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CLARK COUNTY CHRONICLES

Manchester once included most of Dallas County

'y Wendy Richter
 the Siftings

The Manchester com-
-nunity of Clark County
ra-es its history back to
he county’s earliest days.
Nhen locals speak of
Monchester™ today, they

v usually referring to a
wneral area in Clark

‘vanty south and east of
*Ouachita River. Man-

ter Township was
t e<tablished in 1838,
uird at the time, it includ-
! practically all of pres-

nt day Dallas County,
slns an area northeast of
he Saline River, less an
fmost equal part south
imd west of the Saline.
\Manchester appeared as a

o on an 1860 map in
the northeastern part of
lownship 8 South and
inge 18 West, T()(l.’l)'. the

Tinchester community

ofhicially a part of Cad-
do “i\\l\\hip.

Indians were quite ac-
tive in the area, particu-
iy along the Ouachita
v er, prior to the arrival
't Furopeans. A 1720
French map shows the
Ouachita as flowing into
the "Rouge”™ (Red) River,

1

indicating that the French
had indeed explored the
region. Many modern-day
names reflect a French
influence — names such
as L'Eau Frais, Cassa Mas-
so, Tulip, Terre Noire and
Saline. -

All of what is now
Arkansas became a part
of the United States fol-
lowing the Louisiana Pur-
chase in 1803. By 1822,
arca lands had been sur-
veyed, and settlers began
filtering into Clark Coun-
ty. After statehood in
1836, even more people
arrived. Early residents
included the Hudson,
Strong, Gray, Russell,
Rucks, Holt, McCargo,
Langley, Owens, McDon-
ald, Smith, Tatum, Lit-
tlejohn and Holloway
families. Land specula-
tors such as the
Somerville Land Compa-

ny acquired huge tracts of

land in eastern Clark
County. Among the spec-
ulators from Tennessee
who stayed on as perma-
nent residents were John
Brown, Thomas Hudson,
Joseph Gray and N.K.
Jones.

With the increases in

population came the es-
tablishment of Manches-
ter Township in 1838. Cit-
izens cleared land, built
homes, churches and
roads. The new land
turned out to be ex-
tremely good for grow-
ing cotton, and the Oua-
chita River offered a con-
venient means of trans-
portation to markets.

But the Civil War
changed everything. The
war devastated the area,
not only on a personal
level, but also within the
cconomy: lives were lost,
land values plummeted,
possessions were ruined
and personal property val-
ues declined to almost
nothing,.

Following the war, the
Reconstruction Era
proved to be especially
difficult for Manchester.
The old system of farming
no longer existed — freed-
men had no land to farm,
and landowners had no
money with which tg hire
labor. The introc
of sharecroppiiifg helped,
but a shortage of animals
made that difficult as well.
Smaller farms became the
norm. Even with the
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area’s economic decline, a
post office was established
at Manchester in 1880.
But just a few vears later,
in 1903, the Dalark Post
Ofhice took over service to
the area. Later, that office
closed, and today, mail
for most residents goes
through Arkadelphia.
Significant migration
out of Manchester into
more urban areas oc-

curred in the first half of

] OURTESY OF THE CLARK COUNTY HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION
The Nathan Strong family was one of the earliest residents of the Manchester
area, moving to the area in 1837 This image shows the old Strong family home.

the twentieth century. In
contrast to the antebel-
lum vears and the suc-
cess with cotton, as of
1980, only 223 acres of
cotton were under culti-
vation in Clark County
cast of the Ouachita Riv-
er. Few of those farmers
pursued their work on a
full-time basis. Today.
most Manchester resi-
dents are employed else-
where, and commute to

nearby towns for work.

For additional infor-
mation about Clark
County history, visit or
contact the Clark County
Historical Museum
(www.clarkcountyhisto-
ry.org or 230-1360) or
the Clark County Histor-
ical Association’s Archives
at the Ouachita Baptist
University Library
(www.obu.edu/archives
or 245-5332).
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