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Messengers are mostly ·'compatible' 

Messengers to the State Convention 
reaffirmed their commitment to "ad­
vancing all the interests of the Kingdom 
of God" in one of the sessions, and they ·. 
mostly avoided what President R. 
Wilbur Herring cal.led "the sin of incom­
patibility". 

In a Wednesday night session held at 
Little Rock's Robinson Auditorium, the 
messengers were led in a time of recom­
mitment by .Dr. Herring. They had just 
seen a presentation of the work of the 
departments of the state convention 
which featured a live TV n~wscast-type 
format for interviews of department 
heads. • 

Even in the first session of the annual 
meeting, Dr. Herring expressed his 
pleasure at the tone ofthe meeting, say­
ing he wished he could change his mes­
sage that evening, which chided Baptists 
for thinking a convention meeting was 
not healthy unless there was a "regular 
knockdown and drag out". (Dr. Herr­
ing's presidential address already had 
been printed in the Arkansas Baptist 
Newsmagazine and copies were to be 
given to messengers after the session.) 

The compatible spirit of the meeting 
continued Wednesday morning. 
Without a dissenting vote, messengers 
accepted the recommendation of the 
Study Committee on Ministry and voted 

· to set up an office for crisis ministry. This 
ministry would offer · ,supportive 
counseling to church staffers and their 

Jerry Cothren, pastor , at Greers Ferry, 
made a motion condemning the HMB's 
paying an ordained woman. 

families when they request help. 
A permanent committee to oversee 

this ministry will be set up and they will 
recommend a coordinator to be 
employed by the Executive Board. 
Christian counselors from over the state 
will be sought to assist the coordinator 
on a volunteer basis. 

The 'recommendation ·contained 
qualifications for the coordinator and 
disclaimed the ministry as any form of 
placement service for ministers. The 
study committee recommended that the 
ministry be responsible to the conven­
tion proper and to the Executive Board 
of the Convention. 

The report of the crisis support 
ministry committee was brought by Paul 
Sanders, the committee chairman, and 
Bill Probasco and Tommy Hinson, who 
were subchairmen. Sanders said that in 
the three years since the study commit­
tee was appointed, several of the com­
mittee members have undergone per­
sonal crisis and that they spoke from 
personal experience. Probasco said that 
the committee feels that "a pastor's 
pastor needs to be brought in to the 
fore." Hinson explained that the com­
mittee had looked into what support 
ministries are available now in the state 
and that they had come to feel that the 
crisis support ministry is "vitally impor­
tant and vitally essential." 

No messenger asked to speak against 
the motion to adopt the recommenda­
tion, but Don Moore, Ft. Smith pastor 

who was convention president when 
the committee was appointed, spoke in 
support of setting up the ministry. 

Messengers also were unified in their 
expression of support for Anita Bryant in 
her opposition to the gay rights move­
ment. They voted to have President Her~ 
ring seng Miss Bryant a telegram 
expressing their support. 

Messengers heard more discussion 
when they came to adopting amend­
ments to the Convention bylaws. Sam 
Turner of Hamburg offered an amend­
ment to change the term of_ an Executive 
Board member amendment which 
would limit a member of the Executive 
Board to one three-year term with a 
one-year interim between terms. The 
present limit is two consecutive terms 
with a one-year inter.im before reelec­
tion. ,Dillard Miller of Mena spoke 
against the motion, saying it would 
cause fragmentation and hurt the work 
of the Executive Secretary. Andy Kerr of 
Jacksonville also opposed the motion 
because he felt the Board needed con­
tinuity of membership. The messengers 
voted not to accept the proposed 

.change. 
But messengers adopted a motion to 

change the bylaws to provide for yearly 
presidential appointment of the 
chairman of the Constitution and Bylaws 
Committee. No provision had been 
made for electing a chairman, and Don 
Hook was serving by presidential ap­
pointment. Hook offered the amend-

The Singing Women and the Music Men provided music several times during 
the convention sessions. 

Convention photos by ABN 
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for state convention meeting in Little Rock 

ment. 
A record budget for the Convention 

work was adopted in the Wednesday 
afternoon session. The recommenda­
tion from the Executive Board was ac­
cepted without opposition. 

The longest discussion of the conven­
tion sessions came on Thursday morning -
when the Resolutions Committee made 

. its report of resolutions by individual 
messengers which they processed for 
the convention body. Lloyd Cloud, 
pastor of First Church, Hot Springs, read 
each resolution and moved that they be 
adopted. (See separate article.) The first 
six were adopted easily, but the seventh 
resolution drew discussion. That resolu­
tion, by Jerry . Cothren of West Side 
Church, Greers Ferry, would put the 
convention on record as opposing the 
Home Mission Board's financial support 
of ordained women and have the con­
vention send a copy of the resolution to 
the Board. Cothren had offered the 
resolution Wednesday morning as a mo­
tion, but the convention voted to refer it 
to the Resolutions Committee. Cothren 
referred to an ordained woman who 
receives part of her salary from the 
Home Mission Board. 

Molly Marshall, a member of Pulaski 
Heights Church, Little Rock, asked 
whether the resolution was aimed at the 
functioning of non-ordained women, 
too, or just at the commissioning of 
women. Cloud said he could not answer 
that .question since the committee only 
processes the resolutions given to them 
by the individual messengers. Homer 
Shirley, who was presiding at the ses­
sion, asked for clarification, but no one 
responded. _ 

Mrs. W. Payton Kolb; a member of 
Pulaski Heights Church, said she op­
posed the resolu.tion. She asked, "Who 
are we to tell God who he can call to 
preach?" , 

Speaking in favor of the resolution 
was David Miller, Director of Missions 
for Little Red River Association. He 
claimed that ordination of women is a 
direct contradiction of the scriptures, 
and said that he feels that this ordination 
is detrimental to Southern Baptist work. 

A motion to table the resolution was 
made by W. 0. Taylor of Melbourne, a 
retired associational director of mis­
sions. Taylor claimed the messengers 
were • "entering a realm outside of 
where we're supposed to be." He said 

November 17, 1977 

Baptists have always taken the position 
that ordination should be in the hands 
of the local congregation and that the 
Home Mission Board should employ 
persons because of their abilities and 
not because they had gone through a 
certain ceremony. 

The motion to table the resolution 
was .defeated, and messengers voted to 
adopt the resolution. 

The final priority item of business for 
the meeting was a report from a special 
study committee appointed last year to 
review the powers of the state Executive 
Board under the Constitution. The com­
mittee recommended that in the future 

the convention budget allocate funds 
for planning, development and studies 

· instead of getting money from other 
sources. A second recommendation 
called for a revision of the state conven­
tion's charter as a non-profit organiza­
tion so that the document complies with 
the present Constitution and Bylaws. 
The third recommendation directed 
that any further questions ab·out the Ex­
ecutive Board's authority be referred to 
the Constitution and Bylaws committee. 

Other items of business considered by 
the Convention were the following: 

The messengers voted to' seat the 
messengers from Faith . Church, Tex-

Resolutions of the 1977 meeting 
Messengers to the 1977 meeting of the Arkansas Baptist State Convention 

adopted seven resolutions. The following are summaries of them: 

1. Appreciation was expressed to the host pastor, the host church, the 
host city, the host association and all individuals who helped. 

2. Appreciation was expressed to 1977 Convention -officers for their 
leadership and their promotion of "peace, harmony and love within our fel­
lowship." Officers were Wilbur Herring, president; Carl Overton, first vice 
president; and Homer Shirley, second vice president. 

3. Messengers went on record as opposing the television program 
"SOAP" and all forms of pornography. They voted to send copies of the 
resolution to all TV stations in Arkansas that carry SOAP, to the national TV 
networks, to the Federal Communications Commission and to all sponsors of 
the SOAP program. · 

4. The body instructed the Convention president to appoint a committee 
to help them become, informed on world hung.er conditions and solutions to 
the hunger problem. 

'S. Messengers expressed opposition to the state Alcoholic Beverage 
Control Board granting an on-premise consumption beer permit to a motion 
picture theater on Main Street in Little Rock. 

6. They called for warning labels on alcoholic beverages and directed 
copies of the resolut_ion to be sent to the administrator of the Foo~ and Drug 
Administration, and to Arkansas' congressional representatives to ·urge t_hem 
to get legislation passed to require the labels. The labels would tell the user 
that the beverage is potentially harmful to his health and safety. 

7. Messengers went on record as looking with disfavor on the SBC Home 
Mission Board's giving financial support to one ordained woman. The support 
was called "contradictory to the past practices of the Home Mission Board". A 
copy of the resolution was to be sent to the Home Mission Board. 
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Messengers mostly 'compatible' <from pageJ> 

arkana, a church organized shortly 
before the 1976 meeting. The church 
was commended for thei.r patience in 
waiting, because they had asked to be 
seated in 1976. 

The convention voted to dedicate the 
1977 annual minutes to C. W. Caldwell, 
former head of evangelism and missions 
work for Arkansas Baptists, who died in 
1977. 

In the Wednesday morning session 
messengers cast ballots for a new presi­
dent for the convention. Nominees 
were Kenneth Threet, pastor of First 
Church, Mountain Home; Johnny 
Jackson, pastor of . Forest Highlands 
Church, Little Rock; and Larry Baker, 
pastor of First Church, Fayetteville. The 
results were announced later in theses­
sion and messengers cast a second ballot 
to decide between Threet and Jackson. 
Johnny Jackson was elected. Other of­
ficers, elected in the afternoon session, 
were Bill Lewis, pastor of North Main 
Church, Jonesboro, first vice president; 
and James Hampton, the Foreign Mis-

· New officers of the convention 
are (from front) Johnny Jackson, 
president; Bill lewis, first vice 
president; and James Hampton, 
second vice president. (ABN 
photo/Millie Gill) 

sion Board's area secretary for Eastern 
Africa, second vice president. (Hampton 
will be in Little Rock during the coming 
year.) 

Memorial moments paid tribute to 
ministers who had died during the past · 
year. 

Senior ministers were introduced by 
Executive Secretary Charles Ashcraft. 

A report of the BSU Third Century 
Campaign was made with a slide and 
tape presentation. 

Messengers elected persons to state 
boards and committees upon recom­
mendation of the Nominating Commit­
tee headed by Johnny ·Jackson. 

Reports were brought by Arkansas 
Baptists' two schools, family and child 
care agency and foundation. Jack Clack, 
Foundation Board chairman, moved 
that the convention direct the agency to 
distribute the 1978 income earned from 
undesignated receipts to the BSU's 
Third Century Campaign. The m.es-

sengers approved: 
The meeting was pu111ctuated by Bible 

study by William B. Tolar, professor at 
Southwestern Seminary; the annual ad­
dress by the president; the convention 
sermon, brought this year by Johnny 
Jackson; and messages by James Pleitz 
of Pensacola, Fla., and Ralph M. Smith of 
Austin, Tex. 

Music was under the direction of 
Ervin Keathley. Special music was by the 
Music Men and the Singing Women, 
state-wide ensembles composed mostly 
of music professionals. Solos and duets 
also were part _of the music program. 

The 124th annual session of the 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention was 
closed with the changing of the gavel 
and the introduction of new officers. R. 
Wilbur Herring, who ended his second 
one-year term as president, said that he 
had once th.ought his place in life was to 
be governor of the state, but that he had 
come to feel that his service as president 
of the state conventi_on was the place to 
which God had called him. 

r 

Information released by HMB 
on funds to an ordained woman 

"Information about the resolution adopted by the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention was received at the Home Mission Board during its Executive 
Committee meeting on Thur.sday, Nov. 10. · 

· The administration wishes to respond to the questions that have been 
asked about the ordination matter as it relates to the Home Mission Board. 
Miss (Suzanne) Coyle was approved by the Home Mission Board and the 
Pennsylvania-South Jersey Convention to serve as · a Church Extension 
specialist in Philadelphia with the responsibilities of ministering to the resi­
dents of the ~entral city by developing a ministry to the YMCA residential 
home and apa~tments in the densely populated inner-city. It was hoped that 
these ministry activities would serve as a basis for developing a chapel in the 
central city. A mission congregation sponsored by the Paoli Baptist Church, 
·Paoli, Pa., was developed. Ordination was not a prerequisite for Miss Coyle's 
service, nor is it a requirement for her continued service. Miss Coyle'Was first 
assisted by the Home Mission Boarq and the Pennsylvania-South Jersey Con­
vention in 1974. She was ordained by her home church upon her own in­
itiative in 1977. Miss Coyle continues to be jointly assisted by the Home Mis­
sion Board •and the Pennsylvania-South Jersey Conven'tion. The Home Mission 
Board did not request ordination for Miss Coyle and does not require ordina- . 
tion for women missionaries. 

She is the only ordained woman assisted by the Home Mission. Board as 
far as our records show. . · . 

The Chaplaincy Commission provides denominational endorsement for 
ordained women to serve as chaplains. These chaplains are not paid by the 
Home Mission Board but by the agencies employing them." 

\.. 
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The editor's page
Harmony and respect prevail at convention 

J. Everett Sneed 

A spirit of respect and harmony prevailed during 
the 1977 convention. Most items of business . were 
passed unanimously. Even where differences of opi­
nion existed, the messengers treated each other with 
respect. This harmony, along with the election of out­
standing convention officers, should prepare the way 
for a great year of outreach by the churches of 
Arkansas. 

We commend our messengers for their mature 
behavior. The only item in which strong differences of 
opinion were evident was the salary support provided 
by the Home Mission Board for an ordained woman. 
Even though the messengers held differing views 
regarding this matter, respect for the right of everyone 
to speak was exemplified. (See story beginning on 
page 2 for details.) 

The election of Johnny Jackson as our convention 
president will provide strong, capable leadership for 
_our conventiqn. Jackson's organizational ability was 
evidenced in the 1976 Life and Liberty Campaign. As 
state director of training, his capacity to see the com­
plete structure of a program was appar~nt. Jackson is 
exacting in carrying out details and is also one of the 
state's greatest preachers. These qualities, along with 
his commitment to evangelism and missions, equip 
him as an outstanding leader for our convention. 

Wilbur Herring has provided dynamic leadership 
for the Baptists of Arkansas. Not only has he served 
whh distinction as president of the convention, but he 
was also the orie who developed the master plan for 
our Life and Liberty Campaign. His ability to preside 
good naturedly and fairly has been invaluable to 
Arkansas Baptists. Dr. Herring has now completed five 
years of service in places of prime leadership including 
president of the Executive Board, general chairman of 
the Life and Liberty Campaign, -and president of the 
Convention. We express our sincere appreciation for 
his excellent leadership. 

The election of Bill H. Lewis as first vice president 
and James Hampton as second vice president give 
further evidence of our messengers' commitment to 
missions and evangelism. Lewis served for several years 
as a full-time vocational evangelist and is now pastor of 
a church which baptized 102 people last year. 
Hampton, as a foreign missionary, is committed to the 
reaching of the lost around the world. 

The preaching _and Bible studies at this year's con­
vention were both informative and inspirational. Wil­
_liam B. Tolar, professor of Biblical background at 
Southwestern Seminary, Ft. Worth, Tex., was the Bible 
teacher. His dynamic scholarly presentation of the 
Word of God thrilled .all who were present. W. 0. 
Vaught correctly said, "A person could travel 
anywhere'ln the world and would not find better Bible 
exposition." All our convention sermons were truly of 
the· finest quality. (A complete story on the conven­
tion's inspiration will be carried in the Nov. 24 issue of 
the Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine.) 

The Executive Board elected Kenneth Threet as its 
president. Although this was not convention action, 
the president of the Executive Boa(d plays a key role in 
the well-being of our convention. Dr. Threet will 
provide the highest type of leadership in this impor­
tant position. His organizational ability will be in- . 
valuable to all of our Executive Board programs. · 

Commendation is in order for Immanuel Church, 
Little Rock, for the excellence with which they hosted 
the 1977 convention. The efficiency of Dr. Vaught and 
his staff in providing facilities and meeting the needs of 
messengers and others in attendance contributed 
inuch to the excellent spirit which prevailed. 

The 1~77 annual session of the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention was one of .the finest in years. This 
year's convention should prepare us to carry out effec­
tively the convention's theme, "Let the Church Reach 

- Out". We believe that ~rkansas Baptists will reach out 
·. to the lost and needy in a forceful way in 1978. 
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More convention views 
LEFT: W. 0. Vaught, pastor of the hos(church, welcomes James Pleitz of Florida, 
who brought th.e Wednesday afternoon message. 
ABOVE: A deaf youth choir "signed" some of the music for the Wednesday night 
program at Robinson Auditorium. 
BELOW, LEFT: New ministers in the state (in aisle) and retired ministers were' 
recognized at the meeting. 
BELOW, RIGHT: A messenger registers for the sessions. 
BOTTOM, LEFT: R. Wilbur Herring (left) pass.es the president's gavel to Johnny 
Jackson. 
BOTTOM, RIGHT: William Tolar, professor at Southwestern Seminary, taught the 
Bible study at each session. He was welcomed by Dr. Herring. · 
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Convention wives hear . Washington wom~n 
"We live in the Bible Belt and our 

heritage is very great and a very rich 
one,". Mary Cosby told the Arkansas 
Convention Wives when .the organiza­
tion held its annual meeting Nov. 8. 

Mrs. Cosby, of Washington, D.C., was . 
guest speaker for the event held at Im­
manuel Church in Little Rock. "Though 
we have this heritage," she continued, 
"in our growing up we have established 
a set or moralisms called 'Protestant 
Ethics', which is not built on the Chris­
tian faith . 

"We must be true to the scriptures 
and let Jesus Christ be Lord of our life 
because he gave his life for us," she said. 
"When we recognize the scriptural basis · 
of our lives and place him as number 
one in our lives, then we will find the 
unique place that God has for us in our 
daily walk of .life." 

Mrs. J. W. Adams o·f Texarkana was 
elected president of the Convention 
Wives for 1977-78. Elected to serve with 
Mrs. Adams were Mrs. Larry Henderson 
of Pine Bluff, vice-president; and Mrs. 
Ed McDonald of Texarkana, secretary. 

Mrs. Jon Stubblefield of Magnolia and 
Mrs. Joe Gordon of Texarkana were 
named co-chairpersons of the social 
committee. 

The slate of officers was presented by 

Mrs. Paul Sanders of Little Rock, 
chairman of the nominating committee. 
Serving with her were Mrs. Wilson 
Deese and Mrs. James Walker. 

Mrs. Jerry Wilcox, out-going presi ­
dent, presided ove r the business ses­
sion, which was preceded by small 
group discussions led by Mrs. · Bob 

Focht, Mrs. Tony Berry Mrs. Jerry Has­
sell, Mrs. G. W. Caldwell, Mrs. Charles 
Ashcraft, Mrs. Larry Henderson, Mrs. 
John Lockhart, Mrs. Tom Logue, Mrs. 
Nathan Por,ter and Mrs. Vernon Hodges. 

Special tnusic was presented by the 
Singing Women of Arkansas under the 
direction of Mrs. Robert Pilcher. 

Convention wives elected officers by the group included (from left) Mrs. Jon 
Stubblefield, co-chairperson of the social committee; Mrs. ). W. Adams, presi­
dent ; and Mrs. ~arry Henderson, vice-president. (ABN photo) 

RE group hears three speakers 
Kay Mancell of North Little Rock. Fred­
die Pike of North Little Rock was 
reelected secretary-treasurer. 

Religious education and music 
workers from around the state heard 
three speakers when they held their an­
nual meeting Nov. 8 at Little Rock's First 
Church. The Arkansas Baptist Religious 
Education Association also had lunch, 
was entertained by the Ouachitones ·and 

· elected officers. 
Jerry Johnson, a staff member at First 

Church, spoke on physical fitness and 
furnished a table full of printed 
materials urgin~ physical fitness 
programs. 

Torger Thompson, a commercial artist 
and illustrator, told about his 120-foot 
mural, "Miracle at Pentecost", which is 
displayed in Dallas. 

The g'roup was chaUenged to learn 
about the SBC's Bold Mission Thrust as 
Reid Hardin of the Home Mission Board 
asked them to tell him what they knew 
abovt the program. Hardin, Director of 
Renewal Evangelism for the HMB, dis­
cussed Bold Mission goals and the local 
church's role in meeting them. He ex­
plained that Bold Missions, in essence, is 
"putting volunteers out across the 
world." Hardin told the group that 
"God is up to something, and he's call­
ing people out today." · 

Officers elected by the group were 

November 17, 1977 : 

president, Jesse Sutton of Van Buren; 
first vice president, Charles Mayo of 
Ozark; and second vice president, A. 

1977-78 officers of the Arkansas Baptist Religious Education Association are 
(from left) }esse Sutton, president; Charles Mayo, first vice president; Kay 
Mancell, second vice president;• and Freddie Pike, secretary-treasurer. (ABN 
photo) 
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Speakers for the conference included (from left) Don Moore of Ft. Smith, C. A. 
Johnson of Paragould, Joe Atchison of Pine Bluff, Homer Shirley of Little Rock, Fer­
rell Morgan of Crossett, and Bill Cook. Lewis Criswell (far right) presented music. 

The handbell choir of First Church and 
the choir of Park Hill Church, North Lit­
tle Rock (seated), brought music for the 
conference. · 

Pastor's conference features Arkansans 

Ferrell Morgan, president of the 1977 
Pastors' Conference, said that he was 
thrilled with the presentation made by 
his speakers. All of the program partici­
pants except" one were Arkansans who 
developed· the theme "Let the Church 
Reach Out - Preaching Jesus". 

William Cook, . pastor, First Church, 
Bartlesville, Okla., was the only non­
Arkansan speaking on the program. Dr. 
Cook spoke during both the first and 
last sessions of the conference on "The 
Ministry of th~ Holy Spirit - Making 
Jesus Real" and "The Fullness of Christ". 
In his first message Dr. Cook reviewed 
Jesus' last sermon as recorded in John, 
chapters 12 through 17. He emphasized 
the fact that Jesus was preparing his fol­
lowers for the time when he wou.ld be 
absent from them. He told the pastors 
that the Holy Spirit could relax them and , 
give them peace regardles·s of their cir­
cumstance. Cook said that Jesus told his 
followers that the Holy Spirit would give 
them the fullness of joy and peace. He 
concluded his fir:;t message with a story 
of a very wicked man who was saved as a 

Pages 

result of his son making a total commit­
ment to the Lordship of Christ. 

In Dr. Cook's second message he 
emphasized the peace that Paul had in 
spite of persecution, beatings, imprison­
ment and harassment. He said, "We 
usually think that Paul was a dynamic, 
charismatic person, but the Scripture in-

. dicates that he was not such an in­
dividual. But Paul came to realize that 
his inadequacies were made perfect 
through the adequacy of Christ." 

Cook concluded his message and tlie 
Pastors' Conference by challenging the 
pastors to commit themselves totally to 
the fullness of Christ_. He said. "If you 
will ask anything in the will of God, you 
can have confidence that he will do it. 
You can depend pn the reality of it." 

The first message of the Pa.stors' 
Conference was delivered by Thomas 
Hinson, pastor, First Church, West 
Memphis, who spoke on "Jesus, the 
Head of the Church". He pointed out 
that Jesus, as the head of the church, is 
the indwelling genius of the church; 
Jesus is the instructing genius of the 

church; Jesus is the invigorating gospel, 
the identifying government and the im­
mortalizing glory of the church. In con­
clusion Hinson said, "Normally, the 
bride is the center of all the attention, 
but in the marriage feast of Jesl\s to the 
church, the order will be reversed. For 
Jesus is the only one to whom all praise 
and adoration is due." 

Paul Jackson, vocational evangelist, 
spoke on "Jesus, the Message of 
Evangelism" from Acts, the second 
chapter. He stressed that Jesus is a man; 
Jesus is a man of miracles; Jesus is the 
mediator; and Jesus is Master. In con­
clusion, Jackson said that Jesus is the 
one to whom all things belong, for he is 
before all things. He said, "One day God 
will permit every rebel t'o i>o'w and say, 
'Jesus is Lord.' " 

The Monday evening session was 
opened with a message by Homer 
Shirley, director of Development for 
Family and Child Care Services of 
Arkansas; who . spoke on "Preaching 
Jesus from the Old Testament", using 
Revelation' 22:16 as his text. He 
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emphasized that Jesus is in the Old 
Testament in his divine nature; Jesus 
was in the Old Testament in his creative 

. activity; and Jesus was in the Old Testa­
ment in redemptive history. In conclu­
sion, Shirley returned to his text, stating 
that Jesus is the root of all things. He was 
the Root of David and yet he was the 
offspring of David. He is a descendant 
and yet he is eternal. "This being true," 
Shirley said, "he was present in the Old 
Testament. If God is omniscient, Jesus 
could not have been an afterthought. 
God planned for man's salvation from 
the beginning. Jesus was present in the 
Old Testament." 

C. A. Johnson, pastor, First Church, 
Paragou ld, spoke on "Preaching Jesus 
from the Gospels", using John 1 :14 as 
his text. He emphasized that some saw 
the glory of Jesus in his birth; John saw 
the glory of Jesus in his Person; John saw 
the glory of Jesus in his life; John saw 
the glory of Jesus in his death and resur­
rection; and John saw the glory of Jesus 
in his ascension. In conclusion, Dr. 
Johnson said, "The ascended Jesus is 
building a mansion for you and me in 
heaven. One day those who know him 
as Saviour and Lord will know the full­
ness of his glory." 

Don Moore, pastor, Grand Avenue 
Church, Ft.. Smith, spoke on. "Preaching 
Jesus from Revelation". He said, "The 
purpose of Revelation is to declare that 
Jesus will reclaim his rightful place as 
King of Kings. The book tells us how 
Jesus will .reclaim his creation and how 
he will rectify his rejection." 

Moore emphasized that John was ex­
cited about Jesus because of the various 
ways he was to be manifested .. He said 
that Jesus was to be mani_fest visibly, 
morally, geographically, naturally, 
spiritually, eternally and racially. In con­
clusion, he said that it was necessary for 
Jesus to be manifest politically in order 
to rectify the many inequities which · 
have occurred throughout history. 
Moore asked, "If his physical manifesta­
tion and visible manifestation failed to 
make men confess that he is Lord, what 
will it take? When he reigns politically, 
everyone will accept his will." 

Jim Wright, pastor, First Church,· 
Camden, brought the opening message 
on Tue·sday morning. He spoke from 
Acts 4:7-12 on the subject, "The 
Matchless Name of Jesus" .. He pointed 
out the power and purpose of the name 
of Jesus- .t~~ riame of Jesus is 'the most 
significant name in all the universe; the 
name of Jesus is the only name by which 
a person can be saved; and at the name 
of Jesus every knee shall bow. In conclu­
sion Dr. Wright said, "When Jesus 
comes triumphant as Christ, every knee 
will bow and confess him Lord. Those 
who have rejected him will confess him 
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to their own damnation. Everyone will 
recognize that he is the triumphant 
Christ." 

Joe Atchison, pastor, South Side 
Church, Pine Bluff, spoke on "The 
Miraculous Salvation of Jesus". He 
emphasized that salvation is miraculous 
in its conception, in its crisis and in its 
completion. In conclusion,· Atchison 
said, "God will not go against man's will. 
But when man rejects God he must ac­
cept the dire result of this rejection." 

· Atchison told the story of a son trying to 
rescue his drowning mother. At the 
grave the son said, "Oh, Mother, I tried 
to save you and you wouldn't let me." 

He said that it was not God's desire that 
any would perish but some won't let 
God save them.• 

The program featured a large number 
of musical presentations, including the 
choir of Park Hill Church, North Little 
Rock; an ensemble froin Calvary 
Church, Little Rock; and the Music Men 
and Women of Arkansas. 

The new officers of the Pastors' 
Conference are Jack Bledsoe, pastor, 
First Church, Des Arc, president; Sam 
Adkins, pastor, Ebenezer Church, El 
Dorado, first vice president; Phil 
Lineberger, pastor, Calvary Church, Lit­
tle Rock, second vice president. 

Imust say H 
Charles H. Ashcraft I Executive Secretary 

The simple life 
(Last In a series) 

Simplicity is an adornment all its own. It carries its own authority. It is beautiful 
within itself and by itself. It lacks little. A life-style accomodating simplicity is a 
refreshing experience and not foreign to the Holy Scriptures. God portrays the con­
trast in life-styles as a contrast in happiness, security and final destination . The rich 
man with all his elegance and extravagance was no more secure, no happier and 
certainly no better off. when he ·died than the beggar who died al his gate (Luke 
16:19-31). The rich man with the big barn and bigger harvest and big life-style was 
no more immune to ltfe's uncertainties that the sharecroppers who made him rich 
by making themselves poor (L.uke 12:19-20). 

One's life-style after death is directly related to his life-style before death. Who 
would question the conditioning of the events in this life as having more than a con­
siderable determination of the quality of life beyond . Indeed our lives here are but 
a prelude to their continuance in the life to come. Those whose life-style finds 
pleasure in having 'everything for themselves and nothing for others may continue 
their life-style notions, but not in heaven (I John 2:15), _(I John 4:20), (I John 3:17), 
(Matt. 25:31-46) . They will not make it. , ~ 

I vote for the simple life for it has all the advantages hereafter and enough right 
here on earth to make it worthwhile . 

Living a simple life in a complex society is not possible for those who like well 
beaten ruts for their wheels to follow. It means a change of course, against the grain 
and is not always understood by the Joneses. It is, however, the key to reform. The 
life-style of Jesus was simple, forthright and unpretentious. It was noticeable for its 
appreciation of simple beauty and the enhancement of everyday things. His relaxa 0 

tion seemed to have come from his acknowledgement of the ripening grain fields, 
budding fig trees, grapes in the making, sunrises and sunsets, smiles on children's 
faces, boats rising and falling with the waves, fishermen making their haul, and the 
plight of a lowly sparrow. He knew the smell of freshly baked bread and the 
strength of the hefty rafters of the home in which he was entertained. 

His life-style was not the life-style of a dynamic executive, but the busy man can 
learn his lesson of simplicity from J~sus. His life, so different from others before him, 
resulted in corresponding contrasts. He charigeg the world about him arid it was the 
austere simplicity of-a sober life-style that did it. Flamboyancy, extravagance, living­
it-up, and acting like kings and queens is not within the Christian format. God will 
be patient with us in restructuring our life-style, and he wou ld be p leased to 
observe some hard evidence that our direction is changed. A proper life-style is the 
most powerful argument for reform. · 

I must say it/ 
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Convention sermon 
The Christian life of faith 

by Johnny Jackson 

Text: Hebrews 11:1-6 
Proverbs 3:5-6 

There are many similarities between 
all Christians. Every Christian has been 
born again. Every Christian has God as 
his Father, Jesus as his Saviour, and the 
Holy Spirit as his indwelling Helper. 
Every Christian has been forgiven of sin 
and is going to heaven. Every Christian . 
has the privilege and opporturiity of 
prayer. Every Christian has been sealed 
by the Holy Spirit. These basic facts are 
tru.e of every Christian regardless of age, 
sex, race or church . 

And yet - there are many differences 
among Christians. Some go to church 
regularly, some irregularly and some 
hardly at all. Some are diligent students 

· of the Bible while others live in ig­
norance of the teachings of God's 
Word. Some are good stewards and give 
generously and sacrificially, but others 
are greedy and stingy. Some pray and 
some don't. Some care about the souls 
of men and others are indifferent and 
complacent. · 

Why then the differences? I believe 
there are three general areas of the 
Christian life that reveal the reasons for 
the vast differences that do exist. One is 
the area of devotion. Some Christians 
love the Lord more than others do. 
Christianity is meant to be a growing 
love relationship between a believe r 
and Jesus Christ. If a Christian is lagging 
in love, his life will reveal it. Lack of 
devotion will manifest ·itself in conduct 
unbecoming to our faith. . 

The second area is desire. Some Chris­
tians want more from God than others 
do . Some hunger and thirst after 
righteousness. Some have an insatiable 
spiritual appetite. Desire grows out of 
devotion . The more we love the Lord, 
the more we desire him. 

The third area is discipline. Some 
Christians are willing to pay a price of 
determined, di ligent, disciplined living 
that many other Christians resist. 
Discipline is the limit to which we go to 
satisfy our desire that grows out of our 
devotion . 

There are many. facets to the dis-
. cipline needed in Christian growth. 

There is the discipline of knowledge. 
Doctrine must be learned. There is the 
discipline of surrender. We must die to 
self and live in · and through Christ. 
There is the discipline of action. We are 
to be doers of the Word and not hearers 
only. Finally, there is the discipline of 
faith. We must believe and appropriate 
all that God has for us. 

I believe that it is in the area of faith 
that differences really become ap-

. parent. Here is where battles are won 
and lost .. To please God - to grow in 
grace - to live victoriously - we must 
live by faith. 

For 30 years I have been preaching to 
my congregations the following three 
basic truths. 

First - E'verything we have from God 
we have in Jesus. Everything we have -
every blessing, every privilege, every 
possession, every inheritance, every 

Johnny Jackson (left) newly-elected 
president of the Convention, shares a 
relaxed moment with Jesse Reed, head 
of the State Convention's Evangelism 
Department. 

relationship, every opportunity - we 
have in Christ. God doesn't g ive us joy at 
one time, peace at another, sa lvation 
over here, and forgiveness over there. 
When we are saved, we receive Jesus -
and in him we have joy, and peace, and 
salvation, and forgiveness, and all 
things. 

Second - Everything we have from 
God in Jesus is administered to us and 
manifested in us by the Holy Spirit. He 
resides in us to make Christ real and to 
help us see and know what we have in 
Jesus. . · 

Third - Everything we have from God 

in Jesus administered to us by the Holy 
Spirit we must appropriate by faith for 
real practical victory and blessing to be 
ours. Faith is the key I Faith is the victory I 
Faith is the absolute necessity for growth 
in Christian living. 

I. Initial faith - entrance Into life 
The Bible indicates that we enter into 

life through a faith .experience. Ephe­
sians 2:8 says, "For by grace are ye saved 
through faith." Romans 5:1-2 notes that 
we are justified by faith and that our ac­
cess into grace is made possible by faith. 
Paul wrdte tq Timothy that the Scrip­
tures were able to make wise unto salva­
tion through faith. He declared in 
.Romans that the plan of salvation was a 
"way of faith which we preach". Jesus 
said to blind Bartimaeus, "Thy faith hath 
saved thee." 

·The Bible abounds with the verb form 
of faith using the word "believe". 
"Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and 
thou shalt be saved." "Now to him that 
worketh not but believeth on him who 
justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted 
for righteousness." "He that believeth 
on the Son hath everlasting life." 

II. Continuing faith -
development of life . 

As faith begins the Christian life, faith 
is to continue throughout the Christian 
life. Paul said in II Corinthians 5:7 we are 
"to walk by faith." In Romans 14 he said, 
"whatsoever is not of faith is sin." Three 
times in the Bible are the words "the just 
shall live by faith." One of our text 
verses in Hebrews 11 says, "without faith 
it is impossib le to , please God." The 
writer goes on to cite many examples of 
victorious Christian living, By faith Abel 
- By faith Abraham - By faith Moses -
By faith David ~ By faith Enoch - By 
faith Joseph - By faith - By faith I 

Jesus commended one in Matthew 
with the words, "Great is thy faith." 
Stephen is described as one "full of 
faith". Barnabas in Acts 11 has the same 
description applied to him. Abraham in 
Romans 4 is declared to have been 
"strong in faith". Paul declared in Gala­
tians 2:20 he " lived by faith". He told 
the Ephesians to carry the ;~'shield of 
faith". James urged his readers to pray 
"in fi!ith, nothing doubting". Jesus chal­
leng!;!d his disciples to "have fa ith in 
God". John wrote in his first epistle, 
"This is the victory that overcomes the 
world, even our faith( " 

Ill. Practical faith - victory In life 
Now the problem for many is how to 
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experience that victory. They have made 
a faith commitment to Christ for salva­
tion that is binding for all eternity - yet 
they have great difficulty in living by 
faith on a day-to-day basis. The rest of 
this sermon deals with two great verses 
in Proverbs 3 that reveal clearly the faith 
way of living. Let's examine them closely 
asking God to give us insight that will 
help us grow in grace. 

"Trust in the Lord with all thine heart 
and lean not to thine own under­
standing. In all thy ways acknowledge 
him and he shall direct thy paths." What 
simplicity! What profundity! 

1. The .nature of faith - "trust" 
We see, first of all, that the nature of 

faith is trust. To trust in the Lord is to 
have faith in the Lord. 
. Trust involves two ideas. There is con­

fidence in and commitment to the Lord. 
Both of these are vital ingredients in 
true faith. The world is full of people 
who say they have confidence in the 
Lord but who have never made a real 
personal commitment· to him. My 
mother lives in Dallas. She says she has 
confidence in airplanes. She knows that 
I have flown all over the world and she 
really doesn't worry about me when ·f'm 
flying. But she has never made a com­
mitment to an airplane. She has lived 
her life on planet earth. She really hasn't 
demonstrated much personal faith in air 
travel. 

I have confidence in every bank in Lit­
tle Rock - but I've made a commitment 
to only one. Worthen Bank is guarding 
my few dollars with great zeal, I trust. 
Faith equals trust and trust is confidence 
and commitment. 

2. The object of faith - "the lord" 
Faith must have an object and the 

Scripture tells us that it is to be the Lord. 
Our confidence is in the Lord. Our com­
mitment is to the Lord. 

Franklin Roosevelt coined a phrase in 
World War II that sounded good then in 
those dark days but is theologically in­
correct. He said, "All we need to do is 
have faith in faith." No, my friends, what 
we need to·do, what we must. do for vic­
torious Christian living is have faith in 
the Lord. If I believe anything at all 
about Jesus, I believe he is all sufficient. 
Christ is the Answer. We must trust in 
him and in him alone. 
3. The rcope of faith - "all the heart" 

Our faith - confidence in and com­
mitment to the Lord - must be sincere. 
It cannot be pretense, show, nor super­
ficial. It is to be with "all our heart". 

The Bible uses the word "heart" in 
three ways. It is used to describe . the 
vital physical organ inside our chest that 
pumps the life sustaining blood through 
our bodies. It is used in a figurative 
sense to describe the essence or core of 
a particular matter. Then it is used third­
ly as it is here to describe the inner man, 
the real person, the deepest part of our 
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spiritual being. With all of our heart in 
Proverbs 3:5 means there will be no 
reservation, no hesitation, no half-way 
decision. Rather sincerely and totally 
our reliance and dependence is u·pon 
the lord. 

4. The alternative to faith -
"leaning on our own understanding" 

God does not force any of his children 
to live this faith kind of life. He will let us 
flounder in frustration in our own will if 

· we so desire. You can ignore the Lord or 
resist the Lord or perhaps put the Lord 
in some convenient corner to call upon 
when we find ourselves in a jam. Oh, 
how many believers are living their lives 
leaning upon their own understanding! 
The misery we feel, the burdens we bear 
and the failures we endure come from 
the frailties of self direction and self in­
dulgence. We don't like to admit this. 
We like to think · of ourselves as 
educated, talented, gifted and' 
resourceful persons. 

Many years ago at Ridgecrest I heard a 
college girl give the best summary of 
Christian victory I'd ever heard. It has 
helped me to this day. She said, "When I 
was saved, the Lord Jesus came to live in 
my heart. Now when Satan comes and 
knocks on my door, I say, "Lord Jesus, 
will you answer the door?" and he does. 
He looks at Satan and asks, "Devil, what 
do you want?" and the devil says, "Ex­
cuse me, I'm in the wrong 
neighborhood!" and he leaves." 

Now you and I can say that when we 
were saved the Lord came into our 
hearts. But sometimes when Satan 
knocks on my door I say, "Lord Jesus, 
you just take it easy. I'll handle this." 
And before I know it, Satan has tricked 
and defeated me. Oh, the folly of lean­
ing on our own understanding! 
Remember, you have an alternative. 

You can choose - self or Jesus. Hap­
piness and peace come only as we 
repudiate self and cling to our Saviour. 

5. The exercise of faith -
"In all ways acknowledge him" 

Here is one of the real keys to what I 
am saying. "In all thy ways" - He must 
be Lord and Master of all we are and do 
- Lord on the job, Lord at school, Lord 
at home, Lord on the golf course, Lord 

· at church, Lord of- all and at all times. I 
must acknowledge that Lordship, his 
right to control me at all times. Each day 
I must renew my commitment to him. 
"Today, Lord Jesus, I surrender my all to 
you. Wherever I go, whatever I do, I 
acknowledge you as my Lord and I glad­
ly give you absolute authority over every 
part of my life." This is faith in practice . 
This is faith being exercised properly. 
This is faith in action. 

6. The reward of faith -
"the lord directing our paths" 

When our faith is real confidence in 
and real commitment to the Lord, and 
when it is absolutely and totally sincere, 
and when we have renounced our own 
strength and are exercising our faith by 
a practical daily realization of his 
lordship over our lives, then we can 
claim the reward of faith. "He shall 
direct our paths!" Hallelujah for that! I 
don't have to walk alone. I don't have to 
stumble in darkness. I don't have to 
f.lounder in misery. The Lord is with me. 
He is my helper. He is my guide. 

We begin the Christian life by faith. 
We continue by faith. We are to live by 
faith. May the Lord grant to us today a 
new capacity to trust in him with all our 
hearts and thereby experience the vic­
tory, that overcomes the world. 

Johnny Jackson is pastor of Forest 
Highlands Church, little Rock. 

LET THE CHURCH REACH OU ... 

N OLD ESS 
Dave Woo~man and Beth Ward, Little Rock TV personalities, manned the "news 
anchor desk" for the Wednesday night program. Robert Holley directed the multi­
media program about Convention work. 
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One layman's opinion 
Daniel R. Grant/ President, OBU 

World hunger and Christian love 
Since becoming president of 

Ouachita Baptist University, I have 
almost stopped reading books. At first I 
thought the problem was simply that 
publishers and writers are producing 
much longer books than before, or 
perhaps that I am reading more slowly 
than before. Both of these may be true, 
but I suspect a more accurate explana­
tion is that my life is moving faster than 
ever before. As a result, I try to read 
book reviews, even though my con­
science tells me this is the shortcut for 
the undisciplined and lazy person. 

Recently a book review in The Chron­
icle of Higher Education caught my eye. 
It told of three books on the subjec;:t of 
food production and the problem of 
world hunger. As one who has always 
believed that ChrisJianity is relevant to 
problems of physical need as well as 
problems of spiritual need, I read the 
review eagerly in the hope that these 
books might contain a few sparks of in-

Woman's viewpoint 
Jane Purtle 

Contemplative prayer, part three 

spiration and direction for feeding those 
· in the world who are starving or serious­

ly malnourished. I was disappointed in 
the results. 

'All three books seemed preoccupied 
with bitterness, cynicism, and knee-jerk 
negativism on our existing political and 
economic systems in the world. Each 
book in its own way was written in an at­
tempt to solve the paradox of "food, 
food, everywhere but not enough to 
eat". Each book criticized prevailing 
agricultural practkes as dominated by 
class interest and rampant commercial 
greed, unconcerned with the perils of 
ecology and characterized by giant agri 
business that is a virtual monopoly of 
the wealthy and politically favored who 
manipulate food production for the 
benefit of a corporate few. 

I was disappointed in the apparently 
uncritical acceptance of this gloom-and­
doom "conspiracy approach" to the 
world's problems. of hunger and food 

Most of us think of prayer as asking 
God to change circumstances. Does 
contempl~tive prayer know anything of 
intercession? The New Testament ad­
monishes us -to intercede; as recorded 
in John 17, Jesus himself prayed for me 
that I might realize my destiny of union 
with the father. Contemplative prayer 
gives meaning and perspective to. 
prayers of intercession. The two merge 
together, and answers, though still im­
portant, come to be a way of knowing 
God better. 

If we listen for the movement of God 
within us, we will know how to in­
tercede. Those people and causes for 
which we feel a peculiar concern are 
our call to prayer. Knowing how to think 
about them -is the first step. I strain to 

know the mind of God, to understand as 
I reach out in my thoughts and actions 
so that God's grace and love can move 
through me. My prayer is my involve­
ment in the life of the world; it is the 
debt I owe the world. In my time of 
deepest need when I could not pray for 
myself, the prayers of friends merged 
with Jesus' own prayers to move me into 
the abyss of the everlasting arms. From . 
-that time, I realized what Jesus, through 
his life and death, and what they, 
through their redemptive intercession, 
had done. My debt is a sweet burden 
that I bear. 

. God often answers my prayers of in­
tercession in the most bizarre ways. 
Sometimes he has even worsened the 

production. No one can deny either that 
our political and economic systems have 
imperfections or that many people in 
this world are greedy. What is disap­
pointing, however, is the spirit of bit­
terness and even hatred that seems to 
pervade three different books on this 
subject. Although the review cataloged 
a long list of failures of'capitalistic food 
production, not .one word was included 
on the glaring failures of collective 
agriculture and state farms in the Soviet 
Union and other Communist countries. 
How naive or one~sided can they bel 

I continue to believe that the Chris­
tian faith and life are relevant to the 
problems of world poverty and .hunger, 
and that we need to apply our minds 
and hearts to the task of meeting human 

· .needs. The solution may well require 
changes in our political and economic 
systems. But I am convinced the answer 
will not be found in bitterness and 
hatred, but rather in a spirit of Christia.n 
love, concern and compassion. 

circumstances. But when one's way is 
committed to the Lord, value judgments 
of "good" or "bad;, are no longer possi­
ble. When we hurt for ourselves or 
others, we pray for help as David did; 
beyond that we make no judgments, 
knowing that his ways are not our ways. 

God calls each . of us to a life of con­
templative prayer. Whether we are ac­
tive like Martha or passive like Mary, we 
cannot live as our true self except we 
center our life upon a deepening search 
for him. In the state of being which is 
contemplative prayer, our desire for un­
ion with him deepens. We search for the 
silence within ourselves that meets his 
silence in a reality beyond language, 
and we pray without ceasing. · 

PEW CUSHIONS 
Comfort and beauty. At prices your 

Church can afford. 
For free estimate contact 

FLOWERS MANUFACTURING, INC . 
P.O. Box 587, Keene, Tex. 76059 

Phone: A-C 817-645-9203 
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-----------------------------------Arkansas all over ~eo'-le 
Lendol Jackson has been called as 

Director of Missions for the Black River 
Association. He will assume the position 
on Jan : 1. Jackson has served as student 
financial aid administrator at Southern 
College for the past 11½ years. He has 
also ser.ved as pastor of the Smithville 
Church the past six years. 

Joseph Mac Young was ordained to 
the gospel ministry in services held on 
Oct. 23 at First Church, Hope. Ordina­
tion was at the request of Boughton 
Church. Richard Stiltner, pastor of the 
Hope church, preached the ordination 
sermon, presented the Bible and· made 
the presentation of the ordination cer­
tificate. Ed Turner, pastor of the 
Boughton church, gave the charge to 
the candidate. S. A. Whitlow gave the 
charge to the church and prayed the or­
dination prayer. Young, a student at 
Ouachita University and associate pastor 
o_f the Boughton Church, is the son of 
George and Helen Young. 

Bill Elder of Arkadelphia, professor of 
religion at Ouachita University, was 
guest speaker at Shannon Road Church, 
Pine Bluff, on Nov. 5. Dr. Elder is a can- · 
didate for Congress in south Arkansas. 
He and his wife, Linda, have . two chil~ 
dren, Bill IV and Kristin. 

Deborah Holley, a religious jour­
nalism major at Ouachita University, has 
been featured in the November issue of 
Event, a leisure-read ing magazine for 
youth published by the Sunday School 
Board of the Southe~n Baptist Conven­
tion. "The Journey", a poem written by 
/y1iss Holley, received honorable men­
tion in the senior division of the annual 
creative writing contest sponsored by 
this publicat'ion. She is the daughter of 
Mr'. and Mrs. Robert Holley of Little 
Rock and is a member of First Church, 
Arkadelphia. 

Rev. and Mrs. D. W. Stark of Bearden 
. celebrated their 50th wedding anniver­

sary at the Colonial Inn in Heber Springs 
Oct. 8, and in the Palestine Church the 
following morning. Attending the Satur­
day evening dinner were their three 
sons, Dewey Jr., Harrell Dean and Jim, 
their families and other relatives of the 
honored · couple. Stark, who has 
pastored several churches in Ark.ansas, 
spoke at Sunday morning services 
reminding the congregation that his 
grandfather had assisted in organization 
of the Palestine Church in 1861 and was 
its first pastor . . 

Charles D. Johnson, a Southern Bap­
tist educator, . author and editor, died 
Oct. 19 in Monticello where he and Mrs. 
Johnson had lived since retiring in 1963. 
Dr. Johnson, who was born in Banner, 
Miss., was a graduate of Mississippi Col­
lege at Clinton, Miss., and the University 
of Iowa. He also held honorary doc-
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torates from Mercer and John Hopkins 
Universities. He served as dean of Blue 

· Mountain College and as president of 
two ·Arkansas colleges, Ouachita 
University and Arkansas A and M of 
Monticello (now the University of 
Arkansas at Monticello). Dr. Johnson 
was a member of the faculty of Baylor 
University for 30 years, having served as 
chairman and professor of the depart­
ments of journalism and sociology. He 
was founder of the Baylor journalism 
department. He was, for 21 years, 
chairman of the Education Commission 
of the Southern Baptist Convention in 
Nashville and founded · it s official 
publication, The Southern Baptist 
Educator, and served as its editor for 15 
years. He was the author of a history of 
Southern Baptist schools, Higher Educa­
tion of Southern Baptists, a volume 
published in 1956: Survivors ·include his 
wife, Claude Eager Johnson; a sister, 
Mrs. Dale Cannon of Bruce, Miss.; five 
grandchildren; and three great­
grandchildren . 

Dean E. Newberry, who serves as 
company chaplain for Hudson Foods, 
Inc., in Rogers, will assist in teaching 
"The Christian Chaplaincy", an orienta­
tion course for those interested in serv­
ing as chaplain, at Midwestern Seminary 
Nov. 22-Dec. 22. Newberry, who served 
as pastor for 29 years before entering 
the chaplaincy, is also a member of 
Midwestern's Board of Trustees. 

Clark McMahon, a student at 
Ouachita University, is serving as part­
time outreach director for Harvey's 
Chapel, Hot Springs . . 

Jackson 

Elder Miss Holley 

BIiiy Ma_ssey has resigned as pastor ot 
Open Door Church at Rogers. 

Mrs. Dennis Baw, wife of the pastor of 
First Church, Dumas, has attended the 
Southern Baptist Sunday School Board's 
Writers' Conference, held in Nashville, . 
Tenn. Mrs. Baw has beeri writing SBC 
Sunday School and Vacation Bible 
School materials for the pa~t three years. 

Charles Carrens has accepted the call 
to serve as pastor of Nimmons Church. 
He has been pastoring Mount Pleasant 
Church, Maynard. 

Jerry Rigdon has resigned as pastor of 
John Grace Memorial Church, Belle­
ville. He and his wife will continue to 
live in Dardanelle. 

Gene Thomas of Jonesboro, La., has 
accepted the ca ll to serve as pastor of 
the Pottsville Church. · 

Gary Hinson, who has pastored Grace 
Church in Augusta for the past four 
years, has accepted a call to become 
pastor of the Plainview Church. · 

The Carley Howell family, members of 
Blytheville First ·church, left there on 
Nov. 1 for Oneida, Ky., where they will 
be on the staff of O11.eida institute, a 
Baptist Boarding School for high school 
students in the mountains of Eastern 
Kentucky. 

Al Ray Taylor has resigned as minister 
of music at the Gardner Church. 

Jim Sides has ·been ca ll ed to serve as 
interim music director for First Church, 
Walnut Ridge. He serves on the staff at . 
Southern Co llege as chora l music direc­
tor. 

· Gregg Frizzell will serve in November 
as pianist for Sunday evening worship 
services at England First Church. 
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Arkansas all over 
The sanctuary choir of Flnt Church, 

Arkadelphia, presented the musical 
"Beginnings" in evening worship ser­
vices on Nov. 6. The musical featured 
Frances Tamboli as narrator, Gary 
Wheeler as percussionist, Russell 
Hodges and Dora Ann Purdy. 

Mount Olive Church, Crossett, has 
begun a pre-school worship hour under 
direction of J. D. Moore. Ferrell D. · 
Morgan is pastor. 

Flnt Church, Hamburg, was in revival 
Nov. 7-13. John Shepherd Jr. of Har- · 
riman, Tenn., was evangelist. Music was 
directed by Milton Walker, music and 

, youth · director at Second Church in 
Odessa, Tex. Raymond C. Atwood is 
pastor. 

Calvary Church, Corning, reported 
record attendances in October as a 
result of the church's bus ministry. Jerry 
Weaver is pastor. 

First Church, Rector, had record at­
tendances in areas of its work and led 
Current-Gains Association in total en­
rollment in Church Training, Woman's 
Missionary Union, Brotherhood, 
Church Music and ranked second in 
baptisms. Guy Whitney is pastor. 

First Church, Pocahontas, for the sec­
ond straight year, led Current-Gains As­
sociation in baptisms and in Sunday 
School attendance. Curtis Smith is 
pastor. 

The music program of First Church, 
Hughes, is expanding to include all ages. 
Bobby Pearle is music director. The 
church held its first Royal Ambassador 
Advancement service on Sunday eve­
ning, Oct. 30. 

Second Church, RussellvlUe, is in 
revival Nov. 13-18. Curtis Smith, pastor 
of First Church, Pocahontas, Is 
evangelist. James D. Bryant is pastor. 

Harvey's Chapel, Hot Springs, has 
organized a special program for senior 
adults. A banquet was held in honor of 
this group recently and featured Harry 
Woodall as guest speaker. ·A kitchen 
band provided special music. Marvin 
James is pastor. 

Youth of First Church, England, 
presented a special drama/musical in 
the church's evening worship services 
on Oct. 30. Tommy Webb was drama 
director. 

Olivet Church, Little Rock, was in 
revival Oct. 30-Nov. 2. Bill Stafford was 
evangelist. Musician was John Ellzey, 
minister of music at Leawood Church In 
Memphis, Tenn. Lamar Lifer is pastor. 

First Church, PIHott, began a 
children's worship hour as a new 
ministry of the church on Nov. 6. 

Youth of ~ha Church will present 
the musical "The Clown" at Immanuel 
Church, Warren, on Nov. 20. 
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Mount Carmel Church, Cabot, held 
deacon ordination services on Oct. 9 to 
ordain Ray Lindsay and Danny Vance. 
Paul Kinder gave the charge and Ron 
Griffin, pastor, brought the message. 
The church's 60-voice youth choir con­
ducted Sunday evening worship services 
at Tucker Prison on Nov. 5. Buddy 
Barnett is youth and music director. 

Four members of Hermitage Church 
left on Monday afternoon, Oct. 31, to 
participate in an evangelistic crusade in 

the Tokyo, Japan, area. Those going 
were Rev. and Mrs. Jimmy Anderson 
Mrs. Powers Graham and Mrs. Shirley 
Meggs. They will be working with the 
Fujisawa Baptist Church in Fujisawa 
Japan, following orientation meeting; 
held in Tokyo. The crusade is a joint ef­
fort by Japanese and Southern Baptists. 

Messengers to the annual meeting of 
Washington-Madison Association ap­
proved a resolution opposing the or­
dination of women as ministers or 
deacons. 

ANITA BRYANT 
IN SACRED CONCERT 

Pine Bluff Convention ·center Arena 
Saturday Nov. 19th, 8:00 p.m. 

TICKETS: $6.00 · $5.00- $4.00 

"ORDERS OF 5 OR MORE TICKETS:" 
$5.00 - $4.00 - $3.00 

ORDER YOURS TODAY FROM: 

THE PINE BLUFF 
CONVENTION CENTER BOX OFFICE 
P.0. BOX 87 48 
PINE BLUFF, ARK. 

*MAIL ORDER . 
*AVAILABLE AT BOX OFFICE WINDOW 

PRESENTED BY: THE M.B. RUSSELL AGENCY, INC. 
P~O. BOX 1366 - PINE BLUFF, ARK. 
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briefly 
First Church, Ola, in services held on 

Oct. 16 ordained Howard Culwell, V. J. 
Black and David Garrett as deacons of 
the church. Hoda Ward is pastor. 

First Church, Centerton, held an Ac­
teens Recognition Service on Sunday 
·evening, Oct. 17. Betty Jo Lacy, Acteens 
Director of the Arkansas Baptist 
Woman's Missionary Union, was pres­
ent to participate in the service. Those 
crowned as Queen were Cindy Coffelt, 
Tammy Ginn, Carrie Kisor and Judy and 
Janie Peters. The Queen's Scepter was 
received by Linda Thompson and 
Christine Whitehead. Melissa Coffelt 
was also presented with an Adventure I 
badge for her work in' Girls in Action. 
Becky Kay Coffelt, in services to be held 
on Nov. 24, will be presented a Service 
Aide Citation, the highest award given 
in Acteens, in recognition of her work 
during the past three years. 

Calvary Church, Paragould, was in 
revival Oct. 24-30 with Haskel Malone as 
evangelist. There were 14 professions of 
faith and six joined by letter. Junior 
Vester is pastor. 

Highland HIiis Church, Texarkana, 
was in revival Oct. 24-30. Clarence Shell, 
associate/evangelist of the Evangelism 
Department of the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention, was evangelist. Car­
rell Sellers and James Nash led music. 
There were six professions of faith and 
five joined by letter. James S. Lindsey is 
pastor. · 

Southside Church, Damascus, on Oct. 
30 observed Miracle Day Two and a high 
attendance record. There were 203 at­
tending Sunday School and 133 present 
for Church Training. The church also 
had an offering which exceeded 
$15,000, permitting retirement of the 
church's indebtedness on a sanctuary 
constructed in 1975. Wiley Magee from 
Mid-America Seminary was guest 
speaker. In July the church held its first 
Miracle Day at which a special offering 
was given on the church's building 
fund. A. Glenn Artt is pastor. 
· First Church, North Little Rock, spon­

sored a church-worker prayer retreat 
Oct. 28-29 at DeGray Lodge, 
Arkadelphia, with 32 participating. The 
retreat was directed by Leland Hurt Jr., 
minister of music and education. Youth 
of the church held a "Youth Surprise" 
on Oct. 31 at Burns Park with Ronald 
White, minister of youth, in charge. J. C. 
Myers is pastor. 

Correction 
A news brief appearing in this 

feature in the Nov. 10 issue of ABN 
listed the wrong p·erson as pastor 
of First Church, Bentonville. Win­
fred Bridges actually is pastor of 
that church : 
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Pangburn Church's building was erected at a cost savings through the help of 
a retired contractor who was. cha irman of the building committee (ABN 
photo) 

Pangburn dedicates $62,000 building 
"To witness together, pray together 

and teach together, so that the n_ame of 
Jesus might be exalt~d," was the chal­
lenge given to members of First Church; 
Pangburn, by their pastor, Henry Ap­
plegate, in dedication services on Oct. 
23. 

"This building, which we are 
dedicating today was built through the 
leadership of Jesus," Applegate con­
tinued, "therefore we dedicate it to him 
and now we must go forth into this com­
munity to exalt hi~ name." 

"We must not sit down," he con­
cluded. "With Pangburn becoming a 
semi resort area we do not have to go 
overseas to have a mission field, we have 
one here. This is to be our place of ser­
vice for God." 

The Pangburn Church has had a 
membership increase of 130 since Ap­
plegate became pastor in November of 
1975. The church's offering has exceed­
ed $52,000 in the past 12 months. . 

Construction of the building was 
begun in September of 1976 and was 
ready for use on July 3 of this year. 
Financed through loans, the cost of con­
struction was $62,000. 

W. B. (Jack) Bowen was building com­
mittee cha.irman. Serving on the com­
mittee were Connie Yingling and Omer 
Betts. 

Cost of construction was kept at a 
minimum through the efforts of Bowen, 
a retired contractor, who volunteered 
his time and labor for the building. The 

structure includes a sanetuary that seats 
250 and a fellowship hall. The old 
auditorium has been remodeled into 
classrooms which increased educational 
space from eight rooms to 20. 

The church, in recognition of Bowen's 
services, dedicated their fellowship hall 
to him. Bowen, however, said, "I built 
this building, assisted by other church 
members, as a service and tribute to our 
Lord." 

W. M. Burnett, Director of Missions of 
Calvary Association, was a special guest 
at dedication services. He told the con­
gregation, "The work and -spirit of your 
church during these past months is spill­
ing over into the other 39 churches pf 
our association. What you are 
dedicating today represents the spirit 
and power in your church." 

Former pastors attending the service 
were Gib Williams, Sidney Holcomb, 
Amos Greer and 0. W. Auten. 

The church history was given by 
Omer Betts. Prayers were led by Danny 
Veteto, pastor of Valley Baptist Chapel, 
and Jim Wiley. 

Jerome Browning directed music for 
dedication services. Accompanists were 
Joan and Betty Butler. Betty Butler was 
soloist. 

Bill Holcomb of Pine Bluff was 
speaker for the morning worship hour. 
A covered-dish luncheon was served at 
noon. The day of dedication concluded 
with evening services at which a concert 
was presented by the Holcomb Brothers 
Quartet and the Crownmasters. 
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'M' Night 
-tenting D.hclp.Jcihlp 

1hromB[b 1977 
• Inspiration

Smi<Jay Night • InformationPlace! · 
• Fellowship19n-191s 
• Special Features 

Attend "M"-Night in Your Association 

Association 
Arkansas Valley 
Ashley 
Bartholomew 
Benton County 
Black River 
Buckner 
Caddo River 
Calvary 
Carey 
Caroline 
Centennial 
Clear Creek 
Concord 
Conway-Perry 
Current-Gains 
Dardanelle-Russellville 
Delta 
Faulkner 
Greene County 
Harmony 
Independence 
Liberty 

Little Red River 
Little River 
Mississippi County 
Mount Zion 
North Arkansas 
North Pulaski 
Ouachita 
Pulaski. 
Red River 
Roc.ky Bayou 
Searcy · 
Southwest 
Tri-County 
Trinity 
Van Buren 
Washington-Madison 
White River 
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Date 
Nov. 28 
Nov. 21 
Nov. 28 
Nov. 28 
Nov. 21 
Nov. 28 
Nov. 28 
Nov. 28 
Nov. 28 
Dec. 5 
Nov. 29 
Nov. 28 
Nov. 28 
Dec. 4 · 
Nov. 28 
Nov. 28 
Nov. 28 
Nov. 28 
Nov. 28 . 
Nov. 28 
Nov . .21 
Nov. 28 

Nov. 21 
Nov. 28 
Nov. 21 
Nov. 28 
Nov. 28 
Nov. 28 
Nov. 21 
Nov. 28 
Nov. 28 
Nov. 28 
Dec. 8 
Nov. 28 
Nov. 22 
Nov. 28 
Dec. 5 
Nov. 28 
Nov. 28 

Location Time 
West Helena 7:30 p.m. 
First, Crossett 6:00 p.m. 
Wilmar 7:00 p.m. 
Sunnyside, Rogers 7:30p.m. 
First, Walnut Ridge 7:30 p.m . 
First, Waldron 7:30 p.m. 
First, Norman 7:00 p.m. 
First, Cotton Plant 7:30 p.m. 
First, Fordyce 7:00 p.m. 
First, Hazen 7:30 p.m. 
East Side, DeWitt 7:30 p.m . 

. First, Ozark 7:30 p.m. 
Fir.st, Ft. Smith 7:00 p.m. 

· Casa 2:00 p.m: 
First, Piggott 7:30 p.m. 

· Fair Park, Russellville 7:00 p.m . 
Portland }:30 p.m. 
Second, Conway 7:30 p.m. 
Calvary, Paragou ld 7:00 p.m. 
9outh Side, Pine Bluff 7:30 p.m. 
Calvary & First, Batesville 7:00 p.m. 
Parkview, El Dorado 7:30 p.m. 

· First, Strong 
First, Cullen·dale 
Palestine · 7:30 p.m. 
Horatio 7:30 p.m . 
Trinity, Blytheville 7:30 p.m. 
North Main, Jonesboro 7:00 p.m. 
Eagle Heights, Harrison 7:30 p.m. 
Central, North Little Rock 7:00 p.m. 
Concord, Mena 7:00 p.m. 
Markham Street, Little Rock 7:30 p.m. 
First, Curtis 7:00 p.m. 
First, Melbourne 7:QQ ip.m. 
First, Leslie 7:00 p.m. 
First, Stamps 7:00 p.m. 
Earle 7:30 p.m. 
First, Trumann 7:00 p.m. 
Bee Branch 7:00 p.m. 
First, Fayetteville 7:30 p.m. 

' . First, Gassville 7:30 p.m. 
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Child Care · BGU 
.Helping ministry needs your support lllthird 

Arkansas Baptist Family and Child tunity. Remember that aside from the Centu!:!I 
Care Services encompasses the state in 
ministering , to children with tender 
needs. The Children's Home at Mon­
tice Ilo remains the center of this 
ministry. Area offices in Jonesboro, Fay­
etteville and Little Rock complement 
the ministry of the Home in Monticello. 
Both the Home in Monticello and the 
area offices are staffed with well­
qualified and deeply dedicated workers. 
They work with children and their 
families in search of a solution to their 
problems. The entire staff is committed 
to the basic value of the family. Work 
with the family, if there is one, is con­
tinued while the child is in our care. A 
majority of the 45 children released 
from our care the past year were 
returned to their families. 

During the past year, 449 new referrals 
were processed. Ninety children and 
youth received care at the Home in 
Monticello. Eleven boys were helped by 
living at the Group Home for Boys in 
Jonesboro. Sixteen children were cared 
for in approved foster homes. Twenty­
one young people living at the Home 
accepted Christ as their Savior. The 
Christian message of God's love con­
tinues to make our child care ministry 
distinctive. Leading young people to 
find Christian principles on which to 
build their lives is a priority of our staff. 
It is this dimension that gives meaning to 
all we •do. · 

Your church can have a very 
meaningful part of this ministry through 
the Thanksgiving Offering. Thanks- · 
giving Offering materials and envelopes 
have been mailed to the churches. This 
offering is very vital to the continuing 
ministry to children. We continue to be 
dependent upon it for approximately 
one-third of our operating budget. Last 
year 926 of our 1213 churches par­
ticipated in Thanksgiving, Mother's Day 
or Budget Offerings in addition to the 
Cooperative Program support. 

Our goal this year is two-fold: (1) 100 
percent of the churches participating in 
the offering, and (2) a minimum of $1 
per church member. One hundred 
sixty-seven churches reached ·the goal 
of $1 per member last year. If every 
church would do that this year, our of­
fering would more than double. 

We recognize the pastor as the leader 
of the church and depend upon him to 
promote the offering. If your church is 
without a pastor, we trust someone else 
in the church will do this. The following 
suggestions are offered to help you in 
using the envelopes and materials you 
have received to promote the offering. 

1. Discuss the importance of the 
Thanksgiving Offering at every oppor~ 
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Cooperative Program, this is our largest 
source of income from the churches. 

2. Place the posters in a conspicuous 
place. · 

3 .. Promote the offering each Sunday 
in November and g,ive the church an 
opportunity to contribute. 
· 4. Try to collect all gifts by the middle 

of December. 
5. Send your check to Arkansas Baptist 

Family and Child Care Services, P.O. Box 
552, Little Rock, Ark. 72203, as soon as 
possible so you will get credit for your 
gift during the current year. 

We are confident you will make this a 
matter of prayer and respond as the 
Lord leads. It is physically impossible for 
us to come personally to each church 
and present our needs. However, we 
will come, as possible, if you invite us. 
Call 376-4791. - Homer W. Shirley Jr., 
Director of Development, Arkansas 

•Baptist Family and Child Care Services 

Early education 
workshop next week 

The sixth annual · 
Weekday Early Edu­
cation Workshop 
will be held in Pu-
1ask i Heights 
Church, 2200 Kav­
anaugh, Little Rock, 
Nov. 21 and 22. 

The workshop is 
for kindergarten 
and day care di-
rectors, teachers, 
committee mem- Miss Ratton 
bers, pastors, ministers of education and 
other staff members. It is sponsored by 
the Sunday School and Missions depart­
ments. 
· The first session will begin at 1 :30 on 

Monday afternoon, Nov. 21, and the 
workshop will close at 2:30 on Tuesday 
afternoon. 

Conference and interest group topics 
will include "Understanding Child 
Development", "The Child's Self­
Esteem", "Music", .,Art", "Physical 
Education", "Administration" and 
"Readiness and Activities". 

Program personnel will include Mrs. 
Mary Root, Mrs. Mary Dixon and Mrs. 
Ellajane Sutley, Arkadelphia; Weldon 
Vogt and Maurice Hurley, Ouachita 
University; and Mr. and Mrs. Bill 
Halbert, Nashville, Tenn. 

For more information, write or call Pat 
Ratton, P.O. Box 552, Little Rock 72203, 
376-4791. - Pat Ratton, preschool con­

. sultant 

1tCumpu!!Jn_ 

I am commrtted 
to the BSU Third 
Century Campaign 
because of the way 
God has used BSU 
in my life and what 
I see happening in 
the lives of others 
right now. 

As a prospective 
college freshman 

· visiting the cam- . 
pus of Southern Dickerson · 
Baptist College, I attended the BSU 
Noonday program and what I saw and 
heard in that BSU program convinced 
me to attend Southern Baptist College. 
When I finished Southern I felt that BSU, 
more than any other thing, had helped 
continue in my life what God had -be• 
gun through First Baptist Church in Pig­
gott where I grew up. So, I chose to at­
tend Arkansas· State University because 
of the strong reputation of . the BSU 
there. My mother often told people I 
was majoring in BSU and I wanted to go 
where I could get the best in my major. 
So, I picked my school because of BSU. 

Before college, it had always seemed 
to me that there were two groups 
among young people - the school 
leaders and the Christian group. It often 
seemed that .the Christians were doing 
that because that was all they could do. I 

· often felt caught between the two 
groups. 

In BSU I found campus leaders and 
athletes who were committed Christians 
and deeply involved in the BSU 
program. I finally could fully realize that 
being a Christian was a call to be the 
best and learned more and more to give 
myself to a life of discipleship. BSU 
taught me to live out my faith on a daily 
basis and not just a Sunday one. 

Now I am .a BSU Director because I 
feel God has called me to share with col­
lege students what I found in Christ and 
the Christian life. I believe in BSU 
because of the way God has used it i'n 
my life and in the lives of students I am 
working with now. I believe in the Third 
Centu.ry Campaign because it will help 
us expand to meet the in<:reasing needs. 
That is why I have made a personal 
pledge to the campaign and am in­
volved deeply in the work of it. Will you 
join me? - Arliss Dickerson, BSU Direc­
tor, Henderson State University 
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_Training leaders meet to train • • • 

Mark Stanson, director of youth work for the 
Union Association, Houston, Tex., helps youth 
leaders plan for an enlarged youth training 
program. This was one 0f the conferences at 
the annual meeting which was .held this year 
at Immanuel Church, Little Rock, Oct. 27. 

(Above, left) John Hendrix, Baptist Sun­
day 'School Board Consultant, visits with 
pastor James Bryant from Second 
Church, Russellville, during the Church 

· Training Fair. 

(Above) The Church Training Fair was a 
popular place for ·discovering a variety 
of training resources for all ages. (ABN 
photos) 

I , . 

Robert Holley, State Church Training Secretary, engages keynote speaker Per­
ry Sanders in a dialogue on the role of the Church Training Program at First 
Church, Lafayette, La., where Sanders is pastor. 

• • • at annual Church ·Training Convention 
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The church budget: 
is a subscription program for you1 

Most budget planning committees 
breathe a sigh of relief when the final 
vote is taken on the propose·d budget. 
Their work is over. They can rest for 
another year. 

The work is not finished if a church 
wants to challenge its members to in­
crease their giving. Every member needs 
the opportunity to give personal ·con­
sideration to his stewardship practices. 
This may best be accomplished through ' 

- some type of commitment service or use 
of a ·commitment card. 

There is no substitute for personal 
confrontation. A good perennial 
stewardship program, climaxed with a 
decision-making opportunity, develops 
faithful stewards. 

Commitment opportunities en-
. courage individua'ls and/or families to 

look at their giving records. Churches 
minister to their families when they 
teach Christian money management. 
Families who get their priorities straight 
are able to share their resources with 
their churches. 

The Stewardship Commission has 
developed. a nun;iber of stewardship 
programs designed to assist leaders in 

their tasks of teaching and leading God's 
people to commitment. The programs 
are adaptable to any church situation. 
The helps are: 

· Simplified Budgeting .for Ministries -
a one-week program without com­
plicated organization. It has a re­
sponsive reading commitment service, 
adoption of a budget and two 
stewardship sermons. It is good for a 
church that has never used any 
stewardship program. 

Stewardship Revival - a two-week 
program. The two major activities are 
preliminary visitation and a Friday night 
through Sunday morning revival. This 
program also includes stewardship 
teaching, devotionals, tracts and ·· 
testimonies. The stewardship revival 
may- include a fellowship supper and a 
prove the tithe day. Commitment cards 
are optional. 

Tithers Commitment Program - lasts 
three weeks. It is primarily a direct-mail 
program. A two-Sunday saturation in­
cludes stewardship teaching, assembly 
programs, testimonies, tracts and s4g­
gests three sermons. Members are asked 
for commitments. 

Cooperative Program budgeting 
(Third in a series of four) 

Accountability is a Christian respon­
sibility about which too little is some­
times said. I have never heard it called a 
Christian doctrine, but I personally 
think it qualifies . 

A child is accountable to his parents. 
An employee is accountable to his 
employer. A Christian is accountable to 
his Lord. 

Accountability is also an absolute 
necessity in the handling of finances and 
the administration of a budget. 
Southern Baptists have long recognized 
that responsibility and have taken steps 
to fulfill it, both on a national' level in 
the Southern Baptist Convention and 
also in our own state convention. 

All employees in the Baptist Building, 
whether or not they directly handle 
funds, are bonded. Those of us who 
have direct r~sponsibilities for the hand­
ling of checks and securities have ad-
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ditiollal safeguards on our actions for 
the protection of the constituency. 

The financial records of the conven­
tion are audited an_nually by a firm of 
certified public accountants. Their 
report, in detail, is available for ex­
arrii nation by any responsible person, 
and a summarized form of the report is 
printed in the convention's a·nnual book 
of reports. 

A similar · procedure is followed by 
each .of the four agencies of the 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention. Not 
only are the records supervised by each • 
agency's own board of trustees, but the 
audits are also available to constituents 
and in summary form are printed and 
distributed . 

From a practical standpoint, many 
people find that an audit report is too 
complicated for them to understand. 
However, this need not deter ahy in-

The Alternate Forward Program. This 
program takes less time than the pop­
ular Forward Program: lt lasts six weeks 
but does not have follow-up visitation 
or newsletters. Two letters are mailed to 
members. The program calls for three 
weeks' saturation of stewardship 
teaching, testimonies, sermons and 
literature. · 

The Forward Program. This program 
has been called the best in existence. It 
is a long and comprehensive program 
designed to touch and motivate every 
church member. It produces-results for 
any church that can use it. . 

Any of these programs call for plan­
ning and work. When approached with 
the right spirit, the'y can help church fel­
lowship. They help create a healthy 
stewardship atmosphere in the local 
church. · 

Is a budget subscription program for 
you? Every church needs some kind of 
stewardship emphasis. The easiest and 
quickest program is probably the least 
productive. Any program should be 
based on solid biblical stewardship prin­
ciples. - James A. Walker, Secretary of 
Stewardship 

dividual from seeking an answer to any 
question which he has. Those of us who 
work with these reports or who are 
responsible for the handling of fur)ds 
are always happy and 'eager to answer 
any question or to offer any word of 
clarification requested. . 

It is characteristic of human nature 
.that many of us are critical of that which 
we do not understand. However, simple 
ethics would require that valid criticism 
be based on full information from the 
proper source and not personal opinion 
or guesswork. 

At every poirit in Baptist life, persons 
who handle funds or administer budgets 
are fully accountable to the people. 
Those of us involved at this point are not 
afraid of "full disclosure", which has 
recently been a subject of discussion 
among Southern Baptists. We are ac­
countable to you. Put us to the test and 
give us a chance to prove it. - Roy F. 
Lewis, Associate Executive Secretary 
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Mountain echoes of church growth 

O_,jectives in church growth 

Most churches 
have objectives im- · 
plied in church 
covenants, in con­
stitutions and by­
laws or in record­
ed church actions; · 
however, it is er­
roneous to believe 
that all church · 
leaders or a major 
portion of its mem­

Dr. Threetbers know 'what 
their church is trying to accomplish. All 
too frequently, churches are like the 
proverbial rider who got on his horse 
and rode off in all directions. Objec­
tives should grow out of a thorough un­
derstanding of God's word about the 
nature and functions of a church and 
facts about the needs of the church and 
the community it serves. Once the ob­
jectives are established, all the activities 
of the church can be directed toward 
their accomplishment instead of like an 
arrow shot out into space coming to rest 
we know not where. 

It is very important that all the church 

Arkansas association 
aids Oklahoma church 

BENTON COUNTY - Faith Church of 
the dual community of Toneece­
Sandusky, Okla., has been admitted in 
watchcare membership to the Benton 
County Southern Baptist Association, 
according to Associational Missionary 
Bedford Jackson of Rogers. 

The credentials committee of the 
Benton County Association voted in its 
September meeting to recommend 
watchcare membership for the ye;u-old 
church. 

According to Rev. Myrl . DeMoss of 
Gravette, pastor of the church, the 
church star.ted out about a year and a 
half ago meeting in the Center Point 

· Schoolhouse. At that time the church 
members voted to call Bro. DeMoss, 
who had earlier served as their pastor in 
a Missionary Baptist Church at Colcord, 
Okla. 

Bro. DeMoss accepted the call to 
pastor the group and the church began 
a search for a permanent site for a 
church building. 

Sandusky-Toneece is located about 
four miles from the Arkansas-Oklahoma 
state Jine west of Gentry. The two-story 
church building is located on two acr.es 
on Oklahoma Highway 116 in Sandusky­
Toneece. 

. Page 20 

by Kenneth Threet 
(Eighth in a series) 

members know what the church objec­
tives are. The objective may be one 
comprehensive statement or several 
specific statements. They should be 
written so that all members may become 
acquainted with them. 

The Church Administration Depart­
ment has developed a test for church 
objectives: 

1. Is the wording of each objective 
clear? Will church members under­
stand the full meaning of each objec­
tive? 

2. Do the objectives reflect the 
church's purpose? 

3. W111 the objectives give the church 

direction for the future? 
4. Can goals be written that will move 

the church toward the objectives? 
5. Are the objectives comprehensive 

of what we feel God wants our church 
to be and do? 

6. Do the objectives tell whom our 
church will seek to serve? 

7. Are the objectives stated as ultimate 
ends? Are they written for an indefinite 
period of time? 

A church would do well to look at 
their objectives in the light of these 
questions, whether they be written or 
oral. 

COMPLETE DOMESTIC AND INTERNATIONAL SERVICE 
• Airline Tickets • Steamship • Auto Rentals 
• European Rail Passes • ·Hotel Reservations 
CRUISES • CHARTER$ GROUP TRAVEL 

Package Tours • Commercial Accts . 
The'r• Is No Charg• For Our Service 

R.S. "BOB" PETERS JR. 
Travel Agency 

Branch of Dan Dipert Tours 
2813 Kavanaugt, • Phone (501)668-0242 • Little Rock 

Crash Course on Exodus 
Offered by the Little Rock Center 

'8oyce Bible School 

Dec. 12, 13, 14, 1977 

Teacher: Dr. Wayne Ward 
Southern Seminary, Loulsvllle, Ky. 

Schedule 
Die. '12 - 11 1.11.-12 p.11.: 2:00-4:30 p.11.: 8:30-8:30 p.■. 
Ole. 13 -- 10 •.•.-12 p.111.: 2:00-4:30 p.111.: 8:30-8:30 p.■ . 
DIC. 14 - 8 l.■.-12 p.■ . 

Dr. Ward 

Tuition: $15 to audit the course or to receive one semester hour of Boyce 
Bible School credit. , , 

Mileage for car pools. Some sleeping accommodations are available. 

Write: Dr. W. T. Holland, Director, Boyce Blble School 
60 Warwick Road, Llttle Rock, Ark. 72205 for pre-anrollmant forms 
and otber lnfonnatlon 
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by Orvell Bryant 
North Crossett First ChurchInternational Lesson 

Christians and their government 
Luke 20:.19-26; Acts 5:27-32 
Romans 13:1-10 

With the mem­
ories of Watergate 
still lingering, the 
recent Washing­
ton sex scandals 
and more recently 
the so-called "Ko­
rea-gate" episode, 
Christians are faced 
with a very diffi­
cult question. What . 

.is the relationship t
8of a Christian, a ryan 

member of the Kingdom of God, to the 
civil government? Arguments have 
raged throughout. the ages about this 
very thing. Traditionally, Baptists have 
strongly defended the principle of sep­
aration of church and state, yet there is 
the question of relationship between 
the two that needs to be dealt with. 
Jesus made some comments about this 
matter that will help at this point. 

Render to Caesar , 
{Luke 20:19-26) 

The opponents of Jesus were trying 
very hard to push him into a corner and 
find something that could be used 

· against him. In this passage, the Jews 
wanted very badly to physically take 
him, but the influence of the people · 
prevented them from doing so. In order 
for them to be able to put a stop to 
Jesus, there had to be some solid 
evidence · that could be used against 
him. Evidently.1 some bright Jewish 
leader thought that he had .hit upon a 
perfect plan. Rather than approach 
Jesus outright, some of their own peo­
ple were planted in the crowd to pre­
tend to ask an honest question about 
the Jews' obligation to pay taxes to 
Caesar. On the surface, it would seem 
their plan would have ·to work. The 
question ·was put to Jesus in such a way 
that he would have to answer with a 
"yes" or "no". Now, if Jesus answered 
yes, this would bring the disfavor of the 
crowd upon . him, because the Roman 
domination of their land was a hated 
thing with the people. If Jesus answered 
no, then he could be accused before the 
Roman authorities as a rebel who re­
jected the Roman rule. The Jews, with 
their sure-fire plan, failed to recognize 
one thing, that is, they were dealing 
with Jesus, the Son of God, not just an 
ordinary man. Jesus was never pushed 
into any corner by any man. 

Jesus asked for a coin, which probably 
caused a slight delay while one was 
brought to him. This delay just added 
suspense and a great deal of e.mphasis to 

what he was going to say. He did not 
answer in the expected way. Rather he 
asked them .a question, "Whose image 
and superscription hath it?" The answer 
was "Caesar's". The · point Jesus was 

· making was that the very fact that they 
possessed and used the coinage of 
Caesar indicated that they accepted his 
rule and authority over them. It was the 
view in those days that the coins 
belonged to the Emperor and his ·rule 
extended to those places that his coins 
were used. Jesus merely said, "Since you 
obviously already accept Caesar's rule, 
you ought to continue in that and pay 
your taxes that are required of you." 

Then Jesus moved to a much higher 
level of authority-. The greatest authority 
is God and man's first loyalty and com­
mitment must be to him. This was a prin­
ciple that Jesus not only taught, but 
demonstrated by his own life. Man's first 
obligation is to search out the will of 
God in all matters of life and do it. Civil 
government is to be obeyed and sup­
ported in so far as it does not conflict 
with God : Civil government mu.st never 
replace the worship of God. "Render 
unto Caesar" that which is required, but 
give unto God the totality of life. 

The plan of Jesus' accusers did not 
work. His answer was too much for 
them, and, for the moment, they had 
been silenced. 

Obey God 
(Acts 5:27-32) 

Exciting things were happening in 
Jerusalem as the apostles were teaching 
and preaching in the power of the Holy • 
Spirit. Acts 5:12 tells of "many signs and 
wonders wrought among the people." 
This spiritual excitement was not being 
shared by all people in Jerusalem, 
however. The Jewish officials were very 
disturbed at the .undeniable miracles 
that were being performed in the name 
of Jesus Ch,rist. The apostles were ar­
rested and jailed (5:17-18) beq1use of 
their activity, but the Lord • intervened 
and. the jail doors were opened by an 
angel and the apostles were released. 
Upon thei,r release, the angel of the 
Lord instructed them to "Go, stand and 
speak in the temple to the people all the 
words of this life" (v. 20). Therefore, the . 
apostles were acting on the order of 
God to preach and teach. Every born 
again believer has that same mandate to 

·The Outlines of the International Bible Lesson for 
Christian Teaching, Uniform Series, are copyrighted 
by the International Council of Religious Education. 
Used.by permission. · 
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share the glorious message of salvation 
with his part of the world . We need to 
see that witnessing is being obedient to 
God's will. 

The Jewish council again took the 
·apostles into custody and told them to 
stop what they were doing. The Jews 
were also upset that the apostles had 
been accusing them of being responsi­
ble for the death of Jesus. They said, 
"You intend to bring this man's blood 
upon us" (v. 28). It is interesting that 
they referred to Jesus as "this man" as if 
they were afraid to use his .name. The 
council wanted the apostles to stop this 
preaching and teaching in the name of 
Jesus, and stop now. 

Peter, the spokesman for the apostles, 
quickly answered t he council. "We 
ought to ·obey God rather · than men." 
What the apostles were doing was what 
God had instructed them to do. When 
God's orders and man's orders conflict, 
God must always be obeyed. The Chris­
tian will find himself in situations in this 
life when his Christian principles con­
flict with society's principles. The pres­
sure of his peers may encourage him to 
bend a little and go along with the 
crowd. It is at this point that the Chris­
tian faith and commitment to the Lord is 
put to the test. He must say, "We ought 
to obey God rather than men." 

Good citizenship 
(Rom. 13:1-10) 

This is probably one of the most im­
portant passages that deals with the 
relationship of the Christian to the state. 
Paul actually builds upon the principle 
taught by Jesus (Luke 20: 19-26). It is the 
responsibility of the Christian before 
God to submit to the authority of the es­
t;iblished government. The ,basis for 
such a position is that government is es­
tablished and ·organized by God. In a 
very real way, civil goyernment is a gift 
of God to his people in that it protects 
society from chaos and provides an 
atmosphere of peace in which Chris­
tians can do their work. Granted, there 
are many governments that · seem to 
violate God's principle · and persecute 
those who seek to worship him. It is not 
that the principle of government is 
wrong, it is because those in charge of 
that government are sinful and. 
rebellious to' God's will for that govern­
ment. 

Be a good citizen, motivated by ·a 
higher commitment than loyalty to. a 

. state. Be a good citizen because of the 
presenc~ of Christ's love in your heart. 
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by Chaplain Paul W. DoddLife and Work Lesson Ft. Campbell, Ky. 

Following Jesus - on his terms or ours 

John 6:14-69 

Have you ever 
observed anyone 
who was truly dis­
illusioned? Some­
one wbo, against 
his will, had to face 
up to the facts as 
they really were? · 
Someone who real­
'fy had to face the 
music? Imagine · 
with me •the dis­ Dodd .
illusionment of the 
starry-eyed athlete who is told that the 
coach is, after all, more important than 
the cheerleaders! ·Picture the frustra­
tion of the husband who ·remembers his 
'wedding anniversary was yesterday I De­
light in the little child who makes the 
marvelous discovery that chocolate milk 
doesn't really come from chocolate 
cows! Then, of course, there is the pure 
anguish of the Baptist preacher who, 
disparingly, accepts the fact that he can't 
win friends and influence people and 
preach far past 12:00 on Sundays! My 
:sister takes cruel pleasure in reminding 
;me that she has never heard a bad, short 
,sermon. That's real disillusionment! 

. ' Yet, the greatest disillusionment is of a 
,spiritual nature. The greatest mistake 
lone can make in· the course of life is to 
'be wrong about Jesus Christ. Tragically, . 
many mistakenly feel they can follow 
'Jesus on their own terms, and they are 
bound to be sadly disillusioned; John 
,6:66 records the shortcoming of those. 
:Who set out to follow Jesus on their own 
terms. They were fair-weather, half­
hearted, uncommitted disciples. When 
the going got rough, they got out. To­
day's lesson stresses the importance of 
total discipleship, of accepting Jesus in 
~II of his demands, realities, and 
authority. It drives home the in­
escapable truth ·that true fellowship · 
means following regardless of the costs 
and inconveniences. 

This week's lesson cautions those who 
terid to follow Christ on their own 
terms, and who plan ... 

To come to Christ In their 
own good time 
(John 6:44 & 65) 

Many lost people will confide that 
they plan someday to come to Jesus, 
whenever they get ready, or whenever 
they "feel" right. Scripture teaches that 
we must come in God's ti!Tie, rather 
than in our own good time. In both 

verses 44 and 65, Jesus emphasized that 
no one can come to him "except the 
father ... draws him." Unless God takes 
the initiative, and man freely responds, 
no one could ever be saved. The time to 
come to Jesus is when his "still small 
voice" is made clear, and when we ex­
perience him "drawing" us. 

Sir Isaac Newton discovered the law 
of gravity in 1687. In his research, he dis­
covered that the gravitational pull of the 

· earth literally draws the moon in close 
to it, and holds it in the right orbital 
relationship. Astronomers observe that 
at the point where the moon is nearest 
the earth, its distance from the earth's 
center is 222,000 miles: When it reaches 
the opposite point, the moon is about 
253,000 miles from the earth's center. 
Within these established limitations, the 
moon always moves ·in its orbit through 
the solar system in dire<;:t relation to the 
earth, for the earth literally "draws" the 
moon to it. Without the earth, the moon 
would lose all sense of direction. 

In much the same sense, God draws 
men to Jesus. If men come to Jesus 
Christ, they must simply give in and sur­
render to God's drawing power. How 
eternally important it is that men sur­
render at the very moment they first ex­
perience the "drawing" power of God. 

Beyond that, scripture cautions those 
who tend to follow Christ on their own 
terms, and who feel they can ... 

Be Christian without 
being Christlike 

(John 6:56) 
Sadly, there are multitudes of mis­

guided individuals who are straining to 
be religious, yet they've never .been 
regenerated. In John 6:56, Jesus talked 
about eating his flesh, and drinking his 
bl'ood. Baptists believe that Jesus was 
speaking figuratively, and that he was 
talking about the believer's intimate, 
spiritual communion with him. He .was 
inviting complete acceptance of, total 
surrender to, and perfect union with 
him. He was describing a union so com­
plete that his spirit would literally 
become a part of you, and you a part of 
him. His thoughts become your 

This lesson treatment Is based on the life and Work 
Currkulum 1o; Southern Baptist Churches, copyright 
by The Sunday School Board of the Southern Baptist 
·convention. AU rlghb reserved. Used by permission. 
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thoughts, his will becomes your will, his 
desires become your desires, and his life 
becomes your life. The intent is for the 
Christian to become thoroughly 
Christlike, to become saturated and 
blended in the spirit of Jesus Christ. · 

Someone has illustrated it thusly. I 
may have a glass of tea in •one hand, and 
a glass of water in the other. Now, the 
tea is not the water, and the water is not 
the tea. However, if I pour some of the 
tea into the glass of water, I then have 
two glasses of tea, and I no longer would 
have a glass of water. So it is when Jesus 
is "poured" into a new Christian. The 
child of God partakes of the spirit of 
Jesus, and in doing · so, he becomes 
Christlike. Christ has come alive in him. 

finally, this chapter cautions those 
who seek to follow ·Christ on their own 
terms, and who would carelessly ... 

Coast through. the Christian life 
(John 6:60 & 66) 

In the youth folk musical, "Tell It Like 
It Is", the kids sing "I'm looking at the 
world through rosy tinted glasses." 
Thousands of professing Christians in 
our churches are looking at Jesus 
through rosy tinted glasses, for they ap­
parently are content to coast through 
the Christian life without real discipline 
and personal obedience. The tragedy of 
John 6:66 can best be understood in the 
light of John 6:60. Many found the de­
mands and challenges of Jesus to be 
hard, unpleasant, and difficult. They dis­
covered, to their dismay, that the Chris­
tian life wasn't a bed of roses. They came 
face to face with the realities, demands, 
and challenges of total discipleship. 

It has rightly been said thqt_ the test of 
an army is how well they fight when 
they're tired. Perhaps, the acid test of 
genuine discipleship is how well we 
keep the faith when the going gets 
rough and hard. The real test of fel­
lowship may be how serviceable we re­
main when it becomes inconvenient 
and costly. 

"T:he scripture is clear. Men must come 
to Jesus in his time and on his condi­
tions, whatever . the cost and in­
convenience. Our Lord never accepted 
people on their terms, but only on his 
father's terms. But, thank God, the 
promise of John 6:37 is still valid, and we 
can boldly claim it today: "All that the . 
father giveth me shall come to me; and 
him that cometh to me I will in no wise 
cast out. 
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-----Attendance re~ort Pew cushions 
NOY,6, 1977 

Sunday Church Church 
Church 
Alexander, First 

School 
116 

Jr1lnlng 
55 

addns. 
2 

Ash Flat, first 82 43 
Batesville, First 243 128 
Bentonville, Central Ave. 73 37 
Berryville · 

First 170 80 
Freeman Heights 166 55 
Rock Springs 57 41 

Boonevllle 
first 303 

Mission 2S 
South Side 105 72 

Bryant, First Southern 197 106 
Cabot 

First 470 12.2 
Mt.Carmel 341 180 
Zion Hill 145 56 

Camden 
Cu ll endale First 580 132 
Elliott 405 141 

Charleston, first 178 49 
Conway 

Oak Bowery 144 73 
Pickles Gap 200 97 
Second 429 152 

Crossett 
First 562 177 

Mission 40 38 
Mount Olive 336 147 

Dell 68 46 
DesArc,Flrst . 194 70 
Dumas,First 323 150 
El Dorado, Caledonia 44 25 
Ft.Smith 

First 1452 11 
Grand Avenue 1045 215 7 

Mission 18 
Trinity 148 42 

Fouke, First 118 52 
Gentry, First 163 65 
Grandview 70 .56 
Greenwood, First 365 189 
Hampton, First 153 86 
Hardy,First 135 69 
Harrison, Woodland Heights 131 77 
Hope,First 361 95 
Hot Springs 

Harvey's Chapel 125 85 
Park Place 274 83 

Hughes, First 160 66 
Jacksonville 

First 450 92 
Marlhall Road 228 77 
Second 171 62 

Jonesboro 
Friendly Hope 128 106 
Nettleton 308 135 

Kingston, First 55 34 
Lavaca, first 461 157 
Little Rock 

Crysta l Hill 160 52 
Lifeline 452 11S 
Martindale 117 64 

Magnolia, Central 654 203 
Melbourne, Belview 185 82 
Monticello, Second 323 125 
Mulberry, First 287 163 
Murfreesboro 

First 185 47 
Mt.Moriah 64 

North Little Rock 
Calvary 322 139 
Harmony 84 47 
levy 482 120 J 
Park Hill 1016 2 

Paragould 
Calvary 278 203 
East Side 329 190 
First 467 103 

Paris, First 384 69 
Pine Bluff 

Centennial 157 78 
Central 126 65 
East Side 154 41 
first 651 91 
·lee Memorial 249 82 
South Side 595 212 
Watson Chapel 411 155 

Rogers 
First 603 185 
Immanuel 473. 109 

Russellville 
First 528 95 
Second 144 69 

Springdale ~ ' 
Caudle Avenue 157 72 
Elmdale 293 111 
First 148-0 18 

Quality, comfort and beauty. 
PLAN NOWIII for .. ,We believe we can 
Church Conatructlonsave your church money. CHRISTIAN BUILDERS INC. 
P.O. Box 571, Brentwood. Tn. 37027 •

For free estimate contact: 
Write forCONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENTEugene Hughes. Ph. 777-6474 FREEFINANCIAL CONSULTATION

111 E. Second Streat SPECIALIZED ARCHITECTURAL Brochure 
PLANNING Phone (615) 373-3084Hope, Ark. 71801 

Opportunity 

Are you interested? 

Do you qualify? 

Would .you be interested in being a part of a non-profit 
organization which affords its members the opportunity to retire 
in splendor if there is a. need when you are 65 years old ...,. a 
luxurious resort-like setting where you would have your own 
beautifully furnished living quarters, complete with color TV 
and daily maid service - where you cou ld enjoy golfing, 
boating and many wonderful activities that you and I did not • 
have time to enjoy during our earlier years. Yes, this and many · 
other fantastic benefits accrue to those of us who are 
members. 

This is a worldwide organization over 600 years old, with .. 
resources in excess of 600 million dollars. 

I If there Is an lnte_rest on your part, please fill out the Information I 
asked for and return to: George Fortlnberry I P.O. Box 2S80 ·1 

I Little Rock, Ark. 72203 ~ .,
I lI INAME 

I IADDRESS

I II PHONE NO._____________ I 
Texarkana, Hickory Street · 169 
Van Buren, first 593 161 

M-~ ll 
Vandervoort 93 S2 
Wabash, Immanuel 68 22 
West Helena, Second 279 146 I Age Group: 18-25 ( ) 25-35 ( ) 35-55 ( ) over 55 ( ) ·JI 
Winthrop, First 110 65 
Wooster, First 123 90 
Yellville, First 157 72 L----------- ------------ ----
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In-service guidance 
program begun at OBU 

ARKADELPHIA - The pilot project of 
the new In-Service Guidance Program at 
Ouachita Baptist University is now un­
der way at First Church, Smackover, ac­
cording to Vester Wolber, chairman of 
the department of religion at OBU. 

The program, which implements the 
concept of supervised "on-the-field" 
work experience for college students, is 
being used for ministerial students in 
the religion department at OBU, 
Wolber said. 

Jim Reagan, a sophomore religion 
major from Davie, Fla., has been 
selected to work part-time under Ray 
Wells, pastor of Smackover's First 
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Church, for one semester. During this 
time, Reagan will be counseled, super­
vised and evaluated by Wells. 

The program will place as many stu­
dents as possible in churches and 
denominational agencies as part-time 
employees for .the period of one 
'semester. Their work, which will mainly 
be on the weekends, will be evaluated 
as to development and general effec­
tiveness and reported to Wolber, who is 
directing the program at OBU. 

The In-Service Guidance Program dif­
fers from a similar program used by the 
sociology department at OBU, called 
Co-op. 

"In Co-op the student leaves school 
to work full-time and receives academic 
credit for his work which ,the -Ip-Service 
students do not," Dr. Wolber said. 
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Looking ahead: Arkansas events 
November 1977 · 

20 Child Care Day 
21-22 Weekday Early Education Workshop, Pulaski Heights, • 

Little Rock (Sunday School and Missions) 

· December 1977 

1 Evangelism Workshop, Camp Paron 
4-11 Week of Prayer for Foreign Missions and 

· Lottie Moon Christmas Offering 
21 Carol sings 
25 Student Day at Christmas 
29-30 Youth Evangelism Conference, Park Hill 

Church, North Little Rock 

Promotion 
by T. B. Maston 

· "Promotion" is a word that should not be in our Baptist vocabulary. Its relative­
ly frequent use reveals the impact of the business community on our churches and 
on our denomination. The results are frequently unfortunate for churches, 
denominational agencies and institutions and for individuals. 

Pulpit committ~es seem to believe that they must find someone from a smaller 
church with a smaller salary. Their church must represent an advancement or 
promotion. This attitude is so prevalent that if a pastor moves to a smaller church, 
the question that many ask is, "Why?" They seem to believe that there must be 
something wrong with him or with the church he is leaving. 

The results of the idea of "promotion" may be unfortunate for our denomina­
tion and its agencies and institutions. It is a contributing factor to denominational 
politics which is entire ly too prevalent among us. Some men selfishly strive to move 
up the denominational ·ladder. ,· 

There is also a danger that one who has done a good job where he is may be 
"promoted" to aposition for which he is not well suited. For example, one who may 
be an excellent teacher in one of our colleges o~ seminaries may be elected to an 
administrative position where his contribution will be inferior to his work in the 
classroom. Also, boards and agencies may tend _too exclusively to "promote" within 
their organization and thus fail to bring in "new blood". Those brought in from out­
side the agency would frequently add-creativity and vitality to the work of the board 
or agency. 

Any time a denominational agency or institution makes a mistake in 
"promoting" someone, the result is also unfortunate for the individual involved. 
What a mistake :it is for one to feel under pressure to accept the offer of a position 
simply because it is considered a "promotion". Would it not be better if all of us 
would agree that the highest position for any child of God is for him to be in the 
place where God can use to the fullest his distinctive personality and talents for the 
promotion of the ca·use of Christ and for the good of man? Some good and effective 
servants of the Lord have been ruined by a "promotion". 

What can we do about the problem? We should seek to restructure our think­
ing. Let us assert more than we have our independence of the culture, including the 
business world. Another thing that would help, at least to some degree, would be 

· for denoniin;itional agencies and institutions to reduce, and in some cases drastfcal­
ly, salary differentials between so-called levels of responsibility. For example, why 
should one in an administrative position receive a much larger salary than one who 
works under him? The latter may be contributing just as much as or more than his 
supervisor to the work of the agency and the cause in general. . . 

T. B. Maston, retired, served as professor of Christian ethics, Southwestern 
·. Seminary, Ft. Worth, Tex. · 
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