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Imust say H 
Charles H. Ashcraft/ Executive Secretary 

The good life 
(Second in a series) 

Wherever the Christian faith has been seriously practiced, a higher standard of 
living has resulted. The good life is what the Christian religion is all about (John 
10:10). When God is sought first and placed first, many good things are added into 
the quality of life (Matt. 6:33, I Car. 2:9). Granted, the Christian life is a good life, but 
how good? Is it t.o be super g<;>ad for some and nil for others? Hardly, this is where 
lifestyles tnust admit to some degree of adjustment. The implantation of the Chris
tian faith, seriously practiced, lifts the standard of living of Christians and improves 
the lot of life adjacent and 'thereabout. 

Non-believers, strangers within the gate and society in general ar-e beneficiaries 
of this improved level of life and it must ever be so. The good life must be a good 
life for all .the children of the ki'ngdom, never forgetting those outside the 
household of faith. This places certain bounds, limitations and restrictions to ex
travagance, flamboyancy and regal lifestyles. The person within the Christian faith 
may enjoy the good life to such enormity that others are denied a portion of the 
quality of life God had in mind when .he introduced the abundant life principle to 
his children. . . . · 

When there is moderation, appropriateness and good taste in a lifestyie, it 
becomes the most powerful gospel that can be preached. Contrariwise, the abuses 
of such good taste and balance negate the philosophy and life pattern of Jesus who 
had no place to lay his head. ·. , 

Perhaps there are those who would consider a simpler, less complex lifestyle. 
Where could we begin? 1. Some could eat less, feel better and look better. 2. One 
with too many coats could share with those who have no coat. 3. It may be that 
some of the cars in the driveway could be disposed of in the interest of economy 
and needed parking space. 4. Some 9f us with old, big cars may wish to phase them 
out .in favor of more eco11omically operated vehicles. 5. There may be a few who 
could trade for smaller houses sin·ce the kids now have homes of their own. 6. Some 
who hold Q')embership in exclusiye clubs could find fulfillment in some reduced ex
penditure which a·dmits those· of lesser~eans to some of the accounterments not 
previously enjoyed. The good life is for all, and when any person absorbs more than 
is right, .others are denied (Luke 12:15-31; 16:19-31). Lifestyles determine destinies. 
Where people live after death is determined by how they live before death (Matt. 
25:31-46). These scr,iptures ~re irrefutable. 

I must say it! 

In this issue 
New rates 3 
Subscription rates for the N.ews-_ 
magazine will change at the end 
of this year, and the Editor writes 
about the reasons behind the 
change. 

Foreign foods 4 
Because the · season to emphasize 
foreign missions _and the Lottie 
Moon offering is a'pproaching, the 

. writers of the monthly column 
"Food and fellowship" suggest a 
foreign food festival. They also 
supply a recipe for aChinese dish. 

Joint revival 10 
The story behind the cover this 
week is the story of how black and 
white Baptists in Pine Bluff 
cooperated to hold a joint revival 
with services at Southern Baptist 
and National Baptist churches. 

President's address 16 
The annual message brought by 
the state . convention president to 
the meeting Tuesday night at Little 
Rock is included in this issue. R. 
Wilbur Herring called on Arkansas 
Baptists_ to deal with "this sin 
called incompatibility". 
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Newsmagazine faces inflation 

During the past six years the staff of the Arkansas 
Baptist Newsmagazine has worked ardently to hold the 
subscription cost at its present level. But inflation has 
forced us to raise our prices one cent per month per 
subscriber for those in the Every Resident Family plan 
and the Club plan. This annual increase of only 12 
cents should not place a great financial burden on 
anyone, but it will provide your Newsmagazine with 
approximately $9;000 additional income. · 

The effect on our churches will be very slight. A 
church with 100 resident families would have only a 
$12 per year increase in cost of providing the Arkansas 
Baptist to their congregation. This congregation, with a 
Sunday School enrollment of approximately 400, 
would have only ' a $1 increase in their monthly bill. 

We would like to share briefly with our readers 
the reasoh for this· increa·se. Everything, ·of course, is 
feeling the bite of inflation. Printing costs and paper 
are no exception to the steady escalation of costs. 
Through careful management and additional 
Cooperative Program money, we have been able to 
offset these costs, but we have not been able to com
pensate for the increase in our mailing cost. 

Six years ago it cost $10,353 a year to mail the 
Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine under our second
class postal permit. We have placed $50,000 in our 1978 
budget to mail the News magazine to the homes of the 

Guest editorial 
Cooperative ministries: one example 

The jointly-sponsored revival effort of the 
Nationa_l and Southern Baptist churches in the Pine 
Bluff area (Oct. 16-21) is an excellent example of how 
Baptists can cooperate in Christian activities. For the 
past few years a joint committee composed of the 
various associational representatives has been meeting 
and sponsoring cooperative efforts. One of the tasks 
completed was the remodeling the B.S.U. building 
entrance on the U.A.P.B. Campus. Another project was 
the Baptist Woman's Day of Prayer program and a third 
project was the promotion of Life and Liberty Crusade 
events in 1976. 

It was natural for the joint committee members to 
look for ways to strengthen the churches and reach the 
unsaved. This revival effort is the r:asult of such 
searching. Curlee Thomas, Pastor of New Jerusalem 
Baptist Church and revival chairman suggested the 
program indicating that this was an annual effort 
among the National B~ptists Churches. "If Southern 
Baptists would like to participate they will be 
welcome," he said. Southern Baptists, with a long 
history of evangelism and missions, discussed the ef
fort, and while all the churches could not include_it in 
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The editor's page . 
J. Everett Sneed 

Baptists of Arkansas, and it may be that our estimate is 
too low. · 

The Newsmagazine has only a few sources of in
come. The major portion of our budget comes from 
subscriptions. The second source is Cooperative 
Program money. The Executive Board has been ex
ceedingly generous with the Newsmagazine. The for .: . 
mula called for us to have six _percent of increa~e in .. 
1978. But the Executive Board , graciously granted ·u~ a · 
15 percent increase. Our final source of incorn~ is 
through . advertising. We should earn approximately 
$14,000 of our $296,678 budget through ads next ,year. 

. We believe that the Baptist state paper i,s , a must 
for every Baptist family. Baptists are different from 
most other denominations in that each congireg-ation 
makes its own decisions. We are totally committed to 
the autonomy of every local church. But if we are 10 
work together, information is imperative. History has 
proven that the state paper is the best way to provide 
this information. ' 

The new prices effective Jan. 1, 1978, will be: .the 
Every Resident Family plan, $2.28 per year (19 cents per . 
month); Club plan, $2.88 per year; and .the individual 
subscriptions, $3.25 per year. We believe that even 
with this modest increase that the· Arkansas ,Baptist 
Newsmagazine is one of the best bargains available to 
Baptists of Arkansas. Let's work together to keep our 
people informed. 

their calendar on short notice, some could. The ob
stacles to cooperation were dealt with in prayerful un
derstanding and the program of revival and 
evangelism was c.onducted. Meeting in First Church 
(SBC) for the evening service, Caesar Clark, Pastor of 
Good Street Church in Dallas, Tex., preached in· the 
traditional National Baptist style. Each weekday at 
noon the meeting was held in the Pleasant Grove 
Church (NBC) with Dr. Charles Ashcraft, Executive 
Secretary-Treasurer of the Arkansas Baptist Conven
tion speaking. A combined choir of National and 
Southern Baptists was a delightful added feature under 
the direction of David Hodge and Joe Santo. 

To all'who are looking for ways to focus National 
and Southern Baptist gifts and skills on the spiritual and 
moral problems of our land, Pine Bluff is fast becoming 
a model to study. Harold White, Director of Missions 
for Harmony Baptist Association is a large part of the 
answer Pine Bluff Baptists are giving to those who ask, 
"what can we Baptists, National and Southern do for 
God?" - Robert Ferfuson, Director, Cooperative 
ministries with Natlona Baptists . 

(See page 10 for a report on the revival.) 
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One lay_man's opinion 
Daniel R. Grant/ President, OBU 

132 Arkansans 
attend SWBTS 

FT. WORTH, Tex. - A record setting 
student enrollment of 3,475, including 
132 students from the state of Arkansas, 
has added to a 12-year trend of increas

The appearance of loneliness 
The life of a "paleface" Southern Bap silhouetted at the top of a .mountain 

tist missionary couple on an Indian . overlooking , the Indian community in 
reservation can be a very lonely ex which they lived. She told her husband 
istence at times. I heard Missionary Al she felt just like that tree .....:. lonely and 
len Elston say this recently when I had fearful of falling off the precipice, with 
the privilege of touring Home Mission so few "of her own kind" in -· the com
Board work in the area of the Northwest munity. Allen Elston told of later climb
Baptist Convention· in Oregon, ing t9 the top of the mountain with a. 
Washington and Canada. However, he group of Indian R.A.'s and looking for 
told a beautiful story about support dur that tree. He was surprised to have dif
ing loneliness that I know I will long ficulty in finding it, and discovered it 
remember. was because there was' a whole forest of 

Allen and Juanita Elston are mis similar trees right behind it, but not visi
sionaries supported jointly by the Home ble from far below at the foot of the 
Mission Board and the Northwest Bap,..__ mountain. 
tist Convention, and they have shared He made the obvious beautiful ap
witness for some J7 years at the Warm plication from this modern parable of 
Springs Indian Reservation in Oregon. mission support. They were not in fact 
The work of growing a church has been alone in their mis'sion ·work on the 
slow and often discouraging, with a host Warm Springs Indian Reservation. Some 
of cultural, economic and psychological 34,000 churches and 13,000,000 Southern 
b_arriers · against the adult Indians Baptists stand behind them as they share 
becoming dependable and indepen the gospel of Jesus Christ with these 
dent church members. White man's in hative Americans. What a wonderful 
troduction of alcohol to the Indians cer- . testimony on the power and wisdom of • 
tainly did not help the situation. the Cooperative Program of Southern 

Not long after the Elstons arrived at Baptists in their support for home and 
the Warm Springs Indian Reservation, foreign missions, Christian education 
Mrs. Elston noticed a lone juniper tree and a host of other Christian causes. 

Food and fel_lowship 
Virginia Kirk and Jane Purtle 

International dinner 
An "international" potluck dinner and country were attached to each 

was a part of the Christmas season last food. Most people are more comfor
year at the Fitst Church, Batesville. The · table when they know what they'r·e 
Baptist Women's group used the event eating, and the·identification gave cooks 
to focus attention on the yearly Lottie a chance to ex.change recipes. Buttered 
Moon offering. The international theme French bread, coffee, milk, and hot Rus
was a reminder that more than 2000 sian tea were furnished by the food 
Southern Baptist missi'onaries .work in committee. 
far away corners of the world, and A colorful, fast moving skit about Lot
Christmas is the time to give to this im tie Moon was given after the dinner by 
portant offering. GA's. Small groups were then formed·to 

Publicity for · the Wednesday night pray for specific mission needs. 
dinner requested church members and Perhaps this idea will appeal to your 
guests to bring favorite foreign dishes. church to give special attention to the 
Various groups decorated with articles Lottie Moon season. 
representing different countries. There This month's recipe was prepared for 
were Japanese, Mexican, and African ·our international dinner by a member 
tables. One table had an international who s·pent several years in the Orient. 
motif with. maps and flags . She adapted the recipe from -a 

Small tags with the name of the dish cookbook written by Benedictine nuns 

ing enrollments at Southw.es_tern Baptist 
Theological Seminary here. The final 
count includes 857 new students. 

This year's enrollment is an eight and 
one-half percent increase over last year. 
According to director of admissions, 
L. L. Collins, Southwestern Seminary has 

· experienced a record high enrollment 
every fall semester since 1966. 

Enrollment by · schools showed 2,090 · 
in theology, 1,077 in religious education 
and 308 in church music. 

A .breakdown of the ·enrollment 
figures reveals students have come from 
24 foreign countries and 45 states. 

' 
, 

Church efficiency 
conference planned 

Southern Baptist College at Walnut 
Ridg.e wil·I be host to tbe annual 
"Church efficiency conference"·-Dec. 5-
7. The conference will feature ml!sic, 
messages, and Bible study. · · 

Persons on the program will include 
Arkansas pastors and laymen, a 
Southern College professor, two 
seminary professors; and others. 

Housing will be furnished.but partici
pants must bring linens. 

who fled China after the Revolution in 
1946. They adapted Chinese cooking to 
American tastes and published this 
cookbook to support themselves. 

Sweet and sour pork 
Make sweet-and-sour sauce in advance. 
Mix: 

3/4 cup sugar 
1/4 cup soy sauce 
1/3 cup vinegar 
3/4 cup water 

3 tablespoons cornstarch 
Cook over low heat until thickened, 

stirring constantly. Set aside. 
Place in a large kettle 2 lbs. uncooked 

lean pork, cut ih bite-size pieces. Add 1 
-cup cold water and boil 20 minutes or 
until tender. Drain and cool. While meat 
is cooking, saute ¼ cup onion and one 
of the following - 1 large green pep
per, or 4 slices pineapple, or 1 small can 
bamboo shoots - in 2 tablespoons of oil 
just until crisp. Remove from. pan . Add 
to the cool pork 2 tablespoons soy sauce 
and 2 tabl~spoons cornstarch for a 
coating. Heat oil for deep frying and fry 
meat until crisp and brown. Remove 
and · drain. Combine meat with hot 
sweet-and-sour sauce and sauteed· 
vegetables. Serve over hot rice. 
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Eugene Ray (left), who was chairman of the finance committee for the mission 
confvegation, presented the deed to mission property to pastor Danny 
Veteto. 

~hurch organized 

near Searcy 

An organizatio"nal service for .Valley 
Baptist Chapel was held on Sunday, Oct. 
9. Services also included dedication of a 
portable classroom unit. 

The chapel, located on Highway 36 
west of Searcy, was launched in January 
-un.der the sponsorship of Calvary As
sociation with 33 people meeting at the 
associational office for the first service. 

Services were held there until a , 
mobile chapel building was located on 

. the mission site purchased two years 
prior to the organization date. In March 
of this year the chapel congregation 
moved into the mobile chapel building 
provided by the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention Missions Department, R. H. 
~orris, Director. 

Calvary Association, W. H. Burnett, 
Director; built a parking lot and pa'id for 
utility services at a cost of $4,000. · 

The congregation gre,w rapidly and 
soon the building was too small for the 
Sunday School and Church Training 
programs. This need was met by a 
layman when he gave the association a 
new 12' x 65' mobile classroom unit, es
pecially built for this purpose at a cost of 
$8,500. 

Hunter and McRae Churches gave 
special gifts in support of the new 
chapel and many individual gifts were 
received . .. 

Burnett, who served as pastor of the 
chapel for the first six months, was 
speaker at the constitutional meeting at-

tended by 64 charter members. He 
spoke on "The Testimony of a New 
Church." 

The chapel, now pastored by Danny 
Veteto, began operation with a $28,000 
budget and a building fund of $10,000. 
Average weekly attendance in Sunday 
School · is now 65 with worship atten-
dance averaging 80. . 

Those participating in the constitution 
and dedication service were David 
Crouch, . pastor of First Church, Searcy; 
Henry Applegate, pastor of First Church, 
Pangburn; Burneti; Veteto; Gene Ray, 
pastor of First Church, Augusta; and 
Charles Yarbrough. 

Charles Kitts directed music and Nona 
Cheatham was soloist. Young people of 
the chapel also presented special music. 

House donated 

for OBU president 

Anonymous donors have given 
Ouachita University the Harrington 
house at 904 North 26th Street as a new 
home for the president. 

Completed in 1975, the home will 
provide additional floor space and park
ing facilities to accommodate the heavy 
schedule of official entertaining, which 
is an OBU presidential responsibility. 

The gift was announced Oct. 13 dur
ing a meeting . of the OBU board of 
trustees . 

.Daniel R. Grant, president of 
Ouachita, said, "I am very grateful for 
those who have made this possible and I 
hope that all the friends of Ouachita will 
know what a wonderful gift this is." 

PageS 

Standing in front of the residence are Dwight Linkous (/) of Little Rock, chairman of 
the OBU Board of Trustees; Mrs. Dllniel R. Grant; and Daniel R. Grant, president of 
Ouachita. · 
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Arkansas all over 
; Conway First Church began its fall 
revival Nov. 2. Featured speakers were 
Stephen Olford and Dr. and Mrs. C. L. 

· Culpepper. Joe Ann Shelton provided 
special music, and Don Bingham was 
revival music director. William Probasco 

·is pastor. 
Second Church, West Memphis, was 

in revival Oct. 24-30. Jim Wiley; pastor of 
Temple Church, Searcy, was evangelist. 
J. E. Neal Jr. directed music. Jack Auten 
is pastor. 

First Church, Des Arc, will begin a fall 
revival on Nov. 27 to conclude on Dec. 
4. Jesse Reed, Director of Evangelism for 
the Arkansas Baptist State Convention, 
will be evangeli~t. -Herbert "Red" . 
Johnson of,Mountain Home will direct 
music. Jack J. Bledsoe is pastor. 

Parkdale Church was in revival Oct. 
10s16. Harry Hob.le was evangelist. 
Melvin Rice _is pastor. · 

Parkway Church, Lake VIiiage, was in 
revival Oct. 24-29 with Don Bowman as 
evangelist. M. H. Howie is pastor. . 

Eudora Church will celebrate its 75th 
anniversary the weekend of Nov. 19-20. 
The weekend will include a Saturday 
night coffee and fellowship. Sunday will 
feature former pastors telling their 
ministry in the church. Clyde Hart, the 
senior former pastor, will preach in the 
worship hour. A meal will be served at 
noon, followed by an afternoon of sing- · 

ing and fellowship.
Washington-Madison Association will 

have a Mission Rally · on . Nov. 15 at 
Springdale First Church. Bill Clemmons, 
Baptist Men Consultant for the 
Southern Baptist Convention, wiH be 
the featured speaker. Robert Wagoner, 
music director of the 'host church, will 
bring the special music. 

First Church, Mena, had a special day 
on Nov. 6 to honor members of the high 
school athletic group and tnen of the 
church. Bill Burnett, who was quarter
back for the Razorback teams of the late 
1960's, was guest speaker. Dillard Miller 
is pastor. 

Sylvan HIiis Church, North Little Rock, 
celebrated its 38th anniversary in special 
services Sunday, Oct. 30. Featured in 
services was Kim Wickes of West 
Memphis, ablind Korean woman, who 
presented a sacred musical concert. 
Don Moseley is pastor. · 

East Side Church, Pine Bluff, has add
ed a puppet ministry to its outreach 
programs. The first performance of the 
puppets will be on Nov. 13. Clyde Jones 
is pastor. 

First Ch~rch, Van Buren, held an. all
church mission banquet on Oct. 26. 
Speakers at the event were two mis
sionaries, James Hampton from Tan
zania, and Fred Williams from ·Brazil. 
Bruce Cushman is pastor. 

Bentonvllle First Churchwas in revival 
· Oct. 23-26. Curtis Mathis, pastor of First 

Church, Athens, Tex., was evangelist. 
Music was directed by Charles Butler 
from First Church, Harrison. Larry 
Stevens is pastor. 

Decatur Church was in revival Oct. · 
30-Nov. 6 with Bill Mangrum from First 
Church, West Memphis, .as speaker. 
Ernest Whitten is pastor. 

Calvary . Church, Little Rock, gave 
·special recognition in services on Oct. 
.30 to Paul Williams and his wife, Donna, 
·in observance of their second anniver
sary with the ' church. He is assodate 
pastor of music and youth, and Mrs. 
Williams serves as church pianist. 

Flrst"Church, 1-lttle Rock, to ~xpand its 
outreach ministries has selected Mrs. 
Don Rice to serve as Senior Adult Con
sultant. Mrs. Rice, a native of' Blythe
ville, has been an active member of the 
church since joining it jn 1962. She has 
served as a Sunday School teacher, choir 
member, choir director, .soloist . and is 
presently serving as president of Baptist 
Women. She and her husband are 
parents of two sons. 

First Church, Mountain View, will be 
in revival Nov. 27-Dec. 4. Charles Sul-

. livan will be evangelist. James Scott is . 
pastor. 

The 105th annual session of Clear 
Creek Association met with Ffrst 

A_r_ka_n_sa_s_a_ll_ov_e_r__________P.eOP.le 
Stephen P. Davis will become pastor 

of First Church, Fordyce, on Nov. 20. 
Davis, who has been pastqring First 
Church, Sparkman, and is a native of 
Midwest City, Okla., is a graduate of the 
University of Oklahoma _and South~ . 
western Seminary. He is marrled to the 
former Jonya Wright of Little Rock. They 
are parents of one child, a nine-month
old daughter, Stephanie. 

Charley C. Akins, 87, of Batesville died 
. there on . Friday, Oct. ·21. He was a 
deacon of Sulphur Rock .Church and a 
retired farmer. . . · . . 

Mn. Beulla C. Starbird, 83, a member 
of First Church, Alma, died on Oct. 19 
following a long illness. She and her 

· husband, Charles, together have more · 
than 100 years in service at the Alma 

Page& 

church and have been active· in Clear 
· Creek Association. 

BIii Gaston assumed the pastorate of 
Vine Prairie Church near Mulberry on 
Oct. 23. He attended Southern College 

. an·d has pastored churches in 
Oklahoma, California and Arkansas. He 
and his wife, Mary, are parents of three 
children. 

Walter H. Watts of Ft. Smith beca~f 
pastor of First Church, Coal Hill, Nov. 2. 
He has served as pastor of .Clark's 
Chapel Church, Huntington; James Fork 
Church, Hartford; and Abbott Church, 
Abbott. Mrs. Watts served six years as 
missionary with the Southern Baptist 
Home Mission Board and taught school 
for 24 years in Ft. Smith. Both are grad
uates of Ouachita University, and she is 

also a graduate of Southwestern 
Seminary. 

Herman Sandford is serving, for the · 
second tim·e, as interim pastor of East 
Main Church in El ·Dorado. 

Lynn Robertson is now pastor of 
Friendship Church . near Conway. He 
was youth director at Cadron Ridge 
Church. 

Bill Fleming of Bentoh' has 1 assumed 
the pastorate of Oak Bowery Church 
near Conway. He and his wife, Sharon, 
are parents of two children, Melissa and 
Shawn. 

Dennis Turner has accepted the call to 
serve as pastor bf First Church, Leach
-ville. He has been· pastoring Temple 
Church at Dermott. 
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Church, Clarksville, Oct. 11. Billy R. 
Usery was host pastor. George W. 
Domerese, pastor of Concord Church, 
was moderator, and Bill Spears, pastor of 
First Church, Mulberry, vice-moderator, 
presided. The annual message was 
delivered by Paul Stockemer, pastor of 
Alma First Church . Spears brought the 
doctrinal message. Mrs. Faber L. Tyler 
was recognized by the association for 39 
consecutive years service in the 
Woman's Missionary Union . . She was 
presented with an engraved pendant 
with gavel .attached and a corage .qf 
roses by. Mrs. Wanda Domerese, incom
ing WMU Director. The gifts were from 
Associational WMU organizations. As
sociational officers elected for 1978 
were Domerese, moderator; Leroy 
Rogers, pastor of Mountainburg First 
Church, vice-moderator; Mrs. Tyler, 
treasurer; and Paul E. Wilhelm, Director 
of Missions, clerk. 

Black Oak Church, Mount Zion As
sociation, honored Mr. and Mrs; Floyd . 
Thomas on Sunday, Oct. 23, for th ~i~ 
services to the church and community 

. for the past 50 years. The couple, which 
had served the church as custodians 
since 1953 and retired recently, were 
presented with a plaque in recogni 
tion of their services. J. W. Gibbs, pastor 
of the Black Oak church, made the 
presentation., 

Harmony Church, North Little Rock, 

briefly 
celebrated its 105th birthday on Sunday, 
Oct. 16. The congregation, in authen
tic pioneer dress, held regular worship 
services in the lantern-lit church. A meal 
was served at noon, and a musical 
program followed in the afternoon. 
Norman P. Powell is pastor of the Har-

. mony church. 

Baptist Young Wom.en of First 
Church, England, were hostesses for a 
Baptist Women "Mystery Trip" on Tues
day, Oct. 18. The "mystery" feature of" 
the trip was a visit to the Arkansas Bap
tist Children's Home at Monticello. 
There were 24 women making the trip 
whicl'l was an adventure in state mis-

. sions understanding. 

The 1'Children of the Son", vocal 
ensemble of the First Church, England, 
were featured at the Arkansas licensed 
Practiq1I Nurse Association Banquet at 
their state convention in early October. 
The ensemble presented a medley of 
numbers from Camelot written into a 
dramatic sequence which told the story. 
They sang "Bless the lord, Oh /v1y Soul" 
as a musical invocation. Mrs. Richard 
Lisk is director. Dr. Lisk is pastor of the 
England church. 

Meh of Baring Cross Church, North 
Little Rock, have organized a group that 
will provide assistance to widows who 
need minor repairs or odd jobs done 
around their homes. 

Mountain echoes of church growth 

Planning for church growth 
by Kenneth Threet 

(Seventh in a series) 
Churches are in

creasingly con
cerned about the 
future . Changes are 
·taking place much 
more rapidly today 
than they did in the 
past. Each new de
velopment in tele
vision changes the 
attitude of people 
with whom the 
church must deal. Dr. Threet 
As the worfd to which the church min
isters becomes more complicated, the 
church must seek ways to reach it with 
the Old, Old Story of Jesus and His Love. 

Planning is the process the church 
must use to meet challenges of a chang-
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ing world. Planning is consistent with 
the teachings of the scripture. 

Most all pastors develop a philosophy 
or plan they follow in growing churches. 
They may be specific ideas or broad 
principles. Through 30 years in the 
ministry, I have followed this basic con
cept. First, have a knowledgeab.le ap
proach. This sirr;iJ?IY means get all the 
flrcts. Know your church., your com
munity from every perspec;tive you can 
get. Be aware of programs of advance in 
each area of work. Don't be afraid to in
itiate new concepts. 

Secondly, have a faith response. Once 
one has truly learned about church and 
community - past, present and future 
- he needs to initiate plans of advance 
based upon his findings both as to 

The Southern accent 
Preacher boys growing up 

Every fall the Lord senas Southern 
Baptist College from 60 to 80 ministerial 
students. We believe that each of these 
men has been called of God and that 
they have answered his call. Each one is 
a chosen vessel which we· have the 
privileg·e of shaping and molding into 
vessels of honor for the Master's use. It 
is a tremendous challenge to seek to 
help them grow up and become more 
mature. 

It is our job to help . them as th~y 
preach their first sermons, pastor their 
first churches and to counsel with them 
in dealing with problems that arise _on 
their church fields. We tell them to look 
to God and develop a double measure 
of patience. It is far more important to 
dedfcate limited talents and abilities to 
the lord and to make them available to 
him at all times than to possess superior 
abilities which we fail to use totally and 
consistently for God's grory. We stress 
dependability as one of the most impor
tant parts of the growing up process. We 
encourage them to plan to get both col
lege and seminary degrees. We also 
point out the need for continued study 
and development after they have c9m-
pleted their formal education. · 

One of the greatest joys for one who 
teaches ministerial students is to watch 
them continue to develop after • they 
leave Southern. In the summer of 1976 
my wife and I attended Church Training 
Week at Glorieta . There we had a 
week's fellowship with two of our 
graduates. ·One of them was serving a 
church in the pioneer mountain area of 
the west and the other one a church in 
Mississippi. Both of them expressed 
their gratitude for what Southern· had 
meant to them. Yes, one of our jobs ;it 
Southern is helping preacher boys grow 
uplll - E. F . . Savage Jr., Professor of 
Religion 

problem and solution. There must be a 
consistent abiding faith in God blessing 
our bes.t efforts and wisdom. 

Thirdly, wait upon the Lord. The most 
difficult task of all, perhaps, is waiting 
upon the lord. We want to get that big 
number in Sunday School, etc., when 
we may not be ready to maintain the 
level of teaching them that will honor 
the Lord. We sometimes want to baptize 
people before the Holy Spirit gets them 
sprinkled. 

"But they that wait _upon the lord 
shall renew their strength; they shall 
mount up with wings as eagles; they 
shall run, and not be weary; and . they 
shall walk, and not faint." Isaiah 40:31 

Kenneth Threet Is pastor of First 
Church, Mountain Home. 
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Arkansas all over 
Monticello dedicates educational building 

First Church, Monticello, dedicated a pie. The new facility was erected at a 
new education building Oct. 9. The new cost of $394,000, which includes the fur-
facility contains 13,440 sq. ft., which nishings. . 
provides department and classroom The Building Committee was com
space for three preschool departments, posed of John . Anders, chairman; Mrs. 
three youth departments and two adult · Eddie Fair; Mrs. Larry Hartness; J. B. M. 
departments. In addition, some of the Holloway; Clifton Bond; W. T. Jones; 
space has a multi-use which. provides for · Gordon Culpepper, and Pastor Gerald 
a fellowship hall which will seat 230 peo- Taylor and Minister of Music Carbon 

first Church, Blue Eye; dedicates building 
First Church, Blue Eye, Mo., dedicated sists of an auditorium which will ·seat 324 

a new facility Oct. 16. The church, which people, 15 Sunday School rooms, a 
is a part of the North Arkansas Associa nursery, four restrooms, a pastor's study, 
tion, erected the new facility at a cost of a church office, a baptistry, two dress
$70,000, but · the new. facility has a ing rooms for the baptistry and a choir 
replacement value of $150,000. The new room. The new facility has central heat 
7,600 sq. ft. facility was erected at a sub and air throughout and has a new public 
stantial saving because of the work done address system. The entire facility is 
by the men of the congregation. It con- carpeted throughout. 

The building dedicated recently by ·Blue Eye Church was built at lower cost 
because men of the church did much of the work. (ABN photo) 

Sims as. ex-officio members. 
The church is also in a remodeling 

program in one of its two-story 
educational buildings. The remodeling 
is expected to take three months at a 
cost of about $50,000. 

Pastor Taylor said, "Growth in all areas 
of the Sunday School program and a 
need for a rarge Fellowship Hall made 
our construction if!lperative." 

James Jordan, the Mayor of Monticel
lo, extended congratulations to First 
Church on .the erection . of their new 

· facility. He said, "It .is wonderful to see a 
church grow and build as we see our 
city grow. The members of First Church 
have a building for which all the citizens 
of Monticello can be proud." 

The dedicatory message was brought 

This education building was dedicated 
by Fir~t Church, Monticello, Oct. 9. 

The chairman of the Building ·com
mittee was Duane Clark, while the 
chairman of the Finance Committee was 
David Ray. Pastor L,. H. Henry had high 
praise for both the Finance and Building 
Committees and all who donated their 
services to the church during their 
building program. Special guests for the 
occasion included John Finn, director of 
missions for 'the North Arkansas Associa
tion, who . led the dedicatory prayer; 
Kenneth Robinette, pastor of Vista 
Church, .Branson, Mo., who was a 
former member of Blue Eye; and . J. 
Everett Sneed, editor of' the Arkansas 

· Baptist Newsmagazine. · 
The dedicatory message was brought 

by Quentin Middleton, former pastor df 
Blue Eye, who is now pastor of First 
Church, Niangua, Mo. He spdke from 
Revelations 3:7-13. In the beginning of 
his message, he gave the history and 
development of the Tabernacle and 
Temple. He .said, "In the New Testament 

1 there was no church building at first, but 
it was natural for the people of God to 
erect a place of worship because of the 
emphasis that had been placed on 
places of worship in Old Testament 
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buildings 
Wom~n·s viewpoint 
Jane Purtle 

by R. H. Dorris, director of missions for 
the Arkansas Baptist State Convention . . 
Dr. Dorris' message was based on I 
Cori"nthians 3:9. He emphasized thatthe Contemplative prayer, part 2 
church is the visible and livir:ig body of 
our Lord; the church is the manifesta
tion of the mind and character of Jesus 
in today's world, and that Jesus expects · 
the church never to be diverted frqm its 
m,ain task of missions. 

Dr. Dorris 1·said; "When a church 
dedicates a buildrng 'to the glory of 
God' the very act implies the church's 
readiness to bear witness to him to the 
ends of' the earth, to step beyor.id the 
threshold of the new building into the 
real world where darkness and spiritual 
need abounds." He concluded by chal
lenging the people to be filled with 
Christ and then to · go out and give 
themselves away in his name and to his 

· glory. 
Pastor Gerald Taylor believes that the 

future of First Church is very bright. He 
said, "The spirit of cooperation and 
commitment to Christ is moving us into 
a new dimension of ministry to people 
around us. Monticello is growing,-First 
Church is growing numerically and in 
grace. This is a good combination." 

times. 
"God has given an open door to his 

church," Middleton said, "and no man 
can stop it. But the church of the open 
door cost something. To erect the Tem
ple and Tabernacle cost the best that the 
children of Israel had. God, today, wants 
us to place our best in his work;" In con
clusion Middleton called for the 
members of First Church, Blue Eye, to 
recommit themselves to the cause of 
Christ. 

Pastor Henry beli,eves that the Blue 
Eye Church has a great future. He said, 
"The things that our church has done 
since my coming is fantastic. We have 
raised appr_oximately $43,000 which 
enabled us to erect our new facility by 
borrowing ·only $30,000. We should be 
able to· pay off ou~ debt in three years or 
les.s. We are looking forward to the day 
when we can burn the note on this 
building, but we will . never be out of 
debt because w.e are indebted to God, 
and he expects us to reach people all 
around the world. As we_work together, 
we can fill our new facility for the glory 
of God." · 
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First, we must value contemplation. but we m_ust begin. We must first will to 
To be quiet within ourselves and is to let God, do it through us. Choose a 
concentrate. The power to concentrate · praye'r, some short phrase or sentence 
is the power to love, and to love him that is at the heart of your being and the 
with our whole being is the first com relationship you wish with God; ver
mandment. How can we make ourselves balize it whenever y.ou feel movement 
quiet before God? We have been told within you. Meditate upon its meaning 
that we should set aside an early morn until it is you, not just something you 
ing hour or that we should seek a quiet say. When hours pass and you do not 
spot daily; but unless he draws us, we turn your thoughts to him in the prayer 
cannot move ourselves into his pres you have chosen, do not despair but 
ence. He creates holy ground; we only pray for his movement within you . In 
make ourselves available. Mary could our failure and in his absence, we know 
n~ver have done it within herself. But our dependence upon him and our 
the intensity of his voice and the power longing for him. The day we feel God's 
of his personhood called her to a silent absence is the day we begin to pray. 
response, to love. He calls - when in his My own experience began with the 
wisdom, he is ready - and we respond sinner's prayer, "Lord Jesus, have mercy 
with the deepest listening our being can on me." When I was at a point of ex
must~r. We strain to hear his voice. And tremity, ·I felt with the whole force of my 
prayer is upon us. being that I must touch-God, must know 

We desire · to .know him, to under his reality or die. I had to pray or die. At 
stand his ways, to know the peace that first, the phrase I repeated had little 
passeth understanding, to pray. meaning; it was a verbali zation to calm 

What is the wellspring of unceasing the screams within me. Then, I began to 
prayer - prayer that is not something feel its meaning. I pondered each word, 
we do but something we are? Some of and the twenty-third Psalm flooded over 
you know much more of this than I. I me. Mercy flowed, and I turned again 
will speak as best I know from my own and again to that one s·entence, "Lord 
experience and from those I have read. Jesus, have mercy on me." Later I found 
Prayer is an inward movement toward other prayers that centered the peculiar 
God who is, himself, the initiator of the longing that I had for him in a certain 
movement. To qe always turned inward period of my life. These prayers are still 
ly toward God, so that every act and requests, still cries for help. Those I read 
thought is at one with his_bei,:ig is what tell of prayers centered on his being, 
we desire. At first the inward movement their adoration and love for him. 
will be very spasmodic and incomplete, Next we·ek: part 3 

Looking ahead: Arkansas events 
November 1977 
6-12 ~oyal Ambassador Week "in churches 

8-10 . ARKANSAS BAPTIST STATE CONVENTION, IMMANUEL, 
LITTLE ROCK . 

14-17 Area church recreation v,:orkshops (Church Training) 
14 - Central, Jonesboro 
15 - Calvary, Little Rock 
16 - First, El Dorado 
17 - Grand Avenue, Ft. Smith 

20 Child Care Day 
21-22 Weekday Early Education Workshop, Pulaski Heights, 

Little Rock_(Sun1ay School and Missions) 

december 1977 
1 Evangelism Workshop, Camp Paron 
4-11 Week of Prayer for Foreign Missions and 

Lottie Moon Christmas Offering 
21 Carol sings 
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Evangelists for the joint revival were (left) Charles H. Attending the meetings were (left) Robert Ferguson, who directs 
Ashcraft, 'Executive Secretary of the Arkansas Baptist Cooperative ministries with National Baptists for the ABSC, and f. r. 
State Convention, and Caesar Clark, pastor of Good Guy, pas·tor of Mt. Zion Church in Little Rock. 
Street Church of Dallas. (ABN photos) 

Services were held at a National Baptist Church (Pleasant Grove 
Church, left) and a Southern Baptist Church (First Church, Pine 
Bluff, above). 

Pine Bluff Baptists hold join~ revival 

"The day the Whites and Blacks 
stepped across the age-old line of tradi
tion, · joined hands and hearts and 
walked into the house of God to kneel 
down in prayer, a new ,and living way 
was born in our city," so declared 
Curlee Thomas, director of the Pine 
Bluff National Baptist~Southern Baptist 
Crusade. Thomas, pastor of the New 
Jerusalem Church, Pine Bluff, felt that 
the revival laid · a foundation for even 
greatet cooperation between the 
National and Southern Baptists of the 
area. 

The attendance for the evening ser
•vice, which was held in First Church, 
Pine Bluff, was approximately 700. The 
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attendance at the noonday services, 
held in the Pleasant Grove Church, 18th 
and Indiana Streets, Pine Bluff, was· ap
proximately 80. The noonday speaker 
was Charles Ashcraft, executive 
secretary , of the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention, and the evening speaker 
was Caesar Clark, pastor of the Gobd 
Street Church, Dallas, Tex. The services 
began on Sunday evening Oct. 16, and 
concluded with the evening service ,on 
Oct. 21. 

Harold White, associate director of 
the campaign and director of missions 
for Harmony Baptist Association, felt 
that the endeavor was a success. He said; 
"I am grateful that Harmony Association 

saw fit to join with the National Baptists 
for this evangelistic crusade. Though we 
had limited participation, it was still a 
success. The yery fact that the two 
groups moved together in such an effort 
was, and is, within itself an achievement 
of no little means. 

"The preparation for 1 tlhe crusade," 
White continued, "was a tremendous 
blessing to all of us involved in places of 
leadership. I suppose you could say that 
the preparation goes back for months, 
even years, of meeting together. The 
Life and Liberty Crusade of 1976 brought 
the groups together in two area-wide 
rallies. Prior to the Life and Liberty ac
tivities we were engaged in projects at 
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On the cover __________________ SOAP sponsors 
for the broadcast of Oct 25 

1. ALBERTO-CULVER 
. (Alberto Light and. Fresh ·Balsam 
and Conditioner) 
2525 Armitage Avenue 
Melrose Park, Ill. 
Leonard H. Lavin, Chairman 
(312) 531 -2000 

2. BRITISH LEYLAND MOTORS 
(Triumph). · 
600 Willow Tree Road 
Leonia, N.J. 07605 
G. W. Whitehead, President. 
(201) 461-7300 

3. CARLING NATIONAL BREWERIES 
(Turborg Gold Beer) 
7 East Redwood Street 
Baltimore, Md. 21203 
Jerald C. Hoffberger, President 
(301) 276-1100 

4. COLUMBIA PICTURES 
("Bobbie Dearfield") 
711 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 
Leo Jaffe, President 
(212) 751-4100 

5. JOHNSTON'S PIE COMPANY 
(Johnston's Pie Crust) 
(Division of Ward Foods,· Inc.) 
1000 Skokie Boulevard 
Wilmette, Ill. 60091 
W. L. McNitt, President 
William Howlett, Chairman 

· (312) 256-5600 . 

6. PITTWAY CORPORATION 
(First Alert Smoke Detector) 
333 Skokie Boulevard · 
Northbrook; Ill. 60062 · 

· Nelson Harris, President 
(312) 498-1260 

NA t 

BAPTIST CHURCH 
REV.J. H. NOLEN. PASTOR 

Coordinators for the revival were Curlee Thomas (far left), pastor of New 
Jerusalem Church, and Harold White (far right), director of missions for Har
mony Association. Preachers were Charles Ashcraft (center left) and Caesar 
Clark. . 

the BSU Center on the campus at the 
University of Arkansas, Pine Bluff. All of 
this helped both Blacks and Whites to 
get to know each other better." 

Pastor John · McClanahan, First 
Church, Pine Bluff, said, "I believe I 
would be correct in saying that 
everyone who participated in the ser
vices is glad that this revival was held. 
We reached new levels of cooperation 
and involvement as two Christian 
bodies. We also gained deeper confron
tation and appreciation for our respec
tive traditions in worship and preaching. 
We are all agreed that seeds of Christian 
good will and brotherhood were sown 
in this meeting which will bear much 
fruit for years and years to come. 

November 10, 1977 

"I will personally remember many ex
periences and comments from the 
meeting," Mcclanahan continued. "for 
example, a National Baptist pastor said 'I 
have never thought I would live to see 
this kind of revival come to pass!' With 
deep feeling a National Baptist layman 
testified, 'This is functional Christian-

. ityl'" 
Both Thomas and White praised the 

National and Southern Baptist pastors 
for their participation in this endeavor: 
White said, "We believe that much . 
good ~as been accomplished. We feel 
that doors have been opened which will 
enable us to do some things in the 
future to make our community a better· 
place and reach souls for Christ." 

News about missionaries 
Mr. and Mn. Edward L. Smith, mis

sionaries to Botswana, have completed 
· furlough and returned to the field (ad
dress: P.O . Box 59, Francistown, 
Botswana). They are natives of Arkansas. 
He is from DeQueen, and she is the 
former Charlene Clements of El Dorado. 
Before they were appointed by t~e 
Foreign Mission Board in 1971, he was 
pastor of First Church, Alm~, Ark. 
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140 

"The Evangelistic Church Boldly ... 
. . . Proclaiming the Word" 

... Winning People To Christ" . 
. . . Challenging People to Life Commitment" 

... Calling For Volunteers" 
... Planting New Churches and Missions" 

MONDAY EVENING JANUARY 23 
6:40 Song and Prayer - Ervin Keathley 
7:00 Welcome -- Dr. William Bennett 
7:05 Spec;ial Music ..... Paul Williams 

·7:1 O "The Meaning ofPentecost" '7 Phil Lineberger 
7:40 Announcements and Book Stor~ - Robert Barnett 
7:50 Testimony - Part I - Carllss Odom 
8:10 Music 
8:30 · Message - Dr. William Tanner 

TUESDAY MORNING JANUARY 24 
9:30 Song and Prayer - Ervin Keathley 
9:45 "The Evangelistic Invitation" - Ken Carter 

10:15 Congregational Singing - "Pentecostal Power" 
10:20 "The Bible, The Basis for an Evangelistic Church" -

Dr. J. Everett Sneed 
Panel Discussion - Dr. Sneed, Dr. B. K. Selph, Dr. 
Sidney Sample, and Dr. William Tanner 

11 :1 O Special Music 
11 : 1 5 Message - Dr. James· L. Pleitz 
12:00 Adjourn 

Keathley Bennett Ashcraft 
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5, 1978 

ngelism Conference 

TUESDAY AFTERNOON 
1 :45 
2:00 
2:30 . 
2:35 
2:40 
3:10 
3:25•hurch On Bold Mission" 4:00 

' 

ecutive Secretary 
r of Evangelism 

Song and Prayer - Ervin Keathley 
"Justification" - Roy Hilton 
Book Store - Robert C. Barnett 
Song 
Message on Prayer - Tom Elliff 
Music 
Message - Dr. William Tanner 
Adjourn 

I 

TUESDAY EVENING 
6:45 Song and Prayer - Ervin Keathley 
7:00 "The Pastor Being and Doing" - Forrest Bynum 
7:30 Prayer Time 
7:50 Song - "Revive Us Again" 
7:55 Testimony - Part II~ Carliss Odom 
8:1 5 · Special Music 
8:30 Message - Dr. James L. Pleitz 

z Teel 
WEDNESDAY MORNING JANUARY 25' 

Elliff 

9:30 
9:45 

10:15 
10:20 
10:30 
10:35 
11 :05 
11 :25 
12:00 

Song and Prayer - Ervin Keathley 
"Glorification" - Dr. Sidney Sample 
Song 
Introduction of Vocational Evangelists 
Announcements 
Message - Arnold Teel 
Singing Men of Arkansas 
Message - Dr. William Tanner 
Dedication Service 

>le Bynum Hilton Sneed Lineberger 
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Chaplain of Waikiki Beach 
to appear at Joy Explo '77 

Hollywood act
·or-turned-minister 
Bob Turnbull, in
ternationally 
known as The 
Chaplain of Waiki
ki Beach, will be 
keynote speaker at 
Joy Explo '77 on 
Thursday and Fri
day, Dec. 29-30, at 
Park Hill Church, Turnbull
North Little Rock. 

Turnbull began a career in acting ear
ly in life. He has appe·ared in such televi
sion series as "Gunsmoke", "My Three 
Sons", "Ironside", "Petticoat Junction" 
and in many segments of "Hawaii -5-0". 
Also to his credit are several full-length 
feature films, including Walt Disney's 
"Absent Minded Professor", 20th Cen
·tury Fox's "Tora, Tora Tora" and Warner 
Brothers' "Camelot". 

After speaking for_ a one-week 
seminar in the famous Penthouse 

The 
Oassic Celtic Cross 
This lovely pen
dant is available 
In Sterling Silver 
or 14K Yellow 
Gold. Most orders 
are shipped with
in 24 hours -
you'll have yours 
in time for Christ-

- mas if you order 
by December 15. [Actual Size] 

Send Sl.00 for our complete 
catalog of religious jewelry. 

Sterling Silver Cross 
with 16 inch Sterling Silver chain 

$14.00 + $1.00 mailing fee 
14K Yellow Gold Cross 

with 16 inch 14K Solid Gold chain 
$75.00 + $1.00 mailing fee 

New Mexico buyers should 
add 4¼% sales tax. Send 
check or money order (no 

~~ 
10008 Cochiti Road SE, 

P.O. Box 13479, Albuquerque, 

New Mexico 87112 
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Church of Waikiki Beach, Hawaii, Turn
bull was strongly led to return to this · 
famous mid-Pacific resort area to start a 
non-denominational Chaplaincy. He 
founded the Waikiki Beach Resort 
Chaplaincy in 1970 following two years 
of serving as the youth minister of The 
Penthouse Church. 

Author of the book, "Will The Old 
Bob Turnbull Please Drop Dead," Turn
bull remarks, "Everywhere you look, 
someone needs help, whether you go to 
Waikiki's beach front with its high-class 
clientele or to Honolulu's back streets 
which team with alcoholics, junkies, 
hookers and homosexuals. Yes, even in 
'paradise' they're scattered throughout 
the islands." Turnbull is also the subject 
matter of a book written by Robert 

1 



Stone entitled "Jesus Has A Man In 
Waikiki," published by Fleming Revell 
Company. The beach chaplain also nar
rated "The Apostle," a record album by 
Ralph Carmichael and Cam Floria. 

In 1970 the Hawaii Governor, John A. 
Burns, along with the Hawaii State 
Senate, extended to Turnbull the title of 
"Chaplain of Waikiki Beach." Governor 
Burns said, "Bob Turnbull has brought 
his message of love to the young people 

who flock to our shores with far greater 
effectiveness than conventional clergy 
could." 

Edmond R. Walker, Executive 
Secretary of the Hawaii Baptist Conven
tion says, "Bob Turnbull's Waikiki Beach 
ministry continues to expand, reaching 
more and more Waikiki visitors and resi
dents - its scope increasing-over these 
past several years· to include people of 
all ages." Bob is a member of the 

Waikiki Baptist Church. 
From the Baptist Gener.al Convention, 

Dallas, Tex., Turnbull received "a most 
gracious 'thank you' for his part in the 
Baptist Youth Festival before 36,000 high 
schoolers. He did a superb job under 
very difficult circumstances. Eternity will 
reveal the good he did." 

Don't miss this exciting event ... Joy 
Explo '77 ... Dec. 29-30; 1977 ... Park 
Hill Church, North Little Rock. 

Loving ... caring ... sharing ... living 
Loving, Caring, Sharing and Living are such personal 

words. They are strong words. They are action words. They 
are related words. 

Love is a strong personal feeling of attachment that is in
duced by sympatheti~ understanding or by ties of kinship. It 
motivates. Thus it is active rather than static. It takes on its 
highest quality ·when it is of divine nature. It becomes an 
open expression of good will toward other human . beings. 

Caring is a burdensome sense of responsibility that 
grows out of love. It is an expression of concern. . 

Sharing articulates caring by dividing what we have with 
others. 

Living on the highest plane results from loving, caring 
and sharing. Living on this plane in turn results in our con
tinued loving, caring and sharing. 

The linking of these qualities is an art. It is a skill in per
formance. Only God can bring about such performance in its 
deepest sense. 

For that reason his people get ·involved in living life to 
the fullest by loving, caring and sharing. o ·ne way of such in
volvement is the Thanksgiving Offering. Through your gift, 
many less fortunate children will have the privilege of learn
ing the meaning of loving, caring, sharing and living. 

Family and Child Care Services 
/Fayetteville/ Jonesboro 
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President's address 

to the Arkansas Baptist State Convention 

If it ,s to be 

Those of us who are ca lled to preach 
the who l e counsel of God are 
sometimes called upon to proclaim the 
winsome message of the evangelist or 
the comforting message of the pastor or 
the edifying message of the teacher. Yet 
there are other times when we are given 
the message of the prophet which is 
neither winsome, comforting nor edify- · 

, . ing. It is just the opposite of these at
tributes for it is disturbing and discom
forting to those who hear the truth that 
God desires to be proclaimed. 

So it is this time. God has given to me 
the message of a prophet for the Presi
dent's Address this year. I am like most 
of you in that I do not revel in this kind 
of preaching. I personally prefer a mes
sage in which I can be clever, witty and 
intelligent all at the same time. This re
minds me of a wise saying I he11rd just 
recently concerning equal rights. The 
speaker said that women wou ld never 
be equal with men unti l they had the · 
capacity of becoming completely bald_ 
headed .and stil l think they were cute. 

Every time the Lord lays a prophetic 
message upon me I want to play the role 
of a Jonah and run the other way. I 
know from experience that one who 
preaches the message of the prophet 
must b_e wi lling to die the death of a 
prophet. But I have no choice in the 
matter. I have been given a message · 
from God for men. I must deliver it lest I 
die from within. 

We stand at the brink of the most 
challenging program that Southern Bap
tists have ever undertaken. We stand 
geared to the mighty task of evangeliz
ing the world in our day and in our time 
through what we call "BOLD MIS
SIONS". As we stand as a mighty people 
in number, in wealth and in the bless
ings of the Lord, we are beckoned of the 
Lord God to hear a warning. IF IT IS TO 
BE then we must not fa ll prey to the sin 
which has beset us in so many other 
campaigns and in our day to day battles 
against Satan and his forces of evi l. 

Satan is a veteran at this spiritual war
fare. He is an expert in every known tac~ · 
tic, but he excels most in his efforts to 
way- lay us by his booby traps which are 
referred to as "the wiles of the devi l". 

. There is no trap that takes us by surprise 
as much as the one ca lled "incom
patibi lity": We as the people called_Bap
tists are most vulnerable to this device 
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by R. Wilbur Herring 

This address was delivered to the River Jordan, but they had entered 
the annual meeting of the into the battle to assist all of the tribes in 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention taking the land west of the river. Now 
at its session Nov. 8 at Immanuel they secured .permission to return to · 
Church, Little Rock. Dr. Herring, their fami lies and lands on· the other 

-pastor of Central Church, Jones~ side of the river. Permission was granted 
boro, has been president of the and Joshua praised them publicly before 
convention for the past· two years. all of the congregation gather,ed in 

Shiloh. So being ladened with the riches 
of the spoils of battle and in the midst of 
cheers and good wishes, the tribes of 
Rueben, Gad and the half tribe ofwhich hinders us from winning the ra,ce, 
Manasseh started their journey backwhich causes us to lose battle .after bat
home. · tle. This one sin hinders or defeats the 

When the two and one half tribesconventions, the churches, the Christian 
came to the River Jordan, they built afamilies and the Christian engaged in 
great altar which could be seen for miles this spiritua l warfare. We need to 
away. They crossed over the river to .recognize the sin which so easily besets 
their families and homes. · us and hinders us fror:n winning the bat

It was not long until the rumor ·got t le. It is foolish to cry out the admoni
around that Reuben, Gad and- the ha lf tion to "think positive" and "think big" 
tribe of Manasseh had built an altar atif we are blind to the tactics of Satan and 
the river to worship a false God by givignore the "little thing" that defeats us. 
ing sacrifices at !he altar. As it is alwaysIf we are defeated then that one little 
true with gossip, the word spread likebooby trap becomes a big thing. 
wild fire. A meeting of the congregation Thirty years from the time I was first 
of all of the tribes west of the river wasordained as a minister of the gospel of 
called at Shiloh to consider what actionthe Lord Jesus Christ) 36 years past the 
should be taken against these rebelstime I was ordained a deacon, and 54 
who had built an altar to a fa lse God.years from the date of my conversion 
War was declared against the two andgives me a perspective of Baptists and 
one half tribes for this trespass. But itthe spiritual warfare that cannot be 

. was suggested (and the motion carried)gained in just a few years. I know Bap
that a committee be app.ointed to go totists. And the Lord has revea led unto me 
the brethren and inquire about theiras a deacon, evangelist, pastor and 
unorthodox actions before actually goteacher that the one thing that hinders 
ing to war.us most is the sin of incompatibility. 

The word incompatibi l ity simply The committee headed by one; 
mean_s the inability_to get along with Phinehas, made the long journey to 
others. The word compatib le comes meet with the leaders of the two and 
from two Latin words which when com one half tribes at Gilead. Needless. to 
bined mean "to suffer with, or to suffer say, all expenses were paid. At the in
together". We are not inclined to suffer quisition, the charges were placed 
with one another very long. The sin of before the two and a half tribes. Before 
incompatibility breaks up the homes, the offenders were allowed to speak, 
the churches and· the conventions. the prepared speech with al l three 

israel our example points was read. Finally, the leaders of 
The Word of God warns us of this sin the two and a half tribes were allowed to 

over and over, but perhaps the best il speak. 
lustration is given in chapter 22 of the The defeAse of the · twt>' and a half 
Book of Joshua. You wi ll recall that tribes is best stated in the Today's 
Israel had subdued the entire land of English Ver-siof.1. There are six points to 
Canaan in seven short years. Now the the defense or explanation . They are: (1) 
major task before each tribe was to go in "The Mighty One is God! He is ·the 
and possess their possessions by driving Lordi"; (2) "He knows why we did this, 
out the few pockets of Canaanites and we want you to know tool"; (3) "If 
within their al lotted area. we rebelled and did not keep faith with 

The two and one half tribes were as the Lord, do not let us live any longer! 
signed the territory on the east side of Let the Lord himself' punish us."1 (4) 
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"No; we did it because we were afraid _ 
that in the .future your descendants 
would say to ours, 'What did you have to 
do with the Lord, the God of Israel? He 
made the Jordan a boundary between 
us and you people of Reuben and Gad. 
You have nothing to do with the Lord.'. 
Then your descendants:might inake our 
descendants stop worsnipping the Lord. 
So we built an -altar, not to burn 
sacrifices or make offerings, but instead 
as a sign for our people and yours, and 
for the generations after us, that we do 
indeed worship the Lord before the 
sacred Tent with · our offerings to be 
burned and with sacrifices and fel
lowship offerings ..."; (5) "We would · 
certainly not rebel against the Lord or 
stop following him now by building an 
·altar to burn offerings."; (6) "We would 
not build any other altar.than the altar of . 
the Lord our God that stands in front of 
_the Tent of his presence." 

Phinehas and his committee of 10 
_men were satisfied with this explana
tion. The committee went back to 
Shiloh and reported their fjndings and 
the Israelites were satisfied and praised 
God. The tribes of Reuben, Gad and the 
half tribe of Manasseh named tl'ie altar 
"Witness" because it is "a witness to all 
of us that the Lord is God". A mis
understanding was cleared and ·a war 

. was averted. . 
I can hear some saying that this is the 

Baptistic way of . handling difficulties. 
And I agree. But this is my very point. 
Israel's mission was to occupy the land 
or to possess their possessions. They 
were to drive the Canaanites out of all · 
the land. This they never did because 
they were always too busy with petty 
things such as the incident we · just 
related. They failed their mission 
because of the sin . of incompatibility. 
They were renowned · for their inabil[ty 
to get along with one another due to 
their supercritical spirit of trying to get 
all other tribes to look a-nd act and smell 
exactly l_ike themselves. This reminds me 
of the fable where the fox was caught in 
a trap by his tail. In order to free himself 
he had to chew off his tail. Shortly after 
that he tried to_get an ordinance passed 
in the forest that all foxes had to have 
short tails. The moral of this fable is ob
vious. 

Listen to I Corinthians ,0:11 , "Now all 
these· things happened unto them for 
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examples : and they are written for our 
admonition, upon whom the ends of 
the world are come." The Today's 
English Version reads, "All these things 
happen to them as examples for others, 
and they were written down as a warn
ing for us. For we live at a time when the 
end is about to come." When will we 
learn the lesson that the sin of incom
patibility will defeat us in completing 
our mission for the Lord? 

The conventions 
The truth as applied to the Southern 

Baptist Convention and the Arkansas 
Baptist Convention ought to be so ob
vious that_we should not have to dwell 
long in getting through to our listeners. 
Think back over the years as you have 
attended the state convention and the 
national convention . What one thing 
has hindered our forward march in the 
spiritual warfare? What one thing mar
red the beauty of the unity of the 
brethren working together in the great 
spirit of being victors in carrying the 
gospel throughout the world? Is it not 
the -s·pirit of some who are constantly 
impugning the motives of others? But 
some will come back and say that that is 
the Baptistic way of doing things. And I 

· reply quickly by saying, Says who? The 
Bible certainly doesn't give admonition, 
motivation or comfort to such an ap- · 
proach to his work .. I know that some 
think _that it is not a good and healthy 
convention unless there is a regular 
"knock down and drag out" on some of 
the matters before the convention. Let · 
me assure you of this fact, God does not 
originate or condone such unbecoming 
behavior of the people called Christians. 
His work does not have to handled that 
way in the convention, in the _churches 
or in the homes. 

Our big peril in the work of the con
vention is the sin of incompatibility. 
Why is it that some churches wantto be 
forever at the task of impugning the 
motives and the procedures of other 
churches? Why is it that some preachers 
can_'t get along with other preachers and 
they carry their feelings into their 
churches? H there is a witness that we 
should bear to a lost and dying world, it 
shou.ld be that the more mature Chris
tians (the Elders), the called ones (the 
Elders), and the spiritual leaders of the 
churches· (the Elders) live in peace and 
·harmony with one another. They are 

. 
R. Wilbur Herring 

compatible, that is, willing to suffer with 
each other should they differ in in- . 
terpretations, pra~tices or procedures. 
Beloved, I hate to break the news to 
you, but you are old enough to know 
that there is no one preacher, cleacon or 
church member that has all the truth . 

In the Army they have one of the bet
te r terms referred to as S.O.P. In the 
Navy it means Senior Officer Present, 
but in the Army it means Standard 
Operating Procedure. This means that 
everything should be standardized. The 
spirit is best demonstrated during a 
wedding rehearsal when the old maid 
aunt of the bride wants to have the 
whole wedding just exactly like the one 
she saw about 40 years ago. She is com-

. pletely oblivious to the fact that this is 
the weary preacher's two ·thousandth · 
wedding. · 

Every church is not only autonomous · 
but also different. Some people are so 
insistent that we have a chain store 
religion that they want our churches as 
much alike as the McDonald Ham
burger stores.' Every ~hurch has its own 
characteristics, its own special mission, 
its own contribution to the whole. In 
our Mt. Zion Association we have 36 
churches. They are as different as 36 
Christians. While they are substantially 
uniform in doctrine and church polity 
with the same Lord, they have a dif
ferent appeal to different people. It 
would be a tragedy to make them all ex
actly alike, and I feel sorry for the 
pe rsons who want to spend their lives 
tackling such an ·untenable task . 

The churches 
Our churches are cursed with some 

members who feel as if they are God 
anointed and God appointed to keep 
the preacher, the deacons and the 
whole church completely and absolute-

. ly straight on doctrines, church polity 
and ways to spend all the money. They 
are a super-critical group. They are the 
little foxes that ruin the vines. They are 
the thorns in the preacher's life. They 
not only keep hi'm humble and poor, 
but they keep him broken and dis
couraged. Who put them where they 
are is a debatable issue. I am not per
suaded that it is the Lord and l·am aware 
that scriptures teach us that the devil in
vented and uses the fifth column tactic, 
that is, placing his henchmen within the 
church to bring about confusion and 
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President's address 
division. It is much easier to defeat a 
local church from within than it is to op
pose it from without. 

The records reveal that four out of 
every 10 seminarians in the protestant 
and catholic churches quit the ministry. 
They say that it is because they are dis
couraged. They are discouraged 
primarily because ·of the people within 
the churches who are unable to get 
along with other people. This is called 
the sin of incompatibility. We must 
recognize the fact that when we stand 
Sunday after Sunday with the 
"whosoever will" message of salvation 
and fellowship that we are going to get 
people of many backgrounds and pres
ent conditions. One of the best Chris
tian psychiatrists in our state recently 
made the statement that one half of the 
people of our country need mental 

. health care. If this is true, I guess we are 
fortunate we don't have more people in 
our churches that lack the ability to get 
along with others. 

Sure, the devil would like to dis
courage well trained seminarians from 
staying in the ministry. He revels -over 
the news that over 1,000 ministers in the 
Southern Baptist Convention quit the 
ministry every year. That is 1,000 fewer 
commissioned officers to lead the peo

. pie to complete the mission of taking 
the good news to the world. 

Sure, the devil rejoices when he sees a 
strong evangelistic church crumble 
from within with the heated criticism of 
some which brings discord, division and 
strife in the membership. The Holy Spirit 
cannot and will not work in the midst of 
such confusion and disorder. The 
churches are cursed with the curse by 
those who are guilty of incompatibility. 
The churches remain ineffective in 
fulfilling the Bold Mission Thrust when 
the sin of incompatibility thrives in the 
local fellowship. 

The families 
Suppose our convention and our 

churches voted solidly for the program 
of ca,rying the gospel to all parts of the 
world by the year 2000, but suppose at 
the same time the marriages within the 
churches were in trouble and many of 
them were ending in divorce. Pray tell 
me what soldier of the cross ·can be 
heavily engaged in the battle for the 
souls of men when his family is being 
torn asunder? The sin of incompatibility 
is running rampant in the homes and in 
the families of our churches. 

The number one ground for divorce 
in our state is incompatibility. It is not a 
scriptural ground for divorce. It is a man 
made law to accommodate the carnality 
of our society. Remember. the meaning 
of "compatibility", two Latin words 

meaning "suffering with or suffering 
together". The Christian marriage is 
built upon the rnncept that the husband 
and wife love each other, cherish 
each other until death and death alone 
shall part them. But another part of the 
vow is made to the effect that through 
sickness and health, poverty and wealth, 
through the bad that may darken their 
way as well as the good that may light 
their way, they will be loyal and true and 
faithful to one another until death shall 
part them. Thus are they joined together 
by God and admonished by the _Lord 
"that what God hath joined together let 
no man put asunder." 

But this holy and sacred union called 
marriage has forces beyond number 
working to destroy it. All of the forces of 
Satan are unleashed against the Chris
tian home with the vow of some that it 
must be destroyed. The television and 
pornographic literature is bombarding 
the Christian family with unbelievable 
power and effect. Fornication and 
divorce is becoming the norm. There is 
little or no counter reaction to this 
onslaught of the powers of darkness. 
The recent new thrust of ungodly living 
as pictured in a new series of the 
American Broadcasting Company called 
"S.O.A.P." is nothing but an outcome of 
people watching such trash as "As The 
World Turns". The grandmothers who , 
should be spiritually mature and 
righteous are brainwashed by watching 
such soap operas for 20 years or so. It 
was my two saintly grandmothers who 
held up the banners of righteousness 
when the younger generations were be
ing misguided by the unregenerates of 
our day. But now most grandmothers 
don't know what is right or -wrong for 
they have been watching the "ways of 
the world" so · long. 

When the television, magazines and 
newspapers along with the movies are 
teaching pre-marital and extra marital 
relationships as being the norm for the 
day, can't you see how that husband or 
that wife gets the idea to want some 
other sex mate? Christians by the tens.of 
thousands are running off to the divorce 
courts with the slightest provocations so 
th~y · can marry someone: else. Even 
ministers in great numbers are getting 
divorces, remarrying and some even 
having the nerve · to remain in ' tl:ie 
ministry. · 

"Incompatible," they cry. "We aren't 
able to get along with each other. So we 
are going to get a divorce. Sing me a 
'Somebody Did Somebody Wrong Song' 
so I can be soothed in my misery." And 
the little children who come from these 
broken homes, what sort of soldiers of 
the cross will they make? 

I realize as a minister that there are 
some divorces that can be justified by 
scripture. But they are very few. There is 
not a person here who can stand and say 
that there never was a time when he or 
she had to suffer something that he or 
she didn't like in order to hold the mar
riage together. To get along in marriage . 
one must suffer, but the good and the 
wonderful blessings that the union 
brings to the parents and to the children 
as well as the grandchildren is worth the 
suffering to make the union work. 

. Christian rparriage is · a happy and 
wonderful blessing of the Lord. It is the 
·most .sacred institution of God. Before 
the state and tHe church were created, 
the family was created and . blessed of 
God. 

The churches, the conventions, the 
state and the nation are all dependent 
upon the sanctity of the home. The sin 
of incompatibility is destroying the 
homes and the Christian marriage as we 
have known it in times past. 

Conclusion 
We accept the great challenge offered · 

by the Bold Mission Thrust. We stand 
united behind it. It is a noble goal. We 
will march to victory. But out ther_e in 
the fields of battle are booby traps and 
land minds. We know the most fierce of 
them all is the sin of incompatibility. We 
cannot let ourselves fall prey to this trap 
of Satan. We dare not squander our 
time, our energies, our possessions 
upon fighting with one another. We 
need to use these God given gifts to 
fight the good fight of faith. . 

How shall we deal with this sin called 
incompatibility? Just like we do with all 
sins which the Christian discovers in his 
life. God says, "If we confess our sins, he 
is faithful and just to forgive us our sins 
and to· cleanse us from all un
righteousness" (I John 1:9). That is the 
beginning point and then we should 
pray for the Spirit of God to produce the 
fruit of the Spirit in our lives. The fruit is 
love, joy, peace, long-suffering, 
_gentleness, goodness, faith, meekress 
and temperance. These attributes never 
destroyed a home, or a church or a con
ventio.n. They create the atmosphere 
wherein the Holy Spirit can do his 
greatest work. Then the third step we 
would suggest is for each of us to keep 
ever before us the verse found in Psalm 
133:1, "Behold, how good and how 
pleasant it is for brethren to dwell 
together in unity." 

If we could rid ourselves of the sin of 
incompatibility in the homes, in the 
churches and in the convention we 
would see a revival such as we have . 
never seen before. This is my prayer for 
you and for me. 
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· The church budget: 
promoting the budget 

Give credit to Mild~ed Horton who 
expressed the sentiment of some who 
promote stewardship. She ' said, "God 
loves a cheerful giver, but we settle for a 
grudging one," 

Complaining givers cause budget 
planning committees to back away from 
budget promotion. Every church has a 
few who do not want to hear about 
money. They want the pew and pulpit to 
be silent ?n biblical stewardship. 

After a budget planning committee 
has developed a ministry budget, it 
deserves active promotion among 
church members. It isn't enough to 
develop a budget, get it approved and 
then file it with historic documents. 

The Sunday School organ.ization is 
one of the best vehicles for budget 
pr0moti0n. 

Instead of having one banquet, in
volving all members, the budget may be 
promoted through department ban
quets. This approach makes 'it possible 
to tailor budget presentation according 
to needs. Different ages are cor.icerned 
about different sections of the budget. 
A departmental budget presentation 
can be scheduled with a harvest ban
quet. 

Members of the budget promotion 
committee can work with department 
directors for a Sunday morning budget 
emphasis. A brief presentation will ac
quaint many m~mbers with the budget 
who would otherwise miss a verbal ex
planation. 

The Sunday School is vitally con
cerned with teaching the biblical revela
tion. A stewardship lesson, taught in all 
classes, while not directly promoting the 
budget, does encourage .a better unqer
standing of budget goals. 

Church publications are good budget 
promotion tools , Copies of the 
proposed budget should be printed in 
the church mail-out. Special mailings 
acquaint all members of the church's 
ministry goals. The Sunday bulletin of
·fers another opportunity for budget 

_build-up. 
If a church doesn't use a mail-out or 

print a Sunday bulletin, the budget may 
be printed on chalkboards or posters. 
This gives members the opportunity to 
study the budget.before it is discussed in 
a business meeting. 

Churches with a deacon family 
ministry program may enlist the deacons 
in budget promotion. The membership 
is already divided i'nto groups. The 

Cooperative Program budgeting. 
(Second in a series of four) 

How much mission money is enough? 
Answering such a question is like trying 
to determine .how high is up. 

Until every last person on the face of 
the earth has heard the gospel.of Christ 

. and been given an opportunity to re
spond,· our missionary task is not com
plete, and until that happens, whatever 
amount of mission money is available 
will not be "enough". 

The Cooperative Program budget, 
therefore, is not a measure of how much 
money is needed. It is simply an 
educated estimate of how much may be 
available in a given period of time. Plan
ned expenditures are then based on that 
projection of anticipated income. 

When this simple guideline is evaded 
by over-estimating income or under
estimating expenditures, troubl~ usually 
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results. This is why some families are in 
constant financial trouble. The same 
principle applies to churches and state 
conventions. 

Fortunately, the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention has had sor;ne wise 
leadership in past years, and guidelines 
have been ,discovered, developed and · 
adopted to prevent these problems. 
Our budgeting philosophy could be ac
curately described as a conservative 
fis.cal policy, and any form of deficit 
financing has been precluded by various 
safeguards. · 
. Therefo.re, when a budget overage 
occurs, it is simply a reflection of the 
conservative budgeting policy followed 
by the Executive Board in the budget 
recommended to 'the convention. The 
overage does not mean that there i_s no 
need for the funds; it means that certain 

deacons have already ministered to 
their families. They feel freer to talk 
about the total ministries of the church. 

A budget fair takes a lot of work but 
gives the opportunity to visualize 
church ministries. It shows how dollars 
are translated into actions. 

An annual stewardship banquet is one 
of the most popular promotional tools 
for church budgets. Effective banquets 
place a heavy emphasis on fellowship 
ana church ministries. Direct appeals 
are -usually avoided. 

Local churches can develop slide 
presentations for budget publicity. 
Drama is also an effective tool. A puppet 
presentation offers creativity. 

Budget hearings for special. groups 
and budget discussions in small fel
lowship groups give promotional pp
portunities. A .strong pulpit ministry, lay 
testimonies and stewardship literature 
are all identified with budget promo
tion. 

The Stewardship Commission offers 
an activity guide packet with other sug- _ 
gestions. Budget promotion is one area 
of church life where churches must 
"Trust the Lord and tell the people." -
James A . Walker, Secretary · of 
Stewardship 

needs were postponed until a later time 
in order that our financial condition 
might remain solvent. ·, 

For the past six years the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention has ex
perienced a budget overage at the end 
of each year in varying amounts. To an
ticipate such an .overage is unwise. To 
criticize such an overage is unfair. 

During a time of tremendous social 
change and national economic transi• 
tion, our Executive Board has done a 
remarkable job of planning a realistic 
state convention budget. If we fall short . 
of reaching that budget, we need to 
work harder to sustain a high level of 
stewardship. If we exceed the budget, 
we need to be grateful to God that some 
needs can be met earlier than originally 
anticipated. - Roy F. Lewis, Associate 
Executive Secretary 

Page 19 

https://Therefo.re
https://gospel.of


1 

FIBERGLASS 
• STEEPLES 
e WALL CROSSES 

STAINED FIBERGLASS WINDOWS 
BAPTISTRIES 

e BAPTISTRY 
HEATERS 

Write for tree 
color brochure. 

e 
• 

A/C 214 657-6524 Box 931 Henderson, Texas 75652 

COMPLETE DOMESTIC AND INTERNATIONAL SERVICE 
• Airline Tickets • Steamship • Auto Rentals 
• European Rail Passes • Hotel Reservations 
CRUISES • CHARTERS GROUP .TRAVEL 

Package Tours • Commercial Accts. 
There Is No Charge For Our Service 

R.S. "BOB" PETERS JR. 
Travel Agency 

Branch of Dan Dipert Tours 
2813 Kavanaugh • Phone (501)666-0242 • Little Rock 

Pew cushions 
Quality, comfort and beauty. 

We believe we can 
aav• your church money. 

For free estimate contact: 
Eugen, Hughu, Ph. 777-6474 

111 E. Second Street 
Hope, Ark. 71801 

Custom made 

Church Furniture 
Is One of Our Specialties 

Clean used church buses 

J & M Motors 
Hwy. 65, South 
Conway, Ark. 

329-6634 or 329-6176 

Place Your Order With Us 
Please come by and see 
our samples on display. 

Cox Planing MIii · 
and Lumber Co. 

212 E. Main AC501 
Piggott, Ark. · 598-2230 
72454 598-2239 

f , a Christmas 
keepsake 
cassette 
Dedicated to the Lord 
and consecrated 
to His purpose 

Receive the word·- an inspirational Christmas message by 
the distinguished Dr. W. A Criswell (side 1). The Story of 
Christmas, a stirring, spiritual narration by Hal Tunis with carols 
and hymns - a biblical reminder 
of the Joy 'of Christmas (side 2). 
This cassette is an ideal rememberance to have and to give. 
Kindly.allow 2 weeks for delivery. 
TOORDER: 
Send check or mon~y order in the amount of s7_99 (this 
includes handling and postage) to: THE STORY OF 
CHRISTMAS , Vlveca Inc., P.O. Box 30332, 
Dallas, Texas 75230. 

(Please print or write clearly) 

PEW CUSHIONS 
Comfort and beauty. At prices your 

Church can afford. . 
For free estimate contact 

FLOWERS CUSHION SERVICE 
P.O. Box 587, Keene, Tex. 76059 

Phone: A-C 817 645-9203 

For ula 
Used Church Pews 

Laird Church Furniture Mfg. Co.· 
3300 S. Woodrow. Uttl1 Rock, Ark. 

Phoat: 683--4175 . 

Presenting ... 

ANITA BRYANT 
IN SACRED CONCERT 

Pine Bluff 

Con~entlon Center Arena 

Saturday, Nov. l~h 

8:00 p.m. 

TICKETS: $6.00-$5.00-$4.00 

"Orders of 5. or More Tickets:" 
$5.00-$4.00-$3.00 

Order Yours Today From: 

The Pine Bluff . 
Convention Center Box Office 

P.O: Box 8748 
Pine Bluff, Ark. 

*Available at: 
Box Office Window 
Mail order accepted 

Presented By: 
The M. B. Russell Agency, Inc. 
P.O. Box 1366, Pine Bluff, Ark. 

• I 
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by Orwell Bryant · 
North Crossett First . Ch.urchInternational Lesson 

Active Christian compassion 
Luke 14:12-14 
Luke 16:19-31 

. James 2:1-7 

It was Simon Pe
ter, after the ex- . 
peritmce with Cor
nelius, · who said, 
"Of a truth, I per
ceive that God's no 
respector of per
sons." He learned 
through this ex
perience that as far 
as God's con
cerned all inen are 
equally sinful and Bryant 
·need the salvation offered in Jesus 
Christ and that message is to be shared 
with all men regardless of who they are. 
Sometimes we are interested only in 
sharing the gospel of Christ with those 
who are like us. Jesus spoke to this very 
attitude. 

A gospel for all men 
(Luke 14:12-14) 

, Jesus had been invited to dinner at 
the home of one of the leaders of the 
Pharisees. He observed that all the other 
guests were trying to find seats of honor 
at the table. These were the "religious" 
people scrambling to sit in the best 
places, seeking to improve their posi
tion regardless of the others. Theirs was 
a religion that sought the achievement 
of their own selfish interest and desires. 
The best seat was to the right of the 
Lord, then to his left and on around the 
table following that pattern. Jesus ad
dressed himself to the guests by means 
of a parable in which he told them that 
humility ought to be desired rather than 
their selfish interests. He said "For 
whosoever exalteth himself shall be 
abased; and he that humbleth himself 
'shall be exalted" (V. 11) . . 

Then Jesus turned his atten.tion to the 
host. It was obvious that the guest list 
was composed of a very exclusive group 
of people. Friends, relatives, rich 
neighbors, those who would return the 
invitation. It was something of a ''you 
scratch my.back and I will scratch yours" 
relationship. Purely self-seeking in 
motive. Every person attending was . in -

. vited with the understanding that the 
host would receive something in return. 

Jesus suggested to the host that the 
next time he gave a party, he would do 
well to change his guest list. He should 
go out and invite the poor, the crippled 
of the home, and the blind. Reach out .in 
genuine compassion to those in need, 
who will never be able to return the 
favor, This is without a doubt a principle 

November 10, 1977 

to be followed by the church. Never 
· must the church reach out only to those 
who will do the most for the church, es.
pecially financially. The church must 
always reach out to all · people, 
regardless of who they are with the pur
pose of meeting their needs and leading 
them to a saving faith in Jesus Christ. 
That compassion must be active in ex
'pression in that there is genuine effort 
to reach all'men. Those with the physical ' 
handicaps mentioned by Jesus were 
considered to be sinners and unclean, 
not accepted in the presence of the 
righteous. Not one of us can escape the 
truth that "we have all sinned and come 
short of the glory of God." Without the 
grace of God applied to our hearts in 
Jesus Christ we would all be miserable 
'lost sinners. As we look at the down and 
·outer, at those who h_ave not had the 
opportuniti.es that we have ex
perienced, we ought to be compelled to 
say, "There but by the grace of God, go 
I." Then we will reach out and share the 
love of God in Christ with them. 

Ultimat~ value 
. (Luke 16:19-31) 

So many times everything that looks 
good and desirable on the surface is not 
necessarily so in actual fact. As we look 
at this parable of Jesus concerning the 
rich man and the poor . beggar, it ap
pears that the most desirable position is 
that of the rich man. He had it all, all that 
the world views as important, dressed in 
purple which was an expensive outer 
garment worn by royalty. The inner gar
ment was of expensive fine linen . He 
had all one could want, fine clothes, a 
beautiful home and an abundance of 
food to eat. The other character in the 
parable is just a poor beggar to be 
pitied. He was in a miserable condition. 
He lived on the crumbs that were dis
carded from the rich ·man's table. More 
than likely, these crumbs were actually 
pieces of bread that were left over from 
the meals . . It is difficult to imagine 
someone living on the scraps of 
another's table. Making the poor beg
gar's condition even worse was the sores 
that afflicted his body, sores that were 
licked by the neighborhood dogs. To no 
on~'s surprise, the poor beggar . soon 
died. A man who had nothing in this 
world now possessed everything that is 

The Outlines of the International Bible Lesson for 
Christian Teaching, Uniform Series, are copyrighted 
by the international Council of Religious Education. 
Used by permission. 
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of real value. At his death, he was taken 
away "by the angels into · Abrahams 
bosom." This is without a doubt a pie-

. tur.e of heaven. What a beautiful picture 
of sorrow and suffering being trans
formed into 1joy and victory in heaven. 

The rich · man suddenly died, which 
may have been a surprise to many. Here 
is a man who had everything this world 
could offer, now in death . had it all 
stripped away to ·experience the tor
ment of hell for an eternity. From the 

· agony and sorrow of his hellish abode, 
he cried out · for relief for himself and 
begged that his brothers be warned. The 
answer to both was no, there could be 
no relief from thatsuffering and both he 
and his brother had been sufficiently 
warned by God's word through Moses 
and the prophets. 

This parable points out the ultimate 
value of life cannot be measured by 
~hat one has or achieves in this world. 
The most important thing is what one 
has in the life to come. Evidently life can 
be enjoyed by all who will trust Christ by 
faith. Eternal death awaits all who reject 
Christ's call to salvation. 

Partial treatment in the church 
(James 2:1-7) 

A situation existed-within the conduct 
of the church services that greatly upset 
James. When certa in rich meri attended 
·the worship services, the ushers would 
greet . then:i at the door and escort them 
to the best seat in . the house. The 

/ problem was if a poor man happened to 
be sitting in that .seat, he was told to 
either stand up or sit on the floor. James . 
accused these brethren of showing par
tiality tq a wealthy man, while pushing a 
poor man out of the way. He pointed 
out to 'them that God has chosen the 
poor of the world because of their faith 

· while the Christians James was address
in g had chosen to 'dishonor them. 
Furthermore, these Christians were giv
ing special honor to those very people 
who were guilty ofrseverely persecuting 
them and had been blaspheming the 
name of Jesus. The sin of the matter was · 
that the reason for the special treatment 
of the rich was not because they loved 
all men equally, but they were con
cerned about receiving the benefits the 
rich men might have to offer. To love all 
men equally would have resulted in 
equal treatment of rich and poor alike. -

Active Christian compassion is to be 
applied to all men, regardless of their 
status in this world. 
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Dodd 

by Chaplain Paul W. DoddLife and Work Lesson Ft. Campbell, Ky. 

Limiting the help Jesus offers 
Nov. 13, 1977 

John 5:2-15 

Sunday's lesson not include John 5:4 as part of the would respond to the halt made whole 
begins a three-part Gospel'.s original text, the verse is very with joy and celebration. Such was not 
unit of study fo · helpful in revealing the cause of this · the case with the Jewish leaders, even 
cusing on various poor man's utter despa.ir. Scripture dis though the festimony of the healed man 
responses people closes that "hope deferred maketh the was precise and clear (John 5:15). They 
sometimes make to heart sick ..." (Prov. 13:12). Here was a totally missed the significance of the oc
the claims of Christ. man made heart-sick, for his hopes had casion and the joy of the historic ex

. The lessons are been dashed time and time again. He perience, when they turned it into cause 
based on John 5~7, possessed the twisted and crippled to condemn the very one who brought 
as we continue in limbs of a long-time invalid as his cons it to pass. Not only did they condemn 
our six-month tant reminder. He had invested his him for healing on the Sabbath, but they 
study of John's hopes in the wrong place - in the also charged him with religious 
Gospel. . troubling of water of Bethesda, instead blasphemy for claiming equality with 

At least three key objectives should of in the Living Water of Life; in some • the Father. They were a sorry lot of 
hold our attention as we search the unknown angel, instead of the Ancient religious nit-pickers and legal sharp
truths of these chapters. We will seek: of Days; in superstitious tales, rather shooters. They were totally without 
(1) to explore why different individuals than in spiritual truth. In short, he was spiritual discernment. God had sent un
sometimes respond to the claims of dreadfully ignorant to the real exciting speakable blessings; wonderful joy, a 
Christ in totally different ways, (2) to spiritual possibilities that the Lord had glorious miracle, yet they found fault, 
gain insight into our own personal for him. complained and criticized. It's an old, 
relationship with Christ through a How often do we respond to the chal old pattern, and one over which I'm 
careful study of the experiences of lenges and opportunities of the Christ sure our Lord grows quite weary. For the 
others, and (3) ·to open the door for centered life with ready reasons why Pharisees, such spiritual impoverish
meartingful spiritual growth as we focus there can be no future but failure. ment quickly led to even further limita
on the Master's mighty ministry among Somehow, it's always much easier to rely tions of Jesus. They limited his effec
men. on reasons our situation is hopeless and tiveness in their own lives ... 

Chapter 5 of John's Gospel begins .a helpless, than to rely on God to redeem . , • through confusion of 
series of chapters disclosing the growing and transform that very situation. Such spiritual priorities (John 5:9-10)
storm of conflict between Jesus and the was the case with the poor cripple. He A pattern of stark contrasts is seen in 
religious establishment of his day. came dreadfully close to limiting the John 5:9-10. John 5:9 discloses the 
Turner and Mantey, in their commen help Jesus co,uld so miraculously offer. electric excitement of a lame man taking 
tary, suggest that "here the light of the Had Jesus turned. away, discouraged up his bed and walking for the first time 
world encounters the increasing and defeated by the man's outlook on in 38 years. John 5: 10 reveals the con_. 
ho~tility of the world of darkness ..." So life, all · possibility of health and ,hap temptable response of the religious
it, always is when the claims of Christ are piness would have been shattered. How legalists; "It is not lawful." They
presented in marked contrast to ,the sensitive and discerning we must be to revealed a total and complete confusion 
ways of the world. the absolute power and ability of God to · of spiritual priorities.

The world would always seek to place provide according to our every need. There are still those who gloat more in 
restrictions and limitations on the work How very careful we must be not to limit their · religiosity, and in their pompous
and ministry of Christ. While some such God's work through our own defeated rituals and precise liturgies, than they do 

· limitations are premeditated and attitudes and apathy. The Psalmist in the redemptive work of Jesus Christ 
deliberate attempts to discredit and declared in Psalm 78:41 that Israel in the hearts and lives of lost people. , 
destroy him, others seem to be more "turned back and tempted God, and They, too, have dreadfully misplaced
subtle and ev~sive. Today's lesson deals limited the Hqly One of Israel." How their priorities. In doing so, they limit 
with both. The help Jesus offers may be tragic! For scripture teaches that "Eye the use God can make of their lives and 
limited ; .. hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither ministries. He is still, and always has 

have entered into the heart of man, the• • . Through ignorance of been, a God who delights infinitely
spiritual possibilities (John 5:7) · things which God hath prepared for more in obedient service than in 

When questioned by Jesus concern them that love him" (I Cor. 2:9). heartless sacrifice. 
ing his desire to "be made whole" (John However, others limit the help Jesus of How delightful it would have been 
5:6), an infirm, lame, pitiful man, a fers ... had the ·lame man, instead of his subtle 
seriously handicapped criRpl~ for some , • f Through lack of and ignorant limiting of Jesus' help, and . 
38 years, responded by describing the spiritual discernment (John 5:15) the Jewish leaders, instead of their out
utter hopelessness of his lot in life. He If the crippled man was ignorant' of right conspiracy to restrict him, come 

the spiritual possibilities Jesus had to ofresponded with ready reasons why he quickly and obediently to the wonderful 
could never be made whole. Regretful fer, others were even more seriously conclusion of Paul in Philippians 4:19: 
ly, he had placed his hope for healing blinded in their spiritual discernment. "But my God shall supply all your need 
and. health in what was apparently a · Normal people, you would . think, according to his riches in glory by Christ 
rather shaky and superstitious tradition. Jesus." God forbid that we would ever 

Thl,s lesson treatment Is based on the life and WorkHe sought healing from some kind of restrict or limit such a promise through Currkulum for Southern Baptist Churches, copyright 
mysterious Judean "fountain of youth". by The Sunday School loard of the Southern litpllsl either subtle resistance or willful rejec
While the best ancient manuscripts do Convention. All rlghll reserved. Used by permission. tion I 
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-----Attendance report A smile or two 
OcL 30, 1977 

ChuKh 
Alexander, First 
Alpena, First 
Ash Flat, First 

Sunday 
School 

142 
94 
79 

Church 
Tralnlns 

49 
11 
27 

ch·u.rch 
acldns. A terrible driver was trying to get out 

of a parking place. Fir.st, he crashed into 
the car in frorit of him, then into the car 

mess, walked up to the driver and 
demanded: "Okay, Buster, let's see your 
license!" 

Batesville, first 
Bentonville 

Central Avenue 
Mason Valley 

Berryville 
first 
Freema'n Heights 

271 

82 · 
78 

172 
168 

123 

32 
41 

S6 
64 

behind, and finally he banged into an 
oncoming car as he tried to pull into 
traffic. 

A policeman, watching the whole 

"Why, officer, you must be joking,"· 
the man said. "Who'd be crazy enough 
to give me a license?" 

Rock Springs 
Biscoe, First 

56 
130 

44 
49 

Booneville 
First 328 

Mission 30 
South Side 109 62 

Bryant, First Southern 236 136 
Cabot, Mt. Carmel 394 180 
Camden 

CullendaJe First 649 155 -
Elriott 413 155 

Cash 150 . 60 

Charleston, First 212 55 . Opportunity
Conway 

Oak Bowery ,134 73 
Pickles Gap 244 116 
Second ' 443 153 

Crossett 
First 962 2i6 49 
Mt.Olive 362 134 ! 1 

Danville, First 249 56 
, Dell · 85 40 Are you interested?DesArc,First 184 60 

El Dorado, West Side 601 590 
Ft. Smith 

First 1606 
1179 244 

Mission 19 
Haven Heights 215 89 

Grand Avenue 

Do you qualify?
Trinity 169 49 

Fouke, First 116 54 
Gentry, First 157 53 
Gillham 110 · 54 
Grandview 82 63 
Green forest, first 220 62 Would you be interested .in being a part of a non-profitGreenwood, firJt 411 201 
Hampton, First 159 125 
Hardy, First 199 79 organization which affords its members the opportunity to retire 
Harrison, Woodland Heights 152 71 
Hector, first 31 16 in splendor if there is a need when you are 65 years old - a 
Hope, First 396 95 
Hot Springs luxurious resort-like setting where you would have your own 

Harvey's Chapel 111 89 
Park Place 340 90 beautifully furnished living quarters, complete with color TV 

Hughes, First 200 7A 
Jacksonv ille and daily maid service - where you could enjoy golfing,
· Marshall Road · 229 65 
Second 159 . 41 boating and many wonderful activities that you and I did not 

Jonesboro 
friendly Hope 157 106 have time to enjoy during our earlier years. Yes, this and many
Nettleton 358 131 

Kingston, First 61 ·J4 other fantastic benefits accrue to those of us who areLavaca, First 340 144 
, little Rock 

Crystal Hill 150 59 members. 
life line 487 97 
Wakefield 84 30 This is a worldwide organization over 600 years old; with 

Melbourne, Belview 226 127 
Monticello, Second 390 116 resources in excess of 600 milliori dollars. 
Mulberry, First 287 154 
Murfreesboro 

First 191 54 
Mt. Moriah 65 

North Little Rock 
Calvary 469 123 
Harmony 75 49 
levy 542 115 

996 : If there· is an interest on your part, please flll out the information IPark Hill 
Parasould I asked for and return to: George Fortlnberry 1· 

Ca lva ry 381 284 20 
East Side 419 202 10 
First 526 113 I P.O. Box 2580 I 

Paris, First 401 77 
Pine Bluff 

Centennial 174 68 • 1 Little Rock, Ark. 72203 I 
First 661 83 
Lee Memorial 298 87 
South Side 603 105 
Watson Chapel 567 150 

Rogers r ·I 
First . 594 154 
Immanuel 477 105 

Russellville I NAME---------'-------- I 
First 670 109 
Second 163 62 

Sherwood, First . 294 75 I I 
Springdale· I ADDRESS ---------'------- I

Caudle Avenue 175 79 
Elmdale 375 126 
First 1589 

Texarkana I PHONE NO._________________ I 
Hickory Street 165 
Shiloh Memorial 232 94 

Vandervoort, First 86 43 
Van Buren, first 573 173 

Mission 16 . 
West Helena, Second 223 124 I 

I 
Age Group: 18-25 ( ) ·25-35 ( ) 35-55 ( ) over 55 ( ) I

. 
Winthrop, First 97 65 
Wooster,Flrst 137 94 L__ -_________ . . ---J
Woodson 26 42 19 
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Baptist educators review · values 

·in ·follow-up·of McGrath Study 

NASHVILLE - More than 75 Southern 
Baptist educators participated in the first 
follow-up phase of the most com
prehensive se lf-study ever undertaken 
by Southern Baptist colleges and schools 
with a two-day national w0rkshop on 
the McGrath Study, which was begun in 
1976. 

Featmed speaker for the meeting of 
college presidents and deans · was 
Landrum Bolling, president of Lilly En

. dowment, which provided the $100,000 
I 
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grant for the study among 49 Baptist co l
leges and universities. Bol li ng, former 
president of Ear lham College and · a 
leader in higher education, speaking to 
the importance· of Christian values on 
the college campus, said, "The basir. is
sues are those issues about human 
destiny, about the nature of God, the 
nature of the universe, the nature of 
man and about our responsibility to that 
universe, to God and to one another."· 

The McGrath Study grew out of a 
National Colloquium held in June of 
1976 in which reaffirmations of' the 
theological and biblical presuppositions 
of Christian education were adopted 
unanimously by the more than 900 par-
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by Darrell W. Wood 

ticipants. 
Under the leadership of Earl McGrath, 

former U.S. Commissioner of Education 
· and current ly associated with the 

Program in Liberal Studies · of the 
Univers'ity of Arizona, Southern Baptist• 
colleges and schools launched this study 
in order to examine the central concern 
of Christian purpose and va lues in 
church-related schools. 

Sponsored jointly by the Education 
Commission of the Southern Baptist 
Convention (SBC) and the Association 
of ·southern Baptist Co lIeges and 
Schools (ASBCS), the study reviewed 
church-college relationships, in
stitutional functioning and goals, and 
financial trends. Major gbals of the 
study included examination of the pur
poses and programs of Baptist schools, 
identification of strengths arid 
weaknesses, analysis of how faculties 
and administrators perceive the order-
ing of goals, and assessment of financial 
condition . 

The national workshop in Nashvi lle 
provided an opportunity for Baptist 
school administrators to hear interpreta
tions of the various findings by Dr. 
McGrath and John Minter, who con
ducted the financial section of the . 

study. 
The McGrath ·Study contains many 

positive statements about the work of 
Baptist co lleges and schools. On· the 
other hand, the report indicates some 
weaknesses which the college ,presi-,. 
dents, deans and faculties are con
cerned about correcting. The report 
reveals that student enrollment in

.creased 31 percent during the 10-year 
· period 1965-75, considerab ly better than 
higher education in general. The finan 
cial study shows Southern Baptist co l
leges and universities are considerably 
stronger than the average private in 
stitution, and receive better support 
from private gifts and grants, including 
church sources, than many other 
church-related colleges. · 

Baptist co lleges ranked hit h in their 
link with the church and the denomina
tion. About half the schools were given 
high marks for a clear and explicit- state
ment of religious purpose and service to 
the · denomination, while most of the 
others have r.elatively definite but im
plied statements of such purpose. 

According to Bolli ng, "The church 
col leges that have become weakest are 
those that have cut their ties with the 
church. · 

Daniel Grant (left), president of Ouachita University and vice-chairman of the 
Education Commission of the Southern Baptist Convention (SBC), discusses the 
findings of .the McGrath Study with James Staples (right), president of Ca lifornia 
Baptist College, and Earl McGrath who headed the research . The McGrath Study, 
conducted with a $100,000 grant from Lilly Endowment, examin es 49 Southern Bap
tist colleges in the areas of church-co llege re lationship, institutional planning and 
goals, and f inancial trends. An additiona l 'Lilly grant of $50,000 will help Bapt ist col
leges w ith interpreta,tions of the report and fo llow-up. (Photo by Jud Wood) 
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