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The �S�o�u�t�h�e�~�n� accent 

Times do change 
It is easy to feel that life is one big rut in 

which things never change. A college stu­
dent �i�~� very susceP,tible to this because it 
may seem that little Progress is being made 
by him or her.)>erHaps gtaduation is a good 
time to stop, •get off to the side and look at 
the' past four years from a different perspec· 
tlve. If the stuoent has been the committed 
student he or she should have been, the 
view will be very :encouraging. , 

Times do change. The catalog of a famous 
girls' college in the nqrtheast, 100 years ago, · 
set fqrth the following standards: 

Aclriiission: No young ladY. shall become 
a member of this school who cannot kindle 
a fire, wash , potatoes, and repeat the 
multiplication tables. 

Outfit: No cosnletics, petfumerjes, or fancy 
soap will be allowed on the premises. 

Exercise: Every member of this sehool shall 
walk at least a mile every day unless an 
ea rthquake, or some other calamity 
preVents. 

Company: No member of this school is 
expected to have any male acquantainces 
unless they are retired missionaries or agents 
of some benevolent Society. 

Time at the mirror: No member of this 
institution shall tarry before the mirror more 
i han three. consecutive minutes. 

College �c�~�t�a�l�o�g�s� have �c�h�~�n�g�e�d� drastical­
ly during,the past 100 years, perhaps too 
much. But can you imagine a college cam­
pus wliere no cosmetics are allowed? This 
would be a terrible hardship on both male 
and �f�e�m�~�l�e� students. 

Change is imponant, expecially in Chri s­
tian �l�i�v�i�~�g�.� Christ calls us to change and help 

One layman's opinion 
Daniel R. Granl 

One of my majoi- measuring rods for 
great{lt?ss �i�~� Baptist preachers is how they 
handle high office. If humility djsappears, if 
old friends are dropped by the wayside, and 
if �t�h�~� capacity to tell simple but �~�a�u�t�i�f�u�l� 
stories is crCM'ded out by pompousness, they 
fall far shan of greatness. 

One of ,my favorite people, who passes the 
test with flying colors, is Gerhard Claas, 
Gener.il Secretary-Treasurer of the Baptist 
World Alliance. From the first time I heard 
him speak, I have been tremendously bless­
ed by the remarkable stories he has told of 
his personal experiences in visiti ng 
col!_rageous Baptists in eastern European 
countries under the-religious restrictions of 
communist governments. 

Dr. Claas was telling those stories in the 
spirit of humility and personal friendship 
long before he rose to a position of pro­
minence and leadership in the Baptist World 
Alliance. More recently, after his electiori to 
a second five--year term as chief admini­
strative officer o( the Baptist World Alliance, 
he spoke at the Centennial Commencement 
of Ouachita Baptist University and told even 
more rema;kably simple but beautifu l stories 
of his experiences in the Christian global 
village. · , 

One of his stories focused on the tremen-

. dous demand for Bibles among Baptists in 
the Soviet Union. He told of a visit to a 
strong Baptist church at Riga where he spoke 
at three different worship services on a Sun­
day in a strong church of 500 members, but 
where they had an overflow attendance of 
more than 1,000 at each service. 

They asked and received police permis­
sion to have another service on Mpnday 
morning. Dr. Claas told of a persistent man 
who asked for his Bible after each of those 
Sunday services. Claas told him it was his 
personal Bible his mother-i n-law had given 
him with a handwritten note on the first 
page, urging him .to read the Bible each day. 

On the foiiD"Ning day, at the conclusion 
of Dr. C/aas' sermon, the man approached 
him again and asked if he would give him 

. the Bibl,e. On being reminded of the per­
sonal note on the first page of the Bible, the 
man spoke of how easy it was to buy ne"N 
Bibles in Germany and the United States, 
and asked If his mother-in-law W.re still liv­
ing. On being told, "Yes;• he said, "Then she 
can get you another Bible and write a per­
sonal note in it:' Dr. Claas carefu lly tore out 
the firSt page and then gave him the Bible. 

Some two years later Gerhard Claas was 
back in the Soviet Union, preaching in the 
eastern pan of that nation, and a Baptist 

us to mC\ke the necessary changes and com­
mitl}'lents. Sometime5;as Christians we may 
feel we are in a spi ritual rut, but we need 
to stop, get off to the side and look at the 
past years from a different perspective. If we 
have been the committed Christians we 
should have been,· the 'iesults will be 
encouraging. 

A rut has been defined as a grave with 
both ends removed. May we do what Col­
ossia,ns says, " Set your affection on things 
above, not on things on the eanh." Then we 
will not have to worry about being in a rut 
with our life. 

Dorothy Jackson is vice--president for �s�t�u�~� 
dent development 3nd dean of students at 
Southern Baptist College. 

preacher came to him telling of his joy that 
God had called his son to be a preacher. He 
told Dr. Claas how sad it was that his son 
did not have a Bible of his own, and asked 
if he might have the one Dr. Claas was 
holding in his hand. 

Claas explained that this was a Bible that 
had two personal notes in it from his mother­
in-law-one that had been torn from the 
earlier Bible he had given away in Riga, and 
the other that his mother-in-law had written 
in the replacement Bible she had given him. 
The man then went through the same set of 
questigns Dr. Claas had heard two years 
earlier, concerning whether his mother-in­
law were still living, and why she couldn't 
buy �~�i�m� a ne"N Bible and write another per­
sonal note in it. 

Sure enough, Claas carefully tore the two 
pages from his Bible, and gave it to the pro­
ud Russian Baptist father. Now he has his 
third Bible from his mother-in-law, with three 
pages of personal notes in it! 

When we sing " Count Your Many Bless­
ings," how often do we count something so 
commonplace as our personal Biblel 

Daniel R. Grant Is president of Ouachita 
Baptist University. 
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High School graduates receive scholarships 
Three Arkansas high · school graduates 

have ~ bee~ awardeq . Young American 
Schola,.hips for the 198&-87 academic year 
by Southwest Baptist Unive,.ity. Established 
in 1983, the Young American Schola,.hip 
Program provide:; $32,000 in schola,.hips for 
SBU freshmen each year. 

Arkansas students receiving $1,000 awards 
are Joan Hug~es of Forrest City and Randy 

Family reunions 

Miller of Lowell. Christina Murphy of 
Springdale received a $SOO award. The 
scholarships are awarded in addition to all 
other scholarships and financial assistance 
the students are eligible to receive. 

'To be eligible, students must rank in ihe 
upper 10 percent of their senior class or have 
ACT scores in the 74 percentile or higher. 
The. award is renewable with a 3.2S CPA. 

Food and fellowship 
Virginia Kirk and Jane Purtle 

What is a fa mily reunion? For my husband and I, it started years ago as an annua'! 
meeting of his parents, brothers, sisters, and spouses. As the years went quickly by, 
children and grandchildren became part of the group .. These once young parents, 
now haYe grandchildren of their own and our meetings are again bubbling with 
children and babies. This year there are three new baby boys. 

Our meetings are at an Arl<ansas state park that Provides camping facilities and 
a lodge w ith a dining room. It is a time of getting re·acquainted and enjoying good 
food and fellowship. To us it is important to keep family ties strengthened by keep· 
ing in touch. 

Many people like to go back to the area where they grew up for their fami ly 
reunions. This gives them a chance to revisit their old habitats and reminisce abOut 
" how it was." They have fun not only being with their families but also wi th old 
acquaintances who sti ll live in their hometown. On Sunday they usually go to church 
together and proudly fill a pew or two. Between all the activity they are getting to 
know new nieces, nephews, cousins and in·laws. 

Some families are so large~ that their reunions ar.e one day affairs attended by a 
hundred or more (near and far) relatives and friends. These reunions are occasions 
for individuals to acquaint themselves with many branches of their family tree. 

It is important in this type of undertaking to have one key person or couple to 
organize everything. Time, place, a"!d food are some of the most important items. 
The sister~in·law in our group whq does the planning always has enough rooms reserv· 
ed and the food assigned for shared meals. Several folks have motor homes or cam· 
ping trailers, so details of cooking and serving are easy. 

We look arol!nd each year and are thankful to have come this far together, although 
we are scattered from one side of the United States to the other. 

This recipe is ·one of the favorite cakes brought to our reunion each year. 

1 cup buttermilk 
1 teaspoon soda 
5 eggs, separated 
2 cups sugar 
1 stick margarine 
1h cup shortening 

Italian cream cake 

2 cups flour 
'h teaspoon salt 
1 teaspoon vanilla 
1 cup chopped pecans 
1 cup coconut 

Preheat oven to 325 degrees. Combine buttermilk and so'da. Beat egg whites until 
stiff. Set. aside. Cream sugar, margarine, and shortening. Add egg yolks one at a time, 
beating well after each addition . Add buttermilk and flour alternately, beating well. 
Add vanilla, salt and egg w hiteS, then nuts and coconut. PoU.r into 3 nine-inch layer 
pans and bake for 25·30 minutes. When cool , spread with icing. Icing: Beat together 
8 ounCeS cream cheese (softened), 1 stick margarine (softened), and 1 box powdered 
sugar. 

VIrginia, Kirk, professor emeritus at Arkansas 'College, js a member of Batesville 
First Church. jane Purtle teaches at Lon Morris College in Jacksonville, Texas. They 
have enjoyed cooking together for several years. 

July 1 o, 1986 .. 

You'll be glad 
to know ... 

... A great word for tired Christian 
workers:"For God is not so unjust as to 
forget the work yOu have done and the love 
you have 'shown his 
name in the service 
you tiave rendered for 
you.· (eiiOYI-Christians, 
and sti ll are doing" 
(Heb. 6:10, Williams 
trans.). 

With Bible School 
taking its daily toll and 
youth camps endan· 
gering the species, 
.that is ·a good word 
from ·· cod . He is Moore 
mindful. He is faithfuL He will honor what 
we do in his name and for his name. " Your 
labor is not in vain in the lord" (l Cor. 15:sa: 
KJV). 

Those most threatened by fatigue are not 
those threatened by an intense once a year 
experience such as Bible School or camp, 
but those who work single-handed week 
after week trying to make boys and girls 
aware of thei r Christian duty to get the gospel 
out to the world. large nlrmbers and feverish 
excitement in camps and BibJe·Schoolspur 
us on for just one more day or two. No such 
numbers and no such excitement generally 
exist to keep the missionary educat ion 
workers going. Raw conviction ancf.stubbom 
commitment keeps them keeping on. 

The missionaries who will usher our 
foreign mission enterprise into the next cen­
tury are being trained now. The 14 years re~ 
maining in this century will allow them time 
to finish college, seminary, and their prac­
tical experience before a year of language 
study finishes them up for their missionary 
service. 

What does it look like in your church? Are 
you going to have your share of young 
leaders convicted and committed to world 
missions? Thfrty churches in Argentina are 
without pastors today. In Bangkok, Thailand, 
we have four preachers for 6 million peo­
ple. In one of the most fertile areas of Brazi l, 
furloughs and retirements will soon leave on· 
ly one single woman missionary. 

It will take more ·than one out of every 
4,000 Southern Baptists to get the gospel out. 
It will take more than three cents out of every 
Southern Baptist' s dollar to send them. Youth 
ministers, Sunday School and Church Train· 
ing leaders, you need to join the Acteen and 
RA leaders in pressing home the truth that 
a real Christian must make the world his 
ultimate field for Christian witnessing. 

Don Moore is executive director of the 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention. 
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Arkansas ali over 
by Mille GiU/ ABN staff writer 

people 
Billy 0. Kite began serving June 23 as 
director of missions for the 20 Southern 
Baptist .churc~es in Ashley County 
A~sociation. He and his wifet RuQy, mov­
ed to Ctossett from Norman, Okla ~ 
w here he was serving as pastor of a 
church. Formerly, Kite had served as a 
missionary to Zambia, Africa, and she 
had served as a home missionary. Both 
of them .have earned degrees from 
Southwestern· Baptist Theological 
Seminary and he' has an additional 
degree frorp Midwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary as well as a 
chaplaincy degree _in hospital ministry. 
Kite ,aka has served as pastor of churc~~ 
in Arkansas, Oklahoma, Georgia and 
Iowa. They have two grown children. 

Jeff Ch~atham has accepted the ca ll to 
serve as director of missions for 
Dardanelle-Russellvi lle Association . He 
will. move to Ru~se llville from England 
w here he has been serving as pastor of 
Fi.rst Church. He also serves on the board 
of trustees of Arkansas Baptist Family and 
Child Care Agency and is chairma.n of 
their long range planning committee. He 
retired June 30 from the Chaplain's 
Corps, U.S. Naval Reserve after com­
pleting 30 years of commissioned service. 

Bob Dailey begao. serving lune 25 as 
pastor of Pickles Gap Church in Conway, 
moving there from lepanto First Church 
where he led the church in 214 additions 
with 149 baptisms. 

George L. O ' Neel celebrated his lOth an· 
niversary of service as pastor of se'lla 
Vista Church June 22 when the church 
honored he and his wife, Arlene, in the 
morning worship service and at a noon 
fellowship meal. Speakers were Ferrell 
Morgan, president of Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention Executive Board and 
Mrs. O'Neel's brother, and Trueman 
Moore, pastor of Fort Smith Eastside 
Church. Special music was presented by 
the Sanctuary Choir and Roger and ~obin 
O'Neel. The O'Neel's are graduates of 
Ouachiata Baptist University _and he is a 
Sraduate of Southwestern Bapt ist 
Theological Seminary. 

Chester Paul Roten of Leslie died Iurie 16 
at age 72. He was a ret ired Southern 
Baptist minister, having served churches 
throughout Arkansas. and had been a 
Searcy County resident for 29 years. His 
services were held June 19 at Leslie First 
Church where he was a member. Sur­
vivors include his wife, Bernice Roten; 
two sons, Baxter K. Roten of Leslie and 

Pagi ' i; 

Kite Cheatham 

Paul Charles Roten of Harrison; two 
daughters, Maxine Rhoades of Ozark, 
Mo., and Melveda England of Marshall ; 
three brothers; 12 grandchildren and 
eight great-gr.andchildren. 

David Pierson is serving as pastor of 
Dyer First Church. He is a graduate of 
Northside ~chool in Fort Smith and serv­
ed for six years in the U.S. Navy. He is a 
student at Ci tadel Bible College in Ozark. 
He and his wife, Nita,· have three 
chi ldren, Benjamin, Adrienne and 
Andrew. 

lee BenneH Moore is serving as pastor of 
Graphic Church at Alma. He was ordain­
ed to the gospel ministry by Lavaca First 
.Church in 1982' and served as pastor of 
Shady Grove Church from 1982 to 1984. 
He and his wife, Reva jena, have two 
daughters, lara Jean and Edith lea. 

James George is serving as pastor of 
Shibley Church. He and his wife, Linda, 
two have children, Michael and April. 

David Pickle has resigned as pastor of 
Uniontown Church. 

Ricky Morrow was ordained to the 
preaching ministry June 29 at Ridgecrest 
Church at Benton. 

Ralph Douglas is serving as interim 
pastor of Hqmburg First Ch'urch. 

Randall O'Drien was recently elected 
secretary of the national alumni associa­
tion of New Orleans Ba"ptist Theologicci l 
Seminary. He is associate professor of 
religion at Ouachita Baptist University. 

David Cox began serving june 1 as music 
and education director at Matthews 
Memorial Church in Pine Bluff. A native 
of North little Rock, he has been serving 
as part-time music director for Paragould 
Calvary Church while serving as choral 
director for the school district there. He 
holds a bachelor of music and education 
degree from John Brown University and 

Dailey O'Neel 

is a candidate for a master's degree f;om 
Arkansas State UniverSity. He has also at­
tended Mid-America Seminary. Cox is 
married to the former Sharon Stewart of 
Denver, Colo. They have three children, 
Katie, Christopher and Becky. 

Bryant Moxley has resigned as interim 
minister of music and youth at Hope 
Calvary Church to continue his studies at 
Southern Bapti st Theologica l Seminary. 

Bryan Walker is serving as a summer 
missionary to Fianna Hills Mission in Fort 
Smith. He is a junior at the University of 
Alabama in Huntsville, Ala. 

Les Dennie and John Huff are serving as 
summer youth interms at Jonesboro Cen­
tra l Church. 

Paul Kirkindall will be ordained to the 
preaching ministry June 27 at Blythevi lle 
Trinity Church . He is serving as interim 
pastQr of Nodena Church near Wilson. 

Darwin Davis has join the staff of Yarbro 
Church as minister of mUsic and youth . 
He w ill graduate July 11 from Arkansas 
State UniVersity. 

Larry Barnes has joined the staff of West 
Memphis First Church as a pas.toral assis­
tant in the area of education and 
assist ing pastor· Thomas A. Hinson in 
pastoral ministries. 

Steve Dollar has resigned as pastor of 
Parkin First Church to serve as pastor of 
Superior Avenue Church in ,BogalUsa, La. 

Mark Winstead has resigned as minister 
of musiC and youth at Parkin First Church 
to join the staff of Oakland Avenue ' 
Church in Catlettsburg, Ky. 

Andrew M . Hall is serving as in terim 
pastor of Berry Street Church in 
Springdale. . 

Roy Cook recently completed seven years 
of serving as minister of senior adults 

ARKANSAS BAPTIST NEWSMAGAZINE 


