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by Betty Kennedy

Craig and Pat Davis Brown of Arkansas
o best-hand that Sourhem Baptists
are getting a bargain for their mission
dollars in medical missions in Ghana,
West Mn(a They lmow because they
have just eight months working
alongside et ot
Nalerigu Baptist Medical Centre.

Dr. Brown and Dr. Brown served as
volunteers in Ghana after they received
their medical degrees from the Univer-
sity of Arkansas School of Medicine at
Little Rock. Home churches and friends
helped, but Craig and Pat had to borrow
several hundred dollars on their own to
finance their work from September,
1977, through May, 1978.

They teturned to Little Rock praising
the doctors at Nalerigu for caring for the
patient load: 300 clinic patients per day,

to 1200 prescriptions per day dis-
p:nsed by one pharmacist, 800 surgical
Eroc:dures in four months performed
y the Browns and Dr. Walter Maore,
and 2,000 inralienh per year for the 90-
bed hospital.
he Browns worked in Nalerigu under
the Medical Receptorship program of
Southern Baptists, and the work
counted as part of their medical
training. Most receptors are under-
graduate medical students, but Craig
and Pat already had their M.D. degrees.
Now they have begun work on their
residencies at the University of Missouri
dical Center — Craig in
opthomology and Pat in pediatrics.

On one of the five clinic days each
week the three doctors at Nalerigu
might treat patients from Ivory Coast,

Togo, Nigeria, and Upper Volta, besides
the immediate area. Craig treated an
average of 50 to 80 patients per day,
sometimes as many as 100, Pat’s patient
load was usually 60 to 80 per day.

At a rate of about two minutes per
patient, the Browns and Dr. Moore
weated problems such as malaria, in-
testinal parasites, “river blindness”,
trachoma, or hernias. Maternity care
also was provide

All outpatients got prescriptions for
antimalarial drugs and aspirin, since no
drugs are available in Ghana outside of
medical facilities. In one year the
hospital used three-quarters of a million
aspirin, the Browns were told.

Craig said the people obviously come
1o the Baptist medical center by choice
because there are three government
hospitals within a two-hour drive where
medical care is free, or at least con-
siderably cheaper. At Nalerigu small
fees for surgery, hospital care, and drugs
80 to pay the salaries of national
workers.

Nalerigu is different from other
facilities in the Baptist system because
the clinic doctors will treat all patients
who manage to get registered by the
clerk within the prescribed hours. This
ometimes means an extension of the
clinic day for the doctors.

And there are other obstacles faced
by the missionaries providing medical
care at Nalerigu. Getting a druF order
from the United States takes at least six
months, maybe up to two years, by
ocean freight. At one point, the high
volume of surgery and slowness of get-

Back in Little Rock for a day, Pat and Craig Brown talk with James Smalley (lef)
about their experience in medical missions. Smalley is director of the Baptist

August 3, 1978

Student Union center at the medical campus, where the Browns met. They
gave Smalley credit for helping get their food shipped to Ghana. (ABN photo)

ting supplies forced the doctors to
uulllxe ind reuse surgical gloves six or
eight t

Slnce lh! doctors have about
minutes to see each outpatient, |he:e is
minimal opportunity for witnessing
through the clinic. But most mis-
sionaries at the Nalerigu compound
have weekly preaching stations and
constantly get requests to begin new
ones. The requests can't always be met.

The mission compound no longer has
atull-time field evangelist, and they will
soon lose their full-time chaplain when
he goes on furlough. But the mis-
sionaries do get results. The Browns es-
timated that 400 persons were baptised
at the preaching stations during their
eight months of service.

“Four-hundred people,” Craig recal-
led, “"What’s the Jz’)lhr value for that?”

While Southern Baptist medical mis-
sions are sometimes short on dollars,
personnel are now in critically short
supply. accmdln! to Franklin Fowler,

Foreign Mission Board's
medlcal consullinl Dr. Fowler said in a
Baptist Press article that the
denomination’s 132-year-old health
care ministry is facing the most serious
pressure ever.

Dr. Fowler cited the situation at
Nalerigu as typical of ones which work
hardship on the physicians. Dr. Moore
has faced long periods of time without
leaving the compound at Nalerigu. Dr.
Fowler explained that short-term
physicians like the Browns relieve some
of the pressure, but they can't com-
pletely fill the need for another mis-
sionary doctor.

Dr. Fowler sees a need for immediate
appointment of 29 physicians and an
equal number of nurses, and ap-
pointment of a greater number of doc-
tors in a short time. He hopes this would
alleviate physician workloads like the
ones the Browns encountered in Ghana.

Dr. Fowler believes adequate financial
support and personnel are especially es-
sential in some nations where Southern
Baptists may enter only as medical mis-
sionaries.

Ghana is “just one of 21 countries
where Southern Baptists have medical
missions. If the work there is typical of
other places, then Drs. Craig and Pat
Brown would give the other countries
the same testimony they gave about
Nalerigu: “Baptists get a tremendous
amount of mission work for the dollar,”

Betty Kennedy is managing editor of
the “Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine”.
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—nlur Isglo convention at work

Sunday School

Believe it or not!
3-year goal ahead of schedule

A goal of 3000
new  Sunday
Schools to be
started throughout
the Southern Bap-
tist Convention for
the three year pe-
riod 1976-79, is
ahead of schedule.
To reach that goal,
we were to have
started 1,214 new
Sunday Schools by

Ratton
the end of June, 1978. A recent report

from the Sunday School Board in-
dicates that 1,410 new Sunday Schools
were reported as of June 30. To reach
the goal of 3,000 by September, 1979, we
need to start 1,590 more new Sunday
Schools during the next 15 months.

Arkansas is also ahead of its 1977-79
foal of 20 new Sunday Schools, with 40

aving been started!

The latest report lists these new Sun-
day Schools for Arkansas: Barcelona
Road Mission, Hot Springs Village;
Brechin Baptist Church, Brechin, Angus,
Scotland (Sponsoring church: First

August 1978
711

11-12

13

14-18
18-19

20
20-27
2
25-26
25-26
28-30

September 1978
7

= Looking ahead: Arkansas events

On to College Day

National Baptist Youth Camp,

Paron (girls)

Pastor-Director Church Training Retreat
Language Missions Day

National Baptist Youth Camp, Paron (boys)
State Instrumental Workshop; Pulaski
Heights, Little Rock

Share Joy-Associational Hymn Sing
Church Music Week

Registration fall semester, Southern
Baptist College

Associational Church Training Leadership
Conference, Little Rock, First
Associational Music Director Workshop,
Little Rock, First Baptist Church
Registration fall semester, Ouachita Baptist
University

State Wide WMU Leadership Conference,
Little Rock

Area WMU Leadership Conference,
associational leaders, Baptist Building,
Littfe Rock

Baptist Foundation Sunday

Area Evangelism Conference,
Stuttgart, First

Area Evangelism Conference,
Fayetteville

Area Leader/Member Training
Conference, Stuttgart First (WMU)
Sunday School Leadership Night
(Associational)

Area Evangelism Conference,
Booneville, First

Area Leadership Conference,
associational leaders,

Stuttgart, First (WMU)

Area Evangelism Conference,
DeQueen, First

Area Leader/Member Training
Conference, Camden, First (WMU)

Church, England); Clear Creek
Southern Baptist Church, Alma; Lake-
side Mission, Rogers; Holly Grove
Church, Ark. Valley Association; Tucker
Church, Harmony Association; and
Sylamore Church, Rocky Bayou As-
sociation.

A new Sunday School is an outward
expression of a church’s deep concern
for reaching more people for Bible
study. It is an organized program of
Bible study, meeting weekly, and
providing for all age groups available.

It may be small or large. It may be
located in the next block or far away. It
may meet in a house, in a trailer, in a bus
or under a tree. It may be highly
organized, or it may start with only one

leader.

These leaflets will help a church in
starting a new Sunday School: “Use AC-
TION to Start a New Sunday School”
and “Starting New Sunday Schools'
These are available from the Sunday
Schoal Department, P.O. Box 552, Little
Rock 72203. — Pat Ratton

Southwestern RE
group to meet

The annual meeting of the South-
western Baptist Religious Education As-
sociation is scheduled for Aug. 15-17 in
Southwestern Seminary’s Price Hall.

Registration will begin at 1 p.m. on
Tuesday, and the program starts at 2
p.m. Last year's session registered 395
persons. An even larger attendance is
expected this year.

The annual banquet on Wednesday
evening will feature Jeannette Clift
George, Christian dramatist from
Houston.

Advance program information,
registration card, and motel information
are being mailed to members and
prospective members, according to
Hazel Rodgers, membership secretary
for the association.

65

Pew cushions
Quality, comfort and beauty.
We belleve we can
save your church money.

3 weeks delivery on fabric in stock
For free estimate contact:
Eugene Hughes, Ph. 777-6474
111 E. Second Strost

Hope, Ark. 71801
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Child Care
Children have rights,
so agency helps them

Children have rights. Dr. Violet
Sturgeon has expressed them well in the
following “Children’s Bill of Rights:

chlld ren’s Bill of Rights
ment 1= Eachizehikd has 3
nghl "o fulfll his inherent worth and
ignity because he is made in the image
of God.

Amendment 2 — Each child has a
right to food, clothing, and a place to
call home.

Amendment 3 — Each child has a
right o love and understanding, no
matter who he is, where he comes from,
and what he has done.

Amendment 4 — Each child is entitled
to someone he can trust and who wi
share his problems grefs, and fears.
child has a
right to develop imself and s tienis
in such a way that he may become a
responsible, creative perso

Aentment & = Each chil ass
ight to recognition and genuine ap-
preciation of his achievements.

Amendment 7 — Each child has a
right to become a socially accepted
member of the community in which he
lives.

Amendment 8 — Each child is entitled
to spiritual training, which will give him
the opportunity to accept Chiist 35 his
Saviour and L

Many parents are:unable:or unwil
ing 10 guarantee these basic rights to
their children within the family circle.
These basic rights cover emotional,
physical, and spiritual needs of the
children and recognize the child and his
total needs. Arkansas Baptists have com

tted themselves to insure that these
rights of children be fulfilled through
the child care ministry of the Arkansas
Baptist Convention. This is done
primarily through the Baptist Children’s
Home, group home for boys, foster
homes, and counseling services to
families and children, all under our
umbrella of services. — Johnny G. Biggs,
Executive Director, Arkansas Baptist
Family and Child Care Services.

Used church pew:

with lay-in_cushions available im-

mediately. Excellent condition.

Call Leird Church Furnitur
fg. Co., Little Rock. 663-

4175.

FIBERGLASS
PRODUCTS

(615)875:0679 N
3511 Hixson ke, Chattancaga, TN 37415
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An open Bible occupies a prominent

place in the office of Arch P, Pettit on
29th floor of the Flvst National Bank

bu(ldlng in Little R

W 15 pike thess By wectddnt o tar
decorative purposes. Since he became a
Christian at 17, during his senior year in
high school, the Book has played an im-
portant part in the life of Pottit,
president and chief executive officer of
Arkansas Power & Light Company.

One of the state’s busiest executives,
Pettit plans time both morning and eve-
ning for mediation with the Word, He
confesses, “But at times | let other things
crowd in-and interfere. | often find
easier when | am on a trip to spend tim
with the Bible than | do in Little Rock.”

Why does he give such an important
place to the Biblet

“The Bible is God's message to man,”
he quickly explains. “Everyone needs a
central authority. That is it.”

One of the real benefits he atributes
to years of reading God's Word is the
strength that comes during times of
stress.

And directing efforts of a_company
serving approximately 450,000 Arkan-
sans with electricity during a time of in-
creasing energy problems, including in-
creasing costs, brings more than a nor-
mal portion of stresses.

“I'have found that often, while sitting
at my desk wrestling with a problem that
has no apparent solution, that a verse
comes to mind that gives me the as-
surance and strength | need to make a
decision,” Pettit said.

Pettit, a native of West Virginia’s coal
mining region, came to Arkansas in 1969
by way of Florida where he was with
Tampa Electric. During the years he has
been in Arkansas, he has involved
himself in countless civic projects. He is
proud of the accomplishments that have

AP&L head has his own source o pW

been made through the National Al-
liance of Businessmen, of which he is
state chairman. These businessmen are
dedicated to provi b- oppor-
tunities for those handicapped by
having served time, by educational and
physical limitations and by those lacking
training for specific jobs.

His interest run the gamut from the
Arkansas Boys Choir, of which he is
chairman, to the Quapaw Quarter As-
sociation, on whose board he serves.

Restoring older homes is a hobby that
substitutes for the normal executive
pursuits, such as golf. His cutrent proj-
ect is restoring the Hotze house at 17th
and Louisiana. His family moved from
one of Little Rock’s plusher residential
areas back into the central center.

He describes this restoration as “a five
year project.” It gives him ample oppor-
tunity to test his varied skills —
electrician, plumber, carpenter, glazier,
and on and on.

“Working with my hands has always
been appealing to me,” he said, “I geta
kick out of the look that comes to the
faces of some of AP&L linemen when |
shake hands. vhu nmi my hands are
just as rough as th

A member of (,ndcuns International
for more 10 years, he describes
himself as “active, but not as much as |
wuuld I|ke to be.” He feels that placing
# Word in the traffic lanes of life,
canes many who would not otherwise
do 50 to come face to face with God's
claim on their life.”

The Petits are members of Little
Rock’s First Christian Church, where he
serves as an_elder and worship leader.
He speaks i churches 10 or 12 times a
year, but does not consider himself a lay
preacher.

He explains, “I am just a Christian
who tries to point others toward God.”

Arch Pettit sees the Bible as his

“central authority” and de-
pends on God’s Word for
strength to make decisions

ﬂ
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IESIIISSTRENtas Baplist State Convention
CONTRIBUTIONS

Total cash contributions recelved of Executive Secretary of
mmmm«muunm through June, 1978.
Notify Charies H. Ashcraft, 525 West Capitol, Little Rock, Arkansas, If any errors are found In this report.
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Church Music instrumental leadership workshop
Pulaski Heights Church
Little Rock
Aug. 18-19, 1978
Gerald Armstrong Ralph Manuel Bob Lindley
Band-Orchestra Piano Organ
instrumental consultant Instructor of Plano Organist and Dean of
8888, Nashville and Theory, Southern Music Studio, FBC
Baptist Pine Blutt
Topics Topics Topics
Understanding Piano technique Organ technique
h Accompanying Effect of
Recruiting choral construction upon
Rehearsals solo registration
Selecting congregational Organ buying
*“Four or More’ Repertoire New materials
concept preiudes Staft relations.
Enlisting leaders offertories. Repertoire
Instruments in postiudes Demonstration
worship extra-services New ideas
(Bring your instru- Professional Planning creative
ments for development worship services
Friday, Aug. 18, 8:00-9:45 p,m. Innlly. Aug. 19, -12:00 a.m.
Send to: chleh Hllk Arkansas Baptist State Convention, 525
uu:w.'o.mmummmmmu
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