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Rural Work Grows
Fast in Thailand

BANGKOK, Thailand—Baptist work in
Thailand is growing much faster in rural
areas than in cities and towns, according
to figures from a recent Southern Baptist
church-growth survey.

Compiled by missionary Bill Smith,
survey statistics show in rural churches
there are about 10 members now for every
oné member in 1970, reflecting a growth
rate of about 895 percent from 1970-1985.

In contrast, during the same period,
membership increased 79 percent in
Bangkok, the capital city, and 69 percent
in towns. The number of churches doubl-
ed in Bangkok but nearly tripled in rural
areas.

Polish Baptists
Report Growth

WARSAW, Poland—Twenty percent
growth in two years has been reported by

the Polish Baptist Union. Polish Baptists
numbered 3,049 at the end of 1986, 566
more than 1984’s membership. Union fun-
ding from its 50-plus churches has increas-
ed 100 percent during the same period.

Non-believers
See God’s Power

MORETAN, Togo—New Christians in an
African village were challenged about their
beliefs by those who practice traditional
African religions. Traditionalists told them
one Sunday they would give them three
days to pray to their God for rain. If their
God was strong, he would send rain to
their dry land. The Christians of only six
months were frightened. They thought of
waiting for mature Christians to arrive on
Wednesday, but instead prayed in their
new, simple faith. Rains came Monday and
Tuesday. The Christians asked the tradi-
tionalists, ‘““What do you think of our God
now?”’ They answered, ‘‘We think your
God is stronger than our gods.”

B G00D

NEWS /s

Who Do You
Work For?

Ephesians 6:5-9

A Baptist student publication carried the
following two lines of advertisement:
*‘God and Son: We've been doing business
with people like you for 2,000 years'’; and
‘‘Have you ever thought about going into
your Father’s business?”’

Christians are to serve Christ by work-
ing in the world with others. Writing to the
Ephesian Christians about Christian living,
Paul included some instructions to workers
and employers. In those days, most
workers were slaves, and most freemen
were masters of slaves. Both servant and
master, Paul said, are responsible to a
higher Master. His teaching will help
answer the question, ‘“Who do you work
for?”

You may work for someone else—The
person who works for someone is temp-
ted to do what the boss demands and lit-
tle more, but there is more to the Chris-
tians’s task than just pleasing his employer.
‘We accept secular labor as an opportunity
to serve Christ. The Master Carpenter re-
quires good work done wholeheartedly.
The man who says, ‘I will do only what
1 am made to do,”’ robs himself of his
freedom to work and robs Christ of his
rightful service.

You may work for yourself.—During the
days of slavery in America, Thoreau wrote,
‘‘I see young men, my townsmen, whose
misfortune it is to have inherited farms,
houses, barns, cattle, and farming tools; for
these are more easily acquired than got rid
of....It is hard to have a Southern
overseer; it is worse to have a Northern
one: but worst of all is when you are the
slave-driver of yourself.”

We are blessed to live in a free-enterprise,
industrial economy; but it is subject to
several problems. People are divided into
workers, managers, and owners. some
workers do not do good work. Some
employers manipulate and exploit people.
There are some owners who are not good
stewards. Under God, the owner and
manager are responsible how they treat the
worker and how they use their profits.

You may work for the Lord.—The key to
satisfaction in work is to do the will of God
with single-minded devotion. This is inter-
nal motivation. God will judge and reward
both master and servant.

Christians can see their daily work as a
service to God and gain strength from this
to work better. You can be a slave to your
work, or you can master it by letting Christ
master you.

Adapted from “Proclalm," Oct-Dec. 1979. Copyright
1979 The Sunday School Board of the Southern Baptist
Coaveatlon. All rights reserved. Used by permission. For
subscription Information, write to Material Services
Dept., 127 Niath Ave. North, Nashville, TN 37234.
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Stop the Holocaust

J. EVERETT SNEED

The Bible is clear, God is the giver of all
life. The Scripture teaches that human life
is sacred. Man is created in the image of
God. Hence, abortion on demand or abor-
tion used as birth control is in direct con-
tradiction with the teachings of the Scrip-
ture. We commend the 29 Southern Bap-
tists who were convened by the Christian
Life C; ion for their anti-abortion
statement. We are in agreement that
Southern Baptists must stand united in
stopping the holocaust of abortion on de-
mand and recognizing the sanctity of
human life, both born and unborn.

‘The Bible never speaks of abortion in the
sense that it is used today. There are three
references (jb. 3:16, Ps. 58:8, and Ec. 6:3-5)
that use the Hebrew word nepbel, which
can be translated as “‘untimely birth,”
“‘miscarriage,” or ‘‘abortion.” In each of
these instances, however, the writers are
lamenting the fact that they were born. To
them, at that moment, it seemed that it
would have been preferable for their
mothers to have miscarried.

In Exodus 21:22, we have a passage deal-
ing with accidental abortion. This passage
does not deal with the intentionally induc-
ed abortion that is so prevalent in our con-
temporary society. The passage does,
however, stress the sacredness of human
life.

While the Bible does not speak directly
to abortion, it contains many themes
which teach that God is the source of all
life (Jn. 1:3), that life is of infinite worth
(Jn. 3:16), that sex is a gift of God by which
humanity is endowed with the power of
procreation (Ge. 1:26-28), and that children
are a gift of God (Ps. 1127:3).

The Christian Life Commission group
convened by newly-elected CLC Executive
Director N. Larry Baker recently set forth
an important statement concerning abor-
tion. The statement said, ‘‘Human life from
conception is sacred and must be protected
and nurtured in all its aspects. Abortion at
any stage of pregnancy is ending human life
and is a grave act with tragic spiritual, emo-
tional, physical, and social consequences.
In those instances in which this divine
ideal is not fulfilled, there can be redemp-
tion in God'’s grace.

‘“Therefore, let us speak forcefully and
unequivocally against abortion on demand
and with all vigor encourage alternatives
to abortion.

July 30, 1987

‘‘Let us pledge ourselves to be compas-
sionate, aggressive agents of God 's grace
in nurturing human life and in taking God’s
grace to those caught up in the tragedy of
abortion.”

Until relatively recent years, all human
life, born and unborn, was considered
sacred and protected by the Judeo-
Christian ethic. It was only in the heathen
world that human life was taken lightly.
Both the Old and New Testaments give us
some insight into the thinking of the pagan
world. The Egyptian pharoah gave the
command that all male Jewish children
should be killed at birth (See Ex. 1:16ff).
The purpose of these murders was to main-
tain the supremacy of the Egyptian govern-
ment, as the children of Israel were
multiplying rapidly.

In the New Testament era, Herod the

Great had all of the children two years
of age and under killed in a desperate
attempt to protect his position as king of
the region. Herod even had several of his
10 wives killed, and at least three of his
sons. Obviously, Herod had no regard for
human life or for the Judeo-Christian
ethic. Later it was said by the emperor of
Rome, “‘I had rather be Herod’s pig than
his son."”

During the interbiblical period, it was
common practice for Greeks to carry their
newborn daughters away from the house
and leave them to die. Again, this illustrates
that, apart from the Judeo-Christian ethic,
human life has been of little value.

The most important question is, ‘“What
can we as Christians do?” Firs( it is

| that we emp the
value of human life. We must teach our
young people the biblical ethic regarding
the value of human life. Christians have a
responsibility to join hands in stopping the
holocaust of the estimated 1.2 million
abortions performed each year in the
United States.

Second, alternatives to abortion must be
made available. This means that crisis
pregnancy centers and adoption programs
must be developed and made available.

Finally, the sacredness of human sexuali-
ty must be taught to our young people. It
is imperative that our young people be
taught the importance of pre-marital chasti-
ty. With the prevailing worldly emphasis
on sexual promiscuity, this will require a
mammoth effort by our churches.

It is only as we work together that we
can stop the onslaught of abortions that are
taking place in our country today. As we
join our energies together, we can make a
measurable impact in stopping this tragedy.

Arkansas
Baptist
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DON MOORE

You'’ll Be Glad
To Know

“You will like this! It
is so fitting! As Tom
Logue completes his
active ministry with
us, 32 years as BSU
director, we will have
over 100 BSU
students completing
terms as summer mis-
sionaries. George Sims, BSU associate,
reports this record number to be the finest
we have ever had. They and their peers
have raised the support to keep them on
the fields this summer, Many of them will
end up as home and foreign missionaries
because of these rich experiences. Others
will be strong supporters of missions the
rest of their lives.

The coming of David James to succeed
Dr. Logue marks a most significant moment
in our history. No group of people touches
more people more lastingly than our cam-
pus BSU directors. We welcome David
James as he comes to give them the leader-
ship and support they need. Who knows,
Bro. James could be beginning a 32-year
ministry right now!

We extend our profound and deep j

gratitude to Tom and Ethel Logue for these

tremendous years of unselfish service to |

and for Arkansas Baptists.

cssese

“‘Don, no longer does Arkansas need to
worry about being last or least in the area

of youth ministry—we are leaders. Travel- |

ing across the country, I have neither seen

nor experienced anything to compare with |
the balance and benefits of the curriculum |

and staff of Super Summer."”
The above was written by a youth

worker who travels throughout the nation. |
I respect his opinion. His further remarks |;

commended your employee, Jim Lagrone,
for his leadership. Both Jim and I would
want to say a big word of appreciation to

the many youth ministers over the state |

who make up the steering committee and

Hughes pew cushions
Reversible or attached
Quality, comfort and beauty

We believe we can

save your church money

3 weeks delivery on fabric in stock
For free estimate call collect
Eugene Hughes, 353-6556
Route 2, Box 570

Gurdon, Ark. 71743

others who do so much to make Super
Summer the tremendous experience it is.

We are glad God has used cur denomina-
tional workers again as a catalyst and cqor~
dinator for God to do great things. We want
to make a difference.

Don Moore is executive director of the
ptist State Coventi

Letters
to the Editor

Too lucrative?

1 always enjoy reading the Arkansas Bap-
tist and keeping up with current happen-
ings in our state as well as Southern Bap-
tists in surrounding states. I truly believe
this magazine should be sent to every adult

member of a Southern Baptist church in
hopes the newef, younger members will
become ‘“‘readers’’ instead of “listeners.””
So many good thoughts are presented by
older, wiser heads with many years of ex-
perience, who are humble and sincere con-
cerning Southern Baptist doctrine. The
“‘ego’” has become so prevalent in some of
the younger preachers who seem to take
a “me” attitude—"‘I am running things
here and if you don't like it, get out!"

1 as especially thrilled when I read the
thoughts of Walter H. Watts, Ft. Smith, in
his letter to the editor in the ABN of July
2. He so clearly described the services in
some of our churches. Many times, I, too,
have felt like a puppet or child in grade
school, being told everything to do. I am
wondering why these preachers do not
join with another faith that condones this
type of behavior? Could it be the benefits
offered by our Baptist organization are
much more lucrative?—Ruby F. Parker,
Gentry

See the great Passion Play & stay
at Keller's Country Dorm: Resort
(for groups of 12 or more)!

Rt. 4, Eureka Springs, AR 72632
New air conditioning, in-ground pool
$7.50 tickets, lodging and meals

Al for $21 each! Call (501)253-8418 today!

5 Sound Systems
o For Churches
Factory Direct
Simple Installation
CALL COLLECT 501-354-1892
LANCO INDUSTRIES
RT. 2 BOX 87 « MORRILTON, AR 72110
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by Bill Oakley
Southern Baptist College

In the remaining months
of the year, many people
will be taking stock of their
financial situation. This is
a popular time for making
charitable gifts. Even
though cash gifts provide a
large percentage of
charitable contributions,
there are many other
available avenues of giving
that are worthy of con-
sideration. One of these
methods is the giving of
property. The limited space
in this article will not per-
mit a thorough presenta-
tion of this subject, but it

will allow the sharing of a
few options that are
available.

A donor who gives an
outright, irrevocable gift of
real property, such as a
residence, farm, other plots
of land or buildings, to or
for the use of charity ob-
tains all the tax advantages
that are common to gifts of
appreciated property. The
donor receives an income
and gift tax charitable con-
tribution deduction equal
to the fair market value of
the property. The deduc-
tion enables the donor to
reduce the cost of making
the gift, and frees cash that
otherwise would have
been used to pay taxes.

A bargain sale is a sale of
property in which the
amount of the sale’s pro-
ceeds is less than the pro-
perty’s fair market value.
‘When such a sale is made
to a qualified charitable
organization, the excess of

the fair market value of the
property over the sale
price  represents  a
charitable contribution to
the organization. It is
almost always preferable to
make a bargain sale with
long-term capital gain pro-
perty that is not subject to
the reduction rules than to
sell the property and make
a cash contribution of the
same amount from the
sale's proceeds. The tax
benefits for the donor are
much greater when the
former course is followed.
A remainder interest gift
by deed is an arrangement
in which a donor ir-
revocably conveys to chari-
ty a remainder interest in a
residence or farm. In
return, the donor receives
an immediate charitable in-
come tax deduction based
on the present value of the
property at the time of the
gift. By retaining a life in-
terest in the property, the
donor is free to use and en-
joy it for the rest of his or
her life. The donor con-
tinues to be responsible for
payment of property taxes,
insurance premiums, and
maintenance. Upon the
donor’s death, the charity
assumes complete owner-
ship of the property,
bypassing probate and
estate administration.
Public stocks that are
regularly traded on na-
tional stock exchanges,
local exchanges, or in over-
the-counter markets are the
most traditional forms of
noncash gifts and among
the easiest for the charity

CHARITABLE GIVING: Third in a four-part series

Property Gifts

to use. The tax benefits to
the donor are as good as,
or in many instances better
than, any of the other
types of property gifts.
Publicly traded stocks are
commonly owned by those
donors who can make ma-
jor contributions and,
because they often carry
otherwise taxable apprecia-
tion, they are attractive to
most donors. These stocks
are ideal for deferred gifts
made through charitable
remainder trusts, pooled
income funds, gift an-
nuities, and charitable in-
come trusts.

Government and cor-
porate bonds with a high
value due to impending
maturity are good pro-
spects for charitable giving.
The donor may give the
bonds, get a charitable
deduction, and avoid
realization of any capital
gain, unless the bond’s
redemption is already at a
stage at which it cannot be
stopped.

This list of options is by
no means complete, but
the article is intended on-
ly to acquaint the reader
with the possibilities of
charitable contributions
that do not involve an
outgo of cash from the
donor. If you would like to
know more about proper-
ty gifts as methods of
charitable giving, or need
counsel regarding your
estate planning, contact
Bill Oakley, Development
Officer, Southern Baptist
College, Walnut Ridge, AR
72476; phone 886-6741.

A SMILE OR TWO

Seven deadly sins: politics without principle, wealth without work, pleasure
without conscience, knowledge without character, business without morality,
science without humanity, and worship without sacrifice.

—E. Stanley Jones

‘Missions Advance 87-89’
Prayer Partners
Needed

The scope of **Missions Advance 87-89"
requires prayer support, therefore, you are
invited to become a “‘Prayer Partner” in
this effort.

“‘Missions Advance 87-89'" is a plan

d to chall every S n Bap-
tist church in' Arkansas to consider increas-
ing Cooperative Program gifts. The
challenge will be based on a study of the
biblical basis of the Cooperative Program
and an examination of the effectiveness of
the Cooperative Program.

Ninety-two people have been trained to
present this challenge to Arkansas chur-
ches. All they need is a request. There is
no cost to the church inviting a speaker.
Call 376-4791 or write: Missions Advance
87-89, Arkansas Baptist State Convention,
PO. Box 552, Little Rock, AR 72203.

If you will be willing to serve as a
“Prayer Partner,” please mail the follow-
ing form to the above address. You will
receive additional information and a list of
the task force members.

Prayer Partner

| |
| |
| |
] Commitment }
: Yes, I want to :
| make a com- |
| MISSIONS — mitment to 1
| ADVANCE pray for “‘Mis- |
| 87-89  sions Advance |
| 87-89" on a |
: regular basis. :
| |
| Name |
1 |
| Street |
| |
| City |
| I
| State Zip |
| |
| . |
| Mail to: |
1 ‘“‘Prayer Partners”’ |
| PO. Box 552 :
| Little Rock, AR 72203 |
O Y S O (S S-S J

Qu i
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Used 12 and 15 passenger vans, special prices
to churches, (501) 2684490, 1500 E. Race,

Searcy 72143. Larry Carson, owner

July 30, 1987
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N FAITH AT WORK

Taking Christ To Cowboys

Texan rounds up souls in unlikely places

by Mark Wingfield
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary

HALTOM CITY, Texas—Three words on
an oversized foam cowboy hat in Ted
Pressley’s office roundup his ministry—
‘“Jesus Loves Cowboys."”

The souvenir hat is but one of many
western items crowding the walls of
Pressley’s triangular office in an old bank
building in northeast Fort Worth. From this
humble headquarters, Pressley leads an
evangelistic organization that includes 108
chapters in 17 countries.

After graduation from Southwestern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary in 1972, Pressley
founded Cowboys for Christ as 2 ministry
to the rodeo profession. His work has now
expanded to include the entire livestock
industry.

Pressley preaches at horse shows, stock
shows, and other livestock events several
times each week. Now approaching 50,
Pressley is a slender man, with red hair and
a handlebar mustache.

Prior to attending Southwestern, Pressley
managed quarter horse and thoroughbred
ranches and competed in rodeos. “‘God
saved my soul and called me to preach,”
he said.

““I really didn’t want to go to seminary,”
Pressley recalled. “‘So I put in for
Southwestern because I figured I couldn’t
get in—and there we were.”

Pressley is certain his ministry should be
to cowboys. ‘““God called me to the
cowboys and I'm going to stay with them.”

““The cowboys will receive their own
kind,” Pressley said. An outsider may have
the same gospel, but might not get the
cowboys' attention, he said.

Pressley’s commitment to cowboys has
also led him to minister in prisons. ‘A lot
of cowboys get in prison,”’ he said. ‘“They
don’t know Jesus and end up in the pen.””

Pressley preaches to anyone who will
listen. “‘If the sucker’s got a soul, I'll tell
him about Jesus,’”’ he said.

That openness takes him to places great
and small. One day he may preach in a
small New Mexico village to 10 men and
the next day to thousands in a coliseum.
““There’s no difference. A soul’s a soul.”

At a recent horse show in South Dakota,
Pressley was on the program ‘‘right next

to the hootchy-kootchy girls,” he said.
Ninety-nine people were saved.

For the past nine years, Cowboys for
Christ has conducted worship services at
the All American Quarter Horse Congress
in Columbus, Ohio. The event draws
430,000 people.

The show's organizers provide the wor-
ship time to attract Christian rodeo par-
ticipants in the show. That motive is fine
with Pressley because ‘‘the Christians get
illuminated, and the lost people get saved.”

Pressley writes a syndicated column call-
ed “‘Rule Book Talk"' for secular livestock
magazines. All rodeo riders have a rule
book they must follow, Presley said. ‘‘My
rule book, of course, is the Bible!"

Pressley has appeared on television pro-
grams on CBN, PTL, and the BBC.
Cowboys for Christ produces video pro-
grams that are shown on cable networks.

Despite the far-flung reaches of his
ministry, Pressley realizes he cannot single-
handedly win the world for Christ.

“*'God told me, ‘I want you to bloom
where you're planted,’ ' Pressley said. “'If
you bloom where you're planted, seeds are
going to fall and spread.””

Seeds of the Cowboys for Christ ministry
have blossomed all over the world, so that
Pressley’s ministry often extends beyond
the cowboy circuit, especially in foreign
countries. Last year while in Poland, he
preached at the nation’s largest Catholic
church, home church of Pope John Paul II.

From that trip he has a Polish coat-of-
armor the people gave him. That token
hangs on his office wall among the bran-
ding irons, spurs, and stuffed animal heads.

Pressley also has hung a collection of
horseshoes on the wall, with the open ends
facing down. He purposely hung them that
way, against the cowboy tradition that
horseshoes should be hung upside down
so the luck won't run out.

““I don't live by luck,” Pressley says. *'I
live by Jesus.”

Ted Pressley believes bis calling is to bloom where God has planted bim, which bap-
pens to be among cowboys.

WMU Leader & Member Training
» Ten Conferences

DISCOUNTED AIR FARES.. 3. 30%

TO EUROPE* FROM LITTLE ROCK TO THE ORIENT*
London $31 Tokyo $384
Manchester 8315 Taipei $355

$365 Seoul $317
Dusseldorf $333 Hong Kong $390
Frankfurt $333 Bangkok 8449
Munich $349 Singapore $425
Zurich/Geneva $354

*One-way fares effective June 1, based on roundtrip travel on scheduled airlines. Govevnmanl fees and
taxes additional - $23 roundtrip. Fares subject to change. Some restrictions apply

wosirovs AIRVALUE ..o

1817 S. Broadway ® P.0.Box 8146 e Tyler, Texas 75711
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Listening to

by Mark Kelly “
Managing Editor, Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine

Larry Baker is listening to Southern
Baptists.

The new executive director of the SBC
Christian Life Commission has taken on a
rigorous travel schedule since his election
in January: Oregon and Alabama, Arizona
and North Carolina, eleven states all told.
He has been conducting what he calls
‘‘Listening Posts,”” meeting with Southern
Baptists in their local settings to hear their
ideas and suggestions about the denomina-
tion's moral concerns agency.

Baker conducted one such ‘‘Listening
Post’" in Fort Smith July 6 at the Concord
Association office. Approximately 30
pastors and lay people from western Arkan-
sas and eastern Oklahoma gathered to
voice their concerns about Southern Bap-
tists and moral issues.

A wide range of issues surfaced during
the meeting, including abortion, por-
nography, suicide, and sex education. Par-
ticipants told Baker they wanted materials
which approached important issues from
a biblical base, sounding a clearer ‘‘Thus
saith the Lord"" on problems which peo-
ple confront in their daily lives.

Baker, who is a former pastor of chur-
ches at Doddridge and Fayetteville, explain-
ed that the Christian Life Commission pur-
sues four responsibilities: producing
resources and materials; offering con-
ferences; serving as a consultant for in-
dividuals, churches, associations, and state
conventions; and testifying before Con-
gress in behalf of Southern Baptist interests.
He told participants that one of his com-
mitments was to do ‘‘the very best job
possible”” providing the biblical foundation
for Christian moral views.

While reminding participants that the
CLC must help Baptists understand the
various positions taken by Christians on
different issues, Baker contended that
Southern Baptists are in far greater agree-
ment on moral concerns than many
believe.

He illustrated that agreement by pointing
to a strong statement on abortion ham-

Wanda Stephens, M.D.

Christian Psychiatrist
501-225-9750

Baptists

mered out during a two-day national con-
sultation in May. That statement supported
the sanctity of human life, opposed abor-
tion on demand, and called for strong ac-
tion to fight abortion and minister to per-
sons ‘‘caught in the tragedy of abortion.”
CLC Chairman Lynn Clayton called it “'a
declaration of war against abortion that all
Southern Baptists can move on."

Although most Baptists would disagree
on the exceptions which might be allow-
ed, virtually all stand in agreement that
abortion on demand is wrong, Baker said.
That concern “‘cuts across all lines and tags
and groups'' and Southern Baptists should
be able to find enough common ground in
it to join united in the battle against abor-
tion, he asserted. Baker also noted the
Christian Life Commission is planning a
conference on abortion in August which
will deal with the theme: ‘“Choosing Life:
Southern Baptists and Abortion.”

Baker pledged to ‘‘be as responsive as
possible’’ to Southern Baptist needs and
promised he would do his best to help
Southern Baptists “‘apply the gospel in the
places where they live.”

Concord Association Director of Mis-
sions Ferrell Morgan characterized the
meeting as ‘‘very, very helpful and infor-
mative’ and commented that he believed
people “went away feeling like they had
met an honest man."

Brooks Hayes
Award To Dunn

by J. Everett Sneed
Editor, Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine

The annual Brooks Hays Award was
recently presented by Second Church, Lit-
tle Rock, to James Dunn, executive direc-
tor of the Baptist Joint Committee on
Public Affairs. In making the presentation,
Pastor Billy White enumerated some of the
ways the Baptist Joint Committee has
helped Southern Baptists:

—Aided the Annuity Board in its efforts
to protect the retirement interest of
ministers,

—Assisted in the passage of the Equal Ac-
cess legislation (a law that provides for
Christian clubs in high schools to convene
where other such clubs are meeting),

—Worked to stop the appointment of an

ambassador to the Vatican by the United
States,
—Assisted the Foreign Mission Board in
stopping missionaries from paying taxes at
home when they were paying taxes in the
country where they were serving.

White d that the Brooks Hays
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Award is presented annually to individuals
who have rendered unusual and worth-
while benevolent services. The award also
is intended to honor the memory of Con-
gressman Brooks Hays, who was a long-
time member and Sunday School teacher
at Second Church. Congressman Hays also
was a past president of the Southern Bap-
tist Convention.

Several bers of the late C
Hays family were present, including Mrs.
Hays; a son, Arkansas Supreme Court
Justice Steele Hays; and a daughter and her
husband, Bill and Betty Brooks Bell.

Dunn spoke from the book of Galatians
on the subject of freedom. He said, “All
evangelism and missions is predicated on
freedom. A forced confession is no confes-
sion at all”" 5

Dunn emp that because h
Baptists believe in soul competency they
don't want to force people to pray nor do
they want government money. ‘‘Our goal
is a free church in a free state,”’ he said.

Super Summer
‘Best Yet’

The 1987 version of Super Summer at
Ouachita Baptist University June 29 - July
3 was the “‘best yet,” according to event
coordinator Jim Lagrone.

The 624 paid registrations from 70 chur-
ches represented a 20 percent increase over
the 1986 event, and nearly one-third of all
those- registered recorded a decision of
some sort, Lagrone explained.

Twenty-eight teenagers made professions
of faith, and 170 rededications were
recorded, Lagrone said. Six young people
commitments to special service.

Super Summer is a week-long event
focusing on evangelism and discipleship
training for older youth. This year’s pro-
gram featured youth communicator Rick
Ousley and musician Al Denson. Eighteen
seminars were offered during the week,
dealing with topics ranging from drama to
teen suicide. According to Lagrone, the teen
suicide seminar, conducted by Mike Curry
of Little Rock, drew more than 50 youth
to each of the two sessions.

Lagrone complimented Ouachita on the
“‘superb job” OBU staffers did in prepar-
ing to host the conference. He said the
response from the young people was ‘‘the
best yet’’ for the program.

Super Summer is sponsored by the
Evangelism Department of the Arkansas
Baptist State Convention in coordination
with a steering committee composed of
youth ministers in Arkansas Baptist chur-
ches. Pat Batchelor of Cedar Heights
Church, North Little Rock, chaired the
steering committee this year.
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Arkansas All Over

People

Edgar W. Bryan III was honored July 5
by Matthews Memorial Church in Pine
Bluff, recognizing his five years of service
as pastor. He was presented a plaque dur-
ing the morning worship service, and in
the evening service he was presented with
a suit and an anniversary album contain-
ing cards and letters from church members,
friends, and fellow pastors. A fellowship for
the Bryan family closed the evening
service.

Robert Leslic Willis Jr. joined the staff
of Life Line Church in Little Rock July 12
as minister of music, coming there from
Brinkley First Church, where he had serv-
ed as minister of music for seven years. He
also has served on the staff of Carlisle First
Church, Philadelphia Church in Jonesboro,
and Travis Avenue Church in Fort Worth,
Texas. A native of Marianna, he is a graduate
of Arkansas State University and
Southwestern Baptist Theological

. Willis and his wife, Rebecca,
have three children, James, John, and
Rebekah.

Fred Nally has resigned as pastor of Har-
ris Chapel, Pangburn, following more than
five years of service, to join the staff of a
Sherwood church.

A.D. Corder resigned July 12 as pastor of
Pleasant Valley Church, Heber Springs.

Bob Guess has resigned as pastor of
Belleville Church. He and his family will
move to Rector, where he is the newly
elected superintendent of schools.

B ie Foster has igned as pastor of
Plainview Church. He and his family are
now residing in Heber Springs.

Kelly Duna resigned July 5 as pastor of
Rover Church to serve as pastor of First
Church, Ackerly, Texas

Rawls Pierce has joined the staff of Mount
Olive Church in North Crossett as associate
pastor fo senior adults,

Jim Burleson has accepted a call to join
the staff of Two Rivers Church in Nashville,
‘Tenn., going there from the staff of First
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Bryan

Southern Church in Del City, Okla. He is
the son of Jim and Shirley Burleson of Lit-
tle Rock. He was ordained to the ministry
July 5 at Geyer Springs First Church in Lit-
tle Rock, where his father serves as minister
of music.

Jack Nicholas was elected vice-chairman
of the Southern Baptist Education Commis-
sion at its annual meeting June 28-29 in
Kansas City, Mo. Nicholas is president of
Southern Baptist College in Walnut Ridge.

Barbara Long recently celebrated 17 years
of service on the staff of Little Rock Second
Church, where she is currently serving as

Bobby Busck has joined the staff of Ben-
ton First Church as assistant pastor. He is
a graduate of Baylor University and
Southwestern Baptist Theological
Seminary. He and his wife, Marilyn, have
three children.

Dennis C. Corder began serving July 12
as pastor of Providence Church, Fayet-
teville. He is a graduate of Midwestern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary, Southern Bap-
tist College, and Louisiana College. He has
served as pastor of churches in Louisiana
and Missouri. Corder and his wife, Tracy,
and their son, Danny Lee, moved there
from Fort Benning, Ga.

Gary Allen has joined the staff of First
Church, Warren, as minister of music and
youth. He graduated July 17 from
Southwestern Baptist Theological
Seminary. A native of Dallas, he has been
serving Plymouth Park Church in Irving,
Texas, as director of young adult and junior
high ensemble. He and his wife, Laura,
began their work in Warren July 26.

of Dumas is serving as

director of both the ki -
school and Lake Nixon Day Camp.

Paul Durell Vaughan of El Dorado was
recently graduated from Samford Univer-
sity in Birmingham, Ala. with a bachelor
of arts degree.

John Henderson Lanier Jr. of Little Rock
was recently graduated from Samford
University in Birmingham, Ala., with a
bachelor of general studies degree.

Jimmy Karam, a member of Immanuel
Church, Little Rock, shared his testimony
July 18 with the Brotherhood and Woman's
Missionary Union at Crystal Hill Church,
Little Rock. He spoke July 19 at a National
Baptist church in North Little Rock and was
speaker at Central Church, Bald Knob, Aug.
23. Karam also will share his testimony in
the Aug. 2 services of Bingham Road
Church in Little Rock.

Vowan has resigned as pastor
of Friendship Church, Marianna. Vowan,
who is retiring as a full-time Southern Bap-
tist pastor, will be available for supply
preaching or revivals. He and his wife,
Helen, will reside in Moro, where she is a
teacher in the school system.

Malcolm Sample is serving as pastor of
Antioch Church, Beebe.

pastor of Tichnor Church.

Mike Hattabaugh has das

of youth at Second Church in Arkzdclphia
to attend New Orleans Baptist Theological
Seminary. He is a graduate of Henderson
State University.

Mark Brookhart has das

of education and cvangclism at Central
Church, Hot Springs, to serve as pastor of
First Church, Wrightstown, N.J. Brookhart
also has served as pastor of a Dardanelle
church and as minister of education and
youth at Second Church, Russellville, and
First Church, Berryville. He is a graduate
of Southwestern Baptist Theological
Seminary and John Brown University.

Martin Thielen, pastor of West Helena
First Church, has had a book, Getting
Ready for Sunday: A Practical Guide For
Worship Planning, accepted by Broadman
Publishers in Nashville with release cur-
rently scheduled for Feb. 1, 1989.

Mike Spradlin was ordained to the
preaching ministry July 26 at'Sunset Lane
Church in Little Rock, where he made his
profession of faith in 1977 and was licens-
ed to the ministry in 1978. He currently
serves as assistant pastor of Hughes First
Church.
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‘West Memphis First Church youth and
sponsors served in the Rio Grande Valley
area of Texas and Mexico July 10-19.
Backyard Bible Clubs, worship services,
and fellowship with area churches were the
clements of this project, coordinated by
Jeff Ginn, minister of youth.

‘Warren First Church is hosting the youth
choir from First Church, Florence, Miss.,
for a concert July 30.

Morrilton First Church had a foreign
mission emphasis July 19 when former
pastor Coy Sample and Mrs. Sample were
present and spoke on their mission work
in Africa.

Forest Highlands Church in Little Rock
senior high youth conducted children’s Big
A Clubs at the church July 20-24, canvass-
ing nearby apartment complexes for par-
ticipants. The congregation recognized L.C.
‘Thomas July 19 for his 20 years of janitorial
service.

El Paso First Church recently voted to
establish the last Sunday in April as a date
for its annual Homecoming Day.

Osceola First Church held a service July
12 to dedicate a grand piano given to the
church by John and Sherri Edrington of
Dallas, Texas, as a memorial to his father,
John Andrew Edrington.

North Park Chapel in Van Buren receiv-
ed a New Congregation Recognition Cer-
tificate June 28. Pastor Murl Walker was
presented the certificate by Jack Ramsey,
field consultant for the Arkansas Baptist
State Convention. Van Buren First Church
is chapel sponsor.

Van Buren First Church received a New
Work Sponsor Certificate June 28 for its
sponsorship of two missions in Van Buren.
Pastor Stanley Daniel received the cer-
tificate from Jack Ramsey, field consultant
for the Arkansas Baptist State Convention.

Oak Grove Church at Ashdown recently
installed a steeple given by family members
in memory of Mr. and Mrs. William
Golden. New choir robes have been
donated in honor of Mr. and Mrs. Luther
Dowdy by their family.

Hopewell Church at Atkins celebrated the
50th anniversary of its present building
with homecoming June 14. Special music
was provided by Susan and Phillip Haney.

Quitman Church young adult men’s Sun-
day School class has accepted the respon-
sibility of maintaining the Arkansas Baptist
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State Convention disaster relief bus. They
also will be responsible for driving the bus
to emergency sites.

Geyer Springs First Church in Little
Rock ordained Jim Burleson to the ministry
and licensed both Brian Briley and Paul
Smith to the ministry on July 5.

Springdale First Church is sponsoring
extension Sunday School classes at the
Pleasant Valley and Holland Nursing
Homes and at the Butterfield Trail Village
Retirement Center. Serving as teachers are
Wayne Oglesbee, J.O. Whitaker, Charlie
Foster, and CIliff Jenkins.

Rogers Immanuel Church youth and
sponsors returned July 19 from a mission
tour which included musical performances
in Green Trails Church and along the river-
front area in St. Louis; ministering at six
campg; ds in the , Mo., area;
and a musical performance at Eagle Heights
Church, Harrison.

Gentry First Church youth and sponsors
have returned from a mission trip to
Richland, Mo., where they assisted a new
Southern Baptist church with outreach
ministries.

New Life Church near Benton broke
ground July 26 for a new building. James
R. Swedenburg, director of missions for
Central Association, was speaker. The first
shovel of dirt was turned by Jimmy
Johnson, the church's oldest member.
Lester Aldridge is pastor.

‘West Helena Second Church mission
team will be in Okahumpha, Fla., Aug. 3-10
to assist with a Vacation Bible School at
First Church. Danny Petrie, a former Se-
cond Church pastor, serves as pastor of the
Florida church.

Vimy Ridge Immanuel Church will con-
‘duct a Vacation Bible School Aug. 3-7.
““The Bible, God’s Treasure Book'' will be
theme for the sessions. Pastor Ronald
Mimms will serve as director.

Park Hill Church in North Little Rock will
sponsor an aerobirhythm’s workshop Aug.
14-15 which will include both basic train-
ing for beginning instructors and sessions
on exercise, nutrition, stress management,
and spiritual development. Bobby Shows,
minister of activities, is serving as
coordinator.

Monticello First Church youth were
recently in Fort Worth, Texas, to present
the musical “‘Forever’ at the All Churches’
Childrens Home.

Cabot Second Church ordained JW.
Taylor to the deacon ministry July 12. Joe

Craft of Forrest City preached the ordina-
tion message and WT. Byrum, director of
missions for Caroline Association, served
as interrogator.

Midway Church near Melbourne observ-
ed its eighth anniversary with its first
homecoming July 26. Former pastors Don
Sanders and Ralph Allmon were speakers.

Wynne Church ordained John Randolph
Gardner Jr. to the preaching ministry July
19. Gardner is the son of Mrs. J.R. Gard-
ner and the late Mr. Gardner of Wynne. He
has been called to join the staff of First
Church in Atlanta, Ga., as associate pastor
for singles ministries. He is a graduate of
Wynne High School, the University of
Arkansas, and Dallas Theological Seminary.
For the past two years, he has served on
the Dallas Seminary staff and has taught in
the singles department of First Church,
Dallas.

Ouachita Church at Sparkman will
celeb its 100th i y Aug. 23.
Former members and pastors will be
special guests for activities which will
begin with sharing of experiences session
rather than Sunday School. A noon meal
and afternoon service will conclude the
celebration, according to Pastor Dennis

Tyner.

Tilton Church observed homecoming
June 28 with morning services, 2 noon
meal, an afternoon musical program, and
an evening baptismal service in which
Pastor Larry Finley baptized two
candidates.

Pleasant Valley Church at Heber Springs
ordained Loyd Waller .to the deacon
ministry June 28.

Batesville Calvary Church held a service
July 12 to ordain Bill Allen, George
Brickell, Bill Dugger, and Mike Middlecamp
to the deacon ministry. Pastor Johnny Ross
served as moderator.

Hindsville First Church celebrated pay-
ment of its indebtedness on education and
fellowship space with a noteburning ser-
vice June 28. Pastor Bob Jones moderated
the service in which Harold Gateley, direc-
tor of mi for b Madi:
Association, and deacons Jack Fullerton,
C.G. Mason, and Melvin White
participated.

Hot Springs First Church celebrated the
25th y of the first hip ser-
vice held in its auditorium with a Day of
Rededication July 19. Special guests were
Norman Sutton and David Blaylock, who
served as minister of education and
minister of music 25 years ago.
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Students Facing
‘Critical Time’

David James believes these are critical
days for college students. Confronted as
never before with a complex set of
challenges to their
character and convic-
tions, students need
more than ever to be
brought face-to-face
with the person of
Jesus Christ.

‘“This is a critical
time for students,’
says James, who will
begin serving in
August as director of
Baptist Student ministries for the Arkansas
Baptist State Convention. ‘‘Students are fac-
ing crisis times, but crisis times can also be
growing times.

““That’s why I have given my life to
students. If we can impact them at this
point in their lives, we can make a dif-
ference in the world.”

James recalls that his college days at East
Central State University in Ada, Okla., had
been a key. time in his own life. He
remembers that the example of his college
BSU director and his own involvement in
Baptist Student Union—first as freshman
president and eventually as state

president—taught him how to care for
others and how to assume responsibility.
*I saw how important BSU had been in my
life, and 1 wanted to give my life to
students,” he says.

And the tenor of the times leads him to
believe that spiritual on the na-
tion's campuses is not only possible, but
imperative. “‘Our leaders tomorrow will
come from the student population of to-
day,” he notes. ‘“We must reach them and
train them if we are to reach the world for
Christ.”

James believes ministry with students on
campus should see students develop in four
areas: commitments, convictions,
character, and competencies. If Baptist Stu-
dent Union is achieving its goals, it will be
helping students understand what to do,
what to believe, and who they are, as well
as to become more proficient at doing
ministry well.

The college campus offers a more varied,
more vast ministry field than ever before,
James believes, and Baptist Student Union
should respond to this challenge as an ex-
tension of the church on campus.

I like student ministries because you
can be more specialized in ministering to
student needs than you can from the
pulpit,”’ James asserts. ‘‘But the BSU still
is an extension of the church. If it ever
ceases to be that, it has ceased to be what
it was created to be”

ABN photo / Mark Kelly

Open House—Benton First Church beld an open bouse July 12 for its recently com-

Dleted ed and

8. The 25,411-square-foot, three-story

complex bouses cburcb ofﬁces a cboir suite, and educational space adequate for 13

adult depar d glass de

from the original church sanctuary were

incorporated in the new
Everett is pastor.
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Four Staff
Positions Filled

The Arkansas Baptist State Convention
has filled four positions vacated by retire-
ment and resignation.

Willis Belken

David James, director of religious ac-
tivities and Baptist Student Union at
Oklahoma Baptist University, Shawnee,
Okla., will succeed Tom Logue as state
director of Baptist Student Union. Logue
will retire in August after 32 years in that
position.

James, 36, is a graduate of East Central
State University, Ada, Okla., and
Southwestern Baptist Theological
Seminary, Fort Worth, Texas. He formerly
directed Baptist campus ministries in Tulsa
and Miami, Okla., and has served as
associate or interim pastor of churches in
Oklahoma.

Scott Willis will become director of the
Baptist Student Union at Arkansas Tech in
Russellville. He will succeed Steve Masters,
who accepted a campus ministry position
in Oklahoma.

Willis, 31, is a graduate of Ouachita Bap-
tist University and Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary in Louisville, Ky. He
formerly was director of the Baptist Stu-
dent Union ministries at the Medical Col-
lege of Georgia and Augusta (Ga.) College.

Bruce Venable will become associate
director of the Baptist Student Union at
Arkansas State University, Jonesboro. He
will succeed Keith Inman, who accepted
a campus ministry position in Kentucky.

Venable, 26, is a graduate of Arkansas
State University and Southwestern
Seminary. He has been employed as a men-
tal health worker in Fort Worth, Texas, and
formerly served as a youth director for
churches in Paragould and Walcott and
Fort Worth. He also was a Student To Stu-
dent Worker at Arkansas State.

John Belken will serve as chaplain at the
Cummins Unit of the Arkansas State
Department of Correction. Belken suc-
ceeds Oscar Barrow.

Belken, 33, is a graduate of Dallas Bap-
tist College and Southern Seminary.
Formerly employed as a parole officer and
corrections officer in Texas, Belken also has
served as a chaplain for a Texas children’s
home and an education and youth direc-
tor for a Texas church. He also previously
served as a chaplain intern at Cummins.

ARKANSAS BAPTIST NEWSMAGAZINE



King Dies In
Little Rock

W. Dawson King died July 15 in Little
Rock at age 98. His memorial services were
held July 18 at First Church, Little Rock,
where he had served
as associate pastor
since 1959.

King and his wife,
the late Ruth Esther
Pye King, had served
as missionaries to
China for 18 years.
He had served Arkan-
sas Baptists in a {8
number of positions
for 14 years.

In China, he taught in Graves Theologi-
cal Seminary in Canton. and in Arkansas
he had served as superintendent of Arkan-
sas’ ministers’ retirement plan for the Relief
and Annuity Board in Dallas; as assistant
bookkeeper in the executive department;
as ABSC recording secretary from 1948-
1958; and Pulaski Assocation treasurer.

In addition, he had served as pastor of
South Highland and Hebron Churches in
Little Rock, as well as a mission sponsored

Walk Through
the Old Testament
In One Fun
and Exciting Day!

Come Away Knowing More
About the Old Testament
Than You Ever Dreamed Possible!

By matching our novel hand signs with key

events, people, and concepts of Scripture,
you'll get a fresh new handle on the Bible!

Walk Through the Bible Seminar
*Second Baptist Church, Conway
Aug. 22,1987 9 am-5pm
Summer Discount Tuition
Call 327-6565

Campers on Mission
Area Meetings
Southeast: July 31 - Aug. 1
Lake Chicot
Lake Village
4 Northeast: Aug. 14-15
Village Creek State Park
Wynne
Southwest: Aug. 20-23
DeGray State Park
Arkadelphia
For more Information, contact:
P.0. Box 552, Little Rock, AR 72203
(501) 376-4791
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by Little Rock Second Church.

King attended the University of Arkan-
sas and Ouachita Baptist University. He was
a graduate of George Peabody College in
Nashville, Tenn., and Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary in Louisville, Ky.

Memorials may be made to the building
fund at First Church, where the children's
education building, housing his diaries and
other records of his missionary work and
pastoral services, bears his name.

Boyce Bible School
Begins Aug. 21

Term I at Boyce Bible School begins Fri-
day, Aug. 21, and goes through Saturday,
Oct. 10. The deadline for enrollment is 1
p.m. Friday, Aug. 21.

Course offerings, times, and professors
are as follows:

Friday, 6-7:55 p.m., The Doctrine of God
(0604), James Berryman; 8:20 p.m.-10:15
p.m., New Testament Survey (0560A), J.
Everett Sneed.

Saturday, 7:45-9:40 a.m., Biblical
Backgrounds, New Testament (0514), Sam
Adkins; 10:15 a.m.-12:10 p.m., Marriage and
Family Counseling (0748), Larry Hender-
son; 12:50-2:45 p.m., Study Skills (0500),
W. T. Holland.

The classes will meet in the Medical

Towers Building at the former Central Bap-
tist Hospital, in room 201.

The fee is $30 per course, with the max-
imum being $90 for three or more courses.
The wife of a student may take any number
of courses for $30 per term.

For more information, contact Lehman
E. Webb, ABSC, P.O. Box 552, Little Rock
AR 72004; phone 376-4791.

Association Offers
Family Workshops

The North Pulaski Association has an-
nounced plans for a ‘“‘Families in Grace
Conference,” an age-graded family enrich-
ment conference scheduled for Friday, Aug.
7, 7-9 p.m., and Saturday, Aug: 8, 9 a.m.-12
noon, at Park Hill Church in North Little
Rock.

The purpose of the conference is to take
an educational and preventative approach
to the many needs and problems facing
contemporary family life. Various
workshops will be conducted to teach
growth and relational skills to enhance the
family, including marriage enrichment,
parent enrichment, the needs of single
adults, and the needs of senior adults.

For more information, call the offices of
the North Pulaski Association in North Lit-
tle Rock at 753-6425.

Note Paid—First Church, El Dorado, celebrated.

Photo by Garland Goodwin

of a $600,000 indebtedness,

the only money borrowed on its $1.9 million Christian Life Center, July 12: The notebur-
ning service took place on the congregation’s first Sunday back in its newly repainted
auditorium. Participating were (left to right) Van Evans, church administration; Mark
Coppenger, pastor; Jobn McAlister; finance committee chairman; and Bob Shepherd,

chairman of deacons.
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Church Constitution
Signals ‘New Day’

by Mark Kelly
Editor, Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine
rkansas Baptists opened a new era of
evangelism and ministry Sunday July 19
with the constitution of the state’s first
black congregation affiliated with the
Southern Baptist Convention.

And the organization of Greater Grace
Baptist Church represents a milestone not
only for Arkansas Baptist work, but also for
Southern Baptist church starting efforts
among blacks.

A spirit of celebration marked the gather-
ing, which was attended by representatives
from Little Rock-area churches and leaders
from the Pulaski Association, Arkansas
Baptist State Convention, and SBC Home
Mission Board. Congratulating members of
the church on the growth of the three-year-
old congregation, missions leaders all
agreed that the historic service should give
all Arkansas Baptists occasion for rejoicing.

Launched in February 1984 as a mission
of nearby Life Line Church, an anglo
(white) c gation, Grace Missi
grown from an initial membership of four
to a total of 107 under the leadership of
bivocational pastor Paul Williams. In 1986
Grace started a new work of its own, Chari-
ty Mission, in another section of the city.

In addition to the historic significance
of the event for Arkansas Baptists, the con-
smuﬂon of Greater Grace is “‘very signifi-
cant” for Southern Baptists, according to
Willie McPherson, a Southern Baptist
Home Mission Board consultant.

In the first place, Arkansas’ history of
racial segregation and turmoil, like much
of the South, makes it an unlikely place for
one to find an anglo church taking the in-
i(lztlvc to starta black mlsslon Yet because
y white,
anglo churches musl mkc on the rcspon—
sibility to start new black work if such

cfforts are to be begun, McPherson
explained.

This is compounded by the fact that the
primary emphasis in black Southern Bap-
tist congregations is on worship, McPher-
son added. Consequently, most black
Southern Baptist congregations have no
planned, strategic approach to starting new
black missions. Anglo churches are better
oriented to strategic mission work and, as
a result, better equipped to take the in-
itiative in starting missions to reach black
communities, he said. In that sense,
McPherson suggested the Little Rock effort
should be seen as a model for black church
starting across the country.

Another way in which the constitution
of the church offers 2 model for Southern

Baptists lies in the belief that new missions
are capable of starting new work
themselves, without waiting until they are
constituted—or even longer—before laun-
ching a mission effort.

‘I want to promote the idea that mission
congregations can start missi of their
own,’ McPherson said. ““I'm not aware of
any other black mission congregations in
the country that have started missions of
their own before constituting.’

‘“We need models of reaching black com-
munities by starting new churches,"”
asserted McPherson. ‘‘This was an exciting
meeting. It signals an openness that hasn't
been there before. What happened here can
be a model for the rest of the country.

‘“We have come a long way in the
Southern Baptist Convention,” McPherson
noted. ““What happened here Sunday is
going to keep happening around the coun-
try. It could signal a new day for Southern
Baptists.'’

ABN photo / Millie Gill

Life Line Pastor Tommy Cunningbam prays for Greater Grace Pastor Paul Williams.

Nati

lly Known S

Northwest Arkansas Women'’s Concerns Conference

October 1-3 (Thursday evening through Saturday noon)
Woman: The Master Potter’s Unique Creation
Special features: Potter's Wheel Demonstrations, Dynamic Speakers,

Practical Workshops, Multi-faceted Displays, Book Store,
Inspirational Music, Wonderful Christian Fellowship

e,

Total cost for all sessions: $25

Jeanette Clift George, Joyce Rogers, Marge Caldwell

To pre-register, contact:
Tony Thompson, 1206 Countrywood Circle, Rogers, AR 72756
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They Go Together!

by Jim Lowry
Baptist Sunday School Board

CEREDO, W. Va. (BP) — For Southern
Baptists, Scripture distribution might be the
catalyst which sets in motion new progress
toward winning the world to Jesus Christ.

In Ceredo, WVa., members of First Bap-
tist Church are reaching out in their com-
munity by giving away New Testaments in
nearly every situation where they contact
prospects or make visits,

*'Good News America, God Loves You"
New Testaments are given away by church
members during weekly visitation, as well
as in visits to hospitals, senior adult retire-
ment homes and to youth who *‘hang out™
in the downtown area.

Use of the New Testaments has been
cultivated as a lifestyle for church members
by Pastor Wade Armstrong, who said he
has seen people grow in confidence and
security where fear formerly controlled
their witnessing efforts.

“‘People become more confident when
they give the Word," Armstrong said.
“They know they have sown the seed that
is the sword of the Lord.”

He added that when people give the
Bible, it quickly goes beyond the
mechanics of giving away a book. “En-
thusiasm carries over into their personal
lives and the life of the church.”

In one service, copies were provided to
church members to mark and use in
witnessing. Armstrong preached from one
of the New Testaments, encouraging mem-

bers to make personal notes so they would
remember how to organize their witness-
ing efforts.

The "“Good News America, God Loves
You'' testarnents, which are published by
the Holman division of the Southern Bap-
tist Sunday School Board, are marked with
the plan of salvation to help individuals
understand how to accept Christ. These
testaments also are provided as pew Bibles
in the church's new auditorium.

Preaching from the marked copies gives
his messages ‘‘a two-pronged approach,”
Armstrong said. ‘It fortifies church
members with resources and allows lost
persons to watch and learn how to be
saved."”

Associate Pastor Charles Reber has coor-
dinated the Scripture distribution effort. He
said some 100 church members participate
in the witnessing efforts.

"“We give copies to new Sunday school
members, newly saved persons and to new
church members on the day they join,”
Reber said. “‘Several members have asked
for copies to mail to unsaved relatives or
give to neighbors."

Scripture distribution gives shy members
an outlet—almost an excuse—to witness
where they normally wouldn’t do it,’ he
continued. *‘There is just something about
a Bible that makes people accept it and not
throw it away. There is a reverence which
opens up another step, another visit.”

In the 18 months of Scripture distribu-
tion, adults and youth in the church has

(BP) photo / Jim Veneman

Pbil Wells, a deacon at First Church, Ceredo, W. Va., frequently offers a copy of the
Scriptures to people be visits in the bospitals.
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been involved, Reber said. Youth have
witnessed to other youth who have join-
ed the church. Median and senior adults
have had their personal witnessing
strengthened.

In all of this, a new unity has developed
in the church, which has experienced
steady growth in an economically depress-
ed area where a significant number of peo-
ple have moved away over the past few
years.

The participation in Scripture distribu-
tion was prompted by the partnership bet-
ween the West Virginia Convention of
Southern Baptists and the Baptist State
Convention of North Carolina. A gift of
10,000 New Testaments was made to West
Virginia Baptists by the North Carolina
convention. &

Reber said Ceredo church members not
only increased their efforts in evangelism,
but in prayer as well through the Scripture
distribution project. Church members have
matured through intercessory prayer in-
stead of focusing on themselves.

‘‘Handing out Scriptures breaks down
barriers of fear for witnessing,”” Reber con-
cluded. “It also gives church members a
sense of accomplishment, affirmation and
an avenue of obedience for expressing their
commitment.

Jobs
Exchange

Special education supervisor with 14
years experience in special education
seeks employment in public or private
school. Certified as elementary teacher,
elementary principal, special education
teacher K-12, special education supervisor,
and education examiner. Ed.S. degree in
field. Contact James L. Sneed, Star Route
Box 25, Conway, AR 72032; phone (501)
679-3118. a8

Special education teacher with two years
experience in resource room seeks
employment in public or private school.
Certified as elementary teacher 1-6 and
special education teacher K-12. M.S.E. in
special education. Contact Donna F.
Sneed, Star Route Box 25, Conway, AH
72032; phone (501) 679-3118

Notices of employment sought or available will be posted
mmmmm-mmmm

Arkansas Baptist churches. Church staff will not
bolncludod Send name, address, telephone number, and
employ-
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CLC Abortion
Conference
Thc Southerut; Baptist Chnsdan Life

a national con-
fcmnce on abortion Aug. 31-Sept. 1 at the
Southern Baptist Convention Building in
Nashville, Tenn.

The conference, according to N. Larry
Baker, executive director of the Christian
moral concerns agency, ‘‘is designed to
help Southern Baptist ministers, church
staff, and lay persons attack the problem
of abortion and minister to those who are
affected by this critical issue.

“‘A personal invitation to this conference
is being sent to every pastor in the

Southern Baptist Convention,” Baker said,
‘“This conference .is designed to help
Southern Baptists say ‘yes' to life and ‘no’
to death. Together we can attack a terrible
evil and minister to those impacted by it.

**We can work together as Southern Bap-
tists to shape the minds and hearts of
others and move our nation away from its
easy acceptance of abortion and toward a
renewed commitment to the sanctity of
human life;”’ he said.

The conference, which begins at 1 p.m.
on Monday, Aug. 31, and concludes at 2:30
p.m. on Tuesday, Sept. 1, will include ad-
dresses on biblical principles related to
abortion, current legislation on abortion,
a history of the abortion issue, and how
Southern Baptists can effectively fight

National Mass
Evan

gelism Conference
August 17-21,1987

First Baptist Church
754 Peachtree Street, NE
Atlanta, Georgia 30365

abortion both in their local communities
and nationwide.

The conference also will feature six prac-
tical workshops: preaching on sanctity of
human life, educating children about sex,
establishing crisis pregnancy centers, work-
ing through public policy, caring for per-
sons who face crisis pregnancies, and sup-
porting state Baptist convention homes for
children.

Hunt To Launch
Prayer Training

NASHVILLE (BP)—As part of a major
Southern Baptist Convention effort to train
church leaders in establishing and conduc-
ting comprehensive prayer ministries, TW.
Hunt has been named to a newly created
position as prayer consultant in the
Southern Baptist Sunday School Board’s
church training department.

Hunt, 57, has been a professor of church
music at Southwestern Baptist Theological
Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas, for 24 years.
He is the author of the 1987 adult Baptist
Doctrine Study textbook on prayer and a
13-week Lay Institute for Equipping course,
PrayerlLife, to be released in January 1988.

Roy Edgemon, director of the church

Tenn.

A..nmcdom.im.&mdale.

BillyJack Green, Eastside Baptist
Cl Marietta, Ga.

Charles Stanley Larry L. Lewis
Speaker Speaker
Seminars for all of church staff members.
MUSIC EVANGELISM REVIVALTRAINING AREA CRUSADE
August1738 SEMINAR PREPARATION SEMINAR
Valusble information onhow tobuld  August19-20 Augustag.21
menges Inform and toprepare forand
" PROGRAMPERSONALITIES PROGRAMPERSONALITIES PROGRAM PERSONALITIES
Bk FC hceomMas. B0ty Evargelem, Dl T B
Berai sk m%ﬁa.f'w‘r’%"ﬂ&.um w?’é‘g '““"’:""“;":;":”"“"“"
Editor, nn:l)epamnau Mission Board, Eyangelisn lancock,
Sunday School Board, Naatwile, ~ Larry Lews, President, Home Mission e Fudy, Evangetist. Dalls, Tex
Board jack Price, Evangelit, Dalls, Tex,

Felix Snipes, Evangelist, Atlanta, Ga.
aySmd(,_Em;ﬁ“Ddhs Tex.

Wmhﬂﬂmuxﬁm $50.00 1 £ rves

toattendee,

Send registration fees to Mass E:
1350 Spring Stmet
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A Southern Baptist Ce
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d by the C
Annie Armstrong Easter Offering.
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department, said the new position
has been created to develop a nationwide
network of prayer groups undergirding
Southern Baptist efforts to share the gospel
with every person in the world by the year
2000. He described Hunt as a “‘leading
prayer warrior”' in the convention.

““The Sunday School Board is making a
strong statement that we really believe the
Southern Baptist Convention needs prayer
at the center of its focus,” said Edgemon.

He said the denomination has many
resources for identifying prayer needs, and
Hunt's efforts will be focused on training
church leaders to use the resources in con-
ducting a comprehensive prayer ministry
that would include missions, evangelism,
ministry needs, intercessory prayer and
other concerns.

In addition, the church training depart-
ment will utilize a newsletter and Baptist
ication Network prc -
ing to provide regular information to
prayer groups.

Hunt said he was willing to change
careers at age 57 and move to Tennessee,
leaving dchild: behind, ‘b
God;called me.””

. He has dedicated a roonvin his home to

prayer and has kept since 1959 a catalog
of his prayers and the answers he has
received. He said he has been praying dai-
ly for the Southern Baptist Convention
since 1976.

Hunt will assume his position Aug. 1.
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Convention Uniform

Life and Work

Bible Book

The Goodness of God

by Ray Mecador, First Church, Judsonia
Basic passage: Romans 8: 28-39
Focal passage: Romaans 8: 28-29

Central truth: God’s people can count
on him to meet their needs and help
them find victory regardless of the
conditions they face.

One of the most difficult tasks Christians
have is to attempt to bring comfort to per-
sons who are struggling to overcome the
insecurities and heartbreaks of life. In such
situtations it is difficult for an individual
to use the proper words to bring comfort
or hope. However, those who are despair-
ing and fearful can find hope and assurance
in verses 28-29, where one of the great pro-
mises of all the Bible is found.

Paul writes, ““We know that all things
work together for good to them that love
God, to them who are called according to
his purpose’’ (8:28, KJV). It must be noted
that the verse does not say that all things
work together for good for all people.
Rather, it specifies those for whom the pro-
mise holds. It holds for those who at their
conversion have responded to God’s in-
itiative of grace with faith and God’s love
with love. For those who respond accor-
dingly the promise is assured.

The “‘goed”’ that God promised is found
in verse 29, ‘“Those whom he foreknew he
also predestined to be conformed to the
image of his Son, in order that he might
be the first-born among many brethren.”
God seeks to order our lives so that each
of us increasingly conforms to the image
of his Son, Jesus Christ.

This does not mean that God’s people
will never suffer crushing sorrow from the
evil and tragedy of the real world, because
this does occur. However, ].W. McGorman
says, ‘‘We must refrain from attributing to
the will of God that avhich is not true to
Christ’s revelation of him. God is not
responsible for terrible things; sinful men
are. They occur because God's will is
flagrantly transgressed.”

All things that happen to Christ’s
disciples are not good, but all things work
together for their good. It is important for
Christians to realize that God’s love and
resources are so great that he can overrule
in the tragedies we suffer. In all situations,
joys and laughter or sorrows and tears, he
can'make us more like Jesus' Christ. This
is God's grace in action. This is the promise
he gives to all who follow Jesus.

Foundation For Ministry

by Larry E. Kindrick, First Church,
Blytheville

Basic passage: 1 Timothy 1:5-7, 12-19
Focal passage: 1 Timothy 1:5,14,16

Central truth: The foundation upon
which all Christian ministry is built is
one made up of Christ’s love which
comes from a pure heart, a good con-
science, and a sincere faith.

The teachings of the gospel must come
from the solid foundation of correct doc-
trine. The Apostle Paul instructed Timothy
to warn the church at Eph about

Judgment and Woes
by Jack Kwok, Indianhead Lake
Church, Sherwood

Basic passage: Revelation 8-9

Focal passage: Revelation 8:1-3, 13 to
9:4,11,20-21

Ceantral truth: God’s judgment will fall
upon sin and evil, but judgment alone
will not produce repentance.

The martyrs of the fifth seal questioned
God as to when he would avenge their
deaths. Today, the judgment of evil receives
the same consideration. The Six trumpet
jud; provides e that evil will

strange and false doctrines (vv. 3-4,6-7).

Sound doctrine and the basis of ministry
comes from a pure heart, a good cons-
cience and a sincere faith centered in the
love of Christ (vv. 5,14). In 2 Timothy
2:14-16a, Paul reminds Timothy of the need
to avoid anything outside of Christ and to
be faithful to ‘*handle accurately the word
of truth” (2 Ti. 2:15b).

Paul illustrated the power of the gospel
and its ministry by giving his personal
testimony (vv. 12-16). He noted that this
change in his life is an example for all who
would believe in Christ (v. 16). If Christ
could save Paul he can save whosoever
will, and this is the essence of ministry.

Paul says the goal of our instruction
(ministry) is love. Not everything called
love is really love. Therefore, Paul is
specific in his statement concerning the
three essentials of love which make up the
foundation of doctrine and ministry.

Only Jesus Christ can purify the heart
through regeneration. Jesus himself said,
“‘Blessed are the pure in heart for they shall
see God" (Mt. 5:8). Peter speaks a helpful
word in 1 Peter 1: 22-23.

A good conscience is another benefit of
the regeneration of Christ. Howcvcr a
good cc i
sanctification (splrltual growth). In Jcsus
Christ we have a standard to live up to.
Prayer, Bible study, worship, and ministry
keep us in a position where God can use
us and grow us. When we maintain these
areas in our lives, we feel good about
ourselves and thus have a good conscience.

A sincere faith is centered in Jesus Christ
and is not hypocritical. A hypocritical faith
depends more on self and logic than God.
A sincere faith believes God concerning his
Word even though logic may not accept it.

Here then is the foundation of all Chris-
tian ministry—Christ’s love!

Is based on the for Southern

Christian Teaching. Uniform Serles. Copyright International Coun-
cil of Education. Used by permission.
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be judged.

All the trumpet judgments comprise the
seventh seal. Like the seals, the first four
trumpets are set apart from the latter three.
The latter three have woes attached to
them; the first four do not.

With the sounding of the first trumpet,
one-third of the carth's vegetation dies
from hail and fire mixed with blood. At the
sound of the second trumpet, something
resembling 2 mountain of fire pollutes the
seas which kills one-third of the marine
life. A falling, blazing star which pollutes
one-third"of the fresh water ensues the
sound of the third trumpet. The fourth
trumpet ushers in a darkening of one-third
of celestial light.

More severe and drastic characterize the
last three trumpet judgments. Two are
found in Revelation 9. The fifth trumpet
heralds the unleashing of symbolic locusts
from the pit of hell. Since these locusts are
led by Satan himself, they are probably
demons. These demons bring immense suf-
fering upon the Antichrist's followers.
Following this woe (5th trumpet) comes
the second woe (6th trumpet): the release
of the four angels bound at Euphrates River
which prompted the killing of one-third of
the human population by cavalry of 200
million.

An interesting observation concerning
this judgment of evil by God is that he
allows the forces of evil to inflict destruc-
tion upon the evil world-system and its
supporters. The willingness of these evil
forces demonstrates the true nature of sin,
Satan, and evil. Outside of Christ, there is
no immunity from these forces.

Inspite of all this death and destruction,
the survivors of these judgments will not
repent of their idolatry, murder, witchcraft,
immorality, and thievery. Only God's
sovereign grace can lead people to repent.

‘This lessoa treatment Is based on the Bible Book Study for Southern
Baptist churches, copyright by the Sunday School Board of the
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Subscriber Services

The Ark Baptist Ne i
offers subscription plans at three rates:

Every Resident Family Plan
gives churches a premium rate when
thcy scnd the Ncwsngzz(nc to all their

ident families
are calculated to be at least one-fourth
of the church’s Sunday School enroll-
ment. Churches who send only to
members who request a subscription do
not qualify for this lower rate of $5.52
per year for each subscription.

A Group Plan (formerly called the
Club Plan) allows church members to
get a better than individual rate when
10 or more of them send their subscrip-
tions together through their church.

Are you
moving?

Please give us two
weeks advance
notice. Clip this
portion with your
old address label,
supply new ad-
dress below and
send to Arkansas
Baptist Newsmag-
azine. P. O. Box
552, Little Rock,
AR 72203

dW0D 265210
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Assassin Unable To
Shoot Christian

VITORIA, Brazil (BP)—Assassinations are
common in parts of Brazil, but a paid
assassin was unable to shoot a Christian he
had stalked for three days.

Valter Custodio Dias, a Baptist in Vitoria,
was walking along a2 downtown sidewalk.
A paid assassin met Dias face to face, and
the expression on the assassin's face caus-
ed Dias to stop, said Southern Baptist mis-
sionary Kent Faris.

The professional killer said bluntly:
“You're not the one. I have been trying to
kill you for three days, and I haven't been
able to succeed.”

Dias was stunned by what he heard.
““Why have you tried to kill me?"" he asked.

*‘You're not the man I was hired to kill.
| You look like him and I zlmosr made a big

" the killer expl

““You always were in some place hidden,
or a car passed in front of you, or someone
else stood between us. I just couldn’t get
a good shot at you. I really tried to kill you,
but something always came between us."

Dias regained some composure. ‘“You
couldn’t kill me because God would not
permit it,” he said. ‘'l am a believer in Jesus
Christ, and the Bible says, 'The angel of the
Lord surrounds those who fear him and

frees us.

USSR Open To
Baptist Bibles

AMMAN, Jordan (BP)—Baptist men of
thc world will ship 100,000 Russian-
Bibles to the Soviet Union.

| =T B S Nl e v S DRI T D O A S |

Subscribers through the group plan pay
$6.12 per year.

Individual subscriptions may be
purchased by anyone at the rate of $6.48
per year. These subscriptions are more
costly because they require individual at-
tention for address changes and renewal
notices.

Ch of add:
may be made with the above form.

When inquiring about your
subscription by mail, please include the
address label. Or call us at (501)

They will lead in raising $250,000 dur-
ing the next six months to support a Bap-
tist World Alliance/United Bible Societies
joint Bible project.

The project was approved by the BWA
General Council at its annual meeting in
Amman, Jordan, July 5-12. Baptist men
worldwide will provide about one-half of
the $500,000 needed. The remainder will
come from United Bible Society support
funds.

The Russian Bibles will cost about $5
each for paper, printing and shipping. The
Bibles will be delivered early in 1988 to
The All-Union Council of Evangelical
Christians-Baptists in the Soviet Union.

The council received an import permit
\in June from Konstantin M. Kharcher of the
Soviet Union Council of Ministers.

The gift is to mark the 1,000th anniver-
sary of the Russian Orthodox Church,

376-4791, ext, 5156. Be p to give
us your code line information.
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B3 in 988, a celeb »n which will

be observed by all Soviet Christians.

EEEama . WORLD S e

Missionary

Notes

Clyde and Elaine Meador, missionaries
to Indonesia, have completed furlough and
returned to the field (address: JI. A20,
Komplex POLRI, Ragunan, Jakarta 12550,
Indonesia). He is a native of Arkadelphia.
She is the former Elaine Grisham of New
Mexico. They were appointed by the
Foreign Mission Board in 1974.

Edwina Davis, journeyman to Korea,
has completed her two-year term of service
as a secretary in Seoul and returned to the
States (address: Rt. 1, Box 276, Vilonia, AR
72173). She considers Enola her
hometown. Before she was employed by
the Foreign Mission Board in July 1985, she
was graduated from Arkansas State
University.

Parks Invites 36
Groups To Talk

RICHMOND Va. (BP)—Leaders of 36

ons and ns active in

world missions hnvc been invited to discuss

their concerns “‘in reaching all the people
of our generation for Christ.”

R. Keith Parks, president of the Southern
Baptist Foreign Mission Board, is propos-
ing that the discussion take place this fall
in the Dallas-Fort Worth area.

In his letter suggesting the meeting,
Parks expressed “‘a deepening concern for
more communication’ among U.S.-based
missions groups. In seeking to spread the
faith, he asked, “'Is there a way to share in-
formation or plans that would avoid
wasted effort and lost time?"

Among the denominations queried
about the initial meeting are Conservative
Baptists, National Baptist Convention
U.S.A., Christian and Missionary Alliance,
Assemblies of God, United Methodist
Church and Pmsbytcnm Church (US.A.).

»nal con-
tacted include the Billy Graham
Evangelistic Association, American Bible
Society, Wycliffe Bible Translators, Campus
Crusade for Christ and North American
Charismatic Renewal.

“None of us is large enough, strong
enough, wise enough to make a significant
impact on the whole world,” Parks said.
‘“We need each other. If we can help each
other have a more effective part in world
evangelization, we're having a greater im-
pact than if we lived and worked in isola-
tion."”
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