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personally speaking 

In olde Kentucky 
Cedarmore Baptist Assembly, Bagdad. Ky., Aug. 25.

Thanks to the kindness of Editor C. R. Daley of Ken
tucky's Western Recorder and the rest of the program 
committee of the Second Annual Baptist Communica
tions Conference, I have been here this week as a guest 
speaker- and bluegill fisherman! 

As a former Kentucky Baptist denominational "ser
pent," I was amazed to find how much progress the Bap
tists of Kentuc~y have made ~ince I left the state. Space 
fails me here, but I must have a word or two about 
the marvelous new .Boone Lodge, the spacious, beautiful 
and all-air-conditioned centerpiece for this 1,000-acre 
wonderland called Cedarmore Baptist Assembly. 

Named for the beloved former state secretary of Ken
tucky Baptists, Dr. \.Y. C. Boone, now retired and pas
toring a church in Jackson, Tenn., the lodge 
has been in use just a year. Many of the Baptists of 
Kentucky have not discovered it yet, as far as personal 
visitation is concerned, but· Manager Marvin Birdwell 
tells me that he has reservations booked for one group 

· or another, now, for every week-end for more than a 
year ahead. 

My personal experience with Baptist camps is not ex
tensive enough for me to rate the Kentucky assembly 
for the whole Southern Baptist Convention, but I under
stand that some of our brethren from Nashville, who 
do get around to every camp, say Cedarmore stands right 
at the top for the whole country. 

Boone Lodge has 48 rooms and can accommodate 100 
or more lodgers at a time. This, with other facilities on 
the grounds, makes it possible for the camp to entertain 
up to 350 persons at a time. And a most important part of 
the Boone Lodge · facilities is a dining room that can 
serve about 200 diners at a time. 

Not the least of the Cedarmore attractions is four
mile-long ·Dragon Lake, which, 1 can testify, is well 
stocked with bluegills, bass, catfish, etc. 

Although Arkansas does not yet have anything to com
pare with Cedarmore, we can well be proud of and 
grateful-for the marvelous facilities we do have, at Camp 
Paron and at Siloam Springs Assembly. It takes time
and some money!-to develop camps and assemblies, and 
we are well on the way here in our state to having what 
is needed in the way of buildings and grounds. 
There are even long-range plans for a beautiful, air
conditioned lodge at Paron. I understand that about the 
only thing keeping us from having this within the next 
few months is half a million dollars. If five contributors 
will step forward with gifts of $100,000 apiece, we can 
let the contract real soon! It will take a little time other
wise. 

.Page Two 

IN THIS ISSUE: 
lN our issue · of Aug. 8, Dr. Don Harbuck, El Do

rado, authored an article on the church's two ordinances 
baptism and the Lord's Supper, which has raised somcia 
debate. Several letters to the editor have been printed i~ 
the Newsmagazine and others appear in this issue. The 
Editor gives his views on baptism in an editorial on 
page 18. 

• • • 
IT was a meeting that was spirited and vocal which 

was held at Little Rock's Second Baptist Church, Aug. 
30. The subject was the acceptance, or refusal, of federal 
aid to education by Baptist institutions of higher learn
ing. Our "notebook" report of the meeting is on page 3. 

• • • 
DO Baptists have too many meetings? If we do, which 

one~ should be dropped? Should it be Training Union? 
Should it be women's meetings? A former Catholic for 
26 years, now a Baptist, is "Almost Persuaded," pages 
8 a_nd 9. You may not agree with what she has to say, 
you may disagree violently, but you'll be interested in 
her candid viewpoint. 

• 
BACK to the subject of baptism once more. you'll 

find a splendid article _by former SBC President Herschel 
H. Hobbs on page 7. Dr. Hobbs, using a text from Rom
ans, discusses whether the ordinance is a sacrament or a 
symbol. 

• • 
ONE of your favorite Sunday School lesson writers 

returns to our pages this month. Dr. Ralph Phelps, pres
ident of Ouachita University, will write. the lessons- for 
the remainder of the year. The lesson is on page 23. 

• • • 
HAVE you ever given excuses, not reasons, for miss

ing a service at your church? vVe invite you to read "1 
am Worried about Communism," the provocative letter 
feature on page 6. 

COVER story, page 6. 
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.[EDITOR'S NOTEBOOK! 

Federal aid 
THE called meeting here Aug. 30 to discuss the pro

visions of the Educational Facilities Act of 1963 as they 
relate to private colleges in general, and to Ouachita 
University in particular, attracted several hundred Bap
tist pastors and other church leaders from over the state. 

Dr. Ralph A. Phelps Jr., Ouachita president, and Dr. 
R. Orin Cornett, vice president of Gallaudet College, 
Washington, D. C., pointed out that, in their judgment, 
the act has no restriction on religious liberty. Rather, it 
provides for cooperation between higher educational in
stitutions and the government in accomplishing purposes 
for the good of the nation and society, in their views. 

Dr. Cornett, a Southern Baptist layman who served 
for many years · as executive secretary of the Southern 
Baptist Education Commission, Nashville, Tenn., before 
going to Washington about eight years ago to become 
director of the Division of Higher Education of the' fed
eral Office of Education, accepted his position at Gal-
laudet College just recently. . 

Dr. Cornett reported that there are no controls from 
the government that· go along with grants under EFA 
beyond requiring that a college be accredited or have the 
equivalent of accreditation and that any building erected 
by colleges from federal funds be med for "!- period of 
20 years for the purposes for which the funds were pro
vided. 

It was his feeling that · an institution's board of 
trustees, charged with the operation of the institution, 
should be left free to determine what grants, · public or 
private, be accepted. The determinant should be, in his 
view, whether or not a potential grant would be in har
mony with the purposes of the institution. For a college 
or university to go out for all the grants available might 
disrupt the purpose or program of the institution, he 
said. For example, many grants ate available for research 
in certain specified fields or for science buildings and 
programs. The trustees are the best qualified persons to 
decide whether expansion in these fields would be con
sistent with the purpose and program of the institution. 

The m<) in differences of opinion expressed in the 
meeting seemed to come from different ideas as to 
terminology. Dr. Phelps and Dr. Cornett would make 
distinction between "religious liberty" and "separation 
of church and state." . Jhey feel that the First Amend
ment provides . for religious liberty but that it does not 
mention or provide for separation of church and state. 

A When someone asked if principles have changed since 
W'homas Jefferson called for- a "wall of separation" be

tween church and state, the reply was that Jefferson and 
"the founding fathers" were .primarliy concerned that 
there be no establishment of religion or governmental 
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restncuon on religious liberty. 

The p<>int was made tha.t there never has been com
plete separation of church and state. Dr. Phelps pointed 
out that Ouachita· has coeperated with the government 
for more than 60 years in maintaining a military depart
ment, through the Reserve Officers Training Corps, the 
government paying the salaries of the teachers for this 
division and meeting other necessary expenses. 

Dr. Cornett said that churches had long received 
what amounted to government subsidy through the use 
of second-class mail permits and freedom from taxes on 
church property, and that ministers receive special tax 
exemption in having their housing free of income tax. 

Expressions from the group revealed considerable op
position to the idea of Ouachita receiving federal grants. 
Many said this would be a breach of the long-standing 
Baptist policy against public tax monies being appropri
ated for the use of private or sectarian institutions. 

But there were some who said they had been against 
federal aid when they came to the meeting, but after the 
discussions had changed their minds and would vote for 
it when and if the matter comes to a vote in the State 
Co_!lvention. 

Some expressed the concern that if Baptist institu
tions took federal funds Baptist people might be inclined 
to give less for the churches and the Cooperative Pro
gram, 

One thing was made clear. Whether or not peoplt 
are taxed for higher education is no longer an issue. 
This has been settled by acts of Congress. The only 
question for Baptists is whether or not we receive the 
assistance to our schools and colleges that is available. 
Any money that the Baptists do not see fit to accept will 
go to others. There will be no remission of taxes. Prac
tically all of the colleges and universities in the state 
are participating, and Ouachita has already missed the 
first year of a five-year program set up under EF A. 

According to Dr. Phelps, Ouachita is left with three 
choices: 

1. Accept federal funds, endeavoring at the same 
time to maintain its integrity as a private, denominational 
institution. 

2. Refuse to accept federal funds and suffer a de
cline in educational standards, penalizing the students 
through the offering of second-class education. 

3. Close the school. He said that some had told him 
they would rather close Ouachita than accept federal 
funds. 

Asked if Baptist criticism of other faiths, particularly 
of Roman Catholics, would riot be compromised if Bap
tists accepted federal grants, Dr. Phelps said that Bap
tists already had been compromised somewhat . and that 
much of the criticism of Catholics had been "inconsistent 
and ineffective." 

It is not a question, he said, of Catholics being in 
one camp and non-Catholics being in the other. Ouachita 
has to compete with all of the schools in the state. He 
said that Harding College, Searcy, for example, is willing 

(Continued on page 18) 
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THE spelling and sentence .structure in this 
department are those of the writers. The only 
editing of letters to the editor is the writing of 
headlines and, occasionally, deletion of parts that 
are not regarded as essential. 

Change the name? 
HE·RE and there vokes are being 

raised and articles are being written 
in favor of changing the name of the 
Southern Baptist Convention. I write 
in behalf of leaving it just as it is 
and has been for 120 years. 

The two basic reasons for changing 
the name appear to be grounded in 
geography and prejudice. The reason
ing from geography is that we are 
no longer a " Southern" convention but 
a national one and should have a name 
that conveys such scope. This line of 
thought concludes that our convention 
does business using a misnomer. The 
reasoning from prejudice is that in some 
areas of our country the name "South
ern" affixed to our building and our 
literature and our publicity and our work 
create an obstacle often hard to over
come. Of course, the reason for this 
is that the people being approached in 
these areas have a stereotyped bad at
titude toward anything that is "South" 
or " Southern." (On the basis of this 
latter reasoning we probably should 
leave off the name "Baptist," too. It 
is a word that is not too popular in 
some quarters, I understand.) 

Consequently, the promoters for 
changing the name.· suggest that we 
ought to take one that covers the entire 

' geographical area of our work and that 
doesn't offend anybody. These are 

. pretty good reasons for changing our 

. name, IF we really need tq change it, 

. but I personally prefer to leave it as 
is. 

Really, now, if the argument from 
geography were valid, why hasn't the 
New York Life Insurance Company 
changed its name? Their organization 
is e:ven more national in scope than 
ours, and yet their name is much more 
limited geographically than ours. I 
heard that they laughed a stockholder 

. out of the meeting when he suggested 
t'hat ' they should change their name to 
som~thing more national in scope. . 

And, this argument from prejudice 
is hardly worth considering. This is an 
old, old tool the devil has been using 
always to sarbotage the work of God. 
Whenever God's people go to tell the 
Good News and attempt to make a 
beachhead for the Kingdom of our Lord 
the devil will create prejudice arg~ainst 
whatever name they carry. He always 
has and always will. 

Page Four 

The work- of the kingdom is .not going 
to be easier whether we attempt to do 
it under the name of "Baptist Conven
tion, U.S.A.," or "United Baptists," or 
"Baptist Union of America," or "Union 
of Cooperating Baptists," or "Southern 
Baptist Convention," or some other like 
or unlike these. But, the Lord never 
promised his disciples that the work of 
the kingdom would be easy, nor did He 
suggest taking any short-cuts in an ef
fort to make it so. Rather, He said: 
"You are to be congratulated when peo
ple revile you and persecute you and 
say all kinds of evil things against you 
falsely on My account. Be glad and 
supremely joyful, for your reward · in 
heaven is great, for in this same way 
people persecuted the prophets who , 
were before you" (Matthew 5:11-12). 
And, it is a fact that we've worn a 
name for twenty centuries that appears 
to have been coined for God's people 
and assigned to them by a prejudiced 
group. That name is "Christian." (See 
Acts 11:26, and Acts 26:28.) History 
probably af~irms that it has helped 
rather than hurt the people of God to 
wear this name even though the un
enlightened were and are prejudiced 
against it. 

However, asid·e from all of this, I 
favor keeping our name because it's a 
good name, and good names are not 
easy to acquire. It's a good name. be
cause through twelve decades many of 
God's tallest men and purest women 
have waged the battle against evil un-

. der this banner and have secured for us 
a rich spiritual heritage as "Southern 
Baptists." I'm thankful for and proud 
of this glorious ·heritage. It's a good 

. name because millions who go by it 
today are God-fearing and devoted 

Christians who shape their lives accord
ing to the teachings of the word of 
God, and they make their impact for 
the kingdom as "Southern Baptists." 
Why lose the force of this impact by 
switching to an unknown and. unproved 
name? (I'd rather fight than switch!) 

Furthermore, there are hundreds of 
thousands of people outside the ranks 
of Southern Baptists for whom this 
name connotes a wholesome image. To 
them the name "Southern Baptist" 
means a Christian denomination that 
still accepts the Bible as the Word of 
God and still ~akes the proclamation 
of it central in all of its work. To them 
this name suggests a great multitude 
of people . who are evangelistic in spirit 
and dedicated to the New Testament 
concept of mission responsibility. 
"Southern Baptists" to them are ten 
million American Christians who have 

dared to be unafraid of and have not 
bowed the knee to the great straw god 
of Modern Ecumenicity. This name re
assures them that there is still a great 
segment of people in America waging 
the battle of separation of church an~ 
state when so many others are breakinJIP 
rank and retreating or surrendering al
together. These people believe in us, de
pend on us, and pray for us. They feel 
more comfortable and secure because of 
us. They are our friends. They know us 
as "Southern Baptists." Why go through 
the tedious process and expend all the 
time and energy necessary to transfer 
this image to a new name when the 
one we have already has such accept
ance and respectability? 

A good name is hard to earn. We've 
made one. Let's keep it!-John H Par
rott, Pastor, First Baptist Church, Ros
well, N. M. 

'Baptism, Lord's Supper' 
DR. Harbuck's article "On Baptism 

and the Lord's Supper," deserves the 
consideration of Christians who call 
themselves Southern Baptists. This is 
true be~ause it calls attention to a very 
serious lack of understanding about the 
actual practices regarding the adminis
tration of the ordinances in churches 
that co-operate with the Southern Bap
tist Convention. TheN simply is no sin
gle·, uniform pra:ctice among us. It is a 
fact that some of our churches practice 
closed communion, some practice open 
communion, and some practice in be
tween these two a middle-of-the-road 
attitude based up.on the notion that 
those of like faith and order are wel
come to the table. 

It is also a faet that some Baptists 
recognize as valid only a Baptism ad
ministered by a proper administrator 
(BaptiS't minister), a proper mode 
(immersion), a proper candidate (pro
fessed follower of Jesus), and a proper 
authority (a local Baptist church, p.re
fen·ably Southern Baptist, but some
times some other). On the other hand 
it is a fact that some Baptists recognize 
as valid Believer's Baptism. They be
lieve that "Christian baptism is the im
mersion of a believer in water in the 
name of the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit." They also believe that 
common honesty demands that when the 
New-Testament requirements for Chris
tian Baptism have been met there is 
no justifiable grounds for demanding 
any man-made conditions be met. 

All informed Baptists know that 
these varying practices .do now exist 
among us. The underlying question real
ly is whether we shall respect each 
other's views on the matter of the 
ordinances. There is a tendency in my 
area of the country for some to say 
that the church of which I am a me 
her cannot vary from the practice 
closed communion and closed member
ship. Of course, we have not yet al
lowed this unbaptistic practice of en
croac·hing upon the rights of the in-
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dividual church to alter our plans. We 
will practice what we believe the New 
Testament requires. On the other hand, 
other churehes may practice closed com
munion and restrict acceptance of mem-

rs to those coming from other South
ern Baptist Churches" <whatever that 
means). It just so happens that each 
church may determine its own policy 
as to the administration of the ordi
nances even though it may differ from 
what the neighboring churches are do
ing. The rule of faith will have to be 
the New Testament, not a creed or 
tradition ·or constitution. 

When we argue that the only proper 
administrator of the ordinances is an 
ordained Baptist minister we have added 
a man-made condition to the New-Test
ament requirements . The church in the 
New Testament is called by many 
names but the name local Baptist 
church is never included. There is no 
indication whatever in the New Testa
ment that any minister was ever or
dained to the Baptist ministry by a 
local Baptist church. So it cannot be 
argued from the New Testament that 
the only proper administrator of the 
ordinances is a Baptist minister or
dained by a local Baptist church. This 
is not a New-Testament <:ondition fo1 ·· 
Baptism. 

It oug-ht to be pointed out and under
stood well that a Baptist chun·h is a 
better Baptist thtirch only as it con
firms more to NewcTestament require
ments, not as it confirms more to ·tradi
tional practices. Baptists have not yet 
faced the question "What is the 
Church?", except in limited discussions 
and publications. Perhaps what really 
needs to be done is for Baptists to en
gage more widely in a serious study 
of the nature of the chUI·ch. 

I believe that the debate now being 
tarried on in the "Arkansas Baptist" 
will eventually g·et to the real issues 
as Dr. Harbuck has done in his bJ·illiant 
article.-Charles B. Thompson, First 
Baptist Church, Russellville, Arkansas 

'No remission' 
I DO not know who of your edi

torial staff wrote the recent editorial 
entitled, NO REMISSION .. I believe it 
was in the August 12th. issue. I find 
it rather amusing. Your concern about 
the :image from Alabama which is to 
be flashed around the world is certain
ly iri accordance with o,ur leading poli
ticians of today and I do not always 
agree with them either. Although you 
have never seen the integrationist 
group, the methodist official, or the 
baptist deacon mentioned, you can pass 
judgement on them. Just how is this 

A:>ossible? 
• I am a member of First Baptist 

Church here in my city. We have a 
visitation program for the purpose of 
encouraging people to attend our church 
and trying to reach the lost. I imagine 
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•-
DR. WILLIAM RICHARD TOLBERT, Jr. 

luunbly acknowledges with profound appreciation and immense grati
tutfe the in.spiring sentiments of congratulatio1J9 extended him by 

on the occasion of hia unanimous election as 

PRESIDENT OF THE BAPTIST WORLD ALLIANCE 

He recognizes the fact that he is now fortunately standing ou a 
solid foundation that lr.as been well laid by his eminent predecessors, 
and it is his an:Umt prayer that the Omnipote11t God who has titus 
summoned him to tltis task. <Fj tremendous responsibilities, preseuting 
immense challenges, will guide !tim ami bestow upon him all ne,;ded 
graces to enable him to continne building thereon, to His honour and 

glory, and for the extension of Hi.r Kingdom. 

Monro1ia, Liberia 
July 20; 1965 

your church has a similar progra~. 
Have you ever visited the colored sec
tion of your city and invited them to 
attend your churc!1? My church has 
never given me an assignment to th~ 
colored section of my city and I doubt 

. seriously that your church ha s given 
you one . 

So instead of critizing the aforemen
tioned Alabama deacon, perhaps we 
should commend him. If he is wrong 
then . so are you and I, and he isn't 
two faced, he goes all the way in what 
he believes.' I cannot seem to recall 
any instance where Christ side steped 
any of his duties just to create a good 
image for the world. 

In your editorial you stated that 
some who read it would be unhappy. 
I am not unhappy about it. I am glad 
we still have the privelege of express
ing our views. But I do think you are 
dead wrong in critizing Christians you 
have never met and whose particular 
problem you know nothing about. 

Glad we could get together.- Herman 
Hollis, 1409 Carlisle Lane, West Mem
phis 

Siloam invitations 
I HAVE just finished reading an 

article in last week's NE;WSMAGAZINE 
about Siloam Springs. The writer · of 
the article indicated that the length of 
the invitations were both ".disturbing" 
and "dangerous". I have worked during 
the third week of Siloam for the past 
three years, and have NEVER seen any
thing dangerous or disturbing about 
the invitations. Quite the contrary. I 

have felt at times that the invitations 
were not given often enough or long 
enough. 

I wonder if Peter on the day of Pen
tecost was .looking at his sun dial to 
determine the length of the invitation? 
As long as people are responding to 
the invitation, the length of time should 
be of little concern. Some of the most 
meaningful decisions my young people 
made at Siioam were made during the 
closing minutes of the Thursday night 
invitation this year. Our church has 
been blessed by those decisions, and 
those involved have lived different 
lives. 

Our camp director, Bro. Elliff, could 
not have asked a better speaker for 
the morning services, or the night serv
ices. I'm sure neither of them felt the 
invitation "disturbing" or "dangerous". 

Our group traveled over 300 miles 
one way to attend Siloam at a consider
able cost to 'them and the church. BUT, 
I'm sure when the time comes for the 
Encampment next year, we will have 
no trouble getting a bus load again. 
Our youth look forward to the camp 
each year. ln fact, I have alreacy com
mitted myself to work during Jthe third 
week next year, and two of my young 
peoplE ·are inquiring about working all 
three weeks. 

I thank God for SILOAM, and hope 
it will receive the support it justly de
serves, because many lives are changed 
for the better · from having attended 
the encampments.- Lendol Jackson, pas
tor, Second Church, West Helena, Ark. 

(Continued on page 6) 
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MISSIONARIES serving in 
Hong Kong give thanks for more 
than a thousand who wer-e bnp
tized last yea1· ; yet they cannot 
fo'rge.t that the population of 
Hong Kong and neighbor·ing Ma
cao incTeased du1·ing thcd same 
time by ove1· a hund1·ed thou
sand! Much mo1·e 'Y(I-USt be done 
in order- to speed up the pr-ocess 
of reaching these multitudes with 
the gospel. 

We know that God love.s the 
ppople who live in these cities of 
·refuge. They, like untold millions 
in othe1· parts of the 01·ient, ar-e · 
longing for- a ?'efuge, a resting 
place for the soul. Souther-n Bap
tists believe that Chr·ist is that 
refuge. Out of this belief should 
pour- a flood of ear-nest prayer-s, 
sacr·ificial gifts, and dedicated 
lives. With .such 1·esources, we can 
fulfill OUr' ?·espO'YI!Sibility Of mak
ing Chr-ist known as long as doors 
of opportunity are open. What 
does God want you to do abou't 
this?-Jame-s D. Belote 

Page Six 

(I am worried about Communism' 

''HELLO there, my friend. Glad to see you on this bright 
Monday morning. What's on your mind? You look a bit worried." 

"Well, who wouldn't be worried, with the papers full of the 
way Communism is spreading? I tell you, if we don't wake up and 
do sQmething it is going to take the world. There is no doubt 
about it, they want to destroy the Bible." 

"By the way, we missed you in Sunday School yesterday. In 
fact, I don't believe you have been with us for several Sundays." 

"No. I'll tell you. I enjoy Sunday School, and sure believe we 
need to study the Bible, but Sunday is the only day I have, and 
you know a fellow has to have some time off. I just took it easy 
yesterday morning, and after dinner we rode over to the beach. 
Took the whole family. I believe the kids need Sunday School and 
Church, but it doesn't do any good to make them go. But about 
this Communism it really scares me. Why in some countries, they 
have closed up the Churches . . . won't let the people worship." 

"Speaking of Church attendance, we had an unusually small 
crowd last night. There is some talk about us joining most of the 
other churches, and not trying to have Sunday night services dur
ing the summer ." 

"Boy, I hope the prea·cher never agrees to that, what with 
all this threat of Communism. If there ever was a time when we 
need the Church and Christianity, it is now. Of course, I don't 
go to church on Sunday night myself. You take last night. We 
were back home in time all right, but everybQdy was tired, and 
we all stayed at home and watched Ed Sullivan." 

"Well, I'll see you at Prayer Meeting Wednesday. Our crowd 
is small these days." 

"No, I have something to do every night. But I'll tell you, we 
had better do something about this Communism. You know, they 
don't believe in prayer. So long." 

-Dr. James Carroll 
Pastor of the First Baptist Church 
Bamberg, South Carolina, 
as quoted in The Baptist Beacon, 
Odessa, Tex. 

7fJ t 4-d tJ 1ft, Letters 

PROV. 4:5-9 
Wisdom does not come with birth, (Con~inued .from page 5) 
Nor is she showered like falling 

rain. 'Our persuasion' 
Attained is she by toil and sweat, 
Or bought at price of blood and 

pain. 

Wisdom builds with truth on truth 
And sees that truth alone is 'plied, 
Then sets herself hard to the task 
Of making truth her daily guide. 

Ah! wisdom is the chief est prize 
Among a soul's possessions. 
To gain and to apply the truth 
Is noblest of professions. 

- W. B. O'Neal 

THE only "over persuasion" I wit
nessed this year at Siloam Springs was 
during the invitation when only the 
music was sung. No words from any 
person on the stand nor from the con
gregation so far as I could see and hear. 
It was definitely a soul-searching time 
and as far t am concerned, strictly of 
the Hol~' Spirit. 

I appreciate being a part of a group 
that provided worship experiences such 
as these.- Verne E. Carpenter, Minister 
of Music and Education, First Baptist 
Church, Hamburg, Ark. 
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Middle of the Road 

Are you 
in trouble? 

BY J. I. COSSEY 

EVERY member of a Baptist 
church is somebody and has a 
right to be heard. Whether one is 
right or wrong he has a right to 
express himself. Even though it 
may' not be right, one member 
may criticize another member, or 
even the pastor. Immoral acts or 
some attitude or · criticism causing 
hurt feelings should be dealt with 
tenderly and worked out accord
ing to Bible teachings on such 
subjects. 

One pastor found himself in 
trouble o v e r straightforward 
preaching against sins which he 
considered hurtful to the church 
and community. His opposition 

Baptist Beliefs 

Baptism, 
sacrament 
or symbol? 

BY HERSCHEL H. HOBBS 
Past President, Southern Baptist 
Convention, First Baptist Church, 

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 

ROMANS 6 :3-5 

THESE words answered Paul's 
question, "How shall we that are 
dead to sin, live any longer there
in?" (Rom. 6 :2). He uses the 
figure of baptism to illustrate 
death, burial, and resurrection. 

Note that "baptism" (v.4, bap
tisma) does not refer to the act 
of baptism but to the meaning or 
symbol in the act. While . the act 
of baptism is involved in the verb 
"were baptized" (v.3), the noun 
for the act of baptism (baptismos) 
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was from people who stood high 
in the· society of the community. 
The pastor could accept defeat or 
face the issues and by the help of 
the Lord win out for the right. 

He staked his future in that 
community on four creative con
cepts; First, he must spend more 
time in prayer. God must be 
brought · into the forefront. · Bat
tles for righteousness must be· won 
with God in the lead. Second, he 
and his wife must do more visit
ing on the church field. New 
blood must be brought into the 
whole church program. Many 
other members joined in the visi
tation. New people came and many 
dropouts came back. Third, he 
must prepare and deliver better 
sermons. In other words, he must 
tone up hil;l .entire pulpit program. 
And finally, he and his wife 
agreed not to take any part in 
community gossip. This plan 
worked. The people let their pas
tor stay and God let him stay, 
the trouble dissolved itself and · 
the church and. pastor continued 

to do an outstanding work. 
There are trouble makers ev

erywhere who are allied with our 
common enemy, the devil. How
ever, we are not to fight this 
common enemy with · knives, 
knucks, or any other material 
weapon, but with prayer, humil
ity and the dynamic power of the 
Holy Spirit. 

Another pastor encountered op
position by almost half of his 
membership, but it was not a 
moral issue. They just did not 
like his straight-forward gospel 
preaching. He stood his ground 
in prayer and humility and kept 
on preaching the gospel ; his op
position weakened and he is going 
forward in his pastorate. This 
pastor did not run from his trou
ble. When a principle is involved 
a pastor should remain and fight 
like a tiger for the right. 

It is a wonderfully comfortable 
feeling to be on the right side of 
all church and community issues. 
The right will finally win in every 
case. 

does not appear in the New Testa- to [eis] his death? Therefore 
ment with reference to Christian we are buried with him through 
baptism. [dia] baptism [its symbolic 

The meaning of baptism in this meaning] as the result of [eis] 
passage turns on the preposition death: that like as Christ was 
used (eis). This preposition may raised up from the dead through 
mean "into, unto, with respect to, [dia] the glory of the Father, 
as the result of, or on the basis even so we also should walk in the 
of." "Into" or "unto" hardly fits sphere of [en] . newness of life. 
the meaning. For instance, "bap- For if we have been planted to
tized into his death" (v.3). and -"by gether [united] in the likeness 
baptism into death" (v.4) would of his death, we shall be also in the 
be a picture · untrue to fact. One likeness o·f his resurrection." 
is not buried in order to die but be- Thus baptism [its meaning] 
cause one has already died. Thus is a symbol and no~. a sacrament. 
"with respect to" or "on the basis We are buried and raised because 
of" would be more in keeping with we have already died and received 
actual experience. 'I'he same thing a new life in Christ Jesus. There
holds true of "baptized into . fore, the meaning of baptism sym
Christ" (v.3). The abundant bolizes what He did for our sal
teachings · of the New Testament vation: His death, burial, and res
show that one is "in Christ" by urrection. It also symbolizes that 
grace through faith in Him. Thus which happened when we received 
this might better read "baptized Him as our Saviour. We hav·e died 
with respect to Christ." to the old life of sin, have buried 

With these things in mind let it, and have been raised to a new 
us translate these verses. "Know life in Christ. Baptism also symbo
ye not, that so many as were bap- lizes the Christian's faith in his 
tized with respect to [eis] Jesus final resurrection from the dead. 
Christ were baptized with respect (v.~). · 
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BY MRS. ALICE PERKINS · 
7TH ARMY HQ. V AIHINGER 

APO, ,NEW YORK 09046 

, 

THE question is being roundly debated, "Do ness by open discussion and vote signified that the 
Baptists have too rriany church meetings? If so, final earthly authority and responsibility lay with 
which ones should be dropped?" the people and not with the ~inister. 

Always in examining methods, we need first to 
examine the goal. On this we are in agreement: the 
goal is to establish a deeper and more meaningful 
relationship to God. . 

As a Catholic I was taught that if I did not at
tend mass on Sunday I had committed a mortal sin. 
This meant that if I died before I repented, I would 
go to hell. 

.After I was converted and became a Baptist, I 
was told that to attend or not was my choice. No spe
cific sin as such was connected with it. This was 
difficult for me to fathom after 26 years of previous 
indoctrination. 

I was re-educated in a church built on democrat
ic lines, where to differ with the minister was my 
right and privilege, since each soul is directly ac
countable to God only and therefore could worship 
him as his conscience .dietated. He was not bound 
by church "inhibitions." 

Voting in church . 

Are our meetings accomplishing these goals? 
Being a military family, we have had occasion for 
membership in eleven Baptist churches scattered 
from the east to the west coast, and from Chicago, 
Ill., to El Paso, Tex., and two in Germany. In half 
of these churches the vote was a meaningless form. 
Discussion was withheld until the people were out
side the church door. I asked them, "If you feel this 
way, why didn't you say so in the meeting?" Fear 
of censure and status, and not wanting to "cause 
trouble" seemed to be the basic reasons. This was 
strongest where the minister had an authoritarian 
administration. All major issues were decided by his 
power structure. 

the initiative 
/ 

In churches where the minister made clear that 
the responsibility for church progress lay with the 
spiritual condition of the membership and their cor
respondingly competent vote, there was open and 
frank discussion. The initiative must remain with 
the individual. 

Voting in the church was. also a new experience. The greatest unrest was in churches where the 
Admitting a new member and deciding church busi- judgmental attitude was the highest. This was most 
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evident in the matter of attendance at meetings. 
This seemed to be of critical importance. "Where 
were yo'u ?" Then followed judgment of the "excuse." 
The first thing the member did when he didn't 
want to attend was to think up a "legitimate" ex
cuse. Who are we trying to fool? Isn't the more im
portant issue, why did he want to stay home? True 
Christianity is based not on what you do, but what 
you want to do. Is there any basic difference in 
church judgment in the case of the Catholic and the 
Baptist? The initiative must remain with the in
dividuaL 

\ 

What to drop? 

Now as to the question of which meetings should 
be dropped, let's use attendance as the symptom 
(Baptists seem to insist on "numbering Israel" and 
judging it.) Suppose we drop those meetings with 
the poorest attendance, Training Union, for exam
ple. A loud cry comes from a minority for whom it 

has meant a great deal. . Visitation is more important 
than circle meetings, drop them, some say. Can't we 
serve the Bread of Life cafeteria style? A person 
can eat just so much at one time. 

Each church situation is different. What we 
need to drop is the judgmental attitude towards at
tendance. The initiative must remain with the in
dividual. 

Paul said, "Let ·no man therefore judge you in 
meat or drink, or in respect of an holy day, or of 
the new moon, or of the sabbath, which are a 
shadow of the things to come ... Wherefore if ye be 
dead with Christ from the rt)diments of the world, 
are ye subject to ordinances (touch not, taste not, 
handle not; which are all to perish with the using) 
after the commandments and doctrines of men?" 
(Colossians 2:16, 20-22) . We need to drop the judg
mental attitude that we may reach those that err. 

Jesus said, "All things are ready, Come ... " The 
initiative still remains with the individual. 

[Editor's Note: With this, as with other special 
articles, the views expressed are .those of the writer. 
Our purpose i~ publishing such articles is to stimu
late thinking. We welcome reaction from our read
ers.-ELM] 
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Arkansas All Over-~ 

Board recommends 
budget for 1966 

Magnolia BSU Center improvement 
THE Executive Board of the couraged these churches to place ~ 

Arkansas Baptist Convention in this item in their budgets over 
its meeting last fall gave approval this period of time. The response THE Executive Board of the 

Arkansas Baptist State Conven
tion Aug. 30 recommended a bud
get for 1966 of more than two mil
lion dollars, reflecting a small in
crease over ·1965. The board ap
proved allocation of 37 peJ~cent 

of the budget to Southern Baptist 
Convention causes. The budget 
will be presented to the 1965 Con
vention meeting in Little Rock in 
November. 

to a Capital Improvements Fund has been excellent and shows a 
Drive for the Baptist Student receipt to date of $1,187. Many of 
Union at Southern State College the churches with budgets oper-
in Magnolia. The churches in the ating on the associational y-ear 
area (Hope, Liberty, and Little rather than the calendar year 
River Associations) were given were not contacted in time to in
the opportunity to help under- elude the item in this year's 
write the improvements which are budget. This should mean for the 
estimated to cost $7,500. coming year many more churches 

Included were funds for the va
rious departments of the conven
tion and educational needs. When 
a total of $2,104,153.79 is reached 
and expended, further funds, ex
pected to reach $50,000, will be 
divided equally between the South
ern Baptist Convention and the 
Executive Board. 

Recommended to the 1965 state 
convention is a proposal by Ouach
ita Baptist University to borrow 
$100,000 t o enlarge cafeteria fa-

These improvements will in
clude adding to the present Stu
dent Center Building a caretaker's 
room for two men students and a 
guest room. The parking area will 
also be surfaced, and some im
provements will be made on the 
outside recreational facilities. 

The drive for funds was set up 
to be carried on over three calen
dar years, starting in January of 
1965. The area committee en-

cilities. 
Southern Baptist College's ear- OBU night classes 

lier request tD ·become a member SEVEN courses will be offered 
of the state Baptist family of in- for resident credit during the fall 
stitutions was referred to a com- semester by the Little Rock 
mittee for further sudy and rec- · Branch of Ouachita University, 
ommendation. The 1967 · conven- Dean Henry c. Lindsey has an- . 
tion will hear the findings. nounced. 

Another committee was named to Registration will be held at 7 
explore the possibilities of the dis- Tu d s t 1·4 t th 

l 
p.m. es ay, ep . , a e 

posal of the Baptist Bui ding, 401 Branch, at 1700 West 13th St., 
West Capitol, and to find means with classes beginning the same 
for financing a new building on night. 
the Convention property at Mark- Classes to be taught on Tues
ham and Hughes Street in Little day nights include Education 313, 
Rock. . Modern Math, by Jay Downs; 
. A weekly radio program, teach- General Education 143, European 
1~g the Sun~ay Sc~ool lesson on · Civilization, Prof. Jim Ranchino; 
Sunday mornmgs,_ Will be sponsor- and Nursing 491-3, Special Stud
ed by the Executive Board. _ ies in Nursing, Dean · Mildred 

"THE Future. of the , Christian 
College" will be th~ topic of dis
cussion by Editor Erwin L. Mc
Donald of the Arkansas Baptist 
N ewsma.gazine, at the workers' 
conference of Washington-Madi
son Association, the morning of 
Sept. 16,' at First Church1 Hunts
ville. 
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Armour. 
Thursday classes include Gen

eral Education 133, Freshman 
English, Prof. Herman Sandford; 
General Education 153, Our He
brew Heritage, Dr. Carl Goodson; 
Psychology 323, 1 Developmental 
Psychology, Dr. Maurice Hurley; 
and Drama 413, The American 
Stage, Dr . Henry C. Lindsey. 
Drama 413 may be taken for eith-

will ·be contributing. 
Through the area committee, 

which meets three times a year, 
an excellent opportunity ha:s been 
provided to interpret this impor
tant phase of our state mission 
work to our churches and leaders 
in order that .they can help make 
possible a better ministry to their 
young people through the Baptist 
Student Union- George L. Balen
tine, Chairman B.S.U. Area ·com
mittee 

/ 

er graduate or undergraduate 
credit. 

Tuition will be $15 per semes
ter hour. Additional information 
may lie obtained by phoning the 
Ouachita Little Rock Branch, 
Franklin 4-3351; Extension 500, 
in Little Rock. 

'Democracy in action' 
"ONE of the greatest benefits 

of study in the United S'tates is 
seeing democracy in action and 

u n d e r s t a n d
ing why it has 
made this coun
try the great na
tion it is," de
c l a r e d Michael 
Makosholo as he 
prepared to 
return to Rho-

MR. MAKOSHOLO . desia. 
Mr. Makosholo, who received 

the B. A. degree from Ouachita 
in August recently flew to Salis
bur~, Rhodesia. · On Jan. 28, he 
will become principal of Sanyanti 
Secondary School in Gatooma, his 
hometown. 
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Alumni speaker 
Dr. YANDALL Woodfin, pro

fessor of theology at Southwest
will be the speak
er for the annual 
seminary alumni 
meeting Nov. 17 
at the Sam Peck 
Hotel in Little 
Rock. It will be a 
luncheon meet
ing. 

President of the 
Arkansas alumni 

DR. wooDFIN is Tal D. Bon-
ham, pastor, South Side Church, 
Pine Bluff. Other officers are 
D. B. Bledsoe, First Church, 
Stuttgart, vice president; and 
Don Cooper, First Church, Star 
City, secretary. · 

Dr. · Woodfin holds degrees from 
Baylor University, Southwestern 
and P r i n c e t o n. Seminaries, 
Cambridge . University arid the 
University of Edinburgh, Scot
land. 

Casey ordained 
PAUL Casey was ordained to 

the ministry Aug. 22 by Pleasant 
Grove Church, Waldron, Buckner 
Association. 

Porter Black served as modera
tor and Jimmie Maness delivered 
the sermon. Others participating 
were Arnold Staggs, Roscoe Mock, 
Ford F . Gauntt, L. D. Casey, Her
bert Dedmon and . Alvin Wilsey. 

Pine Bluff South Side 
·PAUL Sanders has been called as 

associate pastor. His f irst sermon was 
delivered Sept. 5, while Pasto~ Tal D. 
Bonham was on vacation. 

The touring Youth Service Choir, 
numbering 52, has returned from its 
week on the road, appearing at · El 
Dorado, . Texarkana, Tex., Shreveport, 
La., ·Longview, Tex., Southwestern Sem
inary, Six Flags ·over Texas and Ft. 
Worth. Records were made. Mrs. Harris · 
Mitchell, the church organist, is accom
panist. 

Carpenters have begun panelling the 
basement, the first phase of a .. $10,000 
repair and remodeling campaign voted 
by the church. 

Associational Missionary Amos Greer 
recently presented a check for $'10,000 
to Travis Tucker, treasurer of South 
Side, to help purchase the mission pro
perty in Broadmore-Belmont. Mr. Greer 
said that Harmony Association has de
posited another $4,000 in the mission 
property account. Final transactions 
for the purch.ase of the property have 
been made. The balance on the loan is 
being paid by tithes and offerings 
for new mission property. 

Ouachita Association 
WICKES church has called 

Dale James, ministerial student, 
as pastor . . 

D. D. KELLEY has accepted the 
pastorate of Concord Church, 
which he formerly served. 

RIDGECREST - Five A 1·kansas gi1·~s attended the second session 
of Camp Crestridge fm· Gi1·ls, Ridgecrest, N . C., July 14-A ug. 15. They t a·re : Em·line McWherte1·, Hot Springs; R enna Thomason, H elena; 
A 1·vine Bell, di·rector, Little Rock; Mm·y Han·ington, Pen·yville; arid 
Ma1·y King, Grubbs. The camp, a pa·rt of Ridgecrest Baptist Assembly, 
is owned and opemted by the Sunday School Boa1·d of the Souther'Y!I 
Baptist Convention, Nashville. 
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Texarkana Beech St. 
. JACKIE Whetstone wai? recognized 
as the first Queen in Service in the 
history of the church Aug. 29. She is 
the daughter of Mr .. and Mrs. T. A. 
Whetstone, 

Little Rock Gaines St. 

ANITA Hicks and Carla Miller have 
been recognized as princesses, Sharon 
Burtcher as Queen and Kathy Herring
ton as Queen-In-Service. 

Ft. Smith First 

A READING and writing school is 
the new "reaching arm" of the church. 
The school is paid for out of church 
funds and there is no charge for the 
students. It was originated by Bill Tay
lor, minister of education, who read a 
survey that Sebastian County has more 
than 2,600 adults over 25 who have had 
no more than four years of schooling. 

A member of the church, a retired 
teacher, Miss Etna Mor ris , conducts the 
school. 

The guidebook, the Bible, is taught 
three evenings a week. 

The school announced its services 
through local welfare offices, Abilities 
Unlimited and through other churches. 

12th Upcoming 
FIRST Church, El Dorado, is 

making plans for its 120th an
niversary observance Oct. 24-31. 

Program speakers will include 
Dr. Sam C. Reeves, ~irst Church, 
Arkadelphia; Dr. Pierce Matheney 
Jr., Midwestern Seminary; Charles 
Ragland, Jacksonville, Fla.; Dr. 
J ames Harris, University Church, 
Ft. Worth; Dr. Thomas R. Brown, 
Anderson, S. C. ; Dr. Wayne 
Dehoney, . First Church, Jackson, 
Tenn., and president of the South
ern Baptist Convention ; John 
Buchanan Jr. , Congressman from 
Alabama; Dr. Monroe F. Swilley 
Jr. , Second Ponce De Leon 
Church, Atlanta; Bill Dyal Jr.; 
Christian Life Commission, Nash
ville; Dr. Blake Smith, University 
Church, Austin, Tex.; Bill Geren, 
East Point, Ga.; George Pirtle, 
Sylvan Hills Church, North Little 
Rock; Dr. W. W. Warmath, vice 
president, Union University, 
J ackson, Tenn. 

Dr. Don B. Harbuck is pastor. 
(CB) 
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Revival news 

OLIVE Church, Pensacola, Fla., Len-
. dol Jackson, pastor, Second Church, 
West Helena, evangelist; Bob Presley, 
Mid City Church, New Orleans, singer; 
•10 •by profession of :faith; 5 by letter; 
2 for special mission . work; Jeff 
Rousseau, pastor. 

CENTRAL Church, Jonesboro, Oct. 
3-10; •Milton DuPriest, pastor, Beech 
'Street Church, Texarkana, evangelist; 
Curtis L. Mathis, pastor. 

FIRST Church, McGehee, Aug. 16-22·; 
Wal'ter K. Ayers, staff evangelist, First 
Church, Little Rock, evangelist; David 
Doty, singer; 112 conversions; 2 by let,
ter; 2 for sp.ecial service; 'Mason Craig, 
pastor. 

PARK Place Church, Hot Springs, 
Sept. 26-0ct. 3; Dr. T. K. Rucker, Lit
tle Rock, evangelist; · 0. Damon. Shook, 
pastor. 

CANEY Creek Church, England, Aug. 
Hl-22; Andy Kerr, Arcliview, evange
list; Bobby Frizzel, England, song di
rector; '10 professions of faith; 2 by 
letter; Jim Hickiman, pastor.' 

MT. OLIVE Church, Crossett; Aug. 
H3-22; D. C. McAtee, First Church, 
Smackover, evangelist; Raymond Shoop, 
Mt. Olive music director, in charge of 
music; 10 by profession of faith; 8 bap
tisms; -5 by letter; 2 surrendered to 
preach on mission fields; 50 rededica
tions; Carroll Evans, pastor. 

FllRST Church, DeQueen, Aug. 22-
29; Nelson Tull, secretary, state Broth
erhood DeP'artment, evangelist; Mrs. 
J. C. Leeper, organist; Mrs . .M. M. 
Neely, pianist ; Jake Lord, ·song leader; 
Mrs. Ray Pearce, in charge of special 
music; 22 additions; H:l by baptism; 5 

. by letter; E. Butler A·b-ington, pastor. 

CENTENNIAL Church, Pine Bluff, 
Sept. 12-19; E . A. Richmond, chaplain, 
Boys Training School evangelist; 
Franklin Johnson, Hardin Church song 
le_ader; Sharon Pounders pianist; J. S. 
Whitley, pastor 

FIRST Church, Gravel Ridge, North 
Little Rock, Aug. 22-29; layman led re
vival sponsored by the Brotherhood; Ed 
Walker, Levy, music director; 2 by let
ter; 4 for baptism; 1 for special service; 
40 rededications; J·ack Livingston, pas
tor. 

COLE Ridge Church, Blytheville, 
Aug. 8-15; Eugene Wright, pastor, evan
gelist; 4 for baptism; 14 rededications; 
10 pledged t 6 tithe. 

WESTSIDE Church, Warren, Aug. 
15-19; Allen T. McCurry, Faulkner As
soci-ation missionary, evangelist; 19 by 
profession of faith; 5 by letter; 1 by 
statement; Jimmy Heflin, pastor. 

Page Twelve 

NEW PARSONAGE - Geor-ge W . . Domer-ese, pnstor, Concord 
Church, Clear Cr-eek As·sociation, and his family have moved into the 
new four·-b edr-oom par·sonage, which was built at a cost of $15,000. 
The buibding was const?·ucted almost entir·ely by donated labor. T. 0. 
Suggs was chairman of the building committee. 

Clear Creek Association 

THE Baptist Vista Encamp
ment in August was the largest 
in its 15 year history. Enrollment 
reached 347. Charles Chesser Jr., 
pastor of Kibler Church, was the 
camp pastor and evangelistic 
speaker. Rev. and Mrs. Alvin Hat
ton, on furlough from Brazil, pro
vided the missionary emphasis. 
Harold Biggs, music and educa
tional director, First Church, Van 
Buren, was in charge of the music. 
Jerry Blaylock, First Church, 
Clarksville, played the piano. 
George W. Domerese, pastor of 
Concord church, was in charge of 
all study classes. There were 164 
decisions made during the en
campment; 22 professions of 
faith; 15 surrendering to special 

• I 
service. · 

Milton Edmonson, pastor of 
Lamar church, resigned Sept. 5. 
During his five-year service there 

have been 92 ad
ditions, 36 by 
baptism. Sunday 
S c h o o l attend
ance has in
creased from 60 
to more than 100. 
T he auditorium 
w a s remodelled 
with a new choir 

MR. EDMONDSON loft, rostrum and 
baptistry. A modern educational 
building was also built. 

for the BS degree. He and Mrs. 
Edmonson have two children who 
are in their second and fourth 
years at Ouachita College. He is 
available for supply or pastorate. 

Ray Green was ordained as 
deacon by Shibley church Aug. 22. 

Lakeside dedication 

DR. C. W. Caldwell, Superin
tendent of .Missions of the Arkan
sas State Convention, delivered 
the message at the dedication of 
Lakeside Chapel, Malvern High
way, Hot Springs, Aug. 22. Lake
side Chapel is a mission of Grand 
A venue Chur-ch, Hot Springs . 

Since the organization of the 
mission 14 weeks ago enrollment 
has grown · to 119 in Sunday 
School and 76 in Training Union. 

The . dedication climaxed the 
building of the first unit of a pro
posed three-uni~ construction at 
an approximate cost of $19,000. 
Plans for the second unit housing 
auditorium · and Sunday School 
rooms are now underway. 

Willard Holland, music direc
tor, Grand A venue Church, direct
ed the music. Danny Morgan 
and Mrs. Bill Morgan sang. Gar
land A. Morrison, pastor of Grand 
Avenue Church, gave a brief his
tory of the mission. W. E. Bridges 
led the dedicatory prayer. Bill 

Mr. Edmonson completed 
at Arkansas Tech in May, 

work Morgan pronounced the benedic-
1964, tion. 
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SBC News and Notes---------
BY the BAPTIST PRESS Glorieta awards 

tah church wins development award 
GLORIETA - Six awards in 

three areas of writing· were pre
sented at a conference for Chris
tian writers Aug. 5-11 at Glorieta 
(N. M.) Baptist Assembly. ATLANTA - A struggling, 

mountain church with four mis
sions received Southern Baptists' 
national c h u r c h development 
award. 

The 61-member First Baptist 
Church of Cedar City, Utah, 
nestled at nearly 6,000 feet eleva
tion in the Cedar Mountains of 
the Rocky Mountain Range, took 
the top honor in 'the denomina
tion's annual recognition. 

K. Medford Hutson, Cedar 
City, mountain missionary and 
p!istor of the church, received the 
award in ceremonies at Glorieta 
Baptist Assembly, Glorieta, N. M. 

Other churches and pastors 
recognized in the Church Devel
opment Ministry as the outstand
ing churches in their respective 
categories were: 

San Gabriel Church, San Ga
briel, Texas, William Ray Farmer, 
pastor, recognized as the out
standing church with member., 
ship between 100 and 199. 

First Church, Ganado, Texas, 
Jerry W. Lemon, pastor, recog
nized as the outstanding church 
with membership between 200 
and 399. 

Golden Gate Church, Ft. Worth, 
Texas, James F . Humphries, pas
tor, . recognized as the outstand
ing church with membership 
above 400. 

These received recognition in 
services at both Glorieta and at 
Ridgecrest Baptist Assembly, 
Ridgecrest, North Carolina. 

Hutson had led Woodlawn 
Church, Lufkin, Texas, to recog
nition in 1962 in one of 'the cate
gories of the development minis
try and also as the church of the 
year in Texas. 

He said, "When I arrived in 
Cedar City the church needed a 
program, and I knew the Church 
Development Ministry was it. 

"We thus became the first 
church in a pioneer area of the 
west to take part in ·the ministry. 
There was some doubt it would 

SEPTEMBER 9, 1965 

NATIONAL CHURCH DE
VELOPMENT WINNER, K. 
Medf01'd Hutson, holds the plaque 
presented by the Home Mis-sion 
Board of .the SBC for the achieve
ments· of First Churc/J-, Cedar 
City, Utah, and its four mis.sions. 

work in such a remote area of 
Southern Baptist life, but there's 
no doubt now." 

Awards · for magazine articles 
submitted in the annual competi
tion included first · place, Dale 
Danielson, Glorieta, for "Pecos 
Pueblo Asleep in the Dust" ; sec
ond place, Mrs. R. E. Dew, El 
Paso, for "Hark, the Little Angel 
Sang" ; and honorable mention, 
Jack Gulledge, Tucson, Ariz., for 
"Does Your Clergyman Have a 
Diploma Mill Degree?" 

Winners in the fiction writing 
category were first place, A. Jase 
Jones, Kansas City, Mo., for "A 
Short Story", and, second place, 

· Lee Ramsour, Athens; Tex., for 
"A Lad with a Lame Lamb." 

Although there were no win
ners in the poetry division, an 
honorable mention was awarded 
Dr. J. V. Chandler, Kingsville, 
Tex., for "Manuel of Falcon 
Lake." 

No awards were announced in 
the juvenile writing category. 

EV,ANGELIST Billy Grtaham 
will attend dedication ceremonies 
for the brand-new Dallas Baptist 
College in Dallas, Tex., Sept. 28, 
and speak at an invitational ban
quet for · 5,000 persons following 
the dedication. The Baptist school 
plans to open on its new 200-acre , 
campus Sept. 30 with 900 stu
dents expected, according to Otis 
Strickland, president. 

Manuscripts were judged by 
faculty members in each divi
sion. Awards were given only for 
manuscripts which could merit 
use by a reputable publication, 
based on standards of good writ
ing, explained Dr. Clifton J. Al
len, conference ·director and edi
torial secretary of the Sunday 
School Board, Nashville. 

tist Theological Seminary, where 
the meeting was held. 

MINISTERS of education from 
Baptist churches in nine states 
meeting here for the 45th annual 
Southwestern Religious Educa
tion Association elected Elmer 
Bailey, Memphis, Tenn., as the 
organization's president. Bailey is 
minister of education at Bellevue 
Baptist Chur-ch in Memphis. He 
succeeds A. Donald Bell, who is 
professor at Southwestern Bap-

BAYLOR U n i v e r s i t y has 
awarded an honorary doctor of di
vinity degree to 0. D. Martin, 
Dallas, Tex., stewardship director 
for the Baptist General Conven
eral Convention of Texas. The de
gree was awarded during summer 
commencement exercises in which 
more than 300 students were grad
uated from the Baptist school. 
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tGo ' ye therefore • • • 

SOUTHERN Baptist Missionary Robert · W. 
Fields _1·eads thP Sc1'ipture passage during a service 
held by Baptists of Israel in the ruins of the ancient 
synagogue believed to have been built on the foun
dations of the one in which Jesus preached at 
Cape1·naum. (Phot"o by W. Chandler Lanier) 

KINDERGARTEN children ctttend chapel in 
Mousaitbeh Baptist Church, Beir·ut, Lebanon. 

A MEAL of ?Jams and gmvy is pTepared for 
A. NURSE holds a newbo1·n baby at the Baptist Gi1·ls' Auxilia1·y campers in Northern Nige1'ia. 

hospitcLl in Kedir·i, Indonesia. (Photo by M1·s. James D. Johnston) 
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Departments---------
·Brotherhood 

Special to 
association officers 

EIGHT DISTRICT Brotherhood 
representatives are available to 
the associational Brotherhood of
ficers for counsel and help in 
associational Brotherhood organi
zation and work, and in the 'train
ing of associational Brotherhood 
officers and leaders. These dis
representatives are: 

R. L. VOGT, Vogt Realty Com
p.any, Rogers, Northwest District 
(Washington - Madison, Benton 
County, Carroll County, and 
Boone-Newton Associations); EL-

Student Union 

BERT WILSON, P. 0. Box 1, 
. Batesville, North Central District 

(White River, Big Creek, Rocky 
Bayou, Stone-Van Buren-Searcy, 
Little Red· River, and Independence 
Associations); HARRY BREW
ER, P. 0. Box 248, Jonesboro, 
Northeast District (Current Riv
er, Gainesville, Greene County, 
Mt. Zion, Black River, Mississippi 
County, and Trinity Associa
tions) ; TOM DeLO.ACH, 2910 
Beatty, West Memphis, East Cen
tral District (Calvary, Tri-County, 
Arkansas Valley, Centennial, and 
Caroline Associations) ; J. P. 
QHEATHAM, Eudora, Southeast 
District (Ashley County, Delta, 
Liberty, Carey, Harmony, and 

ing VBS and at the end of two 
weeks they had 72 .enrolled. 

R f C l"f • You know, I never really knew 
eport rom a 1 ornla what ·a struggle it was to become 

DEAR Arkansas Baptist Stu- a church. I've found there are far 
dents: . too many things I take for grant-
. I have just' spent a week as a ed. For example, an acre of land 

counselor in a would cost at least $40,000 out 
c a m p in the here, and what church can afford 
mountains and · that, much less the cost of build
as Nancy Philley ing.-
would sa'y, I tru- This country, for that's exactly 
ly had a "moun- what it is, a completely different 
tain top" experi- country within itself, is probably 
ence. . the largest mission field in t he 

There w e r e world. Everything is against you 
about 300 there here and it takes real dedicated 

aEm and the most in- and determined Christians and 
spiring leaders I've ever met. The their leaders to keep . Southern 
camp pastor, William Parr, was Baptist work alive and growing. 
an excellent speaker and could I'm looking forward to sharing . 
hold the attention of both juniors with you many more of my won
and intermediates, just have them 
spell-bound. 

Bartholomew Associations). 
NELSON TULL, state Brother

hood secretary is serving for the 
time being as the Central District 
representative (Pulaski County, 
North Pulaski, Central, Buckville, 
Faulkner County, and Conway
Perry Associations); and C. H. 
SEATON, associate Brotherhood 
secretary as the Southwest Dis
trict representative (Hope, Red 
River, Little River and Caddo Riv
er Associations'). 

WE N D ELL HENDERSON, 
Waldron, is the West Central Dis
trict representative (Concord, 
Clear Creek, Dardanelle-Russell
ville, Buckner, and Ouachita Asso
ciations). 

Call upon your district repre
sentative !- Nelson Tull. 

derful experiences. - Sincerely, 
Betty Boysen 

(Betty Boysen, a student at 
Henderson State Tea,chertl Col
lege, served in California as a 
BSU summer missionary.) 

THE Revised Standard Version 
of the Bible has been published in 
a new format under the name of 
"Young Readers Bible." It is be
ing printed by A. J. Holman Co., 
'Philadelphia, for sole distribution 
by Cokesbury, the trade name of 
Methodist book stores. The new 
edition is for children through the 
eighth grade. It contains about 
300 illustrations by Edward .J. 
Smith, a 'Philadelphia artist who 
81so designed the format of the 
book, that is of 8 by 10 inches in 
size and 916 pages. 

As for me, the camp has been 
the highlight of my summer. Af
ter being in such a vast city, the 
beautiful mountain scenery was 
so refreshing and the perfect spot 
for an encounter with God. 

Is your church neglecting your college students? 

Before going to camp, I spent 
two weeks in VBS at a mission in 
Paramount. When I first got 
there, I saw the discouragement 
and disillusionment of a few dedi
cated families who were still at
tempting to hang on after being 
eight months without a pastor. 
Despite this fact they were hav-

SEPTEMBER 9, 1965 
\ 

Keep in touch with your college students while they are away 
at school by sending them the ARKANSAS BAPTIST NEWS
MAGAZINE. 

If your church has the paper in the budget, just add their names 
to your list. If not, you may subscribe for them for the nine 
month school year at the special student rate of .$1.25. Send to: 

ARKANSAS BAPTIST NEWSMAGAZINE 
401 West Capitol 

Little Rock, Arkansas 
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Church Music 

Recent music materials 
SEVERAL FREE pamphlets 

which are new or revised are now 
available from your Music Depart
ment. The two revised pamphlets 
are "Graded Choirs" and "The Mu
sic Ministry in a Church." 'Two 
new pamphlets include "A Day of 
Singing ·and Praise" and the "1966 
Church Music Ministry Calendar 
of Activities." A pamphlet which 
should be of great help to many 
churches is proposed, entitled, "Se
lecting a Piano for your Church." 
The 1966 "Devotional Programs 
Based on the Hymns of the 
Month" will be available soon. 

Other new publications which 
merit your consideration may be 
ordered from the Baptist · Book 
Store. Just off the press is the 
new study course book, "The Pri
mary Choir Leadership Manual, 
by Clancy and Jones ($.75). 
Many organists have requested or
gan scoring of hymns for use in 
their churches, and the book "Or
gan Accompaniments for Congre
gational Singing by Herbek 
($2.50) includes 26 o:E these. 

New choral collections are "The 
Junior Choir Sings No.3" ($1.25), 
"The Evangelistic Choir" com
piled by LeRoy McClard ($ .75), 

We strongly recommend that 
you investigate these excellent ma
terials as well as others which are 
forthcoming.- Hoyt ·A. Mulkey, 
Music Secretary 

Facts of interest 
.... THE Labor Department has reported that idleness caused by strikes in 
the first half of this year was the highest since 1960. There were 2,020 work 
stoppages involving 852,000 workers and causing 11 million man-days of 
idleness. 
.... Mrs. Robert Fortner, director of the Department of Home Protection 
of Womans' Christian Tempe.rance Union, attributes th:e rise in alcoholism 
among women to the liquor industry's "bolder ·and bolder" advertising. There 
has been almost a 3'5 percent increase in the numbe.r of women committed 
to mental institutions for alcoholism in the last ten years. Mrs. Fortner 
recommended that a warning "that alcohol creates alcoholics" be required 
on alcoholic beverage bottles.· 
... . Good books of general interest in large type are being made. available 
for the first time to more than four million persons wh'O cannot read con
ventional type. Profiles in Courage, by the late President John F. Kennedy, 
is the. first of the 18-point-type books to be published by \Franklin Watts, 
Inc., a division of Grolier, Inc. The !library net cost in most cases will be 
between $4 and $5.-The Survey Bulletin / 

Training . Union 

Attention, Training 
Union directors! 
1. PLEASE assist your pastor 

and church clerk in completing the 
church letter that will be taken to 

the annual meet
ing of your asso
ciation this fall. 
You will need to 
put Training Un
ion information 
in points 141-154 
and 155, 156, and 
give the name 
and address of 

MR. oAvts the Training Un-
ion · director under the heading 
"Other Church Officers." 

2. If the Training Union infor
mation is not given in the church 
letter, your church will be listed as 

not having a Training Union. Last 
year, a number of churches with 
Training Union did not compl~te 
the Training Union part of the 
church letter. 

3. Points 155 and 15'6 are tre
mendously important. One has to 
do with orientation of new mem
bers (task 3 of the Training 
Union) and one has to do with 
number of adults using the alter
nate organization. This informa
tion will be of great importance to 

·the Training Union department. 

4. In most cases a form for you 
to list your 1965-66 Training Un
ion leaders will be attached to the 
annual letter. Be sure to complete 
this form and attach it to the 
church letter before it is taken to 
the annual meeting.- Ralph W. 
Davis, Secretary 

Missions on vacation 
This Is neither an offer to buy nor sell these securities 

That offer Is made through the prospectus A NEWLY released filmstrip 
by the Southern Baptist Home 
mission board tells how a family's 
vacation trip in the United States 
confronts them with home mis
sions. "Home Missions Face to 
Face" takes 49 frames to show 
how these vacation experiences 
inspired the family to investigate 
the· mission needs around their 
own church. The 35mm color film
strip, which is sold for $3.50 
through the Baptist Book Stores, 
was produced by the promotion 
department of the Home Mission 
Board. 

SIX (6%) PER CENT INTEREST 
Invest in OUR BAPTIST GROWTH 

FIRST MORTGAGE, SERIAL, SINKING FUND BONDS 

Interest Paid Semi-Annually 

Denominations - $1000 $500 $250 $100 

Now Offering Investments in Arkansas Baptist Growth 

Maturities.Every Six Months from 1 Year .to 13lh Years 

For Information Write: 

GUARANTY BOND AND SECURITIES CORPORATION 

1717 West End Bldg. Nashville, Tennessee 
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ol 'Captu.t ~"'~' 

By BERNES K. SELPH , Th .D. 
Pastor, 1st Baptist Church, Benton 

Preserving our history 

SOMEONE has said Baptists 
have been too busy making history 
to find time to preserve it. I do 
not know the truthfulness of the 
first part of this statement but I 
certainly concur in the last part: 

Arkansas Baptists have been as 
derelict in their duty here as other 
Baptists, but probably as alert 
also. Dr. B. G. Maynard was ap
pointed "historical · secretary" at 
the Eureka Springs Convention in 
1890. There is little evidence that 
much came of this appointment. 

The next reference to the Con
vention's interest in history is the 
appointment of a "history com
mission" in 1906 with Dr. J. B. 
Searcy, chairman. Dr .. Searcy had 
been a leader among Arkansans 
for more than half a century, and 
possessed a great deal of the early 
history. He began gathering ma
terial. In 1913 the Executive 
Board of the Convention was au
thorized to "consider the advisi
bility of publishing the historical 
matter that Dr. Searcy had writ
ten." 

Dr. Searcy had written up the 
minutes of the Convention in ab
breviated form from 1848 to 1913. 
The board did not publish them; 
it is not known why. But Dr. J. S. 
Rogers acknowledged the incalcu
lable help these provided him in 
his History of A1·kansas Baptists. 

It is interesting to note the 
Convention instructed the Execu
tive Board again in 1914 to pub
lish Dr. Searcy's material, but it 
was never published. 

Of course, history was preserved 

UNIVERSITY OF ARKANSAS 
-6 BLOCKS 

DOWNTOWN-2 BLOCKS 
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH-",6 BLOCK 

SANDS MOTEL 
FAYETTEVILLE, ARK. 

HI 2-5315 
OWNERS-MR. AND MRS. ~ E. BROWN' 
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in the form of meinoi'l·s, church 
minutes, state . annuals, state pa
pers, etc. Rev. R. J. Coleman 
wrote an autobiography, and · the 
Convention published it in the 
early 1890's. Several associations 
have published their histories. The 

· Bible Department of Ouachita 
University did a good thing a few 

· years ago when it assigned a pro
ject to various students to gather 
and compile material on each as
sociation. 

But it wasn't until 1948 that 
Arkansas Baptists officially pub~ 
lished their first history. They 
asked Dr. J. S. Rogers to gather 
material and get out a history in 
commemoration of their centen
n!EI which was celebrated at Tulip 
that year. 

The Historical Commission of 
the Arkansas Baptist Convention 
has been active for the past several 
years. Through this· medium a 
historical consciousness is being 
stimulated. Dr. G. T. Blackman, 
professor of Bible, Ouachita Uni
versity, is chairman. He is work
ing with the state secretary, Dr. 
S. A. Whitlow, in an effort to 
produce a more comprehensive his
tory of all Baptists in the state. 

Gadgets and gimmicks 

GADGETS' and gimmicks may 
work effectively in the advertis
ing field but they are not the an
swer to the promotional program 
of the church, the general secre
tary of the Commission on Promo
tion and Cultivation of The Meth
odist Church told the commission's 
annual meeting in Denver, Colo. 

"The churches or agencies that 
have tried to build the · appeal to 
their constituents upon gimmicks 
may have succeeded for a time, 
but in the long run they have lost 
their audience as well as the con
fidence of the people they have 
been seeking to serve," said Dr. 
Elliott L. Fisher. 

He also warned against using 
the "crisis" approach, which, he 
said, can be overdone to the point 
where church members close their 
ears and hearts. 

OCTOBER is "Protestant Press 
Month" this year· for the 18-year
old Evangelical Press Association, 
according to its President, Dr. 
George E. 1<'ailing. To be observed 
h.\· EPA';> 149 member periodicals, 
bes ides writers and publishers, 
nlor.g with other affiliate mem
bers, the special observance will 
emphasize the importance of good 
reading and the power of litera
ture as an effective tool for mass 
evanr-elism. 
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Editorials 

(Continued from page 3) 

to accept federal funds and that it has an endowment 
of $13 million coinpared to Ouachita's $2 million. Hard
ing is an institution of the Church of Christ. 

If J3aptists really want to be consistent on separation 
of church and state, Dr. Phelps said, they should demand 
that all their property be · taxed and ministers living in 
parsonages whose rent is . paid by their congregations 
should list that as income on their tax returns. He said 
facetiously that he had not seen any great rush to do 
this. 

As .the annual program of the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention, to be held Nov. 15-17 at First Church, Lit
tle Rock, now stands, Tuesday afternoon, Nov. 16, will 
be given to a formal consideration of this matter. 

Baptism 
IN the light of the recent discussions on baptism, 

some have asked the editor for his views. 
The ordinance of baptism was given by Christ to his 

disciples in the Great Commission (Mt. 28: 19) , which 
fixes the sequence. The disciples were to m·ake disciples 
and then baptize them. On this, Baptists agree. New 
Testament baptism is believer's baptism and, so, can ap
ply only to those who have reached the age of accountabil
ity and who, of their own free will and accord, have 
·repented of their sins and trusted Christ to save them. 

Baptists hold that the mode of baptism is immersion. 
Of the baptism of our Lord it is said: "Ailld Jesus, when 
he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water . 
. . . . " (Mt. 3: l6a). W e understand the Greek word 
baptizein to mean "to dip" or immerse, and hold, there-

, . 

fore, that Christian baptism at the beginning was by im
mersion only. Immersion, as no other mode, faithfully ' 
portrays the "death, burial and resurrection" referred to 
in Romans 6:4. 

Some regard baptism as a Baptist church .ordinance, 
or define the New Testament church as ·a Baptist 
church. Others do not 'restrict the church to any one 
denomination. Churches in which the latter · view pre
vails often accept .for membership believers who have 
been immersed in churches other than Baptist. Such hap-. 
tism is called by some "alien immersion." Across the 
Southern Baptist Convention are many churches in this 
category. Never has the Southern Baptist Convention · 
seen fit to bar from its fellowship messengers from 
churches that accept "alien immersion," and there does 
not seem to be any prospect at this time that it eyer 'will. 
Individual churches, as autonomous bodies, have the au
thority to determine for themselves what their policy 
will be on this matter of accepting baptism from other 
denominations. 

While the New Testament nowhere describes or lim
its the qualifica·ions of those who are entitled to perform 
the rite of baptism, the ordinance is generally regarded 
as being under the authority of local churches. Customar
ily, candidates for baptism are approved for baptism .by 
vote of local churches. A church has the author~ty to 
designate anyone it cares to, to perform the baptismal 
rite. Unless a church is pastorless, the pastor is the logical 
administrator. 

Baptists <i re in general agreement that, according .to 
the teachings of the Bible, .baptism has nothing to do at 
all with effecting salvation, but is purely symbolic of 
death -.o the old life of sin and resurrection to a new 
walk in Christ and a reminder to us, in the picture it 
portrays, of the death, burial and resurrection of our 
Lord. ' . 

The editor, being a Baptist by conviction and !!econd
birth, holds these vie}Vs. 

DOLLAR F'OR DOLLAR 
POUND FOR POUND 

Greater ECONOMY, EFFICIENCY, EFFECTIVENESS 
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BACK TO SCHOOL 

..• with l-ean-read-to-myself adventures! 

THE CAT IN THE HAT Dr. Seuss 
It was cold and rainy . . . nothing at all to do. Then in stepped the Cat in the Hat 
with tricks, games, and "Things" galore! A delightful study which first and second 
graders can read. Ages 6-8. (3r) $1.95 

DR. SEUSS'S ABC 
Dr. Seuss's own book for the child who wants to learn letters. Big letters, little letters-
and all they stand for- become clear in this gay introduction to reading. Ages 5-8. (3r) 

$1.95 

HOP ON POP Dr. Seuss 
"You could even help a goose to read, with Dr. Seuss." This book will help youngsters 
learn to read and make th~m glad they are learning. Emphasizes sound patterns and 
letter patterns: Ages 6 up. (3r) $1.95 

GERTIE THE DUCK by Nicholas P. Georgiady and Louis G. Romano 
The amusing story, based on an actual happening, of how a whole town becomes con
cerned about Gertie and her family of ducklings. Ages 6 up. (38f) $1.00 

WHERE'S WILLIE? by Seymour Reit 
Willie, the blue-eyed kitten, sniffed, poked, and crawled into everything except his 
soft basket. One day he was missing, and where do you think he was? Ages 6 up (18g) 

$1.00 

WHO. WILL BE MY FRIENDS? Syd Hoff 
A new house, -but no friends. This is Freddy's plight until he .shows the other boys 
he can play· ball. Ages 6 ·up. (9h) $~.75 

; . • with pocket guides to fun and learning 

GOLDEN GUIDES 
Here's an invaluable nature-science library in pocket-size form. Filled with easy-to-find 
information, these guides will help students in preparing assignments or in developing 
hobbies. Full-color illustrations make the guides valuable for identifying birds, rocks, 
etc. All ages. (18g) Field Edition, $1.00; Library Edition, $3.95 
THE SKY OBSERVER'S GUIDE BIRDS INSECTS STARS 
REPTILES AND AMPHIBIANS MAMMALS ROCK AND MINERALS 

! Order from your BAPTIST BOOK STORE 
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The Bookshelf 
That Day With God, November 24, 

1963, The Religious Expression of 
All Faiths Following the Death of 
President Kennedy, edited by William 
M. Fine, McGraw-Hill, 1964, $4.95 
It is reported that on November 24, 

1963, just two days after the assassina
tion of President Kennedy, that "more 
Americans attended church than on any 
other day in the nation's history." This 
book gathers together, from the three 
major faiths, a selection of moving and 
significant sermons and religious ex
pressions which were produced in the 
wake of the President's slaying. 

Marriage and the · Bible, by Ernest 
White, Broadman Press, 1965_, $3.50 
Dr. White, pastor of Wyatt Park 

Baptist Church, St. Joseph, Mo., pre
sents a comprehensive survey of Bib
lical teachings on marriage. Combined 
are Biblical interpretation, theology, 
and psychology, to present a thorough 
discussion of what the Bible says about 
marriage and about its problems. 

Call Me Neighbor, Call Me Friend, by 
Philip A. Johnson, Doubleday, 1965, 
$4.50 
This is the case history of the inte

gration of a neighborhood on Chicago's 
south side, a dramatic step-by-step 
story of one of the few successful at
tempts to integrate a racially changing 
metropolitan area. 

Can churches learn how to minister 
adequately to their communities, no 
matter who lives there- and survive in 
the process ? Are there techniques by 
which neighborhoods can overcome the 

· temptation to commit suicide when 
faced with racial change? These and 
other vital questions are dealt with by 
the author in this book. 

God's Power to Triumph, edited by 
James R. Adair, Prentice-Hall, 1965, 
$3.95 
Here are 46 moving, inspiring stories 

of trial and triumph, of how people turn 
troubles into tailwinds and use prob
lems as stepping stones to rich bless
ings. 

Short Stories by a Pioneer Teacher, by 
Walter C. Harris. The Bella Vista 
Press, 1964, $3.95 
The author, a native of the Arkan

sas Ozarks, is now 78, a retired pioneer 
teacher who farmed his grandfather's 
homestead for 52 years while he was 
teaching numerous young people in sev
eral . rural schools. He was for some 

·time a representative from Franklin 
County to the State Legislature. 

This is a prize for those who want 
"color" from the Ozarks, first hand. Mr. 
Harris writes "with simplicity and 
depth of feeling, with great pride and 
always with an eye to history and to 
the future of the Ozarks." 
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Children's Nook 

The firs 
mail • carriers 

BY JOHN E. NEMEC 

A STEAMING sun beat down 
on the young men gathered near 
King Sargon's palace. They were 
dark-skinned and strong, and each 
one carried a clay tablet with a 
message scratched into it. Soon a 
trumpet blared, and the runners 
took off in every direction. The 
first organized mailmen in his
tory were on their way. 

The scene was Ur of the Chal
dees about 3,000 B. C. A young 
messenger, after watching the 
local gem cutters, had conceived 
the idea for a courier service. He 
decided that if ridges and grooves 
could be scratched into stone, why 
not into clay? Before this, mes
sages had been carried by runners 
who memorized their lines. 

"Let's make your words durable 
and lasting," the messenger sug-

gested to his king. 
Sargon nodded, undoubtedly 

thinking of himself. He loved to 
tell of his own achievements. · 

"Splendid idea," the monarch 
agreed. "I'm tired of sending ~mt 
messengers secretly. Now that my 
troops have conquered the world, 
why shouldn't I do things more 
openly? I hereby charge you to get 
my first announcement onto clay." 

King Sargon stretched the 
truth when he claimed to rule the 
world. But he wasn't far from it. 
His fame as a conqueror compares 
with that of Genghis Khan or 
Alexander the Great. Sargon 
made his headquarters at Ur in 
ancient Babylon. We recall that 
Abraham later set forth from Ur 
to Canaan. 

The young messenger, who had 
been the quickest runner and a 
trusted aide to Sargon, went into 
the marketplace for five of the 
best gem cutters he could find. A 
contest was held to decide on a 
coat of arms for the new "clay 
mail." A Phoenician cutter's de
sign won. His design became the 
seal of Sargon. 

"I need a courier service," the 
king then said. "Make me one." 

The messenger bowed and went 
to his task. He handpicked inany 
brave young men · who would be 

. loyal to the throne. Each man re
ceived a copy of the clay letter on 
which Sargon boasted to the 
world of his military triumphs. 

That afternoon the messenge 
lined up the men in the courtyard. 
Their dark bodies glistened with 
sweat under the sun. Sargon 
1·aised hk arm, and the trumpet 
sounded. The first group of post
men raced out from Chaldea to 
every corner of Sargon's r ealm: 
The king's announcement was 
vain and bragging, which dims 
his glory as the world's first post
master. 

The real credit must go to the 
messenger. He began his life as a 
royal courier by showing great 
speed on foot . One day as a teen
llger, he had chased a wild goat, 
run it down, and speared it. When 
Sargon had . seen this, he had se
lected the young man as an aide. 

After that, the boy showed loy
alty to his master in many ways. 
When he overheard a plot to slay 
the king, he ran back to the palace 
to sound a warning. 

The messenger's ·greatest glory 
came when he thought of cutting 
messages into clay instead of re
lving on human memory. Our 
modern museums treasure each . 
relic from the days of Ur and its 
crude postal service. 

:ESI.bie CI.~Y. p-.:azzie 
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BY GENEVA HALLADAY 

ACROSS 
2. A city in Palestine 
5. The nurp.ber of times some people circled this 

citv 
6. Th.e ·climate of this city 
7. Something that fell down 

DOWN 
1. A river near this city, which was crossed by the 

Israelites 
2. The leader who won this city for Israel 
3. · To show 
4. To be able 

uu;:> ·v 'luaAa.I ·8 'tmq~or ·z 'uup.Iof ·1 :um,oa 
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EUGENIA PRICE 
BILLY GRAHAM 
PAUL TOURNIER 
KENNETH TAYLOR 
BOBBY RICHARDSON 

THE BELOVED INVADER Eugenia Price 
Little did Anson Dodge, Jr., realize when he came to St. Simons Island, 
Georgia, after the Civil War that the Island and its people would play 
a dramatic part in his life. A novel of human conflict in the deep South 
of the late 1800's. (12-L) $4.50 

WORLD AFLAME Billy Graham 
This heartfelt expression of concern for the state of our civilization is 
based on Dr. Graham's personal experiences as he has traveled and 
associated with world leaders. (lld) $3.95 

THE ADVENTURE OF LIVING Paul Tournier 
A powerful guide to dynamic living involving "The Adventure," "The 
Risk," and "The Choice." (9h) $3.75 

LIVING PROPHECIES Kenneth Taylor 
The paraphrased Minor Prophets plus Daniel and the Book of Revela
tion in clear, pointed language for today's readers. A companion vol
ume to Living Letters. (22t) $2.95 

THE BOBBY RICHARDSON STORY Bobby Richardson 
While achieving fame and fortune with the New York Yankees, this all
star ball player found maturity in his personal and spiritual life. An 
inspiring testimony. ( 6r) $3.95 

DALE. EVANS ROGERS 
C. ROY ANGELl 
ADEllE CARLSON 
HUGH PETERSON 
CLIFTON J. ALLEN 

DEAREST DEBBIE Dale Evans Rogers 
In August, 19.64, a bus accident claimed the life of the Rogers' adopted 
Korean daughter. Here, in book form, is a letter from Dale Evans Rogers 
to her "angel-child." (6r) $1.95 

SHIELQS ·oF BRASS C. Roy Angell 
Fourteen soul-stirring sermons on various themes. Focused on Bible 
texts and everyday situations, these messages give new meaning to eternal 

· truths. (26b) $2.75 

FOUR SEASONS PARTY AND BANQUET BOOK 
Adelle Carlson 
An amazing collection of party plans for every occasion on the church 
calendar, as well as for all seasons and all ages. (26b) $3.75 

BROADMAN COMMENTS, 1966 Hugh Peterson 
Dr. Peterson, along with other outstanding Broadman writers, has given 
complete Jesson outlines, Bible passages, teaching helps, historical facts, 
and many additional teaching aids for each of the International Sunday 
School Lessons, 1966. (26b) $2.95 

POINTS FOR EMPHASIS, 1966 Clifton J. Allen 
This perennial favorite is a handy pocket- and purse-size edition of the 
International Sunday School Lessons, 1966. Bible passages, lesson in
terpretation, practical helps, and daily Bible readings are featured. (26b) 

95¢ 

jl Order from, or visit your BAPTIST . BOOK STORE 
Q . . . "Service with a Christian Distinction" 

408 Spring Street Little Rock, Ark. 
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Sunday School Lesson--~--------------------------~---

Growing • self-discipline 
BY DR. RALPH A. PHELPS JR.* 

TEXT: I COR.· 9:24-27; 10:12-33; I PETER 4:1-5 
SEPTEMBER 12, 1965 

THE fellow was as great a 
football prospect :;~.s ever set foot 
on anyone.'s campus. We were 

elated that he 
had chosen our 
college, for he 
had chosen our 
size, s p e e d, 
quickness a n d 
strength. What's 
more, he had 
better-than 
aver age in-

DI. PHELPS . telligence. From 
the day he reported for the first 
practice, coaches said that ,he had 
the topls to become a great pro
fessional player eventually. 

He had everything except the 
ability to discipline himself. He 
just didn't manage ~jiG get out of 
bed and make it to class enough 

·to stay eligible, and very shortly 
he was out of school for non
attendance. He never did get an 
education, and the last time I saw 
him he was hog-fat and had been 
working as a bartender .. 

Just as the athlete must disci
pline himself to stay eligible and 
to stay in condition, so must the 

·Christian discipline his own life if 
he is to compete effectively for 
his Lord in the game of life. Paul 
and Peter, two outstanding New 
Testament leaders, both recognized 
this, as our lesson today shows. 

1. The reason for self discipline 
(I Cor. 9:24-27) 

Paul says bluntly that we should 
discipline ourselves so that we 
can win the prize, not just cover 
the distance of the race. He says 
that athletes go to considerable 
pains to win a fading crown of 
leaves ·_ the laurel-leaf crown 
placed on the head of a winner in 
a race. Does it not therefore make 
good sense to strive as hard as we 
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can for an "incorruptible" crown, 
a crown that will never fade? 

To win this prize, one must be 
"temperate in all things." Phillips 
puts it thus: "Every competitor in 
athletic events goes into serious 

· training." In football camps across 
the country, boys are running 
windsprints, going through con
ditioning drills, following special 
diets, getting proper sleep, and 
avoiding personal habits that 
might lessen their effectiveness on 
the playing field. It's tough reg-

. imentation, but there is no ·short
cut to success. Nor is there in the 
Christian life. 

Not only' to have a chance to 
win but also to avoid embarrass
ment, the Christian should train. 
Paul says that he runs with de
termination, that he really fights 
and is not shadow-boxing. He is 
his body's stern master "lest that 
by any means, when I have 
preached to others, I myself should 
be · a castaway." Phillips says, 
" ... for fear that when I have 
preached to others I should myself 
be disqualified." 

Ii. The Problems of Self-Disci
pline (I Cor. 10:12-33) 

Acquiring spiritual fitness is 
fraught with problems and is not 
easy. Among the thfngs to be 
guarded against are : 

1. Overconfidence (10 :12). 
"Wherefore let him that thinketh 
he standeth take heed lest he fall." 
The caution is against an egotist
ical self-assurance which would 
permit one to let down in his 
struggle toward spiritual vitality. 

2. Pain (10 :13). Since the flesh 
tends to rebel against anything 
which is painful the anguish as
sociated with . the struggle of 
Christian living can be a problem 
for the believer. A seminary stu-

*Dr. Phelps is president of 
Ouacliita University. 

dent, who had fought a call to 
preach for some time before fin
ally yielding to God's will, thought 
his problems would be over when 
he became a theological student 
and therefore was deeply dis
tressed when he .encountered both 
physical and fiscal difficulties. 
The Christian is not promised 
freedom from pain, but he is 
promised that he will not be 
tempted beyond the power of flesh 
or blood to bear. He is further 
promised that God will see to it 
that temptation has a way out so 
that it will never be impossible 
for the believer to bear it. 

3."Split-level Iivin·g." (10:14-
22) 

When a person becomes a 
Christian, he finds himself caught 
in the midst of two worlds-the 
world which God wills ·and · the 
world which svil controls. False 
gods, false forms of worship, false 
ideas tug at him constantly. The 

: temptation is to play it cozy and 
try to accommodate one's self to 
both orders, but. Paul stresses that 
this is impossible. "Y e cannot 
drink the cup of the Lord and the 
cup of devils; ye cannot be par
takers of the Lord's table and of 
·the table of devils." 

4. Another's conscience. ( 10:23-
33) 

Because a Christian is free from 
the binding restrictions of Juda
ism, Paul could eat meat bought 
at a "discount" market next to a 
pagan temple without feeling any 
qualms of conscience. However, 
the fact that this choice meat had 
first been offered to a pagan god 
or goddess did bpther some people 
who could not dissociate the meat 
and the worship. Paul therefore 
examines frankly the question, 
"Why should my freedom to eat 
be at the mercy of someone else's 
conscience?" (Phillips Tr.) He 
answers his own question by. mak
ing it clear that though all things 
may be legal they are not neces
sarily useful, · constructive, or 
helpful to !lis neighbor. Of prime 
concern must be not his own ad
vantage but his neighbor's, and 
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he therefore urges that nothing 
be done to cause others to stumble. 

III. The guide to self-discipline 
(I P.eter 4:1 -5) 

A Peter recognizes that the be
- liever who takes seriously the 

matter of Christian living and 
has nothing to do with "pagan 
purposes" of sensuality, lust, 
drunkenness, orgies, carousals, 
and false worship may be the 
object of ridicule of former 
friends who are peeved because 
he will not JOin them. Never 
worry, Peter says, they are the 
ones who are going to have to 
explain their behaviour to the one 
who is prepared to judge all men, 
living and dead. In other words, 
the Christian should play for the 
final verdict, and that verdict will 

. be God's. 
To play for this verdict, the 

believer is to look to Christ, who 
"hath suffered for us in the 
flesh." He should arm himself 
with the same inner attitude 
which Christ must have had and 
should dedicate himself to "the 
will of God." 

In a day when sins of the flesh 
are so widespread and open, even 
to the extent that a church in 
Chicago has installed a ba:r to 
serve liquor to members, attaining 
godly living is not easy. It re
quires the greatest self-discipline. 
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A Smile or Two 

And on the Sabbath ..• 

AT Vacation Bible School Par
ents' Night program (commence.., 
ment) a six-year-old group was 
being asked what God created on 
each of the first six days. 

Then came the question: "What 
did he do on the seventh day?" 

A pretty little lady gave the an
swer: "He slept!" - James F. 
Brewer, Helena. 

De-trailed 

"HOW long have you been driv
ing without a taillight, buddy?" 
demanded the policeman. 

The driver jumped out, ran to 
the rear of his car, and gave a low 
moan. His distress was so great 
that the cop was moved to ease up 
,1.1 him a bit. 

"Aw, come now," he said, "you 
don't have to take it so hard. It 
isn't that · serious." 

"It isn't?" cried the motorist. 
"What happened to my trailer?" 

No comment 

EMERGING frqm a beauty 
shop resplendent in a new coiffuer, 
a woman was confronted by a 
neighbor. 

"Why, Margie," said the neigh
bor, "what did you do to your 
hair? It looks like a wig." 
' ~'It is· a wig," Margie replied. 

"Well, my goodness," said the 
neighbor, "I'd never have known 
it." 

Beatie mania 

"WHAT do you think of the 
Beatles ?" asked the first Beatle 
fan. 

Replied the second Beatie 
fan: "I think they're a barbershop 
quat:tet that didn't get waited on." 

A SUCCESSFUL man is one 
who makes more money than his 
wife can spend. A successful wom
an is one who can find such a 
man. 
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August 29, 1965 

Church 
Sunday Training Ch. 
School Unton Addns. 

J::Sen·yvtlle Ft·eeman 
Btythev11le 

Hgts . 145 54 

.J.<...,irst 
Chapel 

Camden 
Cullendale First 
First 

Crossett 
First · 
Mt. Olive 

Et Dorado 
East Main 
First 
1mmanue1 
Trinity 

Gt·eenwood 
First 
Jenny Lind 

HatTison EagJc Hl"'ights 
Hope First 
Jacksonville 

FiJ"st 
Marshall Road 
Second 

Jaspe t· 
Jone~boro 

Central 
Nettleton 

Lavaca 
Little Rock 

Fore;t Hig-hlands 
Immanuel 
Ruseda1e 

McGehee Fh-st 
Chapel 

Magnolia Centntl 
Monticello Second 
Nm·th Little Rock 

Baring Cross 
Southside 

Calvat·y 
Gravel Ridge Fir:-tt 

Hunyan 
I.t-vy 
Pm·k Hill 
Sixteenth St. 
Sylvan Hills FiJ·st 

Pine Bluff 
Centennial 
Second 
South Side 

Tucker 
Howe's Chapel 
Siloam Spring::3 First 
Springdale 

Elmdale 
Fil·:;.t 

Stat· City First 
Texarkana Beech St. 

Community 
Van Buren 

First 
Second 

Ward Cocklebur 
WaiTen 

Fir~t 
Southsid<> 

Immanut>l 
Westside 

5~5 
71 

43~ 
480 

551 
215 

318 
802 
416 
196 

293 
152 
256 
441 

445 
148 
471 

70 

438 
25·1 
271 

2tili 
l.USS 

212 
407 
1:30 
63 7 

. 25~ 

282 
4~2 
288 
fill 

44 

462 
S3 
27 

442 

CUSTOM' MADE 

.207 
35 

In 
136 

150 
73 

97 
57~ 
165 

96 

ns 
118 
103 
125 

144 
68 

111 
38 

79 
111 
IH 

120 
419 
100 
1~0 
7~ 

2 0;) 
123 

I 04 
Sl 

22 1 
12 
50 

179 

ltl4 

112 
1:17 

19Ii 
47 
26 

2fi2 
()0 

7!) 

CHURCH FURNITURE 
,;.;~,..=::...Of Our S~ecial_ities 

Place Your Order With Us 
Please come by and see 

samples on display 
COX PLANING MILL 

and LUM~ER CO. 
Phone LY 8·2239 or LY 8·2230 

PIGGOTT, ARK. 

6 

1 
1 
6 
4 

1 
s 
3 

1 
3 

6 
4 
3 
5 

6 

Page Twenty-Three 



~ eltf!t6 1t6 

1te (,(),d, 

'Dt9e6t 
By Evangelial Press 

ANNOUNCEMENT has been 
been made of the establishment of 
an evangelical seminary in Paris, 
France, with classes scheduled to 
begin in October. Pr~parations 
for this historic event began in 
September, 1962, when delegates 
from 11 denominations met for 
the biennial congress of the 
"Eglises des Professants" (church
es that insist members make and 
maintain a clear profession of 
faith). The school's board of di
rectors includes representatives of 
eight established denominations 
and the following . missionary 
agencies: The Evangelical Al
liance Mission (TEAM), Greater 
Europe Mission, Belgian Gospel 

. Mission, Bible Christian Union, 
Christian and Missionary Alli
ance, and International Fellow
ship of Evangelical Sti.1dents. 

OFFICIAL date for the observ
ance of the 150th anniversary of 
the American Bible Society has 
been fixed as May 11-12, 1966. 

A PRESBYTERIAN minister 
who "gets mad at things" decided 
to do something about the lack of 
reasonably priced tutoring service 
in St. Louis. Rev. J . Robert House
man, pastor of Winnebago Presby
terian Church, has started a tutor
ing service at the church that is 
helping to curb the rising tide of 
school dropouts. 

Like many parents today, Mr. 
Houseman was told that his son 
would fail without tutoring. The 
minister could find only two pri
vate tutoring services in the St. 
Louis area. One charged $14 for 
a two-hour session and the other 

, wanted $15. 
"I couldn't afford it and I know 

most of the families around here 
couldn't afford it either," he said. 

MOSCOW Radio, in a lengthy 
commentary, hailed Pope Paul 
VI's recent call for a ban on nu
clear weapons as bound to "meet 
with the understanding of people 
of goodwill, of all those who hold 
dear the future of mankind." The 
pontiff's plea was made on Sun
day, Aug. 8, when, in a talk to 
pilgrims at the papal summer res
idence, ' he called attention to the 
20th anniversary of the atomic 
bomb attack on Hiroshima. 

DISCOVERY of a secret reli
gious publishing operation in Mos
cow was described in a Vatican 
Radio ' broadcast which called the 
occurrence "still further confirma
tion of the survival of religious 
convictions in the Soviet Un
ion. . ." Quoting Pravda, the 
broadcast said several persons had 
been arrested for operating a 
printing plant behind an electric 
light-bulb factory. About 400 
pounds of religious literature were 
confiscated. 

A NEPALESE minister of the 
Church of Christ has been freed 
after serving four and one-half 
years of a six-year prison term on 
a charge of conver ting eight Hin
dus to Christianity, it was learned 
in New York. According to word 
received by Methodist Board of 
Missions, the release of the Rev. 
Prem Pradhan was largely the 
result of a personal appeal to King 
Mahendra by Dr. Edgai· R. Mil
ler of Wilmington, Del., a pioneer 
Methodist missionary doctor to 
Nepal for 10 years and physician 
to the royal fami ly. 

WHITE Pi·otestant churches in 
the rural South are becoming the 
"last hiding places of segregation
ists, both in the pulpit and the 
pew," a Southern theologian and 
sociologist has. warned. Dr. Ear1 
D. C. Brewer, Atlanta, asserted 
that "soon the only segregated 
eating places in the South will be 
at the Lord's table. The 'white 
only' signs are coming down fast
er over sports arenas than spirit
ual altars." 

CHURCH members who l:!ee 
gambling as nothing more sinister 
than the "thrilling spectacle of 

Kentucky Derby or the vacation 
visit to a gambling casino" have 
contributed to a gambling indus
try which finances syndicated 
crime, a Southern Baptist clergy 
men declared at Glorieta, N. M. 

Dr. Jimmy R. Allen, Dallas, 
Christian Life Commission secre
tary for the Baptist General Con
vention of Texas, called gambling 
a "sinister threat" to the economic 
and moral life of · the nation. 

A STAMP series, recently is
sued by the government of Ecua
dor, honors the five young Ameri
can missionaries who were slain 
by the. Auca Indians in 1956. John 
Alsop, Wycliffe worker from Mex
ico, teacher at the Summer Insti
tute of Linguistics at the Univer
sity of Washington in Seattle, re
ceived a letter from Ecuador with 
the five pictorial stamps on it, the 
·first seen in the Northwest. 

EVANGELIST Billy Graham, 
in an address at Lake Junaluska, 
N. C., challenged Christians to 
"be just as revolutionary as the 
Communists and other groups that 
are fostering revolution all over 
the world. "Millions of people are 
marching for various causes," he 
told more than 5,000 people at 
the Methodist conference center, 
and "the greatest need in Ameri
ca is for a moral and spiritual re
vival to sweep like a prairie fire 
across the nation. Unless we have 

· it, our way of life could be 
doomed." 
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