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At a glance 

6 'I can't save now' 
In the last of a four·part series on ·money trouble, the importance 

of saving money is emphasized. Families need to save money for 
emergencies, major purchases, and long-term needs. Being able w save 
for these needs requires a Christian family to make a commitment. Con­
sistency is imperative. 

1. 0 PACT Church of the Year 
On June 5 at the annual PACT Breakfast , Jacksonville Second 

Church was recognized as the 1991 PACT Church of the Year, West. 
Pastor Ron Raines was presented with the plaque. This award is given 
each year to two churches in the Southern Baptist Conventio n that have 
successfully achieved goals set by the congregation during a PACT study 
consultation. 

11 Berryville cel'ebrates 100 
First Church, Berryville, celebrated its centennial June 16·30 . 

The celebration was designed nm only to assist the members in 
remembering the past , but also to challenge them as they moved into 
the ir second century of service. W.O. Taylor, w ho at 100 is the oldest 
minister in the Southern Baptist Conventio n , delivered the morning 
message. 

12 CP gifts plunge in June 
Cooperative Program unified gifts received by the Southern 

Baptist Convention Executive Committee for the month of june d ro pped 
mo re than 17 percent compared to the same month last year. 
Designated giflS fell 28.06 percent in comparison to this month last 
year. Adding both together, the shortfall compared to last year was 
23.08 percent. 

15 Baylor may house messengers 
If necessary, Baylor University w ill open a ll of its facilities to 

ho use messengers to the annual meeting of the Baptist Genera1• Conven· 
tion of Texas, scheduled Nov. 11· 12. Within a few ho urs of more than 
2,000 rooms being made available for reservations o n june 2C by Waco· 
area motels, all had been reserved. Most , but not all , the reservatio ns 
were made by conservatives. Baylor Is offe ring its facilittcs in an effort 
to deter a "conservative" ukcovcr. 
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Cover story 

'And on earth peace' 5 
August 4 marks the day of prayer for 
world peace. Biblically, peace is more 
than merely the absence of conflict. 
Biblical peace brings wholeness, both 
in relationship w God and to other 
human beings. On Aug. 4, pray for 
peace; pr:t)' for wholeness in one's 
relationship 10 the Prince of Peace and 
for the world. 
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'They that .mourn' tangible, nesh and bone that could be felt 
by others. 

However, the Bible tc:2Ches that many of 
the problems that confront us during our 
earthly existence will be eliminated after 
the resurrection. john, the beloved disci­
ple, said, "And God shall wipe all tears 
from the eyes; and there shall be no more 
death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither 
shall there be anymore pain: for the fonncr 
things are passed away" (Re. 21:4). 

]. EVERETT SNEED 

When death claims the life of a loved 
one, it often is followed by extreme grief. 
Some mistakenly feel that a Christian 
should not experience grief, but sorrow is 
a normal , natural response. 

PsycJtologists are in agreement that if we 
try to blot out an event from our minds, 
eventually we will pay a great psycho­
logical price. Hence, grief should be ex­
perienced according to the individual's 
personality. Since each individual is dif­
ferent , cmmional expression will vary 
greatly. 

Christ himself demonstrated the impo r­
tance of grieving. Early in his ministry, 
j esus said, "Blessed are they that mourn, 
for they shall be comforted " (Mt. · 5:4}. 
Christ apparently took mourning for 
granted. He saw it as something positive 
that would bring help to the lives of 
individuals. 

jesus was troubled and deeply moved 
when Lazarus died . He accepted, without 
comment , the apparent anger that came 
from Mary, Lazarus' sister, and he wept 
with the other mourners. jesus knew that 
Lazarus was about to be raised from the 
dead, but still as one who could totally em­
pathize, he was grieved. jesus also 
withdrew and grieved when he learned 
that john the Baptist had been executed. 

Grief may also go through various stages. 
First , there may be a pe riod of shock. This 
is a natural reaction when the loved one 
dies suddenly or unexpectedly. 

An individual may go through a period 
of numbness w hen he may not be able to 
cry o r to communicate clearly. This is a 
psychological defense to help from being 
overwhelmed by grief. 

EventuaHy, the experience of grief w ill 
come. The mourner may have a variety of 
emotions, including grief, anger, and guilt. 
But the worst possible disservice that a 
friend can render is to attempt to prevent 
such experiences. 

Finally, there must be a rime of 
rebuilding and developing a new life. But 
the most important question for those who 
are left behind is, " How do I satisfactorily 
cope with my loneliness and grief?'' 

Grief may be defined as something or so­
meone who has been lost and the In· 
dividual (griever) is faced with an almos t 
overwhelming and time consuming period 
of readjustment. While grief Is normal , 
there arc lnst2nces In which It Is lntcnsiOed 
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or prolonged and 
reaches levels which 
keeps an individual 
from actually coping 
with life. Grief will 
vary widely, depen­
ding on the person­
ality and background 
of a particular in­
dividual. Usually one 
can predict the inten­

sity of grief an individual will experience 
by their past behavior. 

As Christians we can take comfort from 
God's Word. The greatest declaration of the 
Christian's hope is the bodily resurrection 
of Christ. His body after death was real and 
his followers could feel him. But it was a 
new and remarkable " resurrection body " 
which would never die again. This is the 
kind of body which is in store for all true 
believers. 

Paul does not answer all the ques tions 
concerning the nature of the resurrect ion 
body. But he docs rest everything on the 
fact that Christ was resurrected and that we 
will have the same experience (I Co. 
15 ,19-21). 

It should be observed that the proofs of 
Christ 's resurrection arc numerous and ir­
refutable. A person can as easily prove the 
bodily resurrection o f jesus as he can that 
George Washington lived and died . 

We can learn much by studying the ap· 
pearances of Christ after his resurrection. 
jesus was the same person and could be 
recognized by hi s fo llowers unless he 
w ithheld hi s identity. Our lord also was 

The Bible teaches eternal life. This is not 
only quantity, but quality of life for the 
believer. A vivid i11ustratlon of con­
sciousness after death , as well as rewards 
and punishment is found in the parable of 
the Rich Man and Lazarus the beggar (Lk. 
16:19-21). While jesus was not attempting 
to portray every detail of future life, he 
d oes give ample evidence of con· 
sciousness, joy and punishment. In discuss­
ing the after life, jesus said , "I am come 
that he might have life, and that he might 
have it more abundantly" On. 10:10). 

Finally, a Christian honors his loved one 
by continuing his daily activities. Sorrow, 
within bounds, is normal , but God's grace 
should enable us to proceed· with the tasks 
of daily living. Paul admonishes, " ... that 
ye so rrow not even as others which have 
no hope·· (I Th. 4, 13). 

Each of us one day will rendezvous with 
death. Preparation involves providing for 
those we love both physically and spiritual· 
ly. Spiritual preparation means not only 
trust in Christ , but a way of life which 
leaves a rich heritage to those we love. 

Paul said, " I press toward the mark of 
the prize of the high calling of God in 
Christ jesus" (Ph. 3: 14). May each of us live 
today so that the victory for ourselves and 
o ur loved o nes is assured tomorrow. 
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...... 
DON MOORE 

You'll Be Glad 
To Know - ...-=--

1 think you will be 
glad to know that 
one more: church is 
taking seriously what 
the Bible teaches 
about meeting hu­
man needs, both 
physical and spirl· 
tual . Most individuals 
and most churches would like to do more 
to help the poor in their area. 

"Living Touch Ministry" is made possi­
ble by the members of Mt. Carmel Church 
at Cabot. Their love and concern for the 
needy has resulted in the donation of 
funds, food, services, and time. An elected 
committee and volunteer workers are en· 
trus ted with the responsibility of 
distributing these helps on a regular basis 
to those within and without the church. 

They have provided food, clothing, 
shelter, transportation, fuel , utilities, 
medication , and a variety of other things 
for the poor. Numerous people have receiv­
ed Christ and united with the church. In 
fact , some who have come into the church 
membership through the ministry arc now 
working as volunteers In the program. 

The church has developed operational 
guidelines; worker conduct guidelines; of· 
flee procedures for receiving the people, 
securing the information, conducting the 
interview; record keeping, and reports. In 
other words, their volunteers are equipped 
to do the task effectively. 

The pastor, Mitch T.lpson, calls this 
" mininry-bascd evangelism." He testifies 
that many of the people who en­
thusiastically work in this ministry are peo­
ple who have never felt comfor12ble in any 
other ministry in the church. 

Dennis Se2graves. a layman in the 
church, is so sold on this minjstry he is giv­
Ing every spare moment to develop a plan 
that can be Implemented throughout the 
state, that would enable many of our chut· 
ches to devc:lop such a ministry. Seagraves 
calls the state-wide mJnistry, "In His Steps." 

I believe there are scores of churches 
who could implement such ministries. 
These men could help you find a W2Y to 
do what you want to do- help the poor 
:lnd win the lost (see Pro. 2 1:13). 

Don Moore is executive director of the 
Ark.an.sas B2ptist State Conventio n. 
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.SPEAK UP 
Letters to the Editor 

Humanist protest 
At last there is the possibility of having 

American humanists declared the religious 
group they are. In George W. Cornell's 
report of Friday june 21 there is American 
humanists' executive director, Frederick 
Edwards' appeal for members of other 
churches to come in. 

Ages old arc humanists, denying Christ 
jesus in the theory of promoting educa­
tion. Only here in America has it lined up 
the federal and state governments to sup­
port them in their growth spread of 
doctrine. 

To have them declared a religion would, 
by their own promotion of "separation of 
church and state" through their legal arm, 
ACLU, put them out of being recipient of 
these funds. 

Appeal to our legislators, n;,tional , state 
and local can bring them into line with 
your thinking on these matters. Removing 
humanistS from their funds can be the 
route to budget deficits, to bringing 
America back to "In God We Trust" and 
right many wrongs in social life.-M. 
Aldridge Smith, Siloam Springs 

Worship services 
Our public worship services should be 

characterized by " rejoicing In the Lo rd." 
and "giving unto him the glory due his 
great name." In nearly all our Baptist wor­
ship services today, the purpose o r true 
worship Is defeated by customs that have 
sprung up, that "quench the spirit" of true 
worship. 

When a singer or musician performs, 

~~ Arkansas Baptist 
~Children's Homes and 

Family Ministries 

Position Available 

Cook/Housekeeper- Little Rock 
Emergency Receiving Home, 24 
hours per week, salary, lns•;rance, 
paid vacation. 

Call: Charlea Aynn, 
376-4791, Ext. 5119. 

there is hand-clapping and applause of the 
pctSon, and this is giving glory to men, not 
God. Hand-clapping and applause is pro­
per at the opera, civic center, or some other 
non-religious gathering, but not in a scr· 
vice designed to give glory to God and 
Christ. 

In Ecclesiastes we are to ld "there Is a 
time to every purpose on earth ," and there 
is a time to greet visitors to our church ser· 
vices. The time to do this is before and after 
the worship service, not In the middle of 
it. Yet in nearly all our Baptist worship ser· 
vices, the people arc urged to "turn, shake 
hands with each other, and greet our 
visitors." This is followed by a bedlam of 
noise and confusion, heard at the country 
fai r or a football game. 

These things, along with wisecracks, 
jokes, gags by staff members, or someone 
else, defeat the purpose or a worship ser­
vice, which is to help us realize the 
presence of God. 

" Be still and know that I am 
God," . . . "The Lord is in his holy temple, 
let all the earth keep silence before him." 
we are taught in Scripture. The admoni­
tions teach us that a worship service should 
be to " Praise God, from who all blessings 
now." God, we arc told in Scripture, '' is not 
the author of confusion , but or peace, as 
in all the churches." 

The wo rship service or the church is the 
most important event of the week, and 
should be inspiring and uplirting as we 
"adore the Lord o ur God." It will be so, 
if we eliminate distractions and make it a 
wo rship service instead of a Sunday mor­
ning variety show.-Waltcr Watts, Fort 
Smith 

16th Annual Tom Cox 
Bible Conference 

July 27- August 2 
Ridgeview Baptist Church 
1850 Huntsville Rd . 
Fayetteville, AR 7270 I 
501-442-9201 

Preaching, Special Music, Mission 
Emphasis & Palriolic Rally 
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DAY OF PRAYER FOR WORLD PEACE AUG . 4 

'And on earth peace' 
The world longed for it . The Savior's 

birth was the occasion for it. The angels 
were majestic messengers who proclaim­
ed it. 

"And on e:trth peace," the heavenly host 
said on the at first Christmas long ago (lu. 
H4). 

The message delivered then is as ap­
plicable today, even in August , as it was 
then. 

At the time of jesus' birth, war and strife 
h:ad wrJcked the known world for cen­
turies. The Promised Land had endured 
tremendous turmoil. Greeks, Romans, 
Egyptians and Babylonians all had fought 
for the land, mostly because it intersected 
the great trade routes linking the major 
regions of the known world. 

Roman soldiers fought wars as pawns for 
Roman leaders. In the New 1Cstamcnt era, 
Rome ruled the land of Israel. Israelites bit· 
t~rly ~scnt~d Roman occup:uion. Becaus~ 
or their dlsagrcemem about how 10 deal 
with th~ Romans, Israelites lived with 
hostility toward each other. 

Many voices promised peace. Israel long· 
ed for a future messianic age or peace and 
harmony. Mystery religions promised peace 
through union with pagan deities. Rome 
offered its citizens hope for peace through 
its Pax Romana (Roman Peace) achieved 
by the Caesar's legions. 

Into this anciem world longing for 
peace, the angels came to announce the 
birth of the Prince of Peace. All too often 
we confine this message to the Christmas 
season. We should pray for peace each day 
o f the )'Car. 

The angelic message brought mo re than 
anything for which humans could hope. 
Most of humanity, wanting to find the 
secret key, looked for peace in the future 
or in the hcreafler. 

8)' comrast, the good news o f jesus 

WHY PAY MORE 
FOR LIFE INSURANCE? 

VERY LOW NON·SMOKEA MONTHLY COST! 
Age ~ ~ 
30 8.30 14.30 
40 10.30 18.110 
50 14.30 24.30 
00 20.30 41 .10 
70 54.30 121.10 

PLEASE CAll ROY NAPIER, KNOXVILLE, TENN. 
TOLL. FREE 1-IOG-274-0771 • f.t Mon.-811. 

K1n1ucky Clnltll Ul1, ._.•lng11on, KY. Newh!l graded 
pr.mum 1!11 lnsura~ !orm 1'1e232. AboYI ptlmluml Ill 

11111 par only. PramlumaiiiCraiUI annually to age e.5 amt 
chin ramaln !Ivai. Famale r1111 lllutltttld lbovt. 
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mcam peace is possible now on the earth. 
Biblical peace brings wholeness. It is 

more than merely the absenc~ or connict. 
It means wholeness in relationship to God 
and to other human beings. 

The peace or God, a gifl from on high, 
differs from the peace of this world. Its 
great quality is "good will toward men." 
This peace. which only God gives, cannot 
be enjoyed privately. It is too bountiful to 
be restrained. It flows like a river and seeks 
other humans for whom God wants the 
absence or conflict and wholeness. 

The world wants peace. The angels have 
told us of the birth of the Prince of Peace. 
God offers peace. Let us pray fnr peace. 

And, having prayed for peace, let us live 
in peace. Let us work for peace. As we 
glorify God :10d act with good all toward 
other humans. he will teach us the mean­
ing of being peacemakers. 
(Produced by /be staffoftbe SBC Cbrlstlall 
Life Commission.) 

Williams Baptist College 
Williams Baptist College is now accepting 
applications ror the position of Instructor 
or Chemistry and Physical Science. Ap· 
plicants should submit a lener or applica­
tion, resume, and transcript (s) or academic 
rmJrd. RevieW of applications wiU btgin im· 
mediately and continue until the position is 
filled . Only commilled Christians n~ 

apply. •·1cultr St:1rch Commlll« 
Williams Baptist Colleat. 
P .0. Box 3663 
Walnut Rldae, AR 72476 

The Ark=sas Baptist's 

CHURCH SERVICES 
DIRECTORY 

Air Conditioning 
Grisham Air Conditioning 
505 Sixth Street 
Hot Springs, AR 7t913 
Dale Kemp, Owner; 501-623-1202 

Book Stores 
Baptist Book Store (SBC) 
9101 W. Markham 
Lillie Rock, AR 72205 
501-250-6009 

Cemeteries 
Roselawn Memorial Park 
2801 Asher Avenue, Little Rock 
Phone 501-663-0248 
Ark. Largesl Perpelual Care Fund 

Electrical Contractors 
Concord Electric Co. 
6114 Alma Highway 
Van Buren, AR 72956 
Hm: 501-474-9232; Off: 474-3792 

Flowers 
Frances Flower Shop 
1222 Wesl Capllol 
Little Rock, AR 72201 
501-372-2203 

Heating & Air Conditioning 
Cox Heating & Air Conditioning 
1612 Park Avenue 
Stuttgart, AR 72160 
673-2081 

Insurance 
Bob Stender - State Farm Ins. 
Aulo - Life - Home - Heallh - Boa! 
509 J.P. Wright Loop Rd., 
Jacksonville, AR 721JT6 
982-9456 or 835-8150 

Mailing and Addressing Eqpmt. 
Crockett Business Machines 
1900 West Third 
Little Rock, AR 72205 
501-372-7455 

Music & Sound 
American Audio, Inc. 
Ruston, La; 318-251-0290 
Speclallsls In Audio Systems 
and Acousllcs Appllcallons 

Sigler Music Co. 
Fort Smith, Ark.; 501-783-1131 
Springdale, Ark.; 501-751-5961 
Sound Equip. Sold & Installed Yamaha, 
Peavey, Baldwin & Roland 



'I can't save now!' 
by Mark Kelly 
COnarlbudna f.dhor, Arbns:u 8:ap1lt1 

Saving money. We all know we 
ought to be doing it. We all have our 
reasons why we can't. 

"I can't save any money now. I 'm 
just our of school and in my first job. 
I don' t make much money, and I want 
to have fun while I'm young. I'll have 
plenty of time to save money later.'· 

" We can't save any money now. It 
takes everything we make just to cover 
the house payments and take care of 
the kids. Maybe when they leave home 
we .can afford to put some money 
away.' ' 

" We can't save any money now. I 
had to take a loan last fall just to pay 
the kids' college tuition. I've got to usc 
every extra penny just to keep them in 
school.'' 

You think that when the children arc 
gone and you arc on your own again, 
you will finally be able to begin sav­
ing. By then, however, time will not 
be on your side. Retirement will loom 
before you, requiring enormous 
sacrifices to make up for your delay. 
And you will still have those debts left 
over from raising a family. 

Failing to save sets a family on a col­
lision course with disaster. Over­
whelmed with the challenge of just 
getting by, most people find it hard to 

contemplate the future. If you do swp 
to think about it, you may get depres­
sed . With the cost of living so high, 
how can you afford to save money and 
st ill pay all your bills? 

You can't! 
Many families must choose bet ween 

the present and the future, to some ex­
tent. Having the things you will need 
tomorrow-like a secure income in 
retirement- means sacrificing some of 
the things you want today. You enjoy 
your possessions, but are you willing 
to pay the price of being unprepared 
for tomorrow? 

This is a question of values and 
prJoritics, say flnanclal advisors. Docs 
your family think more of today's 
posS(:Ssions and pleasures than tom or-
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row's survival and security? Arc boats 
more important than your children's 
education? Arc new cars better than a 
house in your old age? Your priorities 
arc shown by how you spend your 
money. 

Saving money requires a family w 
talk about what matters most in life. 
What do you wish you could spend 
your money on? \Vhich of those things 
arc truly imporL1nt? Do you have the 
commitment and discipline to spend 
your money on tomorrow's important 
things if it means giving up today 's 
pleasures? 

A family 's " wish list" for spending 
money is its financial goals, says Betty 
jeanne Sundling of the Cooperative 
Extension Service. She notes that many 
families fail to make out their "wish 
lists" and discuss them. As a result , 
they have conflicting goals-or the 
sum of their individual goals exceeds 
the family's income. 

A family that can agree on its 
priorities and set appropriate goals will 
find it easier to reach those goals, 
Sundling points out. F:tmilies that fail 
to set savings goals will never reach 
them . If you want a home of your 
own, college for your children, and a 
secure retirement , it is up to you to set 
those goals and determine how you 
can achieve them . 

Why and how 
Families need to save money for 

three basic reasons, each requiring its 
own separate fund . 

Emergencies. Unexpected develop­
ments can create serious financial 
pressures. Perhaps the car needs :1 ma­
jor rcp:tir or the central air unit needs 
to be replaced . Perhaps the family's in­
come is disrupted by an illness or 
layoff. Many financial advisors say 
every family ought to have three to six 
months' income put away in case of 
emergency. The average American 
family has less than one month's in­
come in savings. 

MaJor purchases. Many American 
families usc credit to make major pur­
chases, such as a new car or furniture. 

The result is that they pay excessive 
finance charges and often wind up in 
money trouble. Putting money away 
for major purchases saves you more 
than finance charges. The interest your 
savings earns, if applied toward the 
purchase, reduces the amount of your 
own money used. 

Long-term needs. A whole genera­
tion of Americans arc suffering now 
because they depended on Social 
Security alone for retirement income. 
Do you know how much it will cost 
to provide you with adequate food , 
clothing, shelter, and medical care dur­
ing your retirement years? \Vhere will 
that money come from, if not from 
your own savings? 

Being able to save for these needs re­
quires a Christian family to make a 
commitment. Off the top of each 
paycheck, you must take t:are of your 
first prioriries: giving to your church 
and saving for the future. Even if you 
start out with only a small deposit, 
developing a savings habit will pay 
dividends in years to come. Consisten­
cy matters more than size. Most finan­
cial advisors suggest you include your 
savings deposit as a fixed expense in 
your budget and make it a part of your 
regular bill-paying routine. 

The message boils down to this: It 
is dangerous to live on 100 percent 
every paycheck. Decide now to t:ake 
church gifts and savings deposits off 
the top of each paycheck. Then usc 
the rest for living expenses. If you can­
not Jive on the remainder, that does 
not mean you should not save. Rather, 
it means you must scale back your 
lifestyle to fit your income or find 
ways to increase your income. Giving 
to God and planning for the future 
must not take a b;~ck scat to the needs 
of the moment. 

The most critical clement for each 
family is time. Determining how much 
you need to save is easy compared to 

making a commitment and sticking to 
it. Your future security, however, large­
ly depends on the plans and com­
mitments you make today. 

Resources for basic money manage­
ment arc available free of charge from 
the Cooperative Extension Service, 
listed In the blue governmental pages 
of your local telephone directory. 
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CROCKETT BUSINESS MACHINES, INC. 

~~ 
--liJ~--

LIST OF OWE CHIP CUSTOMERS 

ffidenAicalel !! 
MAILING AND SHIPPING SYSTEMS&. SOlUTIONS. 

• Dlr.et lmpr.Ukln Pttnlar 

Ready to meet 
your church 

business 
machine needsl 

• Postage Meters 
• Mailing Machines 
• Folding Machines 
• M.alllng Scales 
• Labeling & Addressing 

Machines 

Crockett Business Machines, Inc. 
1900 West 3td., Lilli• Rock. AR 72205 e 501-372-7455 

We Fit Your Needs To The Letter 

ALBERT GEORGE MFG. CO. 
72 1 Poplar St .. North Little Rock, Ark. 

Phone 501·375·2921 

Custom Manufacturers of 
• Pew Cushions 
• Kneeler Cushions 
• Upholstered Seats and Backs 
• Pulpit Chair Cushions 
• Draperies • Fabrics 
• Pulpil Furnilure • Pews 
• Stoeples 
• Bapllstries 

For Prices And Information. Wrile: 
P.O. Box 5700, NLR, AR 721 19 

ee,f\d. over Backwarda ro Pleaee )b 

,.. Crockett "' 
Business Machines 

• Postage Meters 
• Mailing Machines 

• Folding Machines 
• Mailing Scales · 
• Labeling & 

Addressing 
Machines 

FLEET PRICES! 

-Churches can now buy at Fleet Prices 
on cars, trucks & vans through our 
commercial accounts department! 

Call Collect 1 ·QNG 
Bill Massey L.: 

501-982-5848 11!!!".!11~ 
AI ROASEEXlT lliiiiiil~ 

JACKSOtiVILLE, AR 



LOCAL & STATE 

Arkansas All Over 

People _ 

Gary Kirkendoll has resigned as pastor 
of Pleasant Valley Church , Shirley. 

Bill Ellis is serving as interim pastor o f 
First Church of Prescot t. 

Dec Birdwell is serving as interim pastor 
o f Mount Bethel Church in Arkadelphia. 

Russell Shuffield is serving as interim 
pastor of First Southern Chapel, Bismarck. 

Van Barrett is serving as imcrim pastor of 
Rich~oods Church, Arkadelphia. 

Chris Hicks has resigned ~s pastor of First 
Church , Beirne. 

Leo Fryar has resigned as pastor of Mount 
Bethel Church , Arkadelphia. 

Kelly Hinkson has resigned as youth 
directo r at Park Hill Church in Arkadelphia. 

Drew Smith has joined the staff of 
Richwoods Church in Arkadelphia as youth 
director. 

Cody Rogers has resigned as pastor o f 
Mount Zion Church, Arkadelphia. 

Shelby Cowling began serving July 7 as 
pastor of Second Church in Arkadelphia, 
coming there from First Church in Big San· 
d y, Texas. 

Bob Meredltb has resigned as paswr of 
Marlbrook Church in Blevins, effective 
Sept. 30. 

Aaron Wiebel has resigned as pastor of 
New Hope Church at Greenwood to move 
to Seneca, Mo. 

Neat Helmbucker has jo ined the staff of 
Grand Avenue Church in Fort Smith as 
associate pastor, coming there from First 
Church in Elk City, Okla. 

Charles Hargett has resigned as pastor of 
South Fork Church in Gurdon , fo llowing 
si.x yean o f service to return lO full-time 
evangelism and Bib1e teaching. He and his 
wife, janice, reside in Arkadelphia. 

BUJ]oocs, pastor of Monroe Church, w.as 
o rdained to the gospel ministry j une 16 by 
First Church of Helena. 

Nick Farley, pastor of Hebron Church in 
Little Rock, recently returned from a mls· 
slon Lrlp to Aklan and Sasogan in the 
Philippines that resulted In 100 professions 
of fal!h. 
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MILliE GILl. 

Paul D. McDaniel has resigned :as pastor tie, Wash., where he w ill serve as pastor of 
of Bates Church , Waldron. Boulevard Park Church. 

joe Davis is serving as pastOr of First 
Church in Humington. 

Clnrles VanPelt is scn•ing ~pastor of Ab· 
bott Church , Mansfield , coming there from 
Crestview Mission , New Blaine. 

Charles Paul Scantling has resigned as 
paswr of Pine Log Church in Booneville to 
serve as pasto r of Calva ry Church , 
Booneville. 

·Bruce Cardin is serving as p:astor of First 
Church injunction Cit)', coming there from 
Louisiana. 

David Preston has joined the staff o f 
Maple Avenue Church in Smackover as 
minister of music and youth . 

Claude Gibbs has accepted the call tO 
serve as pasto r of Central Church , Bald 
Knob, and w ill move there from Wilmot 
Church . 

William Gullick resigned as pastor of Fi~t 
Church in Corning j ul)• 7 to move tO Scat· 

Curtis B. Smith Sr. resigned as pastor of 
First Church in Marmaduke j une 30, 
fo llowing more than seven years of service. 
The church honored him and his wife, 
jean, w ith a banquet at which they were 
presented a wall clock and mo netary gift. 
The Smith's w ill reside in jonesboro and 
may be contacted through Central Church , 
jo nesboro. 

john Dresbach will jo in the staff of Ccn· 
tral Church in jonesboro Aug. I as associate 
minister of musiduniversity and singles. 
Dresbach will move there from Osceola 
First Church w here he has served as 
ministe r of music and youth for approx· 
imatcly 15 years. 

Robert W. McDaniel resigned as p2Stor 
of Highland Heights Church in Benton Ju· 
ly 15 to serve as pasto r o f First Church in 
England . 

Scott Miller began serving j une 16 as 
pastor of Plainview Church . He is a 

First Church, Atkins, dedicated a 7, 160 squaref oot facllltyjtme 30, erected at a cost 
of 1165,000 with an estimated replacement value of 1265,000. Pastor Bob Richard· 
so11 reported tbat bulldlug costs were kept at a ml11lnmm because several volunteer 
groups assisted wllb construction. Tbe new 250-seal nru/1/orlum can be arranged to 
seal 300. II contains seven classrooms, tbree offices, cbolr room, f ive bathrooms, 
nursery, toddlers' room, ami p rayer room. II has central beat ami air and a sound 
system equipped wllb remote controls for /be bearing Impaired. Tbe oltl f acility will 
be razed as repair cost Is problb fllve. The dediclltory speaker was)eff Cbeatbam, dlrec· 
tor of missions for Arkansas River Valley Association. Mom lng speaker was Editor 
}. Everett Sneed. 
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g raduate of Sout hwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary. 

Charles Ballentine is serv ing as pastor of 
Community Bible Church in Glenwood. 

Ralph Baker will begin serving Aug. 4 as 
minister of music and youth at Northvale 
Church in Harrison. 

Coy Sample has resigned as pastor of First 
Church in Paragould, effective july 21. 
Sample and his wife, Vivian, w ill retu rn to 
the foreign mission field of Nigeria in 
September. They will reside at 805 San 
Mateo in Hot Springs before leaving and 
may be contac ted by telephoning 
501-525-8576. 

Briefly 

Eas tside Church in DeWiu hosted a 
reception june 23 for Centennia l Associa­
tion's new part -t ime director of missions , 
Harrison johns, and his wife, Barbara. Eight 

of the association's 13 churches were 
represented. Carter Thcker represented the 
ABSC Missions Department. 

Ebenezer Church o f El Dorado has 
entered an improvement program that in­
cludes an extension of the pulpit area, 
repositioning the sound system; painting 
of the audito rium; installation of wall to 
wall ca rpeting; and pavement of the park­
ing lot. 

Dermott Church Brotherhood recently 
assisted Gaines Church near Wilmot with 
repairs caused by flooding. 

Manila First Church recently o rdained 
Tommy Towles and Allen Donner to the 
deacon ministry. The church's youth 
department will conduct a summer tour 
performing the musical "Awesome God.' ' 
Debbie Costner is youth director and john 
Piercey is musical directOr. Williams 
Piercey is pastor. 

Fayetteville First Church honored 
Homer and Kathleen Albright june 30 in 
recognition of his retirement as pastor of 
Sierra Estates Chapel. 

Ridgeview Church in Fayetteville observ­
ed homecoming june 22-23 with former 

ABN phol:o I J. Everen Soeed 

Dove Circle Church dedicated a 4,000 squnrefootfacllftyjune 23, erected at a cost 
of I 130,000 as a result of volumeer labor. 77Jefully-carpeted audftorlum, highlighted 
by a baptistry stained glass window, will seat nearly 200. The building houses two 
baptismal dressing rooms, pastor's study, library, and f ellowship hall; all of which 
are used fdr classrooms. It bas a nursery, restrooms, central beat and air, and a 
covered drfue. Building indebtedness of S85,000 includes construction costs, church 
ft~rnlture and fellowsblp ball fumisbfngs. II grand piano was given to the church by 
Mr. mul Mrs. Roy Lawson, tbe stepfatber and m otber of Pastor Bill Melton. The 
dedicatory message was delivered by Pastor Melton . Specitll guest Anita Bryant 
presented f11spiratfonal music. 
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pastors and staff members as speakers. A 
notebumlng service celebrating payment of 
the church's indd cdncss and the ordina­
tion of Darrin Garton to the gospel 
ministry were speCial weekend emphases. 

Huntsville First Church observed Pastor 
Appreciation Day june 23 by presenting 
Pastor Leslie Elam with love gifts and with 
a food pounding. 

Reyno First Church observed homecom­
ingjune 23 with aU-day activities. Program 
personnel included Former Pastor Charles 
Colbert , the children's choir directed by 
Mary Lamb, Darrel Hovis, Gladys Reynolds, 
Roger Hovis, and Howard and Sherry 
Huddle. 

Judsonia First Church observed its 119th 
anniversary june 23 with a service that 
featured former pastor Bill Burnett as 
speaker. · 

Searcy Second Church officially chang­
ed its name to Calvary Church with a july 
14 dedication service. 

Ola First Church five member Acteens 
mission team will be in Houston, Texas, ju­
ly 21·28 to work at the inner city mission 
centers directed by Home Missionary 
Mildred McWhorter. Charlotte Magee is A£. 
teens director. 

Mount Olive Church in Crossett will 
observe its 85th anniversary Aug. 18 from 
10:30 a.m. to 2:30p.m . A£tivities w i11 in· 
elude inspirational messages, music, 
fellowship, and a meal. 

Paragould Immanuel Church was in a 
revival june 16-19 that resulted in 28 pro­
fessions of faith . William Blackburn of Fort 
Smith was ev<~.ngeli st. Dan Minton is pastor. 

Little Rock Immanuel Church construe· 
tion miss ion team has returned from 
Alborn, Minn ., where they wac assisted by 
a team from Hot Springs Village in pour­
ing the concrete foundation and slab for 
the new Swan lake Road Chapel. 

Russellvllle First Church recently 
dedicated debt free a two story education 
building . The bui lding ho uses 21 
class rooms, a kitchen, and a dining room 
with a seating capacity of 600. john 
Wright, interim pastor of Second Church 
in Hot Springs, and jimmie Sheffield, ABSC 
associate execmive director, were spea.kers. 
Stephen Davis is pastor. 

Waldron First Church was in a revival 
june 30-July 3 led by Evangelist Willlam 
Blackburn of Fort Smith and Music Direc­
tor john Lincks of Thlsa , Okla. Pastor 
Nelson Wilhelm reported 53 professions of 
faith , 26 baptisms, two additions by letter, 
and 35 rededications. 
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LOCAL & STATE 

PACT Church of the Year 
On Wednesday, june 5, at the annual 

PACT (P roject : Assistance for Churches in 
Transition al Communities) Breakfas t , 
Home Mission Board President larry Lewis 
presented a plaque to Ron Raines, pastor 
of j ac ksonville Second Church , recogniz­
ing the church as the 1991 PACT Church 
of the Year, West. The breakfast , held at 
Hyan Regency Hotel in Atlanta a~ part of 
convent ion-rel ated activities, was spon­
sored by the HMB Metropolitan Mission 
Depart ment . 

Each year this award is given to two 
churches in the Southern Baptist Conven­
tion which have successfully achieved 
goals set by the congregation during a PACT 
SIUdy cons uh~uion . 

In 1987, Second Church parti cpatcd in 
a PACT Blitz (several churches do PACT 
s{multancously) sponsored by the North 
Pulaski Assocation. Don Hammer was the 
PACT consu ltant. 

The church elected a Committee on the 
Future to resea rch and study populatio n 
demographics, a church histo ry, records, 
and church and community surveys in 
preparatio n for scuing long-range goa ls. 
The main goal set was to have a tithe of 
jacksonvilk (3,000) enro lled in Sunda)' 
School by the year 2000. 

Pastor Raines cred its the success of 
reach ing church growth goals to the work 
and leadership of the Committee on the 
Future. 

Acco rding to Dale Sykes, ministe r of 
education , goals have fallen into severa l 
areas. Goals have been achieved to add 
staff, increase in stewardship, have more in ­
volvement in minist ry, build facilities, and 
have educat ional orglnization. 

Minister of Education Dale Sykes sum­
marizes their involvmcnt in the PACf Blitz 
by say ing " It has helped us s treamline our 
efforts, focus ou r vis ion and plan fo r the 
future. It has helped us do God's work in 
a more organized way, and the rcsuhs of 
the effor t arc now being seen in a dramati c 
way." 

Buses! Venal People Movers! 
New and Used-Champion 

Call American TransCoach today 
1-817-458-4844 
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(Left to rfgbt) State PACT Coordinator Tommy Goode, church members Dale Dobbs, 
Gary Catlett, Bob Sberman, a Nd Pastor Ron Raines. 

Bi!Polar 
Seminar 

CREATIVE 
CHRISTIAN 

LIVING 

Purpose: To help you discover your strengths and to learn how 
to utilize them in relating more effectively to others . 

When: September 26-27, 199 1 

Where: Baptist Build ing, Litt le Rock 

Cost: $55.00 for Seminar plus travel, lodging and meals. 
(Cost of seminar includes computerized analysis of 
your strengths, a seminar notebook, and other 
related materials.) 

Leader: Jimmie Sheffield , Associate Executive Director, 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention and Certified 
Professional and Bi / Polar Program Leader. 

For Information: Call Jimmie Sheffi eld 's Office, 376-479 1, (5103) 

Registration Due: August 12 
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Classifieds ~ -

Berryville celebrates 100 
Available-Hospitalization plan pays out­
patient and prescription-benefits. Coverage 
is available for most pr!Hll<isting condhlons. 
Coverage also available for Medicare sup­
plement insurance. Phone Mr. Stewart at 
501-664-0511 between 9:00a.m. and 3:00 
p.m.-Reserve National Insurance Company 
(closed Wednesdays). ''"' 

by J . Everett Sneed 
Edllor, Arbns.u:B;~~pllsl 

First Church , Berryv ill e, cclcbr.ued its 
ccnrennb.ljunc 16-30. The celebr.u ion was 
designed not only to assist the members in 
remembering the past , but aJso to challenge 
them as they moved into their second cen­
tury of se rvice. 

On Sunday, june 16, the church held an 
old fashioned day. Those in attendance 
dressed as individuals did 100 years ago. 
The speaker for the morning serv ice was 
Rich Kincl , who served as pastor o f the 
church from 1980-87. Kind is now pastor 
at Central Church, Magno li a. 

Sunday, June 23, a unique celebration 
wok place with former pas1or W.O. Thylor, 
who is currently cclebrJting his IOOth year, 
se rving as the morning speaker. Taylor 's 
message based on Psalms 114 and 122 com­
pared a model church and a model home. 
He emphasized that both the church and 
the home bring new infants into the world. 
Doth know joy, happiness , and sorrow. 
Dmh the church and the home should be 
friendly places where strangers arc 
welcome. Thy lor said, "A church that loses 
o ut on reaching people is on its way to the 
cemetery." 

A number of special guests were present 
for the June 23 occas ion . Former pastors 
present included A. Eamon Webb, J .B. 
Measel, and Billy Ray Usery. A letter of 
greetings was read from Gray Evans, who 
had intended to be present for the celebra­
tion, but was prohibited because of illness. 
Former music directors p resent included 
Rex Rains and interim music director Bill 
Darton. Gree tings from the Ark:ms:1s Bap­
tist State Convention we re brought by 
Edito r J. Everett Sneed. 

The morning servi ce was concluded by 
the unveiling of a cen tennial wa ll hanging, 
depicting the centennial theme: "The lord 
Ou r Shepherd." The waUhanging, design­
ed by Dale and Sue Miers, \Vas created from 
meaningful pieces of cloth contributed by 
the church membership. 

The fina l Sunday of the celcbr:uion was 
held June 30 wi th ABSC Executive Direc· 
tor Don Moore providing a challenge to the 
church as it launched into its second cen­
tury. At the conclusion o f the morning ser­
vice, a time capsu le containing centennial 
memorabilia was buried, to be opened in 
50 years. 

The church was founded under the 
leadership of Church Planter Isaac Standlee 
and Pastor James N. Edmondson. The 
church , then known as Dcrryvl llc O:tptist 
Church , had nine charter members. 

The small congregation met In the 
Presbyterian church building until its own 
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ABN pboCo I J. E.,.l'lllt Sneed 

Raymond Edwards and W.O. Tay lor 

building was completed in 1894 . Due to 
rhe damage caused by a cyclo ne, the first 
building was razed and a new one was 
erected in 1923 . 

The second building, also, came into 
disrepair and a new one was built in 1943. 
w hich rcm:~ins as the present auditorium. 

The membership cominucd to grow, 
resulting in the addi tions of education 

For Sale-Model 716 Leslie Speaker for 
Hamond Organ. $1,600 or best offer. Falr­
lield Bay United Methodist Church, P.O. 
Drawer 1399, Fairfield Bay, AR 72088. 
501-884-3373. 7n8 

Cl...nl«i ed• mutt be IUbmltt.d In wrttlng to the AIIH of. 
nc:. no .... thlon 10 d.y~~ prfor to the d-. of pWIIcdon 
6nlrecl. A c:heek or money ordef" fro the proper MIOI.Ift1 , 
ftgurecll't to c:entt per wonl , mutt be lnc:ludecl . Mvttlple ln­
Mrtlon• of tiM! aame ld mutt be ph1 for lro lldY8nee. The 
ABHrnerwstherighttoNtedWftld~of~ 
~ metttr. Cl...nted «t• will be lnMrt«i on • .-ee­
rnlltlble b .. l,. No endorwment by tiM! ABH·I• lmp(led. 

Interested in a 
Ministry of Love? 

Arkansas Baptist Ho me is looking 
for dedicated Christian singles (with 
no children) or couples (with two or 
less children) to live and work w ith 

children in a home·like setting. 
Salary, fringe benefits, and training 
are provided . Call or write Royce 
Aston, P.O. Box 180, Monticello, AR 
71655; phone 501-367-5358. 

facilities to the cast and west of the main ~============~ 
building. A renovation of the aud itorium r 
expanded the seating capacity, :ts well as Travel Free to Hawaii, England, Hoiyland, Europe, 
beautifying the sanctuary. Russia, China, Scandinavia, South Pacific, Aus!Talia, 

A revival in 1923 brought 62 new addi · Atrica,SouthAmerica,Carlbbean and eammoneytoo! 
tions to the chu rch . There have been many We teach you how. Free. EnjoyyourowngroupiTavel 
dedicated Christ ian teachers, lay leaders, business for liS low as S250deposil. CaD 214-4224839 
pastors , and sG~ff members, who have ~~;,d~~~~.o~ ~~~~~~Group, P.O. BoJC 

ass isted the church in its growth. '=============~ Pastor Raymond Edwards feels that the r 
church has a great potential for growth . For $25 see the Great Panlon Play & 
Current\ )', the congregation is aver-Jging ap· stay at Keller's Country Dorm Resort 
proxim:ucly 175 in Sunday School. The lorGROUPSol12·160, In Eureka Springs, Ark. 
church has set .a goal of averaging 200 by Air~nditioned lodging, swimming. 
the close of 199 1. $9 tickets, cheeseburger cookout, dessert 

Pastor Edwards observed that although and breakfast. All Included! 

he only had been pastor of the congrcga· r==~~Ciali~SO~I·
2

~53-84~~~B~t~oda;yl~~=l tion fo r o ne and a halfyt.-ars, the area is not 
new to him since he grew up in Alpena. He I!Ji ~ a 
said , "Many people feel that no one cares ua lity 
for them . It is my prayer that as our con· ~ ~ Vl\n Sales 
grcg:ttion cnt<;rs the second century o f Used 12 and 15 passenger vans, special prices 
ministry, that people in our area will know to churches. 501·2684490, 1500 E. Race, 
that God cares for them and sec th:u the Searcy n143. larry Carson 
~;;1~~~~~p of First Chu rch, Berryville. '------;.... ______ _. 
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CP gifts 
plunge in June 

NASHVILLE (BP}-Coopcr.uive Program 
unified gifts rtccivcd by the Southern Bap­
tist Convention Executive Committee for 
the month o f june dropped more than 17 
percent compared to the same month last 
year. 

The June gifts were 17.42 pcrccm , or 
$2,094,134, under the comparable June 
figure for 1990, according to Harold C. 
Bcnnelt , Execut ive Commiuee presi ­
dent/treasurer. The 59.927.427 channeled 
through the SBC Cooperative Program in 
june 1991 dropped the year-to-date to~l to 
0 .59 percent below last year. 

The SBC fiscal year is from Oct. 1 
through Sept. 30. After nine momhs of the 
1990·91 fiscal year, Cooperative Program 
gifts were at 5105,642,489 compared to 
. S 106,264,906 for the nine month period 
in 1989-90. The required' basic budget 
monthly figure is 511,444,377 and for the 
nine months period, SI02,999,393. 

Coopcr.uive Program monthly figures 
for the year appear like a ro ller coaste r on 
a chart. just 13st mo nth the CP gifts were 
up more than six percent over a year ago 
and the total gifts for the fiscal year were 
nearly two percent above 1990 figures. 

Designated gifts also lagged behind a 
year ago for the month. At S9,829,844, the 
designated gifts fe ll 53,834 ,610 below last 
June or 28.06 percent . Adding both ~p and 
designated gifts, the shortfall for the month 
compared to last year was 23.08 percent. 

A Symbol 
To Depend On. 

Griffin Lcggcll 
Hdcy'&Roth 

~-·"' · 
Forest Hills 

Mcmo u ;tiParl.: 

Gri~~~:_~_:~~(.5.::..~~ills 
G t?OSS 

FUNI:I!AI. Hc~MI'. 

I'IOI'IITOilii'INillJN 
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Across the Country 

Mark Wingfield elected Western Recorder news director 
LOUISVILLE, Ky.-Southern Baptist journalist Mark Wingfield has been elected news 

director of the Western Recorder, newsjournal of the Kentucky Baptist Convention, ef. 
fective july 22. 

Wingfield , 29, is associate director of news and information at the Southern Baptist 
Ho me Mission Board in Atlanta. He has w ritten :md ediled sto ries about the denomina· 
tion's missions efforts in the United States for the Atlanta bureau of Baptist Press since 
1988. 

Previously, he was d irector of news and information fo r Southwestern Baptist 
Theo logical Seminary in Fort Worth , Texas. He is a· graduate of the Univcr.~ity of New 
Mexico. 

Bailey Smith accepts Florida church's call 
JACKSONVILLE, Fla.-Evangelist Bailey Smith has accepted the unanimo us call of 

North jacksonville {Fla.} Baptist Church. He will begin his new position July 21. 
Smith, 52, last hdd a pasto rate at First Southern Baptist Church in Del City, Okla. 

He resigned that position in 1985 to go into full-time evangelism. He was president of 
the Southern Baptist Convention from 1980 m 1982 . 

Smith has an agreement with the church to continue his Real Evangelism conference 
crusades on a limited basis. The church, located on 47 acres of land, has a new 
3,500-seat auditorium. Currently the church averages 1,300 people in Sunday School. 

Charles Sullivan accepts Indiana convention post 
INDIANAPOLIS-A fo rmer Southern Baptist Convention Executive Committee chair· 

man and Tennessee pastor, Charles Sullivan of Lenoir City, has accepted the unanimous 
call of the Indiana convention executive board as its executive director. 

Sullivan was elected by the Indiana board in an executive session following the 
unanimous recommendation of a search commiuce which had met fo r five months. 

The post was vacated by Mark Coppenger earlier this year when he accepted the posi­
tion of vice president for public relations for the Southern Baptist Convention. Sullivan, 
61, w ill assume the Indiana directorship in late August. 

Sullivan is a graduate of Southwest Baptist College in Bolivar, Mo., and Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in Fort Worth , Texas. 

T TRUTH in Concert . .,. OBU Praise Singers 

TRick Briscoe, guest speaker 
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LESSONS FOR LIVING 
Convention Uniform 

Ignoring distractions 
~y Lane H. Strother, First Church, 
Mountain Home 

Basic passage: Nehemiah 6:1-16 

Focal passage: Nehemiah 6:9,1S~16 

Central truth: Don't be distracted from 
accompli.shlng God's spcclflc purpose. 

Nehemiah was called to complete a 
task-rebuild the wall around jerusalem. 
There were other very Important things 
that needed to be done. The people need­
ed to have good relations whh thc:ir 
neighbors. The people Qccded a king. 
However, Nehemiah was not called to be 
the negotiator of peace, no r was he called 
to be the king. He was called to rebuild the 
wall. 

Nehemiah 6 begins with Sanballat, 
Tobiah, and Gesham trying to distract 
Nehemiah from his task. They wamed to 
have the "Ono Conference." However, 
Nehemiah realized that they actually in­
tended to harm him, so he sent his 
messenger to them, telling them that his 
task was to rebuild the wall . 

Not to be disco uraged, Sanballat, in his 
own handwriting, again corresponded 
with Nehemiah. This time Sanballat used 
a false rumor, or invented a rumor, in order 
to threaten Nehemiah. He told Nehemiah 
that word had come to him that Nehemiah 
planned to rebel and make himself king. 
Again, Nehemiah remained constant to 
God's calling. He was not distracted. He 
continued to work. 

To everyone's surprise, the wall was 
rebuilt in only 52 days. When their enemies 
heard o f it and the enemies near 10 them 
saw it , they marveled at w hat the people, 
w ith the help of God, had accomplished. 
" ... All the heathen that were about us saw 
these things, they were much cast down in 
their own eyes: for they perceived that this 
work was wrought o f our God" (Ne. 6: 16). 

Many times God 's people are distracted 
from their specific work and auempt to do 
o ther good things. Nehemi2h did not. 
Likewise, there arc times when God's peo­
ple arc distracted from their specific wo rk 
for God in order to squelch fa lse rumors. 
Nehemiah did not. 

The lesson that can be learned from 
Nehemiah 6 is God's people need to 
discover his specific purpose for their lives 
and concentnte on accomplishing that 
purpose. Don't let o the r good activities or 
evil activities distnct as you accomplish 
God's specific purpose ro r your life. 

Tlll•k-1nll8H1illlaxdoellw l•~erutloul llblc ~•-for 
Clu1•11M TciCklq. u.u- krk .. eo,,.,.lpc lll~etutloul Cou· 
'Uoftd""•loe.llwclllypc,..l.uloe. 
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Life and Work 

The wicked ways of ]ezebel 
by Jim Flles, Windsor Park Church, 
Fort Smlth 

Basic passage: 1 Kings 21:1-29 

Focal passage: 1 Klngs 21:8, H, 18 

Centr.ll truth: God calls hls servants to 
stand against wicked schemes in his 
work. 

In this lesson, we sec the reason jesus 
spoke about "that woman jezcbel" (Re. 
2:20). jesus instructed his people that they 
were not to tolerate her wicked ways in the 
church. The: nature of Jezc:bcl stUl controls 
many of God's people. We need to c:xa.mine 
how she worked to stir up wickedness. 

King Ahab, jezebel's husband, wanted 
the vineyard of Naboth which was next to 
the palace:. There was nothing evil in that 
desire, but God's law would not allow 
Naboth to sell the land (Nu . 36:7). When 
Ahab could not have what he wanted, he 
was " heavy and displeased" (v. 4). Many 
church members today behave similarly. It 
doesn't have to be an evil thing for them 
tO pout and cause trouble-it may be they 
just don't get their way. 

When jezebel heard this, she went into 
a -rage. She took the authority of Ahab in­
to her own hands. jezcbel wanted to con­
trol the situation by Intimidation. She us­
ed Ahab's name, seal, and people (v. 8) to 
get the vineyard. This is similar to the way 
many people usc God's name :md authority 
for their own benefit in our time. 

There also is a lesson in Naboth's reac­
tion to the invitation to the feast. He aiJow­
cd himsdf to be "set up" by the flattery of 
the people. Naboth fell into j ezebel's trap 
by his own pride.. They stoned him to death 
(v. 13). and Ahab got what he wanted. 

God called Elijah to stand before Ahab 
again (v. 18}. Elijah always was used by God 
to expose the sinister schemes of Ahab and 
jezebel. Today there arc many people who 
usc whatever me:ms arc necessary to get 
their own way to control the church. 
Those who are called by God are called to 
stand against the wiles of the devil and not 
to to lerate these jezcbels. 

Be careful, also, of the rc:action of peo­
ple when their schemes arc exposed. Ahab 
mourned because he was caught in his 
wickedness, but there: is no mention of any 
repentance. God is gracious even in Ahab's 
mourning, but the disastrous effects of his 
wickedness Is only delayed for awhile. Ge­
nuine repentance brings fo rth evidence of 
a change In one's ways. 

nbk-llllaxd 011 tlx Wc...t Wort! (lll'ri(W•• for$fttiM:n 
lapcllt Qll'l:k .. CO,yripl .. , ck ,...., Sdlool lo.IN ol tk 
to.dati'II .. U.~.Wripu~llwdlly~ 

The prayer of the king 
by Marek Gibson, First Church, 
jacksonvilk 

Basic passage: 1 Kings 8:6-11, 3S-36a, 
43, 59-61 

Focal passage: 1 Kings 8:3S-36a, 43, 
59-60 
Central truth: You can pray io public, 
too. 

In his public prayer dedicating the tem­
ple tO God, Solomon shows he is both a 
king and a priest of his people unto God. 
Similarly, Christ has made Christians bOth 
"kings and priests unto God" (Re. 1:6). 
Solomon's prayer contains five ingredients. 
By incorporating these five ingredients, 
you can lead in public prarers, too! 

Recognition-like Solomon, we need to 
recognize who God is. We should see that 
sin brings consequences and punishment. 
Confession brings forgiveness and mercy. 
God is the giver or all that is good. Public 
prayers should give ackn owledgement to 
these and other truths. We need an 
understanding o f God's Word, an insight 
into God's ways, and an awareness of God's 
presence. 

Confession-Solomon's public confes­
sion through pra}'er taught the lsnclites 
that he humbly accepted God's lordship 
over himself and the nation. We arc to 
recognize that we have sinned and confess 
our sins to God . Corporate sins o f a nation 
o r a church should be publicly confessed . 

Supplication-we arc: to tell our heavenly 
Father what we desire. While God already 
knows our needs and wants, we arc to 
bring our requests to him in prarcr. In iden­
tifying our needs publicly, we show we: 
believe that God is good. \t'e evidence: trust 
that God can and ,-..•ill pro"ide our needs. 

Intercession-interceding for o ne 
another is a privilege: and a responsibility. 
While the Apostle P:lul taught us to pray 
for those who a~ leaders and have authori· 
ty over us, Solomon demonstrates the con­
verse is true also. 

Adoration-the main reason for man's 
existence is to bring glory to God. We are 
to pi"J.ise God, acknowledging his greamess 
before other.;. Why build a temple: o r place 
o f worship if no worship is going to take 
place? A church should be more than just 
e2Ued a place of worship .. . it ought to be 
a place of worship. How much of our 
pnyers :tre actuall)r pr.a.isc direcu:d to God? 
We can pny, "F:uhc:r, we :tdore you. You 
alone: are worthy of our li''es." 

Tl&ltkteelol-ltllllllt'd•lllclak lootSnll6yJWto.ckl'll 
lapi!M dlardtn. C'OffrlP1 "' tk ,liMb, ~ ._. ol ck 
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Convention Uniform 

Traditions 
by Lane H. Strother, First Church, 
Mouotaln Home 

Basic passage: Nehemiah 8:1-17 

Focal passage: Nehemiah 8:3-6 

Central truth: Being attentive to God's 
Word Is more important than all the 
traditions. 

In the Bible, the book of Ezra is placed 
before the book of Nehemiah, However, 
Nehemiah began his ministry before Ezra. 
This Jesson concerns Ezra's reading God 's 
Word to God's people. 

What can be lea rned from Nehemiah 8? 
II is like a history lesson demonstrating 
some important traditions still practiced in 
churches today. For example, one finds: 

(A) When God's Word was read. the peo­
ple were au entivc. 

(B) Ezra read God's Word from a pulpit, 
which was elevated above the people so 
that all o f the people could see him. 

(C) When Ezra opened God's Word, all 
the people stood up. 

(D) After reading God's Wo rd , Ezra o f­
fered a pnyer of praise to God and all the 
people said, "Amen, Amen" (they t..-ven nis­
ed their hands!) . 

(E) Then they bowed their he;~ds and 
worshiped the Lord. 

(F) The people also were instructed to be 
quiet , for thi s was a Holy Day! 

Tnditions are very important in the 
world . Remember Fiddler on the Roof and 
how th;tt it was tndition th:u allowed the 
fiddler to maintai n his balance while play­
ing his fiddl e o n the rooftop? Traditions 
allow people to mai ntain their balance 
while living life on a roof top or on a high 
w ire, w here life is usually lived . To le:un 
th:n God is worshiped today in much the 
same way as he w;~s worshiped during 
Ezra's day is encouraging. Tnditions have 
been mainuined. The question is , "Arc 
these traditions being p;~sscd on to the 
children?'' 

More important th;~n whether one sunds 
o r s its during the reading of God's Word , 
or that one s;~ys "Amen, Amen" to show 
appreciation for what has been said or 
done, or that hands 2.re raised o r heads are 
bowed, is the need to be attentive to God's 
Word . The people o f Judah were attentive 
to God's Word. By being attentive they ac­
complished God 's purpose for them in 
their time! Arc we anentive to God's Word? 
Are we: accomplishing God's purpose for 
us in our time? 

1'11kk-~acll~tuc•OII ck a-rudoulllllolc.Lc:- for 
Orilt1M Tndl:l-c.ll.u- krln. ~ IMfrutkiP' Cou· 
dl-' u-looi. li!IC• ~ ~ 
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Life and Work 

The passing of the mantle 
by jim Files, Windsor Park Church, 
Fort Smith 

Basic passage: 2 Kings 2:1-15 

Focal passage: 2 Kings 2:7, 10, 14 , 15 

Central truth: The same Holy Spirit 
works in all God's servants in all 
generations. 

As we see God's anoiming transferred 
from Elijah to Elisha , we see a beautiful pic­
ture of Jesus· words to his followers in John 
14 :12 " ... greater works than these shall he 
do; because I go unto my Father." Elijah 
had been used by God for more super­
natur21 acts than any o ther man in the Old 
Testament . With the passing of the mant le, 
the ministry of Eli sha wou ld increase in 
quantity w hile retaining the same super­
natural character as Elijah 's. But first , some 
necessary tests had ro be passed . 

The journey f rom Gilga l to Bethel to 
jericho to j o rdan surprisi ngly was filled 
w ilh opportunities to turn back . The 
words in verses 2 ,4,6 were to test the w ill ­
ingness of a servant to move o n with his 
maste r. Elisha could not be deterred from 
his mission . Likewise, ro move o n wi th 
God is a "voluntary" matter o f the hea rt. 
Even the sons of the prophets saw the 
s teadfastness of his devotion . 

In crossing the jordan with Elijah, we sec 
a distinguishing characteristic between 
Elisha and the othe r prophets. The pro­
phets "stood to view afar off' (v. 7). Elisha 
let nothing sepante him from his maste r 
and en tered into his every experience. 
Whe re Elijah we nt , Elisha was w ith him ! 
When Elijah saw that Elisha h:1d crossed 
w ith him, he then asked w hat he could do 
for Elisha. Eli sha requested a double por· 
tion of the spirit that was upon Eli jah. 

The proof that Elisha had received the 
double portion of the spi rit o f Elija is 
demonstrated by the fact that he could do 
what Elijah had done-he too struck the 
wate r and it was divided (v. 14). The same 
spirit that was on Eli jah that enabled him 
ro do hi s work was now on Eli sha 10 do 
even mo re. The same Spirit that descend· 
ed in the form of a dove and led jesus is 
the same Spirit he gives ro us w do his 
works. The question th2t must be answered 
today is, "Arc we reall y doing the works 
of our M;~stcr?'' 

His works were supern:uur.;a l and life­
giving; thus our works sho1..1ld be o f the 
same mltu re and quality fo r us to s:ay we 
have the same Spi rit as our Lord. 

nh ~-It bucd o. 1K Uff .lA4 Won Cuok-.lu• fOf 5outhfrn 
laptiM C:htdort. «<p)'TTsttl lry t1w San.Uy kbool lloud of 1M 
JollttornJ.apdf!Coew:--.All rlpUruc:nocd. UtiC•lrfpt:nlllMion.. 

Bible Book 

The life of a king 
b y Marek Gibson, First Church, 
jacksonville 

Basic passage : 1 Kings 9:3-7; 10:1, 6-7, 
22-25a 

Focal passage: 1 Kings 9:3-7; 10:1 , 6-7, 
22-25• 

Central truth: Christians can live the 
life of a king. 

Like Solomon, Christ ians can live the life 
of a ki ng. " Living like a king ," is a phrase 
often used to desc ribe an enviable, enri ch­
ed, and enjoyable life-style. This is the 
Chri stian's life. 

The life o f a king is a life of godliness. 
A king should conduct himself in a ma n­
ncr befi tt ing his title. God c ha rged 
Solomon to follow the example of hi s 
father { I K . 9:4). We should follow the pat­
te rn Jesus has left fo r us. A crown cannot 
hide a corrupt life. An inconsis tent li fe can 
no t command respect. 

The life of a king is a life of securit y. 
Some people wish to be king for a day. 
Others drea m of being king fo r a lifetime. 
God makes us kings fo r an eternit y. God 
promised Solomon and hi s decedents a 
continuing kingdo m (1 K . 9: 5) if he lived 
in God's w ill. God promises us an eternal 
kingdo m. All we have to do is trust in the 
ever living Lord and Savior, Jesus Chri st . 

The life of a ki ng is the life of respon­
sibility. A king has a responsibility to his 
subjectS. His life affects others {I K. 9:6-7) . 
He docs not live unto himself. How we li ve 
our life wi ll dete rmine the present and 
future for those around us. We can be 
either a bless ing o r a curse to o thers. 

The life of a king is the life o f abundance. 
~-tost would e nvision a king as having :t 
surplus of every thing-without want. Such 
was Solomon 's life (I K. 10 :1,6·7,22-23). 
Whether sitting on a royal thro ne o r in a 
sheep's pasture, those who trust in the lord 
can say. " The Lord is my shepherd, I shall 
not wam· · (Ps. 23:1). The child of God has 
the abundant life as well as the life of abun­
dance. God graces the o ne who t rusts him 
and blesses the one who loves and obeys 
him . 

The li fe o f a king is the life of recogni­
tion . The world recognized and honored 
Solomon with praise and gifts (I K. 
10:24-25). The world envies those who live 
like kings. It often admires and respects the 
man w ho li ves :1 god ly life. God honors 
those who serve hi m On . 12 :26). 

A ki ng sho uld li ve li ke a king! 

Thlt lcnontrnlmncbbudonthc81blf8ook 5nldrtor5outhcf11 
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NATION 

Baylor may house messengers 
by Toby Druln 
TtJtH Baplbl St:ll ncbrd 

WACO, Texas (BP)-If necessary, Day lo r 
Univers ity will open all of it s fac ilities to 
house messengers to the annual meeting of 
the Baptist General Convemion of Tex.1s, 
scheduled Nov. ll -12 in the' university's 
Ferrell Special Events Ceme r, acco rding to 
a university spokesman. 

Mike Bishop, vice president for com­
munic:uions , said Bay lo r, whose relation­
ship with the convemion will be the ma­
jor topic of discussion at the convention , 
will work with Waco Baptist Association 
and state convention offi cials to see every 
messenger and any interesred Texas Baptist 
has a place to stay if he o r she wants to at­
tend the annual meeting. 

Within a few hours-a few minutes in 
most cases-after mo re than 2,000 rooms 
were made availab le fo r reservations June 
20 by Waco-area motels and hotels all had 
been snapped up. In some cases persons 
stepped w the reservations desks at 12:01 
a. m . June 20 and using checks, cash and 
credit cards from other persons attempted 
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w reserve all of the rooms the ho tel o r 
morel was sett ing aside fo r the convention. 

" Fundamentalists" had engineered the 
effort to deny Texas Bapt ists the right to ex­
press themselves on the Baylo r issue and 
wa rned o ther state conventions to expect 
similar ploys as conservatives move to take 
over state convemions in the same manner 
they have gained contro l of the Southern 
Baptist Convention. said Bishop. 

Baylo r officials and trustees cited the fear 
of a conse rvat ive takeover last Septe mber 
w hen the trustees vo ted to change the 
university charter to end governance of the 
school by convention-elected trustees. The 
convention's future relationship with the 
uni versi ty w ill be determined at the con­
venti on o n th e Bay lo r campu s in 
Novembe r. 

The room-reservations effo rt by the con­
servatives wou ld underscore the reali ty of 
the threat and wo uld "backfi re," Bishop 
sa id. 

"We think it is the greatest thing they 
have done,' ' 11c to ld the Baptist Standard, 
the Tcx:ts Baptist p:tper. " It gives final 

evidence that they do intend to take over 
the state convem ion, and they wo uld seck 
to take over Baylor University ifth:tt hadn't 
already been thwarted . 

' 'People w ho have seen Baylo r as over­
reacting to the threat o f a fundame ntalist 
takeover now sec Baylo r as having acted 
very prudemly." 

Waco-area h01el and motel managers and 
reservations clerks for the most part were 
tight-li pped about who had secured the 
reservations. Conservatives did not get ~11 
of them. Sorile churches who take no posi­
tions in the denominational o r Baylor con­
troversy are known to have secured rese r­
vations, although one pastor told the Stan· 
dard his secretary had called fo r two hours 
in the early morning of June 20 before get­
ting rooms fo r the ir church's messengers . 
Texas c hurc hes can send up to 25 
messengers to the annual meeting. The 
1990 convention drew a record 7, 540 
messengers. but the 1991 meeting may 
ec lipse that. 

Nei ther the Baylor Alum ni Association 
nor the Texas chapter o f Baptists Commit­
ted has reserved any of the rooms fo r the 
convention , sa id spokespersons for those 
organizations. 

EDUCATION COMM ISSIO N 

Task force 
work extended 

CHARLOTTE, N.C. (BP)-Membcrs of 
the Southe rn Baptist Educat ion Commis­
sion meet ing in annual session vo ted 10 ex­
tend the work of a task force s tud ying the 
feasibili ty of establishing a Southern Bap­
tist accredit ing agency and autho ri zed a 
called meeting of the full commission in 
March 1992 , to consider a report on ac­
creditation to be presented to the Southern 
Baptist Conventio n at its an nual meeting 
nex t June. 

The co mmiss ion acted in reSponse 10 a 
rcfei-ral of a motion made by E. C. Hooper 
of Virginia , during the 1991 Southern Bap­
tist annual meeting june 5. 

Hooper 's motion, referred to the Com­
mission b)' the Committee on Order of 
Business in accordance with SDC B)•law 
23. asked the SBC Executive Committee be 
directed 10 provide the convention :u its 
1992 meeting " ... the p ros and cons o f 
di sassociation from secular acc rcdicuion 
agencies and establishing an SBC accredi ta­
tion process.' · 

Hooper also requested a d raft of a 
charter accompanied b)' co nstitution and 
byl:lws " which will allow the 1992 SBC 
Con\'enlion messengers to make a positive 
dec ision on the matte r o f accrediting our 
seminari es and o ther Chri stian schools." 
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The Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine 
offers subscription plans at three rates: 

Every Resident Famlly Plan 
gives churches a premium rate when 
they send the Newsmagazine to all their 
resident households . Resident families 
arc: c:dculated to be at least one-four1h 
of the church's Sunday School enroll ­
ment. Churches who send only to 
members who request a subscription do 
not qualify for this lower rate of 55 .76 
per year for each subscription. 

A Group Plan (formerly called the 
Club Plan) allows church members to 
get a better th2n individual rate when 
10 or more of them send their subscrip­
tions together through their church . 
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Subscribe~ through the group plan p:t)' 
J6 .48 per year. 

Individual subscript ions may be 
purchased by anyone at the rate o f J8.25 
per year. These subscriptions are mo re 
costly because they require individual at· 
tc:ntion for address changes and rcm .. -wal 
notices. 

Changes of address by indiv iduals 
may be made: wi th the above form. 
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376-4791, C:XI. 5156. Be prepared tO gJve 
us your code line Information . 
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Polish Baptists cry 'foul' 
by Mike Creswell 
SBC f o rc lp Minion Bou d 

WARSAW, Poland (BP)-Polish Baptist 
lc:aders are cr)•ing '' foul ' ' over delays in the 
return of Baptist church properties from 
the Polish government , even as 2,000 pro · 
pcrt ics arc being returned to the powerful 
Roman Catholic Church . 

The church buildings were seized by the 
communist government after World War II . 
Now, since Poland has ado pted a 
democrati c government , a move is on to 
restOre such propert ies to church groups. 

According to recent press reports in War­
saw, the government already has approv­
ed the return of 56 Catholic properties. and 
Catholic authorities have filed more than 
1. 500 applications on other properties. 
They expect to file at least 500 mo re ap· 
plications later, report s stated. At least 90 
percent of Poland 's people are said to be 
Catholic. 

In some cases the government converted 
seized Catholic properties into public 
schools. If those properties arc returned , 
the schools will have to be closed o r 
relocated at major expense. But govern· 
ment leade rs reportedly arc ready tO pay 
the bill. 

Meanwhile, the government has not 
responded to requests made in.early 1990 
by leaders of the Baptist Union in Poland 
to return a handful of church properties 
se ized after the war. 

"Now it 's 1991 and they don 't tell us no, 
they don'ttell us yes," said Igor Barna , Bap· 
tist general secretary. "They tell us nothing. 
Since the government has changed , they 
tell us we' re low prio rit y." 

Barna c riti cized a new Polish law gover­
ning the return of church pro perties 
because it applies only to the Ro m:m 
Catholic Church and not to other groups 
such as Baptists, Seventh Day Adventists, 
and the Polish Na tional Catholic Church , 
a church not affili ated with Roman 
Catholics. A law that would return seized 
Orthodox church properties p;~sscd one 
house o f the Polish parliament but hasn' t 
emerged from the second. 

At issue for Baptists arc a dozen pro per­
tics scatte red across Poland that were seiz­
ed after World War II . Some Bapt is t church 
buildings were taken and adapted fo r 
govern ment usc. In Bartoszyce, a city in 
no rthern Poland, the government seized a 
Baptist church building and forced the con­
gregation to accept a smaller building. 
When local church leaders petitioned 
Poli sh Pres ident Lech Walc:sa for the return 
o f thei r o riginal build ing, they were in· 
formed they could not have the build ing 
because they would be " unable to pay for 
its upkeep." 

II 

So far onl}' one church building has been 
returned . That 100-year-old structure was 
returned in ~-tay 1990 but is in such a 
de\-astated condition it is unusable. " We 
w ok it anywa)','' sa id Baptist leader 
Konstan ty Wiazowski. " So far we just pat ­
ched up the roof to stop furthe r damage. 
It is not restored r et because we do not 
have the money." 

Three buildings once owned by Baptists 
arc in t odz, Poland's second largest city. 
One is used by Ro man Catholics , one by 
the Polish Nat ional Catholic Church , and 
the third has become a movie theater. 

Barna and Wiazowski said a combination 
o f complex histo rical events. the growing 
power of the Ro man Catholic Church , and 
the current unsettled condition of the 
Polish government will make recovery o f 
the properties difficult . 

1\vo Baptist un ions existed in pre-World 
War II Poland . one German-speaking and 
one Polish-speaking. Many German B:lp· 
tists ned during the war, leaving their pro­
perti es behind . Some of their church 
bui ldings were taken over by the govern­
ment and some by the Catholics. 

In th ose t imes , church buildings 
sometimes were listed under private names 
instead o f church names. The co mmunist 
government later seized properties if the 
property owner's name was German, 
Wiazowski said. Also, Baptists did not have 
official government recognition in the car· 
I)• decades o f the centuq•. 1bday, dif· 
ficulti es with the Catho li c-dominated 
government cont inue despite government 
recognition . 

Court appeal s arc not possible bcc:mse 
the laws under which an appeal would be 
made have not been passed yet, he sa id . 
And getting l:aws passed f:tvo rablc to Bap­
tists wil l be diffi cult because o r the in· 
nucncc of the Catholic Church , he added . 

The propcrt)' issue highlights fe ars b)' 
no n-Catholic leaders that the Roman 
Catholic Church is moving aggressively to 
resume it s dominant role in Polish life. 

For a decade the Ca tholic Church :llign­
cd it self wi th the Solidarit)' trade union 
movement , which ultim:ucly bro ught 
down Poland 's communist government 
and led the nat ion to adopt a democrati c 
government. Now, about 75 percent o f 
members o f the Solidarit y·cont ro llcd 
Senate desc ri be themselves as active o r 
devout Catholics. 

1b D::.pti st onlooke rs, the picture is slm· 
pic to analyze: : " The Catholic Church con­
trols Parli ament. It can block the appoi nt ­
ment of people. The Senate now looks to 
the Catholic Church for dec isions Instead 
o f to the Communist P:trt y," ch:trged 
Wiazowski. 
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