Ouachita Baptist University
Scholarly Commons @ Ouachita

Articles Faculty Publications

1-3-2018

Flanagin Law Office Constructed Prior to Civil
War

Wendy Bradley Richter

Arkansas State Archives, wendy.richter@arkansas.gov

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarlycommons.obu.edu/articles

b Part of the Public History Commons

Recommended Citation

Richter, Wendy Bradley, "Flanagin Law Office Constructed Prior to Civil War" (2018). Articles. 149.
https://scholarlycommons.obu.edu/articles/149

This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Faculty Publications at Scholarly Commons @ Ouachita. It has been accepted for

inclusion in Articles by an authorized administrator of Scholarly Commons @ Ouachita. For more information, please contact mortensona@obu.edu.


https://scholarlycommons.obu.edu?utm_source=scholarlycommons.obu.edu%2Farticles%2F149&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholarlycommons.obu.edu/articles?utm_source=scholarlycommons.obu.edu%2Farticles%2F149&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholarlycommons.obu.edu/faculty_pub?utm_source=scholarlycommons.obu.edu%2Farticles%2F149&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholarlycommons.obu.edu/articles?utm_source=scholarlycommons.obu.edu%2Farticles%2F149&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1292?utm_source=scholarlycommons.obu.edu%2Farticles%2F149&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholarlycommons.obu.edu/articles/149?utm_source=scholarlycommons.obu.edu%2Farticles%2F149&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:mortensona@obu.edu

HISTORY

QUESTIONS? Contact Editor Jamal Brown at jbrown@siftingsherald.com

CLARK COUNTY CHRONICLE

Flanagin Law Oﬂice constructed prior to Civil War

By Wendy Richter
For the Siftings

Today, many visitors to

the downtown Arkadel-

phia vicinity may not re-
alize the historical signif-
icance of one of the build-
ings across the street from
the Clark County Court
House. :

The structure known to
some as the “Flanagin Law
Office” was constructed
prior to the Civil War and
served as an office for a
number of different attor-
neys, including Arkansas
Governor Harris Flanagin
of Arkadelphia. Flanagin
became governor in 1862
and held the office during
some of the most tumul-
tuous years in American
history.

Attorney J. L. Wither-
spoon likely constructed
the law office sometime
between 1855 and 1860.
J.H. O’Baugh, a local

brickmaker and builder, -

noted in his account book
a $70 amount owed to
Witherspoon. Another en-
try in the account book
details the sale of 13,900

* bricks to Witherspoon in

1855. Local lore tells that
O’Baugh built the office
to settle the debt.

 Harris Flanagin was
born in New Jersey in 1817.
He moved first to Penn-
sylvania and then to Illi-
nois before settling in

_ Greenville (then the seat

of Clark County) in 1839
to begin practicing law. In
1841, he became a deputy
sheriff, and in 1842, was
elected state representa-
tive and served one term.
In 1848, he was elected
to the state senate.

- Flanagin married

‘Martha Nash of Washing-

ton (Hempstead County)
in 1851, and the couple
had three children—Dun-
can, Nash, and Laura. Fol-
lowing . Arkansas’s seces-

sion from the Union in

Governor Harris F lana-
gin

1861, Flanagin joined the
Confederate cause and saw
a great deal of active serv-
ice.

Arkansas’s new consti-
tution provided for the
election of'a governor in
1862. Even though he con-
tinued to serve in the mil-
itary and was out of the
state, Harris Flanagin was
elected governor, defeating
incumbent Henry Rector.

However, Flanagin’s

_time at the helm of state

government was not an
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easy one. Following the
occupation of Little Rock
by Union forces in Sep-
tember 1863, he moved
state operations to Wash-
ington in

southwest _

Arkansas. The war ended
in 1865, and while Flana-
gin received a presidential
pardon, he remained dis-
franchised for a number
of years.
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Flanagin Law Office in 1992. »

Flanagin and Wither-
spoon both practiced law
after the Civil War, and

~used the small building
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