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ALBERT ROBINSON 

Southern Accent 

Crucial 
Issues 

In his book, Tbe 
Wbrld-and The West , 
the distinguished 
Briti sh histori an 

�~ �m�o�l�d� lbynbcc pointed out  " �t�t �~�a�t� nothing 
in the modern world has had and is hav­
ing so profound an impact on modern 
society in all its aspects as modern science 
and technology. No facet of life today 
esapcs, whether it be religion, philosophy, 
politics, medical science, to marne a few 
examples. 

New discoveries in V2rious fields of 
natun.l science and their technological ap­
plicatioil since World War II arc occurring 
at such 1'2pld pace that society is hard put 
to cope with them. Advances in the area 
of biology, especl:tlly genetics, are creating 
an increasing number of bio-ethical pro­
blems which must be faced by the in­
dividual and society. They cannot be ig­
nored. Cloning, in vitro fertilization of the 
human ova, hybdridlzation of cells from 
differcm organisms, genetic engineering, 
use of growth substances, life -prolonging 
techniques In �m�c�d�i�c�l�n�~ �.� all arc demanding 
that attention be given to the question 

SPEAK UP 
whether any of these should or should not 
be employed. 

There arc two value systems from which 
the answers to tht::SC problems can be: deriv­
ed: Christianity or secular philosophy. One 
or more: of these difficult issues will pro­
bably touch every individual and every 
family In America within the next dec.ade. 
It is imperative that public policy and the 
individual's personal response to these 
issues be examined and evalu:ued from a 
bibli cal viewpoint. It has already become 
abundantly clear from the public policy on 
abortion that decisions predicated upon 
secular philosophy wi.ll not uphold the 
dignity of the individual or the sanctity of 
human life. 

Arkansas Baptists can be pleased that 
they have two institutions impacting upon 
higher education in Ark2nsas :tnd shaping 
ttJ,e thinking of their students with the 
biblical truth that man is created in the im· 
age of God and that his handwork must not 
be disrepected or casually tossed aside and 
sacrificed to expediency. 

Considering the implications of these 
and other crucial moral issues confronting 
our youth, more and more Aaptist parents 
may wish to encourage their sons and 
daughters to attend a Baptist college where 
these mauers arc handled on the basis of 
scriptural principles. 

Albert Robinson Jr. is administrative 
assistant and professor of botany at 
Southern Baptist College. 

Come With Me On My 

Twenty-Fifth Bible Lands Tour 
January 12-22, 1988 

.Deluxe-Petra (Jordan) and full Israel ; 

Cecil Sutley 

Egypt optional-For full information, write today 
Dr, Cecil Sutley, Ouachita Baptist University 

Arkadelphia, AR 71923 

Leader I Member Training 
Centennial Kickoff 

Day: 10 a.m.- 2:30p.m. 
Night: 7 - 9 p.m. 

September 14 ............. Grand Avenue Church, Fort Smith 
September 15-16. . ..... . First Church, Fayetteville 
September 17. . ........ . First Church, Harrison 
September 28. . . . . . . ..... First Church, West Memphis 
September 29-30. . ...... Central Church, Jonesboro 
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Bring sack lunch for day meeting. Nursery for 
preschoolers am and pm. Baptist Book Store display 

DON MOORE 

You'll Be Glad 
To Know 

1 just must tell 
you! Stressful times 
give rise to new and 
creative experiences 
if fa.ccd wi th faith in 
the Lord. Centennial 
Association, lllilde up 
of 13 churches in 
Arkansas County, has 
faced such times. Being almost totally 
an agri cultural economy, one can imagine 
the discouragement faced by both pastors 
and people during the past few years. 
Too small to afford a director of missions, 
this little band of people has tried w 
carry on as best it could. Volunteers have 
carried the· full load of responsibilit y. 
For the· first time in its more than 40 
)'Car history, a layman is serving as 
moderator. 

Praying, searching, and hoping for a 
brighter day, they scheduled a week of 
revival servi ces for the association. Three 
nights in the DeWitt High School 
Auditorium and three nights in the Nation­
al Guard Armory at Stuttgart were sche­
duled, with two day services in each 
of the two citi es at their First Baptist 
Church. 

It was my joy to be the preacher 
for the crusade, which was entitled 
''Cc:lebration of Hope.'' The services were 
intentionally and unapologetically for the 
purpose of renewing and instilling hope 
in the hearts of discouraged believers. 
What a blessing to see all of the pastors 
and churches working together! The " joy 
of the Lord" really did return to our 
hearts service after service. He knew our 
need and met us there, and hope was 
reborn. 

I am so thankful to God and so proud 
of our brothers and sisters over there: for 
the vision, faith, courage, and flexibility 
they had in trying something new they 
thought was from God. It was! May others 
of us be open to God's special leadership 
that will be his answer for our churches in 
these troubled times. 

I am also proud of the people in our 
Danville churches. Conflicts in the past 
resulted in there being two churches in 
Danville. Their differences were recently 
reconciled and now they arc one in the 
same church �m�~�m�b�e�r�s�h�l�p �.� Such events only 
come from God's grace at work in many 
people's lives. Praise the Lord! 

Don Moore ls executive director of the 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention. 
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Small Church Emphasis 

tJse of Hi,. Vocational Volunteers 

DALE HOUOWA Y gregation of the s mall church set up .job 

I 

volunteer? Should the pas to r o r con-

interv!k w s fo r the bi -vocatio na l 
One of the great needs of small chur- volunteer? Should the pastor of the ·small 

ches is trained suff. The church faces a church be responsible for assisting the 
real dllemma. There ce rtainly is not ' volunteer in fmd.ing housing? All of these 
enough buc;lget tO pay full~ time staff peo- questions :and others will have to be 
pte to serve. Without tr.tined individuals worked out as the small church and the 
to 255ist, the church growth becomes dif- bi-vocational vo lunteer join together to 
ficult and sometimes impossible. Often se rve the Lord. 
the: church struggles to stay alive, and Perhaps the most important quest ion 
sometimes, w ithout the help of trained for most small churches is, " Where can 
individuals, the church wHI di e. The they obtain hi -vocational volunteers?" 
answer lies in obtaining trained sWf pco- The obvio us answer to this question is 
pie whO w ill serve as bi -vocation:tl in Baptist colleges, Bible schools, and 
volunteers. semin:tries. With the inc~ase of in-
The~ are a number of advantages in dividuals whom the Lord has led to sur­

the use of hi-vocational multi -staff render to ministry and to attend our col­
volunteers . First , the hi-vocational leges and seminaries, there is an incrcas­
volunteer provides strength and en- ing number o f individuals who are scek­
cour2gemcnt for the pastor of a small ing places of servi ce. Many of these arc 
struggling situation. One pastor in well trained but limited in experience. 
Wisconsin had started his work with six Small churches can provide them oppor­
families, and four of them had moved tunity for service that wiU enhance their 
away. In spite of the 4,000 visits that he ministry in later years. · 
had made, his work was declining. A bi- Obviously individuals can serve as hi ­
vocational volunteer assisted him in ob- vocational volunteers while earning a liv­
t.ainlng new insight and encouraged him ing through secular employment. The 
to continue his work. needs of the church must be carefu lly 

Sc!cond, a bi-voc:uional stl.ff volunteer coordinated with the needs of the 
brings his family, his tithe and his talents. secular employer. By careful selection of 
The pastor and the hi-vocational staff a secu lar jo b, problems can be 
member strengthen each other, and minimized. 
together they a~ able to enhance the It is essential that a hi-vocational multi-
leadership of the congregation. staff volunteer receive proper orientation 

Finally, when the new cong~gation for service. There are many who can 
establishes a mission the volunteer is assist with this orientation . Among those 
already on the scene and can become the would be experienced pastors, directprs 
pastor of the new mission. The bi- of assoc iational missions, in-service 
vocational volunteer can then enlist guidance directors, state staff personnel 
other hi-vocational volunteers to assist and seminary professors. With proper 
him with the new congregation. o rientat ion and guidance, the hi -

There are difficulties in the bi- vocational volunteer multi-staff persons 
vocational multi-staff concept. First of can be of tremendous assistance to 
all , who wiU encourage the pastor of a chu rches. 
small church to branch out and enlist bi· Let me encourage small churches to 
vocational multi-staff volunteers? Equally explore the resources of using volunteers 
important is the question of who w ill as staff personnel. Such relationships can 
synthesize volunteers to the challenge of prove invaluable both to the volunteer 
becoming a hi-vocational staff member and to the local church . In short, the 
in a small church or new work an::a? work of the Lord wUI be enhanced 
Usually, the individual from the th rough such relationships . 
established state convention who goes to 
college and seminary to obtain training 
envisions himself as a staff member in a 
church wich can provide full support. 

Questions arise as to who wiU locate 
secular work for the hi-vocational 

September 10, 1987 

Dale Holloway is a national consul­
tant on bl-vocadonal ministries for 
the SBC Home Mission Board. He 
was a bi-vocatlonal pastor for 33 
years. 

He just called. 
fifteen minutes 
I be In that 

wanting answers 
his problems .• 
[!J/' 

Discover answers for today's 
stressful situations. Dr. 
Crabb, Jr. presents a cotmsellllOI 

l"aooro<tch. based on the Bible, 
,.H,.rtlvf'lv deals wtth 

Dr. Lawrence J. Crabb. Jr .• 
national~ known clinical 
psychologist. author and 
speaker along with his 
associates read this intens~ 

Dr. Crabb presently 
the Chairman of the Biblical 

Department of Grace ~ 
in Winona Lake, Indiana. 
or Basic Prlncfples of 

·~:~~~~~~::~~~~~and Effective Blbllc.JI l1 · Encouragement:TheKeyto 
Marriage Build~. two 

~Is and rumerous 
artides. 

Fellowship Bible Church 
12601 Hinson Road 
Little Rock, AR 72214 

October 12"17, 1987 
For more Information, call 22~7171 

100 SM!in.lry Drlvt 
Winona l.lk~. IN 
1119/169-6 741 
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Arkansas All Over 

People 

Mr. and Mrs. R.A. HW of Little Rock 
cclebr:ucd their 50th wedding :anniversary 
Sept. 6 with a recep­
tion at Immanuel 
Church in Little 
Rock. Hosting the 
event were their 
daughters, Mrs. Rich­
ard White of Little 
Rock and Mrs. E.C. 
McKenney of Hous­
ton, Texas; their five 
grandchildren; and 
their ' one great­
granddaughter. The Hill's were married in 
Thckerman Sept. 3, 1937. He has pastored 
churches in Louisiana, Kentucky, and 
Arkansas, as well as serving for 10 years in 
the Missions Department of the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention. His ministry 
covers a span of 50 years. Mrs. Hill has serv­
ed in Woman's Missionary Union, as a Sun­
day School te<~cher, and as a church pianist. 

Mitchum W. 'Japson began serving SepL 
6 as pastor of Mount Carmel Church, 
Cabot, coming there from Irving, Texas, 
where he has been serving as pastor of 
Hilltop Drive Church. He is a graduate of 
Ouachita Baptist University and 
Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary. Thpson, a native of Little Rock, 
is married to the former Linda Wallace of 
?inc: Bluff, who has been teaching music 
at First Baptist Academy in Dallas. They 
have three daughters, Leslie, 13 ,Julic, nine, 
:md Emily, eight. 

DUly Ray Usery observed his 20th an­
niversary of service as pastor of First 
Church, Clarksville., July 26. The church 
celebrated the occasion with a specia1 mor­
ning service which featured John Gilbert 
of Cincinnati , Ohio, as guest speaker; a 3·5 
p.m. reception at Seay Student Center at the 
University of the Ozarks honoring Usery 
and his wife, Gwen; and an evening service 
of testimonials , skits, music, and evems 
depicting Usery 's .20 years of service. 

Steve Harrelson has resigned as pastor of 
North Point Church, Roland, effective Sept. 
27. 

Danny Miller is serving as pastor of 
Guernsey Church , Hope. coming there 
from Rc2der. 
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MILLIE atif -

Tom Deere has resigned as pastor of Fair­
dale Church, Hot Springs. 

Dave Burt has resigned as minister of 
education and youth at First Church, 
Gravel Ridge, to join the staff of Sudbury 
First Church near Bos10n, Mass. 

Terrell Harrison Ill has been accepted 
for pre-doctoral studies at Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary. Harrison is 
the former pastor of Morrilton First 
Church. He and his wife, Dixie, will be liv­
ing on campus in seminary housing. She 
has accepted a position as full-time 
secretary to the director of admissions and 
registration. 

WUl Thompson recently observed his 
fifth year of service as minister of music 
at First Church, Hope. The church honored 
he and his wife, janie, and their children, 
Sarah and Will , with a reception and 
presented them with a gift. 

Larry Bare:cky resigned Aug. 16 as pastor 
of Calvary Church, Humsvillc. 

Briefly 

North Point Church at Roland will 
celebrate homecoming Sept. 20, according 
to Pastor Steve Harrelson . 

Russcllvllle First Church has created a 
new Sunday School department for 
younger single adults as a result of growth 
in that di':ision. 

Little Rock Calvary Church voted Aug. 
19 to accept primary sponsorship for a mis· 
sion project on Highway 10. In so doing, 
the church accepted responsibility for 
$40,000 of the $155,000 indebtedness 
against the property. The church also will 

assume responsibility for the project's 
oper2ting budget and is challenging seven 
to 10 families to help form the core leader­
ship for the new congregation. 

Natural Steps Church at Roland will 
celebrate Its 74th homecoming Sept. 13. 
wallace W. Scott will be spc:2ke:r, and music 
will be: provided by the Gospel Am­
bassadoB ofCasa. A potluck lunch wlll be 
served at noon. Ernest Whitten is pastor. 

Cryst:ol Hill Church In Little Rock has 
launched ''ProJect 90'' which will include 
the inst2.llation of new carpet, accomoda­
tions for the handicapped, the purchase of 
a 16-passenger van, paving of the parking 
lot, and a covered drive: through entrance. 
Project costs are estimated at 154,500, :md 
plans arc made for these Improvements to 
be completed by 1990, according to Pastor 
Sid Carswell. 

CentcnnJal Association recently spon­
sored a Christian Hope Crusade. The 
crusade w2s pl_?.nned especially to en­
cour2ge those experiencing needs during 
the area's economic crunch, according to 
jerre Hassell, pastor of Stuttgart First 
Church and association evangelism com­
mittee chairman. Don Moore, executive 
director of the Arlunsas Baptist Sute Con· 
vemion, was speaker. Music was directed 
by Don Knoll of Campbell, Calif. , a former 
resident of Almyra and a recent 
Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary graduate. Hassell reponed a 
record attendance of 428 for Sunday even­
ing services and an aver.tge: attendance of 
352 for the other five services. 

Portland and Montrose Mount Plea· 
sant Churches jointly sponsored a Youth 
Encounter Aug. 16-21 that recorded an 
enrollment of 55 and an average attendance 
of 41. 

caddo V..Uey Church "' Arkadelphia will 
be In reviV21 Sept. 20·23, according to 
Pastor O:mny W. Rogers. john D. Wilson, 
past president of Baptist Churches of South 
Mrica, will be speaker. 

Lexington Church otd:llned George Saf­
fle, Cecil Bane, and BUI Brown, to the 
deacon ministry July 26. Participating in 
the: service were Gary Klrkendoll, Doug 
Stewart, R.A. Bone, Thomas Simmons, 
john Evans, Danny Brown, and AI Alters. 

Brlnklcy First Church youth led services 
Aug. 30 at Friendship Church, Marianna. 
Kenny Vaughan was speaker. 
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