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Senior adults: 
l - ·-
myths or ministry 



I must say tt 
Charles H. Ashcraft / Executive Secretary 

People we will never reach 
The genius of the early church was their abi lity to capture the interests' of al l 

levels of their society. They did we ll with the "down and outers", but not to 'the ex
clusion of the "up and outers". Their mes·sage was palatable by all classes, the priests 
(Acts 6:7), many Jews and Greeks (Acts 14:1 ) and women in the highest leve l of 
culture and refinement (Acts 17:1). This language implies a broad spectrum of 
evangelism, high, low and all between. Ironic as it may seem, many r~lig\ons ~pp~al 
only to certain economic, social and educational levels, These religions grayitat.e \o 
themselves a certain sort of people, leaving out al,I the rest. It is quite r,oti.ceable ~h~t . 
some religions make their pitch to the affluent, the intelligensia, the atistdcracy and 
rar,ely reach anyone O\jtside that category,. . . . . , · : • ! • . 

. . Our great fellowship has been content to take the middle of the road stance irl · 
reaching people. Tragic, indeed, because it means there are many peop le we will 
never .reach as, long as our present "hang-ups" obscure the beauty of.our mes,sage.i 
There will have to be more flex.il:iility, more understanding, more compass.ion an,c:1 
more dialogue if the veil hiding our message is lifted and we enter, th€ spher~ 'we 
have not touched in our evangelism. · · · . ' · . . ; ' ,. 

We will do a better job of reaching our Arabic and Jewish friends when we:dq a 
better theology concerning the Trinity. We are capable of a more convincing ·ex~ 
planation of the Trinity and I intend to develop it. We will do' a: better ' job of 
reaching the academic fraternity when we cease extoll ing the virtues'0fh\;nor'arice·. 
The babble o.f glorified nonsense will not arrest the attention of the E'insteins about. 
.Those who enj9y classifying the early disciples as ignorant men shoul€l be required ; 
to exegete their New Testament writings in' the language they wrote it . We could 
penetrate deeper into some levels of society if we would part with a :few crumbs 
from ·our tables of bounty to the empty bowls of the· starving millions. It is not easy 
to convince a starving man about "pie in the sky" whe·n ;he has no bread in: his 
·stomach. · .,, · ' · 

We could do a better job of reaching the· ghetto if there was ' less distance 
between the standards of living) which being interpreted means "let's share ol)r 
goodies". Only within this decade has a serious effort been, made to give guidance . 
to single adults from broken marriages. We could reach homosexua_ls if we were 
ready to talk to them. We could convert thousands of internationals .if we were will
ing to .study their religion enough to understand them and present 'Christ convin
cingly to them. Attempting to meet human needs (includi,:ig physical), may still be 
the most open door to reach the forgotten people and supply their 'spiritual needs. 
At present there is little evidence to support the hope that we will do much more 
than we have of just baptizing our own kids in the church, never reaching outside 
our own little circle cif existence. Our Gospel is still beautiful, but it is hidden; it is 
hidden to the lost (II Cor. 4:3). 

In this issue 

Woman on women 10 
Christian fulfillment for women is 
the subject of the weekly column 
which is one woman's viewpoint . 
The ORinion article by Mary Sneed 
explores several avenues of fu lfi ll
ment for the 'woma'n who follows 
Jesus' teachings. 

,President speaks 10 · · 
' 

1
Th~ 'first in \ s~ries of articles by 
state ; convention President R. 

) Wilbur :Herrin'g promotes prayer 
1 for : the t:1/Jcoming state conven

tion meet.ing. He will write an arti~ 
cle eqch week ir ,previe_w of the 

.. m~eting. 

Senior adults ·~2 
The si~ry behind this week's cover 
is ihe first of a two-part series on 
Arkansas Baptist ' churches and 
ministry to senior adults. The arti-

i cle, offers a general view of what is 
being done in the state for retire<;l 

·persons. The second part will ex
plore the future and offer sources 
of help. 

A big change 11 
. A Mountain Home Baptist family 

has made some big changes in 
their lives. The father entered the 
ministry after setting up a career as 
a dentist, and the mother has 
become a Christian after being a 
Muslim. 
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Death• :off ('fle~VWIS of, Arkansas churches will be reporl<,d J~ ~rief. form when inlormatior !s 
~ec~\v:ed n~t \a\er, t~~n /~ ??YS iaf!e~ !he ?ate, of death. : 
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The editor's page
Children: our top _priority 

J. Everett Sneed 

In selecting our church workers, we sometimes 
make the children's classes our bottom priority. The 
theory seems to be that they don't know much, so 
anybody can teach them. Actually, however, children 
are the most important people in any congregation. 

Childr.en represent the church of tomorrow. And 
the formative years are the mpst vital time for im
planting life's guiding principles. In most instances 
life's direction is set at a very early age. The Bible tells . 
us, "Train up a child in the way that he should go: and 
when he is old, he will not depart fr,om it" (Prov. 22:6). 

One of the most beautiful and intriguing stories of 
the New Testament is that of Jesus' welcome of the lit
tle children (Matt. 19:13-15). If the disciples seemed 
harsh or rough in rebuking those who brought the 
children, it was their concern for Jesus that prompted 
their actions. They knew how . tired Jesus was and 
wanted to protect him. Likewise, there is no wrong in
tended when the children's dasses become the bot
tom priority of a church. After all, the adult church 
leaders may express their disapproval if their teachers . 
are inadequate. 

' The story of Jesus and the little ones provides a 
guiding principle for our dealing with children. Jesus 
had time for them because he knew their worth and 
potential. Children possess many characteristics which 
make them extremely teachable. They possess a sense 
of wonder, trust and obedience. 

Children also do not have some of the hindrances 
to learning which adults have. It may be difficult for an 
adult to apply spiritual truths because of an attitude of 
unforgiveness. Children do not have this problem. 

. They have not learned to hold grud_ges or to nourish 
bitterness. They forgive and forget quickly. The ap-

Guest editorial 
Are porno ads necessaryl 

On the dining table were four pictures of sensuous, 
scantily clad women. The newspaper had obviously been 
folded to reveal only the page that displayed theatres in In
dianapolis. The "X" rated displays were larger than all the 
rest. I wondered which of my children had been reading the 
movie schedules. 

Newspaper advertising is big business and witpout it we 
would not have the fine quality of newspapers we have to
day. My question is: Must we have the pornographic c:lisplay 
of semi-nude women in enticing poses brought 0 rnto our 
homes in order to read the news? There seems to be ample 
"legitimate" advertising avaifable. ' 

There is another newspaper in America that has done 
quite well financially and in news coverage. The New York 
Times recently set a stringest policy on porno film advertis
ing. Their policy "sharply limiting the size, format and-type of 
information .contained in the advertising of pornographic 
films" is a step in the right direction. New guidelines this 
month will make The Times' policy on the advertising of 

September 22, 1977 

plication of the Great Commission is much easier for 
them than for many adults. · 

Churches, then, _should provide their best 
teachers for the children. Children's teachers shou ld 
possess great love and patience. 

Children automatically sense when someone loves 
them. The children's teacher, like Jesus, sh6uld never 
be too tired or too busy for children. · 1 : 

Patience is also reqCJired if one is to be a success1 

ful children's teacher. Chilpren love repetiti9n, for ifis 
basic to their learning. Perhaps the things which ·they 
remember best are "caught" more than "taught". 
They sense Christian love in our ac_tions. They discover 
new truths in the things they feel. A chi,l<;l's ex~ 
periences· enable him to .form the priorities for life's 
actions. 

While doing and :feeling are important in the 
child's learning experience, it is essential that informa
tion also be given to him. A Sunday School class, for 
example, is more than a busy work session or ·a baby 
sitting job. It is a time in which children are given in
form.ation in increasing amounts with the opportunity 
to apply these new facts in challenging activities. 

The job of the children's teacher . is challe,:iging, 
indeed. The teacher must have love, patience and the 
capacity to impart information in an understandable 
fashion. Above all, a good children's teacher begins 
with being the right kinq of person, Children will sense 
the motives, priorities :and concerns of those who 
teach them. 

It is our hope that every church nominating com
mittee will recognize the importance of making 
children their first priority. In properly developing the 
lives of our children the future of our churches, our 
communities and our nation is ·assured. 

pornographic films among the most stringent of any daily 
newspaper in the U.S. according to publisher Arthur Ochs 
Sulzberger. He continued by saying that X-rated and unrated 
porno films are "as much blight in print as the displays for 
pornographic films are a blight on our city streets.'! I believe 
the moral consciousness of our Indiana newspaper need not 
run a distant second to New York. The Star has been a leader 
in our nation as a newspaper. ldo not believe it was achieved 
by advertising the "Teenage Masseuse" or the "French Post-
card ~irl," . 

The time has come for Southern Baptists to be counted 
as a voice of strength in Indiana. We are our brother's keeper 
- and our brother's children too - in being the moral 
leaven bf our society. We are the salt of the earth, but we 
,have often lost our salty tang in a society with dulled moral 
values. We are in danger of losing our blood-bought legacy. 
Perhaps we have come into the age of the insensitive Saints, 
but I'm not ready to roll over and play morally dead, yet. -
Editor Gene Medarls In the "Indiana Baptist" 
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One layman's opinion 
Daniel R. Grant_/ President, OBU 

Who's wrong with the law? 
One of the most · perplexing news story was a detailed account of the 

paradoxes of our modern world is the raging controversy over federal legisla
zeal with which some people are work tion requiring colleges and universities 
ing to repeal old laws which they claim to eliminate discrimination against 
attempt to "legislate morals", but at the employees and students on the basis of 
very same time are working relentlessly sex. 
!<?, irtilpose on society a new kind of All three of these dealt with the 
morali~y legislation. . · legislation of morality. The chief dif

lsn'~ it strange that the same people ference lies in whether the majority of 
who support comprehensive federal the people think it is worth the effort to 
legislation .to eliminate discrimination enforce the morality through the use of 
between_ human beings on the basis of governmental authority. I hap'pen to be 
sex are the ones who sneer at the very one of those who feels our communities 
idea _of trying to enforce laws against and our nation will be much worse off in 
prostitution, gc1mbling and the use of the next two or three decades if our 
h_arrT)ful and addictive drugs, whether it children and grandchildren grow up 
be m~rijuana or alcoholic beverages? without the benefit of laws defining 
Recently I was struck by the coincidence those things that are clearly detrimental 
of three different articles in the same is to the health and dignity of people, in
sue of the Miami Hera.Id. One reported cluding laws against prostitution, 
that a study committee.of the New York · obscenity, gambling and harmful drugs, 
State Bar Association has called for to name. only a few. Similarly I favor 
legalizing prostitution as a means of legislation against a variety of types of 
relieving the police, the courts and gross discrimination against individual 
qther legal agencies of the burden of persons on such unreasonable grounds 
enforcing a difficult law. The second ar as race, sex and creed. But I find it 
'ticle reported the call from a well strangely unconvincing when someone 
known public figure for legalizing the argues that one form of legisl_ation is 
possession of less than an ounce of good but the other is bad. 
marijuana. In sharp contrast, the third I suspect the real problem does not lie 

Secret of staying yc;,ung 
by Erwin L. McDonald 
ABN Editor Emeritus 

Twenty years ago Researcher Nathan W. Shock began what is now known 
as the Baltimore Longitudinal Study of Aging. The project keeps a scientific 
eye on 650 men, ages 20 to 96, to try to understand what happens to them in 
the aging process, j ; 1 • 

Until they are 70, the volunteers go every other year to the institute, in 
Baltimore, Md., for an elaborate physical examination . After 70, they go once 
a year. 

Shock, in a recent Associated Press feature, indicated that his chief sur
prise was discovering that "aging is a highly individualistic process, with 
tremendous variability between one 70-year-old and another, or between 
one 70-year-old and the same man a year later." He suspects aging is not a 
gradual, predictable process that goes on over an entire life span, but 
something ,t-h,at may occur suddenly. ' 

Of even greater concern for aging Christians is what Shock had to say 
about the aging process and personal involvement. · 

He says he can't prove it, yet, but he is persuaded from his lifetime study 
that "continued challenge and participation in what's going on is what keeps 
people from aging." 

The secret of staying young, it would seem, is keeping_ busy - at worth
while things you like to do. And there's a text for it: "For whoever wants to 
save his own life (by selfish or lazy living) will lose it; but whoever loses his life 
for my sake will find it" (Matt. 16:25, Good News Bible). -. Erwin L. Mc
Donald, Editor Emeritus, Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine 

in the nature of the law. Rather it lies' in 
how strongly we think something is 
wrong or harmful as we move into the 
last quarter of this century. Unfor
tunately, we seem to be doirig a poor 
job in our churches of convincing 
church members, and especially our 
young people, that the . old traditional 
sins of adultery, drunkenness, gambling 
and o'bscenity are really all that bad. Our 
young people are inclined to say, "If w.e 
see them on television, on the movie 
screens and in our magazines every day, 
how can they be all that bad?" 

The problem today is not so much of 
"What's ·wrong ·with the law?" as it is 
"Who's wrong with the law?" We Chris
tians seem to have grown weary in-well 
doing. If our laws in the last quarter of 
this century do not reflect Christian 
morality, we have only ourselves to 
blame. It still. is generally tru,e that in a 
democracy we get .the kind of govE;1rn
ment we deserve. 

Letter to the editor 
Who is the probleml . 

When I read your editorial of Aug. 18 
and the part concerning opposition to 
the pastor, I was reminded of an inci 
dent that happened to two people in 
whom I have great respect. One is a 
pastor and the other is a deacon. 
• The pastor and the deacon were on 
opposite sides of the fence ori several is
sues including doctrinal issues. The feud 
went on for several months and got 
several people upset. After a time the 
deacon decided to move his 
membership. 

A short time later the pastor was . 
visiting with a brother pastor in the area 
_and told him that "things" were running 
smoothly in his. church, as the pastor 
had discussed some of the problem with 
the brother on prior occasions. "Yes," 

· he said, "I finally got the devil out of my 
church." Now! Just who is the devil? I 
ask that question because I had talked 
with the deacon and he was under the 
impression that the devil was in the 
pulpit. Here were two Christians accus
ing each other of being the devil and 
the devil was smiling all the while. 

So! When opposition comes, it's not 
always good to know the "who" or the 
"how many" for it may impede " resolv
ing the problem." When we lay our 
problems before the Lord, submitting 
ourselves completely in his hands, the 
"who" and the "how many" become 
unimportant when related to "resolving 
the problem." -Joseph W. (Jake) Jones, 
Scotland, Ark. 
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Mountain echoes of growth: 
a success story in series 

• 

Worshippers pack the pews for Sunday services at -First Church, Mountain 
Home. · 

.September 22, 1977 

First Church, 
Mountain Home, 
continues to grow 
in all areas under 
the leadership of 
Kenneth Threet, 
pastor. ' 

·Mountain Home 
is nestled in the 
Ozark Mountains 
in North Central 
Arkansas between 

Dr. ThreetBu'II Shoals and 
Nbrfork Lakes. The area is the fastest 
growing area in Arkansas and one of the 
fastest growing areas in America. "Equal 
to the excitement ' that ac,:companies a 
rapidly growing area · is the enthusiasm 
and excitement that b going on in First 
Church," says Dr. Threet. 

In the past four years the Sunday 
School has grown by 62 percent; 730 · 
people have been enrolled, and five 
departments and 20 classes have been 
started. 

The budget of . the church has in
creased from $86,000 in 1973 to $250,000 
this year. The chu(ch practices a unique 
system of program budgeting and 
quarterly financing that permits max
imum benefits from .all monies received. 
The church has increased its properties 
in downtown Mountain Home to three 
full city blocks, yet 15 percent of the 
budget goes to missions. 

"The Mountain Home Church has 
always had a heart beat for missions," 
Threet explains, It has sponsored six 
churches in the area: East Side, Bull 

' , 

Shoals, Midway, Oakland, Arkana and 
Hill Top, and currently has missions at 
Big Flat, Oak Grove and preaching sta
tion at Wilderness Point. The men of the 
church also participate in the lakeside 
ministries conducted in the area. The 

-church conducts a mission tour each 
year to needy areas. -This year 17 adults 
and five young people ministered in the 
Magdalena, N.M., area. (They used their 
vacation time and paid their own way.) 
Two such tours, to permit more people 
to serve, are being planned for next 
year. 

The W.M.U . .is a great leader in the . 
mission endeavor of the church both at 
home-and around the world. This year 
they coordinated a tour of Arkansas and 
viewed State and Home Missions at 
work. They le~d the church in mis
sionary training for young and old in 
both theory and practice. Randy 
Shipman is Minister of Education <1nd 
Outreach and coordinates all education 
and outreach prngrams. 

Twenty-five percent of the youth who _ 
live in Mountain Home attend First 
Church. The purchase and utilization of · 
an old laundry permits the church to 
carry on a vigorous educational, · in
spirational recreational program for the 
youth of the area. They call it "His 
Place". The youth work is further ac
cented by drama puppet ministries and 
youth mission tours. 

The music ministry of · First Church, 
under the leadership of Barney Larry, is 
a full music program of six choirs and 
training programs. This year the Youth 

Choir received "superior" rating at the 
State Choir Festival and gave a 
"superior" performance at the S.B.C. 
Choir Festival at Ft. .Worth, Tex. The 58-
voice choir was the largest choir in the 
S.B.C. event. Special choral groups help 
round out the music program of the 
church. Chara, one of the special 
groups, has sung at the opening of the 
Legislature, the Governor's Conference 
on Tourism, and the Ark;:rnsas State Fair. 
The Spokesman Quartet, sponsored by 
the church, -is much in demand. The 
church is beginning four handbell 
choirs after a gift of a three-octave set of 
hand bells. 

The attendance in the worship ser
vices of the church has more than 
doubled in the last four years. Two iden- _ 
tical worship services with two choirs _ 
are co,nducted each Sunday _morning. 
The services of the church are broadcast 
live over K.T.L.O. radio for those who 
cannot attend. The services as well as 
Sunday School lessons are interpreted 
for the deaf by Jodi Larry. The worship 
services are marked by enthusiastic sing
ing, Biblical preaching and warm 
friendliness and over 1,000 people have 
responded to the invitation of the Lord. 
The people of the church expect God to 
do something visible in every service. 
They are rarely disappointed. The 
church conducts Children's Church for 
grades one through six. 

The church is currently planning a 
1"1ew church plant to meet its challeng
ing plans and expanding needs. 

The Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine 
has asked Dr. Threet to share in greater 
detail the Mountain Home story. In the 
weeks to follow, you will have the op
portunity to hear "Mountain Echoes of 
Church Growth". · 

Take a look 
at the 1977 

state convention 
in the 

Oct. 6 issue 
of the Newsmagazine 

Programs, Executive Board 
recomrnendations and auxiliary 
meetings information will be in
cluded. 
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Arkansas all over 
Waldron f irst Church has purchased a 

66-passenger bus,< to be used for youth 
and senior adult activities and other 
ministries of the church . Nelson 
Wilhelm is pastor. 

Nettleton Church, Jonesboro, is 
organizing a new fellowship group for 
adults called "Supper Six". This 
organization will provid.e additional 
Christian fellowship for adults and will 
begin its meetings in October. Mrs. Jean 
Kerst is in charge of a~rangements. 
.~entry Fjrst . Church ho-no red .its 

pastor, W.W. Dishongh, with a sacred 
music concert on Aug. 28. The concert 
Vl(aS presented. in recognition of 

· Dishongh's first anniversary as pastor of 
the. church. David Cox was director. 
Soloists for the concert were Mrs '. Ervin 
Cripps, Linda Robins and Teresa Lyons. 
Choirs presenting the program were the 
Adult; Young Christians; Youth; )'oung 
Adult and Sinspiration. Fred 
Rosborough was reader for narrations. 
11/. reception followed the concert. 
· Grady First Church will observe 
homecoming on Sept. 25. E. S, Ray of 
Pine Bluff, a retired minister and former 
pastor of the church, will speak at-morn
ing :and evening services. Norman 
McPherson, church music director, will 
be in charge of special music for the 
,day. A covered-dish meal will be served 
at noon. The church, originally a mission 
of Pine Bluff First Church, will observe 
its 23rd anniversary on the day of 
homec;oming. Alan T. Tucker is pastor. 

Murfreesboro First Church will have a 
special concert presented at the church 
0n Sept. 25 by "The Brothers and 
Sisters," a singing group · from 
Oklahoma. 

Washington-Madison Association 
conducted a minister's symposium on 
"Stress and Stress Management" at the 
veterans hospital in Fayetteville on Sept. 
19 .. :rhe symposium was led by R. Lofton 
Hudson, Founder- Director of the 
•Midwest Christian ·Conseling Center, 
Kansas City, Mo. 

Calvary Church, Crossett, observed 
Sunday School Loyalty Day recently with 
91 in attendance. S. E. Powell, a former 
pastor, was guest s'peaker. The 
"Evangels" of El Dorado presented 
special music. Awards for special service 
were presented to .church members at 
the .event. Steve Ya{.l,cy is pastor.,, . · 

Second Church, · Crossett, observed 
homecoming on Sept. 11. Lane Amos, 
pastor at Eden Church who is a former 
pastor of Second Church, was speaker. 
Paul Ragland spoke at the Crossett 
church on Aug. 28. Ezra Murphy is 
pastor. 

Alma First Church held a revival
pre\}ching mission Sept. i.11 -14. Dr. Tom 

Cox and family of Tulsa, Okla., led the 
revival. Paul Stockemer is pastor. 

Conway First Church has begun a 
special seminary for men of the ch\Jrch. 
The 30-week course of study, led by Wil 
liam Probasco, pastor, will deal with five 
principal aspects of responsibility for 
husbands and fathers. Mrs. Roy 
Chatham will lead a series for women on 
"How to be Mighty in the Spirit." 

North Main Church, Jonesboro, held 
a "Crusade for Christ" Sept. 11 -18. Jim
my Nettles was evangelist and Herbert 
"Red" Johnson directed music. Bill H. 
Lewis is pastor. 

West Fork Church honored their 
pastor, James Criswell, and his wife, 
Nell , on their fifth anniversary at the 
church and his 20th year in the ministry. 
The observance was held at the church 
on Sunday, Aug. 21 with deacons of the 
church in charge of arrangements. 

Gentry First (;hurch has organized, for 
the first time, an Acteens program for 
girls in grades seven through twelve. 
Sharon Cox will be director. 

Stuttgart First Church held a deacon 
ordination service on Sunday evening, 
Sept. 18. Gaylon Rogers was ordained as 
a deacon of the church . At the same ser
vice, all deacons were installed to their 
task of service. Jerre Hassell is pastor . 

Fisher First ·Church held revival ser-
. vices Aug. 8-14. Captain Lovell, pastor of 
First Church, Harrisburg, was evangelist. 
Music was led by Terry Buffington. 
There were three professions of faith 
and two other additions. Joe Aldridge is 
pastor. 

Earle Church will celebrate its 75th an
niversary Oct. 1-2. A dinner and 
program on Saturday evening will begin 
the weekend of special activities. 
Regular services will be held at the 
church on Sunday morning and eve
ning, and a noon meal will be served. 

Cash First Church held a missions 
theatre on Aug. 21 · with all · mission 
organizations participating. A meal fol 
lowed the presentation. Gifts brought 
by those in attendance were sent to 
Kamuela, Hawaii, missions. 

Victory Church, El Do·rado, was in 
revival Aug. 21-28 with Curtis Johnson, 
pastor of Harmony Church, as speaker. 
Music was directed by Billy Roy 
Donahue and Mrs. Maycel Fitzgerald. 
There were seven professions pf l jl ith 
;ind one joined by letter. The d,urch 
also observed homecoming day on Aug. 
28. Floyd Taylor, a former pastor, was 
guest speaker for the afternoon. Special 
music was by local singing groups. Gor
die Givens is pastor. 

First Church, Biscoe, was in revival 
Aug. 8-14. Paul Jackson was evangelist 
and Don Reasons directed ·music. There 

were eight professions of faith and one 
addition by letter. J. D. Webb is pastor. 

Dallas Avenue Church, Mena, was in 
revival Aug. 7-14 with Johnny Green as 
evangelist .. Phil Ayres was music direc
tor. There were seven professions of 
faith and three joined by letter. Max W. 
Deaton, pastor, held baptismal services 
on Sunday, Aug . 14. The church 
observed' "On-to-College" day on Aug. 
21 with Baptist Women of the church 
preparing ''.starter boxes" for each 
coMege-bound student. Rece,iving these 
boxes were Robert Smith Jr., Barbara 
Curtis, Gary Long, Tim Aynes, Randy 
Hughes, Jerry Davis, Brian Gandy, and 
Dawn Gandy. , . · 

Caledonia Church held revival ser
vices Aug. 27-Sept. 4. Heber Shreve was 
evangelist. Anna Hill directed music. 
There Were two professions of faith and 

. one addition by statement. Hugh 
Nelson is pastor. 

The summer choir of Central Church, 
Magnolia, presented · !he musical 
"Lightshine" on Sunday evening, Sept. 
11 . Morris W. Ratley is church music 
director. Jon M. Stubblefi,eld is pastor. 

Burlington Church was in a recent 
revival with Buddy Kiem as evangelist. 
Joe Morris of Green Forest directed 
music. There were two professions of 
faith. Leonard Herring is pastor. 

St. Joe .Church is in revival Sept. 19-25 . 
Don Johnson of Batesville. is evangelist. 
Pastor of the church is Wallace L. 
Koone . 

Southside Church, Lead Hill, or
dained Charles Tilton as a deacon on 

. Sunday evening, Aug. 28. The ordina
tion sermon was preached by John Finn, 
director of missions of North Arkansas 
Association. 

A North Arkansas Association Girls in 
Action Day Camp was held in Harrison 
on Sept. 17. Mrs. Hubert Fox, missionary 
to Thailand, was speaker. Elizabeth 
Taylor is associational GA ·director. 
. 1lminanuel Church, Little R~ck, held 
its annual banquet for deacons and their 
wives on Sept. 12. Missionary Glendon 
Grober was speaker. Special music was 
presented by Vickie Martin and Guy 
Crawford. 

· Mountain Home First Church has 
·begun a new adult ministry, a brass and 

. woodwind ensemble. Robert Nelson 
will d,irect the ense mble whose firs~ p,er~ 
formance is scheduled for Oct. 2 .at the 
church's . morning worship service. 

Beech Street Church, ·Texarkana, will 
be in revival Oct. 23-26. Gene Williams, 
a Southern Baptist evangelist, will be 
preacher. His daughter, Sandee Rambo, 
will assist with sp.ecial music. Charles 
Vance, minister of music for the Beech 
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Street Church, will direct revival music. 
. J. W. L. Adams Jr. is pastor. 

Temple' Church, Crossett, will have a 
youth centered revival Oct. 10-16. David 
White will be evangelist. Herman A. · 
Merritt is pastor. 

The youth choir of 47th Street 
Church, North Little Rock, presented 
the musical "The Clown" at Pickles Gap . 
Chtirch, Conway, on Sunday evening, 
Sept. 11. Fred W. Helms was director. 

Hebron Church, Little Rock, heard of 
mission work in Guatemala when Mr. 
and Mrs. Russell Fox, missionaries to 
that country, spoke at Wednesday eve-
ning services on Sept. 14. 

Batesville First Church began a 
doctrinal revival on Sunday, Sept. 11. 

John H. Mcclanahan, pastor of First 
Church, Pine Bluff, was evangelist. 
Glenn Whitworth directed music. Don 
Nall is pastor. 

A Girls in Action Recognition service 
was held .at Baring Cross Church, North 
Little R.ock, on Sunday evening, Sept. 11. 
Mrs. Carolyn Fisher, GA director, was in 
charge of the service. Pins of recogni

· tion· were given to Kathy Evans, Susan 
Matheny, Leslie Horn, Karen Scoby, 
Alicia Brown, Karen James, Pam Brown 
and Lori Fisher. Certificates on learning 
about missions were presented to Jen-
nifer James and Ginger Toland. 

First Church, Fort Smith, recently 
began construction on a building com-
plex which will house not only educa-

briefly 
\ 

tion space for 300 preschool children 
and 300 adults, but will also provide fel
lowship .hall space. The structure, to be 
adjacent to the sanctuary, will also in
clude an extensive library, tape ministry 
room, pastoral study, bride's room and 
prayer room. Projected to cost approx
imately 1.5 million dollars, it will be paid 
for by members of the church within 
three years. The Fort Smith church will 
celebrate its 121st ' birthday this year. 
William L. Bennett is pastor. · · ' 
. Keiser First Ch.urch was in revival Aug. 

14-19. Raymond Glover, pastor of 'First 
Church, Verona, Miss., wa~ evangelist'. 
There were 19 professions of faith and 
three came for baptism. Lloyd Pi'. 
Anderson is pastor. . · 

I ,...: I' 

A_r_.ka_n_sa_s_al_l_ov_er__________~eo~ 
Mark Tolbert has 

been called by 
C_entral Church, 
Jonesboro, to serve 
on the staff as 
minister of 
evangelism and . 

. missions. He will be . 
responsible for 
leading the church 
in personal evan
gelism as well as 
giving supervision 
to mi.ssion giving, mission education and ' 
mission action. A graduate of Georgia 
State University, he is an · ordained 
deacon of Central Church. The past four 
years he has served as a staff worker for 
Campus Crusade for Christ, spending 
the past two years as campus director at 
Arkansas State University. Tolbert and 
liis wife, Joy, are parents of two . 
children, Jennifer and Jason. 

.David WIiiard has been called as part
time minister of music and youth by 
Newport First Church . A faculty 
member of Tuckerman School System, 
he is married to the former Jane Ball of 
Cabot. Willard will be director of the 
adult and youth choirs and will lead 
children and youth activities. 

Danny Veteto, who has been .pastor
ing Dell First Church in Mississippi · 
County, has accepted the call to serve as 
pastor of Va,lley yhapel in Searcy. He 
and his wife,' Pain, have two children. 
Veteto is doing graduate work at Mid-
America Seminary. · · ' · 

Henderson Brown is serving as in
terim pa,stor of Grubb Springs Church. 

Paul Taylor, who. had retired from the 
active pastorate, has accepted the call 
and is servJng as pastor of Parthenon . 
The first Sunday he was with the church, 
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Willard Veteto 

members voted to increase their gifts to 
. associational missions. 

. Don Allred has . resigned as interim 
pastor of Rudd Church. Allred, who was 
ordained to the ministry by the Rudd 
Church on Aug. 28, will be attending the 
University of Arkansas. · 

Bill Storts, who has been pastor of 
Plainview Church, Dardanelle-Russell
ville Association, has resigned to teach 
sc;:hool at Belleville. 

Jim Davis has resigned as pastor of 
Pottsville Church. 

Robert Smith, student at Ouachita 
University, and Connie Terry, a faculty 
member at Marvel, have complfted 10 
weeks of mission work in Ouachita As
sociation . They were sponsored by Dal
las Avenue Church, Mena. 

Charles H. Skutt, pastor of Spradling 
Chur~h, has been selec ted for listing in 
the 1977 edition of Who's Who · in 
America. Dr. Skutt, pastor of the Sprad- . 
ling Church since September, 1966, has . 
served as · moderator of Concord As- · 
sociation and·for the past seven years he 
has. served as chaplain-on-call for the 
local Holiday Inn and was receiver of 
the "Award of Merit" by Holiday Inns 
Inc. in 1972. 

J. W. Royal, a retired minister from 
Benton, has been called to serve as in
terim pastor of Second Church, Jackson
ville. 

Mrs. Danny HIii is serving as music 
director for Caledonia Church. She js 
the daughter of Bob . Patton, a former 
pastor in the Liberty Association . 

Nathan Dyer will assume the pastorate 
of Atkins First Church on Sept. 25: He 
comes to the Atkins church from 
Hayward Church in Portageville, Mo. 
Dyer is a graduate of Hardin-Simmons 
University, Abilene, Tex., and South
western Seminary. His wife, Janice; is a 
graduate of Ouachita University and 

. Southwestern Seminary. . 
Karen Otting has been called by 

University Church, Fayetteville, to direct 
the church's youth ministries. She is a 
student at Arkansas Institute of 
Theology, Fayetteville. 
• Scott Branyon has resigned as music 

and youth director of Lincoln First 
·Church. He ..and . his , wife, Sharon, , will 
reside in the Fayetteville area. 

Terrel Gordon, a hospital chaplain in 
Fayetteville, is serving as interim pastor 
·of J.ohnson First Church. 

Seibert Haley of Tulsa, Okla., has ac
cepted a call to pastor Southside Church 
in Fayetteville. He and his wife, Mary, 
will continue to reside in the Tulsa area · 
until the end of th'e' ·sdfool year when 
they will retire from teaching and move 
to Arkansas . They are parents of one 
daugl:iter who is attending the Univer
sity of Arkansas. 

Ed Abel and Tim Blann have joined 
the staff of Park Place Church, Hot 
Springs. Abel will serve as associate 
pastor and education director. Blann 
will serve as part-time minister of music. 

I . 
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Arkansas all over 
Paragould church dedicates addition 

Alexander Church, near Paragould, 
dedicated the remodeling of their old 
church and the erection of a new addi
tion. The work was completed at a cost 
of $35,000 which included the addition 
of 2640 sq. ft. The work included the 
redecoration of the auditorium, the ad
ding of a new front to the exterior of the 
church, the addition of 10 classrooms, 
two . bathrobms, a church library, a 
pastor's study, and a baptistry. The base
ment of the church has been converted 
into a fellowship hall. 

Under the leadership of Pastor Gary 
Gregory the church has increased its 
Cooperative Program gifts four percent 
- two percent in 1975 and an additional 
two percent in 1977. Pastor Gregory says 
"The increasing of our world mission 
gifts has benefitted our church greatly. 
It has given our people a world vision 
and our total income has increased ap-. 
proximately 40 percent." 

Pastor Gregory spoke from the 134th 
Psalm for the morning message. In his 
message he emphasized: (1) A charge to 
bless the Lord; (2) A charge for the ser
vants of the Lord to stand; and (3) A 
charge for the servants of the Lord to 
serve God all the time. In · conclusion 
Gregory said, "This group of priests 
were those who served in the temple at 
night. Their jobs may have· seemed in
significant in . comparison with those 
priests who worked in the daytime 
when all the people were present. But 
significantly as they worked they praised 
the Lord. God has been good to our 
church in allowing us to improve our 
facilities. We should thank him for his 
grace and seek to reflect his love to 
those that we come in contact with." 

Other special guests for the occasion 
included Carroll Gibson, director of 
missions for the Greene County As
sociation and J. Everett Sneed, editor of 
the Arkansas Baptist . Newsmagazine. 
Missionary Gibson gave the history of 
the Alexander Church while Editor 
Sneed brought the dedicatory message. 

Editor Sneed said that there were 
three things which made a New· Testa
ment church great - a proclaiming 
church, a praying church and a praising 
church. In conclusion Sneed challenged 
the members of the Alexander Church 
to utilize their improved facilities in 
reaching the lost of the community. 

Pastor Gregory feels that the Alex
ander Church has a bright future. He 
said, "Our people have a good vision of 
the Lord's work to be done in this com
munity. As we share our witness for the 
Lord and remain dependent on him for 
strength and power, we will continue to 
have victory in him." 

Pages 

Remodeling of the Paragould church and an addition to the building cost the 
congregation $35;000. (ABN photo) 

Alexander dedicates church 
First Church, Alexander, held a 

dedication of their new building recent
ly. The new plant was erected for a cos·t 
of $86,000 but has an insured value of 
$120,000. The new sanctuary will seat 386 
people, has an all-brick exterior, new 
pews, a new piano and organ, and is 
carpeted throughout. It has a v_estibule, 
two bathrooms, balcony, two class
rooms, and a baptistry. The balcony has 
a capacity of seating 50 people. 

Pastor Aaron Thompson brought the 
dedicatory message. He commended 
the people for their sacrificial giving 
w.hich made the new building possible. 
He said the fact that the congregation 
had erected a new building would not 
mean that.it would be automatically fil-
led . "If we are to.reach people," he said 
"we will have to visit and witness to the 
people of o·ur community. We now have 
a greater responsibility because we have 
greater opportunity." 

The Alexander church was ·started by 

the Immanuel Church, Little Rock who 
sponsored and assisted the congrega
tion during its younger years. The 
church is now 27 years old. 

During the five years that Pastor 
Thompson has worked with the con
gregation, they have added 10 class
rooms and purchased all new furniture 
for their old sanctuary in addition to 

-erecting of the new facility. The Sunday 
School has grown about 300 percent and 
the financial gifts have increased ap
proximately 600 percent. The _ Sunday 
School is now averaging about 115. 

Pastor Thompson feels that the 
church has an excellent future. He said, 
"We expect a lot of growth. People are 
moving into· our area. We now have 
facilities to accommodate additional 
people. It is my hope that we will be 
running 185 to 200 in Sunday School in 
the near future. As we work together 
this becomes a realistic possibility." 

Alexander Churcfi's new auditorit1m will be filled only if the people reach 
out, the pastor told them. (ABN photo) 
~ 
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b.uildings 
New Liberty Church, Mississippi 

County Association, has begun con
struction of a new sanctuary. The 
educational building is being used as a 
temporary worship center. Jim Douglass 
is pastor. 

Waldron First ·Church is purchasing 
land for Boles Mission, one of the two 
missions sponsored by the church. As
sisting with the land purchase is the Mis
sions Department of the Arkansas Bap
tist State Convention, R. H. Dorris, 
director. Nelson Wilhelm is pastor of the· 
Waldron church. The pastor, assisted by 
deacons and laymen of the church, is lflJf~·;;t
leading services at both Boles and ,l:'1 

,•• t••
Crumptown missions, which are spon-

The week of Sept. 27 through 30 has been set aside as Student Spiritual. sored by the church. 
Emphasis Week by the Baptist Medical Center System. Activities are being

Crossett First Church has voted to planned for the students arid the public is invited to attend tbe spiritua l 
build a new activities building at a cost renewal activities. Day services will be held from 2 p.m. to 3 p.m., and eve
of $100,000. Funds used to defray costs ning services will be from 7:30 to 8:30 p .m. 
will come from pledges made by Major and Mrs. Allan Tyson will be guest speakers for the week. Major
members and money received from the · Tyson is a Chaplain with the U.S. Army. Mrs. Tyson, the former Dell Christy,
sale .of the old building and two homes · graduated from Arkansas Baptist Hospital in 1962. While a student she ser~ed 
owned by the church. as BSU President and as a student summer missionary to Nigeria. 

Friendship Church near Conway will Central Baptist Hospital Administrator Larry 0. Barton is serving as Ad- . 
have their 60th anniversary and dedica ministrative ·chairman for the week. Chaplain Chp.rles Covington will serve as 
tion of their new sanctuary on Sunday, pastor advisor. Juanita Straubie, Student Activities Director, and Gary 
Sept. 25. Former pastors and members Hargrove, Baptist Student Union Director, are coordinating plans for t-he 
are to attend special activities. observation. 

Furloughing missionaries 
briefed about state work 

An orientation for foreign mis
sionaries who are currently furloughing 
in Arkansas was held Sept. 8, in the Bap
tist Building, Little Rock . Tlie purpose of 
the program, jointly sponsored by the 
Foreign Mission Board and the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention, was to provide 
a more personal look at the work in 
Arkansas and to make the missionaries' 
furlough more productive. 

Roy F. Lewis, associate ex·ecutive 
secretary for Arkansas .Baptists, was in
strumental in the development of the 
new orientation program. The Arkansas 
orientation was the first such program 
planned but was the second · actually 
held. 

Presentations made to the 
furloughing missionaries included 
Arkansas' organization ,i'nd .structure, 
highlights· of the past four years in 
Arkansas, 'local fellowship conditions in 
Arkansas, the Bold Mission thrust, and 
current Arkansas budget and financial 
conditions. Presentations were made by 
Sam Pitman, associate secretary of the 
Department of Denominational Coor
dination of the Foreign Mission Board, 
and by the staff of the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention. 

September 22, 1977 

Furloughing missionaries who attended the orientation session Sept. 8 are 
(left to right) Gerald Schlieff; Robert Crockett, Annette Crockett; Gerry Wil
liams; Fred Williams; Ruth Vanderburg; Bettye Spann; Frederick Spann; Mar
jorie Grober; Glendon Grober; Gena Hampton; and James Hampton. 
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.Woman's viewpo_int 
Mary Maynord Sneed 

., 

Fulfillment for Christian women 

The Christian's sense of worthiness 
and self-esteem issues not only from an 
awareness of God's· love for us but also 
from the knowledge that we were 
created in his image (cf. Gen. 5:1-2; 
1:27-28). One facet of this image which 
we have previously discussed in this 

•column is our potential for relationships 
with God and one another. It was God's 
purpose that man and woman, as intel- . 
ligent, creative beings, would unite in a 
plan to populate, replenish, subdue and 
control the world (v. 28). Yet, all this 
time man has been content with the 
traditional role of producing ideas and 
goods, while woman's role has been to 
produce babies. 

Con.sequently, many women have 
begun to feel like martyrs, sacrificing 
themselves for their families. Tired, 
bored, depressed and lonely, these 
housewives are turning to drugs and 
alcohol, suffering psychosomatic ill
nesses and "nervous breakdowns" or 
venting their frostrations upon their 
families. As they attempt to experience 
1ife through their husbands and 
children, they are, literally, destroying 
themselves. 

Are these women really _ ·giving 
themselves away? Or are they, actually, · 
depriving their families of the kind of 
thoughtful, creative, inspiring and lov
ing personalities they·might be, given an 
adequate solution to the problem? 

The scripture paints a beautiful 
portrait of "the virtuous woman" in 
Prov. 31 :10-31. She is spiritually mature, 
wise in business, a good manager, intel- · 
ligent, resourceful and trustworthy. Like 
Lydia, who earns her living by selling 
purple dyes or dyed p<?ods, she is aI
successful merchant. Deborah, the 
prophetess who was also a judge, 
Phoebe, Pricilla and Philip's daughters 
are a few of the religious leaders of the 
times. · 

The possibilities of service for Chris
tian women are even greater today. We 

need no longer sit at home, bitihg our 
. fingernails to the quicks, when so many 
other options are open to us .. Many 
women with desires for self-fulfillment 
are returning to universities to complete 
degrees or to do graduate study. Others 
are resuming abandoned careers or 

· training for new occupations. They may 
be motivated by a desire to improve 
their financial standing or merely seek- · 
ing significant ways to employ their 
God-given talents. Women are eager to 
make worthwhile contributions to the 
arts and sciences, medicine, l:>usiness, 
education and many ·other fields of 
endeavor. 

Besides paid employment, there is 
also opportunity to relate to the world 
beyond home and family through 
voluntary charitable, civic and church 
activities. The possibilities for ministry 
that are open to women in the churches 
are, virtucilly, limitless. Pastors'.wives are 
finding this option especially attractive, 
si·nce it affords opportunity to . se.rve 
side-by-skfe with their own husbands. 

Some wives and mothers with · 
children in school have found paid part
time employment to be the ideal solu
tion. Among those who possess skills 
which permit them to earn money at. 
home are music teachers, seamstresses, 
artists and free-lance writers. These 
women are capable of combil)ing oc
cupational responsibilities with the per
formance of household duties and car
ing for their own children. · 

However a woman resolves to achieve 
her desire for personal fulfilment, her 
husba11d's cooperation is essential. The 
couple will need. to sit down together 
and take an hohest look at their 
priorities. Most husbands have their 
wives' happiness as a primary concern. 
By uniting in a plan to increase the 
wife's opportunities for achievement, 
Christian couples may yet fulfill God's 
purpose for mankind. 

Foreign mission brief 
, GEN. SANtOS CITY, Phlllpplnes· -
Eighty-three Baptist Men from 15 
churches in the sprawling South 
Cotabato province of Mindanao 
gathered here in mid-June for a con
ference. Paul B. Johnson, Southern Bap
tist missionary who is conference coor-

dinator on Mindanao, challenged the 
men to lead their churches in action
oriented programs such as evangelism 
and the starting of new churches. The 
GO-church South Cotabato Association is 
one of the fastest-growing associations 
in the Philippines and has registered 

The president speaks 
. Pray for convention 

by R. Wilbur Herring 
(This Is the first of 

a series on the 
coming conven
tion in November, 
1977.) 

Have you been 
praying for our 
coming Arkansas 
Baptist State Con
vention in Little 
Rock Nov. 8-10, 
1977? Maybe you Dr. Herring 
think that meetings of the convention 
don't need prayer. Maybe you think 
they just happe_n. I am sure you pray for 
the worship services each Sunday, and 
that you pray for your revival meetings. 
Then why don't you pray for the annual 
meeting of our convention? 

I have an observation to pass on to 
you. During the 30 years that I have 
served as an ordained minister of the 
gospel, I have carefully noted the dif
ference between the "good" conven
tions and the "sorry" ones. I have seen 
my 'fair share of _both kinds. · I have dis
covered that the difference is not in the 
out-of-state personalities which the 
program committee schedules for the 
meeting, or the experience of the of
ficers or the generalship of the commit
tee chairmen. The real difference lies in 

· the one thing, that is, whether the par
ticipants fervently prayed for the con
vention before coming, prayed during 
the sessions of the convention and 
praised the Lord at the last for such a 
"wonderful convention". 

There has to be more praying for the 
convention than just those selected to 
pray before and after each session. Most 

· of the time this just makes it a legally 
constituted Baptist gathering. You know 
what · I mean, "the prayer and two 
hymns sort ·of thing." But the truly great 
and marvelous conventions which I 
have had the blessed fortune to attend 
are those where most of the participants 
(messengers and visitors) had prayed 
an.d prayed that God would give a 
glorious mountain top experience as we 
gathered by churches . in the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Prayer does make a difference. Will 
you start praying now that our 
Sovereign God will place his blessings 
upon us come Nov. 8-10, 1977? 

• 
almost 1,000 baptisms during each of the 
last two annual reports. Two Southern 
Baptist missionary families are stationed 
in this area, Mr. and Mrs. James T. 
_Lochridge serving .here and Mr. and 
Mrs. Charles L. Miller working at 
Marbel. 
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From Muslim to pastor's wife: 
From dentist to pastor 

Strange as it may seem, the Lone Rock 
Church has a dentist for pastor - a den
tist whose wife is a native of Hyder
daad, India, and who was a Muslim for 
most of her life. 

India is a secular, democratic 
republic, the largest democracy in the 
world. The population is immense, yet 
the country is only about half the size of 
the continental United States. The pop
ulation density is so great that India, 
with 580 million people, is second only 
to China in population . , . 

While this nation is known for densely 
populated cities like Bombay, ,Calcutta 
and Delhi, India is primarily a ~ountry 
of rural life. Eighty percent of the P!)P·
ulation lives in farming areas, compris
ing 60,0 thousand s'mall villages. Because 
of this segregation· of the populatiori,_ 
there are 15 different languages and 
more than 800 minor tongues and 
dialects. The states in India are divided 
according to the predominant lariguag~ 
in the area so that the common man can 
talk to his government officials in his 
native tongue. However, just ~s Mrs. 
Mathis was ready to begin teaching in 
her native language, the government 
told her she would have to go back to 
school to learn a new language. 

Disgusted, she moved to Pakistan in 
1951. Then in - 1958 she came on a 
scholarship to Mary Hardin -Baylor 
University, Belton, Tex. Then she moved 

again to attend the University of 
Alabama where she met her husband. 

During this same period, Dr. Mathis 
was experiencing serious doubts. He 
had been saved in a Baptist church at 14, 
but having had no religious back
ground, he had strayed from the 
church . Finalli when he could go on no 

· longer, Dr. Mathis said, "I cursed God 
and vowed I'd prove he didn't exist. But 
after reading literally hundreds of 
b,ooks1 I came .to my knees." 

Dr: Mathis worked as a chemist for 
se,veral years and then in 1967 he began 
dental school. While he was in dental 
school 'he said, "I tried every possible 
way not to be a Baptist, but after study
ing t_he· Bible for quite some time, I 
jqined a Baptist church." 

' Dujirg all'this time Mrs. Mathis had 
continued to practice her Muslim faith 
and refused to 'attend a Baptist church . 
In fact, Dr. Mathis had promised to join 
the Muslim religion when they got mar
ried. During dental school, however, Dr. 
Mathis began taking their children to 
<t: hurch. ' Mrs. Mathis had been taught 
that ·it was her responsibility to know 
what her children were learning, so she 
begaA attending church with her family. 

For more than six years she attended 
·church without being able to · accept 
Christianity. During much of that time 
she was under conviction but could not 
understand the idea of the Trinity as the 
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Muslim religion · teaches that there is 
only one God, and Mohammed is the 
last prophet. 
- While attending a revival at Memphis, 

the evangelist told of Abraham who had 
the faith to sacrifice his only son while 
he had been promised that his seed 
would be numberless. He pointed out 
that there are many things we must ac
cept on faith without being totally able 
to understand - such as the Trinity . . 

Mrs. Mathis accepted Christ that day 
and shortly thereafter Dr. Mathis ac
cepted the position of deacon in the 
church. Dr. Mathis believes that for a 
man to succeed, his wife must be a com
mitted partner, so he waited until she 
was sa"'.ed to accept the position of 
deacon. 

Since becoming a deacon, Dr. Mathis 
has taught Sunday School, Church 
Training, became youth director, out
reach director and chairman of deacons. 
But .during all this time he was sti_ll un
sure of God's will for his life. "I -put my 
occupation of dentistry first. I felt I'd 
have to give it up if I surrendered to 
preach. I had heard that if there was 
anything else you could do, you 
shouldn't pr~ach. Well, there was plenty 
I could do so I didn't make my commit
ment public. I told God and my wife on
ly. I decided to put God to the test. In 
March, I quietly surrendered to preach, 
telling God that if he wanted me he 
could come and get me. That was on a 
Tuesday. Thursday. the Henderson 
Church called and asked me to be their 
interim pastor." 

Dr. Mathis has been pastoring since 
April. He is now pastor of the Lone Rock 
Church, located In a rural community in 
the center of the Ozark National Forest. 

The community was isolated because 
there was no bridge. Entering the com
munity took several hours. Now, Lone 
Rock i_s accessible and is slowly becom
ing a growing community. The first Sun
day' there were 11 i_n attendance with an 
offering of $23. Now the church is 
averaging 40 with an offering of almost 
$200 per week. 

Perhaps the most important comment 
that Dr. Mathis made in the interview is 
that "Arkansas has dozens, perhaps 
hundreds, of 'Lone Rocks' that God is 
calling a 'layperson to' ." · 

Besides Naheed, who is not shown, the 
Mathis family consists of (from left) 
Ni/ia, Eric, Omar, Dr. Mathis and Mrs. 
Mathis. 

The ·Lone Rock Church meets in this 
building. 
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Senior adults . and Arkansas churches: 
by Betty Kennedy 

ABN m;maging editor 

What's a local Baptist congregation 
doing. helping set up a retirement 
home? or getting volunteers to fix 

. plumbing for a widow? or taking senior 
adults on trips to other states? "Follow
ing scriptural injunction," says one 
pastor. "Meeting a need in the com
munity,"· explains another. 

Many Arkansas Baptist churches are 
entering the relatively new area of 
ministry to senior .adults,. and they have 
support from Southern Baptist agencies. 
Help is offered through consultants, 
study course books for senior adults 
themselves, a handbook of ministries 
(point number one: use the term 
"senior adu lts", not "senior citizens") 
and even a magazine for Christian · 
senior adults. 

Congregations who want to start 
programs for senior adults can g~t infor
mation on ways to minister. Some of the 

sources will be lis.ted. later in this two
par_t series of artides. 

Why are Southern Baptists emphasiz
ing ministry to senior adu lts? In the past, 
Americans have accentuated youth to 
the degree that the elderly are forgotten · 

·or neglected. ·Many Christians have ac
cepted the view that "youth is beautiful; 
old is ugly." Th is assessment of view
point is supported by a recent . Harris 
poll wh ich found that "to younger peo
ple, the collective image of the elderly is 
that of an inept, ineffectual, physica lly 
depleted group waiting for death .. . " 

But now Americans are laced with the 
fact that the· percentage of the popula
tion over 65 years of age is increasing 
rapidly and will continue to grow in the 
future. Southern Baptists as a whole are 
planning_for the future when there wi ll 
be an even greater need for these 

ministries than now. In 1970 the over-65 
population of the United States was 10 
percent of the total, but . for the year 
2000 the projected proportion is 20 per
cent . Even . now, 13 percent of the 
members of Souther'n Baptist churches 
are 65 and old'er. ·_ . ' . 

Because.Arkansas has a larger popula
tion proportio.n df· senior adu lts than 
any other state•besides Florida (12.8 per
cent ,of -Arkansas r.eside.nts are retired 
while 16.·1 percent o.f Floridians are 
retired), Arkansas Baptists may have 
more opportunities-. to reach : out to 
senior adu lts. Arkansas' retired popula
tion grew by 14.4 percent between 1970 
and 1975, which means there · are ap
proximately 271,000 persons fi5 and over 
in the state. 

There have .' al~ays b'een e ld erly 
persons, and they have always . had 

Grand Avenue, Ft. Smith -----------On the cover -------

We lend a helping hand, church says 
The deacons of Grand Avenue Church, Ft. Smith, are convinced that the 

Biblical injunction to care for widows applies today. So, they have recom
mended to the church that the congregation lend a helping hand to widows 
and disabled older persons. The church has accepted the cha llenge and their 
intentions are stated right on the side of the van equipped for the ministry. It 
says, "The Helpi'ng Hand Ministry". · 

The ministry was begun last month after a study of the church 
membership revealed more than 100 widowed or disabled persons who cou ld 
benefit from volunteer services. 

The volunteers are more than 100 men, women and young people in the 
church who are on cal l to help with transportation, emergency plumbing, 
painting, carpentry, nursing care · and other service?, A Grand Avenue 
m_ember, Ray Stewart, donated a delivery truck from his grocery business, and 
other members gave tools and equipment to outf it the truck . 

Senior Adult Sunday School Directors Bi ll and Wilma Yocum are directors 
of the ministry. When a church member needs assistance, their request is 
channeled through the church office to the Yocums. During the first month of 
operation, "The Helping Hand Ministry" averaged one ca ll per day with as 
many as seven people working on one project. · . 

1 
Pastor Don Moore led the church in dedicating the ministry, which he 

thinks is bearing a powerful witness in the city, besides helping church 
members. 

Painting a house is not the usual kind of project for the helping hand ministry 
of Grand Avenue Church, but there were volunteers to do the job 'just the 
sanie. (cover photo by Morris Myers) 
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getting aro~nd the myths to the ministries 

While government agencies and 
private groups have moved into 
programs for senior adults, most 
Baptist congregations in Arkansas 
are proceeding with caution. One 

·. of the purposes of this article is to 
give Arkansas Baptists a general 
view of the senior adults ministries 
programs by · congregations 
around the state. The stories of 
some churches are included 
because .the programs are nearly 
the same as those of many other 
churches and, therefore, seemed 
to be typical. Other churches are 
part of the story because they are 
involved in ministries quite dif
ferent and nontraditional. Not all. 
churches who have programs for 
senior adults could possibly be in
cluded. 

needs. And Christians have read the left out completely. Another 14 percent 
Biblical admonition to honor the elderly of persons over 65 need constant com
and take c·are of their mothers and ' panionship, but 81 percent are able to 
fathers, but ministries to .the aged have get around fairly well on their own. 
long consisted of nursing home services Traditional nursing home ministries 
and not much else. Since only five per are a worthwhile part of the outreach 
cent of persons over 65 ar.e in  programs of many Arkansas churchl;!S, 
stitutionalized, the vast majority were like Cullendale church at Camden, 

Dardanelle, First------------

Church takes cue from BYW 
· Members of Baptist Young Women at First Church, Dardanelle, were 

ministering to senior adults by adopting them as "secret pals". Each BYW 
member would remember her secret pals with cards and gifts so the older 
member's special occasions were not forgotten. Then someone suggested 
that these friends might benefit from getting together, and the Golden Age 
luncheon was begun. 

Now the monthly luncheon and afternoon of activities attract about 25 
senior adults and five to 10 of their friends. Mrs. Maxine Kemp, WMU director 
for the church, likes to involve church members outside the WMU in the 
programs presented to the senior adults and has used young people this sum
mer. 

Pastor Tony Berry hopes to see the men of the church get inspired by the 
women's role in senior adult ministries. While Brotherhood activities now in
clude ministry to the local nursing home, he looks for additional ministries 
from the men. 

The church's purchase of a 48-passenger bus might increase attendance 
at the luncheons by 10 to 15 persons, Berry thinks. "The bus will make some 
people feel less like they are imposing asking for a ride,'_' he said . . 

The pastor's suggestions after a year of the program are (1) maintain 
enthusiasm by seeking new and creative. program events, and (2) involve the 
participants in planning. 

Pastor Tony Berry (head of the table) joins the "Golden Age" Club for lunch. 

September 22, 1977 Page 13 



.

1 

Gene Holman is concerned about senior adults who move 
into those government-built apartment buildings. "They get in RSVP to retired friends 
those high rises and there they stay," she says. 

So, because Gene and Bill Holman are retired and have the 
time, ·and because the opportunity came to them, they give a 
day a week to provide services that get retired persons out of 
the high rise and provide nutrition and socialization. The 
Holmans are RSVPers, participants in the Retired Senior 
Volunteers Program of the Pulaski County Council on Aging 
Inc. . 

The Holmans are members of Lakeshore Drive Church fn 
Little Rock. While church programs provide opportunities for 
ministry, like taking food to shut-in friends, the Holmans chose 
also to do volunteer work for this private non-profit agency. 

The invitation to become RSVP volunteers came to them 
through afamily friend, John Halbert, who is executive 'director 
of the Council. One evening at church he told .them of the new 
program, and the Holmans agreed to try being volunteers. 

Now Thursdays are the days Gene and Bill Holman set aside Bill and Gene Ho/man (standing) pass around some 
to help fellow senior adults, many of whom come from the high more water and conversation after lunch at one of the · 
rises around town. Mrs. Holman works greeting participants in nutrition sites of the Pulaski County Council on Aging. 
the nutrition program at the Central Baptist Hospital site. Her (ABN photo) 
husband visits with his friends as they wait for the meal to be 
served, and he usually carries a pitcher of water to serve them. 

The Holmans chose this job from among many done by 
RSVP voluntetirs. They wanted a.definite task and a definite time 
set aside to help others. So they give one day a week, even 
though their friends at the nutrition site would like it to be 
more. 

These members of the Monette club want to live long 
and like it, and the club may actually help because a 
senior adult club fights loneliness by providing fel
lowship. That's Pastor Jerry Tracy far left on the third 
row. 

Monette, First-· ---------------------------

Clubs liked by those who live long 
Want to "live long and like it"? Well, join the club. The cll!lb 

at First Church, Monette, that is . You have to be at least 55 years 
old, but you get a certificate of membership and are invited to a 
monthly meeting for lunch, a devotional and recreation. 

The Monette church began this ministry only a few months 
ago, but Pastor Jerry Tracy is encouraged by increasing atten

. dance. They had 44 senior adults one rainy day. 

Tracy says the idea came from First Church of Lebannon, 
Tenn., and materials he got from the Sunday School Board's 
Churd1 Recreation Department helped the church promote the 
program. 

Their luncheon programs have included a talk by the mayor 
of Monette and a demonstration by the local ambulance ser
vice. 

"It brings people out of their 'homes," says Pastor Tracy. 
One woman is limited to one activity because of her health and 

· she chose the club," he explained. 

The pastor gauges interest in the club for senior adults to be 
high . On one of the meeting days he ~ent to the local nursing 
home to pick up an 88-year-old member. She greeted him in 
casual dress and hair rollers; she thought the "Live Long and 
Like It Club" was the next day. The woman .went anyway, rollers . 
and all. She had joined the' club and really liked it. 
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which sponsors a 30-minute service 
each Thursday evening at the Ouachita 
Convalescent Home there. Smackover, 
First, is combining tradition and 
technology by installing a closed-circuit 
television system to bring their services 
directly to residents of the local nursing 
home. At Hamburg, nursing home resi
dents are taught the Bible study lesson , 
each Sunday by First Church's pastor, 
Raymond Atwood . 

Another type of ministry which, like 
nursing home services, helps the senior 
adult break out of his loneliness is the 
senior adult . club. Clubs can provide 
socialization and help the participants to 
"live long and like it". The club at First 
'church, Monette, uses that statement of 
purpose as the name of their group. 
Clubs are a part of the ministries of Mat
thews Memorial Church in Pine Bluff 
(the "Prime Timers"), Second Church, 
Hot Springs (the "Keen Agers"), First 
Church, Dardanelle (the "Golden Age" . 
Club) and many other churches. · 

Trips for the senior adults are ofteh 
part of the activities of a club but may be 
an activity where there is no club. First 
Church, Crossett, has taken senior ' 
adults to Little Rock, while First Church, 
Hamburg, has made plans for a trip to 
Nashvil le, Tenn., this month, and First 
Church, Pine Bluff, senior adults went to 
St. Louis in late August. 

Most churches pay part of the ex
penses for trips, but the cost is not the 
only advantage of group trips. Pine Bluff 
pastor John Mcclanahan says that the 
group venture makes travel possible for 
a widow or a person whose spouse can't 
go. 

For other churches, special days like a 
"Senior Citizens Day" at First Church, 
Hamburg, is a way to lend support to 
senior adults. A revival just for senior 
adults was held at Highland Heights 
Church in Benton in July, ·and Baptist 
Tabernacle in Little Rock designated the 
beginning Sunday of their spring revival 
as senior adult day. First Church, Pine 
Bluff, honors their older members with 
a "Founders' Day" on the first Sunday ii) 
October. 

While some churches minister to the 
senior adult on special days, club days 
and trip days, the focus of the ministries 
of some others is ministry when there is 
need. 

This is the aim of the "Helping Hand 
Ministry" of Grand Avenue Church, Ft. 
Smith. Church members volunteer to 
meet needs for the elderly and han
dicapped at the time when help is 
needed. (See separate article ,spot
lighting the ministry of' the Grand 
Avenue Church,) 

These are not all the ministries per
formed or all the ministries that need to 
be performed by Baptist churches in 
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Arkansas. Some serve well the needs socialization sites. 
with traditional ministries, but others Part two of this series will give ''how
are moving in fresh directions by main- · to" information about other types of 
taining retirement hotels or meeting ministries to senior adults. Sources of 
transportation and "fix-it" needs or en printed information and agencies of the 
couraging members to work in govern SBC which can offer help to churches 
ment or private programs such as will be listed for churches who want to 
"meals-on-wheels" and nutrition and get on with the ministries. 

First Church, Pine Bluff-----------------

Church answers needfor home 
"We have ·some very adequate nursing homes in Pine Bluff," says First 

Church · Pastor John Mcclanahan, "but when our people wanted to enter a 
retirement home, they had to go to Little Rock." 

So when First Church was approached, more than three years ago, to join 
two other churches in backing Trinity Village, the congregation voted to par
ticipate. Dr. Mcclanahan says they saw it as an opportunity for ministry - a 
rapidly expanding ministry. 

A fourth church joined the enterprise· and they each put up an initial in
vestment to build the facility which now serves only the mobile retired . 

First Church's continuing input in Trinity Village business affairs comes 
through the members they elect to the home's board of directors, but they 
can minister directly to the residents. Each Tuesday volunteers from the 
church go out to help with whatever activities are planned for that day. And 
the church is responsible for the Sunday evening vespers service every fourth 
Sunday. 

Many residents of the home come to worship at First Church and 
members provide transportation. Four members of the church have entered 
the home, and a former member moved back from Florida to live there. 

But Trinity Village is not First Church's entire commitment to senior 
adults. Dr. · Mcclanahan points to a greatly expanding program for senior 
adults set up over the past four years. The church has a standing committee to 
coordinate programs for this age group, and they have on the staff a minister 
of activities, including senior adult activities. 

Ruth West (right) is one member of First Church who gives her time to 
minister to residents of Trinity Village. On a typical Tuesday she helps resi
dents with recreation. (photo courtesy of Trinity Village) 
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Your state convention at work 

Looking ahead: Arkansas events 
September 1977 
22 Area church WMU leadersh ip conference, Hope, First 
22 Northeast District Brotherhood meeting, 

Paragould, fast Side 
23 Area WMU leadership meeting for associational leaders, 

Hope, First · 
26 Area church WMU leadership conference, Monticello, First 
26-Oct. 2 Sunday School Preparation Week 
27 · Area WMU leadership meeting for associational leaders, 

Monticello, First 
27 East Centra l District Brotherhood meeting, Parkin, First 
29 Centra l District Brotherhood meeting, Geyer Springs, First 
29 · Area church WMU .leadership conference, Wynne · 
30 Area WMU leadersh ip meeting for associational leaders, Wynne 
30-Oct. 1 State deacon ministry conference, Little Rock, First 

(Church Training) 

October 1977 COOPERATIVE PROGRAM MONTH 
3 Southwest D istrict Brotherhood meeting, Immanue l, Texarkana 
;i West Central District Brotherhood meeting, Paris, First 
6 Southeast District Brotherhood meeting, Monticello, First 
6 Area church WMU leadership conference, 

Mountain Home, First 
7 Area WMU leadersh ip meeting for associat ional 

leaders, Mountain Home, First 
7- 9 BSU Convention 

10-14 ASSOC/A TIONAL ANNUAL MEETINGS 
17-21 ASSOC/A TIONAL ANNUAL MEETINGS 
20-21 Music Men rehearsal/retreat, Camp Paron 
23 High Attendance Night in, Church Training 
24 North Centra l District Brotherhood meeting, 

East Side, Mountain Home 
25 Northwest District Brotherhood Meeting, 

Fayetteville, First 
27 Church Training Convention, Immanuel, Little Rock 
30 Great Day In The Morning! 

November 1977 
3- 5 Marriage Enrichm ent Retreat, DeGray State Park 

Lodge (Church Training) 

Sunday School 
Children's worship 

If you have children's church or 
worship or whatever you may call it, do 
you often have to search for material to 
help you? Perhaps I can point you in the 
direction of some valuable help. 

The Sunday School Board now 
publishes a resource kit which has been 
planned to parallel "Children's Worship 
Helps" in the Ch ildren's Leadership 
magazine. lfhe materials are designed to 
help workers more easi ly use the 
worship procedur.es found in the 
Leadership magazine. 

. Included in the kit are such items as 
unit banners,, call to 'NOrship, songs, pic
tu.res, maps, a, copy .of 1 Children's 
Leadership and several different games. 
Most of _these items, after they are use~,., 
can be filed and used again when .the , 
unit study includes the particular themt. 

The items may be ·filed ·in a · 
systemat ical order. The order may be 
the same as the one suggested in the 
leaflet, ·"How Dd I File My Pictures". 
These may be filed for use :not only in 
the worship service but also in St:inday · 
School or otner age group meetings. 

The resource kit should be ordered 
with your other curriculum material, 
and it is on the literature form. 

I think you will find this kit to be an 
important tool in planning and con
ducting children's worship. - Harold 
Vernon, Children's Consultant, Sunday 
School Department 

Child Care 

Information program is for all churches 
"An Arm of the Church Reaching 

Out" is the ministry of the Arkansas 
Bap.tist Family and Child Care Services. 
Many church groups have viewed and 
responded positively to our new slide
cassette presentation bearing this title·. It 
is our desire to •share this program with 
every church in the convention in an ef- · 
fort to be informative· and accountable 
to Arkansas Baptists for the funds 
received which make possible our 
outreach ministry to families and 
children. 

Someone from our staff will be happy 
to come to your church and present this 
program. It has been used effectively for 

Sunday evening services, Wednesday 
evening services, W.M,U. meetings 
(church and associational), Brotherhood 
meetings (even early breakfasts), as
sociational meetings, and pastor's con
ferences. 

"Our chur,ch is so small, we are reluc
tant to ask someone to come j'u\t for our 
group." This is a comment I have heard . 
often and I want to emphasize that the 
size of the church does not matter to us. 
We .·are gratefu l for the support and in
terest of all our churches and want to 
visit the small churches as well as the 
large ones. There will not be any ex
pense to the church to have this 

program presented. We would ap
preciate an invitation so that we could 
share with you the story of this exciting 
life-giving ministry. 

A pastor of one of the small church.es 
has suggested that two or three 
churches might WprJt to joi_n together on 
a -Sunday evening for a time of fel
lowship and presentation , of the 
program. 

• I 

Please contact our •office so that we · 
can schedule this program for your 
church. - Johnny G. Biggs, Executive 
Director, Arkansas Baptist Family and 
Child Care Services. 

Page 16 ARKANSAS BAPTIST NEWSMAGAZINE 

https://church.es
https://procedur.es


During a session of the retreat led by Wells,. 
co'uples knelt to renew their wedding vows. 
(photo by Ray Wells) 

t<etreats, seminars and conferences 
on marriage and family life are satisfying 
a real hunger for fulfillment in 
relationships within families. The 
church, state conventions and 
denomination are joining together in 
providing growth assistance in these 
areas. 

Ray and Carolyn Wells from First 
Church in Smackover attended the first 
Marriage Enrichment Retreat held in 
Arkansas in 1975 which was sponsored 
by the state Church Training Depart
ment and the Baptist Sunday School 
Board. Since then they have participated 
in training seminars in Nashville, as.well 
as in Little Rock and at Horseshoe Bend; 
to prepare themselves to be retreat 
leaders. They led their first retreat in 
their church in May 1976 and have been 
involved in several others in Arkansas 
since that time. 

In August the , Wells were co-leaders 
in a Marriage Enrichment Retreat spon
sored by the Georgia Baptist Conven
tion and held at their state assembly at 
Taccoa, Ga. Dick Waggener, consultant 
in the· Family Ministry Department of 
the Baptist Sunday School Board, led a 
similar retreat simultaneously. Both 
retreats were conducted because of the 
outstanding response to a previous one. 

The Georgia retreat was attended by 
32 couples whose marriages ranged in 
length from three to 37 years. The cou
ples' educational and occupational 
levels were varied . . 

The retreat was designed ·to provide 
· Iearning experiences which will con
tribute to fulfilling joy in marriage and 
family life. The teachir-ig methods used 
were both lecture and learning ac
tivities. The group worked on improving 
communication skills, understanding 
feelings, conflict management and con
frontation. The retreat was very positive 
and majored on affirmative qualities and 
developing strengths in a marriage 
relationship. It concluded with a mar
riage reaffirmation ceremony · that was 
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Marriage retreats 
provide growth helps 

very meaningful and beautiful. . whole place gave a sense of peace and 
The Georgia Baptist Assembly restfulness. The setting enabled the par

provided an idea l sett ing and all the ticipants to get in touch with their · 
support systems for a .retreat. The lodge relationship to God and to their mate. 
containing motel-type rooms, dining Couples who would like to participate 
hall, conference rooms and a spacious in such an event should contact Gerald 
lounge with fireplace, overlooked a Jackson, Church Training Department, 
beautiful 200-acre lake. The grounds P.O. Box 552, Little Rock 72203. There is 
were covered with many varieties of a retreat planned for our state at DeGray 
wild flowers and beautiful trees. The Lodge near Arkadelphia Nov. 3-5. 

We've* Discovered a New Way 
to -Deliver Your Mail Orders! 

When making a Baptist Book Store* 
purchase by phone or mail, send it to 
your regional Mail Order Center. 

Baptist Book Store Customers in Arkansas now 
send mail orders to: 

Baptist Book Store Mail Order Center 
P.O. Box 161121 · 
Memphis, Tennessee 38116 
(901) 345-6525 

Note: Arkansas zip code 718 only continue ordering from Baptist Book. 
Store Mail Order Center, 2622 Avenue E, East, Arlington, TX. 76011. 

Continue visiting your local Baptist Book Store as 
usual-or even more often. Though it noJongerfills

. mail orders, it still serves you in every other way. 

For a free brochure explaining our Mail Order Centers, write Baptist Book 
c t ~tores, 127 Ninth Ave ., North, Nashville, TN . 37234. 

Page 17 



Five agencies launch joint 
strategy, employ Bryan 

NASHVILLE-(BP) - A comprehensive 
missions education strategy for 
Southern Baptists began taking form 
here with representatives of five agen
cies working out details on a series of 
approaches and developing an ad 
ministrative plan. 

Carolyn· Weatherford of Birming- . 
ham, executive director of Woman's 
Missionary Union, was elected 

- chairperson of the executive group of 
the newly formed Missions Education 
Council, which includes Glendon Mc
Cullough of Memphis, executive direc
tor of the ·Brotherhood Commission; 
Grady Cothen of Nashville, president of 
the Sunday School Board; William Tan
ner of Atlanta, executive director of the 
Home ·Mission Board; and Baker James 
Cauthen of Richmond, executive direc
tor of the Foreign Mission Board. 

The planners also agreed to employ a 
staff assistant to lead in designing and 
launching cooperative projects of the 
Missions Education Council. 

Named to the position was Miss 
Katharine Bryan, former director of Bap
tist Women for the Texas Baptist 
Woman's Missionary Union, who is cur-

rently enrolled in a doctoral program. 
Tenure is for one year and is renewable 
for an additional year. 

The joint missions strategy effort grew 
out of the missions challenge recom
mendations, adopted by the Southern 
Baptist Convention (SBC) in Norfolk in 
1976, which called for unprecedented 
mobilization of denominational 

· resources to win the world to Christ. 
The planners agreed to develop as 

part of the strategy a coordinated cur
riculum, a communications plan with 
church staff members; a national 
merchandising plan for missions educa
tion materials, an evaluation plan, and a 
missions education growth plan. 

The planners said the coordinated 
missions education curriculum will in
clude the elements of balance, se
quence, dating and an integrat ion of 
content. 
I The communications plan .for church 
staff will focus on the pastor and will in
clude a missions ed_ucation digest vehi
cle, the council reported. 

The merchandising plan will include 
sales efforts by catal'og, book store and 
telephone. 

MISSION STRATEGISTS--: five Southern Baptist agency heads are launching a 
comprehensive missions education strategy for Southern Baptists, which grew 
out of the Southern Baptist Convention's mission challenge recommenda
tions in 1976 in Norfolk to mobilize denominational -resources to win the 
world to Christ. They have hired a staff assistant, Katharine Bryan, former 
Texas Baptist WMU staffer, to lead in designing and launching cooperative 
projects. Carolyn Weatherford, center, executive director of the Woman's 
Missionary Union, will chair a newly formed Missions Education Council 
made up of the five agency heads. Others, left lo right, are Willial1) Tanner, 
Home Mission Board; Glendon McCullough, Brotherhood · Commission; 
Grady Cothen, Sunday School Board; and Baker}. Cauthen, Foreign Mission 
Board. (BP) Photo by Floyd Craig. ' 

The missions education growth plan 
will encourage mission education in 
every church, with special attention to 
small and large churches. · 

In the area of research and develop
ment, planners will develop and test 
mission education approaches before 
they are recommended to churches. 

Zambia youth rallies 
bring 600 decisions 

LUSAKA, Zamb1a (BP) - The second 
phase of the 1977 Zambia Baptist 
crusades has been completed with 643 
decisions for Christ recorded, including 
more than 300 professions of faith. 

Sixty-three youth rallies were led by 
75 Zambian Baptist .youth and 11 stu
dents from Baptist Student ·union 
organizations in Texas, Arkansas and 
Mississippi, according to _Franklin A. 
Kilpatrick, Southern Baptist missionary 
press representative. Fred M . Allen, a 
.Southern Baptist missionary assigned to 
music and youth work in Zambia, 
directed both teams. 

The two groups combined to sing, 
give testimonies, preach sermons and 
engage in personal witnessing in 
churches, schools, colleges and public 
places. They visited four different 
provinces during the month-long proj
ect and sang on radio and TV programs, 
in addition_ to making cassette , 
recordings for distribution to churches. 

Sunday School_leadership clinics were 
conducted during the first phase of the 
1977 emphasis, and the third phase will 
be revival meetings during September 
in all 80 Zambian Baptist churches, with 
guest evangelists and musicians lfrom -

. the United States and other African 
countries taking part. 

MUSICIANS
AT LAST! 

$7.95 
postpaid 

A book holder that 
really secures the pages 
of any size hymnal or music album. 
Ideal for piano, organ, or music stands. 
Made of sturdy creme-colored thenno-plastic. 
Satisfaction guaranteed or money refunded. 

Pet~rson Enterprises, P.O. Box 7351 
Fort Wayne, Indiana 46807 
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Mission Service Corps 
defined .by committee 

NASHVILLE (BP) - A special .commit
tee studying formation of the Mission 
Serv.ice Corps (MSC), which will be 
designed to put 5,0,00 volunteers on · 
Southern Baptist home and foreign mis
sion fields by 1982, has agreed on a 
definition for the MSC and the need for 

_a steering committee to coordinate the 
committee's continuing work. 

At a meeting here, characterized _by a 
strong sense of excitement about the· 
MSC concept which grew o·ut of action 
at the 1977 Southern Baptist Convention 
(SBC) in Kansas City, the committee also 
heard reports from the SBC Home and 
Foreign Mission Boards, representatives 
of state conventions and others on sug
gested MSC implementation. 

The committee will collate the 
voluminous information and make 

. specific recommendations to the SBC 
Executive Committee Sept. 19-21 in 
Nashville. , By October, committee 
members said, data will be available on 
the process a person must follow in 
signing up for a one or two0year term of . 
service in cooperation with the Home or 
Foreign Mission Board, state conven
tions or associations. 

President Jimmy Carter, whose pastor, 
Charles Trentham of First Church, 
Washington, attended the meeting, sent 
a telegram to the committee expressing 
thank? "for the responsiveness with 
which you are working out the means 
for doubling our mission_ personnel in 
the next five years. May I encourage you 
to allow no complexity or problem to 
slow down the process of so challenging 
our people." 

Concept for MSC grew out of a 
recommendation Carter, an active 
Southern Baptist layman, made via 
videotape to the 1977 SBC annual 
meeting. 

The MSC definition agreed on by the 
committee, made up of a wide range of 
Southern Baptist leadership, says: 

"The Mission Service Corps is a plan 
for enlisting and utilizing Southern Bap
tists to give full time for a period of one 
or two years in mission work under the 
direction of the Southern Baptist 
Foreign Mission Board, Home Mission 
Board, state mission board or associa
tion. These persons · may support 
themselves financially or their support 
may come from gifts by individuals, 
groups of individuals, churches, groups 
of churches or others. This support 
should be designated other than the 
Cooperative Program, the Lottie Moon, 
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Annie Armstrong or state mission offer
ings. The personnel and projects shall 
be subject to the approval of the mission 
·agencies involved." · 

The committee asked MSC c<'.l'mmittee 
chairman W. Ches Smith, a pastor from 
Tifton, Ga., and also Executive Commit
tee chairman, to appoint the steering 
committee in coo.peration mission 
board leaders. 

Committee members and guests in
vited .to give input urged that the MSC 
concept be implemented so that it will 
enhance the SBC's ongoing mission 
work and not run counter to it. 

"This may be the most stimulating, 
challenging, radical thing Southern Bap
tists have ever done, and I'm for it," one 
pastor declared, "but we shouldnft get 
intoxicated on one thing if it doesn't un
dergird the Cooperative Program and 
the whole •missions enterprise." 

He and others emphasized that the 
program offer an "opportunity for 
sacrificial service," that it be "exciting 
and person-centered" and that it be 
used "as a God-given instrument to 
think through strategy and style, not just • 
to put more people in the same pot but 
to find new ways to use them." 

Remember· BMT------
Bold Mission Thrust, to be launched Oct. 2 in all churches, already has 
found _its place within the mission efforts of Southern Baptists _in the 
United States. During the past year of awareness and program testing, 
key cities have been named, counties without a strong witness have 
beeri identified, and needs have been pinpointed for special efforts in 
evangelizing and congregationalizing. · 

Balt imore, a pilot project in BMT, has been 
named as one of the 20 key cities for specia l, 
concentrated efforts. The association has 
made BMT the core of its program, seeking as 
Bapt ists to capture the new spirit that is 
rebuilding ,Baltimore. Here Lee Street Baptist 
Church ho lds its Sunday evening worship ser
vices on Federa l Hill overlooking downtown 
and the rebuilt inner harbor, · 
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Which B.oute Should 
Your 

Retirement Take? 

Three months will pass quickly! 
That's why I thought I'd better 

talk to ybu seriously about this 
whole matter. 

On January 1, the new Southern 
Baptist Retirement Program 
begins officially, and old "Plan A" 
closes to new members. 

After that date, coverage for 
new participants automatically 
goes into the new plan. 

Now, how does this affect you? 
Maybe a lot. Maybe not at all. 

It all depends on what program 
you're in now. 

If you're active in Plan "AlO" or 
"All," having joined or transferred 
to Plan "A" since July 1, 1964, 
you must decide before January 1 
whether to stay put or enter 
the new program. 

Most members over age 36 will 
probably want to remain in their 
current plan. 

To help you decide, a 
Comparative Member Benefit 
Statement will be mailed in 
September. The statement will 
compare benefits under your 

.YOU HAVE 
THREE MONTHS 

TODECIDE! 

present participation with what 
you'11 get if you transfer to the 
new program. 

Study it closely! Then make 
your decision! 

Now, one more important 
Question: "Which Route Should 
Your Retirement Program Take?" 

Whether you stay in the old or 
transfer to the new program, let 
me urge you to make sure your 
church has you on ROUTE 10 in 
your retirement planning. 

YOUR~-- '.UO 11 _.DIRECT FAMILY 
ROUTE f!ECURITY 

·. j~· 

ROUTE 10 is a symbol designed 
to remind Southern Baptist 
churches to adopt a. percentage of 
total compensation for retirement 
planning. 

We recommend strongly that 
ea.ch church contribute a.t least 
10 per cent of total compensation 
into the retirement plan for 
every minister and employee. 
This is the minimum for building 
a. retirement program. Of course, 
your church can put up to 20 per 
cent under tax shelter provisions 
for you for an even more adequate 
retirement. 

The minimum 18 important 
whether you enter the new 
program or stay in the current 
plan. 

One major objective 18 for you 
to have the best retirement 
provision that can be designed. 

If you have any questions, 
please call the toll free WATS 
number 1-800-627-4767. The 
operator will gladly help you! 

Darold H. Morgan, President 

SERVING THOSE WHO,...SERVE THE £.iJRD 
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by A. Glenn Artt, pastorInternational Lesson Southside Church, Damascus 

Love in the midst of crises 

Luke 6:27-36 
Philemon 

. 
11 Are you guilty?" 

The company pres
ident _asked the 
clerk who had been 
found .embezzling 
funds. 

"Yes," he re
plied, realizing his 
admission could 
mean grave conse
quences. The very 
best he could hope Artt
for was to be fired, 
and the worst was ii · prison sentence. 
"Yes, I'm guilty. l've 1been ?teali.ng from 
you ' for years." 

The president then said, "I shall not 
press charges against you, but will keep 
you on in your present position. Can I 
trust you from now on?"· · ' 

The grateful employee with tears 
streaming down hiS'face said, "Sir, if you 
can forgive me after all that I have done, 
I promise you that there will never be 
reason for you to doubt the trust, you 
place in me!" 

Then the company's executive began 
to weep, saying, "You are the second 
man who has stood before this desk 
guilty of such charges. And you are the 
second to be pardoned. 

"I was the first. The mercy I show to 
you is the mercy I first received." 

Oh, how much love was shown 
through this time of crisis. Such a love is 
the only way for the Christian to res
pond to a world of hate. 

Love, a Christian's reaction ' ' ' ' 
(Luke 6:27-36) 

Last week, the study gave the princi
ples of true happiness in a Christian's 
life, and showed the fate of one who re
jects these principles. 

In this passag·e, Christ gives instruc
tions to the Christian responding to the 
adversity of the workLThe response of a 
child of God to h1s fellowman is the teal 
testimony of his life. 

Someone 'tias said that a Christian is 
known not so much by the way he acts, 
but by the way he reacts. "The lost man 
can have certain moral standards, con
tribute to charitable organizations (or 
the church) and even be a "good" 
church member. 
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But, when evH strikes or enemies start 
trouble, the true Christian should be 
obvious. He has the power of God 
within him to enable him to respond · 
with love. Too many times the Christian 
is not 'discernable from the lost man 
because he retaliates with evil. 

The Heavenly Father has shown his 
mercy and love for mankind by sending 
his Son to die for lost sinners. His reac

•tion to the sinful condition of man was 
his amazing grace. So, the Lord Jesus 
shows in the Sermon on the Plain, that 
God's response should be reflected in 
his children 's lives. 

The Christian should: (1) love his 
enemies with a sacrificial love; (2) do 
good to those who hate him; (3) invoke 
-blessings· on those who would curse 
him; (4) pray for those who abuse him; 
(5) let him who slaps one cheek, slap the 
other, too; (6) offer more than has been 
demanded of him; (7) give whatever he 
has to anyone who asks for it; - and (8) 
not ask for the return of anything taken 
away from him. These are the reacti.ons 
of a truly regenerated heart. 

The rule which should govern the 
Christian's life is found in the 31st verse 
and is often referred to as the Golden 
Rule. As he would have others to treat 
him, so must ·the Christian treat them. 

In Matthew 7:12, Jesus gives the ~ame 
rule, but follows it with the phrase, "For 
this is the law and the prophets." In 
other words, the teaching of the whole 
Old Testament is summarized in these 
words. 

The two great commandments are to 
love God and to love others. In loving 
others, one thus fulfills the golden rule. 

"Do' you think you deserve credit for 
merely loving those who love you? Even 
the godless do that!" Jesus infers here 
that the "children of the Highest" have 
heavenly, rewards in ·stdre when they 
have loved their enemies. Because of 
this type of love in their lives, these 
children will resemble their Father. 

After one has · come to Christ and 

The Oullines of lhe lnlernational Bible lesson lor 
Chrislian Teaching, Uniform Series, are copyrighled 
by lhe lnlernalional Council of Religious Education. 
Used by permission. 
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found his mercy, he will know the love 
of God. Can he dare to be unmerciful to 
another? 

What is the mercy of God? Mercy is 
similar to sympathy or compassion . It 
means to feel with, or to get below the 
person's skin and feel what the other 
feels. When the Christian can hurt 
where another hurts, he must minister 
to that need. 

Jesus came down from glory to 
become the Incarnate Man. He did get 
beneath the skin of man, and he did 
something about the sinful condition of 
man. 

Hebrews 4:15 says he was .touched 
with the feelings of man's infirmities. He 
knows and understands his hurt, sorrow, 
heartache and pain. This, then, is the 
mercy of God, feeling for man, and 
acting in behalf of man. The Christian is 
to be like God by showing mercy. 

Love, a Christian's reality 
(Philemon) 

Paul in writing to Philemon gives a 
wonderful example of love in the midst 
of crisis. 

Onesimus, Philemon's run-away 
slave, had been won to Christ by Paul. 
Onesimus is returning to his master, but 
as a different person. Now he is not only 
a servant but a brother in Christ to · 
Philemon. Paul commends Philemon's 
Christian love and encourages him to 
show mercy to Onesimus. 

But what <)bout the Roman law? What 
about the mo'ney that' was taken? How 
can Philemon forgive if there is no 
restitution? 

"I will repay," promises the ag.ed 
apostle. "Put that on my account." 

Once again the love of God is pic
tured so beautifully. Christ found the 
sinner as a run-away slave, a law
breaker, a rebel. And he forgave him. 

He went to the cross and put man's sin 
to his account. What wonderful mercy 
and love was displayed at Calvary! 

This motivation is the imperative of 
the Christian life. Acts of love and mercy 
are the supernatural issues of a heart fil
led by God's grace. 

In the crises of the modern world, a 
Christian who is filled with the mercy of 
God can only respond with love. 
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by Robert O. Pruett, minister of educationLila and Work Lesson Second Church, Hot Springs 

When is wanting wrQng·? 
Exodus 20:17 
Ephesians 5:3-5 
Luke 12:13-21 

The tenth and . treachery. 
last word of the De Surely this last word of the Decalogue 
calogue is in some must bring every soul . who honestly 
sense radically dif faces it into the place of conviction and 
ferent from those to a sense of utter helplessness. It may 
that have pre be that men have passed through the 
ceded it. It is the examination of all the foregoing Com
last requirement of mandments with some measure of self
the second · table, respect still left, with some con
and most distinctly sciousness that they have not greatly sin
refers primarily to ned. But who at the last can stand in the 
man's relation to light of this quick and powerful word,

Pruettman. All the form and claim to be guiltless? 
er .commandments have forbidden It is always a hard problem to deter
overt acts. To disobey any of these is mine how far we ought to accept 
sooner or later to be detected by one's ourselves and our limitations, and it is 
fellowman. This final word utters its never easy to discover when discontent 
solemn warning against sin in the inner is truly divine. It might be better to be , 
arid hidden life. This commandment spurred on by envy than to remain un
may be broken without the knowledge disturbed in self-complacency. Yet over 
of any human being. Sooner or later this and over again the man with one talent 
also will reveal itself in some overt act, hides his talent in a napkin because he is 
and therein lies at once the importance disheartene·d or discontended by com
of the commandment, and the conse parison with his better equipped 
quent solemn responsibility resting neighbor. He is not prepared to accept 
upon those who are thus finally warned himself as he is and make the most of 
of danger in its distant place. the gifts entrusted to him. More people 

The improper desire is the root of all than we often realize are unnerved and 
evil. It can seldom be reached by human reduced to ineffectiveness mainly from 
legislation. But it is open to the moral a feeling of jealousy or envy. They covet 
character of the act ... Covetousness their neighbor's gifts and neglect their 
here includes envy, malice, and every own. 
other selfish or unholy state of the feel

The covetous manings. Its prohibition involves the insis
In the New Testament (Eph. 5:3-5) wetent urging, not merely of dis

are warned that covetousness is a form·interestedness, but of all the forms of 
of idolatry. The basic form is selfseeking.unselfish benevolence. This Command
The covetous man sets up another obment is, therefore, virtually the law of, 
ject of worship besides God. The inlove. · 
satiable desire for things crowds out

Individuals, as well as nations, may God and many of the lasting joys and
violate this law. It is violated by the am values of life. In this sense, covetousness 
bition which looks wfth a restless and becomes the sin that breaks the First
hungry heart upon the fame and the Commandment. So Paul classes the 
power of a successful rival, and longs to covetous man with the fornicator, the 
secure his greatness for itself. It is unclean person, the idofater, and
violated by the discontent and envy with declares that he has no inheritance in
which we are apt to think of the pleasant the Kingdom of Christ and G,od. 
homes and the luxurious comfort of 
men who are wealthier than ourselves. The folly of covetousness 
It is violated by the desire to win from In Luke 12:13-21, the words of Jesus 
another man the love which is the pride himself bring out the importance of this 
and joy of his life ... It is violated by the Commandment. Jesus spoke in answer 
desire to put ourselves into the place of to a man who a~ked the Master to satisfy 
a fellow-servant who has an easier or his desire by compelling his brother to 
more remunerative position than divide the inheritance with him. "Take 
ourselves; if we yield to that desire, in
stead of crushing it, it will lead us _to 

This lesson treatment is baised on the Lile aind Work 
resort to mean and disgraceful methods Curriculum lor Southern Baipt!st Churches, copyright 
of destroying the confidence in him, to by The Sundaiy School Boaird of the Southern Baiptist 

Convention, All rights reserved. Used by permission.base insinuations, · to slander, and to 
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heed and keep yourselves from all 
covetousness, for a man's life consisteth 
not in the abundance of the things 
which he possesseth." This statement he 
enforced by the parable of the rich fool, 
who, notwithstanding all of his riches 
found no present rest, and yet with. 
keenness ~nd concentration attempted 
to feed his soul with "goods," imagining 
that the spirit-life could be satisfied with 
eating, drinking, and merriment. 

One's life is not made secure by 
thin'gs, but by triumph over things. This 
triumph comes from a joyous participa
tion in God's gift. 

For man to desire another man's pos
sessions and then go out and purchase 
similar objects is not always wrong. For 
man to desire another man's possessions · 
which he can in no way own is covet
ousness and can lead to stealing of the 
possessions. 

The study of the Ten Commandments 
ends with a Commandment that most all 
must admit to breaking. It may be possi
ble for me so to live as to escape the 
detection of their fellow-men, but when 
God speaks to them in the secret still 
ness of the inner chamber of their be
ing the arresting word, "Thou shall not 
covet;" and when Jesus adds to that his 
word of exposition, "Everyone that 
looketh .. . hath .. . already in his 
heart," they bow their heads in the dust 
and say "We also have sinned, and come 
short of the glory of God." Thus the 
Commandments bring men into the 
light of divine requirement, and draw 
from them the confession of guilt, and 
leave when waiting for the deliverer. 
The Commandments without the cross 
utter a sense of death. 
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Asmile or twoAttendance report 
Sep!. 11, 1977 

Sunday 
Church School 
Alpena, First 80 
Ash Flat, First 87 
Ba.tesville, First 264 
Berryville 

First 158 
freeman Heights 162 
Rock Springs 63 

Biscoe, First 82 
Booneville 

First 273 
Blue Mountain Mission 41 

South Side 101 
Bryant, First Southern 189 
Cabot 

First 490 
Mt.Carme l 328 

Caledonia 50 
Camden, Cull endale first 584 
Cash, First 112 
Conway 

Oak Bowery 104 
Pickles Gap 198 
Second 433 

Crossett, Mt. Olive ·314 
Danville, Firs! 205 
Des Arc, First 195 
El Ddrado, West Side 437 
Elkins, First 108 

· Ft.Smith 
First i360 .. 
Grand Avenue 1020 

Mission 12 
Haven Heights 216 
Trinity 131 , 

Fouke, First 99 
Gentry, First 155 
Gillham 79 
Grandview 74 
Green Forest, First 170 
GreenWood, First 358 
Hampton, First 179 
Hardy, First 121 

163. 

Hector, First 30 
Hope, First 346 

Harrison, Woodland Heights 

Hot Springs 
Harvey's Chapel 120 
Park Place 27-9 

Hughes, First 180 
Jacksonville, First 432 
Jonesboro 

Friendly Hope 147 
Nettleton 255 

t(ingston, First 59 
Lavaca, First 347 
Leslie, First 106 
Little Rock 

Cross Road 89 
Crystal Hill 167 
life line 505 
Twin lakes 10 

Magnolia, Central 626 
Melbourne, Belview 145 
Monticello, Second 302 
Mulberry, First 272 
Murfreesboro 

First 146 
Mt.Moriah 53 

North Little Rock 
levy 430 
Park Hill 946 

Paragould 
Calvary 280 
East Side 316 
First 485 

Paris, First 401 
Pine Bluff 

Centennial 147 
Central 141 
East Side 163 
First 680 
Watson Chapel 480 

Rogers · 
First 625 
Immanuel 507 

Rt:tssellville, first 578 
Sheridan, first 
Sherwood, first r I ' ' l . i;~ 
Springdale 

Caudle Avenue 150 
Elmdale 306 
first 1489 

Texarkana, Shiloh Memorial 166 
Van Buren, First 523 

Mission 27 
Vandervoort, first 85 
Wabash, Immanuel 54. 
West Helena, Second 197 
Woodson • 21 

Church Church A customer in a barber shop asked the The trouble with some people who 
Tr.lnlng addns. barber, "Why do you have magazines rise to the occasion is they don't know 

22 on the table here, with stories of horri when to sit down. 
112 ble murders, mysteries and ghosts?" The 

62 barber declared without a smile, "Well, 
56 , it makes the customer's hair stand on 
33 
43 end, and then it's easier to cut." 

'7 
78 • A golfer far off in the rough asked his 

115 
· caddy, "~ay, why do you keep looking at 

150 your watch?" The caddy replied, "It isn't 
153 

33 a watch; it's a compass." 
180 

64 

71 "Planning to 
9e 

153 reach people"
I 107 

50 "Jesus Is Lord" . 
48 Oan Dlpert deluxe

431 These two messages by John R. 
Bisagna are on one cassette tape. Eachmotorcoach tours 

17 tape sells for $3.50. Send your checkLittle Rock departures:
204 . 3 with order to: Abundant Life Tapes,Motorcoach-Cruiae, Oct. 4-18 - Depart 

Little Rock on chartered motorooach to93 3400 Ridgewood Drive, Edmond, 
Miami, · 8-day Caribbean Cruise on the Okla. 73034, We pay postage.

76 
55 MIS Boheme. Return to Little Rock on 
40 motorcoach. l:verything included except 
67 noon meal on r;nptorcoach. Entire package 
49 

182 10 only $895. Razorback/Cowboy charter Holy Land tour,
90 2 ')ct. 1 & 2. _ · _ 
52 cruise offeredGrand Ole Opry· / Smoky Mountains,
83 

6 'days, Oct. 7-11, $255.22 Dr. Earl Hughes will take a group 
100 Also wide variety of other motorcoach and leaving March 6 on his 12th tour of 

78 air tours Gleparting Dallas. Write or call for the Holy Lands. They wi_ll tour 4 
89 . .3 listings, or. see your local helpful • travel countries, Greece, Cyprus, Egypt,66 4 

104 4 agent. and Israel. They will fly by jet to 
In Little Rock it's Cyprus and board the cruise ship 11-88 

100 liri from which they will visit Athens, Peters Travel Service 
37 

136 Port Said, Cairo, Jerusalem, .2813 Kavanaugh 666-0242 
60 Gethsemane, Bethlehem and the.H11dqu1rt1rs for co11plltt travel advisory 

Jordan. Those who wish will be bap
tized in · the Jordan River where 

70 

155 
14 Jesus was baptized. Anyone inPEW CUSHIONS196 terested in going on the tour mayComfort and beauty. At prices your68 write for a FREE brochure to Dr. Earl87 Church can afford. 

133 Hughes, 1601 Louisiana, LittleFor free estimate contact 
Rock, Ark: 72206. Ministers are in47 FLOWERS CUSHION SERVICE 
vited to go as tour hosts.P.O. Box 587, Keene, Tex. 76059 

advertisement100 Phone: A-C 817 645-9203 

204 
182 r------~--~-----,

85 
96 11 1 .Faitltful Night Light' 1 
61 
67 I Sleep security. A gentle light at night I®
73 I with a sky blue Cross to guide_your I 
47 family out of bed. Comfort them 0 

192 I when they awake. Plugs into any _ ,,;;, I 
135 I wall outlet. Low wattage, long lasting. cy I 
107 U. S. quality made, safe, dependable. · 
118 I. ONLY $1.75 I54 

70 I MAIL THIS ORDER COUPON TODAY I 
65 FAITHJ;UL ENTERPRISES PO. BOX 5107 BEVERLY HILLS, CA 9020i .

114 I Please send _ Faithful Night Lights @$1. 75 each 
I 

67 I Name,__ ___________ ___ I 
179 

I Address,__ _ ________________ I
50 
26 

.JI...City , _________________________State, ____Zip, _ __ I 
130 

21 I Add 25C for Postage. Calif. Resident add 6% Sales Tax. · 
Wooster,First 119 84 
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Marian Grant: a Christian 
activist wh~ gets things done by Johanna Seltz 

RALEIGH, N.C. (BP) - Once at a 
women's forum, Marian Gibbs Grant in
troduced herself as "a woman who 
Worked at home . but not always as a 
housewife." 
· "Oh, no, you are a citizen activist," 

corrected Elizabeth Koontz. 
"I would rather be called a Christian 

activist, . but that was great," _Mrs. Grant 
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said with a chuckle as she told the story. 
A small, blonde, vivacious woman, 

she sat in her kitchen surrounded by 
newspaper clippings, pictures of her 
three daughters and bags of church bul
letins (she reads 700 to 800 a week to 
keep up with local church news). She 
sipped a cup of tea 'while she talked 
about her active life· which she proudly 
says she loves. 

Mrs. Grant comes from a family of ac
tivists. Her great-aunt, Granny Harris, 
lives alone on Footprint Island in 
Yankeetown, Fla., and .was the oldest 
WAC in the · service. She performed 
magic tricks for the troops. 

Her father, at 76, "plans like he's go
ing to live forever." About three years 
ago he bought a house with five chicken 
barns and proceeded to fill them with 
antique cars. For a while, he built pipe 
organs and gave them to churches, and 
about 10 years ago he invented a steam 
engine: 

Mrs. Grant.has been equally busy. She 
writes a weekly column · for the North 

· Carolina Southern Baptist newspaper, 
· Biblical Recorder, which her husband, J. 

Marse Grant, edits. She and he travel 
almost _every Sunday to churches 
around the state. Sometimes he'll speak 
at the church and sometimes she will. 

. In between writing, traveling and 
visiting with her family, Mrs '. Grant sits 
on several state advisory committees. 
A_nd she was just elected the first woman 
chairman of the Southern Bapti'st 
Convention's Committee on Order of 
Business, which plans and runs the 
programs for annual national conven-
tion meetings. · 

"I have never been tied to the 
house," she said . "I like being a 
homemaker, but I don't spend lots of 
time scrubbing the floor." · 

Born Oct, 10, 1921, in Comme'rce, Ga., 
the oldest of seven children, Mrs. Grant 
moved to Greensboro, N.C., when she 
was two years old. She started teaching 
Sun.day School at a Methodist church 
when she was a teenager. 

During the Depression her father had 
severe· ulcers, and the family doubted 
he would live . Since she wa.s the eldest 
child, Mrs. Grant knew she would have 
to go to work if her father died, so she 
took the business course at school, even 
though she wanted to go to college. Her 
father is still living, after much surgery 
through the years. After high school, 
Mrs . Grant went to work as a secretary 
to two lawyers and later as an ass_istant to 
the pastor in her Baptist church. 

She became a Baptist in Gastonia, 
after she and her husband worked a 
year in the Methodist church in youth 
programs they directed. The Grants are 
members at Crabtree Valley Baptist 
Church in Raleigh where she teaches 
the adult woman's class. 

"The strong barrier (to becoming a 
Baptist) was · baptism," she said. "I 
believe in it, but when I was 16 I had to 
be pulled unconscious from a swim
ming pool and I ,had a ·terrible fear of 
water. It was a good religious ex
perience but going under the water was 
hard. I'm glad we don't have to do it 

every year!" She has remained a faithful 
Baptist and volunteer church worker 
ever since. 

She began .denominariona_l wr.iting 
when her husband became editor of the 
Baptist Children's Homes · of North 
Carolina publication, Charity and 
Children. Her husband's work and 
home life, are s9 intertwined that it was 

. just natural that she beconie involved. ih 
writing and editing, she said. 

Mrs. Grant was plunged into taking 
over the ~ntire Charity and Children 
operation in 1955 wh~n Grant went to 
Europe for six weeks and · his replace
ment had to drop out. Grant gave her a 
crash course · in newspaper mar.iage
ment, wrote out seven. ste:ps for ~sing , 
the big Speedgraphic came~a and ! left. 

She carried the piece .0f paper: with 
the directions and the .lii~avy ca_rnera 
with her everywhere ~11d put the !i>i;!Per 
to press. Some of her pict1ures were; used 
in a book, Love in Action, on thEj! 
children's home written by .th~ :late 
superintendent, w. C Re(i!d _. : 

Mrs. Grant now writes ' a : .w(;!ekly 
column and has acquired , "quite a ·fol ~ 
lowing," she says, based on . cor
respondence she rece_ives. Her col';Jmn 

. often talks about the handicapped. Her 
daughter Carol, 24, was born with 
Thalidomide-like birth defects. Carol. is 
now a rehabilitation counselor for three 
counties. She and her mother and father 
have traveled widely speaking about the 
need for medical research on birth 
defects. 

"I'm writing a book about our ex
periences with Carol," Mrs. Grant said . 
"The title is 'Don't Cry for Carol'. We've 
always had the desire that people know 
that people like Carol are not to be 
pi!ied. People with bitter, twisted hearts 
<)re much. worse off than Carol, who has 
a visible handicap." 

The draft copy of the book was buried 
in rubble when the Grants' house 
burned ·two years ago. Mrs. Grant saved 
the charred pages, but has ·not worked 
on the book recently. But she will, she 
says. It's on her long list of things to do. 

"I hav.e a qoote 5cqts;h-taped to ,my 
typewriter that says, 'I wondered whr 
somebody didn't do something, then I 
realized I was somebody,'" she said. 

Johanna Seltz is staff writer for the 
Raleigh (N.C.) News and Observer. This 
article on Marian Grant was adapted 
from the · paper's "Tar Heel. of · the 
Week" section. 
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