
Ouachita Baptist University Ouachita Baptist University 

Scholarly Commons @ Ouachita Scholarly Commons @ Ouachita 

Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine, 1990-1994 Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine 

5-23-1991 

May 23, 1991 May 23, 1991 

Arkansas Baptist State Convention 

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarlycommons.obu.edu/arbn_90-94 

 Part of the Christian Denominations and Sects Commons, Mass Communication Commons, and the 

Organizational Communication Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention, "May 23, 1991" (1991). Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine, 1990-1994. 
124. 
https://scholarlycommons.obu.edu/arbn_90-94/124 

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine at Scholarly 
Commons @ Ouachita. It has been accepted for inclusion in Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine, 1990-1994 by an 
authorized administrator of Scholarly Commons @ Ouachita. For more information, please contact 
mortensona@obu.edu. 

https://scholarlycommons.obu.edu/
https://scholarlycommons.obu.edu/arbn_90-94
https://scholarlycommons.obu.edu/arbn
https://scholarlycommons.obu.edu/arbn_90-94?utm_source=scholarlycommons.obu.edu%2Farbn_90-94%2F124&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1184?utm_source=scholarlycommons.obu.edu%2Farbn_90-94%2F124&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/334?utm_source=scholarlycommons.obu.edu%2Farbn_90-94%2F124&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/335?utm_source=scholarlycommons.obu.edu%2Farbn_90-94%2F124&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholarlycommons.obu.edu/arbn_90-94/124?utm_source=scholarlycommons.obu.edu%2Farbn_90-94%2F124&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:mortensona@obu.edu


Arkansas 
Baptist 

Vol. 90 , No. 11 

COVER STORY 

African cbotr Page 12 

Hidden heros Page 23 

Arkansas 
CP rankings 
announced 

Page 15 

Top honors 
for Arkansas 
ACTS 

Page 16 

Cooperative 
Fellowship 
formed 

Page 17 



Vol. 90, No. 11 

Arkansas 
Baptist 

At a glance 

6 'My child is making bad decisions' 
Parents tend to ovcrprmect and control a child at the very point 

she needs to be exploring and experiencing life for herself, according to 
Glen McGriff, director o f the Ministry of Crisis Suppo rt fo~ the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention. He says many families make the mistake of 
trying to parent an older teenager like they did when she was a small 
child. Other methods, including !cuing the child make rnisL1kes, are 

·needed during this period. 

12 African Children's Choir 
A casual onlooker never would have suspected the happy, 

energetic children performing April 2 1 at Benton First Church had ever 
known l}unger or any form of misery, but many of the 26 children that 
compose the African Children's Cho ir have wandered aimlessly in 
search of food, seen their parents killed , and hidden in the jungle to 
avoid torture. But when these children sing, whether in Swahili o r 
English , the message is clear: thei r deep faith and Christian commitment 
are alive and well . 

15 CP rankings announced 
Five Arkansas Baptist State Convention churches arc included 

in the top 100 churches in Cooperative Program gifts nationwide. They 
are : Little Rock Immanuel Church , Little Rock Geyer Springs First 
Church , North little Rock Park Hill Church , Fort Smith Grand Avenue 
Church, and Springdale First Church. 

16 Arkansas ACTS takes top honors 
Three Arkansas affiliaties were ho nored at the sixth annual 

American Christ ian Television System Aw:t rds ceremony in Fo rt Worth , 
Texas, o n Apri l 25 . Litt le Rock ACTS was awarded Program of the Year 
and Best Educational/Informational Program for " PowcrSourcc: 
Satanism-Thc Seduction of the Supernatural." ACTS of Texarkana and 
ACTS o f Springdale also were honored . 

17 Cooperative Baptist Fellowship formed 
After 12 years of hard labor, 6 ,000 Sou thern Bapt ist moder.ucs 

gave birth to a new re ligious body called the Cooper-J.tivc Baptist 
Fellowship May 11 in At lanta . Some called it a m:w denomination, 
others ca lled it the precurso r to a denomination , while st ill o thers call 
ed it a fellowship o r renewal movement within the Southern Baptist 
Convention . 
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Cover story 

Hidden heroes 23 
Wo rkers at a tiny international school 
in Phnom Penh , Cambodia , call 
Southern Bapt ist Cooperative Services 
International worker Glo ri a Carlton of 
Elkins, Ark., an "unsung hero" 
because of her tireless work wi th 
children at the school. She and her 
husband , Bruce, are Southern Baptists' 
on!)' representati ves in :1 land le ft 
ravaged by the Khmer Houge. 
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Adequate retirement 
] . EVERETT SNEED 

Most commiued lay persons recognize 
the impo rtant role that a pastor plays in the 
life of a church . Both the Bible and obser
vation establish the vi raJ worth of the man 
of God . However, sometimes congrega· 
tions overlook the necessity to assist a 
pastor in preparing for retirement. Prepara
tion for ret irement invo lves at least two 
elements: adequate money being given 10 

annuity so that an ongoing sa lary will be 
provided when a pastor can no longer 
se rve, and a home for a retired ministe r. 

The worth of the spi ritual leade r is 
emphasized in both the Old and the New 
Testaments . The Old TestamCnt clea rl y 
states that the priest was a gift to the 
children of Israel. He also was to serve the 
people of Israel in spi ri tual matters. 

Repeatedly in the New Testament em
phasis is given to the primary role of the 
pastor as being "prayer" and " the ministry 
of the Word.'' Because of the spiritual 
ministry that is performed by the pastor, 
Paul emphasizes the honor, respect , and the 
support that is to be given to him. The 
apostle said, "let the elders that rule well 
be counted worthy of double ho nor, 
especially they who labor in the word and 
doctrine. For the scripture s:U th , Thou shalt 
not muzzle the ox that treadeth out the 
corn . And, The labourer is worthy of his 
reward" (I Tl. 5,17-18). 

Most pastors ' salaries arc relatively sma.ll. 
When a church provides a house for the 
pastor, this is given in lieu of salary. So the 
pastor docs not accumulate equ ity w ith 

can purchase another 
home on his new 
field o f serYice. It Is 
true that this will 
produce some dif· 
ficUity. But again, it is 
wonh the ext ra crron 
in o rder for the Pas
tor to have a home 
when he retires. 

When a pastor 
owns his own home, it relieves a number 
of problems ror the church . The church is 
no lo nge r responsible ror repairs and 
upkeep. It also provides freedom for the 
pastor to make any change in his home that 
he desires. When the home is owned by the 
congregation, any major change in the 
house would need 10 be approved by the 
congregation . Each pasto r and his wife 
have thei r own desires as 10 the appearance 

· o f the home in which they live. This is as 
it should be. People should have the right 
to decorate and maintain thei r home in the 
fashion they desire. 

Ano ther tragedy w hich repeatedly 
transpired in past years was for the man of 
God to come to retirement without ade· 
quate retirement income. In recent years, 
this dlrncuhy has been compounded by in· 
flat lon. An adequate Income In 1950 cer· 
tainJy Is not an adequate income today. 

The Southern Baptist Annuity Board and 
the Arkansas Baptist State Convention have 
taken steps to alleviate much o f this pro· 
blem . In the pas t, churches contributed 
533 .34 a month fo r the retirement of their 
pastor. At the time th is was set up, it would · 

roughl y have been 10 percent of the 
pastor 's total inco me package. Of course, 
no pastor today has a total income pack2ge 
of only 5333.40 per month. The new pro
posal is that the congregation will invest 
10 percent of the pastor's total income 
package with the Annuity Board. If this is 
started w hile a minister is young , he is like· 
ly to have an adequate income In his 
retirement. 

The Arkan~s Baptist State Convention 
also has increased its contributions to the 
Annuity Board. In the past , the state con
vention had a maximum monthly gift of 
$16.67 in behalf of each pastor. Now the 
convention contributes one-third of the 
amount contributed by the church or the 
pastor, with the maximum :unount being 
535 . All of this is to assist the pastor in pro
viding proper retirement income. 

Almost all pastors are committed to their 
congregations. They are men of prayer and 
men of the word. Almost everyday a 
preacher will have heavy responsibilities. 
Among these life-shaping events are: 
counseling, comforting the bereaved, plan· 
ning the future 2.ctivit.ies of the church, and 
presenting the message of salvation. 

Churches have responsibilities to their 
pastor 's retirement years. These respon
sibilities lnclude assisting the pastor to have 
a home in which he can live during his 
retirement years, as well as providing ade
quate annuity so that the pastor will have 
an adequate retirement income. A church 
which fulfills its responsibility to its pastor 
will reap many benefits. They will know 
the smile of God, their work will prosper, 
and in most situations the church will 
grow. Above all, the members wiiJ know 
they have done that w hich is right in the 
sight of God. 

which he can purchase a home at the time r----------------------------, 
o f retirement. In essence, pastors are the 
o nes w ho are providing fo r the churc h to 
have property which is ent itled " a par
sonage" or "a pastor 's home." 

There arc s<.-veraJ arguments that are 
used for providing a house, ra the r than a 
housi ng allowa nce fo r the pas to r. Some 
m2.lntaln that It would be difficult for the 
pastor to find an adequate house that he 
could purchase or rent in certain com
munities. While this may be true in some 
:a reas of the state, in o rder for the pastor 
to accumulate equity for a home, h is wo rth 
the difficulty. 

A second :argument that is used is the dif· 
ficuhy ln buying and selling a home. When 
a pas tor comes to the community, he must 
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DON MOORE 

You'll Be Glad 
To Know 

There arc so many 
people we owe so 
much in thl-sc days of 
inte n se kingd o m 
labo r. Close to the 
top of the list would 
be our direclOrs of 
missions. They serve 
in so many d ifferent 
capaci ties most people would not believe 
it if we to ld them. They have made it possi
ble fo r us to develop good rel ationships 
with our bivocationals. They helped us do 
maximum training in preparation for 
" Here's Hope" revivals. Thtj' were the keys 
to o ur recent World Mission conferences. 
They get thei r associational leadership to 
the Key Leader Meeting , w here we share 
the lates t and bes t we know to help them 
in the association . They have been the key 
people in finding places and congregations 
to help plant new churches . 

''The care o f all the churches'' is a s tate· 
ment the apos tle Paul made about the 
burden of his hea rt. The d irecto r of mis
sions shares that responsibility and burden. 
He counsels, suppli es, teaches, preaches, 
dreams, plans, and encourages. He is a 
helper to all o f our departments and a 
helper to every agency and ins tit ution o f 
the Arkansas Baptist State Convention . 

Such a person seldo m fee ls strong affir
mation. He is too often take n for granted , 
presumed on, ignored , caught between 
power st ruugglcs, and seldom has anyone 
who will be an advocate fo r hi m and his 
fam ily. This resu lts in mos t o f them be ing 
paid poorl y and hav ing little fin:mces to 
provide programs and min istries that a rc 
need e d by the c h u rc h es in thei r 
association. 

"The laborer is worthy o f h is h ire," the 
Scriptures declare. Ne ithe r the Southern 
Baptist Convent ion nor the state conve n
tion employ o r provide for compensation 
of ctirectors of missions. He is free from the 
pressure, control o r influence that could be 
placed on him if h is suppo rt came fro m 

SPEAK UP 

RANDALL O'BRI EN 

A Pastor's Perspective 

Jimmy's wet britches 

Yo u laugh. But yo u never saw Bubba 
Walker either. And even if you did, you 
never saw him throw a bascbaii . We d id . 
Plent y of times. Jimmy Bmmfic ld sure 
did . 

Bubba was a large human. Goliath 's 
big brother. Even w hen he was lillie, he 
was big. He would go on to star in two 
sport s as a 6'4'' dominant athlete at 
McComb High . Then off to State on full 
scholarship. 

Bubba reached manhood somewhere 
around 12. just prior 10 his last year o f 
linle League baseball , as I recall in a cold 
sweat. Asteroid size. maybe bigge r. Age 
12. 

Which brings me back to Jimm)' Bmm
ficld. We all dreaded bauing against Bub
ba Walker. No exceptions. 'Course we all 
tried to hide it. I hate to say we were 
scared to deal11 of Bubba, but we were 
scared to dl'3th of Bubba. 11te man threw 
so hard the catcher wore a sponge in h is 
mit! 

Usually what we'd do when we had to 
bat against Bubba was five things: ( I) cry, 
(2) pray, (3) swing at the fi rs t 3 pi tches, 
(4) go back to the dug-out and pray, beg, 
" Please l o rd , let coach put someone in 
my place. I'll be a preache r. Anything! " 
(5) th ink of ways to gracefully quil the 
game fo rever. 

Poor jimmy. Had his new w hite 
unifo rm o n and evcryrhing, that hot 
summer day in '58 . Praying in the bat 
ter 's box hel ps. jimmy was pray ing. Bub
ba went into his w ind-up. And jimmy 
went in hi s pants. 

Poor jimmy Bru mfield . We all saw it. 
The gi rls. Guys. Parents. Ump. Bubba . 
Everybody. We all saw it. The dark large 
wet expandi ng ci rcle against the othe r
w ise bright w hite dry pants. Poor jim
my Drumflcld . Wh:u can you say in tim es 
like that? "Excuse me?" 

Woe is me. Li fe is like that. jimmy 
could be any o f us. Secret ly, are we not 
all sca red to death of facing Bubba: The 
next grade in school, leaving home, get· 
ting married, responsibility for providing 
adequately fo r others , new job, social 
interaction , fi nding the meaning of life, 
agi ng, dea th and dying. Bubba throws 
ha rd . 

And we, we try to hide our secret fears. 
Don't we? Wcll , jimmy couldn' t. But jim
my is my he ro. Why? Cause everybody 
in McComb knew j immy Brumfield wet 
his britches. Yet jimmy hu ng in there. 
Never quit. Faced the fi ddler. Eve ryday. 
Going th rough life's belt li ne. 

Courage. That's what I call it. That 's 
what life takes. And character. Heroes. 
That 's who you arc. All you fo lks ou t 
there stand ing in the batte r 's box every· 
day against Bubba. With courage and 
character, yo u s tand in there. When life 
sca res you to deat h , humili ates you. 
laughs at yo u publicly. Still you s tand. 

" Fo r God did no t give us the spirit o f 
fear, bm the spi ri t o f power and love and 
self-control" (2 Ti. 1:7). 

No. j immy Brumfie ld nt-ver made it to 
the Major l eagues. You might not either. 
But if eve r they name an Ali·McComb, 
AIJ:J'ime Baseball Team based on courage 
and characte r, I think I' ve got a nominee. 

Eight ba tters after he so iled his sui t in 
front of God and everybody, guess w ho 
s tepped bac k into the batter 's box? 

So w hat about you? li fe treating you 
roughl y? Scared ? Ti red ? Ever feel like 
qui tt ing? Who knows? One day some
one, somt·w herc, just might name an all 
world , all -time team o f unsung heroes. 

So. Hey, Hey, w hat d ' )•a sa)'? 
Batter up? 

Randa ll O ' Brie n, is p:tstor of the 
Calva ry Chu rch in little nock. 

these other sources. That Is good, as it '-=============:::;~============::. should be. But it leaves the local churches r 
of that association solely responsib le for 
seeing they are c;ued fo r and that they have 
funds sufficient to do a good work wi th the 
chu rches. 

Enough said! I am out of space anyway! 

Don M oore is executive dircclOr of the 
Ark2nsas Baptis t St2tc Conven tion . 
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Our Century - God's Honor 
A warm invitation is extended to all former 
pastors, staff personnel, and members of First 
Baptist Church, Claremore, Okla., to attend 
our 100 year anniversary celebration Sa tur
day and Sunday, June 29-30. For more infor· 
mation, call9 18-34 1·8181 or write First Bap
tist Church, 107 E. Will RDgers Blvd., 
Claremore, OK 74017. 

Buses! Vanal Pfople Movers! 
New and Used-Champion 

Call American TransCoach Ieday 
1-817-458-4844 
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ERWIN l. McDONALD 

The Golden Years 

'Where he leads me I will follow' 

''And be said 10 lbem all, if any man 
will come aftt•r me, 1£•1 bim deny bimsC'lf. 
and lake up IJ/scros.o; dally, am/follow 
me" {l.u . 9:2,1). 

They st:lrtcd out as " bouncing baby 
girls,'' a year apart in time and half a 
world apart in sp:u:c. 'Jbda)'. nearly 70 
rears l:uer, and more than 32 years as a 
missionary healing team in Indonesia , 
they are happil)• in\'O)\'ed in a retirement 
career with greater little Rock as a mis· 
sion field. 

Meet Dr. K:nhlccn Jo nes. a nati\'e of 
Recife, Ur.tzil , and her associate, Nurse 
Ruth Vanderburg, a n:nh·c o f linle Rock 
who "grew up in First Bapt ist Church." 

Now more than three yean; into retire
ment , they still serve :1s a healing team 
and arc having the time of their Jives as 
members o f the staff of Dr. Orman W. 
Simmons :mel his Cornerstone: Clinic for 
Women in Little Rock. 

The open secret of their livcs, thC)'' II 
tell you, h:1s been finding God's will for 
themselves, both as individuals and as 
team members. :mc.l " looking to him to 
move heaven anc.l e:trth to bring it to 
pass: · 

Or. jones, bo rn 10 missionary parents 
Dr. and Mni. R.S. jones. received her 
education through high school in Rich
mond, Va. She gr-.tduatcd from Ba)•lor 
University in W:tco. Texas, and received 
her M.D. degree from Southwestern 

Medical School. She went to Indonesia 
in 1953 as SOlllhern D:lptistS ' very first 
missionaq•. 

Nurse V:mderburg was :t missionary 
volunteer from :1ge 13. She is a grJduatc 
of liulc Rock (Central) High School; 
Baptist Memorial Hospital's School of 
Nursing in Memphis, Tenn., :md the 
Universiq• o f Tennessee. She was 
appointed missionary to Indonesia in 
1959. jo ining Or. Jones a year l:tter. 

Or. Jo nes and Nurse Vanderburg 
believe Or. Simmons was used of God as 
an answer to their prayers for a fruitful 
ministry in retirement. On a visit to their 
mission field sho nlr before tht.1' retired, 
Dr. Simmons to ld them he had been 
pnying th:u God would lead them 10 
join his staff upon their n.:liremem. 

Or. Jones spoke fo r both the mis
sionaries as she said, " God is good to us. 
All the doctors and staff members at the 
clinic arc Christians, and we start evcq• 
day in pi.i)'er. We have opportunitr every 
day to witness for the lord and to do 
Christian counseling.'' 

Not the least of their blessings is hav
ing Nurse Vanderburg's 96-ycar-old 
mother, Lucille, with them to love and 
care fo r on a daily basis. 

Ecwln L McDo112ld, editor emeritus of 
the Arkansas Bapllst Newsmagazine, is 
a member of North Little Rock P2.rk Hill 
Church . 

Ruth Vanderlmrg. Dr. Kathleen jones, and Dr. Orman Simmons rovlew cases. 
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Letters 
to the Editor 

God's opinion 
In the Baptist Adults Discipleship Tr2in

ing lesson for Mar 5. James L. Evans 
presents :1 well-written study of marriage 
as "A Lasting Union." He docs not however, 
provide an accurate account of God's opi· 
nion of divorce. He states, " God does not 
forbid divorce, but discourages it strong
ly.'' A more precise statement would have 
been a quotation from Malachi 2:26, which 
says. " For che Lo rd, the God of Israel, saith 
that he hatcth putting away:· This phrase: 
"putting awar" Is sbalacb, on which 
Gcsenius spends a page and a half in defini
tion. Its meaning is " to send, to dismiss, 
to let go." In other words, God hates 
divorce. 

Shall I and my fellow pastors then tell 
our flocks that God hates something but 
doesn' t forbid it? I think not.-Warrcn 
Watkins, Pine Bluff 

More than lip service 
The emphasis on acknowledging the 

importance o f hi-vocational pasto rs to 
Southern Baptists cominucs to b~ littl~ 

more than lip service. This fact is born~ out 
by "Nominees, Appointees Named," ABN, 
May 9 issue. Yo u will not find a bi· 
vocational pasto r among those nominated 
to serve o n the \'Oirious boards. Only one: 
man comes from a church with less than 
a thousand members. The: a\·crage mcmbc:'r
ship of the churches rcprcscmed is more: 
than 2,300. 
Th~ editOrials and conferences a_rc com

mendable, but when will this V2St group 
o f faithful scr\':mts be included on SBC 
committees :tnd boards?-Oooald 
Cochran, Fort Smith 

WHY PAY MORE 
FOR LIFE INSURANCE? 

VERY LOW NON.SMOKEA MONTHLY COSTI 
Age ~ ~ 
30 1.30 t4.30 
40 t0.30 11.10 
50 14.30 24.30 
60 20.30 41.10 
70 54.30 121.10 

PUASE CALL AOY NAPU:A, KHOXV'IU.I. TENN. 
TOll FAU: t~U4-0nt • H llb\..s.t. 

K~ c.ntr .. U... Ledngbon, KY ,.._.,. grldlcl 
~lh~lormi7'1232.~~ ... 
IQl )'MI' Ot'l't PYwmiuml incrMee ~ 10 915 Wid 
Nn~IIIYM.~r .... ~aboW 
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FAITH AT WORK 
LAST IN A SIX-PART SERIES 

'My child is making bad decisions' 
by Mark Kelly 
Contributing Editor, Ark2.nus Baptist 

There she stands. Your pride and joy. 
A beautiful 17-year-old. Brimming 
with youthful enthusiasm. Full of 
potential. Fairly bursting with energy. 

You 've done your best. You 've told 
her what she needs to know. You've 
tried to set a good example. Now she's 
testing her wings. And it 's got you 
worried. 

You're afraid she's making some 
serious mistakes. She's rejected college 
out .of hand . She's dating a boy you 
don' t approve of- a dropout and 
drinker. They seem to be gelling 
serious. You 're afraid she' ll get preg
nant and have to get married. 

What do you do? Lecture? Scold? 
Lay down the law? Intervene? 

Parents tend to overprotect and con
trol a child at the very point she needs 
to be exploring and experiencing life 
for herself, says Glen McGriff, director 
of the Ministry of Crisis Support for 
the Ark2nsas Baptist State Convention. 

McGriff says many families make the 
mistake of trying to parent a teenager 
like they did when she was a small 
child. They lecture her on values. They 

to resist their instinct to overprotect nd 
control. Instead, he says parents 
should focus on facts and get their 
teenager to think for herself. 

If parents can get a teenager to 
explain for them the facts of the situa· 
tion that have the parents worried, 
then they can ask the teenager to 
express her own feelings about those 
facts, McGriff says. They can lead her 
to think for herself about the possible 
consequences of the choices before 
her. They can help her discover for 
herself the ways she may be unrealistic 
about the sit uation . 

If parents do not get "preachy" or 
become threatening, they usually can 
get their teenager to think for herself 
and look at her own values and goals, 
McGriff says. Many times, the truth 
will break through, and the young per
son will come up with a decision of 
her own that is surprisingly consistent 
with her parents' values. 

McGriff suggests a rule of thumb for 
parents co ncerned abou t their 
teenager 's choices: Explore what she 
feels before you say what you feel. 
Turn the discussion away from per· 

sonalities and toward the teen 's 
perception of fact s and feelings. Con· 
cemrate on enabling her to make a 
wise decision , rather than on getting 
her to do what you want. 

Many parents find it hard to accept 
that parenting is only for a period , 
McGriff observes. In most cases, that 
period lasts only about 12 years. At 
that point , parents must set out to 

move their child toward indepen· 
dence. A successful transition turns 
parents into friends . 

·'Our goal is to move from a paren
ting process to a friendship with our 
adult children," McGriff points out. 
"We arc trying to help that person 
become a good decisionmaker. \Ve 
want her to explore what she thinks, 
feels , and really wants. Then she can 
decide whether the choice before her 
is really a path to what she wants o r 
a barrier. 

"Our contro l of a teenager is very 
limited anyway. If we have taught her 
well , and if she has confidence in us , 
we can give her more and more power 
to make her own choices, based on 
what she has observed in us." 

tell her what she ought to think or do . .------------------------------, 
And if she doesn' t seem inclined to do 
what they want , they step in and try 'J feel guilty . .. , 
to do it for her. Guilt feelings often overwhelm their motives In ra1smg the child, 

A teenager rightly resents such parents who see their adult children even if the outcome is not what they 
interference, no matter how well in· ma.klng bad choices. Many are tor· bad hoped . 
tended. She has heard the lectures tured by the question : " Where did However, some parents may reallzc 
before. She knows what her parents we go wrong?" they failed to set a good example or 
want even before they tell her. Ironical- Feelings of guilt usually are based help their child learn to become a 
ly, she probably would want much the on irrational emotions, not reallty, good declslonmaker. In that case, 
same things, given a chance to think says Glen McGriff, director of the McGriff urges parents 10 
It through fo r herself. Ministry of Crisis Support for the acknowledge their failure and seek 

The atmosphere has been poisoned, Arkansas Baptist State Convention. forgiveness. Even that failure, though, 
however, by her parents' reluctance to The feelings arise from a natural con- does not make parents responsible 
recognize her need to make her own cern and sense of responsibility. for their adult child's bad choices. 
choices. She becomes defensive. They Parents whoSt: children are making Under no drcums~nces should 
try to break through those defenses. bad choices must recognize they are parents use past failures as an excuse 
The conflict intensifies and escalates not responsible for their offsprings' to intervene and rescue their child 
into a power struggle. To prove her decisions. No matter how good-or from the consequences of a bad 
independence, she does exactly what bad-a job parents do, their adult choice. Even though suffering will be 
her parents forbid . Everyone will suf- children stiU are responsible for their Involved, the best way for that child 
fer the consequences. own decisions, McGriff observes. to learn life's hard lesson Is 10 strug-

When an older teenager begins mak- Parents who did their best must trust gle and discover It for herself. 
ing bad choices, McGriff urges parents '---------------------------_J 
Page 6/ May 23, 1991 ARKANSAS BAPTIST NEWSMAGAZINE 



L~adership Profile for ABSC Nominating Committee 
Members of the Nominating Committee for the 1991 Arkan

sas Baptist State Convention want Arkansas Baptists to sub
mit names of persons for that committee to consider when 
they bring the convention nominations for state committees 
and boards. 

This recommendation will not insure nomination, bu t the 
committee will consider each recommendation. The commit-

tee will not contact any person recommended until they approve 
the nominations. 

The Nominating Committee will hold its first meeting July 12 
and needs all recommendations no later than June 14. 

Members of the committee: Johnny Ross, chairman: Bill Bled
soe; Mark Tolbert; Carl Fawcett; G.B. Hambrick; Harry Smith; 
Stephen Davis; George O'Neal; and David Tate. 

June 14 is the deadline for recommendations 

Nominee ---------- layperson ( ) Minister ( ) Age - - --- Occupation ----

Address --------- - City ---------- Zip - - --- Phone -----

Member of what church? ______________ Association - - ------------

Current leadership responsibilities 

Professional _____________ _ ____ ________________ _ 

Civic 

Church ---------------------- --------------

Association ---------------- -------------------
State or SBC Boards _ ______________________________ _ 

Past leaderahlp experience (within last five years) 

State or SBC Boards ____________ _ __________________ _ 

Association ------- ------------- - --------------

Local Church 

Personal 

This person 's greatesl contribution, based on his or her 
past record, knowledge, and experience, should be In the area of - -------- ------- - - ---

15 this person currenlly active In a local church? ------- ------ ------- -----

Is this person able to be away from family and work 
for at least one or two days three limes a year? --------------------------

Give lhe name and phone number of at least one person 
who knows of the nominee's Involvement in Baplist life 
beside his or her paslor or director of missions. ___ ______________________ _ 

On a scale of 1 to 10, how would you rank this person 's underslandlng of 
and commitment to the way Southern Baptists work together? (Circle) 

Check lhe board, committee or commission on which you believe this person could best serve. 

Boards of trustees 
( ) Executive Board 

Committees and Commlaalon 
( ) History Commission 
( ) BSU Advisory Commlnee 

s" 1 

( ) Children's Homes & Family Mlnislries 
( ) Foundalion 
( ) Bapllst Memorial Health Care Syslem, Memphis 
( ) Christian Civic Foundation 

( ) Mlnlslry of Crisis Support Advisory CommiHee 
( ) Constllutlon and Bylaws CommiHee 
( ) World Hunger CommiHee 

( ) Ouachila Bapllsl Unlverslly ( ) Convenlion Program CommiHee 
( ) Williams Baptist College 
( ) Arkansas Baptist Newsmagszine 

10 

Mall this sheet to: 
Johnny Ross, chairman 
c/o Executive Director 
ABSC, P.O. Box 552 
LIHle Rock, AR 72203 

Signed -------::,":-:-.,.-,-~-:-......,--""""'-::--:.,::-,.-._,..,.,--:-...... =::: .... c::l- - ------
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Address _______________ ________ _ 

---------- ---- Zip -------City 

Telephone 
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LOCAL & STATE 
Arkansas All Over 

People _ 

Jon Woods will join 
the suff o f Baring 
Cross Church in 
North little Rock 
june 2 as associate 
pasto r of youth and 
activities. A native of 
Huntsville, Texas, he 
will graduate from 
SOuthwestern Baptist 
Theological Semi
nary this month. 

Ken Bunch is serving as pastor of First 
Church in Fouke. 

john Wright, who recently resigned as 
pastor of First Church in Little Rock, began 
serving May 5 as interim pastor of Second 
Church in Hot Springs. 

OBITUARY 

Frances Crawford 
Frances M. Crawford, whose 50 

years of service m Ouachita Baptist 
Univer.;ity had made her a campus 
l<:gend, di~d May I at age 94. A native 
of Arkadelphia, she had known every 
president in Ouachita's history, 
including Or. j ohn William Conger, 
who became the school's first presi
dent in 1886. 

" Miss Fr.mces," as she was called by 
those who knew her, was a 1918 
gnduate of what was then Ouachita 
Baptist College. Her long career at the 
school began in 1926 , when she 
became secreury w the president, Dr. 
A.B. Hill . 

Ten yean later, she became rcgis1rar, 
a post she held for 26 years. In 1962, 
she was named director of Ouachita's 
Former Students Association 2nd 
Placement Office, where she con
tinued to serve on a full time o r part 
time basis until she retired in 1977. 
Frances Crawford Dormitory was 
named In her honor in 1970. 

Her funeral services were held May 
3 at First Church in Arludclphla, 
where she wa.s a member. Memorials 
may be made to either the church o r 
10 OBU. 

L-------------------~ 
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MILLIE GILL 

WUIIam Merritt has resigned as pastor of 
Oppelo Church because of health 
conditions. 

Francis McBeth, the lena Goodwin Trim
bl~ p~fessor of music at Ouachita Baptist 
University, has been elected vice-president 
of the American Bandmasters Associalion, 
an association o f bandmasters in America 
whose membership is by invitation onl)'· 

Bob Endel recently celcbr:ued five years 
of scrv_ice as music and youth director of 
Salem Church , Benton. 

Jerry Parks has joined the staff o f 
Barcelona Road Church at Denron as part
time minister of )'Outh . 

WJ. "Wimpy" Hendricks o f Arkadel
phia died April 4 at age 77. He was a retired 
maintenance foreman with Ouachita Bap
tist University, having served for 35 years. 
He was a deacon of Riverside Church, 
Donaldson . Survivors arc his wife, 
Geraldine Pauerson Hendricks: two sons, 
W.J . "Sonny" Hendricks, and larry Hen
dricks; two daughters, Miriam Buck, and 
Georgia Cole; four brothers; and one sister. 

Charles Hampton is serving as interim 
pastor of Second Church in Arkadelphia. 

jim Sb2w will join the staff of Wynne 
Church June I as summer youth director. 
A native of M:ushall , Texas, he is a student 
at East Texas Baptist University. 

Lon Vining joined the staff of Clarendon 
First Church May 19 as minister of youth 
and music. He is a student at Ou:u:hiu Bap· 
tist University. 

John Holston will complete nine months 
of service May 31 as interim pasror of 
Amboy Church in North Little Rock. 

Wayne West has been called :ts pastor o f 
Amboy Church in North little Rock. He 
w ill ffiO\'C there from joplin, Mo. , where 
he has been scn ·ing as associate pastor of 
Calvary Church. 

Charles Bradley began serving May 19 as 
pastor of GrJcc Church, Augusta . coming 
there from Butler. Mo. 

Roger Wagner has resigned as minister of 
music and )'OUlh at First Church in Kcnseu. 

jerry and Linda Muse, members of First 
Church in Piggou. arc planning a july 
medical mission trip to Brazil. 

Clark Lassc began sen•ing May I as pastor 
o f First Church in Winslow. He is a graduate 

Indian Springs Church, Bryant, retired Its sanctuary Indebtedness with a notebunr
lng service April 7. The congregation curretiiiJ• Is constructing a family life/worship 
center with projected late summer completion date. !Jumtng tbe note {left to rlgiJt) 
were Don Lasiter, Chuck Pay ne, and Pastor Betmy Gram. Otbers parllclpalln$ were 
(left IO right) Richard Craft, PIJ/1 Hprrls, Tom Young, Derrc/1 Greene, Chris Reade, 
AI Dennis, and Steve Lawson. 
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of the University of Arkansas and Wester· 
minister Theological Seminaq• in 
Philadelphia , Penn. He has pas10 ral 
experience in Pennsylvania, Florida, and 
Ark:msas. Lasse is married to the former 
j oyce South. They have three children, 
Kara , Whitney, and jonathan. 

Mike: ~c: has accepted a call to join the 
staff of "First Church in Searcy as minister 
to youth and singles. He will come there 
from First Church in London, Ky. Lee is a 
graduate of Ouachita Baptist University and 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. 

~c: Dobson is serving as music and youth 
director for Fellowship Church, Wilcher· 
viHe. He previously served on the staff of 
First Southern Church , Central. 

Paul Scantling is se rving as pastor of 
Calvary Church ncar Booneville. He ;md 
his wife, Kim, have a son, Phillip. 

Missy Collier. a junior at Ouachita Bap· 
tist University, and Doug Compton, a 
sophomore at OBU, will se rve as sumnier 
youth interns :u Baring Cross Church , 
North Little Rock. 

Trc Cates began serving Ma}' 5 as minister 
of music and youth at First Church in 

Hazen, going there from North Main 
Church in Sheridan . 

Larry Page, newly elected director of 
Arkans:1s Christian Civic Foundation, was 
o rdained to the gospel ministry May 19. at 
South Highland Church in Little Rock 
where he is a member. Don Moore, AOSC 
executive director, preached the ordination 
message. Others on program included 
Pastor Mark Tolbert; o rdained men of the 
church;john Finn, retired executive direc· 
tor of the Christian Civic Foundation; and 
Harry Trulove, president of Arkansas Bap· 
tist Foundation . Specia l music was 
presented by Page's daughter, Sarah. 

Wilbur Herring of j onesboro, interim 
pastor of Wynne Church and pastor 
emeritus of Central Church in jonesboro, 
was in Dallas, Texas, May 19 at Park Ci ties 
Church, where he preached at the evening 
worshi p service and spoke to the Bcrean 
Bible Class, for which he was the first 
teacher prior to entering the Na\'Y during 
World War II . 

Donna Bowman has resigned as youth 
minister at First Church in Heber Springs 
to join the staff of First Church in Stephen
ville. lC.xas, as minister of students. 

The churches o[Cerrtral Association dedicated a new Baptist Center ministry at Dlx· 
otwllle April 21. The cotmmmlty. located ltJ em Isolated area between Benton and 
Malvern, bas been tbe site of summer feeding programs tbe last two years under tbe 
leadership of Dltma Lewis, assoclatlonal church and commtmlty ministries director. 
Four professions of fa lib have resulted from the feeding ministry, wblcb Is Intended 
to supplement tbe diets of disadvantaged children wbo do not receive nutritious school 
meals tlurlng the summer months. Tbe new ministry w ill Include weekly worship ser· 
vices, a clotbescloset, and a food pantry. james Swedenburg. Cerrtml association direc
tor of missions, tmd Tim Reddin, pastor of Barcelona Road Cburcb '" Hot Springs 
VIllage, were among tbose portlclpatlng In tbe dedlcotlon sertJICe. 
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Byron Allen has resigned as pastor of East 
Side Church in Mountain Home to take ear
ly retirement. He and 'his wife, Pat , wiH 
reside in TCX2S. 

·Dwayne Oxner has resigned as youth 
director at Dermott Church 10 move to Fort 
Worth, Texas. 

Keith Baker has joined the staff of Walnut 
Street Church in jonesboro as summer 
children's intern. 

Tommy Cunningham has resigned 2s 
pastor of Life Line Church in Little Rock, 
effeC(ivejune 2, following more than four 
years of service. He has accepted a call to 
serve as pastor or· First Church in West 
Memphis. 

David L. tuy is serving as pastor of North 
Side Church in Monticello. 

Todd Parr has joined the staff of Grace 
Church in Camden as youth minister. He 
is a student at Ouachita Baptist University . • 

Aubrey Neal began serving May 5 as 
pastor of Gilmore Church , coming there 
from Monroe Church. 

Frank Shook is serving as pastor of Bat
son Church, Oz.2rk, having previously scrv· 
ed there from September 1987 to july 1989. 

Bob Shelton b~gan serving May 20 as 
pastor of First Church in Alma, , coming 
there from First Church in Bn.nch . 

Mr. and Mrs. Hulen Faulkner of Manila 
celebn.ted their 50th wedding anniver'S2ry 
April 26. They were honored, April 27 in 
the fellowship hall of First .Church of 
Manila , where he serves as 2 "deacon. He 
is a retired banking officer, and she is a 
retired schoolteacher. They h2vc two sons, 
George and Bill Faulkner, 2nd five 
grandchildren. 

Briefly 

Indian Springs Church, Bryant, observ
ed "Good News" Sunday April 21 with 
:~ctivitles that indud~d a b2nquet in the 
f2mily Ufe/v.rorshlp center. Rick C2.1dwell 
was speaker. Benny Grant is p1510r. 

Amboy Church in North Little Rock par
ticipated In North Pul2ski Association's 
World Missions Conference May 16-19. 
Speakers 2t Amboy Church Included Con
way Sawyers, retired director of the ~tis 

sions Oq>:~nment of Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention; Paul Rhode; foreign mls· 
slonary to Guy2na; Gary Hargrove, home 
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LOCAL & STATE 
missionary in Florida; and James johnson , 
fo~ign missionary to Nigeria. John Holston 
is the church's inte rim pastor. 

Charleston First Church observed 
Instrumentalist Sunday April2 1, recogniz
ing organist Linda Neiss! for 25 years se r 
vice, and pianist Beuy Van Meter fo r 23 
years service. The two were presented pla
ques and honored at a reception. 

Leslie First Church was in a revival April 
28·May 1 led by William Blackburn of Fort 
Smith, evangelist , and Mike Reynolds of 
Sikeston, Mo., music director. Pastor Joe 
Bagwell reported 36 professions of faith 
and 28 rededications. 

Springdale Flrst Church observed Nor
man and Ruth Marie Crowder Sunday April 
28 in recognition of his retirement as 
business administrator, following more 
than eight years of service. 

Henderson Flrst Church held a spr ing 
rev ival that resulted in eight professions of 
faith and one addition by letter. Ron Berry 
of Newport was evange li st. Carl Hud
dleston is pastor. 

Hunlg First Church was in a revival April 
21-25 led by evangelist Don Phillips, pastor 
of Calvary Church, East Camden, and wor
ship leader Michael Bridges o f First 

Church, Princeton, Texas. Pastor Ron Cur· 
tis reported 21 professions of faith and two 
add itions by lcuer. 

Calvary Church in Dardanelle ordained 
lCrry Dunn , Denn)' Robinson, and Jim 
Sanders to the deacon minis try April 28. 

Central Church in North Little Rock 
youth and adults recently participated in 
a week long retreat to Panama City, Fla .. 
that resulted in four professions of faith , 
one commitment to a vocational minist ry, 
and 15 rededications. Mike Landrum of 
Lake Wate r, Fla., was retreat speaker. 

Warren First Church recently par
ticipated in a world missions conference 
that resulted in two commitments to mo re 
personal witnessing, two decisions o n 
seeking God's leadership into full time mis
sions work , and a commi~mcnt by Chip 
Arnold to the preaching mini ;try. The con
gregation also is studying the poss ibilit )' of 
a miss ion project in Bland Count y, Va . 

Blytheville First Church hosted an C\'en
ing fe llowship May 12 in recognition of five 
years of se rvice by Pastor Larry Kind rick 
and his family. 

Cass Chapel recent ly completed a four 
day revival that resulted in nine professions 
of faith. Wayne Myers from ncar Biloxi, 

Highland Hills Cburcb, Texarkana, held a noteburnlng and baptismal scene dedica
tion serolce Aprll 21. Tbe Indebtedness was on educational space, constructed In 1984. 
The 3,000 square foot adult educatlatJal space Included seven Sunday School rooms 
and one assembly room. Tbe S 13,000 of promissory notes, purcbased by :he congrega
tion, were paid off In December 1990. The baptismal scene was painted by Katherine 
McRae. A new ~anctuary and office complex w ill be started In the near future. Speaker 
for the special occasion was Editor J. Everett Sneed. Pictured are A. A. (Buddy) Smeltz er, 
cbaltman oftbe building committee, jimmy Hickey, cbatn'nan of tleacons, m1d Pastor 
j ames Lindsey. 
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ft.Hss., was evangelist. Ron Clark is pastOr. 

Green Meadows Church at Pine Bluff 
held a potluck luncheon May 19 in recogni
tion of five years of service by Pastor 
Garland Brackett. 

South Highland Church in Little Rock 
launched a deaco n-):okefellow minister 
Mar 5 with a commitment commissioning 
service that included all deacons and 
rokefellows, as well as the congregation . 
Pastor Mark Tolbert led the service. 

1991 RA Congress 
In spite of heavy rains, Royal Ambassa

dor Congress did go on under restric
ted conditions with some 1200 boys in 

•

he OuachHa gym for Fri
day evening and Satur· 
day morning. April 
26-27. Arkansas RA 
counse lo rs did a 

superb job in guiding 
that many bars in ex
remely overcrowded 

facilities, acco rding to 
ABSC Brotherhood Di rector Glendon 
Grober. The winners of the Speakout Tour
nament were: 

Division I (lst-3 rd grades): 1st place, 
Michael Wasson; 2nd place, Darrel Harkins; 
3rd p lace, Chad Kennedy. 

Divisio n II (4 th -6 th grades): 1st p lace, 
Marty Wages and Jarod Rice; 2nd place, 
Chris Hughes; 3rd place, jeff Smith. 

Divis ion Ill (7th-9 th grades): No winner. 
Division IV (10 th-12th grades): 1st place, 

David Brundage. 
Although point tabulation was somewhat 

limited and difficult, the overall church 
winners were: First place, FBC Forrest 
Cit y; Second place, Second Baptist Church 
Forrest Cit)' ; Third place, Salem Baptist 
Church , Benton; Fourth place, Cedar 
Heights Bapt ist Church , N. Little Rock . 

OBU alumni 
gathering at SBC 

Ouachita Baptist Univers ity w ill hos t a 
fe llowship time for al umni , fo rmer 
st udents , and friends o f the school atten
ding the annua l meeting of the 199 1 
Southern Baptist Convention in At lan ta. 
The fellowship is scheduled for Thcsday, 
June 4 from 9-10 :30 p.m. following the 
eve rti ng session of the convention in the 
Essex Room o f the At lanta Regency Hote l. 

For more Information, Andy Wes tmo re
land, O BU d irector of alumni affairs , P.O. 
Box 3753 . Arkadelphia , AR 71923, 
telephone 246-453 1, e.xt. 308. 
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Martha Klrklar1d rehearses the mass choir 

Statewide young 
musicians festival 

The Statewide Young Music ians Fest ival 
drew 691 children in grades 4-6 fro m 34 
churches across Arkansas to Geyer Springs 
First Church in Lill ie Rock on Saturday, 
April 20. Martha Kirkland from the Bap· 
tist Sunday School Board in Nashville, 
Tenn., directed the mass choir rehearsal 
and closing worship cclebr.uion. Thirty· 
one choirs sang for adjudicat ion. ~tore than 
200 ad ul ts rounded out the to tal :men
dance to 900. 

Spo nsored b)' the state Church Music 
Department , thi s event combined the 
regio nal fes ti va ls into one big festival in an 
attempt to boost allcndancc and interest. 
The st.'lte Children's Cho ir Committee w ill 
evaluate whethe r to have the combined 
festi va l tri enniall y. 

Lords reappointed 
john and Lisa Lo rd were reappointed 

missionar ies by the Southern Baptist 
Fo reign Mission Board du ring its April 
meeting in Bahimo rc, Md. 

The Lo rds w ill li ve in Tanzaniza , 
whcrehc w ill start and develop chu rches. 

Born in OcQucen , Lord is a graduate of 
Louisiana College and Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary. 

Mrs. Lord, the former Lisa Steele, is a 
Louisiana nati ve and a gradu:ue of Lousian:l 
College. The Lords have three children . 
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Arkansans Praise 
1991 

New Baptist Hymnal 
"We are thrilled with the New Baptist Hymnal. The hymnal has great 

flexibility and is a great aid to worship. • Rusty Hart, Minister of Music. 
Central Baptist Church, North Little Rock, AR 

"Our congregation from the youngest to the oldest love it! I would 
recommend this hymnal to any congregation.· Don Half, Minister of Music, 

First Baptist Church, Nashville, AR 

"It is a book of our denomination at the heart of its people. This hymnal 
contains praise, worship and doctrine with many styles of music making it a 
book for the entire congregation." Richard Wade, Minister of Music, Second 

Baptist Church, Monticello, AR 

"It's a great hymnal! I'm very pleased at the amount of music available. The 
selection of the old hymns retained was well done and the new hymns are 

being well received. " Tom Wideman, Minister of Music, Second Baptist 
Church, Little Rock, AR 

"We began using our new hymnal on Easter Sunday and our folks are 
delighted. The supplementary resources, too, help make this the finest 

hymnal to be found for a Baptist Church to use in it's congregational 
services. " James Allcock, Minister of Music, First Baptist Church, 

Hope, AR 

Now stocked and available 
through your state 
BAPTIST BOOK STORE 

of Little Rock 
9101 West Markham-----Phone 225-6009 

We will ship or pick up in store and save freight charges 

9
efld. over Backwards to Pteaee )b 

,.. Crockett "' 
Business Machines 

• Postage Meters 
• Mailing Machines 

• Folding Machines 
• Mailing Scales 
• Labeling & 

Addressing 
Machines 

1800 Weet Third 
Uttle Rock, AR 72205 e 372·7455 

FLEET PRICES! 

-Churches can now buy at Fleet Prices 
on cars, trucks & vans through our 
commercial accounts department I 

Call Collect 1 'ONG 
Bill Massey L.; 

501-982-5848 11!!".!11~ 
AIRDASEEXIT ~~ 

JACKSOII\'I LLE AR 



Agency staff 
changes 

David Perry has been selected to fill the 
position of director of program and staff 
development for Arkansas Baptist 
Children's Home and Family Ministries, 
effective May 1. His responsibilities include 
supervision and coordination of direct ser
vices through the agency's area offices. 

FlymJ 

Perry has been director of the agency's 
Little Rock office since j anuary 1985 and 
has overseen operation of three of the 
agency's Emergency Receiving Homes. " I 

· look forward to new ministry oppor
tunities and especially the chance for in
creased involVement with the men and 
women of this agency who minister w 
children and families throughout the state,' ' 
Perry said. 

A native of Monahans, Texas, Perry is a 
gr.tduate of Baylor University in Waco, 
Tex2s, and the University of Georgia. He 
has been with Arkansas Baptist Children's 
Homes and Family Ministries since 1979. 

He and his wife, Lucia, have three 
children: Austin , Nathan, and Amanda. 

Johnny Biggs. agency director, com
mented, ''I'm grateful for David and for his 
proven abilities and commitment 10 our 
ministry 10 children and families.'· 

laking Perry's place as director of the Lit
tle Rock Area Office is Charles Fl)•nn, a 
Louisiana native. 

After sever:.ill years of service on the staff 
of various churches, he obtained his 
master 's of social work from Louisiana 
State University in an accelerated program 
w hile working at Lo uisiana Baptist 
Children's Home. 

Flynn is also a graduate of Nonheast 
Louisiana University and Southwestern 
Baptis t Theological Seminary. 

He and his wife, Lana, have four 
children: Nata.lie, Adam, Jared, and Caleb. 

"I'm thankful for the opportunily to 
work with Ark2nsas Baptists to reach out 
to families and children in need," Flynn 
said of his new position. 
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African Children's Choir 
by Lynda Hollenbeck 
Sped=-1 10 the Ark:.mn• 83plll l 

An uninfom1ed person would nc..'Ver have 
suspected the happy, energetic children 
performing April 21 in concert at Benton's 
First Baptist Church had ever known 
hunger or any form of misery. 

However, many of the 26 children com
prising the African Children's Choir have 
indeed been truly hungry. Some have 
wandered aimlessly in search of food . 
Some have seen their parents brutally kill
ed. Some have hidden in the African jungle 
10 escape tortures most people only read 
about in novels. 

But these children have been given a new 
beginning through the choir program. And 
whethe r they're singing in English o r 
Swahili , the message is cle.:.r: Their deep 
faith and Christian commitment arc alive 
and well. 

The African Children's Choir began in 
1984 as an out reach program of Friends in 
the West, an interdenominational relief 
agency founded by the Rev. Ray Barnett , 
whose story is depicted in "Where the 
Brave Dare Not Go" by Lela Gilbert. 
Members of Barnett's organization had 
worked among Uganda's persecuted Chris
tians on human rights issues during ldi 
Amin's re ign of terror during the 1970s. 

When the group's directOr, Gary Oliver, 
introduced the choir, he saJd: " If you came 
tonight to sec skinny, sad children, you're 
in the wrong place." 

The procession o f enthusiastic children 
who marched into the church shortly after
ward confirmed Oliver's s tatement. 

In an interview following the local con
cert , the director described his choir 

members as "very special children" who 
prove that entire regions can be helped 
" when you stan by helping one child at a 
time.' 

The chi ldren " show their love fo r God 
through their music" and have inspired 
man)' persons to choose lives of Christian 
service. Included in this number is a mis
sionary, assigned to Africa, who has started 
a choir for children with handicaps, he 
said. 

Oliver himself finds the performances 
inspiring. "There's nothing like African 
kids. They're very responsive. 

He teaches the songs to the children " by 
rotc" and says they arc " very bright" and 
can learn the music in a relatively short 
time. 

" Its unbelievable \Vhat God docs to peo
ple's hearts when they hear the children," 
Oliver said. "They become aware of what 
kids in o ther countrit:s face . and il's 
amazing to actually sec the joy in their 
hearts." 

The choir normally presents four con
certs c:tch week and tours for approximate
ly a year, Oliver said. A teacher travels with 
the group to provide instruction through 
an accelerated Christ ian program that per
mits simultaneous teaching of the varying 
ages and allows them to proceed at their 
own pace. 

Some of the children w ho have parents 
will rejoin their families after their tour 
with the choir, but most will live in a boar
ding school developed through the pro
gram. he said. Whatever their place of 
residence, their continued education is 
guar.mteed by the choir 's sponsoring 
organization. 
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The real thing 
50 area churches participate in jonesboro crusade 
by Curt Hodges 
S)M"clalto the ABN 

"He's real." "I t 
brouglu us together.'' 
" It will have a 
lasting , positive im
pact on the area." 

Those were among 
the comments of 
Southern Baptist 
pastors who par
ticipated in the jay 
St rack Northeast 
Arkansas Crusade 
he ld April 14-19 in 
the Arkansas State 
University Convoca-
tio n Center in 
jonesboro. jay Strack leads revival services In j onesboro. 

"I believe the 
crusade raised the God-awareness level of 
our whole area, and I believe the crusade 
will have a lasting impact o n the youth , 
especially,'' said j ames Strait, pasror of the 
North Main Church of jonesboro. " I 
believe all churches will feel some lasting , 
positive effect of the crusade." 

Rex Holt. pastor of Ccmral Church of 
Jonesboro, agreed with Strait and the 
assessmcm of other pastors whose chur
ches participated in the crusade. 

Area churches in the Mount Zion 
Association ''were drawn together in a 
single purpose" as never before, Holt said. 
''Seldom do Southern Baptis t churches get 
tOgether like that ," he said . " I sec that as 
one of the positive aspects of the crusade." 

More than SO chu rches of the association 
participated in the crusade. From those 
churches came the ushers, counselors , 
media workers, pastors and thousands of 
members who attended the six-night 
crusade. 

More than 600 decisions for Christ were 
made during the s ix nights. •·The re were 
more than 300 firs t-time decisions for 
salvat io n ," Pastor Holt said. Area churches 
felt the impact of those decisions last Sun
day with the public commitments for 
Christ and baptisms. 

Ho lt beli eves the greater impact of the 
crusade will be among the youth . " The 

\1 'ib OuA'ily 
V n Sales 

Used 12 and 15 passenger vans, special prices 
lo churches. 501-2684490, 1500 E. Raca, 
Searcy 72143. larry Carson 
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kids have changed," he believes, partly due 
to the fact that Strack was able to take his 
message about d ru gs and alcohol and his 
experiences coming from a broken home 
into most area high schools and junior high 
schools. 

That ponion of Strack's message also im
pressed Stan Ballard, pastor of the Net· 
ti etOn Baptist Church. 

"With Jay's ability to hold their attention 
and tell his personal story of dealing wi th 
d rugs and alcohol and his coming from a 
b roken home, I think he was able lO relate 
to many of the studems," Ballard said. 

"He was able tO sha re with the you ng 
people in their schools that there is hope. 
He couldn't say it there, but we know the 
hope is in the Lord ," Ballard said . " I think 
that part of his message will reall y be 
lasting.' ' 

" The best description I can give of him 
is that he's real," he added. 

While Strack was able to visi t most of the 
area schoo ls, "we could have gotten into 
many more," Holt said. " We're gratefu l for 
the pos itive response of officials of the 
schools. There just wasn't enough time.'' 

The jonesboro affiliate of ACTS, the 
American Christian Telc.-vision Service, 
recorded the jay Strack Crusade o n video 
:md plans to air it nationwide over the 
ACTS network in July. 

Church lock·lns and parties. baseball and soft-
ball batting cages, tennis, handball, basketball, 
exercise equipment, sauna, ping pong. etc ... 

Large groups. 
Saint Athletics Batting Range 

and Gold'l Gym 
Phone 568-2255•Bln5 (Hpr Spring• Rd. 

I 

The Arkansas Baptist 's 

CHURCH SERVICES 
DIRECTORY 

Accounting & Tax Service 
General Ledger Company, Inc. 
1501 N. University Ave., Suite 330 
Little Rock, AR 722U7 
501-664-5344 

Air Conditioning 
Grisham Air Conditioning 
505 Sixth Street 
Hot Springs, AR 71913 
Dale Kemp, Owner; 501-623-1202 

Book Stores 
Baptist Book Store (SBC) 
9101 W. Markham 
Little Rock, AR 72205 
501-250-6009 

Electrical Contractors 
Concord Electric Co. 
6114 Alma Highway 
Van Buren, AR 72956 
Hm: 501-474-9232; Olf: 474-3792 

Flowers 
Frances Flower Shop 
1222 West Capitol 
Little Rock, AR 72201 
501-372-2203 

Heating & Air Conditioning 
Cox Healing & Air Conditioning 
1612 Park Avenue 
Stuttgart, AR 72160 
673-2081 

Insurance 
Bob Stender - State Farm Ins. 
Auto - life - Home - Health - Boat· Aviation 
800 N. James, Jacksonville, Ark. 
982-9456 or 835-8150 

Mailing and Addressing Eqpmt. 
Crockett Business Machines 
1900 West Third 
L1ttle Rock, AR 72205 
501-372-7455 

Music & Sound 
Sigler Music Co. 
Fort Smith , Ark.; 501-783-1131 
Springdale, Ark.: 501-751-5961 
Sound Equip. Sold & Installed Yamaha, 
Peavey, Baldwin & Roland 
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ABN deals 
with deficit 

For the past five years, the Arkansas 
Baptist Newsmagazine, like many of its 
sister publications around the country, has 
been forced to deal with increasing 
C.XJXnScs and declining ~enucs. During 
this time period, the Newsmagazine had 
cx~nses in excess of revenues, but until 
1990 had ended the year with a positive 
operating balance because during the ear
ly 1980s the ABN had accumulated 
operating funds well in excess of expenses. 

During recent ye2rs, as the ABN sr.aff and 
bo2rd of trustees began to sec this trend, 
cost conuinmcnt programs were instilutcd 
in an effort to help the Newsmagazine stay 
in the bl2ck. 

However, all hough these programs were 
successful in bringing spending in line, 
rcvcpues continued 10 fall , :md the 
prelimin2ry audit report for 1990 fiscal 
yor shows that the ope~ting balance end
ed the year in the red. 

With that information in hand, the board 
and staff were forced to deal with several 
serious issues at a recent meeting, and the 
board adopted a plan to resolve the current 
defich and begin to bring one outstanding 
balance current . 

The plan includes not replacing three 
staff members who have left the employ· 
mc::nt of the Newsmagazine, not giving any 
r.tises for 1992, and mainuining a publica
tion schedule of every other week. 

However, there is good news to report . 

LOCAL & STATE 

College Digest 
Williams Baptist College 

Walkway completed-Williams Baptist 
Coll~c recently completed construaion of 
:m enclosed walkway that connects the 
Ma~e Student Center to the Southerland· 
Mabee Cemer, the campus' athelctic com
plex. The W2lkway, 80 feet long and 10 feet 
wide, was completed at a cost of S4 1,27). 

Libr2ry receives gr2nt-The Felix 
Goodson Library at Will iams Baptist Col
lege recent I)• received a S I ,000 g~nt from 
the Union Pacific Corporation , to assist 
with libr.tr)' acquisitions. 

Ouachita Baptist U11tverstty 
Ground-breaking-A ground-breaking 

ceremonr for a new 1,500-seat auditorium 
at Ouachita Baptist University was held 
Thursday, April 25 in the area across from 
Cone-Bottoms Hall on the main campus. 
The new 40,000 S<Juare foot facility will 
be joined to a renovated Verser Drama 
Center. Funds for the project were rccciv· 
ed from an anonymous donor. The pro· 
jected completion date for the auditorium 
portion of the ss.s million project is 
August 1992. 

Named to honor roll-Ouachita D:lp· 
tist University has been selected as a 
member o f the 1991 john 1i:rnpleton Foun
dation Honor Roll for Free l~nterprise 
Teaching. The honor roll, selected by col
lege presidents and academic de.ans, iden
tifies schools that have "an institutional 

commitment to trad itio nal Western 
political and economic philosophies." 

Early academic orientation-This 
summer, Ouachita Baptist University will 
offer three Early Academic Orientation 
(EAO) sessions for freshman and transfer 
students who will enter Ouachita this com
ing fall . The dates fo r the EAO's arc june 
IS, J uly 12, and August 3. For further in
fo rmation, contact the office o f vice
president fo r academic affairs, OBU, P.O. 
Box 3755; telephone 246-4531, cxl. 196. 

Pine Blu ff student e lected-By vote 
of the student body, Paul K. Williams of 
Pine Bluff, a junior )'Outh ministry major. 
has been eleaed as president of the Student 
Senate at Ouachita Baptist University for 
the 1991·92 academic year. 

Publications win awards-OBU's two 
student-run publications, the 98-ycar-old 
Signal ncwpaper and the Ouacbltonlrm 
yearbook, walked away fro m the Ark!lnsas 
College Media Association's annuaJ con
ference in Little Rock on ~Jay 3 with total 
of 22 awards for design , writing, and 
photography. The Signal received the top 
a\vard in college and university newspapers 
in Arkans:as with first place honors in 
general excellence. The 1990 OuaciJito
nlan was awarded third p lace in the 
general excellence catego ry. 

The 1990 Ouacbltonlan also recently 
was named a National Marketing Sample 
book by Walsworth Publishing Co. of Kan
sas City, Mo. Churches which have the Newsmagazine 

in their budgets, on an aver.tge, double the rl~--=====:::---:::--------~:::;--------.., 
missions offerings and give twice :ts much 
co the Coopcr.ttive Program as churches 
which do not receive the Newsmagazine 
(sec scory in May 9 , page 7 issue of ABN). 

The goal of the Arkansas Baptist 
Newsmagazine is 10 work with local chur
ches to fulfill the Great Commission. The 
ABN informs and inspires with local chur
ches and state updates and news from the 
home and foreign fields- but it also helps 
with the "gritty" p:m of missions and 
stewardship. 

The ABN board and staff wants Arkan
sas Baptists to be informed so they can pr-.ay 
effectively. Please pray that the ABN suff 
can fulfill its mission: t.o help local chur
ches fulfill the Grc:u Commission. 

Corrections 
The May 9 ABN should h:we listed Mrs. 
D.C. Ellen u an honoree of the Sesame 
Club of fordyce and noted that Pine Oluff 
Second Church dedicated a family/youth 
center May S. 
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OBU Campus 
July 22-26 

Sing • Crafts • Recreation 
Worship • Music Classes 

Bible Study 
and the most popular class 

'It UKULELE 'It 

over 
Special GuesJ 

Picnic a t DeGray Wee Kent 
~---------------------------~~-------8-l•m_l_ng~h_•_m_.A_I_•· ____ ~ 

Contact the Church Music Department for 1990 video 
376-4791, ext. 5121 
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CP rankings announced 
Five Arkansas Baptist Stau: Convention 

churches arc Included in the top 100 chur
ches in Coopcn.tive Program gifts nation
wide, according to a lc:uer received by Don 
Moore from )ames l. Powell. Powell is ex
ecutive vice-president , Coopen.t.ive Pro
gram Promotion, SBC Stewardship 
Convention. 

According to Powell, the Information on 
these churches came from the Uniform 
Church Leuen of 1989-1990. The repon 
also Indicated the total church membership 
of each church as well as the ranking of 
these churches In 1989 2nd 1990 in 
Coopen.tive Program giving. 

The Cooperative Program is the channel 
through which Southern Baptist churches 
support mission work in Arkansas, the 
United States and around the world in over 
120 countries. Through the Cooperati\'e 
Program, Southern Baptists are able to sup· 

port more than 8,000 foreign and home 
missionaries, six semlnuies, the Radio and 
Television Commission, and other agencies 

an~h~~~~~ri~~e ' Cooperative Program, 
Arkansas churches support two colleges, 
the Arkansas Children's Homes and Fami· 
ly Ministries, the Arkansas Baptist 
Foundation, the Arkansas Baptfst 
Newmagazi,Je, and 12 departments of 
work assigned w the Executive Bo2rd. 
These departments provide training for 
church and assoclatlonal leadership, BSU 
programs across the state, new mission 
sites, language work, special mission 
ministries, and many other programs for 
Arkansas churches. 

The five Arkansas churches listed in the 
report , their total members, 1990 
Cooperative Program gifts, and the 1990 
ranking arc listed below. 

Cburcb Members CP Gifts Ranlllng 

lmmanuel, Unle Rock 4278 1412,832 13 
Geyer Springs, Fin< 3775 328,203 25 
!':Irk Hill, N. Liu1e Rock 3465 234,920 69 
Grand Avenue, Ft. Smith 4135 228,987 7~ 
Springdale, Firs! 5755 200,000 100 

BOLD MISSION THRUST 

Prayer requests 
Give ear to my words, 0 
Lord; consider my 
meditation. Hearken umo 
he voice of my cry, my 
ng, and m)' God: for un

to thee will I pray. M)' voice 
shalt thou hear in the morning, 0 Lord; 
in the morning will I dire" m)' prayer un
to thee, and will look up" (Ps. 5:13 KJV). 

Give thanks to God fo r answered 
prayer in behalf of the BYW Mission Team 
that served In Eureka Springs May 3·5. 
The eight-member team sponsored a 
Kids' Korner at the War Eagle Craft Fair. 
More than 100 faces were painted and 
puppet shows were held throughout the 
day. Both activities focused on th.e Jove 
of jesus. A Sunday morning worship ser
vice for crafters had 27 In attendance. 
Continue to pny for Amy Hester, US-2 
resort missionary, as she coordinates 
Ourk Mountain Ministries activities this 
summer and the volunteers that will be 
working with her. 

ARKANSAS BAPTIST NEWSMAGAZINE 

Praise: Chaplain (Col.) Kenneth Robcn
son has overcome seemingly insur
mountable odds ro survive a massive 
heart attack and receive a heart 
transplant. He and his wife an: grateful for 
the thousands of Christian people who 
have prayed for them during their long 
and faithful journC}' since )an. 6 . 

Give thanks for the six new Christians 
at the Dixsonville Baptist Center. Pray for 
the ministry there as it disciples these 
new persons in Christ. 

Please pray for Felipe Soto, new pastor 
among Hispanics in Hope. Pra)' for those 
who have been reached through this 
ministr)' and the 45 who have trusted 
jesus Christ as Savior, as they arc dlscipl· 
ed In their faith . 

Continue to pray for our search process 
to call a new director for the Migrant Mis· 
slon Center at Hope. 

Pr:~y for Central Baptist Association's 
Summer Feeding Project for children in 
Hot Spring County th:tt will ta.ke place the 
weeks of june 24-28 andju1y 15-19. Pray 
that many children will be: reached 
through Bible stories and songs, :ts well 
il5 the nutritious meals. 

Looking Ahead 

May 
23 Aduh ·choir Festivals, jonesboro 
t.f"alnut Street Church, Magnolia Central 
Church (M) 

28-31 Student Summer Missionary Orien
t ion, North Pulaski Association Camp, 
Mills Valley (Ms) 

30.31 Student Sununer Missionary Super· 
visors Meeting, North Pulaski Association 
Camp, Mills Valley (Ms) 

June 
1 Disaster Relief Tn.ining, Little Rock 
(Bhd) 

4-6 Southern Baptist Convention, Atlatl· 
ta (SBC) 

1·8 GA Mother-Daughter Camp (gn.des 
1-3), Camp Paroll (WMU) 

14-15 GA Mol her-Daughter Camp (grades 
1-3), Camp Paroll (WMU) 

17·21 Super Sununer Ark2nsil5, Ouachita 
Baptist Ulllverslly (Ev) 

17-21 RA Camp, Camp Parotl (Bhd) 

18·19 RA Man and Boy Camp,' Camp 
Parotl (Bhd) 

24·27 Young Musicians Camp, Ouachita 
Baptist Ulllverslly (M) 

July 
8 Pre-Retirement Seminar, El Dorado 
First Church (SIA) 

8·9 Student Summer Missionaries Mid· 
Summer Retreat , (Ms) 

8-10 GA Mini-Camp (3rd-6!h grades), 
Camp Paron (WMU) 

9 Pre-Retirement Seminar, jonesboro 
Ce11tral Cburcb (SIA) 

10 Pre-Retirement Seminar, Little Rock 
Baptist Medical Center (SIA) · 

10-12 GA Mini-Camp (3rd-6!h grades), 
Camp ParotJ (WMU) 

11 Pre-Retirement Seminar, Roger First 
Cburcb (S/A) 

Abbnw latlons: 

Ad. Admlnlstmtlon,· Bbd • Brolbn"bood: CL • 
Cburcb LMMrsblp,· ur · Dlsclplnbtp 'llTtlnlng; 
Eu. Evangelism; M • Muslt: Mn · Missions; SS 
• Sunday Scbool; SIA • S~rdsblp/Annulty; Stu 
• Stud~nt; WMU • \fbman~ Missionary Union 
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ACTS affiliates honored 
Three Arka nsas affiliates were honored 

a1 the s ixt h annual American Christ ian 
Television S)'Stcm Awards ceremony at 
Travis A\•cnuc Baptist Church, Fort \Vorrh , 
'll'xas , April 25 . 

Little Rock ACT'S was awarded Program 
of the Year and Best Educ:uionai/Informa
tional Program for "PowcrSo urce : 
Satanism-Thc Scducrion of the Super
natural." produced by joel Slrickland. Lit
tle Rock ACTS :t lso took top honors in the 
religious se ries area for "jusl Kids," pro
duced by linda Bcnnclt . 

ACTS of Texarkana received top honors 
in 1hc best human interest series ca1cgory 
for "Positive Altcrnalivcs" and best even t 
coverage series fo r ' 'Tcxark.1na Game of the 
Week." 

ACTS of Springdale took first place in the 
best Christ ian message and best spot of the 
year c::uegories for "A Special Place." The 
Springdale affi li ate also was nominated for 
two other awards. 

Other Arbnsas affi li ates nominated for 
awards were ACI'S of Fon Smith, ACTS of 
Pine Bluff, and ACTS of jonesboro. 

ACTS is a 24 -hour-a-day television net
work owned anti operJted by the Southern 
Baptist Radio and Te levision Commission . 
The network offers religious and family
oriented programming access ible tO 7.2 
milHon cable tekvision households and 2.5 
miUion other households via fu ll-and low
power television stations. 

Arkansas rulrmers at the Sixth Armua/ 
ACT.5 Awards were (clockwise from f ront 
center: lim/a Bennett, Little Rock ACT.5; 
j oel Strickland, Lillie Rock ACTS; Gary 
Umlenvood, AC1S of1i!."':llrkrm tl; Dan Per
ryman, ACTS of Springdale; and jack 
jolmson, presideNt, AC7S network and 
SBC Radio and 7eteulslon <;ommission. 

~ Ward Bus Sales, Inc. 
~ P.O. Box 1466 
FJI Conway, AR_72032 • 501 -329-9874 

Transportation Needs for Churches-

Shared growth for 
ministers, mates 

Christ ian ministry is demanding. Cla ims 
by individuals, church, communit y, and 
family tend to drain the minister and his 
mate and can lead to burnout or o ther 
emotional or physical problems. Ministry 
couples need periods of refreshing, 
renewal , and growth. 

One of the efforts to meet the needs of 
ministers and their mates is the Personal 
Growth for Ministers and Mates Con
ference. Terry Peck, Baptist Sunday School 
Board consultant , will lead the conference. 

The purpose of the meeting is to provide 
the ministry couple with a sh;ucd personal 
growth experience in a supponivc context . 
The intent is to stimulate understanding of 
self, relationships, support needs , and ro le 
expectations. 

The conference will be held june 24-25, 
at Immanuel Church , little: Rock. Rcgistra· 
tion deadline is june 1, and enrollment will 
be limited to 25 couples. For more infor
mation, contact, LB. jordan, Church 
Leadership Support Department, P.O. Box 
552 , Little Rock , AR 72203; telephone 
376-4791. ext. 5148. 

A Symbol 
To Dep~nd On. 

Grillin Leggett 
Hcalcy<&>Rolh 

Forest Hills 
Mcmorral l'rt rk 

Supplied by Ward Bus Ssles, Inc. of Conway, AR 
Do your church members have the " van syndrome,'' dif· 
ficult if not inaccessible entry for seniors, cramped and 
uncomfortable seating, low overhead room, no luggage 

space? We have the solution, the El Oorado mini·bus Gril. ~i· l·l··-~·e··.W .. ' •. c.·._ll···/··!·\···c··.s .. · .. t ... H. ills 
solves all of these problem areas with its full size bus ~- _ _ -· 
features. You will be impressed at its advantage over a G 
van, and ils compelilive price. Also a commercial 1~0~~ 

For more drivers license is not required for the operator. 1--·uN I ·:I~A~ ..... Hl"~ME 

Information or ... ~e. w~.utd .~_.~~~ . f~ . •h.o": tf .to .yo~.'~":,~_ ~~~d:~ ~!!!!~~~~~~~!!!!!~ 
demonstration, Church name and con tact person; : For $25 aee lhe Great Pe18lon Play & 

please return the Address; stay at Keller's Country Dorm Resort 

Information requuted torG~?,~~~:~~~oo~;,~:·.~~::~~s , Ark . 
Or C8JI US at Telephone: $9 tickets, cheeseburger cool<oul, dessef1 

1 800 364 9001 and breakfast All incfudedl 
L--·--· --·--..J ..................... .. , . , ..... , .. , ........ .. .. , ... .. .. L--__;C;,;;all..;,50;.;,f·.:,:253-.:.;84;.;,t.:.8 ;::iod::!ay;_l --..J 
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NATION 

Cooperative Baptist Fellowship formed 
by Mark Wingfield 
SBC llomr Mlulon Board 

ATLANTA (BP)-Aftcr 12 )'C:trs of hard 
labor, Somhcrn Baptist " moderates·· gave 
birth to a new religious body called the 
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship Ma)' It. 

However, those w ho birthed this infant 
organization and those who observed the 
binh offered diffcrcm asscssmcms on what 
had been born . Some called it a new 
denominatio n, others called it the precur
sor to a denomination, while still o thers 
called it a fellowship or renewal movement 
within the Southern Baptist Com•cnt ion. 

less than one momh before the "conscr
vativc"-comrollcd Southern Baptist Con
vent ion holds its an nual meeting in At lan
ta , more than 6.000 "moderates" g:uhcrcd 
in the same c it y to form the Coopcr.uivc 
Baptist Fellowship. 

Regardless of pe rspect ive, the new 
fellowship bears many characteristics of a 
denomination or convention. Participants 

been given th rough BCMP as o f April 30. 
The major s ingle amendment approved 

fro m the noor was to change the name of 
the organization. The interim steering com
mittee had recommended n2ITling the 
group "United Baptist Fellowship." 

Due to concerns the fellowship would 
be confused with United Baptists in some 
areas of the United States, the alternate 
name was chosen . 

Here arc o ther highlights of the approv· 
cd consti tution and bylaws: 

-Membership in the fellowship is defin
ed by financial contribu tion, ahhough no 
minimum contribution is stated. A portion 
of the bylaws designating individuals, chur
ches and institutions giving S 1,000 o r more 
as " fo unding members" and those givi ng 
S 100 or more as "sustaining members" was 
deleted . 

-The group wi ll be governed by a 
moderator, moderator-elect and recorder 
who will serve w ith a 79-membcr coor-

dinating council. 
-An administrative committee w ill con

duct business between the quarterly 
meetings of the coordinating council. 

-All meetings of the fellowship, its coor
dinating council , administr.uivc commit
tee and all subcommittees c.xccpt the 
nominating commiuec arc required to be 
open meetings. 

-The coordinating council has authority 
to amend the bylaws upon a two-thirds 
vote if necessary to meet legal requirements 
for incorporation or to obtai n tax-exempt 
status. 

-Bylaws call for five ministry groups: 
world missions, literaturt:, ethics and public 
policy, thcologic:tl educadon , :md equip
ping the laily. 

-Addidonally, the coordinating council 
is virtually a self-perpetuating board. 

Four regional dusters-Northeast , Mid
Atlantic, Midwest and West- have three 
representatives each . 

ap~~~~~stitu t i on and bylaws and plan to ,---------------------------, 
seck incorporation in the state of Georgia; 

-a three-track funding mechanism with 
a proposed operat ing budget of 5545,336; 

-formation of a missions coordinating 
council tO be led by a pe rmanent direc10r 
wi th a 199 1-92 budget o f S507,295; 

-support for 12 home and foreign mis· 
sions projects . 

John Hewett , pasror of First Baptist 
Church in AshcvHie, N.C., was elected 
moderato r of the group. He replaces Daniel 
Vestal , pastor of Dunwoody Baptist Chu rch 
in suburban Atlanta, who had been chair· 
man of the imerim stee ring commiu ee of 
The Baptist Fellowship s ince last August. 
John McClanahan , Pine Bluff, was am ong 
those elected state/regional representatives, 
and wi ll serve :1 one-year term. 

With the formation o f the Cooperative 
Oaptist Fellowship, The Baptist Fellowship 
ceased to exis1. The Iauer group had been 
formed last August at a meeting of 
"moderates" in Atlanta :1fter VesL'li'S defeat 
by conservati ve paStor Morris Ch:1pman for 
the presidency o f the SDC. 

Another o rganization formed at last 
year's "moderate" convootion also will be 
merged into the new Cooperative Oaptist 
Fellowship. The Cooperative Baptist Mis
sions Program Inc. w:lS established as an 
alternative missions funding program for 
individuals and churches choosing not to 
give through the SDC Cooperative 
Program. 

Outgoing BCMP c h airman Grady 
Cothcn , former Baptist Sunday School 

Steering committee statement 
ATlANTA (BP)-Format ion of the 

CooperJ tive Baptist Fe llowship docs not 
stem from " petty rivalry," according to 
a statement presented by the interim 
steering commi ttee of The Baptist 
Fellowship, precursor to the new group. 

The s tatement identified six areas 
where " moderates" differ with the con
servatives who have gained control of the 
Southe rn Baptist Convention in the past 
12 years : 

I. Dible. "The Bible neither claims nor 
revea ls inerranC)' as a Christian teaching. 
Bible cl:lims must be based on the Bible, 
not o n human interpretat ions . 

Inerrancy-generally defined as the 
belief that the Bible is literally true in 
evc r)' th ing it _says-was the rallying cry 
for "conse rvatives" as they gained con· 
tro l of presidential appo intive powers in 
the SBC. 

2. Educalion . " Fundamentali s ts 
educ:ue by indoctrination ... We seck to 
enlarge and build upon such truth as we 
have." 

3. Mission. "Fundamentalists m:a.ke the 
miss ion assignment narrower than Jesus 
did . They allow their emphasis on direct 
evange li sm to undcrcut other biblical 
ministries o f mercy and justice. This nar
rowed definition o f what a missionary 
ought to be and do is a contention bet · 
ween us." 

4. Pastor. " They argue the pastor 

should be the ruler of a congregation . 
Our understa nding of the ro le of the 
pas tor is to be a servant /s hepherd." 

5. Women. The statement said "conser
vatives" generali)' believe women should 
be submissive to men in church leader
ship ro les, but " mode rates" believe 
women are "equally capable of dealing 
with sacred issues." 

6 . Church. Describing the Cooperative 
Baptist Fellowship as " ecumenical" and 
"inclusive," the s tatement sa id: "We arc 
eager to have fellowship with our 
brothers and sisters in the fail h and to 
recognize their work for our Savior. We 
do no t try to make them conform to us ; 
we try w include them in our design for 
mission." 

"The points o f difference 2re critical," 
the statement sa id . "They are the stuff 
around which a fellowship such as the 
Southern Baptist Convention is made. 

"At no place have we been able to 
negotiate abou t these differences. Were 
o ur fundamentalist brethren to negotiate, 
they would compromise. And that would 
be a sin by their understandings. So we 
can cither come to their position or we 
can form a new fellowship." 

Primary authors of the statement are 
Walter Shurdcn, professor of church 
history at Mercer University in Macon, 
Ga., and Ceci l Sherman, pastor of Broad
way Baptist Church in Fo rt Wo rth , Texas. 

Board president , said Sl.57 million had '----------------------------.J 
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SOUTHERN SEMINARY 

Faculty affirms 
articles of faith 

WAKE FOREST, N.C. (BP)-Southeas tern 
Bapti st Theological Scminaq• faculty has 
voted to affirm the school's articles of faith , 
promPting seminary President Lew is A. 
Drummon~. to classify it as a " fi~t positive 
move . 

The facuhy adopted , without d issent , a 
"Statement of Continuing Commitment 
and Cooperation" w hich affirms practices 
:md positions the faculty has made through 
the yea~. according to Fred Grissom, presi
dent o f the school's chapter of the 
America n Association of Uni ve rsi ty 
Professors. 

" This is seen as a first positive move on 
the pan of the facuh y in addressing some 
o f the important issues of the seminary in 
its rel ationship to the Southern Baptist 
Convention and the seminary constituen
cies," said Drummond in response to the 
statement signed April 17. 

Vice Pres idcnl of Academic Affairs and 
Dean of the Facuhy L. Russ Bush agreed but 
sa id other important steps still need to be 
taken . 

"I want to affirm the faculty for its 
initiative. Confidence is a fragile commodi
ty ... I hope we w ill be able to point to this 
faculty act ion as the early rays of a nt.·w day 
at Southeastern ," said Bush . 

The facult y statemem contained seven 
points: an affirmat ion o f "our faith in the 
l o rd jesus Christ ... ; " sc riptures of the 
Old and New Teslaments were given by the 
insp iration of God; "our loyalty to the 
churches o f w hich we arc members. " 
"our historic relationship 10 the Southern 
Baptist Convention;· · the slatcmcnl of pur
pose of Southeastern seminary; the Articles 
of Fai th of the seminar)'; and the "c riteri a 
of accred itation of the Associat ion o f 
Theological Schools and the Sou thern 
Association of Colleges and Schools." 

NOW LEASING 

···~ 

TRIP LEASE 
Buses And People Movers 

WARD BUS SALES 
1-800·364·9001 
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Baylor offered proposal 
DALLAS (BP)-A special study commit

tee named b}' Texas Baptists in :he wake of 
Baylor University 's surprise charter change 
last September drafted o n May 13 a pro
posal outlining a new relationship between 
the state Baptist convention and the 
university. 

Under the proposal, the Baptist General 
Convenlion of Texas would ask Baylor to 
agree the convention directly elect 25 per
cen t of regents elected annually and the 
universit y regents elect 25 percent. Of the 
rema ining 50 percent , Baylo r would 
nominate two Texas Baptists for each 
vacancy and the BGCT would choose one. 

The proposal includes governance by a 
single- tiered board of regents fo r Baylor. 
eliminating the 48-member board of 
trustees previously elected b)' the BGCT. 

The agreement also calls for at least a 90 
percent vote o f the regents 10 amend three 
key provisions of the university charier: the 
university operates acco rding to Christian 
and Baptist ideals; university assets would 
be transferred to the BGCT upon disso lu
tion; and each regent be a Baptist. 

If ratified , the agreement "concludes 
whateve r controversy may have existed 
between the convent ion and Bay lor rega r
ding Baylor's Sept. 21. 1990 , action amen
ding the university 's charter." 

The proposal will be presented to the 
BGCT executive board al its june 11 
meeting in Dallas. If Baylor docs not ac
cept the recommended agreement by july 
20 after its board meeting, the committee 
w ill make a new recommendation to the 
executive board at its September meeting . 

If naylor agrees to the proposal , the com
mince recommends the convent ion's coor-

dimuing boards for education and human 
welfare institutions consider releasing 
escrowed 1990 funds toraUing SI.S million, 
including interest earned. 

The agreement also calls for all expenses 
direct ly related to the Baylor act ion to be 
deducted from the fundS. Toul BGCT com
mittee expenses are abou t 580,000. 

Robert Naylor of Fort Worth , chairman 
of the special committee, said he hoped 
Baylor ''would find in this proposal the 
protection it desired and the participation 
which the BGCT felt was basically 
necessa ry for a re lationsh ip." 

Naylor termed the proposal "a positive 
effort toward reconciliation and a new rela
tionship.' ' 

Phil Lineberger, president of the BGCT 
and pastor o f Richardson Heights Baptist 
Church, Richardson , said , " I have a great 
deal o f confidence that the proposal that 
has been made will be received in a good 
spirit and wiJI be carefu lly evaluated and , 
hopefully, accepted by (Baylor President) 
Dr. (Herbert) Reynolds and the leadership 
of Baylor Universit y. 

"Our great desire is to continue to 
demonstrate a spirit of togetherness in our 
common goals of winning Texas to Christ 
and providing young people with a quali
ty Christian education." 

last Sept. 2 1 Baylor trustees revised the 
school's charter to eslab lish a board of 
regents as the university 's governing body 
and elected 16 people to the new board, 
citing fears Bay lor's academic freedom 
would be endangered if the " fundamen 
talist takeover'' of the national Southern 
Baptist Convention ex tended to state con
ventions such as the BGCT. 

~.i r ----P-re_s_i_d_e_n_t --------1 , Southwest Baptist University 

Southwest Baptist Un iversi ty is receiving re sumes and 
recommendations for the position of President. 

The President is the Chief Executive Officer of the institution and works 
directly with a fifty member Board of Trustees. The University is affiliated with the Missouri 
Baplist Convention (Southern) and the President is expected to work closely with the Ex
ecutive Board of the Convention and the 1 ,600 Bapt ist churches in Missouri. It is expected 
that the President would have experience in higher education, an understanding of the Bap
tist convention , and an eagerness to work with the trustees and university groups in further 
developing the university. 

On campus enrollment Is approximately 1,900 with a total enrollment ol approximately 3,000. 
The institution has a broad array of undergradu8te programs with particularly strong and 
sizable programs in teacher education, theology, business, and health sciences. Bolivar has 
a population of approximately 6,000 and is located in southern Missouri . Information shou ld 
be aent to Patty Edwards, Secretary, Presidential Search Committee, Southwest Bap
tist University, Bolivar, Mlaao!.!rl 65613. 
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Brotherhood 
president honored 

MEMPHIS, Tenn. (BP}-Describcd as :t 

man of leadership, inspiration, and prayer, 
Baptist Brotherhood Commission Presi· 
dent james H. Smith received praise from 
hfs board o f trustees and from rcpresen· 
tativcs of other Southern Baptist agencies 
at a rctircmem dinner April 27 in Memphis. 

Smith has served the Brotherhood Com
mission as president since 1979 and plans 
to retire June 30. 

'' !learned many lessons about leadership 
serving with jim Smith for eight years in 
Illino is," said Charles Chancy, now vice 
president of church extension for the 
Southern Baptist Home Mission Board. " I 
learned that leadership requires vision and 
change" and a "willingness to walk out on 
the edge to risk yourself, your position , 
and you r influence to stand for something 
you believe is right." 

A reso lution presen ted by th e 
Brotherhood Commission trustees praised 
Smith for leading "sweeping and un
precedented changes" in the agency's cur
riculum, encouraging the development of 
the National Fellowship of Baptist Men 
concept now involving thousands of mis
sions volunteers ann ually, and implemen
ting the concept of coed missions involve
ment with \'forld Changers national 
projects. 

Smith also received recognitions from 
representatives of Woman's Missionary 
Union, the Sunday School Board , the 
Home Mission Board, and the Fo reign Mis
sion Board . 

After hi s retireme nt from the 
Brotherhood Commission , Smith wi ll 
work as a specia l assistant to l arry l. Lewis, 
president o f the Ho me Mission Board, in 
promming th e partnership miss io ns 
program. 

Miscellaneous 
Atlanta info 

ATLANTA (BP}-An update on parking, 
an "as soon as possib le" request for resolu 
tions, and a reminder about :ti rline trnve l 
arc offered in an update by o ffi cials for the 
Southern Baptist Convention annual 
meeting in Atlanta , june 4-6. 

David Hankins , chairman o f the Com
mittee o n Resolutions , has requested pe r
sons wishing to propose resolutions at the 
At lanta convention to send them "as soon 
as possible" to the SBC l~xccutivc Commit
tee, 901 Commerce St. , #750, Nashvlllc, 
Tenn ., 37203. Attn: Resolut ions Commit 
tee. They then will be di sbursed to 
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members of the committee. 
Earlier reports had asked for the propos

ed resolutions 30 days in advance, but 
Hankins said his committee would ap
p reciate them "as soon as possible." 

For those parking around the site of the 
meeting, the Georgia Wo rld Congress 
Center. Atlanta poli ce will not enforce 
parking regulations after 6 p.m . and on 
weekends. Police officials said, however, if 
a specia l problem or exceptional situation 
is created, the regulations w ill be enforced. 

Unautho rized vehicles ;ue impounded 
from loading zones during truck loading 
hours and vehicles from taxi stands when 
the space is needed for a taxi and at the 
request of a taxi driver. 

Illegal parking charges range from $10 
for overtime parking to !60 for parking in 
a hand icapped space. Parking illegaHy in 
a restricted space o r zone has a charge o f 
S25 , and during rush hours this charge is 
increased w S40 . 

For bus and RV owners who plan 10 park 
at SlOne Mounmin Park, cast of Atlanta , the 
s; cntrnncc/exi t fcc is per vehicle, officials 
said . The park is a " first come, first se rv
ed" basis at Sl2 .50 per night. MARTA pro
vides bus/rapid rail service lO the World 
Congress Center. 

In addition . persons utilizing the special 
fare Delt:1 Airlines has extended to those 
attending the convemion may conmct 
Delta directly and refer to File Number 
00569. The discounted fares also may be 
made through WorldCiass Travel , Inc .. in 
Nashvi lle. o fficials said. 

Academy BSU 
will aid cadets 

The Baptist Student Union at the United 
Sta tes Air Force Academy would like to 
contact the men and women coming to the 
Academy june 26-27 as new basic cadets. 

Classified$- . '1 
"'' ;. ',:;,;.ll 

Available-Hospitalization plan pays out· 
patient and prescription benefits. Coverage 
is available for most pre-existing conditions. 
Coverage also available for Medicare sup
plement insurance. Phone Mr. Stewart at 
501-664-0511 between 9:00a.m. and 3:00 
p.m.-Reserve National Insurance Company 
(closed Wednesdays). "" 

Wanted-Wondertul cook lo do old fashion
ed cooking and to manage Food Service 
Program for Christian Retreat Center in Lit· 
tie Rock. Food service experience required. 
Possible to live on grounds and for spouse 
to have part-time maintenance and grounds 
keeper job. Send resume and references 
to P.O. Box 1298, Lillie Rock, AR 72203. 519 

Service-Personalized , imprinted napkins 
for your church banquets/receptions. Can 
also put names on hymnals-quick service. 
1-676-6838, Lonoke. .. 

For sale-Pews. While with oak trim. Great 
condilion . 9 h. pews-$80 each, 12 h. 
pews-$100 each, choir chairs-$30 each. 
847-2915. 5123 

Needed-Nursery worker for 47th Street 
Baptisl Church, North Little Rock. Sunday 
and Wednesday. References Required. 
Call 753-4827. 5123 

Clanllled .ell mu11 N 1ubmltted In writing to the ABN o l-
1\ce no len than 10 diYS prior to lhe dill ol pubUcaUon 
dallr.d. A cheek or monay ordar In the proper amount , 
flgur.d 11 to canll par word, mull bllncluded. Multlplaln
MI'IIona olthe 11m1 ld mu11 N paid tor In Mvanca. The 
A8N -.thel1ghltO I9Jiet any tid becau .. of UniMIIllble 
aubfeet manar. Clanlllld Ida will be lnNrtltd on 1 apece
..,..lllbla ballt. No endotMment by thl ABN 11 Implied. 

Members of the DS U will meet their plane, ,...-------------, 
and provide lodging and transportation. If 
pasto,., parents, friends. or the cadets Help Wanted 
themse lves will provide the BSU w ith 1---------=----------1 
name, address, and telephone, the nsu will 
correspond with them to secure flight 
arrival times . · 

Camp Manager, 
Arkansas Baptist Assembly, 

Siloam Springs. 
The Air Fo rce Academy BSU can be con

tacted :u 550 W. Woodmen Rd., Colorndo 
Springs , CO 809 19 ; tel eph o ne 
719-599-9094 . Similar ministries are pro· Applicant must be Baptist . have 
vided fo r anyone attending West Po int o r maintenance/construction skills, 
the Nava l Academy. At West Point , contact: management skills, and a servant's 
Ahon Harpe, II Washington St. , Cornwa ll - heart . Send resume to: 
on -Hudso n , NY 12520 ; telephone bl 
914-534 -7934 . At the Naval Academy, con: Assem V 
tact Dick Bumpass, 20 1 Hanover St., P.O. Box 552 

~;~~~E~-~~63MD 2 140 1; tel ephone L----L-Itt_l_e_R_o_c_k.;,,_A_R_n_2_03 __ ...J 
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To hear them talk, 
this commentary is 
really something. 

The .\'ell' America11 Comme11tar\' 
from /Jrmulmtm · 

··A credible. even outstanding academic commen
tary on the Holy Scriptures which will be spiritually 
invigorating and theologically faithful to the orthodoxy 
of the Bible. I urge every fellow pastor in Christendom 
to purchase every precious volume in this magnificent 
commentary.·· 

W.A. Criswell, Senior Pastor, 
First Baptist Church, Dallas, TX 

··JThe NACsJ treatment of the issues seems to 
present a thorough survey of newer scholarship. The 
explanation of passages is good. The outlines are clear ... 

John D.W. Walls, Southern 
Baptist Seminary, Louisville. KY 

'·J believe The New American Commellfary is a work 
whose time has come. I am impressed with the clarity. 
the practicality. the scholarship. and what I consider to 
be the homiletical helpfulness of the materials ... 

Adrian Rogers, Pastor, Bcllc••uc 
Baptist Church, Memphis, TN 

"JThc NACJ meets a crucial need for pastors by 
providing concise and insiglll ful exposition of Scripture ... 

Jerry D. Mahan, Pastor, First Baptist Church, Cedartown, GA 

"JThe NACJ will ·preach.' a virtue of great importance to the busy pastor. 
I heartily recommend The New American Commemary to all serious scholars 
of the Word. .. Larry L. Lewis, President, Home Mission Board, SBC 

Begin rour NAC collection now. 
• See offer be/oil'. 

Examine the first volume (Philippirms/Colossia11.1! 
Philemon J420J-32J by Richard R. Melick, Jr.), 
available for an introductory price of $19.95 ($3.00 
off the retail price of $22.95) at your nearest Baptist 
Book Store or the Customer Service Center. 
1-800-458-BSSB. Nashville. TN 37234. If you Jive in 
a Western state, 1-800-677-7797. Price good through 
Dec. 31.1991. Due in September. Mark j4201-23J 
by James A. Brooks. If you want to receive all40 
volumes as soon as they are individually released 
- and save 20% off each one-call 1-800-443-8032. 
(In Tennessee. 1-800-443-3065) to sign up for this 
special offer. You'll even receive the Holman Bible 
Dicrionary (a $29.95 value) for your commitment. 

.. This is a classic work and will make an immeasurable 
contribution to Bible students across the land ... 

James T. Draper, Pastor, First Baptist Church, Euless, TX 

"JThe NACJ promises to be a landmark series which willl make 
available to serious students the best of evangelical biblical 
scholarship. Its emphasis on both theological truths and existential 
values create an invaluable resource for understanding and 
applying God's inerrant Word ... 

Vernon Grounds, President Emeritus, Denver Seminar)' 

"JThe NACJ is destined to be a classic of evangelical scholarship." 
L. Joseph Rosas, III, Pastor, 
Union Avenue Baptist Church, Memphis, TN 

A A Jt.. Your Satisfaction Is Guaranteed 

~BAPTIST BOOK SIDRES 



LESSONS FOR LIVING 
Convention Uniform 

Hope renewed 
by Richard Maness, Immanuel Church, 
Fayetteville 

Basic passage: Ezra 1:1·8, 11 

Focal pass.i'gc: Ezr2 1:1-2, 4-8 

Central truth: What God h as promis
ed, he will perform. 

Our urlit of study deals with the Jews' 
return to jerusalem from Babylonian cap
tivhy to begin rebuilding the temple. In this 
session, we will examine the return of the 
first group of jews under Shcshbessar. The 
focal passage contains three insights imo 
the jews' rcrurn. 

First, the jews' rciUrn was based upon 
the promise God had given to his people 
thro ugh the prophet jeremiah while they 
were in captivity (v. 1). God was acting in 
history to bring his promise to fulfillrnem. 
A closer look at the evcms in our world 
around us reveal that God is at work direc
ting the affairs of men toward his purpose. 
We must know God's promises so that our 
hope will rest in him. This knowledge will 
sustain us in difficult times and keep our 
focus on him rather than the events 
themselves. 

Second, God moved the heart of the 
king, Cyrus of Persia, to proclaim that the 
Jews could return to Judah to rebuild the 
temple in Jerusalem (v. 2). God works 
through those in authority m accomplish 
his will. God was able to change the heart 
because as his Word says, "the heart of the 
king is in the hand of the Lord, as the 
streams of water; whert•ver he wills, he 
turns it" (Pr. 2 1:1). Hope is the resull of our 
faith. Faith in God's power sustains us. It 
is essential that we look beyond those in 
authority over us and sec the hand of God 
at work in the even Is that occur. Man may 
disappoint us, but God will not. 

Finally, their return was made possible 
through God's provision of finances to 
rebuild the temple. God's Spirit moved 
upon the hearts of the people w give 
toward the return trip and the building pro
gram that came from the heart of God (v. 
6). God will provide lhe funds to build 
what he wants to be built. Let us trust him 
to provide before we build. God's pro
vidential hand points us in the right direc
tion, it controls the hean of those he h~ 
placed over us, and it contains the provi
sions for accomplishing his plan. In spite 
of o ur past failures, in his mercy God 
renews our hope to prepare us for a nc:w 
beginning. 

Tllltlc:- ~nat•ut U baxd 011 1bt: lnt.trutiOIUlllblt' Ut- for 
Olrlttl..ul TtJdllaa. U•lfora~ 5nkt. Cctf!yriJht l•t.trutlocul Cou
dl o1 !d.a.Uooo. UN"d by ~n.lul011. 
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Life and Work 

Walking worthy 
by Joseph jones, First Church, Prairie 
Grove 

Basic passage: Ephesians 4 :1·16 

Focal passage: Ephesians 4:1 

Central truth: All believers are called 
to full· time; service and have gifts to be 
used in the church. 

In chapter 4, Paul begins a new section 
o f his epistle to the Ephesians. In the first 
section, Paul spoke of 1he church as a 
mystery hidden from the world; but now 
it is going to become visible. Before, it was 
the work of God to the church , but now 
it is the work of God through the church 
We will now deal with the conduct of the 
church and I he service of the believer. 

Paul tells us in verse one to walk worthy 
of the vocat ion that we :uc called 10. This 
is nOt referring to those who are paid 
ministers, such as pastors and staff. We arc 
all called to be full-t ime ministers. Pastors 
and I he paid staff are people with gifts that 
arc used to help all the saints to mature in 
faith and be equipped for the work of the 
ministry (vv. 12,13). Every Christian is call· 
cd into full-time ministry and is as much 
a minister as the pastor. Each believer also 
has been given gifts which arc to be used 
in the church. Paul Speaks of this in 
Romans 12 and again in I Corinthians 
chapters 12-14. These gifts are not to be 
kept to oneself, but arc to be used for the 
edification of the church so that the church 
can function efficiently in this world. 

In verse 2, we arc told how we arc to 
walk in our vocation. First , we arc to walk 
in lowliness and meekness. This means that 
our wa.lk should not be with worldly pride. 
Lowliness and meekness arc the base of all 
Chris! ian virtues. Paul said in Philippians 
2:3, " Let nothing be done through strife 
or vain glory, but in lowliness of mind let 
each esteem o thers better than 
themselves." Secondly, we arc tO walk w ith 
longsuffering. This is the fruit of the Spirit 
(Ga. 5:22), and it means that we should 
have a long temper. There is a lot o f 
damage done to a believer's testimony 
when his temper explodes. Instead, we are 
m strive tO keep the unit y of the spirit. 

There is nothing more: damaging 1han a 
church or individuals who do nothing bu1 
stir up strife and contention . No one enjoys 
a church lhat likes to fight and break up 
into different fractions. Paul reminds us 
thai ahhough we have different gifts, we 
have but one faith and o ne God. 

TIIIIIU-lt baxd oatH Uft' lOCI '11\:;lrll C.trk.!Vlll for 5ollthua 
llaptltt Chtuthc-:" .-oprrtcbt by 11M hDd.ly kbool lknnl of tk 
5outhmlloptbi~Allripb~lJwodbyptnlliMioa. 

Bible Book 

God frustrates -Absalom 
by j. Troy Prince, First Chapel. 
Jonesboro 

Basic passage: 2 Samuel 16:23; 17:1·4, 
14-16, 21-22 

Focal passage: 2 Samuel 17:1·4, 14-16, 
21-22 

Centra.! truth: God protects his own 
people. 

A.fiithophel, former friend and adviser 10 
David, became the trusted confidant to 
Absalom. He was an astute individual 
whose·advicc was so outstanding that his 
words were almost equated with God's 
pronouncements. He may have had an 
ulterior mOtive of revenge_. since he was the 
grandfather of Bathsheba. 

A battle plan was presented to Absalom 
by Ahithophcl designed to bring David to 
defeat. It was based o n quick, night strike, 
creating panic that would result in the 
death of David. Absalom and the elders 
were impressed, but asked for a second 
opinion. "Call Hushai!'' 

Hushai had arrived from David's camp 
ready to subvert any scheme put forward 
by Ahithophel. The ballle plan of Hushai 
contradicted the plan previously presented. 
He based his reasoning on the obvious: (1) 
David's troops were seasoned fighters; (2) 
David, although weary, was an expert in 
war and would nOl expose himself 
recklessly, and (3) Absalom's army would 
panic when faced with death in the initial 
phase of the conflict. 

Hushai proposed a large army gathered 
from Dan to Beersheba, followed b)' a 
massive st rike that would destroy David. 
Absalom accepted the plan. The hand of 
God was in the matter ' 'to the intent that 
the l ord might bring evil upon Absalom" 
(2 s. 17, 14b). 

The advice of Ahithophel and Hushai 
was sent to David with the strong sugges
tion that he move quickly from the uea. 
Absalom, learning that David had been 
alerted, tried to find him, but was unsuc
cessful. He returned to Jerusalem 
empty·handed. 

Ahithophel, distressed and humiUared 
that his counsel was rejected, went home:, 
set his house in order, and hanged himself. 

David, God's anointed king, continued 
to enjoy the blessings and lcader.;hip of 
God, in spite of his sin. 

AbsaJom eliminated himself as successor 
to David bee use of his sin against God and 
his deceitful , tretcherous way of life. 

Thlt~li'Ht8nllbbaK'II•tMBibklool5t..:lyfor~ 
lbptltt dlwth«, f'IIP)'T'Ipt by 11M 5lllld.ay 5c:llool ._... ol lM 
5olllllcnllbpdti:Cotromtloft...Wrtpuran'd.!Jwodby~ 
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LESSONS FOR LIVING 
Convention Uniform 

A new beginning 
by Richard Maness, lmmanucl Church, 
Faycttevlllc 

Basic passage: Ezra 3:1 , 6·8, 10·12 

Focal passage: Ezra 3:1, 8-12 

Central truth: Obedience to God 
makes a new beginning possible. 

This session focuses on the laying of the 
temple's foundation . When the jews arriv
ed in j erusalem , they were ready to begin 
the foundation of the temple. laying the 
foundation srmbolizcd a new beginning in 
their existence as God's people. Before they 
began work o n the foundation , they held 
a convocation and reinstituted the prescrib
ed sacrifices and kept the Feast of Taber
nacles, When the temple foundation was 
laid , the people saw the visible evidence 
of their renewed hope. True faith brings 
visible results. Faith is subjective, bu t true 
faith has objective results . In addition to 
their obedience to God 's direction to 
return to Palestine to rebuild the temple, 
two actions on their part highlighted their 
new beginning. The people worked 
together in laying the foundation. for the 
new temple (v. 8). They directed their 
energies toward a common goal. The mis 
sion ingredient In many churches Is work. 
There Is no substitute for work. Worthy 
goals and objectives are Important. Organ
Ization Is needed, funds are essential , but 
the key ls people who are willing to work. 

The jews avoided a common modern 
misuke. They did not leave worship o ut of 
their activi ties. L.ack of worsh,ip together 
cannot be justifled by excessive work. They 
worshipped together (v. 11 ). They sang 
responsively in praise and thanksgiving to 
the Lord. These arc imponant elements of 
worship. Work can unify people, but wor
ship brings people together before God to 
experience his presence in a corporate 
sense. God desires that we work for him , 
but he is honored when we worsh ip him . 

A new day was dawning in the life of 
Israel. This new beginning was characteriz
ed by thdr unity in work and worship. God 
can give his peOple a new beginning 
because he is a God of mercy. God brought 
a revival to hi s people that resulted in their 
wo rki ng and worshipping together in ac
complishing his purpose o f rebuild ing the 
temple. May God in his mercy give to our 
churches a new beginning of obedience to 
him , which will result In our willingness 
to work together for him and a new spirit 
of worship from the hea r!. 

nil k- t>n~.c II kHd o. dw lakf'Ullofdlllbk W.O. (Of' 

OlrtldM Trad!Jat. tlllll- k rk&. eo,.rtpt illk',...!Joul C.OU. 
dloiU~tCatloti. Utt:d_, pr ,..l .. lotl, 
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Life and Work 

Putting on the new man 
by joseph jones, First Church, Prairie 
Grove 

Basic passage: Ephesians 4 :17· 32 

Focal passage: Ephesians 4:24 

Central truth: We are to put on our 
new man which God through Christ 
has created ln us. 

Paul in Ephesians 4:23 makes a very 
important statement. He says that we have 
a renewed spirit and have become a new 
man in Christ! This is wonderful news. 
because it tell s us that we don' t have to 
conform to this world, but to be transform
ed " by the renewing of our minds.' ' The 
lost person doesn't have this source of 
knowledge because th<.-y are wi thout Chris t 
and their understanding is darkened . 

Paul is telling the Ephesians (and us) to 
put off the old man and put on the new 
man. Positionall y, the old man has been 
crucified with Christ (Ro. 6:6), but ex peri· 
emially we find that we still st ruggle with 
it and will continue to struggle with it as 
long as we are in our fleshl y bodies. 
However, as we learn to walk in the Spirit 
and grow stronger In the faith , we wlll be 
putting on the new man more than the old . 
It Is important to note that , although we 
have power through the Holy Spi rit to put 
on that new man, it is a learning process. 

Paul begins In verse 25 speaking of the 
negative side of the believer 's life. One of 
these is found in verse 26 , " Be ye angry 
and sin not." The apostl e Paul is telling us 
that there is a rime when believer 's should 
be angry. In Psalms 7: 11 it says that God is 
angry with the wicked every day. jesus 
became angry severn! times (Mk . 3: 5. 
10:14) . However, we should not be angry 
wirh hatred or malice, but should be quick 
to forgive and forget lest ~:uan get an 
advantage o n our lives. 

" Let no corrupt communic:uion proceed 
ou t of your mouth ," is anot her ncg:Tt ivc 
Paul w rites about. This not only means 
fi lthy language, but also dirt y jokes and 
stories, racia l slu rs, gossip, and all orher 
language that is considered questionable. 

In verse 30 , Pau l gives the catch to all o f 
the neg:uives. "And grieve not the Holy 
Spi rit of God." The Holy Spirit is grieved 
when any of these offenses mentioned in 
chapter 4 are committed and includes 
those that aren' t mentioned . The Ho ly 
Spirit is the seal o f o ur u lva tion and the 
power by w hich the new man can shine 
forth for the glory of God . 

Tltb k-l1lmd ot1 dw Ufc lllld Wot• Ca"kllla• fOf' So<llhcf11 
llptiJt O.llf'dlcl, COVJ'fi&bl ~ tbc llllllby.klloollotrd of tbc 
s-bcnl.afiWI~III1c-.AIIrf&hu ~lltt:d lrrpcl'llliMbl. 

Bible Book 

Faith with a broken heart 
by J . Troy Prince, First Chapel, 
jonesboro 

Basic passage: 2 Samuel 18,: 5·9, 14, IS, 
33; 19•7-Sa 

Focal passage: 2 Samuei10:S-9, 14, 15 , 
33 
Central truth: A father's failUre con· 
tinues to bring tragedy. 

Cruel as it may seem, David probably 
looked fonvard to the battle with Absalom. 
It 'was inevitable. Regardless o f the out· 
come, David would be left with a heart full 
of grief. Should the forces o f Absalom 
prevail , the hopes of David would be 
crushed for man}' days. lf the army of Absa
lom was defeated , then he would be taken 
capth•e, humiliated, and put to death . 

The battle was fought in the forest of 
Ephraim in dense undergrowth , w hich 
gave David 's army a decided advantage. 
More than 20,000 casualties resulted from 
the encounter. Absalom , one of the 
casualties, was victim of a freak accident. 
His hair was caught in the braf1ches of a 
tree as he rode underneath it . He was left 
suspended in mid-air. 

None of David's men would klll Absa
lom, but they reported the situation to 
joab. Promptly, he: stabbed Absalom in the 
hean. Armor be:l.ftrs made sure that he was 
dead. 

Ahimaaz Insisted that he ca rry the news 
of Absalom's death of David. He out ran 
another messenger and arrived confused 
and unable to give an accurate account of 
Ab~alom's death . A Cushite was charged by 
joab to "go, tell the king what }'OU have 
seen" (2 S. 18:21). Upon arrival in David 's 
presence, a customary greeting was extend· 
ed, and then he gave an indirect , bur pos
itive answer tO the klng 's question about 
the welfare of Absa lom. David was deeply 
moved . In his grief, he uttered a lament "0 
my son Absalom, my son , my son Absalom! 
Would I had died instead o r you, 0 Ab
sa lom, my son , my son!" (2 S. 18 :33). 

The lesson for today provides a 
challenge to fathers , especially young 
fathers, to examine relationships with their 
children. Teaching children, however effec
tive, will not replace responsible behavior 
and a pro per example. 

While it is easy to sec the mistakes of 
David wit h his children , it Is hard for us 
to recognize our own shortcomings. We 
need to have a sense o r empathy ror him , 
for we may stand hi his shoes one day. 

Tbhktloa•..,...•-.atllb:utdot~tkllbklkll*51.trt0f'5ovtbc..., 

I''"'" dl11rdln , coprr labl lry 1M 51111d.J r .kbool llolrd ol 1M 
5olltbtral,pdte Coa.tmtloLAllrf&ttU ~I,Idlry~ 
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WORLD 
CAMBODIA 

Hidden Heroes 
by Michael Chute 
SOC fordiiJl r.Uulon Bo ud 

PHNOM PENH, 
Cambodia (BP)-For 
months G loria 
C:ulton kept a pack
ed suilcasc beside the 
door in Phnom Penh. 

No o ne expected 
Cambodia's com
munist government 
lO last long after Viet
nam pulled its troops 
out in late 1989 . This 
year she unpacked. 

(BP} phoCO I CM11M LActlotd 

Carlton, o f Elk ins, 
Ark.. and her hus
band, Bruce. of 
Georgetown, Ky., arc 
Southern Baptists' 
only reprc::scm:uivcs 

Gloria Carlton (left) shares a moment with daughter Mary at 
tbe tiny International scbool in Plmon l'enb, Cmnbotlitl. 

liv ing in thi s ravaged land. They brought 
their child ren. Eli zabeth . age 8. and M:1ry. 
7. wi th them . Ca rlton coo rdin :ucs 
humanita ri an aid projects in Cambodil for 
Coopcr:nivc Services lmcrn:uion:ll , a 
Southern Baptist aid organ i 7~'H i on . 

When the Carltons arrived a year ago. 
people told them the government wouldn't 
last pas t December 1990 in the face of 
attacks from the Khmer Rouge and o ther 
rebel groups. Other expatriates with non· 
government organizations stancd shipping 
personal belongings out of Cambodia. 
Sporadic gunfire and exploding monar 
rounds reminded them their :tdopted coun· 
try was st ill suffering through a 20·yc:t r 
fight fo r survi va l. 

" Yo u hear things like that , and when 
)'Ou 'rc new to :1 situation , it just reinforces 
the idea that you're not go ing to be here 
\'Cf)' long," Mrs. C:arlton said in her liv ing 
room in Phnom Penh . 

She admi ts mo nths went by before she 
even wanted to go look for a pl:tce to li ve 
or buy furniture. The Carltons oper.ncd out 
o f a hotel room. Wh)' set up a household 
if all exp:u ri:t tes wo uld soon be leavi ng? 

" Then I realized we were n't lc:aving, so 
I might as well get something to live in ," 
she added with a smile. "II wasn 't that I 
didn ' t feel the Lord wou ld protect us. It 
was the feeling that it 's no t permanent. BUt 
!tis." 

The Carl to ns transfe rred fro m Ho ng 
Ko ng in April 1990 to direct CS I wo rk in 
Cambodia . ThC)' begin a six ·month U.S. 
furlough in june. This first yea r, CSI 
adminlstrltors asked them onl y to mainl!lin 
ongoing re li ef projects, build rel :llionshi ps 
:md lc:Hn 10 speak Khmer. 

ARKANSAS DAI'TIST NEWSMAGAZINE 

Since Marvin RaiC)', a medica l docto r. 
first opened Southern Baptist work in Cam· 
bodia in the mid· l980s. CSI has worked 
wirh rhe Mennoni te Centra l Committee to 
open a nurs ing school at Prey Vcng. It also 
has built a RINE (short for rehydration. 
immuniza tion, nu1ri1ion and education) 
center. outfiucd a medica l library. supplied 
medicines and med ical equipment to two 
hospita ls in Phnom Penh , and begun con
struction o f a hospita l in Orcang Oeu. 

But the C:ultons qu ick ly learned the 
government had its own expectations. 
O nce they estab lished a re siden ce, 
aut horities needed a reason to :1llow them 
10 sta)'· So they were thrust into develop· 
ing :1 wider program of work. 

Their new program focuses o n fac1oq• 
workers and their famil ies. Huy I-I an Song, 
a medic:tl docto r who directs work at Kb;ll 
Thnol Dispcns:tq' in Phno m Penh , is the 
Carlto ns' m:1in Cambodi:m counterpart. 
Responsible fo r hea lth ca re in 57 govern· 
ment f:u.:to ries wilh 13,000 wo rkers , Song 
is a bridge for the C:arltons into the lives 
o f mo re than 50.000 famil y members . 

Usi ng :1 "community imp:act" approach, 
the Carhons decided to concentrate o n 
four areas in rhe facrories: 

- tc:tching workers and their families 10 
grow ga rdens. Food suppl)' is a problem 
and m:tlnutrition is the basis fo r much of 
the disease in Cambodia . 

- helping managers Improve safety. A 
Chinese Uaptist from the Carltons' former 
church in li a ng Ko ng recent ly d id a th ree
month s1ud)' in several facto ri es. He found 
evcq' o ne has major safety problems as 
workers- lacking such b:tsic equipment as 
masks, go~lcs and earplugs-are e.'"< posed 

to man)' hazards. 
- doing primaq' health care. Tests in 

several facto ries showt:d , on average, more 
than 50 percent of all workers tested 
positive for the typhoid vi rus. Three of the 
five food hand lers in one fac to ry tested 
positive. 

- conduC(ing Bible studies and trying to 
be public Christian witnesses as far as the 
government allows. 

In March the Carltons signed a protocol 
with the ministry of industry to expand CSI 
work wi th Kbal Thnol Oispcnsar)'. The 
project calls fo r installing an $8 ,000 wa ter 
treatment faci li ty and building a $70.000 
polyc linic. 

In Ap ril CSJ allocated 560 ,000 in relief 
funds to help fight a typhoid epidemic in 
Phnom Penh . The Carltons have requested 
typhoid vaccine fo r 10 ,000 fa ctOry 
workers. Phnom Penh also faces a cholera 
ep idemic. 

' Tm physically tired . Exhausred ." 
Carhon admi tted, s lu mping into an 
overstuffed armchair. " It 's about killed 
me," he said of 1he past 12 months. " But 
the Lord's L1ken care of us. We' re only here 
right now by the grace or God . I don 'r sec 
how people could come out and live here 
wi thout havi ng the Lo rd (in their lives). It 
would overwhelm me." 

The Carltons aren't overwhelmed , 
pe rhaps, but they certa inly ha\'e been 
affected. The st ress of Cambodian life
coping with povert)' and disease-as well 
as a hectic pace, contribute to Carlton 's 
high blood pressure. And feelings of 
instabilit}' persist. The country remains 
unstab le as wa r rages o n. keeping Cam· 
bodia in 1he basement of the Asian 
economy. 

Praise hymns drift from a cassette plarer 
as Carl ton starts each dar with Bible stud)' 
and pr.t)'Cr. He jots down helpful Bible 
verses o n " post-it" notes and pastes them 
around like markers to guide his path 
through the d:ty. 

Getting through tough d:l)'S is nothing 
new lO Mrs. Carlton . She h~arned early on 
to make the best of what she had . She pick· 
cd beans as a child to pay fo r schoo l 
clothes. As a teen ·agcr, she milked cows 
every morning before school. She paid her 
way through college b)' working at a ham· 
burger stand. 

A cross·stilch picture hanging in the 
Carhons ' home declares: "Unless you 're 
opportunit )' ... don' t knock."' They real· 
ly mean it. She stitched the slogan nearly 
10 ye:t rs ago, and it has accompanied them 
through eve ry mO\'e. 

He is the determined overachie\'cr. She 
is the unsung hero, fet:llng sue«:ssful whm 
he is successful. lbgcther thc~y m:lk:c: a team 
tailo r·made fo r a p12ce like Cambodi:l . 
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Subscriber Services 
The Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine 
offers subscription pbns at three r:ucs: 

Every Resident Family Plan 
gives churcht:s a premium rate when 
they send the Newsmagazine to all their 
resident households. Rcsidem families 
are calcul:ued to be at least one-fourth 
of the church 's Sund:tf School enroll
ment . Churches who send o nlr to 
members who request a subscription do 
not qualif)' for this lower r:uc of ss.64 
per year for each subscription. 

A Group Plan (formerly called thc 
Club Plan) allows church members to 
get a bcucr than individual rate when 
10 or more of them send their subscr ip
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Subscribers through the group plan p2)' 

S6.36 per year. 
Individual subscriptions may be 

purchased by anyone at the rate of $7.99 
~r year. These subscriptions are more 
costly txcause they require individual at· 
tention for address ch:mges and renewal 
notices. 

Changes of address by individuals 
may be made with the above form. 

When inquiring about your 
subscription by mall , please include the 
address label. Or call us :11 (501) 
376-4791. ext. 5156. llc prepared 10 give 
us your code line lnform:nion. 
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WORLD 

ETHIOPIA 

More missionaries 
leave as war 
worsens 

NAIROBI, Kcnra (BP)-Thc TV news 
images of war haven't hit the st reets of Ad· 
dis Ababa, Eth iopia's capital-yet. 

No running gun battles between fatigue
clad soldiers arc seen. Burned-out cars 
don't stud the streets. Butt he noose of civil 
war is tightening around the city, and more 
Southern Baptist missionaries have left the 
country. 

Three missionary couples remain: jerry 
and Rosie Bedsole o f Foley, Ala.; Rob and 
P2tricia Ackerman of Wheaton, Ill., and 
Albuquerque, N.M. (and their three 
daughters); and Sam and Ginny Cannata of 
Houston , and Hollandale, Miss. Exit v isas 
in hand, they weigh the factors of going or 
st:t)'ing. 

Rebel forces arc closing in on the capilli 
and its embattled government. Dire rumors 
arc plentiful , gasoline scarce. But instead 
o f air raid sirens, quiet desperation 
permeates the atmosphere. Instead of 
bursts of machine gun fire, the stead)' 
pounding of wartime inOation beats o n . 
Live chickens sell for 512 each; ground beef 

. is pushing S3 a pound . Eggs arc 
unavailable. 

' 'I'm convinced we must accept as valid 
any individual decision to stay as well as 
any choice to come out," said John 
Law rence, a missionary vctcrinari:m from 
j onesboro, La., who lefr Addis Ababa April 
30 with his wife, Mary lou. 

David and Debbie Brownfield of 
Bozeman, Mont., and Columbus, Ohio, arc 
in the United States o n personal lc:we 
fo llowing the death of Brownfield 's 
mother. Jeff and Margie Pearson nf Mora, 
Minn., and Paul and Hannah Ga)' o f 
Cuthbert , Ga., and j ackson .. Miss .. arc on 
furlough . 

BANGLADESH 

Baptists release 
$345,000 for relief 

DHAKA, Bangladesh (BP)-Southcrn 
Baptists will spend 1345,000 to buy food 
for Bangladeshis and help them rebuild 
their villages :tfter the April 30 cyclone that 
ki lled :u least 125,000 people. 

In their flrst rr:llef request , Southern Uap· 
tist mlssiomuies in Bangladesh outlined 
pl:ans for a S 120,000 food-for-work pro· 
gram. They also sought S225,000 for 
rebuilding about 400 houses not related to 
the food-for-work program. 

Southern Baptist Fo reign Mission Board 
administr.ltors have agreed to d ip into a 
portion of the special contingency funds 
originally set aside fo r an extensive relief 
response to the Persian Gulf War aftermath. 
Funds generall)' used fo r relief needs not 
related to hunger h:1vc been depleted. 

To help meet needs not related 10 hunger 
in Bangladesh, the mission board has set 
up a Bangladesh relief fund. People who 
want 10 contribule should address their 
gifts to Uangladesh Relief, P.O. Box 6767, 
Richmond, Va. 23230. 

IRAN 

Feeding effort 
delayed; physicians 
needed 

RICHMOND. Va. (BP)-AircJd)' IJcking 
funds. Southern Baptist relief work in the 
postwar Middle East now lacks volunteer 
ph)•sicians. 

Meanwhile, the start of Southern Baptist 
feeding operations for Kurd ish refugees in 
Iran was delayed May 9 by the failure of an 
engine of a cargo plane carrying equipment 
and volunteers. 

One of the C·l30 cargo plane's four 
engines failed about two hours after the 
pl:znc left london carr)•ing equipment for 
two large outdoor kitchens, six Southern 
Baptist disaster relief volunccers, a jour· 
nalist :1nd a photographer. The plane con· 
tinued Oying to Cyprus. arriving there 
:1bout five hours later. 

The engine problem means a dela)' of 
four o r five d:t)'S in opening outdoor 
feeding stat ions for Kurds in Iran, said Tim 
Brendle. director of the Southern Uaptist 
Foreign ('.-fission Board's Persian Gulf 
Response unit. 

The ministry that owns and operates the 
aircraft , LcSEA Global Feed the Hungry in 
South Uend, Ind., pl:mncd to 0 )' it to Por· 
tugal M:t)' II for a replacement engine. 
Brendle said. The possibility of a tern· 
porary substitute cargo plane also was be· 
ing explored. 

The C-130 was to fly from Cyprus to Iran 
Ma)' 10 to launch a feeding operation in a 
Kurdish refugee camp ne:a.r the city of 
Sanandaj, about 300 miles west of Tehr:m 
and 180 miles northeast of Baghdad. A 
subsequent flight was scheduled for the 
week of May 13 to open a second feeding 
station in Inn. 

Four feeding operations originally had 
been pl:mned, but plans now call for 
deplo)'ment of the e<tuipment and 
volunteers at two si tes, each with about 
50,000 rcfugf'cs among the 1.5 million 
Kurds in Iran. 
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