 34. Can you love the unlovely? 35. Do you 
stand up for what you know to be right? 36. Showing more strength in 
adapting to embarrassment? 37. Uncomfortable when bad language is 
used? 38. ,Any noticeable growth in grace and knowledge? 39. Do you 
know your neighbors? 40. Did you vote on Nov. 2? 41. Can you rightly 
pronounce the proper noun "Negro"? 42. Do you think question 41 is 
related to spirituality, maturity, and nearness to God? 43. Are you prepared 
to live with majority vote decisions? 44. Any sense of mission in your life? 
45. Do you like yourself? 46. Do you think these questions are theological­
ly oriented? 47. Do you think God is a winner? 48. Is death a promotion for 
the Christian? 49. Can you thank God for your problems? 50. Has this study 
helped you any indetermining the spiritual level of your life? 

The spirit1.,1al level of any life varies from day to day, so our attention 
must be always given to it. The formula whereby one may increase his 
nearness to God appears in James 4:8, "Draw near to God and he will draw 
near to you." His steps in our direction are in cadence-with our steps in his 
direction, so it is time to start. Thanks for the little classroom session with 
you. 

I must say it! 

In this Issue 
Convention actions 6 
Messengers to the state conven­
tion took action to decide which 
churches ·are "regular Baptist 
churches", decided not to build a 
proposed building, and set up a 
committee to study the powers of 
the Executive Board. These and 
other business actions are covered 
in an article about the ann.ual 
meeting. 

Auxiliary meetings 9 
Also meeting in connection with 
the sessions of the Arkansas Bap­
tist State Convention were other 
groups, including the Pastors' 
Conference, the Religious Educa­
tion Association, and Church Staff 
Wives. Stories and photos tell 
about their meetings. 

Russian Baptists . 13 
Two Baptists from Russia visited in 
Arkansas last week and brought 
greetings to the state convention 
and spoke to the Pastors' con-

. ference meeting. 

Plains decides 24 
With attention focused on Plains 
Baptist Church because Jimmy 
Carter is a member there, Baptists 
have praised the church members 
for voting to open worship to peo­
ple of all races and to consider all 
persons for membership. 
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Convention: unity in diversity 

Arkansas Baptists had an excellent convention this 
year although differing opinions were expressed on 
some matters. We believe that the messengers found 
unity in diversity. . 

The convention was truly great for many reasons. 
First, the program was of the finest quality. The 
Program Committee of the convention, as well as that 
of the Pastors' Conference, sought to meet the real 
needs of our churches and pastors. 

The convention had as its theme "The Church 
Ministering." Every one of the basic aspects of the 
functions and ministries of a church were covered by 
able speakers. · 

The inspiration provided by the speakers will be of 
great help to those who attended. Particularly 
noteworthy were the messages delivered by Ron 
Dunn, Grady Cothen, Jack Stanton and Jim Henry 
which will be reported in our issue of Dec. 2. 

. Second, the convention was great because Baptists 
had an opportunity to conduct their business in a 
democratic fashion. One of the historic principles of 
Baptists is to abide by the decisions of the majority. We 
believe that the Executive Board, the building commit­
tee, administration and staff willingly accept the deci­
sions of the messengers. 

T. K. Rucker, in speaking in favor of the proposed 
parking-office building, which was voted down by the 
messengers, stated the case well as he said, "God's 
hand has been upon Arkansas Baptists in a special way 
in recent years. We must let nothing divert us from this 
main thrust of the kingdom's advance. The tactic of the 
militarist on the battle field is to divide and destroy. 

· The devil's tactic is the same. Each of us must vote his 
own conviction today. My chief concern is that after 

Guest editorial 
Variation of Psalm 23 

There was once a man who was in the shadow of 
debt thro~gh a sudden emergency which occurred 
in his life. He cast himself upon God, trusting that he 
would care for him. 

The Twenty-third Psalm became his comfort day 
by day as he repeated the words, "The Lord is• my 
Shepherd; I shall not want." In due course he pro­
duced this remarkable variation: 

"The Lord is my banker; I shall not fail. He maketh 
me to lie down in gold mines: He giveth me the com­
bination of his tills. He restoreth my credit: he showeth 
me how to avoid bankruptcy for his name's sake. Yea, 
though I walk in the very shadow of debt, I will fear no 
·evil: for thou are with me; thy silver and thy gold they 
rescue me. Thou preparest a way for me in the 
presence of my credito-rs: thou fillest my barrels with 
oi l; my measure runneth over. Surely goodness and 

November 25, 1976 

The editor's page 
J. Everett Sneed 

the majority has spoken we will be mature enough as 
Christians to support the decision with our money and 
cooperation." 

Our convention was great because of the relaxed 
and jovial way President Wilbur Herring presided. 
Great credit must go to Dr. Herring, not only for the 
capable way he handled the business of our conven­
tion, but also for a great and challenging presidential 
address. 

We also must pay tribute to our Executive 
Secretary, Charles H. Ashcraft, for his stirring and chal­
lenging message. Dr. Ashcraft said, "I feel that each 
convention becomes bigger and better because of our 
emphasis on missions and evangelism." He told the 
messengers, "Southern Baptists are number one, 
which · demands that we stay at the head of the 
column." .(Next week's ABN will carry Dr. Ashcraft's 
message.) 

Porter Routh, Executive Secretary of the Executive 
Committee of the Southern Baptist Convention, told 
the convention something of its accomplishments in 
stewardship. He said, "The churches of Arkansas gave 
World Missions $1,700,000 last year, representing an 11 
percent increase over the previous year." He com­
mended Arkansas for having a definite plan or formula 
by which we increase our gifts to world missions. He, 
also, pointed out that Arkansas had had a 35 percent 
increase in baptisms this year over 10 years ago. "This," 
he said, "is twice as much as. the average for the 
Southern Baptist Convention." 

Finally, this convention was great because we have 
great people in our churches. We believe that as we 
work together the Lord will provide us with blessings· 
too numerous to count during the coming year. 

mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will 
do business in the name of the Lord." 

However much we give, we can never give away 
the promises of God; they are always there! We never 
lose the presence of the Lord; he is always with us, 
and when he is with us we are in the majority. The 
more we trust him and value his presence, the more 
easi ly we sha ll give free ly of what he has entrusted to 
us. 

"Freely ye have received, free ly give" - you can­
not lose, you can only gain glory from him, b lessing 
for others and a sure eternal reward. 

. The Spirit never lies dormant and idle within the 
soul: he a lways makes his presence known by the 
fruit he .causes to be borne in heart; ·character,· and 
life. - J. C. Ryle in the "Australian Baptist" 
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One layman's opinion 
Daniel R. Grant I President, OBU 

What does the Carter victory mean? 
Trying to tell what a Presidential elec­

tion means is probably even · more 
hazardous than trying to predict the 
winner. No one really can say for sure 
whether the election of Jimmy Carter as 
President will produce more prosperity 
or less, more inflation or less, more un­
employment or less, or more integrity in 
the White House or less. Fifty-one per­
cent of the voters apparently thought 
one way on those issues and 49 percent 
thought the other way. 

A few things.seem clear after the elec­
tion and some other things will continue 
to depend mainly on how well we fol­
low up our voting with effective daily 
action as citizens. Few Southerners can 
avoid being pleased, whether they 
·voted for Carter or not, that it is now 
possible for a candidate with a genuine 
Southern drawl to be elected President 
of the United States. It is even more en­
couraging to discover that it is possible 
to elect a President who is not ashamed 
to tell the world that he is a born-again 
Christian and a Southern Baptist. It was 
astounding that so many professional 
journalists seemed to be struggling with 
a whole new language when the old old 

expressions of evangelical Christianity 
suddenly found their way into the ques­
tions and answers of Presidential cam­
paigning. My hope and prayer is that 
Jimmy Carter's term in the White House 
will make us all proud that he is a 
Southern Baptist. · 

Our very sharp Russian lntourist 
guide in the Soviet Union last summer 
asked several of us in the tour group 
what effect it would have on U.S. rela­
tions with the Soviet Union if Jimmy 
Carter should be elected President. 
After we had discussed many weighty is­
sues such as armament controls, trade 
agreements, detente, and cultural ex­
change programs, she brought up a sub­
ject that seemed to overshadow all 
others. She said, "President Nixon and 
President Ford gave the Soviet Union 
Pepsi-Cola. Maybe Jimmy Carter will 
give us peanut butter!" 

Personally, I happen to be a peanut 
butter lover. I find it easy to believe that 
an international peanut butter exchange 
program might very well tear down the 
iron curtain and put an end to the Cold 
War. It certainly makes more sense than 
exchangin'g atomic bombs. 

'Messiah' performance 
set 'at Immanuel 

Immanuel Church, 10th & Bishop, Lit­
tle Rock, will be the scene of the 46th 
annual performance of Handel's 
oratorio, · "The Messiah," by the 
Arkansas Choral Society on Sunday, 
Dec. 5, at 3 p.m. 

Gene Brooks, chairman of the Depart­
ment of Music, University of Arkansas at 
Little Rock, will conduct the perfor­
mance with Len D. Bobo, director of 
music at Lakewood United Methodist 
Church, North Little Rock, as accom-
pani~. · 

Featured soloists for the performance 
will be Mrs. Marjorie Halbert, Little 
Rock, soprano; Mrs. Marjo Carroll, Hot 
Springs, soprano; Eugene Windsor, as­
sistant professor of music at UALR, bass; 
Arthur Arney, instructor of voice at 
UALR, tenor; Mrs. Sheila M. Kearney, 
co;1tralto, North Ridge, Calif. 

The annual performance of Handel's 
famous oratorio has traditionally 
opened the Christmas season in 
Arkansas on the first Sunday of each 
December. 

Tickets for the performance may be 
purchased from society members or at 
the door. Proceeds are used to defray 
the cost of the performance. 

Woman's viewpoint 
Iris O'Neal Bowen 

Thoughts of Thanksgiving 

Looking back each year at this time, 
we remember the stories of the Pilgrims 
and the sacrifices they made _to come to 
a place where each one could worship 
according ·to his own conscience. We 
know of the long, hard, hungry winter 
they endured. We have read how they 
planted crops and were aided by the In­
dians, who were willing to help the 
strangers in their own land. 

Theri when the harvest was gathered, 
the first thought of the Pilgrims, the first 
thing they wanted to do, was to show 
their thanks to God for his watchcare 
over them through their difficult times. 
. I am sure that as they spread the tables 

with the bounty of the land, there were 
many prayers of thanksgiving. I am sure 

they sang the great old songs they had 
brought along in their memories from 
their homeland. 

The children must have played little 
games that day, after the tables were 
cleared, and I expect there was a small 
dog or -two to help take care of the 
leftovers. 

Today, we have so much to be 
thankful for, we sometimes wonder 
what we can do or say to show God we 
are really grateful. 

Our homes are so nice and well­
tended, we would not allow space in 
our back yards for a Pilgrim's small log 
house. 

We never have to suffer ·bitter cold 

Mrs. Kearney 

such as the Pilgrims endured, for we can 
always turn up the thermostat. 

Food and clothing, and the money to 
buy them with, are so abundant that we 
spend and throw· away with li,tle 
thought. 

Perhaps if we want to show God we 
are tru ly grateful for his bountiful bless­
ings, we might share them with thdse in 
need. We might give more of our in­
come to help carry the story of God's 
love to those so in need of it. 

We might pray for strength to become 
be.tter witnesses to those about us. 

Yes, we can offer thanks in so many 
ways! 
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Minister writes new_'Amazin g Grace'; 
dedicates it to president-elect 

by Erwin L. McDonald 
ABN Editor Emeritus 

A 90-year-old Litt le Rock ministe r, 
educator, poet has writte n a new ve r­
sion of Preside nt-elect Jimmy Carter's 
favorite hymn, " Amazing Grace", and is 
dedicating it to Carter. 

Joseph Boone Hun ter, a form e r Chriss 
tian Church (Disciples of Christ) mis­
sionary to Japan, has had his hymn copy­
righted and is maki ng it avai lab le at no 
charge to chu rches wish ing to use it as a 
feature of worship on " Inauguration 
Sunday," Jan . 16, the Sunday just ahead 
of the Presidential inauguration on Jan. 
20. 

Dr. Hunter wrote the new vers ion 
ahead of the Pres id e ntial race and 
decided to dedicate it to Mr. Carter as 
he listened to the Carter interview by 
New York journalist ~ill Moyers on 
national television. At that time can­
didate Carte'r told of his "born-again" 
religious experience and indicated that 
"Amazing Grace" was his favo rite hymn. 
. "I was greatly impressed with Mr. 

Ca rte r's sincerity of purpose and his 
pe rsonal re ligious expe ri e nce," sa id the 
vete ran minister. "He impressed me as 
be ing the kind of leader our country 
despe rate ly needs at this time." 

Hunter sees the Carter election as "an 
answe r to prayer." He commends the 
new President to the "continuing prayer 
s u p port of p eo pl e of all 
deno minatio ns." 

The fi rst two ve rses of the Hunter 
Hymn re late to the "new birth" of the 
Christian religion, which received wide 
publicity during the Presidential cam- · 
paign as a result of the Carter emphasis: 

"Amazing grace, His boundless love, 
surrounds and fill s my soul; And since I 
hold Him in my heart My life has joys 
untold. · 

"I tried for years to live alone And 
keep His love away, But He my path did 
walk beside To shield my steps each 
day." 

Although the third stanza was written 

with all Christians in mind, Dr. Hunter 
sees it as particularly reflective of the life 
experiences of the President-elect: 
· "I know I've crossed o'er swollen 
streams and yawning chasms wide; 
Perhaps some sainted soul at prayer 
Though unseen was my guide." 

The closing st_anza highlights the 
Christian's commitment to God's pur-
poses for his life : , ·. 

"And now I would my witness bear, 
His love and grace make known; I've 
found my task along life's road; His 
cause shall be my own." 

Churches may secure copies of the 
hymn at no charge by writing to Dr. 
Hunter at his residence, 68 Berkshire 
Drive, Little Rock, and enclosing 26 
cents in stamps for cost of mailing. 

He will provide one copy to a church 
with permission for it to be reproduced 
for church use. His copyright is to 
protect his 'rights as author .against 
someone publishing the hymn without 
his permission. . 

Writing poetry and hymns has been a 
life-long hobby of Hunter, who was 
born at Allen, Tex., on Dec. 27, 1886. He 
has written a Christmas poem each year 
since 1929 and is presently composing a 
poem for the Bicentennial Christmas of 
1976. 

"I agree with the late Robert Frost that 
'a poem has to begin with a lump in 
your throat'," said the minister. "If you 
are going to write poetry, you have to 
begin with a deep emotional experience 
- a great joy, or, perhaps, a heavy 
burden." 

For a long time, Dr. Hunter has felt 
the need for the old hymns to be 

. reworded. Besides"Amazing Grace" he 
has . written new · versions of other 
hymns, including "Just As I Am" and 
"Rock of Ages." Some ·of his versions 
have been widely used. 

He has also written a number of new 
hymns, including one entitled "Personal 
Peace," which he wrote after a con­
ference with a man who had been on his 
way to commit murder, but who gave 
up his gun for Christian commitment. 

Trying out the hymn with Dr. Hunter 
(right) are Second Church, Little Rock, 
minister of Music Roger Copeland 
(playing) and Pastor Dale Cowling. 
(Photo by Jan Houseworth, courtesy of 
"Arkansas Democrat") 
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Convention directs study of Board's authority; 

proposed budget which is up 14.41 per­
cent over 1976. Raymond Reed of War­
ren sought to amend the budget to 
"restore the total provisions in the 
budget" for the office of annuity 
representative. Reed said that h.is inten­
tion was to "continue the position of 
field representative as .it is." The amend­
ment failed on a voice vote, and the 
recommended budget was adopted. 

Messengers also adopted a recom­
mendation to allow the Baptist Student 
Union in Arkansas to launch a "Third 
Century Endowment Campaign," with a 
goal of $1 million. Earnings from the en­
dowment funds would be used for Bap­
tist Student ministry. 

In the ope ning session on Tuesday 
evening R. Wilbur Herring presided and 
Cary Heard, pastor of the host church, 
gave the welcome. 

Special recognition was given to 
agency representatives and to past state 
presidents who were present for the 

Arkansas Baptists have rejected a pro­
posal by their Executive Board to build a 
parking/office building, and have set up 
a study committee to check on the 
spending powers granted to the Board 
by the State Convention's Constitution 
and bylaws. . . 

In a business session Tuesday, Nov. 17, 
messengers to the annual meeting, be­
ing held at Park Hill Church, North Little 
Rock, voted by a wide margin to reject 
the proposal for a $3,650,000 addition to 
the office building in Little Rock which 
houses offices for employees of the Ex­
ecutive Board. The proposal was one of 
four presented by the Board for conven­
tion approval. 

Roy F. Lewis, associate executive 
Secretary for the state convention, ex­
plained the plans for the building, using 
some visual aids. He said that one of the 
most frequently expressed objections to 
the proposal to build was that this would 
set a precedent by putting Baptists in the · 
rental business. 

Lewis told the messengers that the 
convention had voted in 1947 to acquire 
the b1,1ilding at 401 West Capitol in Little 
Rock for Baptist office space, and that 
they approved allowing rental of some -
of that building to other tenants. He said 
that space was rented from 1947-1953 . . 

Lewis also maintained that some 
churches and some associations iri the · 
state were now getting income from the 
rental of property they own. 

Five messengers came to the platform 
to speak against the proposal. One 
called the rental to defray part of the 
costs an unbiblical method of sup­
porting God's work, and another said he 

. had never seen the present parking lot 
full. A third speaker wanted money to 
be spent starting missions in the state. 

Speakers for the proposal said that the 
office and parking space was in demand 
in downtown Little Rock, and that 
nothing in the Bible prevents Baptists 
from being smart business people. One 
speaker recalled that Baptists had 
turned down a proposal to buy a camp­
site some years ago and it turned out to 
be a bad decision. He chided Baptists for 
looking for little reasons why things 
could not be done, and urged them not 
to be short-sighted. · 

The vote on the building proposal was 
taken by secret ballot, and the results 
were given at the close of that afternoon 
session. 

state constitution and bylaws and that 
they bring a report to the 1977 conven­
tion. Golden said that the purpose of 
·the committee will be "to make a study 
of the constitution and bylaws of our 
convention to determine the power that 
the Executive Board has to,spend money 
and transact business that has not been 
authorized by the Convention at its an­
nual meeting." _ 

Three other recommendations were 
brought to the messengers Wednesday 
afternoon in the Executive Board's an­
nual report. The first asked that changes 

· be made in the annuity program with 
the Southern Baptist Annuity Board . The 
lowest return plan now available for 
Arkansas pastors and staffers would be 
closed to new members after Jan. 1, 
1978, but present participants could re­
main in it or could transfer to another 
plan. The recommendation was 
adopted. · 

Ray Wells of. Smackover presented a 

In a business session earlier that day A late unofficial count of messengers showed that more than 2,000 were registered 
Oscar Golden of Benton proposed that for the meeting and some had to sit in the aisles or stand at the opening session 
a committee be established to study the Tuesday night. (ABN photos) 
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ejects building proposed by Executive Board 

opening session . 
Michael Zhidkov, senior pastor of the 

Moscow Baptist Church and Alexei 
Bichkov, general secretary of the All • 
Union Council of Evangelical Christians 
in the Soviet Union, brought brief 
greetings to the convention. 

Herring introduced as ·convention 
committee chairmen J. C. ,Myers of 
North Little Rock, committee on order 
of business; Mason Craig of McGehee, 
credentials; Paul _podd of West Helena, 
resolutions and Paul Wilhelm of Ozark, 
tellers. 

After the messengers had voted to 
adopt the order of business as set up in 

the printed program, Kenneth Threet of 
Mountain Home called for a point of 
order. He reminded President Herring 
that the body had not voted to enroll 
the messengers. 

Dr. Herring apologized for the over­
sight ·but before the vote could be 
taken, W. L. Jenkins of Atkins moved 
that the convention sea.t only mes­
sengers from "regular Baptist churches 
which in doctrine and practice adhere 
to the principles and spirit of the Baptist 
Faith and Message as stated in the Con­
stitution, Article Ill, Section 1." The mo­
tion was passed. 

The question was raised by Jenkins as 

The Music Men and the Singing Women, who are church staffers jn musi~ areas, 
joined forces to present special music to the opening session of the meeting. 

to how the convention would deter­
mine whether messengers are represen­
tatives of such churches. The president 
entertained ·a motion as follows, which 
was then made by Jenkins: 

"I move that the ABSC authorize and 
instruct the President of this convention 
along with the Credentials Committee 
appointed in this session to visit any and 
all churches who are not complying 
with Article 111, Section 1 of the constitu­
tion of the convention and to assist the 
church or churches to full compliance 
wi~h both statement and practice with 
this portion of the constitution and to 
report to the convention in 1977 those 
churches who have failed to so comply 
that they may not be seated." 

After that motion received a second, 
J. T. Harvill objected to the portion of 
the motion involving the seating of mes­
sengers in the 1977 convention. Presi­
dent Herring asked the messengers 
making and seconding the motion if 
they would agree to strike that portion, 
and they agreed. 

The messengers adoRted the 
· amended motion and voted to enroll 

the 1976 · messengers. Kenneth Threet 
then moved that the convention vote to 
make actions taken before the enroll­
ment valid. 

Dr. Herring was re-elected president 
for his second term in the Wednesday 
morning meeting of the convention.: 

Elected to serve with Dr. Herring were 
Carl Overton, Director of Missions for 
Central Association, vice-president; and 
Homer Shirley of Crossett, second vice­
president. 

Another highlight of the Wednesday 
session was the presentation of a service 
award plaque to Dr. Thurman K. Rucker, 
retiring Annuity Secretary. This presen­
tation was made by Harold Bailey of Dal­
las, vice-president of the Southern Bap­
tist Convention Annuity Board. 

An amendment which had been dis­
tributed to the messengers on Tuesday 
evening was presented for a vote in this 
·session by Dqn Hook, chairman of the 
constitution and bylaws committee, and 
was tabled. The amendment would have 
limited the president of the convention 
to one term and require his nomination 
from the floor of the convention. 

The convention Credentials Commit­
tee brought their report to the mes­

Andy Setliffe, president of the Convention's Executive Board (left), introduced . se·ngers. Thursday morning, and recom­
those who brought the Board's recommendations, and Roy F. Lewis, associate ex­ mended that action on the seating of 
ecutive Secretary, explained the P:Oposal to construct an office/ parking building. messengers from Faith Church, Tex-
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arkana, be delayed until the 1977 con­
vention. ~aith Church has been con­
stituted since the last convention 
meeting. 

Also in the Thursday morning session, 
messengers heard a report from the 
Review Committee on Ministry. 
Chairman Paul Sanders of little Rock 
recommended that the original study 
committee be directed to study for 
another year on stress in the ministry, 
and that the president of the convention 
make appointments to fill any vacancies. 

Ervin Keathley, state music secretary, 
directed congregational music at the 
convention. 

Porter Routh, executive secretary of the 
Executive Board of the SBC, was one of 
the agency representatives attending 
the Arkansas meeting. 
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T. K. Rucker (center), who is retiring as Annuity Board Representative for 
Arkansas, was presented a plaque in honor of his · service at the meeting. 
Harold Bailey, Vice President of the SBC Annuity Board, presented the award. 
Mrs. Rucker accompanied Dr. Rucker. 

On the cover - R. Wilbur Herring of Jonesboro (center) was re-elected president 
of the state ·convention at the meeting. This will be his second year in this office. 
Carl Overton, director of missions for Central Association (left), was elected first 
vice president, and Homer Shirley, pastor of First Church, Crossett, was named se­
cond vice president. 
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Conway Sawyers and J. A. Kuehn were among the more than 2,000 messengers (ac­
cording to unofficial figures) who registered for the 1976 state convention meeting. 

(_.___A_u_x_i_li_a_ry;;.___m_e_e_ti_n_g_s_t_o_co_n_v_e_n_ti_o_n___) 

Pastors' Conference features Arkansas speakers -
The 1976 Pastors' Conference, which 

convened in Park Hill Church, North Lit­
tle Rock, featured a host of Arkansas 
speakers. The out-of-state speakers 
were Michael Zhidkov, senior pastor of 
the Moscow Baptist Church, Alexei 
Bichkov, general secretary of the All 
Union Council of Evangelical Christians, 
and James E. Wood Jr., director of the 
Baptist Joint Committee on Public Af- . 
fairs, Washington, D.C. ,. 

The Pastors' Conference developed 
the theme "The Church Ministering." 
The first session dealt with "A Pastor's 
Role in Political Life." Bernes K. Selph, 
recently retired from First Church, 
Benton, spoke on "Biblical Prophets and 
Political Life." Dr. Selph said, "The Old 
and New Testaments are filled with the 
politics of the day. Although their 
government form was different, the at­
tttudes they exhibited about political 
matters can give us great insight into the 
action we should take today." 

James E. Wood Jr. spoke on "The 
Pastor and Public Affairs." Dr. Wood 
asked the question, "Why should the 
minister be il)volved in public affairs?" 
He said the church must be involved . 
because of the very nature of the 
church. "It is the body of Christ upon 
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the earth and as such it must do 
everything possible to make the world 
conform to Christ." 

Larry Baker, pastor, First .Church, 
Fayetteville, spoke on "Early American 
Preachers and Political Life." Dr. Baker 
documented historically the involve­
ment of colonial Baptist preachers in the 
political life of the community. He said, 
"The election day sermon was the sec­
ond most important sermon preached 
by these men. They dealt with a wide 

range of principles. The only thing they 
did not do was to tell the people for 
which candidate to vote." 

Johnny Jackson, pastor, Forrest 
Highlands Church, Little Rock, spoke on 
"Present-Day Pastors and t_he Moral Is­
sues." Jackson challenged the pastors to 
identify the problems that are in our 
society and then to declare these issues 
to their congregations. "No con­
gregation," Jackson said, "ought to have 
any ·doubts where their pastor stands on 

Sessions of the Pastors' Conference were held at Park Hill Church Monday 
evening through Tuesday noon, before the convention meeting. 
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any mor·a1 issue. This means that we will 
have to have bold declaration." 

The second session of the Pastors' 
Conference dealt with "A Pastor's Role 
in His Personal and Family Life." John 
Wright, pastor, First Church, Little Rock, 
spoke on "A Pastor's Responsibility to 
His Family." Dr. Wright said, "The 
pastor's life is inseparably connected 
with the home. If there is no revival in 
the pastor's home, there will be no 
revival in the church. He ought to be 
able to say to his members, 'If you want 
to know how to treat your wife and 
children, look at my own home.'" 

R. D. Harrington, pastor, Philadelphia, 
spoke on "A Pastor's Personal Life 
Before God." Harrington said that the 
pastor was to have a right relation with 
God by committing himself to God, 
through his prayer life, and through al­
lowing the Holy Spirit to lead in every 
area of his life. Harrington concluded, 
"When we rely upon the Holy Spirit to 
guide us in every area of our life, it gives 
us a boldness that enables us to speak 
out for God." 

Roy Hilton, recently retired pastor of 
Immanuel Church, El Dorado, spoke 
from' John 21 :15 on the subject "A 
Pastor's Responsibil(ty to His Church." 

He said, "The pastor must always be a 
student of the Word so that he can feed 
the flock that has been entrusted to him. 
It is a sin to call the sheep together and 
fail to feed them." 

Lloyd Sparkman, a retired pastor liv­
ing in little Rock, spoke on "A Pastor's 
Role in Retirement." He said, "Retire­
ment does not negate a man's call to 
preach. It does not alleviate his obliga­

. tion to minister." 

The final session of the Pastors' 
Conference had as its theme "A Pastor's 
Role in World Outreach." Kenneth 
Threet, pastor, First Church, Mountain 
Home, spoke on "A Pastor's Role in the 
Denomination." Dr. Threet identified 
three ways that a pastor may use his 
denomination and concluded, "We 
should pledg·e ourselves to support the 
causes of our denomination which will 
honor and glorify the work of our Lord 
Jesus Christ." 

Bill Lewis, pastor, North Main Church, 
Jonesboro, spoke on "A Pastor's Role in 
Evangelism." Lewis said, "A pastor has 
not done his full job unless he is in­
volved in evangelism." Lewis pointed 
out that the Great Commission instructs 
us to disciplize, to teach, and to baptize. 

He concluded by challenging the 
pastors to be involved in a constant 
program of growing Christians. 

Dillard Miller, pastor, First Church 
Mena, spoke on "A Pastor's Role i~ 
Keeping Fellowship." He pointed out 
that the word "fellowship" or 
"Koinonia" means "partnership." He 
said, "As partners we have mutual in­
terest in the activities of God. We also 
have mutual resources that God can 
give to us. All of God's resources are at 
his ministers' disposal for their taking. 
All of my resources ought to be at his 
disposal." 

The closing message of the con­
ference was delivered by W. 0. Vaught, 
pastor, Immanuel Church, Little Rock, 
who spoke on "A Pastor's Highest 
Responsibility." Dr. Vaught used as his 
text John 16:8, and emphasized that our 
responsibility is to preach the Word of 
God. 

Dr. Vaught said the term 'when he 
comes,' might lead · an individual to 
believe that the Holy Spirit had not 
come into the world. He was here, but 
previously he had been with men; now 
he is to be in men. This was the begin-

Among the speakers for the conference 
were (clockwise from below) Kenneth 
Threet of Mountain Home, W. 0. 
Vaught Jr. of Little Rock, John Wright of 
Little Rock, Dillard Miller of Mena, and 
Lloyd Sparkman of Little Rock. 
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ning of the church age. 
This year's Pastors' Conference was 

under the direction of President John 
Finn, director of missions for North 
Arkansas Association, Jimmy Taylor, 
pastor, First Church, Hardihg, and Harry 
Wigger, retired. The officers for next 
year are: Ferrell Morgan, pastor, Mount 
Olive Church, Crossett, president; 
Robert Tucker, director of missions; Tri­
coun.ty Association, first vice president; 
Johnny Jackson, pastor, Forres1 
Highlands Church, Little Rock, seconc 
vice president. · 

Officers elected by the pastors werE 
Johnny Jackson, second vice president, 
Ferre// Morgan, president; and Rober 
Tucker, first vice president. 

_____briefly 
Temple Church, Fort ~mith, held a 

revival recently with Clarence Shell, 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention state 
evangelist, conducting · the services. 
Music was in ,the charge of Red Johnson. 
There were eight professions of faith 
and four joined . by letter. Elton Pen­
nington is pastor. 

Harris Chapel at Wynne he.Id revival 
services Oct. 24-30 with Sid Byler, pastor 
of First Church, Marshall, serving as 
evangelist. Music was led by G. L. (Tack) 
Marcum. There were eight professions 
of faith. Tom Casey is pastor. 

Rehobeth Church, Moorefield, will 
• celebrate its 105th anniversary with a 

revival the week of Nov. 29-Dec. 5. The 
week's services will be concluded on 
Sunday when Charles H. Ashctaft, Ex­
ecutive Secretary of the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention, will be speaker. 
Lunch will be served at noon with the 
afternoon to feature special music and 
historical information on the church. 

Open Door Church at Rogers 
observed "Harvest Day" on Nov. 7 with 
501 in attendance for Sunday School. 
There wete 40 additions to the church 
by baptism and 14 by letter. The church 
recently began a bus ministry, and has 
four buses now running on Sundays. 

HOLY LAND 
$799 

9-Day. Dec. 28-Jan. 5 from Dallas. 
Write: Dr. Weldon Estes, Enchanted 
Tours, 4219 Oak Arbor, Dallas, 
Texas 75233. (214) 330-7111. 
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Arkansas all ove.________paopla 
Harrison Johns,. 

who has been pas­
toring in Alamosa, 
Colo., is now at 
Conway where he 
is pastoring Pleas- . 
ant Grove ·Church. 
Johns, who was Di­
rector of Missions 
for Independence 
Association in Ar-
kansas 1957~62, is a Harrison Johns 
graduate of Oua-
chita University and Southwestern Sem­
inary. In addition to pastoring churches 
in Colorado he served on the Executive 
Board of the Colorado Convention 
~everal years and at the time he left 
there he was-chairman of the program 
committee, a member of the ad­
ministrative and executive committees 

, and active in the local association. Johns 
was elected to serve as a member of the 
Committee on Boards at the Southern 
Baptist Convention in ·June of this year. 
Writing is another ministry in which 
Harrison is involved. He has written for 
numerous publications and has written 
a three-session unit on growing in 
worship for publication by the Church 
Training Department of the Sunday 
School Board in Young Adults in Train­
ing October-December, 1977. He and 
his wife, Barbara, who is a native of Har­
risburg, are parents of two children. 

-Ordination services for Kerry Pool 
were held at the Brumley Church in 
Conway on Oct. 24. E. B. Lancaster, 
pastor, was in charge of the service. J. A. 
Kuehn, Director of Missions for 

Faulkner Association, led the question­
ing and ordination prayer. Mrs; Wanda 
Stanton was in charge of special music 
with John Evans delivering the ordina­
tion sermon and charge. Others par­
ticipating were Bill Evans and Mr. and 
Mrs. Irvin Shelby. 

Steve Wilkes has been called as pastor 
of Black Oak Church in Marked Tree. 
Wilkes, a student at Mid-America 
Seminary in Memphis, is married to the 
former Carol Cameron of Gadsden, Ala. 

H. Lee Lewis of Little Rock was in 
Jonesboro on Oct. 31 where he filled 
the pulpit at North Main Church. His 
son, Bill Lewis, is pastor of the church. · 
There were 455 in attendance for the 
"Great Day In the Morning" services. 

Harold W. Hodgson was ord~ined 
into the ministry by the Gillham Church 
on Oct. 24. Jerry Hill served as 
moderator with A. G. Escott leading the 
questioning. The charge was given by 
E. B. White, and Royce Litchfield 
delivered the ordination message. 
Hodgson has been called as pastor of 
First Church in Petty, Tex. 

Bill Whitener has been called as 
pastor of First Church in Concord. A 
senior at Mid-America Seminary in · 
Memphis, Whitener is married to the 
former Mildred C. Tull of Stillwell, Kans. 

Ken Pegram has been called as pastor 
of M.arion Church. Pegram, a former 
full-time evangelist, came to the Marion 
Church from Memphis where he was 
serving as staff evangelist at Speedway 
Terrace Ch.urch in Memphis. Pegram is 
married to the former Beverly June 
Taylor of Memphis. and is a student at 
Mid-America Seminary. 
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Speaker ·tells education, music 
staffers about overcoming stress 

Members of the Arkansas Baptist 
Religious Education Association heard 
Bob Dale offer some st,1ggestions for 
overcoming stress as the y encounter 
pressure points in their ministry. Dale, 
who is supervisor of the Career 

· Guidance Section of the Sunday School 
Board's Church Administration Depart­
ment, told the education and music staf­
fers how he had overcome stress in his 
own life. 

The group, which now has 68 
members, met Nov. 16 at First Church, 
Little Rock, and elected Lew King of 
Eastside Church, Ft. Smith, as their presi­
dent. He served last year as first vice 
president. · Named first vice president 
and president-elect was Jess Sutton ·of 
Van Buren. Charles Mayo of Benton was 
elected second vice president and Fred­
die Pike of No. Little Rock was named 
secretary-treasure r. 

Mrs. Jerry Wilcox of Lakeshore Drive 
Church in Little ~ock was elected presi­
dent of Arkansas Church Staff Wives 
when the organization held its annual 
luncheon-meeting on Nov. 16. 

The meeting was held at Park Hill 
Church, North Little Rock, in conjunc­
tion with the annual state convention. 

Elected to serve with Mrs. Wilcox for 
the next year were Mrs. J. W. Adams of 
Beech Street Church, Texarkana, vice­
president; Mrs. Jerre Hassell of First 
Church, Stuttgart, secretary. Mrs. Ron 
Ford of .Central Church, ~orth Little 
Rock, and Mrs. Amon Baker of Im­
manuel Church, Little Rock, were 
named co-chairmen of the social com­
mittee. 

The slate of officers was presented by 
Mrs. Bobbie Sparkman. Others serving 
on the nominating committee were 
Mrs. Don Cooper and Mrs. Ford. 

Mrs. Jerry Warmath, out-going presi­
dent, introduced the officers and also 
gave a brief history on the organization 
which was formed in 1949. 

Mrs. John Wright was in charge of the 
program introduction. Special music 
was presented by the Singing Women of 
Arkansas directe_d by Mrs. Robert 
Pilcher, after which- Mrs. Ade Ford of 
Huttig gave a testimony on the miracle 
performed by God in her life. Mrs. Ford, 
who had been blind since the age of 19, 
said "that the Lord completely restored 
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R. E. Association officers for 1976-77 include (left) Freddie Pike, Jess Sutton, and Lew · 
K~~ 

Church Staff Wives hear 
of woman's sight 'miracle' 

I 

I 

I 
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her sight at 12:30 a.m. on Aug. 26, 1972, 
after her husband, who is pastor of First 
Church, Huttig, prayed that the Lord 
restore her sight if it was in his will." 

She said that though they had prayed 
this same prayer for a number of years 
that when they both first knew that she 
could see that it was unbelievable. Mrs. 
Ford told what a great joy it was to see 

New officers of Church Staff Wives are (left to right) Mrs. )erre Hassell of Stuttgart, 
secretary; Mrs.). W. Adams of .Texarkana, vice-president; Mrs. Jerry Wilcox of little 
Rock, president; and Mrs. Ron Ford of North little Rock and Mrs. Amon Baker of 
little Rock, social co-chairmen. 
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her husband and daughter, Sharon, for 
the first time. She said that now each day 
she tries to live so that her life might 
touch others in a way the Lord would 
want her to. 

A fellowship hour directed by Otho 
Hesterly of Pulaski Heights Church in 
Little Rock preceded the luncheon. Mrs. 
Willard Zeiser led the invocation. 



Soviet church-state relations 
improve, Russian Baptists say 

by Erwin L. McDonald 
ABN Editor Emeritus 

Marked improvement in church-state 
relations in Soviet Russia was reported 
by two Russian Baptist ·leaders on a re­
cent visit to Arkansas. 

Michael Zhidkov, senior pastor of the 
Moscow Baptist Church and vice presi­
dent of the Baptist World Alliance, and 
Rev. Alexei Bichkov, general secretary 
of the All-Union Council of Evangelical 
Christians-Baptists in the U.S.S.R., said 
that Russians enjoy freedom of worship. 
But they made a distinction between 
freeqom of worship and freedom of 
religion. . 

The Russian government places no 
, controls or restrictions on services 

which religious groups conduct in their 
places of worship, but churches would 
not be permitted to become politically 
involved, they said. 

"Ministers are permitted complete 
freedom in deciding content of their 
sermons," Pastor Zhidkov said. "We 
make no compromise in preaching that 
it is only through the power of God in 
Christ that persons are made into new 
creatures. 11 

Although the churches place no 

restrictions on Communists attending 
their services, they would not consider 
receiving any as church members 
without their professions of faith in 
Christ as Savior, Zhidkov said. 

"We occasionally have Communists 
converted to Christianity," he said. 
11 And while we do not require that such 
persons renounce Communism, there is 
no way for a Christian to continue to 
practice the teachings of Communism." 

Members of the Communist party are 
not permitted to be affiliated with any 
religious faith, Bichkov said. 

One of the most encouraging recent 
develqpments for Russian Christians was 

· the lifting of the ban of the government 
against the printing or distribution of Bi­
bles, tj,e visitors said. 

They cited the recent receipt of 3,000 
Bibles and 30,000 hymnals from the 
United States, items which until now 
have gone into Russia only by smug-
gling. · · 

Through arrangements with the 
United Bible Society and the Baptist 
World Alli_ance, 50,000 Bibles and 70,000 
New Testaments were printed recently 

Michael Zhidkov (left photo), senior pastor of the Moscow Baptist Church, and 
Alexei Bichkov, general secretary of the Baptist council in the Soviet Union, brought 
greetings to the Tuesday evening Convention session. (ABN photos) 
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in Russia, marking what is expected to 
be a new era, the ministers reported. 

Asked for their reactions to the recent 
election of a fellow Baptist - Jimmy 
Carter - to the presidency of the 
United States, the ministers said they 
were hoping for continued good rela­
tions between their country and the 
United States, particularly in the area of 
munitions control. · 

Widespread study of English as an ad­
ditional language among the Russian 

· people was cited ·as evidence of good 
will among Russians toward Americans. 

Asked about the status of Baptists in 
Russia, Secretary Bichkov said there are 
approximately 5,000 churches of the · 
Baptist faith at this time, with 
memberships totaling about 500,000. 

"We are enjoying slow but steady 
growth," he said, "including all age 
groups." 

Church buildings are provided by the 
government, he said. Some Baptist con­
gregations have been assigned stately 
temples formerly occupied (before the 
Communist Revolution) by the 
Orthodox Church. Some of these struc­
tures have sanctuaries with seating 
capacities ranging up to 5,000. 

In instances where churches erect 
their buildings a.t their own expense, the 
buildings are deeded to the state, which 
in turn releases them to the churches, at 
no additional cost. 

Asked how Russian Baptists differ 
from American Baptists, Zhidkov said 
that the Russian Baptists "are not as 
humble as you Americans - they take 
the front seats when they go to church," 

Dr. Daniel Grant, president of 
Ouachita University, on whose invita­
tion the Russian leaders came to the 
state, told of experiences he and Mrs. 
Grant had on a visit with the Russian 
Baptists in the U.S.S.R. last summer. 

"One thing we learned," said Grant, 
smilingly, "was that if you want to get a 
seat in a Russian church you have to go 
an hour ahead of schedule. Russian Bap­
tists attend the services of their churdies 
on a regular basis, and the churches are 
always filled." . 

The visiting ministers were accom­
panied by Robert Denny, executive 
secretary of the Baptist World Alliance, 
who arranged for their three-week visit 
to the States. They spoke to the Arkansas 
Baptist Pastors Conference and to the 
student body of Ouachita University 
and brought official greetings to the 
Arkansas Baptist State. Convention dur­
ing its annual session. 
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BOLD BE:LIE:\JE:RS 
require bold actions 

Christian stewardship means having a will 
Having a will is a vital part of stewardship. It is a part of caring for one's family 

and it provides a way to make a charitable gift from one's estate. · 

Throughout the year, the Arkansas Baptist Foundation staff offers assistance to 
churches desiring such a program. Special emphasis is given in January of each year. 

Very shortly, each pastor will receive a poster, a sample of a bulle tin insert, and 
other related material. An order card will be provided for securing these materials 
in quantity. The accompanying picture illustrates the art work that will be used in 
the 1977 material. - Harry D. Trulove, Executive Director, Arkansas Baptist Founda­
tion, Box 552, Little Rock, Ark. 72203 

This is just one scene from a Royal Am­
bassador Father-Son Banquet held at 
Grand Avenue church in Ft. Smith. 

According to John Matthews, As­
sociational Royal Ambassador Leader, 
the night was filled with good food (just 
ask Shawn Bernard), hilarious entertain­
ment and some great fellowship 
between boys and their dads. 

During Royal Ambassador Week in 
November there were perhaps many ac­
tivities of the same nature in churches 
and other associations. 

If your church did not observe Royal 
Ambassador Week, why not plan some 
special event for the boys and dads, 
now. It is never too late for men and 
Royal Ambassadors to get together. -
C. H. Seato.n, Director 

High Attendance bay 
hits 60 percent 

NASHVILLE (BP) - Nearly 4.4 million 
persons, 60 percent of all Southern Bap­
tists enrolled in Sunday School, were 
present Sunday, Oct. 31, on "High At­
tendance Day" across the Southern Bap­
tist Convention (SBC) . 

While representing a larger than 
average attendance, the figure fell short 
of the five million goal for that day. 

On an average Sunday, approximately 
52 percent of the total enrollment at­
tends Sunday School. the 4,393,036 
present on High Attendance Sunday 
represents almost 600,000 more than 
usually attend. · 

The Baptist General Convention of 
Texas had the best increase this year, 
with a total of 656,108 present, com­
pared to 610,747 last year on High At­
tendance Sunday. 
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"M" Night 1976 
• .Inspiration 

• Fellowship 
• Information 

• . Speclal Features 
• Launching the 100,000 Campaign 

Attet:1d "M" Night in your association · 

Association 

Arkansas Valley 
Ashley 
Bartholomew 
Benton County 
Big Creek 
Black River 
Buckner 
Caddo River 
Calvary 
Carey 
Caroline 
Centennial 
Central 
Clear Creek 
Concord 
Conway-Perry 
Current-Gains 
Dardanelle-Russellville 
Delta 
Faulkner 
Greene County 
Harmoriy 
Independence 
Liberty 
Little Red River 
Little River 
Mississippi County 
Mt. Zion 
North Arkansas 
North Pulaski 
Ouachita 
Pulaski 
Red River 
Rocky Bayou 
Searcy 
Southwest Ark. 
Tri-County 
Trinity 
Van Buren 
Washington-Madison 
White River 

November 25, 1976 

Date 

Dec. 6 
Dec. 6 
Nov. 29 
Dec. 6 
Dec. 13 
Nov. 22 
Dec. 6 
Dec. 6 
Dec. 6 
Dec. 6 
Dec. 6 
Nov. 29 
Dec. 7 
Dec. 6 
Dec. 13 
Dec. 5 
Nov. 29 
Dec. 6 
Dec. 6 
Dec. 6 
Dec. 6 
Dec. 6 
Dec. 6 
Dec. 6 
Nov. 22 
Dec. 6 
Dec. 6 
Dec. 6 
Dec. 6 
Dec. 6 
Nov. 29 
Dec. 6 
Dec. 7 
Dec. 6 
Dec. 10 
Nov. 22 
Dec. 6 
_Dec. 6 
Dec. 6 
Dec. 6 
Dec. 6 

Location 

West Helena 
Mt. Olive, Crossett 
Second, Monticello 
First, Siloam Springs 
Mt. Zion 
Diaz 
First, Mansfield 
First, Oden 
Temple, Searcy 
First, Fordyce 
First, Ward 
First, DeWitt 
Highland Heights, Benton 
Lamar and Oak Grove 
Grand Avenue, Ft. Smith 
Thornburg 
First, Corning 
Fair Park, Russellville 
Kelso 
Pickles Gap, Conway 
East Side, Paragould 
Central, Pine Bluff 
First, Batesville 
Maple Avenue, Smackover 
Palestine 
Kern Heights, DeQueen 
Trinity, Blytheville 
North Main, Jonesboro 
First, Green Forest 
Baring Cross, North Little Rock · 
first, Mena 
Olivet, Little Rock 
Third .Street, Arkadelphia 
Belview, Melbourne 

· First, Leslie 
First, Stamps 
First, West Memphis 
First, Trumann 
Rupert 
Elmdale, Springdale 
First, Yellville 

Time 

7:30 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. 
7:30 p.m. 
7:30 p.m. 
7:30 p.m. 
7:30 p.m. 
7:30 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. 
7:15 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. 
7:30 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. 
7:30 p.m. 
7:30 p.m. 
2:00 p.m. 
7:30 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. 
7:30 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. 
7:30 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. 
7:30 p.m. 
7:30 p.m. 
7:3_0 p.m. 
7:30 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. 
7:30 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. 

. 7:00 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. 
7:30 p.m. 
7:30 p.m. · 
7:15 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. 
7:30 p.m. 
7:30 p.m. 
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Tough questions about the 
Cooperative Program 

(7th in a series of 10) 
Question: What is wrong with a · 

church directly supporting those mis­
sion causes of most concern to it, rather 
than pooling its gifts with other 
churches through the Cooperative 
Program? 

Answer: There is nothing wrong with 

Child Care 

any church giving direct support ·to any · 
mission cause, provided in doing so the 
church does not cease to try to imple­
ment the Great Commission on a world 
wide basis. Most churches that try to 

. send their mission gifts directly to a mis­
sion cause find that they are unable to 

Thanksgiving offering meets real needs 
-Two children are from a broken home; neither parent wants them. 
-Three young children were deserted by their mother eight years ago and left 

with an alcoholic father who doesn't want them. 
-A 14-year-old girl is on drugs, skips school and runs away from home. 
-Three teenage children now live with a neighbor because their step-father 

killed their mother, then himself. 
These are real children with real problems. Who will reach out to help them? 

Who will care enough -to give them a chance? 
These are only a few of the needs A_rkansas Baptist Family and Child Care 

workers come in contact with every' day. Chi ldren like these need Christian love, 
understanding and professional care to help them experience mental, spiritual and 
emotional healing. 

Perhaps we can best understand the needs of these children by seeing life 
through the eyes of a former resident of the Ch ildren's Home who expressed her 
feelings in poetry. 

This child is scared and all alone. 
Won't you show him how to get home? 

This child is not very smart, 
So please give him a heart. 

What would you do if you 
Were this child all alone and blue? 

This child wants to share 
All his love with you. So please care. 

This child just needs a chance in life. 
He can't bear the pain. He can't handle the strife. 

Won't you help him to understand? 
Won't you please give him a hand? 

This child is not happy in any way. 
He needs your help just in one day. 

If you give him just one day's help 
You'll feel the hurt and pain he has felt. 

Don't you see what is happening to him? 
His fife has.nothing bright; it is always dim. 

He just sits around and watches us 
If he could only find someone he could trust. 

If we ·would just give a little of our time 
He would be in our hearts, yours and mine. 

Arkansas Baptists have a history of car-ir:ig - caring enough to reach out and 
touch children in need. This year the need is greater and we must reach a little 
further to meet that need. The Thanksgiving Offering provides one of our greatest 
opportunities to reach out to these children. About one-third of our support comes 
directly from the churches, mostly through the Thanksgiving Offering. We hope 
that every church in Arkansas will have a part in our child care ministry this year 
through the Thanksgiving Offering. If every church would adopt and meet the goal 
of only $1 per resident member the reach of Arkansas Baptists could be extended to 
meet many needs now unmet. 

Please give special emphasis to this offering in your church this year. It may be 
just the help some child needs. - Johnny G. Biggs, Executive Director, Arkansas 
Baptist Family and Child Care Services 

support more than one or two or a very 
few causes and ministries. This results in 
the missionary vision of the church 
members becoming restricted and 
limited. 

In direct g•iving there is always the 
potential· danger that a particular cause 
may be more generously supported 
than some other ·causes that are lesser 
known or less appealing. By pooling our 
resources through the Cooperative 
Program, our elected leaders can 
prayerfully determine the most 
equitable use and distribution of the 
funds for all _causes. . , · 

There are also some desirable 
ministries that simply are too large or 
complex for one church, or even a small 
group of churches, to support. Only as a 
large group of . churches cooperate 
together can some of these ministries 
ever become effective. Those churches 
that only give directly to certain causes 
usually have no part whatsoever in many 
of the ministries effectively supported 
by Southern Baptists through the 
Cooperative Program. 

One major advantage of the 
Cooperative Program is that every 
church member, no matter what the 
size of his personal contribution, can 
feel that he is having a vital part in every 
phase of Southern Baptist mission work 
and denominational ministries. - Roy F. 
Lewis, Secretary of Stewardship­
Cooperative Program 

NEW COLORADO EDITOR: Larry R. 
Jerden, 32, associate .editor of "World 
Mission Journal" published by the 
Brotherhood Commission, has been 
elected editor of the "Rocky Mountain 
Baptist" and public relations director of 
the Colorado Baptist General Conven­
tion. Jerden, former assistant editor of 
the "Baptist Standard" in Texas, suc­
ceeds 0. L. Bayless who retires Feb. 28. 
~PMo~ . 
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Hymnal companion gives 
background information 

NASHVILLE - Charlotte Elliott was 
not feeling well that night. An illness 13 
years earl ier had left her an invalid. Her 
brother, an Anglican minister, and the 
rest of her family were at a church 
bazaar. Charlotte stayed behind, tossing 
and turning in her bed. In the middle of 
the night, she awoke and began to write 
"for her own comfort the formulas of 
her faith." 

The words she wrote that night, 
almost 150 years ago, now are known by 
millions around the world. Charlotte El­
liott was the author of the hymn "Just As 
I Am." 

In his book Companion to Baptist 
Hymnal, William J. Reynolds provides 
background information on the hymns 
that appear in Baptist Hymnal. Compa­
nion to Baptist Hymnal, which is 
published by Broadman Press, is•for the 
layman and his family as well as the 
worship service leader . Reynolds, 
secretary of the church music depart­
ment, Southern Baptist Sunday School 
Board, served as general editor for Bap­
tist Hymnal and is well known in the 
church music profession as a composer. 

Part one of the book traces the history 
of Baptist hymnody in America. 
Reynolds discusses the different hym­
nals Baptists have used and the different 
influences on the hymns themselves. In_ 
part two, the hymns from Baptist Hym­
nal are listed in alphabetical order. The 
listing includes background information 
about the text and the tu_ne of the hymn. 

The third part contains . an 
alphabetical listing of the composers 
and authors and a brief biographical 
sketch of each. 

R. W. Stringfield, director of music 
publishing for the Lillenas Publishing 
Co., said the approach Reynolds took 
"is practical and the information is rele­
vant, not dry scholarly discussions which 
seem meaningless to laymen." 

James Rawlings Sydnor, Richmond, ' 
Va., outstanding church musician, 
Presbyterian Church, U.S., said, "It is a 
thorough and useful handbook for the 
new Baptist Hymnal. You have managed 
... to give enough useful information in 
a clear, interesting manner so that busy 
pastors and musicians can readily utilize 
it." 

The book is available through Baptist 
and general bookstores. 

PEW CUSHIONS 
Comfort and beauty. At price_s your 

Church can afford. 
For free estimate contact 

FLOWERS CUSHION SERVICE 
P.O. Box 587 Keene, Tex. 76059 

Phone: A-C 817 645-9203 
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First Sunday School standard . recognition 
(First in a series) 

If an early return higher than average level of performing 
is a good indicator, Sunday School tasks is the basic purpose 
then the new stan­ and motivation behind the new Stan­
dard of excellence dard. 
for Arkansas Bap­ Will a church do better Sunday School 
tist Sunday Schools work .using the new Standard as a guide? 
_is a good thing. This is a fair question and should be 

First Church, Au- seriously considered. 
. gusta, Lloyd Bowen "If ... then ..." is a good way to help

Sunday School Di­ fir;id answers. For example, in a family a 
rector and Eugene child may want to go to the circus. At 
Ray, pastor, repre- r· Id 
sent the first church Hat ,e 
to attain recognition on the basis of the 
new evaluation instrument, the "Stan-
dard of Excellence for Arkansas 
churches". 

Standard recognition is an earned 
achievement, not a "give away" 
recognition. Recognition is not the 
primary concern in the promotion of 
the new Standard. Achievement of a 

the same time a parent may want the 
child to perform the chore of raking the 
leaves in the yard. The parent says, "­
John, if you rake the leaves by noori 
Saturday, then you may go to the circus 
that afternoon." If it highly likely the 
leaves will be raked and the circus en­
joyed by John. "If ... then ..." is a good 
formula. Let's apply it to a church and 
the new Standard. - Lawson Hatfield, 
state Sunday School director 

English preacher will be 

Evangelism Conference Bible teacher 

Francis W. Dix­
on will be the Bib­
le teacher for the 
Celebration Evan­
gelism Conference 
Jan. 24-25, 1977, at 
First Church, Little 
Rock. His mes­
sages will be of the 
devotional type de­
signed to help 
church staff mem­
bers in their spirit­ Dixon 

ual lives. While he and his wife, Nancy, 
are ·on a three-month tour of the Unit­
ed States he will have 13 engagements in 
Arkansas, Oklahoma and Tennessee. 

Tommy Hinson, pastor of Fir-st 
Church, West Memphis, introduced me 
to this great preacher's ministry. I ap­
preciate it very much. Dixon was 
minister of the Lansdowne Baptist 
Church, Bournemouth, England, for 29 
years. His strength in the local church 
was a Bible teaching and evangelistic 
ministry that soon gained much wider 
notices. Through the extension 
mini"stries of the church, The Lans­
downe Bible School and Postal Fel­
lowship (with a world-wide postal 
membership of 36,000), The Lansdowne . 
Words of Life Tape Recordings, and the 

Lansdowne Magazine; the work of our 
Lord through the ministry of this man 
has gef)uinely become international in 
scope. 

In addition to these channels of out­
reach from his church in Bourne­
mouth, during his lohg pastorate Dixon 

. visited and ministered in Australia, New 
Zealand, India, Canada, the United, 
States, Jamaica, Bermuda, South Africa 
and Rhodesia for "Keswick" and Bible 
teaching conventions. 

He has been a regular speaker at the 
English Keswick over the past 25 years. 
Just over a· year ago Dixon relinquished 
the oversight of the Bournemouth con­
gregation in order to be free for a travel­
ing and preaching ministry. 

He is currently preparing an extended 
series of paperbacks containing sermon 
studies; several of these already have 
been published. 

The Conference will begin at 1 :45 
p.m. Monday, Jan. 24, and close Tuesday 
night, Jan. 25. The three convention.s 
that have been in the Life and Liberty 
Campaign will celebrate this conference 
together. · . 

A nursery will be provided for infant 
to four years of age. - Jesse S. Reed, 
Director of Evangelism 
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'Big Cat' Williams finds Christ's turf not artificial 
by Dan Martin 

GREEN BAY, Wisc. ' (BP) - At age 13; 
the world of Clarence Williams - now 
of Green Bay Packers football fame -
,fell apart. 

Williams is black. He lived in South 
· Texas and had to leave his home com­

munity to attend school in another town . 
because there was no school for blacks 
where he lived. · 

He was, like most adolescent boys -:;­
gawky, gangly, awkward . As if he didn't 
have enough problems, his father died 
as the horrified teenager watched 
helplessly. 

Williams' father had been a Baptist 
pastor of a church in Brazoria, Tex., near · 
Houston. 

"I grew up in church ... I had always 
gone to church," said Williams. "They 
took me more than I wanted to, but they 
said go, I had to go." · 

Williams was one of nine children. "I 
always depended on my father for a 
livelihood ... for everything. . 1knew my 
father and mother would take care of 
me." 

But the youngster's ~ense of security 
was shaken with the death of his father. 

· "He was preaching at an associatio·nal 
meeting in Freeport. I was in the choir, 
right behind him: He had aheart attack 
and fell right in front of me. When he hit 
the floor, he was dead," Williams said. 

"I never thought anything like that 
could happen ... to somebody I was 
depending on. After he was buried, my . 
mamma said, 'Son, if you ever have 
trusted God, you have to trust him now 
... If you ever have believed, you have 
to believe now." 

But it was tough. "l didn't know what 
to think. I didn't know what to do. I 
didn't know who would take care of us. 
But mamma said we have to trust in the 
Lord." 

Williams cherished a dream of going 
to college, of making something of 
himself. 

"My mother didn't have eno~gh 
money to do it, but what happened was 
that my high school coach saw I had 
potential. He was kind of like a father to 
me. He kept me from going wrong. He 
made me participate in three sports, 
football, basketball . and track. 

"He kept me busy ... kept me intact." 
In high school, Williams was 6-feet, 5-

inches . tall, but w·eighed only 205 
pounds. He was tall and gangly. He 
made all-state in basketball, and also ex­
celled in football. 
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"Then, by the help of the Lord, I 
received a college scholarship. All of 
this was his work, not mine. When my 
father 'passed' I would never have 
thought I could go to college on an 

·athletic scholarship)' 

Williams went to Prairie View A&M, a 
small all-black school near Houston. He 
became a starter in football and in his 
senior year was elected team captain 
and selected to a small-college All­
American list. 

"I showed a little potential, I guess, 
and the pro teams started sending me 
questionnaires," he said. "I couldn't see 
myself as a pro ... I saw those guys play 
on TV every Sunday and couldn't im­
agine me doing that ..." 

But he was drafted in 1968 by the Dal­
las Cowboys. 

"They had been in the playoffs. They 
had defensive linemen like Willie 
Townes, Jethro Pugh and Bob Lilly. They 
didn't need somebody like me." 

Williams made the taxi (reserve) 

squad in 1969. He was traded in 1970 to 
the Green Bay Packers, in the National 
Football League, where he soon became 
a starter at defensive end. 

"My career really started when m 
father 'passed.' I think I had to take on 
new life, had to believe in somebod 
beyond human beings. You can be as 
good as you want to be when you ask 
the Lord for help. I try raow to depend 
on the Lord for everything," Williams 
said. 

For almost seven years, he has been a 
member of Highland Crest Church, a 
Southern Baptist Convention-affiliated 
congregation in Green Bay. He says he 
first went to the church because it was 
close - an~ "friendly" - for him and 
his wife, Icy. 

Williams works with Royal Ambas­
sador boys, often helps with ushering 
duties and takes part in the lay ministr 
to prisoners in the nearby maximu 
security penitentiary. 

His pastor, William Jenkins, calls Wi -
Iiams "above average in his Christian life 
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3 Practical, 
Life-oriented 
.Books 
. JUST DYING TO LIVE 
Reaching lives with the timely messages of Romans 5-6-7-8. 
The contents of this book came from the testing of life's lab­
oratory. Through this study lives and homes can move from 
the downtown of disaster to the suburbs of satisfaction. 

JUST SITTlN' PRETTY 
An exciting, practical study of the positional truths from 
Ephesians. Every victory ... every accomplishment... every 
truth ... everything that Christ did for the believer. Christ 
gained the throne of an external empire and placed you 
beside Him. Death is merely an expansion of life. 

COUNT IT ALL JOY 
Today's woman is faced with responsibilities, trial, burdens, 
and sorrows unlike those of any other generation. The writer 
presents no plastic saints but rather real women and how 
they faced their own particular. trials. Addressed particularly 

. to Christian women. 

A, 11,, A Available at your 
BAPT '.S T BOOKSTORE$2.45 ~ 
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and witness." Williams, himself, says he 
tries to present his Christian witness by 
"living a life. It is hard for me to go out 
and talk to somebody, but I try to set an 
example." 

Recently, Williams played a part in 
helping Fred Carr, the all-pro linebacker 
for the Packers. On Williams' advice, 
Carr visited Jenkins and Emmanuel Mc­
Call, director of · the Home Mission 
Board's Cooperative Work with 
National Baptists, who was in Green Bay 
for a weekend revival. 

Carr, who admitted having personal 
pro.blems, miide a profession of faith. 
He was baptized into membership in the 
church. 

Williams has grown from the gawky, 
gangly, awkward boy of 13 into a confi­
dent, assured man. 

"People ask me what I'm going to do 
when I get out of pro ball. Well, I don't 
know. I have some things in mind, but I 
want to do whatever the Lord has in 
mind. He's been taking care of me this 
far. I've got confidence in him. I' don't 
think he's going to let me down. He has 
something and he'll .make a way." 

Former missionary 
voices Hotline 

RICHMOND (BP) - The voice of 
Southern Baptists' Foreign Missions 
Hotline for the first time, a woman and a 
former missionary. 

Martha Belote, former missionary to 
China, Hawaii and .Hong Kong helps to 
provide the latest news of Baptist work 
in more than 80 countries around the 
world, and also gives everyday thoughts 
and prayer requests of Southern Baptist 
missionaries on the field. 

Mrs. Bel9te is deputation coordinator 
for the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board and is in charge of scheduling 
missionary speakers for conferences and 
camps. Her husband, James D. Belote, 
served as the board's secretary for East 
Asia from 1968 until his death in March 
1975. 

The Missions Hotline began its sixth 
consecutive year on Nov. 15 and will run 
through Dec. 15. The prerecorded mes­
sage, which will be changed each Thurs­
day, will be available for the price of a 
three-minute station-to-station call to 
Richmond, Va., to (804) 355-6581. If a 
crisis occurs between recordings, the 
current tape will be re-recorded to in­
clude updated information. 

Information· for the Missions Hotline 
comes from the board's eight area 
secretaries and other staff members; 
from field representatives stationed in 
each mission area; and from the mis-
sionaries themselves. · 
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Open weekly 
Give a subscription to the Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine and give 
someone a view of Baptist work in a package they can open 50 times 
a year. News of Arkansas missions, home missions, foreign missions, 
buildings, people, and opinion present a diverse view to keep Baptists 
informed. 

Send $3 ($2.75 for each additional subscription) and a subscription 
will be begun as a Christmas gift from you. We'll send a gift card and 
begin with the Christmas issue. 

Mail the coupon below with check or money order to Arkansas Baptist 
Newsmagazine, P.O. Box 552, Little Rock, Ark. 72203. These must 
be received in our office by Dec. 10. 

Send to: t1
I Name____________________ I 

Street, P.O. Box ______________.--____ '1I 
: City__________ State __...,....__ Zip___ : 

I
I Send gift card from: I 

Nanie____________________ I1 
·I Street, P.O·. Box _________________ I
I City • State ____ Zip___ I 
L ~ thi:_a~ ~ _:ubscription__ ~ .:.:_n.:.':'.:,a_l _~ ~ ----~--J 
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Brotherhood Commission 

Resignation, officer election, 
speech highlight meeting 

MEMPHIS (BP) · - The resignation ·of 
Georgia trustee Jimmy Carter, the elec­
tion of William E. Hardy Jr., of 
Columbus, Miss., as the new board 
chairman, and a keynote address by a 
national women's leader highlighted · 
the two-day meeting of the Southern 
Baptist Brotherhood Commission. 
· U.S. President-elect Carter, who 

defeated Gerald Ford on Nov. 2, listed 
the continuing demand for his time out­
side of Georgia as his reason for step: 
ping down as Georgia Baptist repre­
sentative on the commission. 

. Hardy was chosen chairman of the 
agency for -a one-year term without op­
position, moving up from recording 
secretary. He succeeds P. A. Stevens of 
Louisville, Ky., who served two terms as 
chairman. Hardy is minister of educa­
tion at First Church, Columbus, Miss. 

Other new officers of the 
Brotherhood Commission include 
Everett Lemay, pastor of Park Avenue 
Church, Mt. Vernon, Ill., vice chairman; 
and Ernie Castro, a Wichita, Kan., 
education consultant, recording 
secretary. Executive director ·Glendon 
McCullough was re-elected treasurer. 

Christians in the United States fail to 
respond to world needs "because our 
minds are boggled by information 
overload and because our hearts are 
suffering from carrying underload," -the 
executive director of the Southern Bap­
tist Woman's Missionary Union (WMU) 
said. 

Miss Carolyn Weatherford lamented a 
sense of apathy that she said . seems to 
exist among some churches and the U.S. 
in general. 

The WMU executive told the 
Brotherhood leaders she ·was excited, 
however, as she traveled across the na­
tion and world and found church after 

, church where the Baptist Men and 
Women are involved in missions. 

She was especially excited, Miss 
Weatherford said, about the growth of 
Baptist churches among the Quiche In­
dians in Guatemala, which she visited 
recently. 

Twenty Baptist congregations exist 
among the Quiche Indians, and since 
July, there have been 110 new believers 
to join the churches, ·she said. 

The Quiche Baptist churches, with a 
total membership of two thousand 
members, have a goal of increasing 
membership to 100,000 in the next 10 
years, she said. 

"That means every believer will be · 
responsible for winning 50 people to 
Christ in the next 10 years," she said. 
· "Can we say the same about churches 

in (the U.S.) America or about our own 
church?" she asked. 

In too many cases, she responded, 
Baptist churches in the U.S. have lost the 
excitement of the natural response to 
faith in Christ that the Quiche Indians 
demonstrate. 

"No church," she observed, "can 
become more than the individual 
members want it to become." 

Miss Weatherford expressed ap­
preciation for a "new sense of 
cooperation" between the Brotherhood 
and WMU organizations nationally. She 
reported that the staff of the two agen­
cies held a joint planning meeting in 
September and that Brotherhood and 
WMU will have a joint leadership con­
ference at Glorieta Baptist Conference 
Center, July 9-15, 1977. · 

In introducing Miss Weatherford, 
Brotherhood Commission Executive 
Director Glendon McCullough praised 
the new look in creativity in WMU that 
Miss Weatherford has brought to the 
missions education agency since assum-
ing the WMU executive directorship in 
1974. 

In another action, William Clemmons 
of Louisville was named Baptist Men's 
consultant in the program section of the 
agency, effective Nov. 15. 

In a business session, the trustees ap­
proved a tentative budget of $2.1 million 
for the 1977-78 fiscal year. 

The funds will be used, in part, to train 
10,000 Brotherhood leaders how to plan 
and conduct mission action projects, to 
confront college and high school 
seniors with missions career oppor­
tunities, to help enlist a minimum of 
5,000 lay missions volunteers, and to 
present world missions at a national 
conference through "Missions Night 
Out" and prayer projects and through 
the SBC's Cooperative Program unified 
budget. 

The agency is requesting $600,000 in 
Cooperative Program funds, up $125,000 
from 1976-77. The remainder of the 
budget would come from sales of 
periodicals and merchandise. 

Other action included the authoriza­
tion of a survey to identify attitudes 
about Brotherhood work and sugges­
tions fqr improving mission activities 
among Baptist men and boys. It would 
be conducted by the research services 
department of the SBC Sunday School 
Board, Nashville. 

The trustees also approved 1977-78 
agencies goals calling for increasing to 
17,500 the number of churches with 
Brotherhood work, enlisting· 1,450,000 
persons in world mission conferences, 

involving 3,000 churches in lay renewal 
activities, raising total circulation of mis­
sion periodicals to 300,000, and increas­
ing the number of men and boys in 
Brotherhood work to 575,000. 

The trustees asked the agency staff to. 
work with other SBC agencies in 
searching for solutions to world hunger, 
to develop a coordinated education ap­
proach to the problem, and'to- consider 
a specific time on the Baptist 
denominational calendar for focusing 
on world hunger. · 

Send the 
GOOD NEWS 

through the 

.,v 
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e) The religious 
giftbookof 
theyearfor 
youngreaders. 
Today's StoryofJesus. 

Arranged by David 
Edwards, with /111/­
co/or illustrations 
by Guido Berte/lo. 
The religious book 
of the year for 
young readers! 
Utilizing the actual 
text of the Good 

News for Modern Man translation 
in the new Fourth Revision, the 
narrative traces the life of Jesus, 
and the dynamic early years of the 
Christian Church, to help children 
understand and love this story in all 
its truth, simplicity and power. 
Extraordinary full-color paintings 
in realistic modern style. 

160 pages, 8¼ x 11, $6.95. 
Order from your Baptist Bookstore. 
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■ by Glenn Morgan, pastor lnternat1ona1.Lesson ----~-------E_ast--,-M_a_in_C_hu_rc___,h,_E_I D_o_ra_do 

Our ministry of reconciliation 
II Corinthians 5:18 
Romans 1 :16; 15:8-21 

This is the last les­
son in the series en­
titled, "The Life of 
the Reconciled." 
We have consid­
ered already "The 
Reconciled Life" 
and· "Walking in 
Love." As we study 
"Our Ministry of 
Reconciliation," we 
will_ observe t.he Morgan 
motive for our mm-
istry, the magnetism for our ministry and 
the manner of our ministry. The title of 
this lesson comes from the memory 
verse (II Car. 5:18). God has " ... given 
to us the ministry of reconciliation." 

The motive . for our ministry 
(Rom. 15:8-12) 

No wall has ever been erected as dif­
ficult to remove as that which had been 
erected between Jew and Gentile. If we 
can find motive to remove that barrier 
in the Christian faith, we have the 
motive for our ministry. Paul wrote the 
church at Rome to enlist their support in 
his ministry to people who lived farther 
west. He justified his mission to the 
Gentiles by his claim that he had been 
called to be an apostle to the Gentiles. 

As we interpret what Paul said, we 
find that the prime motive for our 
ministry is Christ himself. Jesus came 

. first to be a minister to the circumcision 
(the Jews), but his ministry also included 
the Gentiles. They too were to give glory 
to God. Jesus was God's Word of love to 
all unreconciled men. By reconciling 
men to himself, he reconciled men to 
each other. Jesus' ministry is our 
ministry. His concern must be our con­
cern. Our love for Christ constrains us 
from evil and propels us into a ministry 
designed to bring all men to God. 
Through us God creates one new man 
out of two (Eph. 2:14, 15). 

Our second motive is the Word of 
God. Psalms 69:9; 18:50; 117:1, 
Deuteronomy 32:43, and Isaiah 11 :1, 10 
provided Paul his text. The New Testa­
ment even more forcefully teaches us to 
be ministers of reconciliation (Matt. 
28:19, 20; II Cor. 5:17-21). 

Magnetism for our ministry 
(Rom. 15:13) 

In this age television can bring into 
our homes super salespersons with un­
limited funds and spellbinding means of 
communication. Mediocre ministries by 
bantam Baptists cannot compete with 
this media. But the hungry hearts of 
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men cry out for men of personal 
magnetism. Verse 13 of our study shares 
attributes which will provide the win­
some appeal necessary to reconcile 
men. 

First, there is the magnetism of joy. 
What an infectious quality! Pleasure de­
pends on fickle outer circumstances. Joy 
flows from within the one who is aware 
of the living Lord who said, "I will never 
leave you nor forsake you." 

Second, there is the charm of peace. 
Peace is not the mild center of a hur­
ricane but assurance in' the midst of the 
storm. Two things keep man from 
knowing peace. One is inner tension 
which pulls him apart. When civil war 
rages within life, there is no peace.­
Another is worry about external things. 
The threat of atomic holocaust, 
economic limitation, death, etc. cause 
much concern in our age. Some people 
become so distraught they say, "Stop 
the world; I want to get off." Suicide 
ranks among the major killers. The 
answer to this dilemma is the assurance 
of the inner presence of Jesus who 
taught, "God is working in all things to 
bring about good in the lives of those 
who love him" (Rom. 8:28). 

Third, there is the allurement of faith. 
Faith is not intellectual assent. It is com­
mitment to something or someone 
greater than yourself. The faith nien­
.tioned here is commitment to Jesus who 
said, "He that abideth in men, and I in 
him, the same bringeth forth much 
fruit: for without me ye can do 
nothing," The reconciler lives by this · 
type faith.' · 

Fourth, there is the infectious attrac­
tion of hope. At no time in history have 
the avant-garde shapers of philosophy 
reached such levels of despair. More 
and more cynicism -pervades the arts. 
With all their intelligence these men 
_have no knowledge of God. No wonder 
they have no hope! Knowledge of God's 
grace gives birth to hope. On one occa­
sion Paul said, "Would you like to know 
what is the hope of glory? Christ in you; 
that's the hope of glory" (Col. 1 :27). 

Fifth, there is the dynamism of power. 
Faith, hope, joy, and peace are noble 
ideals, but to become effective, ideals 
must become experiences. Power is the 
force which actualizes these qualities in 
the Christian. Paul said, "For I am not 

The Outlines of the International Bible Lesson for 
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ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is 
the power of God unto salvation to 
everyone that believeth: to the Jew first, 
and also to the Greek" (Rom. 1 :16). God 
provides the magnetism for winsome 
personality. 

Faith, hope, joy, peace, and power are 
the qualities which enable us to com­
pete with the super salespersons. These 
are the attributes for which all men 
hunger. When bantam Baptists become 
colossal Chrjstians these qualities will 
draw people like a magnet to the one 
who possesses them. Then we become 
signposts pointing men to the source of 
our success. This is our ministry of 
reconciliation. 

The manner of our ministry 
(Rom. 15:14-21) 

In this section Paul became intensely 
personal, sharing attitudes about his 
ministry of reconciliation. In his exam­
ple we see the manner of our ministry. 

First, we must express our ministry in a 
polite manner (14, 15). Paul recognized 
the spiritual insight of the Romans. If 
you commend someone for the good 
they accomplish, they will more readily 
accept the condemnation you may ex­
press (Rev. 2, 3) . If we are to lead people 
to reconciliation, we must avoid of­
fending them when possible. 

Second, we must express our ministry 
in a priestly manner. Paul spoke of offer­
ing up the Gentiles to God. This is a 
priestly function. Two things stand out 
in a priest's work. He represents God to 
man through precept and example. He 
represents ·man to God through in­
terceding for him. We succeed in this 
role when we are servants of Christ, 
share that which he shares with us, and 
fully proclaim his gospel. Many lost peo­
ple . become acceptable to God and 
sanctified by him when we function as 
priests. 

Thi.rd, we need a pioneer spirit (20, 
21). Paul searched for people who had 
never heard the gospel. Most of us 
never go to lan·ds where people have 
not heard. But many in our own areas 
have never· really heard. Traditional 
words have made no impact. Many 
foundational words our predecessors 
used have become mean i n·gless 
stereotypes. We must find new, 
meaningful ways upon which to build 
our ministry. We must love deeply and 
communicate well. 

Our ministry of reconciliation is shar­
ing in the compassion of Jesus Christ. 
There is no other way to live the Chris­
tian life. Let's do it. 
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by Jeff P. Cheatham, pastor, 
First Church, Siloam SpringsLile and Work·Lesson 

Belonging to each other 

Acts 4:32-37, Romans 
12:9-16; 15:1-2, 5-7 

Just a few years 
ago only those in 
prison had a num­
ber for ·a name. 
Now we are almost 
a nameless society. 
Credit cards, bank 
records, govern­
ment files, all carry 
identifying num­
bers with this in­
struction, "In writ­

Cheathaming us please in-
. elude your identification r,iumber." 

This life style has been transferred to 
the neighborhood, the school, the job 
and even the church. The person next 
door, or across the street is unknown, 
but for a house number. The person in 
the pew beside us is known only by a 
smile. We are afraid or do not want to 
know about these faces for it might 
mean getting involved. 

The New Testament Church grew 
quickly to over 3000 believers. This rapid 
growth did not destroy the individual 
touch with the life of its members. Their 
concern is a model for us to study and 
imitate. 

Sharing (Acts 4:32-37) 
It's easy .to understand how so many 

Christians could have such a spirit of un­
ity when you read, "They were all filled 
with the Holy Ghost (4:31)." Though 
there were different ages, occupations, 
nationalities, etc., they acted as though 
they had known each other for years. 
Whatever their differences, they were 
set aside because of their oneness in 
Christ. 

They shared a common God, a com­
mon Saviour, a common spiritual ex­
perience, and it is logical they should 
share what they had materially. Publicly 
they declared their willingness to share 
their material possessions so the needs 
of others could be met. As they did this, 
the church prospered in its reputation 
with others and received many bless­
ings of grace from God. 

These early Christians knew their 
sharing was the key to survival. They 
were a minority with few legal rights. 

. Their allegiance to Christ has cost them 
dearly. The sacrificial sharing by fellow 
believers made their circumstance 
much easier to bear. 

This was more than benevolence. It 

was the giving of themselves in a way 
which expected no praise or reward in 
return. It was based upon a mutual trust 
and faith in each other. Those who 
shared knew that their possessions came 
from God and those who received 
looked upon their gifts as from God. 

This spirit should cause us to self ex­
amine our church and Sunday School 
class and ask: "Do I really know the 
needs of the person \"'ho regularly sits 
next to me? Do they know me well 
enough to ask me to share their life? Am 
I willing to get involved to help them 
when they are in need?" 

Loving (Rom, 12:9-16) 
When the church gathers for worship 

and study it is more than the gathering 
of friends or church members. It is a 
reunion of God's family. 

Verse 10 commands "we be kindly af­
fectioned to each other." This means we 
are to love each other as we love the 
members of our immediate family. It's a 
love which may permit differences 
.within the family, but will never allow 
outside forces to divide the family. Paul 
uses this term to describe the 
relationships which binds the children 
of the Heavenly Father by a tie stronger 
than blood. 

When this emotion is expressed 
several wonderful things happen. 
Humility is expressed (vs. 106) and there 
is more concern that other · get any 
praise and reward that may be due. 
Many of our church problems arise over 
honors we think are ours that have gone 
to others. Instead we should be con­
cerned with how well we .are living up to 
our responsibilities. 

This humility brings an enthusiasm to 
the Lord's work which will cause other 
members of the family to be like us (vs. 
12). There will also be charity to meet 
the needs of others (vs. 13). Where love 
is only verbal it is mockery. There must 
be actions to prove the words. 

There will be a compassion for those 
who hate you as well as for those who 
love you and allow you to help them in 
their times of need (vs. 15). Importance 

This lesson tre.itment Is based on the life and Work 
Currkulum for Southern Baptist Churches, copyri_ght 
by The Sunday School Board of the Southern Baptist 
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never blinds us to hurts and the needs of 
others. 

Love will permit a give and take at­
titude (vs. 16). In a family no one has. 
his/her way all of the time and neither 
should this be expected in the family of 
God. Instead the will of God must be 
sought for the group. 

Compassion (Rom. 15:1-2; 5-7) 
Every family has strong members and 

weak ones. The weaker ones we often 
try and hide so no one is aware of the 
skeleton that hangs in the family closet. 

The word compassion literally means 
to "suffer with." We are not only in­
structed to assist our weaker brother in 
Christ but to carry their failing and 
frailty as though they were our very 
own. 

This implies two very important 
things. One that we are spiritually 
sound, and second we have the maturity 
to deal with the weakness of others in a 
loving, kind way. Our first impulse is to 
be Pharisaical in judgment and punish­
ment. However, this only paves the way 
for revenge when we show our 
weakness. · 

Our help is not to be easy pity or sen-
. timental disregarding of the issue, or 

even ignoring the faults in the hopes it 
will go away. It is to be the sharing of 
God's word to meet their needs. 

Two rules must always be followed in 
pleasing or dealing with our neighbor. 
We must instruct in those ways which 
are correct in the sight of God. Also, we 
must direct and correct in ways which 
will insure spiritual growth. 

It was never intended for us to please 
our neighbor at any cost. A compassion 
like that of Christ must be our theme. 
This attitude will create an atmosphere 

· where the neighbor is accepted for what 
Christ can do for him no·t what someone 
would li_ke to make of him. 

ROMANS 
by Ronald Dunn 

24 Expository messages on Romans 1-8 on 
12 cassette tapes in attractive vinyl album 

$36.00 order from 
LIFESTYLE MINISTRIES 

P.O. Box 3087 
Irving, Tex. 75061 
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Attendance report 
Now. 14, 1976 

Sunday Church Church Sunday Church Church
Church School TrAlnlng addns. Church School Training addns. 
Alexander, First 55 48 Jacksonville 
Alpena, First 19 10 Bayou Meto 90 84 
Bentonville, Central Avenue 66 43 First 283 76
Berryville Kingston 27 30 

First 130 61 Lavaca, First 266 117 
Fieeman Heights 146 69 Little Rock 
Rock Springs 39 37 Crystal Hill 51 46 

Biscoe, First 74 46 Life Line 262 92 
Booneville Woodlawn 44 

First 214 Magnolia, Central 568 214 4 
South Side 75 so Monticello, Second 267 96 2 

Bryant, First Southern 63 73 1 Murfreesboro, First 120 43 
Cabot, First 229 90 8 Norfork, First 50 51 
Camden North little Rock, Levy 77 

Cullendale First 532 156 Paragould
First 380 105 Ca lvary 202 166 

Cash, First 105 46 East Side 223 133 
Charleston, First 168 2 First 
Conway, Second 
Crossett, Mt. Olive 

239 
335 

136 
145 

5 Paris, First 
Pine Bluff 

Elkins, First 66 Centennial 
Forrest City, First 475 50 4 Central 
Ft.Smith Ea st Side 

Grand Avenue 729 254 6 First 
Mission 

Haven Heights 
9 

209 147 5 
Lee Memorial 
South Side 

Temple 101 50 1 Tucker 
Trinity 

Fouke, First 
Gentry, First 
Gillett, First 

108 
114 
109 

52 

49 
59 
56 
16 

2 

Sulphur Springs 
Watson Chapel 

Rogers, Immanuel 
Russellville 

GIiiham 54 37 First 
Grandview 75 72 Second 
Green Forest, First 
Greenwood, First 
Hampton, First 

127 
291 
142 

52 
154 

77 

Springdijle 
Berry Street 
Caudle Avenue 

Harrison, Woodland Heights 75 57 Elmdale 
Hope, Calvary 
Hot Springs 

lakeside 
Memorial 
Park Place 

Hughes, First 

149 79 First 
1 exa rkana, Shiloh Memorial 

96 Vandervoort 
65 39 West Helena 

169 96 Wooster, First 
139 60 Wynne, Harr is Chapel 

It's one thing to 
read theBiole. 

Quite another to 
understandit. 

-~~~ Here are three superlative books from Collins+ 
World which will enrich your understanding of 
the Bible and bring alive its lessons with more 
meaning than ever. Ideal gifts for Christmas. 

Peter's Portrait of Jesus by J.B. Phillips. A highly 
readable and beautifully illustrated commentary on the 
Gospel of Mark, the Gospel which gives us, through 
Peter's eyes , the most literal account we have of Jesus. 
An important new book from the renowned translator of 
the New Testament in Modern English. In sturdy 
nardcovers, $6.95. 
The New Testament by William Barclay. For the first 
time in paperback, and in one volume, the translation 
that has achieved worldwide acceptance and approval. 
576 pages, $2.95. 
A Key to the Old Testament by David Edwards. The 
author asks us to take a closer look at the Old Testament, 
for he feels that we cannot fully understand the New 
without a deeper understanding of the Old. Illustrated. 
256 pages, $7.95 . · 

· Order from your Baptist book store. 

COLLINS @)WORJ..D 

November 25, 1978 

337 
295 

136 
147 
166 
586 
186 
456 

16 
166 
390 
446 

400 
130 

64 
138 
268 

1105 
141 

36 
160 
107 

63 

89 
76 

69 
63 
96 16 

106 
72 

64 

99 
103 

91 

106 
69 

21 
67 

111 

78 
23 

100 
60 
62 

For sale 
100 pew,, various length• 

1olld oak with pad• 
· excellent condition 

8' & 10' vlnyl folding partition,, al10 
285-aeat capacity theater type pew,. 

Available Dec. and Jan. 

Immanuel Baptist Church 
1000 Bishop, Ultlll Rock 

Phone: 376-3071 

January Bible Study
Adults 

Romans: Every Man's Gospel 
Aids 
Teaching 
Study 
Resource kit 
Film Strip 
Cassette Tape 
Supplementary materials 

Paul's Epistles to the Romans 
Letters to Romans - Daily Bible 

Study by Barclay 
Tyndale's New TestamenJ Com­

mentary - Epistle of Paul to the 
Romans 

New International Commentary 
on Epistle to the Romans 

Romans First Five Verses by · 
Newell 

Broadman Commentary 
Volume 10 

Interpreters Bible 
Film Strip - "Great Truths from 

Romans" 
Review and Expositor on 

Romans published by Faculty of 
Southern Seminary 

Other study books 
for age levels 

Youth - Certainties for God's 
New People 

Older children - In the Land 
Where Jesus Lived with teacher's 
edition 

Younger children - The Story 
of Joseph 

Older preschoolers - Discover­
ing Sounds 

Younger preschoolers 
Animal Friends · · 

Other materials 
January Bible Study Preview 

Plan Kit 
January Bible Study Promotion 

Aids - and "More Effective 
January Bible Study" 
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Plains Church vot s o end 
racial discrimination policy 

PLAINS, Ga. (BP) - "There are no 
more closed doors at this church," said 
Hugh Carter, as he stood on the front 
steps of Plains Church following an 
almost three hour church conference. 

Carter, deacon and church clerk, 
was announcing results of an agonizing 
decision of the church membership 
that both upheld the cherished Baptist 
tradition of congregational authority 
and ended racial discrimination. 

Along with his announcement of the 
new open-door policy at the small south 
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Georgia church, he reported the con­
gregation action to retain the services 
of its pastor, Brnce E. Edwards, despite 
a vote by its deacons to ask for his resig­
nation. 

Hugh Carter, a Georgia state senator, 
church chorister and cousin to 
President-elect jimmy Carter, told also 
of another action of the church estab­
lishing a "watchcare" committee. The 
committee, which will be elected by 
the church, Will "investigate persons 
who apply for membership at Plains 
Church and make reGOmmendations to 
the church as to whether or not to ac­
cept .that person," he said. He _noted 
that race will not be a factor in the 
recommendation. 

He made these revelations amid the 

by Robert LaFavre 

glare of television spotlights and pop­
ping strobes, mixed with the clicks of 
cameras: They followed a confrontation 
which began two weeks before when 
a non-denominational black minister 
from Albany, about 45 miles from Plains, 
·said he wanted to seek membership in 
the church. 

When Clennon King, minister of 
Divine Mission in Albany, first showed 
up at the church, he found the doors 
barred and services cancelled by action 
of the deacons. The next Sunday ser­
vices were .held but King was locked 
out. He was outside the church again 
while it voted to reverse its closed door 
policy and said he would return on 
Sunday, Nov. 21, to renew his request 
for membership. 

King's . first encounter at the Plains 
church came two days before the presi­
dential election in which Jimmy Carter, 
a member and currently an inactive 
deacon at the church, won his race 
against Gerald Ford. 

While King had set up the situation 
with the release to the press of a letter 
of his intent, almost before the pastor 
of the church received it, he denied 
any political, motives. He had refused 
a request by Edwards that he delay his 
appearance until after the election. 

But because Edwards expressed 
strong opposition to a 1965 church reso­
lution· which barred "Negroes and other 
civil 1rights demonstrators" from services 
at the Plains church, the deacons un­
animously voted to ask him to resign. 

Edwards called for the full church to 
vote on the matter, pointing out that a 
Baptist church is under authority of 
the congregation, not its deacons. Those 
events set the · stage for the d'ramatic 
action- on Sunday, Nov. 14. 

Hugh Carter, speaking on behalf of · 
the church at its request, said, "We 
worked it out among ourselves." 

Edwards, speaking from the same 
rainy and .cold steps as Hugh Carter, 
noted: "Our church had a family prob­
lem. We settled it in a family manner. 
I'm grateful to the church and proud 
to be pastor of Plains Church. I believe 
that we will pull together and have an 
effective ministry for Jesus Christ." 

When asked if he would stay on as 
pastor in light of the positive action of 
the church, Edwards said, "for the time 
being, yes." . 

Four distinct actions were taken · in 
the almost three-hour church business 
meeting that was closed to all but 
church members. A motion to not con­
sider a recommendation of the deacons· 

to fire the pastor was defeated. Many 
who later voted in favor of the pastor 
voted against the first motion so that 
a clear cut and well defined decision 
could be reached, a church member 
said. 

A motion then . to fire the pastor at 
once failed by a vote of 106-87. Then 
the "watchcare" committee was created 
by unanimous action and an open door 
policy established by a vote of 120-66. 

The motion to open the doors to all 
people wishing to worship regardless 
of race was made by Jerome Ethredge, 
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board 
appointee to the French-speaking Afd­
can nation of Togo. A member and 
former deacon chairman at the Plains 
church, he is in missionary orientation 
at nearby Pine Mountain. 

James L. Sullivan of Nashville, presi­
dent -of the Southern Baptist Conven­
tion, joined many other Southern Bap­
tist leaders across the U. S. in landing 
the church for its action. He called it 
"wonderful news" and said the doors 
of a church should be open to allow all 
persons to worship, regardless of race. 

President-elect Jimmy Carter, who 
attended the church conference, ex­
pressed real joy at the action his church 
took. In his brief statements to news­
men and the crowd of tourists and 
curious onlookers outside the church, 
he expressed gratitude for the spirit in 
which the situation had. been resolved 
and said, "I am proud of my church." 

Although Carter modestly said he had 
been just another member of the 
church casting a vote against racial dis­
crimination, insiders say he worked 
quietly and diligently behind the scenes 
to bring about reconciliation. But many 
others, including State Sen. Hugh Car­
ter, made the same kind of effort, ob­
servers say. 

Hugh Carter, one of the 12 deacons 
who originally voted to ask Bruce Ed­
wards to resign, summed up the feeling 
of most of the church's membership 
when he said, !'We all acted too hastily .. 
I know that I am sorry that I had voted 
to dismiss the pastor myself. I have apol­
ogized to the pastor and the church." 

The congregation has acted, its voice 
has been heard, and history made in a 
small south Georgia town, dragged into 
the global arena. . . 

As Hugh Carter noted, "The church 
has the final vote, not the deacons, not 
a committee, but the church." 

Robert Lafavre is associate editor of 
the "Christian Index," . Georgia's state 
Baptist newspaper. 
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