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CLARK COUNTY CHRONICLES

Arkadelphia Water system
stirred up controversy

By Wendy Richter

For the Siftings

Prior to government
ownership of Arkadel-
phia’s water system, sev-
eral different corporations
provided that n
service. City control did
not occur until the mid-
twentieth century, and
came about only after a
great deal of controversy.

Original water company
stockholders W. P. Hillyer
of Topeka, Kansas; R. A.
Holder of Cincinnati,
Ohio; E. N. Maxwell of
Texarkana; and A. E.
Carder of Arkadelphia,
built Arkadelphia’s first
reservoir tank. That water
tower became quite a dis-
tinctive landmark and was
sxmp!y called, “The Stand-
pipe.” Reaching a height of
about 100 feet, it was the
tallest structure in town
and easily visible from all
around the city. The cylin-
drical iron tube was lo-
cated south of Caddo
Street about two blocks
west of the river and had
a 245,000-gallon capaci-
ty. But the large edifice
had a few drawbacks. For
example, some people
who lived near the stand-
pipe feared it might blow
over in a windstorm. Oth-
ers lamented the fact that
it was uncovercd, meaning
that debris sometimes ac-
cumulated in it. At some
times, there was almost no
water pressure due to low
water levels. Once the
company completed con-
struction of the standpipe,
it laid water mains and be-
gan operations in 1891.

In 1897 a new corpora-
tion took over. Among the
largest stockholders were
W. E. Barkman, B. F.
Rudolph, D. R. Dale, E. W.
McCorkle, G. C. Jones, J.
W. Conger, and C. V. Mur-
ry. £ a1t ‘

In 1901, J. W. and Flo-
rence Wilson, J. H. Craw-
ford, Josiah Hardage, and
Willis Wilson, bought the
company and ran it under
the name “Wilson Water
and Light Company.”
Then, in 1910, Harvey
Couch and his future
Arkansas Light and Pow-
er Company purchased
the system. To improve
service in Arkadelphia, a
new filtering plant was
installed in 1921. The
pumping station'’s reser-
voir had a capacity of
800,000 gallons and was
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Workers continue construction on one of Arkadel-
phia’s water tanks in the udy 1980s.

a minute.

In 1948, public hear-
ings concerning the city's
acquisition of the water-
works began. Many city
leaders opposed the move,
saying it was a step toward
socialism or communism.
Controversy surrounded
the proposition as the
process moved forward.
In an election late that
year, voters failed to ap-
prove the purchase--—-the
measure fell thirty-two
votes short, but moves to-
ward a second election
were begun immediately.
Accusations of election ir-
regularities in the first
election resulted in the
water company’s manager
and two employees being
charged with, bribery of

voters. At their trial, the

jury returned a verdict of
“Not Guilty" after only
thirteen minutes of de-
liberation.

In 1950, the Arkadel-
phia Water Company
awarded a contract for
construction of a new,
150-foot, 300,000-gallon
bowl-shaped tank on tu-
bular steel columns. The
new tank assumed the
workload of the old stand-
pipe, which was demol-

ished and removedin the -

carly 1950s.

In 1963, new revenue
bonds were issued for con-
struction of a new water
facility, which was com-
pleted in 1965. The new
pumping station and
treatment plant had a ca-
pacity of over 3 million
gallons of water per day.
More water-filtering tanks
were built in the 1980s.

For additional informa-
tion about Clark County
history, visit or contact
the Clark County Histor-
ical Museum (www.clark-
countyhistory.org or 230-

fed by four pumps that.. 1360) or the Clark Coun-

could carry 1,50Q gallons

ty Historical Association'’s

Archxvcs at thc Quachita

Baptist University Library
(www.obuw.edu/archives or
245-5332).
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