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Bible Like A
Precious Jewel

NEW YORK, NY (ABS)—Like the loving
Father of the one he calls Savior, Nicolas
Pinto is a carpenterby trade. And like the
Son, he feels a call to teach people the
truth.

Nicolas pastors a small evangelical
church on the outskirts of La Paz, Bolivia's
capital city. The members of his flock have
few worldly goods, but they are rich in the
Spirit, reports the American Bible Society.

And now after years of waiting they have
received what they know to be a gift from
above, the first Bible ever in their own
language, Aymara.

With love and tenderness Nicolas turns
the pages of his new Bible, holding it like
a precious jewel. ""We have longcd for this
moment for so many years,” he says, still
awed by the miracle. "It is truly wonder-
ful.”

In the past those to whom he ministers,
working men and women like himself, did
not always get the full meaning of the
Gospel message. It could only be read to
them in Spanish, a language with which
they are ill at ease.

Years of arduous labor went into bring-
ing Nicolas his first Bible, 11 of them spent
on translating the Aymara Old Testament
alone. Nicolas knows this. He also knows
that he has the generosity of Christians in
the United States to thank for helping make
it possible.

Santiago Quispe knows it, too. A
neighbor of Nicolas in La Paz, he is
employed in an evangelical printing shop,
and in fact was one of those who worked
on the new translation under Bible Socie-
ty guidance. At last he is free to go into
rural areas with the true Word in words his
listeners can understand.

There are some 1.5 million Aymara In-
dians, originally from the shores of Lake
Titicaca. That is why the Bible Society
chose the small town of Huarina on the
lake shore as the place to dedicate the new
Bible and to hold a two-day biblical con-
gress attended by persons from more than
10 denominations and Christian organiza-
tions, together with two special guests
from the national government.

The Aymara Bible is among the recent
new Bible Society translations, working
toward providing all people with the Word
of God in their own language.

BN GOO0D

NEWS /s

We Can’t Be
Indifferent

Zephaniah 1:6

Note that the priests are included in this
condemnation (v. 4). Their indifference
toward the will of God could have been
much of the reason for the people’s indif-
ference. Let the ministers and staff

bers of our churches be reminded that
in most cases the attitude of the people is
but a reflection of their own. I'heard of one
pastor who yawned in the midst of his own
sermon! Can we expect the people not to
be indifferent if the spirtual leader is
indifferent?

We Can’t Hide
From God
Zephaniah 1:12

Though a person may try to run from
God'’s presence, there’s no hiding place.
Modern man often seeks to escape from
God in several ways. He may try to lose
himself in his work, in pleasure, in drink,
or in gaining prcsllgc and power. If he is
h of side-

stepping God, he may busy himself in
religious or civic activities, but God has a
way of finding him.

A person may ‘claim that God is ‘un-
concerned about him. This is probably the
most dangerous attitude he can have
toward God. To say the Lord will do no
good or evil is to accuse him of either
powerlessness or apathy. This attitude gives
birth to a philosophy of selfishness: I am
my own god. Moreover, this attitude fails
to see that God blesses and punishes. If a
person believes that God doesn't respond
positively or negatively in his life, then he
will have little concern for God’s will.

We Can’t Improve
On Being Meek

Zephaniah 2:3

The sin of pride greatly disturbs our Lord;
but when his people humble themselves
and turn toward him, it abates his anger.
How important it is for our self-contained
world to recognize its need of God!

Adapted from *‘Proclalm,” July-Sept. 1980, Copyright
1980 The Sunday School Board of the Southern Baptist
Coaventioa: All rights resccved: Used by periission: For
subscription information, write to

Dept., 127 Niath Ave. North, Nubvlnc. ™ :nu

Page 2

, ARKANSAS BAPTIST NEWSMAGAZINE



'EDITOR’S PAGE

Care For The Elders

J. EVERETT SNEED

There are currently more than 18 million
Americans who are over 65 years of age.
This number is increasing every year. For-
tunately, the health of the majority of these
individuals is better than ever before in
history. The increase of both the quality
and duration of life is a cause for rejoic-
ing. But with a major segment of our
population having reached retirement age,
it means that older individuals, their
relatives, and our churches must adjust
some priorities in ministering.

The Bible makes it clear that both the
relatives and the church have responsibili-
ty for older people. Paul instructed,
*‘Rebuke not an elder, but instruct him as
a father... the elder women as
mothers. . " (1 Ti. 5:1-2). This responsibili-
ty includes financial support when
necessary. The apostle also directed, *‘But
if any widow have children or nephews, let
them learn first to show piety at home. . .
(1 Ti. 5:4).

Such assistance for the elders is a part of
the ethical duty of Christians. First, it is the
only way we can demonstrate our honor
and esteem to them for the services which
they have rendered to us. Both family and
church have received much from devout
older Christians. We also have a love debt
which in many instances can never be
repaid.

Today the American government pro-
vides much of the financial support which
in the time of the apostle Paul was a
responsibility of the family or the church.
But no matter how ad the reti

do, life is miserable.
Churches should sponsor activities
which enable senior citizens to form con-

tinuing fri Many congregation:

have a weekly program for older people.
They are brought to the church house, a
meal is served, and Bible study and sim-
ple recreation activities are provided. The
abilities of retired people should be utiliz-
ed by our churches. These people have a
wide diversity of abilities and in many in-
stances considerable time to assist their
church.

Retirement years should be a time of joy.
Joy, however, is a direct result of an in-
dividual's attitude. True joy begins with the
awareness of God's great love for us. In
order to know joy, an individual must
discover that God is a person who is lov-
ing and kind and has a purpose for every

life. No one can have true joy without a
vital relationship with God through the liv-
ing Christ.

The retirement years can truly be joyous
as an individual uses time to re-examine
and strengthen his foundations of faith. Joy
and all of its abundance flows into an in-
dividual's life as he discovers God's
wisdom and purpose.

Christian joy should increase with age.
Someone has said that Christian joy is like
mathematical progression which grows and
deepens as the years progress. Retirement
years should be a period of excitement and
rejoicing, because an individual is learning
how to follow in Christ's footsteps.

Retirement years should be a time in
which individuals share wisdom with
those who are younger. Many of our most
successful pastors indicate that they drew
heavily on the wisdom of mature preachers
in their beginning years. Older individuals
have a great deal to share, and their wisdom
and experience can assist younger people
in avoiding many of life's pitfalls. The apos-
tle Paul enhanced the life of Timothy by
sharing his experience with him.

Older individuals also should ask for and
accept help from younger people. The
energy and exuberance of younger people
can enhance the life of those who are
retired. Where it is practical, invite younger
people to share a meal.

God expects us to be concerned about
the needs of every person. He also expects
each individual to expend his energy in the
best way possible. As 2 number of our older
people grow, the church'’s responsibility
becomes greater to this important segment
of our population. Thus, each church
should make the senior citizen ministry a
matter of prayerful concern.

income may be, it will not provide certain
personal needs, such as something to do
and someone to care. Retirement, Social
Security, and government financial
assistance may care for a place to live. But
it will do nothing to meet the other two
basic requirements.

Although it is generally impossible for
our churches to provide financial
assistance, church leaders often can pro-
vide invaluable counsel. Pastors should also
lead members to work responsibly within
the framework of our democratic society
to attain proper treatment of our older
people.

Psychological problems are even more
serious than economic ones. Every person,
regardless of age, needs friends. Every per-
son needs to be needed. If a person is
friendless and has nothing ful to

Arkansas
Baptist
NEWSMAGAZINE

VOLUME 86
J. Everett Snced, Ph.D. Editor

NUMBER 36

Photos submitted for publication will be returned only when
accompanied by a stamped, self-addressed envelope. Only
black and white photos can be used.

Coples by mall 50 cents each

Deaths of members of Arkansas churches will be reported
in bricf form when information is received not later than 14
days after the date of death,

Advertising accepted in writing only. Rates on request.

Mark Kelly Editor
Erwin L. McDonald, Litt. D. .. Editor Emeritus

Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine Board of Directors:
Lyndon Finney, Little Rock, president; Henry G. West Jr.,
Blytheville; Joanne Caldwell, Texarkana; Charles Chesscr, Carli
sle; Leroy French, Fort Smith; the Hon. Elsijane Roy, Litte Rock:
Phelan Boone, El Dorado; Harold Gately, Fayetteville; and Don
Heuer, Batesville.

Letters to the editor expressing opinions are invited. Letters
should be typed doublespace and must be signed. Letters must
not contain more than 350 words and must not defame the
character of persons. They must be marked **for publication.”

plal signed articles are those of the writer.

Member of the Southern Baptist Press Association.

The Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine (ISSN 0004-1734) is
published weekly, except Easter, Independence Day, the first
week of October, and Christmas, by the Arkansas Baptist
Newsmagazine, Inc., Little Rock, AR . Subscription rates are
$6.48 per year (individual), $5.52 per year (Every Resident
Family Plan), $6.12 per year (Group Plan). Foreign address
rates on request. Second class postage paid at Little Rock, Ark.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Arkansas Bap-
tist Newsmagazine, P. O. Box 352, Little Rock, AR
72203. (376-4791)

September 17, l§87

Page 3



SPEAK UP

Letters to the Editor

Those Who Differ

Recent developments in the SBC bear 2
striking resemblance to other periods of
history. Our leaders talk of compromise
and peace, yet recent decisions by the HMB
indicate otherwise. One is reminded of the
words of Jeremiah 6:12-14. Our leaders say,
‘‘Peace, peace,’ but there is no peace.

Jesus came to break down barriers, not
to build them. The good news of his gospel
is that it is for everyone. His message is one
of inclusion rather than exclusion. Contrast
this with the HMB's recent decision to ex-
clude women, divorced ministers, and
those whose theological positions differ
from ‘‘dominant convictions and beliefs
held by Southern Baptists at large'” (one
cannot help but wonder whether the *‘Bap-
tist Faith and Message'' really is the sole
crieteria for evaluating an individual’s
theology).

The HMB has sent a dangerous signal.
‘Women, divorced individuals, and non-
fundamentalists are no longer welcome in
positions of leadership. Are they welcome
in the SBC?

In 1534, the British Parliament passed
what became known as the Act of
Supremacy, making the King of England
the Supreme Head of the Church of
England. In 1539, after no small amount
of resistance, the Statute of the Six Articles,
(defining heresy) was issued. It was an act
for “‘abolishing diversity of opinion in cer-
tain articles concerning the Christian
religion.”” The resulting persecution was so
strong that David Joris wrote that the true
church *. . .is not the one that persecutes
but the one that is persecuted.”

The situation then was not unlike the

situation within the SBC today. Only the |

method of persecution has changed. Those
in power within the convention seek to
eliminate those who differ from them
theologically or socially.

It is tragic that Southern Baptists, in seek-
ing peace through conformity, have forgot-
ten the message of the gospel of Jesus
Christ!—J. Michael Raley, Louisville, Ky.

Incomplete Knowledge.

1 was shocked when I read in the Bap-
tist Press where the enlarged Committee on
Public Affairs, approved by the Southern
Baptist Convention in St. Louis, disregar-
ding the wise counsel of Dr. Harold Ben-
nett and Dr. Lloyd Elder, and perhaps
unaware of specific Southern Baptist Con-
vention action, had endorsed a specific
nominee for the Supreme Court of the

Page 4

United States.

As late as 1976 the Southern Baptist Con-
vention overwhelmingly approved a mo-
tion which states, ‘‘that this Convention
reaffirm its long tradition of non-
endorsement of any political candidate and
that we recommit ourselves to prayer for
our leaders in government that they may
be persons of wisdom, integrity, and
highest character.’”

The program statement of the Public Af-
fairs Committee, specifically referred to at
the St. Louis Convention in its action on
Public Affairs states, “‘it shall. . . act only
on the basis of principles and policies
generally accepted by Baptists or in sup-
port of official acts and pronouncements
of the cooperating conventions.”

Bylaw 26 of the Southern Baptist Con-
vention states, ‘‘the program statement of
the agencies. . . express the policy of the
Convention.”

The Revised Robert’s Rules of Order,
which govern the Convention’s actions,

states under Incidental Main Motion that
‘‘no motion is in order that conflicts with
the Constitution, bylaws or standing rules
or resolutions of the assembly, and if such
a motion is adopted, it is null and void.”

The issue is not the approval of a par-
ticular candidate for a position on the
Supreme Court. That issue should be, and
will be, debated by the Senate, with input
from concerned citizens. The issue is that
the Southern Baptist Convention has never
and should not now, as a Convention, be
urging the election of any candidate for any
office.

It is a sad day when persons who have
incomplete knowledge of Baptist history
or tradition, or the price they have paid for
religious liberty, make decisions which are
in violation of specific Southern Baptist
Convention actions and also in violation
of the principles of separation of church
and state which they are elected to defend.

God help us!—Porter W. Routh,
Nashville, Tenn.

for himself. Where he

SHERRY THRASHER

- 'No one’s perfect,
Mom." This is a favorite
phrase of my seven-year-
old son. He often says this
when he falls short of
meeting a goal he has set

learned “‘no one’s perfect’
can be anyone's guess, but
it's very possible his school .

's return. Working
| toward a goal for leading
others to know the Lord;
| helping the poor, unlearn-
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Concerned About Bork

The nomination of Robert H. Bork to the
U.S. Supreme Court should be of concern
to all Americans who believe that the U.S.
Constitution and the Bill of Rights are in-
tended to protect individual freedom.

Although supporters of Mr. Bork have
tried to depict him as a “‘moderate” or a
“‘conservative,” in fact, he is a radical
ideologue who would scrap some 40 years
of judicial decisions which protect us.

In public speeches and court opinions,
Mr. Bork has made it clear that he questions
long-standing Supreme Court doctrine on
vital constitutional issues.

I am especially concerned about Mr.
Bork's stance on religious freedom. He has
bitterly attacked the high court’s wise
policy on church-state separation. Instead
of supporting the individual's right to prac-
tice the religion of his or her choice, Mr.
Bork suggests a ‘‘communitarian’’ ap-
proach in which the politicians choose the
religious values each person must live by!

Mr. Bork has even gone so far as to at-
tack Thomas Jefferson’s concept of a “‘wall
of separation between church and state.”
He says entanglement between the institu-
tions of religion and government is
inevitable.

According to the nominee's viewpoint,
government may require the taxpayer to
support parochial schools and other
religious endeavors, require religious devo-
tions in our public schools and shzrply

late or limit the fi
minorities. He has even suggcstcd that
government may legitimately regulate—or
even ban—private, religious education.

To top it all off, Mr. Bork would bar the
courthouse door to citizens who want to
object to these violations!

Historically, Baptists worked hard to gain
the religious liberty provisions in our Con-
stitution. We must now act to preserve
them. Those individuals in the religious
community who have hailed the Bork
nomination are sadly mistaken about what
his appointment to the Supreme Court
would mean.

In this bicentennial year of our Constitu-
tion, I cannot believe that Americans will
allow a man with these views to take a seat
on our highest court. Those of us who
cherish our liberties must write to our U.S.
Senators today!—Robert L. Maddox,
Silver Spring, Md.

mnuwwmmnnww
person, th Mail-
Tng addresa and phone number of the writer should be In-
cluded. Letters must not contaln more than 350 words and
must not defame the character of persons. Latters must be
marked “for publication.” Only original letters will be
considered.

September 17, 1987

DANIEL R. GRANT
One Layman’s
Opinion

recall any biblical teaching that we should
be moderate in our sinning. I suppose I
should be encouraged that our television
role models will be more moderate in their
sin this season, but somehow my original

Good/Bad
News

The headline for a

New York Times
story read “‘New TV
Trend: Monogamy Is
n’' Just at first glance that should have
been a good-news story to anyone who
believes in the one-husband-one-wife
principle.

As I read through the rather long article
1 continued to be encouraged as the writer
gave example after example of television
program producers who have announced
that sexual promiscuity will not be their
“‘main theme"' this year. They were virtual-
ly unanimous in the main reasons they
gave: the devastating disease of AIDS is
contracted primarily because of sexual pro-
miscuity, and the powerful television pro-
grams have a moral responsibility to avoid
their daily endorsement of “‘unsafe sex.”

Some of the TV producers cited other
reasons for the change, such as the state-
ment by George Dessart, head of program
practices at CBS, who said "'it also reflects
some thinking about the nature of commit-
ment and traditional values' that have
made marriage ‘‘back in style’’ Others
refused to admit that the changes grow out
of television’s sense of moral responsibili-
ty. They merely pointed to the regular
economic controls related to the television
viewer's awesome ultimate power to
switch the TV dial or simply to turn the
tube off. If the public is now repelled by
unsafe sex on television, they say, then
television will move to other things.

The more I pondered the substance of
this story, the more troubled I became with
the nature of the good news. For example,
we are informed that Cagney, of ‘‘Cagney
and Lacey" fame, will have only two illicit
love affairs this season, rather than the
many more she has had in previous years.
These and other comments seem to be say-
ing that the response of television will be
to make our video role models a little more

moderate in their polygamy. They almost

has cooled down a bit.
Pcrhaps we can at least rejoice in the
change of direction.

Daniel R. Grant is president of Oua-
chita Baptist University

If you’re looking for

an alternative to abortion,

the Edna Gladney Home
will look out for you.

- attractive modern apartments

- secure landscaped campus

- cost based on ability to pay

- licensed adoption agency

- total confidentiality

- private accredited hospital

- professional counseling

- career development opportunities

Call night or day for further
information: 1-800-443-2922.

SPRING
TOUR

to the

Bible

Lands
(Israel & Greece)

April 11-21, 1988

led by John H. McClanahan
Pastor
First Baptist Church, Pine Bluff

* Walk today where Jesus walked!

* After the rainy season of winter,
but before the intense heat of
summerl

* After the crowded Easter/Pass-
over time, but before the beautiful
spring flowers wither!

seem to be saying that lying, g,
cheating, child abuse (or even murder), are
all right if they are simply done in modera-
tion. Unfortunately, AIDS can be con-
tracted from one instance of unsafe sex.
Our television soaps would seem to be
recommending that the viewers should
contract AIDS only in moderation.

For the Christian, sin is sin. I cannot

+* Tour co d by BibleLand
Travel, Louisville, Ky.

For more information, write or call

2500 West 38th Street
Pine Bluff, AR 71603
Res. 501-534-1737
Bus. 501-534-4741
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DON MOORE

You’ll Be Glad
To Know

‘We are thankful for
some of the news
that was recently
given to us. In an
analysis of Arkansas
Baptist churches
compared with the
other churches of the
Southern  Baptist
Convention, we looked good in some
areas. Of course, Jesus said if you compare
yourself with others rather than with him,
you will always manage to make yourself
look good. There is a danger in such com-
parisons. So, let’s not fall into that trap and
feel we are in a position of boasting. We
haven't done well enough in any area to
boast. We are simply thankful and give God
glory for allowing us to do better than most
in a few areas.

Before I mention the areas, let me ex-
plain. The information is based on the me-
dian or typical church in the convention.
The median means the one in the middle.
Only 1,239 churches out of our 1,274 turn-
ed in uniform church letters in 1986 that
were usable. So the median church
describes the one halfway between one
church and the 1,239. When you see the
figures you should say, “There are 619
churches that report more than this, and
619 churches that report less than this.” An
average would not be a good scale because
our few large churches would run the
figures very high. The median church in
Arkansas has 141 resident members;
averages 53 in Sunday School; and receives
$34,515 in total gifts per year. One half of
our churches receive less than that. Only
half receive more than that.

Our baptismal rate is 2.8 per 100
members compared to 2.6 in the SBC. Our
Church Training enrollment is 40 com-
pared to 28 in the SBC. Our Cooperative
Program giving for the median church is
7.9 percent compared to the 7.8 percent in
the SBC. The largest difference is in sup-
port of associational missions. While the
median church received $11,490 less than
the SBC median church, our churches gave
$208 more than the SBC median church to
associational missions. Arkansas’ percen-
tage was 3.2 percent compared to 2.3 per-
cent for SBC. We have made good growth
in this area and still most associations
struggle, the main reason being the small
number of churches in many associations.

Don Moore is executive director of the
Ark 3

Small Church Emphasis

Religious Training

DALE HOLLOWAY

Religious training is just as important
in the small church as it is in any other
size congregation. Problems, however,
often arise out of limited funds available
to spend in Christian education. It
should be remembered that learning oc-
curs both in formal and informal set-
tings. Formal education takes place in
specific situations and programs, such as
Sunday School, membership training
classes, study groups, camps, con-
ferences, retreats, and so on.

In smaller churches, there are usually
fewer of these formal learning ex-
periences available. But the same ques-
tions must be answered in the small con-
gregation as in larger ones. Among these
questions are: When does learning oc-
cur? Where does learning occur? And
who should lead in these learning
experiences?

Learning or education is going on
throughout all of the church’s activities.
This learning may either be positive or
negative. For example, if all of the doors
are heavy and all of the seats are high,
little children may decide that worship
at church is meant for grown-ups.

Learning is happening all of the time!
Informal education includes everything
that happens at the church. It includes
the building, the preparation for wor-
ship, and even such things as business
meetings. All of the activities that sur-
round worship and Sunday School im-
pact on both young and old alike.

So learning, either positive or
negative, is continually taking place in
all of the activities of a church. When the
‘WMU meets, learning takes place. This
is true whether their purpose is to study
the Bible, wrap bandages, study about
foreign missions or plan some local mis-
sion action.

The physical setting always plays an
important role in the learning ex-
perience. Studies have shown that it is
more difficult for learning to take place
when the environment is not
stimulating. While it does require money
to purchase a projector, video equipment
and church furniture, it does not take
much money to provide an attractive,
comfortable environment for the shar-
ing of the ‘‘greatest story every told.”

Perhaps the most important question
is who leads in the training experience.

In addition to the pastor, paid or volun-
tary church staff, qualified volunteers for
Sunday School leadership and other
leadership roles are essential. Several
qualifications are essential. First, he or
she should be a person who has had an
experience with Christ. A personal en-
counter is basic for every teacher. One
cannot lead others to know or to unders-
tand a Master whom he does not know.

He or she should be a person who has
an alert mind. The fact that many study
groups are small and informal will mean
that the teacher may have strategic ques-
tions with which to deal. Often these
issues will develop during the course of
a class, with little time for consideration.

A teacher should be one who leads a
clean life and has totally committed
himself to the service of Christ. He
should give whole-hearted support to
the entire program of the church through
both tithes and offerings and a strong
will to work. He is responsible not only
for the learning in his class, but also for
working to reach prospects in the age
group with whom he works. Good
teachers often have opportunity to reach
more people for Christ than any other
group in the church.

Finally, a teacher should be en-
thusiastic about his task. Our attitudes
are better caught than taught. The
teacher who loves and supports the
church will provide great dividends for
the cause of Christ.

The Christian education program of a
church must be individualized. The
small church has a great opportunity to
have a big impact on individual lives, yet
all too often congregations do not
capitalize on this. It is necessary to iden-
tify and to respond to the gifts and needs
of each individual.

Finally, the Christian training program
must demonstrate action. It does no
good for an individual to learn to pray
for himself or his neighbor if he does not
learn to do for himself or his neighbor.
The small church should be especially
well equipped at meeting needs with ac-
tions. When individuals truly learn, they
will demonstrate learning with Christ-
like actions.

Dale Holloway is a national consul-
tant on bi-vocational ministries for
the SBC Home Mission Board. He
was a bi-vocational pastor for 33
years.

State Ci
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S FATTH AT WORKE

‘More Than A Pat
On The Back’

by Terri Lackey
Baptist Sunday School Board

GADSDEN, Ala. (BP)—Shaking a new
Christian’s hand and enthusiastically
welcoming him into the church family is
encouraging, but it falls short of giving him
what he needs to grow spiritually, accor-
ding to a church leader whose responsibili-
ty is to help new Christians grow.

New Christians, new church bers or

courager plan in October 1986 after
sporadic attempts by established members
at keeping watch over new Christians fail-
ed, Phillippe said: ‘“We knew we had a
revival coming up and we wanted to do a
good job in the initial counseling pro-
cedure. We secured about 20 hand-picked
encouragers, and we needed every one of
them and more.

“‘Our staff decided we didn't want to
wait until these people who made profes-
sions of faith got cold. We wanted to get
them while they were warm.”

Flowers began serving as Southside’s en-
courager director in January. In March, she
had a list of 30 encouragers who were
responsible for making weekly phone calls
or visits to new Christians. Weekly contacts
are required only during the time it takes
to complete the survival kit, Flowers said.
Longer-lasting friendships are voluntary.

Encouragers need to “‘know their faith,
be able to share their witness, have a close
relationship to God, be knowlcdgczblc of
the Scnp(un: and be personable,’ Phillippe
said

even those who recommit themselves to
God deserve more than 2 pat on the back.
They deserve a2 more mature Christian’s
guiding hand and the assurance someone
will be near to help them grow spiritually.

“‘New Christians are babies in Christ,’”
said Betty Jo Flowers, director of the new
Christian encourager plan at Southside
Baptist Church in Gadsden, Ala. “‘You
don’t just say to a baby, ‘Your bottle's in the
refrigerator, and your diaper’s in the top
drawer’ Many new Christians get that treat-
ment, which is why a lot of Christians
don't grow and stay frustrated.”

The new Christian encourager plan,
developed jointly by the church training
and Sunday school departments of the Bap-
tist Sunday School Board and introduced
in early 1986, is a program in which a more
established Christian is assigned to a new
Christian who joins the church.

The encourager’s role is to assist the new
Christian in completing the Survival Kit for
New Christians and help him become in-
volved in the church, memorize Scripture
and establish a quiet time, said Stanley
Howell, manager of the growth section of
the church training department. Adults and
youth can complete the Survival Kit in 13
weeks. Children only need six weeks.

Southside Baptist, a large, rural congrega-
tion of 1,300 members on the outskirts of
Gadsden, recently adopted the program as
a means to StOp new Christlans from
“‘walking down the aisle and out the back
door forever,’ said David Phillippe,
Southside’s minister of education.

The key to eliminating the dropout pro-
blem is for new Christians to establish
friends and tics with the church, Howell
said, noting Thls pmgnm cnables en-

p fr hips with new
Chrlstizns while they incorpomte
themselves into the church family.”

‘Teresa Pritchett,-a Southside encourager

under the guidance of Flowers,
said: ““When a lot of people give their lives
to God, they don’t know how to study the
Bible, they just go to church. They might
feel great for a few years, but if they’'re
never taught to read the Bible, they just
don't grow because they don't learn.”

Southside became committed to the en-
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Celebrating
Family Life

a conference for Pulaski families

October 9-10, 1987

Geyer Springs First Baptist Church
5615 Geyer Springs Road, Little Rock

Keynote Speaker

Gary Smalley
Director
Today’s Family

Sessions: Friday, 6:50 - 9:30 p.m.; Saturday, 8:30 a.m. - 12:00 noon
Sponsored by the Pulaski Baptist Association, 374-0319.
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Arkansas All Over

People

Evert

jo)msori

Ingram

Jim Ingram has accepted a call to join the
staff of Olivet Church in Little Rock as
minister of evangelism and outreach. He is
a graduate of Virginia Military Institute in
Lexington, Va., and Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary. He has been serving
as pastor of Riverdale Church in Hampton,
Va. He and his wife, Kathy, a native of Sear-
cy, have three daughters.

Billy Ray Johnson has accepted a call to
join the staff of Grand Avenue Church in
Fort Smith as minister of youth. He will
come there from Fort Worth, Texas, where
he has been associated with the Southern
Baptist Radio and Television Commission.
He is a graduate of Samford University in
Birmingham, Ala., and Southwestern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary. Johnson has
served on the staff of Roebuck Park and
Eastmont Churches, both in Birmingham.
He is married to the former Charlene Mays,
a graduate of the University of Alabama.

Don Evert has joined the staff of Nor-
thside Church, Horseshoe Bend, as bi-
vocational youth director. He previously
has served as interim youth director for
Cherokee Village Church. Evert and his
wife, Jennifer, have three daughters, Jamie,
Jenny, and Jackie.

Steve Stanley has joined the staff of Tem-
ple Church, Crossett, as associate pastor
and minister of youth. He and his wife,
Lynn, have three children.

Robert Schneider is serving as pastor of
Mount Pleasant Church, Montrose. He and
his wife, Beulah, are parents of three
children, Robert Jr., Brenda, and Kathleen.

Ken Jordan of Conway began serving
Sept. 6 as pastor of Morrilton First Church.
He is a graduate of Luther Rice Seminary
and has participated in the Seminary
Studies Program of the Southern Baptist
Convention. Jordan, who has been serving
in full-time evangelism, is a former pastor
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MILLIE GILL.

of Hamburg Church. He and his wife,
Hilda, are parents of two adult children.

Arthur T. King of Greenville, Miss., died
Aug. 25 at age 79. His funeral services were

b.. "c'ld in Greenville Aug. 29. King served as
Sdaggstor of Arkansas churches, including
“T"thtse at Ozark, Clarendon, Monroe,

De Valls Bluff, and St. Charles. A native of
Oklahoma, he was a graduate of Phillips
University, California Baptist Seminary, and
Delta State University. Survivors include his
wife, Marlys Romunder Pugh King of
Greenville; one daughter, Ann; three sons,
Wayne, David, and Fred; three step-
children; nine grandchildren; and one
great-grandchild.

Dewayne Smith is serving as pastor of
Etowah Church. He and his wife, Denise,
have a daughter, Stephanie.

Jay Wilkins is serving First Church,
Wilson, as part-time minister of music and
youth. He is band director at Rivercrest
High School. Wilkins and his wife, Jeanie,
and their two children, Jennifer, and Jason,
moved to Wilson from Star City.

E.V. Appling of Little Rock died Aug. 27
at age 72. He was pastor of Oak Grove

Church, Pine Bluff. He had served as pastor
of other churches in the Pine Bluff area,
as well as in Louisiana. Appling was a
graduate of Southern State College at
Magnolia and- New Orleans Baptist
Theological Seminary. Survivors are his
wife, Doris Blackstock Appling; a son, Billy
Appling of Chattanooga; Tenn.; a sister;
and two grandchildren. Memorials may be
made to the Oak Grove Church.

Simpson E. Powell of Crossett died Aug.
29 at age 90. He was a retired Southern
Baptist pastor, having served churches
throughout Ashley County Association. In
addition, he had served as an Ashley Coun-
ty judge. Survivors include his wife, Ora H.
Powell; two sons, Gale and John H. Powell
of Memphis; four daughters, Vadis Powers
and Polly Riley of Russellville, Edith Hig-
ginbotham of Little Rock, and Imogene
Wells of Pensacola, Fla.; a stepdaughter,
Melrie Gray of Reedsport, Ore; a brother;
14 grandbhildren; and 14 great-
grandchildren.

‘Wanda L. Pearce has joined the staff of
Pulaski Heights Church in Little Rock as in-
terim minister of youth, coming there from
assisting with a mission organized by First

ABN photo / J. Everett Sneed

Northvale Church, Harrison, beld a noteburning service on Aug. 30. Speakers for the
service included ABN Editor ]. Everett Sneed and Jobn Finn, director of the Christian
Clvic Foundation of Arkansas. Finn spoke on churches dealing with problems from

2 Chronicles 20:1;3;6;12. A

! Director of LAB:

was pre-

sent for the afternoon service and led in prayer. The church is now debt-free baving
paid off $60,000 borrowed on March 8, 1972, and a $17,000 note borrowed April
5, 1972. Both loans were paid off early. Pictured (left to right) are Herman Scroggins,
Carl Hudson, Walton Risley and S.D. Hacker, pastor.
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Church, Malvern. She serves as a workshop
leader for both the Arkansas Baptist State
Convention and Southern Baptist Conven-
tion. She and her husband, Ray, have three
sons.

Clay Courson is serving as interim youth
director at First Church, Fordyce. He has
been serving as pastor of Old Union
Church at Benton and will be attending
New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary.

Boyd and Bonnie Margason of Mountain
Home will leave in October for Las Vegas,
Nev., where they have agreed to serve for
two years with the Home Mission Board as
Mission Service Corps volunteers. They
have been serving in Arkansas as MSC coor-
dinators. The Margasons, members of First
Church, Mountain Home, have sold their
home and will be residing in 2 motor travel
home while working with David
Meacham, a Southern Nevada associational
officer, in the construction of churches
within a 180 mile radius of Las Vegas. Mrs.
Margason also will be assisting with
‘Woman'’s Misionary Union work.

Burnett Whitaker has resigned as pastor
of First Church, Vandervoort, for health
reasons.

David Laird began serving Sept. 6 as
pastor of Maple Avenue Church,
Smackover. He is a graduate of Ouachita

Baptist University and New Orleans Bap-
tist Theological Seminary. He has served on
the staff of churches in both Arkansas and
Mississsippi, as well as pastor of churches
in Arkansas and Louisiana. He has held
associational and state convention leader-
ship roles in Arkansas and Louisiana. Laird
is married to the former Cindy Planchard
of Summit, Miss. They have two sons,
David Charles and Devon.

Charles Byron Alien will join the sta$f of
First Church, Sherwood, Sept. 27 as
minister of education, coming there from
Garland, Texas. He is a graduate of East
Texas Baptist College and Southwestern
Baptist Theological Seminary. Allen has
served on the staff of churches in Texas, as
well as Calvary Church, North Little Rock.
He and his wife, the former Sue Jackson,
have a son, Christopher Blake.

Michael Gray is serving First Church, Ber-
ryville, as interim pastor. He formerly serv-
ed as associate pastor of First Church,
Prairie Grove.

Bob Reno has retired as minister of educa-
tion and administration at First Church,
Rogers.

Mike Newberry has resigned as pastor of
Strawberry Church.

Ron Harper has resigned as minister of
youth at Calvary Church, Benton, to join

ABN photo / Millie Gill

First Church, Mayflower, dedicated a $79,328.19 educational building Aug. 30 on which
only $20,000 bad to be borrowed because of volunteer work pmvided by members

and the Christian Builders of Texas. The

which provides cl for adults,

youth, preschool, and cbildren and a nursery, was dedlcaled in bonor of Jim Harris,

s were Jobn

volunteer construction superi;

Wheeler, chairman, Harris, Dennis Rbodes, Sebert Cnea.sey, and Fayrean McCoy. James
Walker, ABSC Annuity representative, was dedication speaker. Selecting a site for the
plaque are (left to right) Harris, Ed McCullock, Terry Brown, and Pastor Ken Reece.
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the staff of Central Church in Martin,
Tenn., as minister of music and youth.

Russell Puckett has accepted the call to
serve as minister of music, education, and
outreach at Shepherd Hill Church in Pine
Bluff. He and his wife, Mary Ellen, will
move there from Viola.

Richard Lanman of Midland is serving as
pastor of Unity Church at Barber. He also
has served as pastor of Bates, Midland, and
Dayton Churches.

Monticello First Church licensed Tim
Carpenter and Gregg Watson to the
preaching ministry Sept. 2. Carpenter is a
senior at the University of Arkansas at Mon-
ticello and is serving as pastor of
Chickasaw Church in McGhee. Watson is
a senior at Ouachita Baptist University.

Bentonville First Church will launch a
Lay Institute for Equipping Sept. 20 that
will be led by Steve Goss, Steve Carter, Pen-
ny Carter, Marty Lutke, and Steve Tucker.

Midway Church at Judsonia held a sum-
mer revival Aug. 20-23 that resulted in
seven professions of faith, four baptisms,
three additions by letter, and four recom-
mitments. Pastor John Douglas Davey was
evangelist, and Truett Langley of Searcy
served as music director.

Pinson Park Church at Texarkana broke
ground July 19 for a new sanctuary.

Hope First Church concluded its summer
youth program with a service Aug. 23 that
featured Gary Johnson as speaker. Johnson,
a student at Ouachita Baptist University,
has assisted with the church’s summer
youth program and activities.

Faith Church at Jenny Lind will ordain Bill
Browder and Wendell Bobbitt to the
deacon ministry Sept. 13. Pastor Doyle
Russell will serve as moderator.

Rogers First Church sponsored a concert
Sept. 12 with Gary McSpadden, a member
of the Bill Gaither Trio and the New
Gaither Vocal Band, as guest artist. He was
assisted by the church's adult choir,
directed by Tim Logan, minister of music.

Carlisle First Church will celebrate its
110th anniversary Sept. 27 with homecom-
ing. Pastor Charles Chesser reported that
activities will include morning and after-
noon sessions which will feature former
pastors and singers and the adult choir
directed by Danny Loretz, interim minister
of music, and a fellowship meal.
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Temple Church at Benton observed its
ninth annual homecoming Sept. 13, accor-
ding to Pastor Elvis Smith. James Sweden-
burg, director of missions for Central
Association, was featured speaker.

Salem Church near Benton recently pur-
chased additional property to expand its
educational space.

Forest Highlands Church in Little Rock
youth ministered to residents at Riley’s Oak
Hill Manor in Little Rock Sept. 13 by
leading an afternoon devotional service.

Newport First Church will celebrate its
95th anniversary Oct. 4 with a drama
depicting the history and growth of the
church. A potluck dinner will be served at
noon. Pastor Gene Crawley reported that
all former pastors and members, and
friends of the church will be special guests.

DeQueen First Church youth launched
2 ‘““Youth Survival”’ four-week experience
Sept. 9 that will be led by Lorena Branson
of Texarkana. Youth will be involved in ac-
tivities, films, and discussion in the areas
of alcohol and drug abuse, peer pressure,
communication, and solving problems.

Ebenezer Church at El Dorado will be in
revival Oct. 4-9, according to Pastor C.
Phelan Boone. David Blase of First Church,
Nashville, will be evangelist, and Truett
Camp of East Main Church, El Dorado, will
direct music.

El Dorado Trinity Church hunore’d
Eugene and Dorris Johnson Sept. 13 . A pla-
que was presented to them by Pastor Gerald
Taylor in recognition of 30 years of service
as minister of music, organist, and choir
director. He is an elementary school prin-
cipal, and she is an elementary school
music director in the El Dorado school
system. They have two sons, Edgar Jr. of
Houston, Texas, and Patrick of Turrell.

Mansfield Church celebrated payment of
its indebtness with a noteburning service
Aug. 2 which was moderated by Pastor Joel
Faircloth. Don Moore, executive director
of the Arkansas Baptist State Convention,
and Paul McClung, a former pastor and
associate in the Evangelism Department of
the ABSC, were speakers.

East Side Church in Mountain Home is
launching a program of free exercise classes
this month. Young adults will meet on
Tuesday and Thursday evenings at 5:30
with Elaine Hughes as instructor. Senior
adults, ages 50 years and up, will convene
at 10 a.m. on Monday, Wednesday, and Fri-
day with Doris Waddell as instructor.

Piggott First Church voted Aug. 5 to send
a monthly contribution of $150 through
the remainder of 1987 and in 1988 to Trini-
ty Church, Cambridge, Ohio, to help that
church finance church planter Rick Risas
from the Home Mission Board for their
mission work in Quaker City, Ohio.

ABN photo / Mark Kelly

Union Avenue Church, Wynne, celebrated payment of a $140,000 indebtedness with

a ning and dedi

service Aug. 30. The 20-year note was paid off in six

years, leaving the congregation with only $2,500 in debt remaining. While the con-
gregation accelerated payment on the note, it also purchased two lots and a mission
site on Highway 64 and placed $50,000 in a building fund for a new mission, which
is expected to be launched next spring. Pictured burning the note are (left to right)
R.L. Lawson, Pastor Shelby Bittle, Ralph Doss, and Wylie Brown.
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Jackson Celebrates
15 Years

Little Rock-based evangelist Paul Jackson
recently celebrated his 15th year in full-
time evangelism.

Jackson, 33, mark-
ed the occasion dur-
ing Intercession '87,
his 12th annual Bible
Conference, held
Aug. 26-29 at Olivet
Church, Little Rock,
where Jackson is a
member.

The Paul Jackson
Evangelistic Associa-
tion reported 2,370 professions of faith in
14 crusades during 1986. Since February,
Jackson has held nine meetings in seven
states and recorded 1,960 professions of
faith and 4,400 total decisions. The associa-
tion estimates more than 350,000 people
have made professions of faith over the
course of 15 years.

Jackson and his wife, Kathy, have two
children, Matthew, age 12, and Micah, age
eight.

e
”

Committee

Reorganizes

The Unborn Child Amendment Commit-
tee is reorganizing for a 1988 general elec-
tion campaign in support of an anti-
abortion amendment to the Arkansas
Constitution.

The proposed amendment would pro-
hibit the expenditure of public funds for
abortion except to save the life of the
mother. No Arkansas state funds currently
are spent for abortion, but the amendment
anticipates the U.S. Supreme Court revers-
ing the landmark Roe v. Wade decision,
which would return abortion policy to the
state level.

The amendment appeared on the 1985
general election ballot but was invalidated
at the last minute when the Arkansas
Supreme Court ruled the term ‘‘unborn
child” in the amendment title was un-
constitutionally vague. The amendment re-
appeared in 1986 and was defeated at the
ballot box by 519 votes.

Interested persons may contact the com-
mittee at PO. Box 3204, Little Rock, AR
72203.

uplity
VA Sales
2 and 15 passenger vans, special prices

U
to churches, (501) 268-4490, 1500 E. Race,
Searcy 72143. Larry Carson, owner
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Courts Reverse
Textbook Rulings

by Stan Hastey
Baptist Joint Committee On Public Affairs

WASHINGTON (BP)—Separate federal
appeals panels have reversed two US.
district court judges who ruled earlier in
favor of parents who challenged the use of
textbooks in public schools on religious
grounds.

Both panels—consisting of three judges
each—unanimously set aside rulings by
lower judges in Alabama and Tennessee.
Each of the cases likely will be appealed
to the U.S. Supreme Court.

In a decision announced Aug. 26, a panel
of judges from the 11th Circuit Court of Ap-
peals in Atlanta held that Alabama District
Judge W. Brevard Hand erred last March by
banning 44 textbooks from Alabama
classrooms on grounds they promoted the
religion of secular humanism. Hand ruled
the state had established secular humanism
as an official religion in violation of the
First Amendment. More than 600 parents
of public schoolchildren in Mobile brought
the challenge that resulted in Judge Hand's
decision.

Writing for the appeals panel, Judge
Frank M. Johnson Jr. held use of the
challenged textbooks *‘has the primary ef-
fect of conveying information that is essen-
tially neutral in its religious content. . .
none of these books convey a message of
governmental approval of secular

or gover 1 di 1 of

PP
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In the other decision, a panel of the 6th
Circuit Court of Appeals in Cincinnati
reversed U.S. District Court Judge Thomas
G. Hull in a highly publicized case pitting
parents in ecastern Tennessee against
Hawkins County school officials. Hull rul-
ed last October that protesting parents were
right when they cited the First Amend-
ment's free exercise of religion clause in
demanding that school officials permit
them to teach reading to their children at
home. Requiring the pupils to read from
the challenged texts amounted to a breach
of free exercise, Judge Hull held.

‘Annie’ Offering
All-Time High

ATLANTA (BP)—Receipts from the an-
nual Annie Armstrong Easter Offering,
which provide funds for the Southern Bap-
tist Home Mission Board, have reached an
all-time high.

Current receipts of $29,086,636, repre-
sent a 9.3 percent increase over receipts for
the same period last year. The amount also
exceeds the required 1987 operating
budget of $29 million.

‘I am grateful for this outstanding sup-
port of the Annie Armstrong Offering. This
record offering indicates solid commitment
to home missions and the ministry of the
Home Mission Board,"” said HMB President
Larry Lewis.

Leonard Irwin, Home Mission Board

vice president of pl g expl d that
the figure indicates “‘a real increase of
around 5 percent, when considering infla-
tion."” Irwin estimated final receipts will be
81 percent of the $37.5 million goal.

Memphis Church
Calls Woman

MEMPHIS, Tenn. (BP)—Prescott
Memorial Baptist Church, a 235-member
dually-aligned congregation, has called
Nancy Hastings Sehested of Decatur, Ga.,
as senior pastor.

Sehested, 36, is believed to be the only
woman to be pastor of a congregation af-
filiated with the Tennessee Baptist Conven-
tion, only one of four women to be senior
pastor of Southern Baptist Convention-
affiliated churches and one of only 11 to
be either pastor or co-pastor of an SBC-
affiliated congregation. There are an
estimated 450 ordained women ministers,
however, in the SBC.

(G
Crom oy

ATTENTION SENIOR ADULTS!

Tired of cooking and cleaning house?
Single room, private bath apartments
Food service available
Subsidized housing for those who qualify
(including handicapped and disabled)

Albert Pike Residence Hotel
701 Scott
Little Rock, AR 72201
501-372-5211

(oo e
oProaTomry

BUILDING . . .
BUILDING . . .
BUILDING. . .
Church Pews & Pulpit
Furniture, Laminated

Houseparents needed:

® Arkansas Baptist Home for Children

® Needs couples to minister to the needs of boys and girls

©® Prefer middle-aged couples with the experience of rearing their own children

@ Individual family life cottage for each age group

@ Excellent staff quarters in cottage that will accomodate couples only

® Questions and interest should be addressed to Charlie Belknap,

P.O. Box 180, Monticello, AR 71655; phone (501) 367-5358

@ Couples desiring to serve 2 or 3 years as a mission project will be considered

©® Current needs: ¥ a middle-aged lady to work with teenage girls
+ a couple for grade school and junior high boys and girls
¥ a couple to work with junior high girls

Archs, Decking

Stocking Distributor

BAPTISTRIES
& BAPTISTRY
HEATERS

P
STEEPLES

Manuﬂtfuriny G

P.O. Box 695 - Fifth and Vine
th Little Rock, Arkansas 72115
(501) 374-6008
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‘Funds Not Discussed’

by Toby Druin
Texas Baptist Standard

HOUSTON (BP)—Discretionary use of
funds budgeted for the Public Affairs Com-
mittee was implicit in the Southern Bap-
tist Convention's approval of the commit-
tee's being able to act as a separate entity,
a member of the SBC Executive Commit-
tee says.

But Paul Pressler, a Houston appeals
court judge who was one of nine Executive
Committee members who studied the con-
vention’s relationship with the Baptist Joint
Committee on Public Affairs and recom-
mended changes in Bylaw 18 regarding that
relationship, said use of the funds never
was discussed, per se, by the fact finding
committee during its deliberations.

During the August meeting of the PAC,
the chairman of the fact-finding commit-
tee, Gary F. Young, told the PAC that the
fact-finding cc did not recc
or intend to recommend that funding go
to the PAC and that such action would ruin
the “‘jointness”” of the BJCPA. Young,
pastor of First Southern Baptist Church of
Phoenix, has rotated off the Executive
Committee.

Pressler, however, told the Baptist Stan-
dard, newsjournal of the Baptist General
Convention of Texas, in a telephone inter-
view, that determination of use of the funds
was implicit in the change in the bylaw giv-
ing the committee the ablhty to act
separately from the BJCPA.

“‘How in the world do you have an agen-
cy that is told to operate as a separate agen-
cy with funds directed to go to it by the
SBC without allowing them some use of
the funds?” he asked.

Asked if he felt messengers to the June
convention felt they were giving the PAC
discretion to use the money as they saw fit,

aware of it. I cannot say what anybody else
was aware of.""

The facts were, he said, that the conven-
tion changed the bylaw to allow the PAC
to act as a separate entity ‘‘and you cannot
operate as an entity without funding.'’

“It's certainly what I understood would
happen because there was no mention of
the Baptist Joint Committee receiving
funds,'’ Pressler said.

““If you are planning to meet, you have
to have money,” he said. “If you are sen-
ding out a letter, you have to have money."”

However, Pressler said the discretionary
use of the funds never was discussed, per
se, by the fact-finding committee, although
he felt it was a ‘“‘self-evident thing” and
“‘absolutely implicit, because it would
be a non-sequitor to create an entity
that functions as a separate entity and
then not give them any funds with which
to operate.”’

Texas CLC
Opposes Bork
Endorsement

by Ken Camp
Baptist General Convention of Texas

DALLAS (BP)—The Southern Baptist
Convention Public Affairs Committee’s en-
dorsement of Robert H. Bork for United
States Supreme Court justice may violate
SBC bylaws and could jeopardize the tax-
exempt status of the nation’s largest Pro-
testant denomination, according to a state-
ment issued by the Texas Baptist Christian
Life Commission.

The statement was adopted without
dissenting vote Aug. 28 by the commission,

which serves as the public affairs commit-
tee for the 2.4-million-member Baptist
General Convention of Texas. It terms the
action by the Southern Baptist PAC a
“‘radical and tragic departure from Baptist
polity”" and calls for a review of the com-
mittee's action as a possible violation of
SBC bylaws.

Noting that the Baptist Join. Committee
on Public Affairs has not joined the
Southern Baptist PAC in endorsing Bork,
the statement says, ‘“While Baptist agencies
and committees have often addressed
issues, they have wisely and historically
avoided endorsing particular candidates for
appointment or election.

“‘Not only has the Public Affairs Com-
mittee embraced the appointment of Mr.
Bork, a spokesman for the Committee has
indicated to the press that in its endorse-
ment of Bork, the committee speaks for
Southern Baptists.

“In its formal action and statement to the
press, the Committee has exhibited incredi-
ble disregard for and ignorance of Baptist
polity,” the CLC statement continues. ‘It
is good for appropriate Baptist agencies
and bodies to inform Baptists of important
issues and how candidates stand on issues,
but it is bad for one Baptist to presume to
speak for another and to adopt partisan
positions on candidates and appointments
for office.”

The statement decries such action as
“‘tremendously divisive and destructive,’”
saying such endorsements divide
fellowship over persons who may not live
up to the expectations of an endorsing
group and hurt the Southern Baptist
witness among those who may negatively
perceive the person endorsed.

“‘Such actions may also jeopardize the
tax-exempt status of the Southern Baptist
Convention,” the statement says.

Pressler said, ‘I think that anybody who
studies the situation should have been

Pows

Van Winkle A
Church Furnishings szus
and Pew Upholstery  «e

Box 501, Fulton, MS 38843 7 “>*
Outside Miss. Toll Free 1-800-821-7263

Wanda Stephens, M.D.
Christian Psychiatrist
501-225-9750

GA Missions Spectacular

for girls in grades 1-6, leaders, and adults

Wissionany speakers

WU 1008e binthdoy celebration

Saturday, Oct. 17, 1987

Park Hill Baptist Church

North Little Rock

For more information, contact:

Arkansas State WMU Office, 376-4791
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September 25-26, 1987
Geyer Springs First Baptist Church ¢ 5615 Geyer Springs Road e Little Rock

SPEAKERS SCHEDULE

Friday evening, September 25
General Officers and Aduli Workers:
6:50 General Session — Auditorium
Leon Kilbreth, Speaker
7:45 Age-group conferences
9:45 Adjourn
Youth, Children and Preschool Workers:
6:50 Age-group conferences
8:25 General Session — Auditorium
Willa Ruth Garlow, Speaker
9:15 Adjourn
Saturday morning, September 26

8:30 Age-group conferences — all workers
12:30 Adjourn

- SASS
Leon Kilbreth WIIIa Ruth Garlow
Sunday School Evangelist Special Worker
Herrin, lllinols Oklahoma City, Oklahoma

GENERAL OFFICERS
Pastors/Staff, 500+ enrolled
Leon Kilbreth, Herrin, Iil.
Pastors/Staff, 150-500 enrolled
Charles Lowry, Alexandria, La.
Experienced Sunday School Direct

CONFERENCES

YOUTH

Youth Plus (Youth Mlnldau)
Jim Pritchett, Roanoke,

Bible Book (Junior MIghISenIor High)
Bruce Raley, Jonesboro

Robert Pruett, North Little Rock
New Sunday School Directors

John Cooper, West Memphis
General Outreach Leaders

Ben Pritchett, Lafayette, La.
Outreach Bible Study Leaders

Ed Hinkson, ABSC
ADULT
Outreach Leaders/Group Leaders

Jerrl Herring, BSSB, Nashville, Tenn.
Homebound — Irene Prince, Conway
College

Ircel C. Harrison, Jr., Brentwood, Tenn.
Singles - Charles Reed, Little Rock
Young Marrieds — Cliff Jenkins, Springdale
Median Adults

Bllly Allen, Oklahoma City, Okla.
Median Adults

Elray Allen, Oklahoma City, Okla.
Senlor Adults — Troy Prince, Conway
Department Direct

Alan Tungett, BSSB Noshvllla Tenn.

Uniform
Dcve Fuller, Oklahoma City, Okla.
Lite and Work, Youth In Action (Senlor
High) — Chris Liebrum, Dallas, Tex.
Life and Work, Youth in Discovery
(Junior High) — Cynthia Smith,
Montgomery, Ala.

CHILDREN
Bible Learners

Betty Thomas, BSSB, Nashville, Tenn.
Bible Learners

Cindy Doty, North Little Rock
Blble Discovers — Eddie Reed, Camden
Bible Discovers

Marilyn Hendricks, Farmington, N. Mex.

Bible Searchers

Kathy Burns, Montgomery, Ala.
Bible Searchers

Becky Thomason, North Liftle Rock
Workers with the Mentally Retarded

Gene Nabi, BSSB, Nashville, Tenn.

Division Directors — Jackie Edwards, ABSC

PRESCHOOL
Preschool Bible Teacher A

Willa Ruth Garlow, Oklahoma City, Okla.
Preschool Bible Teacher B

Gall Motley, Virginia Beach, Va.
Preschool Bible Teacher C

Susan Johnsey, Hendersonville, Tenn.
Cradle Roll — Tricia Hays, Jonesboro
Division Directors — Pat Ratton, ABSC

150 St
Sy Sehools

=

For Workers In Churches With 150

or Less Enrolled in Sunday School
Pastors

Daryl Heath, BSSB, Nashville, Tenn.
Sunday School Directors

Charles Lewis, El Dorado
Adult Teachers — Ben Early, Walnut Ridge
Youth Teachers

Gwen Sherman, Jacksonville
Children’s Teachers

Lou Heath, Nashville, Tenn.
Preschool Teachers

Frances Hamilton, North Little Rock

CHILD CARE FOR PRESCHOOLERS

Child care will be provided for preschoolers birth through three from outside the Little
Rock-North Little Rock area. Churches in Pulaski and North Pulaski County Associations
should provide care for their preschoolers.

A $5.00 fee will be chorged for each child, and reservations must be made through

the Sunday School Department office by

wrlting or calling the Sundqy School Department, P.O. Box 552, Little Rock, AR 72203, phone

(501) 376-4791. The name and birth date of each child should be given when the reserva-

tions are made.

Camtambae 17 10R7

21. Reservations can be made by

@%%’E}M

Sponsored by
Sunday School Department
Arkansas Baptist State Convention
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ILESSONS FOR LIVING

Convention Uniform

Life and Work

Bible Book

God Judges and Saves

by Gene Crawley, First Church,
Newport

Basic passage: Genesis 6-10
Focal passage: Genesis 6:5-19

Central truth: In the midst of judgment
God provides a means of salvation for
those who believe.

There is no account in all of Scripture
that more clearly demonstrates God's
hatred for sin than does the account of the
universal flood of Noah. In Noah'’s day man
had become so-wicked that “‘every im-
agination of the thoughts of his heart was
only evil continually’ (Ge. 6:6).

Did this mean man in Noah's day had no
religion? For a certainty he did. Man is
religious by nature, but man is not godly
by nature. The religion of the antediluvians
was that of “‘having a form of godliness,
but denying the power thereof™ (2 Ti. 3:5).
Anytime religion loses sight of God, it
becomes empty, powerless, and sinful.

Contrary to the popular belief of our day,
God does not wink at sin or make light of
sin. He will not be mocked by those who
sin and think that God is powerless to do
anything about it. Three things can be said
about the judgment of God:

(1) God is slow to wrath just as he teaches
us to be. Yet, even God has his limits.

(2) God is specific. The punishment
always fits the crime.

(3) Judgment is always sure. ‘‘Be sure
your sin will find you out” (Nu. 32:33).
God judges all sin.

In our society one thinks in terms of in-
dividual sin and individual judgment.
However, the Bible is full of examples of
universal judgment on corporate sin (Ge.
6-8,19; 2 K. 17,24-25). This means the in-
nocent will suffer with the guilty.

In the midst of the worst judgment ever
known by men, God provided a means of
salvation. Salvation was provided to all
who would believe God and act in obe-
dience to his leadership. Noah and his fami-
ly were all who were saved. Others could
have been, but they refused to believe.

Today, Jesus is the Ark of God. In him
is salvation. Apart from him, men will
drown in the storms of life. Salvation for
men today is attained the same way as it
was for Noah. It is attained by belief in God
and obedience to his word. ‘“There is none
other name under heaven given among
men, whereby we must be saved’ (Ac.
4:12).

Bible Lesson for
Chrlstian Teaching. Unlform Serles. Copyright International Coun-
cil of Education. Used by permission.
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Right Attitudes and Actions

by Carl Goodson, Ouachita Baptist
University, Arkadelphia

Basic passage: 2 Timothy 2:14-26
Focal passage: 2 Timothy 2:14-16,19-26

Central truth: Christians are constant-
ly reminded that attitudes, formed in
the heart, control all actions.

Jesus has given all of his servants a key
to successful living. Paul picks up the key
in this passage to pass it along to Timothy
and those who would be faithful servants.

Jesus said, ““The good man out of the
good treasury of his heart brings forth
what is good”’ (Lu. 6:45). He also warns in
the same verse that the evil man finds his
source of evil deeds in his heart. Attitudes
(what is in the heart) are causes. Actions
(outward activities) are the effects.

As Paul continues to instruct Timothy in
ministry, he starts with an order to remind
Christians under his care of what the Chris-
tian lifestyle is like. We all need to be
reminded. We are inclined to forget. When
we are reminded and take the reinforce-
ment seriously, our attitudes which issue
in actions are directed to godly living.

We know that we should not
‘.. .strive. . .about words to no profit.”
But without constant reminding we are in-
clined to use our mouths as weapons,
shooting off hurting salvos against our
fellow Christians or anyone within range.
‘We wound others deeply with our *“‘word-
weapons'’ as Paul called them.

In the ministry of words, there is an
abiding need to say what will help and
heal. Paul recommended that this was wor-
thy of a great amount of study and personal
attention. There is satisfaction in knowing
that we have tried to say what is needed.
In this we become good workmen in the
service of God.

Unashamed workmen are those who
spend time wilh the Bible in daily study
of its attitud

The Millennium

by Jack Kwok, Indianhead Lake
Church, Sherwood

Basic passage: Revelation 20
Focal passage: Revelation 20:2-8a,11-15

Central truth: Since the saints will
reign with Christ for a thousand years,
and the lost will be cast into the lake
of fire along with Satan, it behooves all
to repent of sin and receive Christ,
today.

The second coming of Christ will end
the tribulation period and initiate the
millennial period. Christ will rule the earth
from Jerusalem for one thousand years.
During this millennium, five events will
transpire: the restraint of Satan (1-3), the
reign of the saints (4-6), the release of Satan
(7-9), the removal of Satan (10), and the
retribution of sinners (11-15).

The restraint of Satan will occur at the
beginning of the millenium. An angel will
chain, lock, and seal him in the pit so he
cannot deceive mankind. He will remain
there until the end of the millennium.

The reign of the saints with Christ will
be another feature of the millennium.
Tribulation saints will play a prominent
role. All saints will have received their
resurrection bodies by the beginning of the
millennium. The emphasis of this first
resurrection is as much kind as time.
Christ’s resurrection, the resurrection at
the rapture, the resurrection of the tribula-
tion saints, and even the resurrection of the
millennium saints are included in the first
resurrection. This is a resurrection unto life,
while the second resurrection is unto dam-
nation (Jn. 5:28-29). To be sure, the first
resurrection precedes the second; but the
nature or kind is opposite. Thus, the se-
cond death at the end of the thousand
years will have no authority over those in
the various phases of the first resurrection.

The release of Satan at the end of the
th d years will threaten the millennial

In quiet time alone with the Word and
God, we are fashioned into what Paul calls
“vesscls of honor" (v. 21). A vcsscl is by
d to convey
lls contents to others. We then are to be fill-
ed with *. . . righteousness, faith, charity,
peace. . ." (v. 22).

In our prayer life we are to *. . .call on
the Lord out of a pure heart” (v. 22). We
have come back to the basic reminder of
the need to use the tongue in gentle, in-
structional, and patient ways.

This lesson Is based oa the Life a0d Work Curriculum for Southern
Baptist Churches, copyright by the Suaday School Board of the

government. Once again, through decep-
tion, he will raise an army to fight God.
However, no battle will ensue. Fire will
destroy the army, and Satan will be forever
cast into the lake of fire.

The retribution of sinners will be the last
event of the millennium. All unsaved will
stand before the great white throne. Christ
will judge them from two sources: the
book of life and book of works. Both will
condemn them to an eternal torment of fire
in hell.

This lesson treatment Is based on the Bible Book Study for Southern
Baptiat churches, copyrght by the Sunday School Board of the

Y per

Used by permissioa.
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Tanzanian Crusade Ends Abruptly

Volunteers Told To Leave Area

KYELA, Tanzania (BP)—Plans for eight
Southern Baptists to help Kyela Baptists in
an evangelistic crusade ended abruptly
Aug. 15 when Tanzanian officials told the
group to leave the border district.

The volunteers had just arrived to par-
ticipate in a crusade scheduled in the Kyela
district of Tanzania, which is located in the
southwestern part of the country and
borders on Malawi. Southern Baptist ef-
forts in the district have resulted in
more than 40,000 baptisms during the past
nine years.

The group included four pastors and two
lay people from Virginia, an associate
pastor from Alabama, and a pastor from
Ohio.

They were restricted to a Baptist com-
pound before being told to leave by Tan-
zania's Home Affairs Department. The
volunteers also failed to receive an ex-
pected letter that would have allowed them
to visit churches in the area. The actions
followed an incident in which local of-
ficials pointed out the volunteers apparent-
ly failed to follow orders from immigration
authorities in Dar es Salaam.

After the volunteers received permission
to leave the Baptist compound, mission
personnel drove them to a Baptist con-
ference center in Iringa. As of Aug. 19 they
were waiting to see if Southern Baptist mis-
sionaries working in Iringa and Dar es
Salaam could secure permission for them
to speak in churches there, according to
one of the volunteers, Louis R. ““Bobby"’
Cobbs Jr., a layman from Roanoke, Va.

Despite the loss of Americans as guest
speakers, the evangelistic crusade proceed-
ed with the scheduled involvement of Tan-
zanian Baptist pastors. More than 360 Tan-
zanians accepted Jesus Christ as Savior dur-

Classifieds .

3

Church Staff Position—Kindergarten/Day
Care Director. Qualifications: Southern
Baptist, active in church, experience and/or
training pre-school education, managerial
and organizational skills. All-day program,
100 students, 15 workers. Call Pulaski
Heights Church, 661-1129. 917

Classiflod ads must be submitted In writing to the ABN of-
fice no less than 10 days prior to the date of publication
desired. A check or money order In the proper amount,
figured at 85 cents per word, must be Included. Multiple In-

8 of the same ad must be pald for In advance. The

subject matter, Classified ads will be Inserted on a space-
avallable basis. No endorsement by the ABN Is Implied.
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ing the first three days of the crusade, ac-
cording to Southern Baptist missionary
Evelyn Knapp. Other decisions from ex-
tremely remote areas near the border with
Malawi had not been reported.

Tanzania has a long tradition of religious
freedom. Kyela has been one of the most
responsive areas where Southern Baptist
missionaries work in eastern Africa. Even
without Americans the crusade will in-
gy, =

A Macedonian Call—from Manila!

Pastors, you are urgently needed—to start a new church. You and
200 colleagues are essential to a major evangelism/church planting effort
this fall in one of the world’s most responsive areas—the Philippines.

Many new believers are excited about their faith. You have an oppor-
tunity to spend two weeks with them, preaching to win more, helping them
organize new churches. What an encouragement your coming can mean.
What a blessing they will be to you and your church back home.

See missions come alive and be home to share with your members by

Lottie Moon time!

Pray about this need. Select the time that is best for you: Oct. 13-30,

Nov. 3-20 or Nov. 10-24.

Call the Foreign Mission Board’s volunteer office now

1-800-325-6595

(ask for ext. 501, Monday-Friday,

9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m., EDT)
or no later than Oct. 1, 1987.

volve all of the 360 congregations in the
32,000-member Baptist association in
Kyela district.

During the past nine years Knapp and a
group of Tanzanian Baptists who work
with him have baptized so many people
that the area has drawn attention from
throughout the Christian community for
its responsiveness to the gospel. In 1986
the number of baptisms in Kyela totaled 8
percent of those recorded through
Southern Baptist foreign mission work.
Knapp has made extensive use of volunteer
teams from the United States.

IonBocrd

of the Southern Bcp!lst Convention
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Subscriber Services

The Ark Baptist Ne gazis
offers subscription plans at three rates:
Every Resident Family Plan
gives churches a premium rate when
they send the Newsmagazine to all their
resident households. Resident families
are calculated to be at least one-fourth’
of the church’s Sunday School enroll-
ment. Churches who send only to
members who request a subscription do
not qualify for this lower rate of $5.52

per year for each subscription.

A Group Plan (formerly called the
Club Plan) allows church members to
‘get a better than individual rate when
10 or more of them send their subscrip-
‘ther through their church.

Are you

moving?
Please give us two
weeks advance
notice. Clip this
portion with your
old address label,
supply new ad-
dress below and

dW0d £SSZ210

og2e

Baptist Newsmag-
azine. P. O. Box
552, Little Rock,
AR 72203

Despite Attempted Coup

Philippine Crusade Plans Continue

by Marty Croll
SBC Forelgn Misslon Board

MANILA, Philippines (BP)—In the midst
of the Philippines’ fifth coup attempt in 18

months, ‘Southern Baptist missionaries
were continuing to plan for four upcom-
ing church-planting crusades.

American participation in the crusades
will hinge on how the Western media tells
the story of the most serious challenge yet
to the administration of President Corazon
Aquino, missionaries said.

Reached in the Philippines the evening
of Aug. 28, missionary Sam Waldron said
he would meet Aug. 29 with a Foreign Mis-
sion Board administrative official to plan
how they will ensure that some 250
American pastors expected to participate
in the crusade would be assigned only to
quiet spots.

The coup came at an especially awkward
time for Baptist efforts in the Philippines.
For the past year, missionaries have been
working with about 250 Filipino Bible
study groups throughout the nation,
preparing them to organize officially into
churches while American pastors are
scheduled to be there during the last part
of the year.

Missionary Jim Slack, a church-growth
expert in the Philippines who played a key
role in planning the crusades, arose early
the morning of Aug. 28 in Abilene, Texas,
where he is on furlough. He was trying to
gauge what American reporters were say-
ing about the coup. Judging from the past,
participation by Southern Baptist preachers
in the crusades will depend a lot on how
the American media reports the incident,
Slack said.

““That's where most people plug into for
their information, and sometimes that's

gically off base,” he said. ‘“The mis-
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Subscribers through the group plan pay
$6.12 per year.

Individual subscriptions may be
purchased by anyone at the rate of $6.48
per year. These subscriptions are more
costly because they require individual at-
tention for address changes and renewal
notices.

Changes of add:
may be made with the above form.

When inquiring about your
subscription by mail, please include the
address label. Or call us at (501)
376-4791, ext. 5156. Be prepared to give
us your code line information.
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sionaries wouldn't decide to go ahead
(with the crusade) if it was not a secure
enough situation that they couldn't pretty
well guarantee it."”

Slack said Waldron, who has spent most
of his missionary career on Mindanao, the
large southern island in the Philippines, is
capable of pinpointing secure spots for the
crusade.

Missionaries in the Phxhpplncs have ask-
ed for 232 American preachers for Min-
danao and 20 for Luzon, the large northern
island. Each preacher will work with a Bi-
ble study group, preaching evangelistic
messages one week and church doctrine
the next, and then helping the group
organize into a church. The campaigns are
scheduled for Sept. 15-Oct. 2, Oct. 13-30,
Nov. 3-20 and Nov. 10-24.

Leaders in the Luzon and Mindanao-

Visayas conventions plan to start 395 new
churches by the end of 1988. They hope
about 400 preachers from the United States
will help them. Their overall goal is to start
2,200 new gospel points by 1990.

Using this method of starting churches,
about 75 percent of the Bible studies
become churches, Slack said. Some wait to
organize later.

Missionary

Notes

Norman and Beverly Coad, missionaries
to Mali, have completed furloughs and
returned to the field (address: BP 2017,
Bamako, Mali). He is a native of Missouri,
and she is the former Beverly Gallegly of
Little Rock. They were appointed by the
Foreign Mission Board in 1972.

David and Martha Miller, missionaries to
Peru, have completed language study in
Costa Rica and arrived on their field of ser-
vice (address: Apartado 3177, Lima, Peru).
He is from Little Rock. The former Martha
Savage, she was born in DeQueen and con-
siders Walnut Ridge her hometown. They
were appointed by the Foreign Mission
Board in 1986.

Glenn and Pauline Nicholson, mis-
sionaries to Panama, have a.n-ivcd in Cosu
Rica for I study (add:

Language Institute, Apartado 100, 2350 San
Francison de Dos Rios, San Jose, Costa
Rica). He is a native of Forrest City. The
former Pauline Vaughn, she was born in
Harrisburg and considers Cherry Valley her
hometown. They were appointed by the
Foreign Mission Board in 1987.

Kenneth and Hazel Sorrell, missionary
associates to Nigeria, report a change of ad-
dress (P.O. Box 456, Rivers State, Ahoada,
Nigeria). He was born in Randoph Coun-
ty. She is the former Hazel Westbrook of
Kansas. They were employed by the
Foreign Mission Board in 1981.

Roy and Reb Worley, ie:
to Chile, have completed language study in
Costa Rica and arrived on their field of ser-
vice (address: Casilla 3388, Santiago,
Chile). He considers Memphis, Tenn., his
hometown. The former Rebecca Taylor, she
was born in Jonesboro. They were ap-
pointed by the Foreign Mission Board in
1986.
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