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Letters to the editor 
Re: a Baptist creed? 

Denominationally, we have a name (Bap· 
tist). It was originally given by others in deri· 
sian and opposition, many times in persecu· 
tion. With our name others have sought to 
stigmatize us. But our forebears have made 
it a Vr'Onderfully good name. It smacks of the 
fore-runner of our blessed lord. It wears an 
aura of lonely islands, dismal dungeons, 
whipping posts and burning stakes. It smacks 
of each individual's competency and right 
to make his own religious decisions and 
choices. Among the trophies connected with 
this name is America's religious freedom. 

In Arkansas our name denotes a people 
who would not default in bankruptcy. Until 
just recently much of its sweetness and 

strength was found in the rural areas. Today, 
it is a revered and honored name in all of 
our cities. Some of Arkansas' greatest institu
tions have worn and continue to wear it. 
From territorial days to the present time 
many of our famous sons and daughters 
have worn it. 

It is a distinctive name made so by a 
tenacious faith in the Bible as the inerrant 
Word of God, the autonomy and sovereigni
ty of each local church in spiritual and ec
clesiastical matters, and the administration 
of baptism and the lord's Supper as the sym
boli c declaration of God's redemptive plan. 

It is a good name. l et's wear it with hum
ble dignity and pride, quit "poor mouthing" 
it by either word or deed, and ask God to 

help us perpetuate it to his eternal glory. 
But, please God, may the day never come 

when we demand of anyone to subscribe to 
a prescribed and categorized system of belief 
before he can wear this blessed name. 
-Don Hook, Little Rock. 

Who goofed? 
One of us goofed. Probably me in my let

ter to the editor titled " Inventing heresies." 
1 referred to the word "world" in john 3:16. 
It was mis-read as Gen. 3:16. The way I made 
my J was mistaken for a cursive G. I wi ll pro
bably be taken to task more on this than the 
gist of the letter . .. -Clarence Edwards, 
Rogers. 

T-he Southern accent Church fire damage 
set near $100,000 

by H. E. Williams 

Elitism and Christianity 

Where, what, or who is the best? This 
seems to be the primary question of modern 
materialistic mankind. The sales world seeks 
to sell the best. Each political party claims 
to have the best remedy for the ills of a con
fused society. Each college or university 
seeks to convey the idea that its program is 
the best. Even churches are obsessed wi th 
the concept that they must appear to be the 
best as the world measures quali ty. 

Often, the standards men use as 
measurements of quality are according to 
their own concepts and fall far short of the 
standards u'sed by God. 

In American education, there is a widely 
accepted aura about the position Harvard 
University occupies in the edl!cational 
world. Harvard has been able to fashion a 
place in higher education which is the envy 
of all the educational world. Every institu
tion occasionally dreams of being a "li ttle 
Harvard", and some even boast of such' in 
their public relations materials. 

So vaunted was the position Harvard felt 
she occupied that her faculty refused for 
years to become accredited because they felt 
she was so superior that other institutions 
should not be permitted to send examiners 
to examine Harvard. Finally, she agreed to 
ask for accreditation, provided her own 
faculty and administration did �t�h�~� self-study 
and review of the institution. 

Is Harvard the best institution of higher 
education in America, or the worldl By 
human standards, maybe. By the standards 
of Christian ethics the answer is not so cer
tain. Harvard has proven one thing-.!'output 
equals Input". She gets the top students 
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from American schools and turns out top
rated graduates. Practically any college or 
university could do that. 

The best institution in the world is the one 
which takes a less promising student and 
turns out a superior graduate. That institu
ti on likely cannot be identified, since 
modern educational measurements are still 
basically identifi ed wi th quantitative con
cepts rather than qualitative. It would really 
be interesting to see the accreditating 
associi!tions finall y achieve what they have 
been toying wi th for years-evaluation of 
higher educati on on the basis of true 
achievement based on the service rendered 
to the students. Such a step might truly 
revolutionize education in our day. 

Jesus said, " He that would be greatest 
among you, let him be servant of all ". Sure
ly he was intimating that greatness would be 
in proporti on to the depth and width of ser
vice. The person or institution that reaches 
the deepest, lifts the highest, and inOuences 
the most broadly is surely the greatest in his 
mind. If one could serve the whole world 
of mankind with such quality service, he 
would be great. 

The modern public relations syndrome 
concerning greatness is false elitism. It 
sounds good, looks good, and fools the 
frivolous, but it does not please God. It is 
betterto build a church or institution on the 
service syndrome-that is the way Jesus did 
jt. The Pharisees were elitist; Jesus was the 
Servant-King. 

Or. Williams is president emeritus at 
Southern Baptist College. 

Fire damage to the auditorium of 
Jonesboro's North Main Church has been 
estimated at $80,000 to $100,000, according 
to the pastor, Ron Griffin. The Dec. 20 blaze 
ruined the church's piano and organ, and 
smoke and water damaged the carpet and 
pev-15, Griffin said. 

The pastor was notified of the fire at 11:15 
p.m. by a passing motorist who stopped at 
the pastor's house, next door to the church 
building. . 

Fire officials concluded that the fire began 
in a 'NOmen's baptistry dressing room. Accor
ding to Griffin, the church had been broken 
into that night for the second time in 36 
hours. 

North Main members did not meet 
Wednesday night, Dec. 2t, but they borrow
ed musical instruments and held their 
Christmas Sunday services in their small 
gym. They plan to hold worship services 
there until probably early spring, when they 
expect damage to be repaired, the pastor 
reported. 

missionary notes 
Mr. and Mrs. Russell D. Fox, missionary 
associates to Honduras, have completed 
language study and may be addressed at 
Apartado 100, San Pedro Sula, Honduras. He 
�c�o �n �s�i�d�~�r�s� Little Rock his hometown. She is 
the former Victoria Hagan of Stuttgart. They 
....-ere employed by the Foreign Mission Board 
in 1982. 

Ruih Vanderburg, missionary to Indonesia, 
has arrived in the States for furlough. Her ad
dress is 2923 Charter Oak Rd., Little Rock, 
Ark . 72207. A native of Lillie Rock, she was 
appointed by the Foreign Mission Board in 
t956. 
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You'll · be glad 
to know ... 
by Don Moore 

... We are about to 
enter our 102nd 
country. Would you 
believe it is Nepali A 
recent couple ap
pointed by our For· 
eign Mission Board is 
presently preparing to 
begin work there. A 
high, cold territory, 
bordered on the south 
by India and on the 
north by China, this is 

Moore 

a critical move for the kingdom. Aren't you 
thankful for those willing to go to areas in 
which they hazard their lives for the gospel I 
Aren't you thankful for the privilege of sup
porting them in their heroic commitments? 

Prayer and finarices remain crucia l needs 
for our mission enterprise. I do hope, when 
a ll the reports are in, that we have 100 per
cent of our churches going past their lottie 
Moon offering goal. I'll be anxious to hear 
from you . 
. . . Membership gain anticipated. Based on 
the reports already received , it appears 
Southern Baptists will show an increase of 
1.5 percent in me mbership over the past 
twelve months. The total is estimated to 
come to 14,208,226 from the previous 
13,998,252 in 1982. Every organization in 
our churches is showing an increase with 
Brotherhood, Church Training and W M U 
showing the heaviest gains. 

There is one negative indicator. While it 
is just one, it is the crucial one. Baptisms may 
decline as muc h as 3.7 percent. This would 
be a decline of over 15,000 baptisms from 
the previous hear. We all believe in 
evange lism. Our words, sermons, report 
forms and doctrinal statements confirm that 
we believe in evangelism. However, o ur 
practice indicates that our belief may sim· 
ply be head-belief instead or hean-belief. 

If we really believe it with our heans, some 
serious study wilt have be be given to what 
is happening or not happening where we 
live and serve. Anointed preaching always 
draws the lost to Jesus. God is faithful. 
Anointed strategies such as Sunday School 
and Continuous Witness Training will do the 
same. I hope that pastors, staff and people 
alike will assume responsibility for winning 
the lost in every area of our state. 

Don Moore is Executive Director of the 
Arlulnsas Baptist State Convention. 
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Food and fellowship 

Virginia Kirk and Jane Purtle 

Saving money in the kitchen 
When people got hungry, Jesus fed them. The menus were simple-bread and fish

but there was plenty to eat and plehty left over. Everyone had all he wanted, but 
nothing went to wast!!, It was a good example of " more with less". In the experience 
of feeding the multitudes Jesus taught that we can live abunda ntly and still conserve, 
that we can eat well and save money. · 

living abunda ntly, yet conservatively, is a dai ly program that a family or community 
commits itself to. It's built on a few simple principles: no waste, simplicity, and know
how in buying and preparing food. 

Nothing usable should be thrown away. Left-over meat and vegetables can be kept 
in a soup pot in the freezer. Fruit juices from canned fruit , mixed with a drink base, 
make a good alternative to carbonated beverages. left-over breai:t can be recycled 
into dressing, bread pudding, c routons, or crumb cake. With some cre(ltivity, ev ry 
last scrap of bread and fish can be used . 

Serving simpler meals saves money a nd energy that can be invested in improving 
the quality of home and church life. Soup and crackers or stew and cornbread may 
be a welcome change from more e laborate menus. 

It 's important to keep the pantry st·ocked with staple items and know how to make 
substitutions. A li st of common substitutions (e.g. cocoa for chocolate squares) is 
included in most cookbooks. Choosing recipes that use staple ingredients is also im· 
portant. Nowadays, buying special ingredients for severa l recipes can Oouble a week's 
grocery bill . 

The most important money saving tip for the kitchen is cooking from scratch. 
Homemade syru ps, sa lad dressings, jellies, pickles, sauces, baking mixes, etc. are as 
good or better than store--bought and save a lot. Some convenience items (e.g. cake 
mixes) are often a good buy, however. Economical housekeepers find a good balance 
for themse lves between expending money and time. 

Some months ago we printed a recipe for Master Mix (a baking mix for biscuits, 
muffins, pancakes, etc.) that was so popular we're including it again. Th is Russian 
dressing is a good substitute for a commercial one. Use less sugar and catsup, and 
it will taste like French. 

Master Mix 
9 cups a ll-purpose flour 1 tsp. c ream of tartar (optional) 
YJ cup baking p<J'¥\o'der 'A cup sugar 
1 tbsp. salt 2 cups shortening ~ 

Sift together dry ingredients. Cut in shortening with pastry blender or fingers 
until mixture is consistency of cornmeal. Store in airtight container at room 
temperature. 

Yl cup sugar 
% cup vinegar 
JA cup cooking oil 
1 Y1 cups catsup 

Russian Dressing 
'A tsp. Worcestershire sauce 
small onion, chopped 
dash of salt 

Place a ll ingredients in blende r and blend until well mixed. 

Virginia Kirk, professor emeritus at Arkansas College, is a member of Batesville 
first Church. Jan Purtle is on the staff of Christian Counseling and Tuching Center 
in Syria, Virginia. They have enjoyed cooking together for several years. 

First Baptist believers in Curacao profess Christ 
CURACAO, Netherlands Antilles-Two in partnership with Venezuelan Baptist mis

women received Christ as savior in October, sionaries Enrique and Belen Montoya. While 
and 10 more professions of faith have follow- they have not yet established a church on 
ed on the Caribbean island of Curacao. the island, they have started a YIOrship ser· 

Southern Baptist missiona ries leo and vice a nd plan an island-w ide media 
Margaret Waldrop began \YOrk there in June campaign. 
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Arkansas all over 
by Milie Gil/ ABN stall writer 

J. Leo Georze 
has resigned as min ister of education/ad
ministration at Central Church in Jonesboro 
to accept a call to a similar position with the 
Fir>t Chun::h ol Saginaw, Texas. George. who 
had served lhe Jonesboro chun::h for 10 
years. had held positions of leadership with 
Mount Zion Association and served as a 
writer for lhe Sunday School Board. He 
recently was certified by the National 
Association of Church Business Ad
ministrators as a Fellow in Church Business 
Administration. He is married to the former 
Linda L fo51er of Jonesboro. They have lwo 
children, Joey and Carole. 

au.. Shell 
received her 20 year perfecl attendance Sun
day School pin Jan. I from the Owensville 
Church where she has served as Sunday 
School5een!lary for 20 years. She also serves 
as a choir member and assistant pianist. 

Johnny Green 
has resigned from five years of service as 
pastor of Parkin First Church to enter full
time evangel ism, effective Feb. 5. He will 
reside in Wynne. 

Krn Lilly 
of Fort Smith was recently in Memphis to at
tend an orientation for trustees of the Mem
phis Baptist Memoria l Hospital-Medical 

OBU offers compute.r major 

Shell Green 

Center, a position to which he was elected 
by lhe messenge" attending lhe 1983 Arkan· 
sas Baptist State Convention .. 

Lois Hader 
of the Northvale Church in Harrison was 
recently in Nashville, Tenn., to receive train
ing as a 1985-86 unit writer for the Sunday 
School Board. 

John Hough 
will join the staff of Beech Street First Church 
in Texarkana, effective Jan. 23. He will serve 
there as associate pastor of education. A 
native of Florida, Hough serv~ in the U. 5. 
Air Force for nine years and is a graduate of 
both the University of Arkansas and 
Southwestern Baptist Theqlogica l Seminary. 
He will come to Texarkana from Garland, 
Texas. whe re he has been serving as minister 

~Stanford {leh), a Ouachita Baptist. University senior from Memphis, ponders the 
solution to a class problem as part of the instruction centered around OBU's new com
puter science major. T~nry-rwo students are majoring in the course of study, which 
w.u opened officially last fall. Gifts from Arkansas Baprisu, alumni, former srudenlS, 
and friends of the school made the new department possible. 

people 

to adults at the First Church of Garland. He 
and his wife, lynn, a Blythevi lle native, have 
a son, Chris. 

John Welch 
has joined the staff of Mena First Church as 
minister of music and youth , going there 
from the Trinity Church in Fort Smith. He is 
a graduate of Arkansas Tech University in 
Russellville and has served on the staff of the 
Firs1 Church of Muldrow, Okla. Welch and 
his wife, Brenda, have a daughter, Toni. 

Virgie Horn 
resigned Dec. 31 as youth d irector at Mar
tindale Church in little Rock, following two 
years of service. 

Tony Rose 
has resigned as minister of youth at West 
Memphis First Church to join the staff of 
Porter Memorial Church in lexington , Ky. 

Dean Collins 
began serving Jan. 1 as pastor of the Gould 
First Church . A native of Mercer County, 
Mo., he is a graduate of Hannibal laGrange 
College in Hannibal, Mo. He received his 
maste r of divinity degree in December from 
New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary. 
He has served churches in Missouri and has 
also served in the staff development division 
of DePa ul Hospital in New Orleans. Collins 
and his wife, Cheryl lynn, have a daughte r, 
Chantay, age 11 , and a son, lynn , age e ight. 

Evening course 
When the Spring Semeste r of Seminary 
Studies Program opens Feb. 27, one 
course offe ring will be Church Music 
Administration , 
taught by Peter 
Butl er of Mid
western Baptist 
Theologica l Semi
nary. His class will 
meet each Monday 
from 5-8 p.m. at Im
manue l Church. A 
morning class in 
Old Tes tament , 
taught by Harry 
Hu nt of South · Butler 
weste rn meets at 9 a.m. Mark Short of 
New Orleans Seminary directs an after
noon class in Sunday School leadership 
at 1 p.m. 

For further information, contact 
Lehman F. Webb, Baptist Building, 
376-4791. 
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